
“Because Everybody’s Got A Fishing Story To Tell!”

TMBIG Bragger
SHOW OFF YOUR BEST FISHING PICTURES!

Grab One
It’s  FREE!

OVER 50 
GREAT 

PHOTOS 
INSIDE!

Your best fishing pictures of the month from saltwater to freshwater. 
Remember, there’s nothing wrong with bragging!

BITE 
ME!

April 2021 • Space Coast

Gib Dannehower and James Fleenor had a big 
day chasing tuna on the other side. The pair 
racked up 11 yellowfin in the 50 to 70-pound 
range. Here, they show one of the big ones that 
got devoured by a shark.
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Nationwide: 
Architecture & Design  
Full Turnkey Construction 
Project Management  
Permit Expediting 
Brand Development 
Millwork Design & Manufacturing 
Restaurant Equipment Procurement 

 

Restaurants/Franchises/Hotels/Country Clubs 
Northboro Builders, Inc. is the nation’s leading Design/Build 
specialist. Our comprehensive array of construction and 
project management services provides customized turnkey 
solutions. 

 
From coast to coast, we give every job the same meticulous 
attention to detail as we set and maintain the tightest 
deadlines and the highest standards in the industry. We get 
your project done right the first time, on time and on budget. 
We handle the details of your build out, freeing you to focus 
on running your business and serving your customers. 

 

Larry Jarnes 
President, CEO & Founder 

Cell: 774-696-6000 
Larry@northborobuilders.com 
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Wednesday morning. The message hit my 
inbox.

Hey buddy, when are you up to go fishing?

(My first thought - Always.)  But life doesn’t 
always allow it. 

This was February 24th, the day the March 
edition of BIG Bragger was going to press.
Fortunately, it was all but wrapped up.

Next message hit my inbox.

You think you can pull off an overnight trip?
Starting tonight? Try to do nighttime sword-
ing tonight and be on the tuna grounds at 
day break.

(No brainer.) I’m in! 

I met the crew at the dock, six guys (includ-
ing me) at 3:30pm in Merritt Island and we 
cruised down to Sebastian to have dinner at 
Captain Butcher’s. The owner of the restau-
rant, Michael Melhado (also owner of River 
Rocks) was part of the crew that day and 
treated us to a nice spread.

 

I was sitting there, riverside, and we all 
realized the wind was blowing a bit harder 
than forecasted.  It’ll die down. 

After fueling up, it was time to head off-
shore.  We put our waterproof gear on 
while nearly all of the outdoor customers 
watched us. Half seemed jealous; half look-
ing at us like we were crazy.  
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Big Bragger is a monthly publication serving the Space Coast in Brevard County, Florida. Residents are encouraged to email 
their great fishing pictures to andykraus@live.com to be considered for publication. BIG Bragger/Andrew Kraus LLC not 

responsible for typographical errors or omissions. Reproduction of any materials in this publication without written 
approval from the publisher is prohibited.

SHOW OFF YOUR BEST FISHING PICTURES!
BIG Bragger

“Because Everybody’s Got A Fishing Story To Tell!”

FREE

For Advertising Information
Call (321) 750-1059

Published By
Andrew Kraus, LLC

Published in Brevard County, FL
All Rights Reserved

TM

BY ANDY KRAUS,
PUBLISHER

Dog Gone It!
L/R: Cody Hagle, Andy Kraus, and Michael Melhado with a hard-earned swordfish caught during an overnight trip out of Sebastian. 
.

Captain Butcher’s is located at 1732 Indian 
River Dr, Sebastian, FL. Secret fueling tip from the pros!
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(Continued from page 4)

As the sun set behind us, we cleared the 
inlet and headed for the sword grounds.
The wind made the trip out slower than 
expected but we pushed on and arrived.

This was my fist time swordfishing and it’s a 
little more complex than what I’m used to. 

