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By Anne Murphy

The Chapel of Saint Thomas Aqui-
nas was designed to symbolize 
the connection between the Uni-

versity of Saint Thomas and the citizens 
of Saint Paul. That is why former Arch-
bishop John Ireland insisted that its main 
door face outward from the campus to-
ward downtown. Last year, Saint Thomas 
built on that connection with the open-
ing of the Iverson Center for Faith and its 
Hoedeman Gallery of Sacred Art on the 
hill just beneath the chapel.

Now, with the seasons of Easter, Pass-
over and Ramadan all at hand, people 
of all faiths are encouraged to visit the 
Hoedeman Gallery’s Interfaith Prayer 
Wall and its current exhibit of sacred art 
from the permanent collection of the Ba-
silica of Saint Mary in Minneapolis. 

The two exhibits represent the beauty 
of sacred art and the universal message 
of faith that can be found in the works, 
according to the Reverend Larry Snyder, 
vice president for mission at Saint Thom-
as. “Easter is clearly significant for us, but 
this is also an important time for other 
faiths,” he said. 

An appreciation for the connections 
among religions is what led to the cre-
ation of the Interfaith Prayer Wall by 
Aimee Orkin. She is a member of the In-

terfaith Artist Circle, a group of 19 Twin 
Cities artists who study, pray and cre-
ate art together. Each artist contributed 
a piece to the wall, including paintings, 
paper-cuttings, paper collages, weavings, 
embroidery and beaded fabrics.

“At this time of religious and political 
conflicts, I felt the need to create a collab-
orative space of peace, beauty and posi-
tive intention with people who believe in 
connection rather than isolation or segre-
gation,” said Orkin, an art specialist at the 
Minneapolis Jewish Day School.

Orkin created a 9-by-6-foot backdrop 
for the art using architectural forms 
drawn from the traditions of the three 

Abrahamic faiths. “I painted the back-
drop in ochre golds like the ancient lime-
stone of the Jerusalem walls,” she said. 
“To represent Judaism, I chose the West-
ern Wall that remains from the Second 
Temple. For the Christian inspiration, I 
chose the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
in Jerusalem. To represent Islam, I chose 
the shape of a prayer niche, called a mi-
hrab, in Iran.”

Merriam Park artist Hend Al-Man-
sour’s acrylic painting, “Hafsa Scribing 
the Qur’an,” is part of the prayer wall. 
The work depicts Hafsa, one of Muham-

By Casey Ek

With less than two months left in 
the school year, the Saint Paul 
Public Schools will welcome back 

middle school and high school students to the 
classroom on April 14, ending close to a calen-
dar year of distance learning for students in 
grades 6-12.

Students may choose to continue learning 
from home via the internet, and as of March 
22 about 5,600 of the school district’s close 
to 18,000 middle and high school students 
have opted to remain home. Those returning 
to school will receive 41/2 hours of in-person 
instruction and two hours of asynchronous 
distance learning from home on Mondays 
through Thursdays. On Fridays, all students 
will have a day of distance learning.

Saint Paul assistant superintendent Josh 
Delich said the shorter in-person school day 
will allow teachers to adequately prepare 
course materials for both in-person and dis-

tance learning. It will also facilitate other lo-
gistics, such as social distancing on school 
buses and office hours when teachers will be 
available to work with students individually 
or in small groups, according to Delich. Teach-
ers will be able to use the same lesson plans 
for in-person and online classes, he said. How-
ever, they will not be required to link distant 
students to a live feed of the in-person classes, 
a facet that has been criticized by parents.

Carol Maurer, the mother of two district 
students, will be keeping her sophomore 
home for distance learning due to health con-
cerns in the family. She said that while the 

return to in-person learning will benefit most 
students, those opting to stay home are being 
short-changed with an asynchronous model 
that minimizes live instruction. “Basically, 
there’s nothing that equates to what students 
who are returning to in-person learning are 
receiving,” she said.

Todd Marder, the Saint Paul Federation 
of Educators treasurer, helped negotiate the 
terms under which teachers will return to 
the classroom. “Educators can choose to live-
stream their lessons from the classroom,” he 

School district returns grades 6-12 to mostly classroom instruction

The Reverend Larry Snyder of the University of Saint Thomas stands before the 9-by-6-foot 
Interfaith Prayer Wall in UST’s Hoedeman Gallery of Sacred Art.  photo by brad stauffer

Prayer wall breaks down religious barriers

Close to 70% of students 
will be learning in-person 
Monday through Thursday

interfaith prayer wall   c2

in-person learning   c4

By Jane McClure

Almost 200 people joined an online meeting on 
March 18 to discuss a proposed mixed-use devel-
opment on the current site of Dixie’s on Grand, 

Saji-Ya and Emmett’s Public House at 695 Grand Ave. A 
second online meeting is set for 7 p.m. Thursday, April 
8, to answer the many questions raised about the $32.5 
million project and to present possible design changes.

Plans call for replacing the converted one-story gro-
cery store that houses the three restaurants with a five-
story, 81-unit apartment building with three ground-
floor commercial spaces. Also on the drawing board are 
underground parking, patios and public art.

A similar plan was shelved by the property owners in 
2018 in the face of neighborhood opposition. This time 
around Peter Kenefick, whose family owns 695 Grand, 
has brought in Saint Louis Park-based Reuter Walton to 
help shape the development.

If all goes as planned, the restaurants would close this 
summer and the building’s demolition would start in 
November. Reuter Walton president Nick Walton said 
construction would take about a year, and people would 
be moving in by 2023.

The commercial spaces would total about 10,000 
square feet. Saji-Ya and Emmett’s would reopen, with 
the third space earmarked for an unnamed  retailer or 
restaurant. The Dixie’s name is not scheduled to return. 
Monkey Boys Inc., which owns the three restaurants, 
plans to retire the Dixie’s name because of its associa-

Neighbors divided on 
plan for $32.5 million 
building on Dixie’s site
Some say 5-story project is too tall, 
others say it could revitalize Grand 

Dixie’s site  c6
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mad’s wives, who was entrusted to keep 
scripts of the Qur’an, the holy text of Is-
lam. “She played an instrumental role in 
preserving and, some argue, editing and 
codifying the Qur’an,” Al-Mansour said. 
“When the Qur’an was collected into a 
written book, 10 years after the death of 
Muhammad, Hafsa was asked to lend 
the caliph her sheets to copy them.

“We all have connections here,” Al-
Mansour said, “to common geography, 
common cultures, but this (prayer wall) 
adds another dimension. There is a cen-
ter that grabs all of us—the faith repre-
sented by our group and of all others. 
Thinking about what’s going on with 
COVID and racism, which has been hap-
pening through years but culminating 
now, it’s really nice that Saint Thomas, 
this Catholic college, is showing all of us 
that we can be together. This is beautiful 
and empowering.”