We got the drift sock deployed and lights 
set up. The rigging was lead by Captain 
Wade Stafford.  Then he warned me - this is 
either the most boring fishing you’ll ever do, 
or the most exciting.

The lines went in strategically staggered at 
various depths and distances and we were 
in the game.

The hits came sporadically throughout the 
night.  Strikes apparent by short, quick drag 
pulls. (It’s toying with the bait.) We tried dif-
ferent techniques to fire up the sword and 
elicit a strike. Initially, no hook ups. Then it 
got quiet for a while. 

The silence, wind, and rock of the ocean 
created the inevitable - nap time.

The on-and-off-kinda half sleeping, half 
waiting for a strike lasted for a while until 
I couldn’t tell if I was being woken up by 
saltwater blowing over the gunnels, or rain. 
I groggily made my way over to the doppler 
and saw it was the only rain cloud in the 
Atlantic. 

Either way, it was perfect timing as Michael 
had just come tight on a sword! This was 
3:30am. The fish hit the shallowest bait off 
the bow and took an initial long, deep run.

From there it was a back-and-forth battle 
of gain line, lose line, until he finally came 
up to the surface. Stafford stuck it with the 
harpoon and we dragged it in the side door.

We celebrated, took some pictures, got him 
on ice, and sent another bait down - hoping 
to catch more, and bigger. Initially, we were 

using squid for bait but this catch came on 
a ladyfish.

The wind was just excited and refused to let 
up. It was a consensus by all of us that the 
conditions were not ideal to go further and 
hunt for tuna.

But if it calmed down at sunrise, we’d do 
some deep dropping for yellowedge group-
er and tiles. No such luck.

We headed in, and like some days of fishing, 
it could’ve been better, and it could’ve been 
worse. Going out and getting back safely 
can never be taken for granted. And we 
caught a nice sword! 

Back at the dock, the radio was still on and 
we heard someone offshore make a com-
ment about the forecast being wrong about 
the wind. We all laughed and headed home 
with solid slabs of sword.

I’ve never been a huge fan of the taste of 
swordfish, but I brought some to a family 
gathering and we all agreed it was superior 
to any other times we’ve had it! The keys  - 
simple seasoning, grill it, and more impor-
tantly - it was fresh!

A day later, I fired up the Big Green Egg to 
cook the remaining fillets. I cut the blood-
lines out, rinsed and dried every piece, 
seasoned both sides and headed outside to 
check on the coals.

The lesson here - don’t leave fish on the 
edge of the counter with two lurking dogs.
While I was outside, my dogs Max and Lucy 
helped themselves to the entire front row of 
fillets. 

Major bummer.

The look they gave me let me know that my 
entire  family now supports me going fish-
ing. I was only gone for a minute, but they 
worked as swiftly as the wind. 

It turns out, the dog is mightier than the 
sword.

And their coats have never looked better!

Dog Gone It!

Another swordfish 
trophy for the dock 
and room for more!Swordfish fillets cleaned and ready for 

seasoning and the grill!

The sun set behind us as we made our way 
out of Sebastian Inlet.

L/R: Lucy and Max pretend they’re ashamed, 
but would do it again in a heartbeat.

A nightime sword hits the deck and gets the 
crew fired up!
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During the off-season, 
Detroit Tigers pitcher 
David McKay of Merritt 
Island, enjoys spending 
his free time fishing. 
David proudly shows off 
this big, beautiful red.

Richard Raiter of Indialantic holds up a monster 30-pound snook he caught circa 1980s (the shorts gave it away). Then, 
not too long ago, Richard returned to the beach and landed a 27-pounder he released. The slot size on snook have come 
a long way in 25 years, and so have men’s shorts!

Then  &  Now

Major
League

Red!

BACK TO BACK!
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BACK TO BACK!
Florida Captain Monica Flesher has a little fun lifting two 
Atlantic giants at one time. Definitely a feat of strength!

All Phases of Marine Construction

321-253-DOCK (3625)
LIC# 009550649

A Division of Reese Enterprises Inc.