Thinking about the wall, Lowertown 
artist Paula Leiter Pergamen is reminded 
of the old saying: All rivers lead to the 
ocean. “If we stay separate in our own 
faith-based beliefs, we’ll always see dif-
ferences,” she said. “If we come together, 
we can still hold on to our own beliefs 
but come to understand and respect 
others’.” 

Pergamen’s contribution to the wall is 
a painting and collage that offers a visual 
interpretation of the Mark Twain quote: 
Forgiveness is the fragrance that the vio-
let sheds on the heel that has crushed it. 
“The profound simplicity of this thought 
spoke to my heart,” she said. “Every liv-
ing soul, every culture, every faith, every 
country has in some way felt the heel 
of oppression, hatefulness and misun-
derstood pain. No one gets through this 
life without somehow being the oppres-
sor or the oppressed. Our exquisite pain 
could be lessened by simply heeding this 
thoughtful message and allowing for-
giveness to fill the air.

“Saint Thomas has the eye, the ear 
and the insight of the Catholic com-
munity in Saint Paul,” Pergamen said. 
“It also reaches the minds and hearts of 
Saint Paul’s diverse faith-based commu-
nities. The Hoedeman Gallery becomes 
a meetinghouse that acknowledges the 
need for respecting differences, commu-
nicating similarities and healing mis-
conceptions. It’s a place to show beauty, 
struggle and pain and inform our desire 
to understand one another.”

Summit Hill artist Beth Andrews’ cre-

ation, “Pray for Us,” is also part of the 
wall. “It’s a collage made from vintage 
Time magazines,” she said. “I tore out 
images that reminded me of highlights 
in my spiritual journey or represented 
the connections I feel to the seekers who 
have gone before me. At the center is an 
arched pathway inviting the viewer into 
the mystery of it all. 

“When I look at it hung alongside 
works created by other women in our 
group, I can see how Aimee’s intent has 
been realized,” Andrews said. “Art is a 
powerful way to communicate our ex-
perience of the sacred to people whose 
religious backgrounds and practices dif-
fer from our own. Art bypasses words, 
using shape, line, color and composi-
tion to evoke emotional responses in the 
viewers. Art can take us out of our heads 
into our hearts, helping to break down 
barriers and reveal our shared human-
ity.”

“When we built the Iverson Center 

and gallery, our hope was that it would 
encourage engagement among people,” 
Snyder said. “Universities are meant to 
prepare students for life, for living with 
and respecting people of different be-
liefs, cultures, races. And art is certainly 
a vehicle to do that.”

The 12 works that are on loan from the 
Basilica of Saint Mary accomplish much 
of the same ends. “They’re all from the 
Christian tradition, but from all over 
the world—China, Japan, Africa and a 
couple from local artists,” Snyder said. 
“Here, too, people will be able to appre-
ciate the commonalities.”

The Interfaith Prayer Wall will be on 
view through April 30 and the works 
from the Basilica of Saint Mary through 
August 31. Admission is free and open 
to the public from 6:45 a.m.-10:00 p.m. 
weekdays and from 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Satur-
days and Sundays. Patrons are asked to 
wear face masks and to maintain social 
distancing.

1b interfaith prayer wall

pastor chris smith preaching
yes! | mark 16:1-8

april 4 | 9:30 am

holy communion @ home

a home for hungry minds & souls
an elca, ric, caring for creation congregation
1935 st. clair ave | pilgrimstpaul.org
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945 Randolph Ave St. Paul
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A detail of the Interfaith Prayer Wall currently displayed in the Hoedeman Gallery of Sacred 
Art at the University of St. Thomas.  Photo by Brad Stauffer

SHREDDING DAY!
FREE COMMUNITY

April 24, 2021
10am-1pm  •  1460 Grand Avenue 

Protect yourself from identity theft! Bring up to 5 boxes of papers to securely 
shred (you can even watch your paperwork being shredded on the spot). 
Hosted by The Odd Couple Team as part of our ongoing effort to give back to the community.

TheOddCoupleTeam.com • 651.492.6423 • 1460 Grand Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105
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said. “But we pushed back against that being 
a requirement because the district is offering 
no additional support, resources or training to 
ensure that it’s effective. We’ve heard about 
the toll that concurrent in-person and online 
teaching has had on educators around the 
country.”

District administrators in a March 10 fam-
ily forum said that while some may prefer 
real-time classes, the asynchronous model of-
fers more flexibility and more opportunity for 
students to engage in class work. “(Students) 
can access the lessons at a time that works 
for them, whether they’re caring for younger 
children, working or doing other family ac-
tivities,” said Craig Anderson of the district’s 
Office of Teaching and Learning.

The schools have welcomed the challenge 
of providing a safe environment for students’ 
return. At Ramsey Middle School, staff have 
adorned the hallways with directional arrows 
for student foot traffic. Signs are scattered 
throughout the building reminding all of so-
cial distancing guidelines. Excess furniture 
has been removed. Stockings will be distrib-
uted to band members to cover the horns of 
their instruments.

Governor Tim Walz’s Safe Learning Plan 

recommends 6 feet of distance between stu-
dents and staff, or 3 feet when that is not pos-
sible. Ramsey’s staff have had to get creative. 
With larger class sections, the lessons will be 
presented in larger and more open spaces.

The return to in-person instruction rep-
resents a turning point for building strong 
relationships with students this school year, 
according to Ramsey principal Teresa Vibar. 
Four-and-a-half hours per day is better than 
none, she said. However, even six hours per 
day could not undo the academic damage 
caused by the pandemic over the past year, 
she added. “We’re not going to make up all 
of the ground that’s been lost in just this last 
quarter of the year, but we have to start some-
where,” Vibar said.

The Saint Paul district’s elementary schools 

returned to in-person learning in February, 
and the incidence of COVID-19 infections has 
remained relatively low. In the second week 
of November, while students were all still dis-
tance learning, the district recorded a high of 
49 positive cases among staff and students in 
grades PreK-12. There were totals of 19 posi-
tive cases at the end of January, 25 positive 
cases in mid-February and 10 positive cases in 
mid-March. 

Superintendent Joe Gothard said on March 
9 that he was confident that all district staff 
will soon have access to at least one dose of a 
COVID-19 vaccine. District administrators are 
urging families to report any COVID-19 cases. 
That will allow for contact tracing and the 
strategic closing of classrooms, grade levels or 
full buildings should the need arise.

Saint Paul School Board member Jessica 
Kopp, who is the mother of a returning mid-
dle-schooler, said she has detected fewer con-
cerns among parents in recent weeks when 
compared to the weeks before the elementary 
schools’ return to in-person learning in Feb-
ruary. She said that may have something to do 
with the lower COVID-19 case numbers in the 
state and the greater availability of vaccines. 
However, she added, “I feel our responsibility 
as a district and as a board is to provide appro-
priate and compassionate options.”

By Carolyn Walkup

Students in the West Saint Paul-Mendota Heights-Eagan 
Area school district are enthusiastic about finally being 
back to in-person classes, though COVID-19 protocols 

have made going to school much different from normal.
Observing such guidelines as wearing masks, social dis-

tancing and staying within “pods” to avoid spreading the vi-
rus, teachers, administrators and students in District 197 are 
adapting to new ways of doing things. Overall, most students 
“love being back,” said Steven Goldade, principal of Mendota 
Elementary School. “Socialization is so important.”

On average about 65 percent of students have chosen to 
come back in person, said Superintendent Peter Olson-Skog. 
With stringent contact tracing in place, he said there has been 
almost no evidence of virus spread within the schools or need 
for quarantining.

In addition, most teachers and other employees have re-
ceived both doses of the coronavirus vaccine, due to a partner-
ship with the Dakota County Public Health Department. 

The district began welcoming back its youngest students 
to in-person learning in February, starting with grades preK-2 
and then grades 3-4. Secondary students returned to classes in 
a half-day hybrid model beginning with grades 7-8 and 10-12 
near the end of February, and grades 9 and 5-6 in early March. 

The School Board recently decided that following spring 
break all of the district’s secondary schools will switch to in-
person learning four days a week. The change will begin on 
April 7 for grades 5-8 and on April 8 for grades 9-12. Wednes-

days will be flex days to provide extra prep time for teachers. 
Students will continue to have the option of full-time dis-

tance learning. At last count, about 40 percent of Sibley stu-
dents were opting to continue learning from home. “Distance 
learning has challenges, but we are positioned well. Our 
students work really hard,” said Sibley associate principal  
Scott Karlen.

Those attending Sibley in person will have some of their 
classes, including science, music and family consumer science, 

held in newly remodeled areas. Two new gyms and a fitness 
center will be completed by the end of summer, while a new 
aquatic center opened last fall. The improvements are among 
the districtwide projects funded by a $117 million referendum 
that was approved by voters in 2018.

About 75 percent of students at Mendota Elementary are 
now back in the classroom, according to Goldade. “Maybe two 
of 300 switched back to distance learning,” he said.

Since in-person classes resumed on a staggered schedule in 
early February, three classrooms had to be quarantined due to 
positive tests for COVID-19, traced to sources outside of school, 
Goldade said. 

Lunch periods are now spread out so that there are fewer 
than 50 students instead of 100 in the cafeteria at one time. 
Each lunch item is individually packaged. Gym classes limit 
the number of students to between 20 and 26, and social dis-
tancing is observed. 

Students stay in their assigned pods at recess, which is now 
limited to 15 minutes outside. “We’re fortunate to have a big 
playground,” Goldade said.

Three different areas on Somerset Elementary’s playground 
allow for groups of students to stay in their pods. Lunch is eat-
en in the classrooms. No classrooms there have had to quaran-
tine, said principal Libby Huettl.

As of now, the district is planning to have all eight of its 
schools open for full-time classes this fall. “I expect and hope 
we can do that, but COVID doesn’t always follow our plans,” 
Olson-Skog said. “We continue to be flexible and resilient in 
the face of ever-changing realities.”

Mendota Elementary fourth-grade teacher Lisa Hockett checks in 
with a student in class.  Photo by Brad Stauffer

Highland Park Middle School head engineer Kevin 
Olson sets up a HEPA air circulator as custodian 
Ray Hessler disinfects one of the classrooms with 
an electrostatic sprayer in preparation for the 
return of students on April 14.  Photo by Brad Stauffer

1b in-person learning

By Jane McClure

Along-debated University of Saint 
Thomas parking lot at the northwest 
corner of Grand and Cleveland av-

enues would be able to remain in place for up 
to 15 years if the Saint Paul Planning Commis-
sion grants its approval on April 3. The com-
mission’s Zoning Committee voted 7-1 on 
March 25 to recommend that the lot remain 
in place until March 31, 2036.

At that time, Saint Thomas must either sub-
mit another site plan to retain the parking lot 
or bring in a proposal for a mixed-use build-
ing that is consistent with the conditional use 
permit for the campus.

The university was allowed to expand its 
boundaries in 2004 to include the two blocks 
bounded by Summit, Cleveland, Grand and 
Cretin avenues. The permit called for the 
Grand-Cleveland corner to have a building 
with commercial uses on the first floor and 
student housing above.

How the site should be developed has been 
debated by neighbors and UST officials ever 

since the 32-space lot was deemed an interim 
use when the university’s McNeely Hall was 
planned in 2005 at the corner of Summit and 
Cleveland. UST recently proposed modifying 
the parking lot, with electric vehicle charging 
stations and bike racks. The lot would also get 
new landscaping.

The Zoning Committee laid the request 
over earlier in March, raising questions about 
the property’s long-term use. Most commis-
sioners liked UST’s proposal to redesign the 
lot, but they balked at the notion that the lot 
stay in place indefinitely.

Commissioner Luis Rangel-Morales cast 
the sole negative vote on March 25. “I think 
we’re just kicking the can down the road,” he 
said.

Earlier in March, commissioner Nate Hood 

questioned allowing the lot to be in place per-
manently. Development should “hold the cor-
ner,” he said, not a parking lot. 

Hood later quipped, “In 15 years all of our 
terms will be expired.” Planning Commission 
members can serve up to three consecutive 
three-year terms.

Amy McDonough, chief of staff to univer-
sity president Julie Sullivan, said the parking 
lot is not seen as permanent. “We hope to be 
back before you within 15 years with a better 
use for this space,” she said.

The parking lot has been operating under a 
temporary agreement that expired on March 
11. If the Planning Commission denies the uni-
versity’s request, the parking lot would have 
to be removed and the property converted to 
open space.

Loss of the lot could have a significant im-
pact on nearby Davanni’s restaurant, which 
rents 16 of the parking spaces for its custom-
ers. Davanni’s has lost parking in recent years 
due to nearby residential permit parking and 
the construction of bike lanes on Cleveland.

The request before the Planning Commis-

sion is for a modification of a condition of 
site plan approval, said senior city planner 
Josh Williams. “It’s a little unusual,” he said, 
adding that while a parking lot is not the best 
use for the property, “a lot has changed since 
2005.”

Back then, the Planning Commission found 
that surface parking was an acceptable use 
on the corner for a period not to exceed 10 
years. Because no plans to develop the lot took 
shape, Saint Thomas was given an additional 
three years in 2015 to maintain the lot. That 
permit was renewed in 2018 for an additional 
three years. Those past requests generated 
some neighborhood opposition, but this time 
around few people spoke against the request.