WE ARE YOUR BREVARD COUNTY DOCK BUILDERS, DOCK REPAIR AND SEAWALL BUILDERS SINCE 1976!Dream
Docks
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Central Florida dealer Deland Kia will make your first year’s 
payments on a new Kia. That’s no payments until 2022. 

And you can buy with zero down! 
 CALL THE HOTLINE NOW AT (877) 734-7800!

Car Dealer Will Make 
Your First 12 Payments!
ATTENTION: 

PAYMENT RELIEF PROGRAM

WE’RE NOT 
DELAYING 

YOUR 
PAYMENTS... 

WE ARE 
MAKING 

THEM FOR 12 
MONTHS!

100s 
OF NEW CARS
AVAILABLE 

12
PAYMENTS 

MADE BY DEALER

Dealer may present offer in the form of one year’s payments at $359 per month with a one-time cash back offer to customer at loan closing. Example based on New 2020 Kia Forte GT, stock #233122. Offers plus tax, tag & $899 dealer fee. 
Selling price $21,728/discount $3,949. Excludes Telluride, K900 & Stinger. Offers with approved credit. See dealer for details. Dealer retains all rebates & incentives from Kia Motors America/Rebate $1,750. Offer subject to change without notice. Expires 4/30/21.

John Davis
GM and Program Director

2322 S Woodland Blvd • DelandKia.com

“Deland Kia will make your first 
twelve payments on a new KIA. 
We are not delaying your payments, 
we are making them for a full year. 
The PAYMENT RELIEF PROGRAM is 
something that you should seriously 
consider during these uncertain 
economic times.”
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“I Wanted A Puppy”

Caleb Couture’s daughter, 
River, holding a nice blue 
crab her father brought 
home. See dad’s monster 
he caught on page 30!

990 E Melbourne Ave
Melbourne

Bait, Tackle, Rentals & Family Fun!
Rigg’s Outpost in downtown Melbourne is a fast-growing local bait and tackle shop. 
We offer bait, tackle, rentals, tours and snacks! We’re a one-stop shop for all your needs. 
Swing by today with family and friends and get everything you need for a great day!

(321) 676-8030  
RiggsOutpost.com
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In and Outdoor Storage • Certified Repairs • Fuel and Marine Shop • Boat Sales

Billy Antonelli 
holds up a nice 
yellowedge 
grouper from 
about 650 feet 
out of Sebastian.

Goin’ Deep!
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Father and son FSFA 
members, Mike and 
Alex Krenn, fish 
another one of their 
secret spots for drum.

Secret
Spot
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Now That’s
GOLIATH!

FROM THE TV SERIES RIVER MONSTERS
Mason Boyland of Melbourne hauls in this goliath grouper on the TV series River 
Monsters. Caught in Ft. Pierce, Mason estimated this beast weighed in at over 300 
pounds. He used a chunk of bonito for bait. The rod was custom built by Mason and 
the reel was a Penn Senator 12/0, spooled with 100-lb mono and a 15 foot cable 
leader. Mason added that a 10/0 Gamagatsu J hook did the job! The fish was caught 
in May 2011.

NEW VERSION, WATCH THE VIDEO! CHECK OUT SKINIT 4.0! 
Weedless Design! Keep the lines in the water to get MORE fish in the boat!

SkinitLLC.com         @SkinItFishing11         @SkinIt11    
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BEACH 
CASTERS!

Father and son, Ed 
and Ken Caro, spend 
the late morning 
together fishing for 
pompano on Sat-
ellite Beach. Ken 
rakes in the sand 
fleas and Ed pre-
pares the bait 
for action. First 
hour no luck, but it’s 
great to see father 
and son spending 
time together. Ed 
lives in Viera and 
Ken is from Oviedo. 

If you can’t find it here, 
we both have problems! 1315 West New Haven • Melbourne

321-723-5425

Trailer orders
and repair experts!
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The bite has been hot in-
shore and in the surf! As 
for the inshore fishing, 
shrimp is still a good 
bait of choice but the 
spring mullet are mak-
ing their way into river. 

When fishing the flats, 
you will see jacks smok-
ing the bait pods. There 
are usually bigger 
predatory fish following 
those jacks with the bait 
pods. There’s always a 
red or two, or three as 
well. 

Another fun option when 
seeing the jacks is to 
throw any artificial that 
you have. The jacks will 
smoke it and take you 
on a fun ride! 

The trout bite is still hot 
and topwater plugs are 
working for them. If you 
find a deep hole in shal-
low water you may find a 
trout lurking in there. 

In the surf you will find 
giant whiting and some 
nice pompano in the 
mix. Pompano have 
been a little more dif-
ficult to come by this 
month, but they are out 
there. The whiting have 
been hot and super easy 
to target. I’ve had a lot of 
luck using fishbites and 
fresh clams!

WELCOME TO 
THE JUNGLE

A full-service
outfitter for

inshore, 
offshore and 

fly fishing.
1231 East New Haven Ave 

Melbourne
321-723-4751

Abram “Tarzan” 
Miller strikes a 
pose with this 
tilefish caught 
in about 600 
feet out of 
Sebastian!

By Tarzan Miller
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FSFA Members 
Steve and Carol Collins

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

FOR 
KIDS
5-15

Satellite Beach
Date: Saturday April 10
Time: 9:00am - 11:00am
Location: Satellite 
Beach Sports Complex
751 Jamaica Boulevard

Palm Bay
Date: Saturday May 1
Time: 9:00am - 11:00am
Location: Goode Park 
1300 Bianca Drive NE
Space is limited and 
required by visiting: 
AnglersForConservation.
org/events
All registered kids 
will receive a free 
rod/reel and tackle 
box thanks to the 
Fish Florida Tag!

This conservation-mind-
ed program is open to 
the public and teaches 
children casting, rod 
safety, knot tying, tackle 
box, boating, and con-
servation. HKOF is taught 
by volunteers who are 
professional guides and 
knowledgeable anglers 
from surrounding com-
munities and directed 
by AFC staff. 

The Hook Kids on Fishing pro-
gram is a product of the Anglers 
for Conservation, a non-profit-
501-C3 with a mission to inspire 
new generations of marine 
stewards through education, 
conservation, and fishing.

Call Scott Loveridge 
(321) 302-0763

SERVING ALL OF
BREVARD COUNTY!

AtlanticOutdoorDesigns.com

Livin’ 
The Dream!



17BigBragger.com Send us YOUR photos!  

Lovin’ 
Them 

Lobster

Uncle Michael 
Thompson of Cocoa 
Beach was diving 
with his brother Capt. 
Graham Thompson 
and his nephew, Finn. 
“It’s a family affair! 
Winter, spring, sum-
mer or fall, they dive 
for it all,” explains 
Tracy Dix, mother and 
grandmom!

SERVING ALL OF
BREVARD COUNTY!
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Port Canaveral

Melbourne
Orlando

GrillsSeafood.com

It All Happens 
At SUNRISE!

505 Glen Cheek Drive 
Cape Canaveral
SunriseMarina.com
321-783-9535
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Bryan Mincey, owner 
of Southern Thunder 
Charters, makes it look 
easy as he holds up 
this good size kingfish.

Mincey
Magic!



20 BigBragger.comSend us YOUR photos!  

Mark Hinds and his 
buddy Joseph Zampogna 
hold the tripletail they 
caught on a buoy right 
out of Port Canaveral.

John Dobbins of 
Palm Bay caught 
this mackerel 
in the flats off of 
Loggerheads/
Grand Harbor, 
Vero. It was 
caught on a top 
water, Storm 
Chug Bug. The 
fish was 25.4 
inches.

Holy 
Mackerel!