In recent years, Saint Thomas has com-
pleted several major projects as part of its 
new campus plan, including an athletic cen-
ter, a student center, a parking ramp and two  
dormitories.

The request for extended use of the parking 
lot has the support of the Macalester-Grove-
land Community Council and West Summit 
Neighborhood Advisory Committee.

District 197 schools adapt to new normal, return to in-person classes

UST parking lot could remain at Grand-Cleveland for another 15 years
“I think we’re just kicking 
the can down the road,” 
said commissioner Luis 

Rangel-Morales.

“We’re not going to make up 
all of the ground that’s been 
lost in just this last quarter 
of the year, but we have to 

start somewhere.”

– Ramsey Middle School 
Principal Teresa Vibar
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By Jane McClure

About 30 people attended a virtual 
open house on March 25 to discuss 
three options for a new intersection 

at Montreal Avenue and Elway Street as part 
of Ramsey County’s plan to extend Lexington 
Parkway from West Seventh Street to Shepard 
Road beginning in 2022. The public can view 
the alternatives and comment on them until 
April 15 at https://zan.mysocialpinpoint.com/
lexington-parkway-open-house.

Last year, Lexington was rerouted through 
the Lexington Landing senior housing devel-
opment on the former Riverside School prop-
erty and was extended to Adrian Street behind 
Highland Nursery. A traffic signal was recent-
ly installed, and sidewalks will be completed 
this spring.

The second phase of the project will con-
tinue the Lexington extension through coun-
ty-owned property and down a reconstructed 
Elway to Shepard Road. For bicyclists and 
pedestrians, it will also provide a more direct 
connection to local trails.

The Highland and West Seventh/Fort Road 

district councils have been reviewing the proj-
ect for the past several years. Their represen-
tatives on March 25 cited what had previously 
been a very dangerous intersection at West 
Seventh-Montreal-Lexington. 

The county has three options for the inter-
section of Lexington/Elway-Montreal. One is 
a two-way stop on Montreal, which would 
not take adjacent property but would make it 
harder to cross on foot or by bike.

A second is a raised roundabout in the mid-
dle of the intersection, which would provide 
better bike and pedestrian accommodations 
and promote smoother traffic flow. However, 
it would require taking what is now private 
property at some corners.

The third option is a “mini-roundabout,” a 
smaller, slightly raised structure. It would be 
designed so that emergency vehicles, buses 
and large trucks could drive over it. There 
would also be a raised pedestrian island.

Meeting participants raised questions 
about property acquisition, intersection de-
sign and how larger vehicles would navigate 
either roundabout option. Neighbors also 
asked about costs. Those have not been deter-
mined yet, but could range from about $2,000 
for the two-way stop to $500,000 for a mini-
roundabout and $2 million for a full round-
about.

The county is also looking at how to rebuild 
Elway, which is in a deteriorated condition. 
Lexington is a county road, but Elway is a city 
street, which requires working with the Saint 
Paul Department of Public Works. Elway 
might be renamed Lexington, but no decision 

on the name has been made.
The Lexington extension to Montreal would 

bring the street very close to some homes. It 
would also affect access to the Montreal Hi-
Rise apartment building.

Ramsey County project manager Nick 
Fischer said the county will be looking at 
property acquisition and will be in discussion 
with the residents and commercial property 
owners who would be affected. Those discus-
sions will happen after an alternative is cho-
sen.

The county recently wrapped up a survey 
on the design for the rest of Lexington and El-
way. Four designs were presented online, and 
almost 200 people weighed in. The designs 
had different configurations for traffic lanes 
and bicycle and pedestrian facilities.

No one design had a clear majority of sup-
port, according to the project team. There was 
agreement that Lexington and Elway should 
have one traffic lane in each direction. The op-
tion of a center median rose to the top, with an 
access opening for housing along Elway. 

Both of the preferred options offered off-
road bike and pedestrian paths. One has a 
sidewalk on the east side of the street. Work 
on street design options is continuing, with a 
final design expected to be announced in the 
future.

Public comments sought on next phase of Lexington reroute

By Jane McClure

Aproposed multifamily housing devel-
opment on the northeast corner of 
Marshall Avenue and Finn Street has 

grown from 30 to 59 dwelling units under an 
amended plan that will be reviewed by the 
Saint Paul Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) in a 
public hearing at 3 p.m. Monday, April 5.

Developer Jon Schwartzman is seeking a 
parking variance and a rear-yard setback vari-
ance for the development with the blessings 
of the Union Park District Council (UPDC) 
land use committee. However, the commit-
tee recommended against a sideyard setback 
variance, citing a neighbor’s concerns about 
apartment balconies jutting too close to a 
shared property line.

The development would replace the duplex 
at 2097 Marshall Ave. as well as the single-
family homes at 2103, 2111 and 2115 Marshall. 
The properties are zoned RM1, for lower- 
density multifamily residential.

Schwartzman is planning two buildings. 
The first, facing Marshall, would have nine 
three-bedroom loft-style apartments. The 
second building faces Finn Street and is lo-
cated between the first building and the alley. 
It would have 15 one-bedroom units and 35 
two- and three-bedroom units.

The project when it was reviewed by the 
UPDC land use committee a year ago had 
only 21 apartments in the building facing Finn 
Street. At that time, no variances were being 
sought. However, changes to multifamily 
zoning adopted by the City Council last fall 

allow developers to increase housing density 
if they agree to include some apartments that 
are affordable to households making 60 per-
cent or less of the Twin Cities area median in-
come. The apartments have to maintain that 
affordability for at least 15 years. 

Schwartzman has added a fourth level to 
the apartment building on the alley and he 
expanded its footprint to the east to increase 
the number of apartments from 21 to 50.

The development would normally require 
81 off-street parking spaces, or 73 spaces 
with the bicycle parking that the developer is 
planning. Sixty-one spaces are proposed for a 
parking variance of 12 spaces. Schwartzman 
is also seeking a rear-yard setback of 21 feet, 
a variance of four feet from the normally re-
quired 25 feet, and a sideyard setback of four 

feet, a variance of five feet from the normally 
required nine feet.

The UPDC committee at its meeting on 
March 15 recommended approval of the park-
ing variance and the rear-yard setback vari-
ance despite the concerns of local residents 
about the density of the development and the 
shortage of on-street parking in the area. 

“All of a sudden we have double the size of 
the apartment building,” said Kuhnal Nepal, 
whose home is located just east of the devel-
opment. “Neighbors have seen this area move 
from a single-family neighborhood to apart-
ments. Parking is a problem right now.”

Nepal succeeded in persuading the UPDC 
committee to vote against the sideyard set-
back variance, which Schwartzman is seek-
ing to accommodate five-foot balconies. The 

developer said that without the variance he 
could put “Juliet-style” balconies on the east 
side of the building with a door opening but 
no outdoor deck space.

Neighbors said they would welcome the 
new affordable housing. Just how many af-
fordable units would be provided was not 
known. That number is typically set during 
city staff review, and as of late last week that 
review had yet to be completed.

Some UPDC committee members said the 
15-year period required for affordability was 
too short. Others thought the threshold of 
affordability was too high. “We’re meeting a 
need for more housing, but we’re not meeting 
a need for deeper affordability,” said commit-
tee member Bruce Corrie. The land use com-
mittee asked Schwartzman to consider offer-
ing rents that are affordable to those with very 
low incomes.

This would be Schwartzman’s second de-
velopment on Marshall Avenue in Merriam 
Park. In the summer of 2019 he completed 
work on a five-story, 16-unit apartment build-
ing at Marshall and Moore Street. Those 
apartments have three or four bedrooms, or 
enough to accommodate up to 61 residents, 
and they were expected to attract mostly  
college students. 

Schwartzman believes this latest project 
would appeal to young professionals. “It’s not 
furnished units,” he said of the Marshall-Finn 
project. “It’s market-rate units.”

To take part in the public hearing on April 5, 
visit  tinyurl.com/mudtzud9 and click on the 
agenda for April 5.

The second phase of construction will extend Lex-
ington Parkway through county right-of-way and 
along Elway Street to connect with Shepard Road.

Alternatives outlined for 
Elway-Montreal crossing

Developer proposes a doubling of housing units at Marshall and Finn

John Schwartzman has come back with a proposal for two new buildings at 2097-2115 Marshall Ave. Nine 
loft-style apartments would face Marshall (top). The four-story building (above) along the alley behind 
the lofts would have 50 units, some of which would meet the definition of affordable housing. 

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave • 651- 224-4321

Highland Park Office
723 S Cleveland • 651- 698-2434

edinarealty.com

Vacant Lot/ MapLewood!
Over one half an acre zoned 
residential possibly build 5 
townhomes or single family. 
Cant find what you are look-
ing for? Build it! 

651 260-5133 $100,000tom StrombeckMary HardyMary Hardy

dIStInctIVe tUdoR!
1894 Summit: Enjoy wonderful 
kitchen, family room and master 
suite addition. Lots of original 
1920's charm, woodwork, built-
ins, 2 FP, 5BR, 4BA, 3 garage. 
A beauty!
612 751-0729         $799,900

7-9 cRocUS HILL
Spectacular, Clarence John-
ston designed duplex in cov-
eted, Crocus location.. Glori-
ous, double lot with mature 
gardens. Each unit has 3+ BR, 
and 2 baths. 4 floors of space.
612 751-0729     $1,150,000 nicole Lettner

439 MoUnt cURVe!
Charming 4BR/3BA Tudor 
situated on an oversized lot. 
Thoughtful renovations afford 
modern amenities and style 
while maintaining sought after 
classic details.  
651 331-1735        $685,000

NEW LISTING!

NEW LISTING!

COMING SOON!
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tion with the Confederacy and slavery. 
Kenefick, who emphasized his family’s long 

ties to Saint Paul, said he does not want the 
redevelopment to become an “us-against-
them” situation. He said he is concerned 
about the future of Grand and contended that 
the project would give the street a needed 
boost. 

“Grand has gone from an uppercase ‘G’ to 
a lowercase ‘g,’” he said. “What if we use this 
model to say, ‘This is how you grow Grand Av-
enue?’”

Some Summit Hill neighbors have strong 
feelings about the proposal. “Your project 
will likely have a strong negative impact on 
the properties immediately around you,” 
said Hillary Parsons. She and other neighbors 
asked about potential property damage dur-
ing construction, and the impact of a taller 
building overshadowing smaller ones nearby.

“As someone whose view and light will be 
completely blocked by this huge building, I 
am very opposed to it,” said neighbor Barbara 
Brown. “I understand the need for develop-
ment, but this is too large and too tall.” 

Other people said there is a great need for 
new investment on Grand, given the number 
of its empty storefronts. Several people said 
Grand needs to change if it is to thrive again.

“High-density housing could absolutely 
save Grand Avenue,” said neighbor Emma 
Burns. “As someone who lives in an east-fac-
ing apartment, I can sympathize with being 
concerned about how much light a space gets. 
But how this project could affect a finite num-
ber of properties should not determine the fu-
ture of the success of our neighborhood.”

“I support this project and feel it will im-
prove Grand Avenue and the surrounding 
area,” said neighbor Beth Sternitzky. “I hope 

this comes to fruition.”
Others said they liked the proposed build-

ing, but wanted to see it lowered by a level or 
have its parking access changed. 

“This project could be very positive for the 
neighborhood,” said neighbor Michael Har-
toonian. “However, a major concern is traffic 
in the alley and litter caused by the cars and 
trucks that will service this building, as well as 
the renters. Renters alone would increase cars 
by over 100, we assume.”

The developers have met with members of 
the Summit Hill Association (SHA) to shape 
ideas for the development. Eventually, the 
SHA will be asked to make a recommendation 
on a zoning change, likely from commercial 
to Traditional Neighborhoods 3. A variance 
would also be required from the East Grand 

Avenue Overlay District, which limits build-
ing heights to three stories. The building at its 
tallest level would be 56 feet high. The project 
will eventually go to the Planning Commis-
sion and City Council for final approvals.

The overlay district is “very restrictive,” 
said Bob Loken of ESG Architects, the project’s 
designer. He questioned whether the district 
was still meeting the neighborhood’s needs.

SHA board members said the project is 
helping inform their current efforts to update 
the Summit Hill neighborhood plan. A recent 
survey on the plan indicated mixed respons-
es to the types of housing the neighborhood 
needs and whether the overlay district should 
stay in place.

SHA Zoning and Land Use Committee chair 
Simon Taghioff said the last major develop-
ment on the avenue was in 2004 when the 
mixed-use Oxford Hill went up at Grand and 
Oxford Street. Noting that much denser de-
velopment is going up on University Avenue 
and in Highland Park, Taghioff asked, “Where 
does that leave Grand? We haven’t changed, 

but the city around us has.”
The market-rate apartments would be a 

mix of one- to three-bedroom units, with  
some smaller alcove units. The living space 
would also have a second-level terrace, club 
room and fitness room for residents’ use. 

The building would include 32 commercial 
parking spaces accessed from Saint Albans 
and 73 underground residential parking spac-
es accessed from the Grand-Summit alley. 

Use of the alley generated considerable de-
bate. The three restaurants currently use the 
alley for deliveries. The new building would 
have a setback from the alley for deliveries.