Hatts has been family-owned 
and operated in Brevard county 
for over 66 years. Whether you 
are new to the underwater world 
or you have been a veteran for 
years we are your one-stop shop 
for all your diving, snorkeling 
and spearfishing needs. We have 
the largest selection on the Space 
Coast of diving & spearfishing 
accessories.

2006 Front St. • Melbourne
HattsDiving.com321-723-5932
If it has to do with diving... Hatt’s is the place since 1954.

Tripletail
Time
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Around the Waterways!

Micah McQuaig lands and releases a black grouper in the Keys!Graham Thompson is gleaming with lobster joy!

Skyla Der celebrates her birthday fishing out of Port Canaveral.

Lee! Skyla!

Micah!

Graham!

Lee Mitchell used a live shrimp to catch this mangrove snapper.
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GUARANTEED
$14,000

GENERAL AWARDS

GUARANTEED
$5,000

BIG FISH

GUARANTEED
$3,000

GENERAL SLAM

$22,000

JUNE 4TH - 5TH, 2021

Team misTress

GUARANTEED  
PAYOUT

Harris Miller  
& Bernhardt PA

CAPT K

CAPTAIN 
 GEORGE

3RD TIER MAKE 
SMALLER

REGISTER NOW AT 
OFFSHORESLAM.COM



James Roemer

Contact James Roemer for all of your 
residential and commercial needs!

321-292-1172
RoemerRealEstate@gmail.com

“Done Deal!”
LIC # 3342108
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SWORDFISH
Featured Species 
Of The Month

Swordfish (Xiphias gladius), 
also known as broadbills in 
some countries, are large, 
highly migratory, predatory fish 
characterized by a long, flat, 
pointed bill. They are a popular 
sport fish of the billfish cat-
egory, though elusive. Swordfish 
are elongated, round-bodied, 
and lose all teeth and scales by 
adulthood. These fish are found 
widely in tropical and temperate 
parts of the Atlantic, Pacific, and 
Indian Oceans, and can typically 
be found from near the surface 
to a depth of 1,800 ft. They com-
monly reach 9.8 ft in length, and 
the maximum reported is 14.9 ft  
in length and 1,430 lb in weight.

Popular belief of the “sword” 
being used as a spear is mis-
leading. Their nose is more 
likely used to slash at its prey to 
injure the prey animal, to make 
for an easier catch.

Various ways are used to fish for 
swordfish, but the most com-
mon is deep-drop fishing, since 
swordfish spend most daylight 
hours very deep, in the deep 
scattering layer. Swordfishing 
requires strong fishing rods and 
reels, as swordfish can become 
quite large, and it’s not uncom-
mon to use five pounds or more 
of weight to get the baits deep 
enough during the day, up to 
1,500 ft is common. Night fishing 
baits are usually fished much 
shallower, often less than 300 ft. 
Standard baits are whole mack-
erel, herring, mullet, bonito, 
or squid. Imitation squids and 
other imitation lures can also 
be used. Specialized lures made 
for swordfishing often have 
battery-powered or glow lights. 

Swordfish are classified as an 
oily fish. The flesh of some can 
acquire an orange tint, report-
edly from their diet of shrimp or 
other prey. Such fish are sold as 
“pumpkin swordfish”, and com-
mand a premium over their whit-
ish counterparts. It’s a popular 
fish for cooking. Since they are 
large, meat is usually sold as 
steaks and are often grilled. The 
meat is relatively firm. It can 
be cooked in ways more fragile 
types can’t, such as over a grill 
on skewers.
Courtesy Wikipedia

PINEDA 
PERFECT!

Jason Brimmer battled 
this huge red from the 

north seawall under 
Pineda Causeway. The 

fish hit a live mullet 
and Jason measured it 

at 52 inches!

Perfect
Release!

Fisher Freeman of Indialantic 
caught this awesome snook on an 

8-inch croaker. He fought it on 
a Cabo 60 with an Ugly Stick. 
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This Thing’s
Got A HEMI!