Some of those at the meeting pushed for af-
fordable housing and others asked that there 
be initiatives to include a business owned by 
people of color in the third commercial space. 

About 30 people are currently employed 
at the three restaurants and the hope is that 
many of them will find jobs with other Twin 
Cities eateries during construction. 

For a link to the April 8 meeting, go to 
summithillassociation.org/695grandave.

Changes lie ahead for the property at 695 Grand Ave., pictured at left, that is currently home to Dixie’s, 
Saji-ya and Emmet’s restaurants. Above is a drawing of the proposed five-story, 81-unit apartment build-
ing with three ground-floor commercial spaces being proposed for the site. Photo at left by Brad Stauffer

By Jane McClure

Plans to replace three houses with a 
four-story, 16-unit apartment building 
at 1617-1627 Marshall Ave. can proceed 

following a 4-1 vote by the Saint Paul Board of 
Zoning Appeals (BZA) on March 22 to approve 
a front-yard setback variance.

The property is zoned Traditional Neigh-
borhoods 2, so no zoning change is required. 
The minimum front-yard setback is 13.5 feet, 
while developer Jerome Exley and Blooming-
ton-based Grand Investments sought a 5-foot 
setback to improve the parking lot’s design 
and provide more space in the backyard.

Two of the houses to be torn down are sin-
gle-family homes and the third is a converted 
triplex. The new building would have a mix 
of two- and three-bedroom units, and 16 off-
street parking spaces accessed off of Fry.

The project has generated some neighbor-
hood opposition. Some opponents have ar-
gued that the new building would be too close 
to the street. Some have also contended that 
they have not had time to review the plans, 
and that the project should be delayed.

Neighborhood concerns kept the full Union 
Park District Council from making a recom-
mendation on the variance. Its Committee on 
Land Use and Economic Development voted 
in February to recommend approval.

BZA staff recommended approval of the 
variance on the condition that all three prop-
erties be combined. 

In 2019-2020, Exley also demolished two 
houses and built a four-story apartment 
building at 1611 Marshall. That project did not 
need variances. 

For this latest development, he planned to 
only demolish 1617-1621 Marshall and build 

a smaller apartment building. However, the 
owner of 1627 Marshall then agreed to sell his 
lot to him.

Exley argued that the setback for 1617-1627 
Marshall should be approved to provide con-
sistency on the block. He said the planned six-
story, 97-unit PAK Properties development on 
the southeast corner of Marshall and Fry will 
have the same setback when it is built.

Exley said the setback will enable him to  
provide a 16-space parking lot and not have 
to seek a parking variance. BZA board mem-
ber Diane Trout-Oertel asked if underground 
parking could be provided instead. However, 
at a cost of about $40,000 per underground 
space, Exley said that was not feasible.

Other commissioners said they appreciated 
the tradeoff. “You made the choice of one over 
another for a reason,” said board member 
Daniel Miller.

Roger Meyer, who lives a couple of blocks 
from the site, said the setback places the pro-
posed building too close to Marshall. “There 
could be other ways to reconfigure the devel-
opment,” he said.

Board member Robert Clarksen moved for 
denial, saying he thought the property may be 
overbuilt. His motion died for lack of a second. 
Board members Miller, Trout-Oertel, Marilyn 
Porter and Thomas Saylor voted to approve 
the variance.

Exley also is proposing to replace Roxy 
Cleaners at the northwest corner of Saint 
Clair and Cleveland avenues with a five-story 
mixed-use building. Variances for building 
height, floor area ratio and off-street parking 
were laid over by the BZA until April 5. The 
project was also postponed in March due to 
an incomplete application.

By Jane McClure

Aformer auto repair garage at 156 N. 
Dale St. will be transformed into space 
for as many as three businesses under 

a renovation plan approved on March 22 by 
the Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC). 
The plan is likely to end a long-simmering 
controversy over the century-old brick struc-
ture, which is located in the Historic Hill Dis-
trict just south of the intersection of Selby Av-
enue and Dale Street.

The HPC voted 7-0 last March to deny a de-
molition permit for the one-story building. 
Developer Jim LaValle had sought to demolish 
the structure after dropping an earlier plan to 
renovate the building as a salon when he dis-
covered the structure needed more work than 
anticipated. 

The following month, the HPC approved 
LaValle’s plan for a new five-story apartment 

building around the corner on Selby. LaValle 
wanted the building to be L-shaped and ex-
tend to the Dale Street lot, but when he re-
turned to the HPC for a demolition permit in 
October, it was denied on a 6-2 vote. LaValle 
appealed the ruling to the City Council, but 
withdrew the appeal before the hearing.

HPC members praised the latest renovation 
plan. “I know it’s been a drawn-out process,” 

said commissioner Stuart MacDonald, “but I 
think this has been done very well.”

LaValle worked with Carlsen and Frank Ar-
chitects on the renovation plan. Alison Suhan 
Eggers, the city’s senior historic preservation 
planner, recommended approval based solely 
on the building’s exterior appearance. The de-
sign of the interior will depend on who leases 
the 4,626 square feet of space.

The renovation would include three en-
trances at the front of the building as well 
as two patios. According to architect Sylvia 
Frank, the building’s Traditional Neighbor-
hoods 3 zoning does not require any off-street 
parking. However, a handicapped parking 
space and a short-term parking space are 
planned off of the alley.

One goal of the renovation is to open up 
long-bricked-up windows to bring in more 
natural light. The interior needs considerable 
work. It has trenches and pits in the floor from 
its past use for car repairs. 

Early maps show that the original 1915 
structure occupied the entire 6,789-square-
foot lot. However, in 1926 a permit was issued 
to demolish the front of the building and con-
struct a new facade further back from Dale 
Street. The intent, it is believed, was to make 
room for gas pumps.

 Many Yarns Hair by JoanMilande's Pastries

156 North Dale Street Shops/Restaurant

BZA approves development of 4-story apartment on Marshall-Fry

Plan to renovate old Dale Street garage gets HPC’s blessing

1b dixie’s site

An artist’s rendering of the proposed facade for the old brick building at 156 N. Dale St.
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City Council lays over until April 7 
appeal on Lexington Station plan

The fate of the six-story Lexington Station 
housing development at 411-417 N. Lexington 
Pkwy. will not be known for at least another 
week. Citing the need for further review of 
conditions that could be placed on the proj-
ect’s site plan, Saint Paul City Council mem-
ber Dai Thao laid over until April 7 an appeal 
by developer Alatus to approve the site plan.

The Saint Paul Planning Commission voted 
8-7 in February to deny the site plan. The de-
velopment has become a flash point in the 
debate over gentrification and affordable 
housing in the adjacent neighborhoods of 
Summit-University and Frogtown. 

Supporters contend that the mixed-use 
project would bring much needed housing to 
the area. It would be built on a long-vacant 
lot that is appropriately zoned Traditional 
Neighborhoods 4, and Alatus is not seeking 
any variances or public subsidies.

Opponents argue that the project does not 
meet the goals of the city’s comprehensive 
and neighborhood plans and that it would 
have a negative impact on the character of the 
surrounding area. 

The $59 million project would provide 288 
apartments, 3,000 square feet of ground floor 
commercial space and 254 structured park-
ing spaces. The housing would be a mix of 
alcoves, studio, one-, two- and four-bedroom 
apartments. Fifty percent of them would be 
affordable to households making no more 
than 60 percent of the Twin Cities area’s  
median income.

Commission OKs plans for pair of 
apartment projects on Lexington

Two multifamily housing projects on Lex-
ington Parkway won final approvals from the 
Saint Paul Planning Commission on March 19.

The James Avenue Apartments, a 91-unit 
apartment building on the southeast corner 
of Lexington Parkway and James Avenue, was 
approved for a conditional use permit to al-
low a height of 65 feet, along with several set-
back variances. The developers are Chet Funk,  
Erich Leidel and Nathan Jameson.

The project involves removing six houses 
and constructing a building that would be 
five stories on its western end and four stories 
on the eastern end. Two levels of structured 
parking would accommodate 88 cars.

The commission also approved a condi-
tional use permit that would allow a building 
height of up to 50 feet for the second phase of 
the Lexington Landing senior complex near 
West Seventh Street. The proposed four-story 
building would be the second of two taking 

up the 5-acre triangular parcel that was the 
former home to Riverside School.

Lexington Landing’s first phase is a five-
story, 170-unit building at the corner of West 
Seventh Street and Montreal Avenue. It of-
fers a mix of independent, assisted living and 
memory care units.

The second phase will have 91 independent 
living units, underground parking and a guest 
suite. It will be similar in appearance to the 
first building. The property is owned by the 
J.A. Wedum Foundation.

Dunning Park playground to get 
upgrade with help from Kaboom!

The Saint Paul City Council approved an 
agreement with the nonprofit organization 
Kaboom! on March 17 for new playground 
equipment as part of the improvements be-
ing planned for the city’s Dunning Park. The 
equipment will be installed at a date still to be 
determined.

Kaboom! is coordinating the renovation 

of the playground at Marshall Avenue and 
Griggs Street with the Saint Paul Department 
of Parks and Recreation. The city will contrib-
ute $17,000 toward the project, and donations 
raised by Kaboom! will cover the rest. 

Kaboom! has built more than 17,000 play-
grounds across the country since 1996. 

Sound wall to go up on south side 
of I-94 between Prior & Fairview

The Saint Paul City Council approved a 
cooperative agreement with the Minnesota 
Department of Transportation (MnDOT) 
on March 17 to build a sound wall along the 
south side of I-94 between Prior and Fairview 
avenues. 

The city will pay for 10 percent of the cost of 
the sound wall, which has a total price tag of 
$974,578. The state will direct and supervise 
construction, and the agreement gives the 
city the right to weigh in on the project and 
the construction contract. It also allows the 
city to perform maintenance work adjacent to 

the wall, such as vegetation control and graf-
fiti abatement.

Sound walls in the Merriam Park neigh-
borhood have been controversial in the past. 
There has also been debate on whether sound 
walls are effective in reducing freeway noise.

The project recently won approval from 
MnDOT’s Metro District Stand-Alone Noise 
Barrier Program. The intent is to build the wall 
during the current construction season. 

Council approves Big Top liquor 
license as it seeks a new location

Even though its building is an arson-dam-
aged shell, Big Top Liquors has obtained city 
approval to renew its off-sale liquor license. 
The Saint Paul City Council approved the re-
newal on March 24.

The liquor store at 1544 University Ave. 
was looted and set ablaze in May during the 
civil unrest that followed the death of George 
Floyd in Minneapolis. Former Minneapolis 
Police Officer Derek Chauvin is now on trial 
for the murder of Floyd.

The longtime Midway Center liquor store, 
which is owned by Applebaum Companies, 
moved to a former Perkins restaurant in 2018 
after its original building was slated for demo-
lition to make way for the Allianz Field Major 
League Soccer stadium.

Using the former Perkins meant having to 
get a waiver from distance requirements be-
cause it is within 300 feet of Snelling Avenue 
Wine and Spirits at 500 N. Snelling Ave. Snel-
ling Wine and Spirits was also extensively 
damaged in May 2020, but is being rebuilt. 

Big Top’s lease was terminated by Mid-
way Center’s owners last year, along with the 
leases of other businesses in the adjacent strip 
mall. A hearing is scheduled for April 6 before 
city officials on a remove or repair order.

Big Top’s owners have indicated to city of-
ficials that they are unaware of any plans by 
their landlord to include the liquor store in 
any future redevelopment at the site. An am-
bitious master plan is in place for the block 
bounded by Pascal Street and Saint Anthony, 
Snelling and University avenues. Applebaum 
Companies has retained a real estate broker 
and is now reviewing its options.

The city’s Department of Safety and In-
spections acted in January to renew the Big 
Top license. However, because Big Top was 
forced to close and has not been operating, the 
request had to go to the City Council for ap-
proval. The council’s action allows Big Top to 
retain its off-sale license until February 1, 2022 
while the search for a new location continues.

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure.

News Briefs

A taste of spring weather. A sunny March day made for a perfect afternoon 
outing for friends Alex Alexander and Alexa Hales with children Alexander, 9 months, and Audrey, 6 
months, as they picnicked along Shepard Road. Photo by Brad Stauffer

   

How Sweet it is to be 
at Iris Park Commons Assisted Living

Chef-prepared meals 
better than home cooking
Watters Pub, Bistro, � ne 
and casual dining
Creative Ventures Arts 
and Engagement
Active Living Exercise 
and Wellbeing

Move in and Enjoy!

Come by for a tour and take home a sweet treat courtesy 
of our wonderful culinary team

www.episcopalhomes.org/
irisparkcommons

Call 651-632-8858 for more information or contact 
Bethany at bburns@episcopalhomes.org

A trusted name in senior 
living for over 125 years
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VIEWPOINT
By James Schoettler

Ramsey County is gearing up for its “locally preferred 
alternative” for the Riverview Transit Corridor—the 
so-called modern streetcar line between downtown 

Saint Paul and Minneapolis-Saint Paul International Airport. 
The current plan reflects a fundamental misunderstanding of 
transit needs in the Riverview Corridor. It also misrepresents 
the modern streetcar, which will be woefully inadequate to 
the task and will miss important opportunities to benefit the 
East Metro region.