Andy Kraus holding 
a 20-pound dolphin 
last June. Someone on 
his crew asked when 
fighting, “Is it Big?” 
Andy responded, “This 
dolphin has a Hemi!”
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Castaway
Lagoon

Help Connect Our Youth To The Lagoon! 

SaveTheIRL.org 

Summer
Camp

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.”  The toll-free number of the
department is 1-800-HELP-FLA (435-7352) – calling from within the state of Florida, or (850) 410-3800 – calling from outside of Florida. The department’s website is www.800helpfla.com. [s. 496.412(1)(c), F.S.].

~ Est 1983 ~

For Ages 8 - 12 Available for 8 Weeks
MRC’s summer camp inspires the next
generation of lagoon stewards. Campers 
 (ages 8-12) will explore the Indian River
Lagoon while participating in a variety of
hands-on, feet-wet, fun activities designed
to enhance science and math skills.  Check
out the Lagoon Castaway Camp Schedule
online at SaveTheIRL.org.

 

Register Now!
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Batten 1000% 

Will Batten knows 
how to swing for the 
fences and bring 
home the big ones! 
Here’s just two of 
his recent trophy-
sized winners.



27BigBragger.com Send us YOUR photos!  

RECIPE OF 
THE MONTH
Grilled 
Swordfish 
With Herbs & 
Butter Sauce
By Jilly’s Kitchen

Marinade:
Extra virgin olive oil, minced 
garlic, lemon zest, Italian 
seasoning, ground pepper 
and Hawaiian Red Sea salt.

Marinate swordfish for 
thirty minutes using half 
of the marinade. With the 
other half, add freshly 
squeezed lemon juice and 
freshly chopped Italian flat 
leaf parsley. Set aside.

Grill swordfish to taste. 
Depending on size, usually 
3 to 4 minutes each side. Do 
not overcook. 

Spoon remaining marinade 
over swordfish during last 
minute of grilling on each 
side. After plating, add 
a slice of butter to each 
piece of fish and remaining 
marinade.

Grilled plantains are a tasty 
side! Pairs well with Santa 
Margherita Pinot Grigio.
Enjoy!

Like us on Facebook! Open camera. Scan code. 
Tap link.

Two
Hour
Beach
BATTLE!

Ron Maio spent 2 hours on 
the shores of Indialantic 
reeling in this 5’ spinner 
shark on only 15-pound 
test line.
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Aboard The Smithereens!

It was Saturday, Feb-
ruary 27th out of Port 
Canaveral when the 
Smith family, aboard 
their boat The Smither-
eens, celebrated Dad’s 
(Scott) birthday, pull-
ing in one after anoth-
er, according to family 
members aboard.

Top photo L/R: Scott 
Smith and his 3 sons 
Dan, Jake and AJ. Left 
photo: The girls are 
their better halves 
Lori, Cory and Jen. Both 
guys and girls reeled 
in sails! 

The Smiths released 
all sails successfully.
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Everything 
you need 
on and off 
the water!

2771 West New Haven Avenue • Melbourne 321-956-1160
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Brevard resident, 
Caleb Couture can 
barely lift this mas-
sive 264-pound 
Warsaw grouper 
he caught off of Key 
West several years 
ago. Couture was 
with Captain DJ Wood 
aboard the Papa 
Wood. The grouper 
hit a large piece of 
squid wing.

“We’re Gonna
Need A Bigger
Boat!”

FISHING GEAR - LOWEST PRICES!
Penn • Shimano • Okuma • Diawa • Quantum • And More • New and Used Gear • Buy and Sell!

Located at Renniger’s 
Flea & Farmers Market

Row K - Last Entrance South
Booth #KS08

(321) 327-2396
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Order Online or Dine In!

877 South Babcock Street, Melbourne
(321) 725-7409  •  HOOTERS.COM



451 North Nova Road • DaytonaToyota.com

(844) 242-3745
FOR TOYOTA TRUCK DEALS

STATE-WIDE HOTLINE

Shop From The Convenience of Home!