The Riverview Corridor has two important transit needs. 
The first is local service on West Seventh Street for area 
residents to access local businesses and services. This requires 
a bus with many stops to pick up and drop off passengers. 
Riverview is also a major transit corridor connecting the East 
Metro with the airport. With the Blue Line and the Green 
Line, it forms the third leg of the transit triangle that lies 
at the core of the regional transit system. It needs regional 
transit service that is frequent, fast and dependable on a 
dedicated right-of-way with a limited number of strategically 
located stations. 

The modern streetcar attempts to answer both the local 
and regional transit needs, but it manages to serve each very 
poorly. The handful of stations proposed for West Seventh 
Street means there would be little local service. A modern 
streetcar running in traffic means that regional transit service 
would be inadequate and undependable. This is not a good 
formula for transit service today and certainly not a formula 
for attracting new development in the future. 

Ramsey County has widely promoted its modern streetcar 
with photos of other cities’ streetcars. Streetcars may be 
cute and nostalgic, but modern streetcar implies a vehicle 

with a low chassis for easy access to and from the curb and 
a narrow body to minimize the impact on adjoining traffic. 
Unfortunately, the Riverview streetcar’s chassis must be high 
enough and the vehicle wide enough to accommodate the 
two Green Line and seven Blue Line light-rail stations that it 
would use at each end of the route. In fact, approximately half 
of the streetcar’s route is on existing light-rail track. 

There is a way to provide both high-quality local bus 
service the full length of West Seventh Street and high-
quality regional transit service the full length of the Riverview 
Corridor with a light-rail line in a dedicated right-of-way. The 
Riverview light-rail line could follow the Canadian Pacific 
railroad spur from Highland Park east to Emma Street and 
the Shepard Road median to downtown Saint Paul. The West 
Seventh bus could connect to each light-rail station along the 
route, affording local residents easy access to both the airport 
and downtown. A short tunnel under a portion of downtown 
would allow for new stations at Xcel Energy Center and 
Landmark Center, and that way there would be no disruption 
during light-rail construction for West Seventh or downtown. 

Following the CP Rail spur also avoids all of the problems 
with the modern streetcar’s river crossing at Fort Snelling. 
Instead, there could be a station at the south end of the 
Highland Bridge development and a new river crossing from 
the southwest corner of the former Ford site to the area of 
54th Street and Hiawatha Avenue in Minneapolis and the 
Blue Line just north of the VA Hospital. This route would 
better serve Highland Park, reduce traffic congestion from 
the Highland Bridge development and save a quarter-billion 
dollars.

Now is the time for Ramsey County to make these changes 
and give us the transit service we truly need and can afford. 
However, it won’t happen unless readers call Ramsey County 
commissioner Raphael Ortega and Saint Paul City Council 
member Chris Tolbert and demand that the locally preferred 
alternative be reconsidered.

James Schoettler is a resident of Highland Park who for the 
past seven years has been closely following the deliberations of the 
Riverview Corridor Technical and Policy advisory committees.

Modern streetcar does not measure up to Riverview’s needs
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ROUTE 
LENGTH 

11.7 
miles

TOTAL 
NUMBER OF 

STATIONS

20

TRAVEL 
TIME

44 min.

2040 DAILY 
RIDERSHIP 

Total 20,400
Transit-dependent 

4,600
New Riders 2,700

CAPITAL 
COST 
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$1.4B-$ . B
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Riverview Draft Locally  
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Existing Station

Riverview Station 

Sub-option to be analyzed in 
future project phase 

#

Downtown

Operating Environment
• Dedicated and shared use
• Dedicated connections with Green and Blue Lines
• Decisions will be made in future phases to determine

which segments will be dedicated vs. shared use

Modern Streetcar: 
W. 7th - Hwy 5 / Fort Snelling

The route of the locally preferred alternative for the Riverview 
Corridor between downtown Saint Paul and the Mall of America.  

INBOX
Dangerous precedent on Grand

I have just about had it with zoning variances being handed 
out by the city of Saint Paul, as if the rules that were sensibly 
set up by retired City Council member Dave Thune and other 
concerned residents mean absolutely nothing (“Plans for 
mixed-use building resurfaces at Dixie’s on Grand,” Villager, 
March 17). The property owner at 695 Grand Ave. tried to get 
the neighborhood to agree once before to a new five-story 
building on a site zoned for a maximum of three stories. It 
is so shortsighted to keep weighing on the side of business 
when the city also has obligations to precedent and to the 
residents who live here.

I was so disappointed to hear that the owners of Emmett’s, 
Saji-Ya and Dixie’s are once again trying to push their 
interests above the established maximum of three stories. 
If they get their variance, nothing will stop others from 
requesting a variance for five stories. Grand Avenue is unique 
in its character, and we don’t want the tone to change as it 
did in the Uptown area. The result has ruined that business 
district in Minneapolis, and the same will happen here.

The city has an obligation to uphold the character of Grand 
Avenue and not to hand out variances just because they are 
requested by opportunistic businesses. There have been far 
too many granted in recent years. Restrictions should mean 
something, and it is up to the City Council to be responsible to 
the neighborhood’s taxpaying residents. It’s so easy to ruin a 
one-of-a-kind street. 

Please don’t allow this five-story structure to be built. 
Consider the future and what this detrimental change would 
mean going forward.

Betsy Turner
Summit Hill

Expand path along river road
I have lived on Mississippi River Boulevard near the 

Marshall Avenue-Lake Street Bridge for more than 10 years. 
During that time I have walked, run and bicycled on its path 
hundreds of times. As city leaders consider reducing river road 
from a two-way to a one-way street in order to accommodate 
a larger pedestrian and bicycle path, I have two words: Please 
do.

The current path configuration is dangerously complicated 
and small. There are several situations that require the most 
caution: grandparents, parents, young children and dogs 
going for a walk; parents with young children on bicycles; 

two friends walking and talking in the middle of the path; 
spandex-clad men on expensive bicycles going too fast.

As a slow runner and a medium-speed bicyclist, I have had 
near misses with all the above. We should not be discouraging 
these groups from coming to river road. We want to see more 
families, children, seniors, people in wheelchairs, dogs and, 
yes, spandex-clad bicyclists. And we can do it safely. A bigger 
path and less car traffic are the answers.

John Welsh
Merriam Park

Giving bicyclists a bad name
My wife and I attempted to cross Mississippi River 

Boulevard at Randolph Avenue on Sunday, March 21. This 
intersection has all-way stop signs. As we stepped out onto 
river road, we were nearly run over twice. Two different 
groups of bicyclists heading north—with plenty of advanced 
warning of our crossing—could not be bothered to slow 
down much less stop for their stop sign. When we pointed 
out the sign, we were told to “mind your own business.”

Bicyclists wonder why they are held in disregard by some 
pedestrians.

Mike Kowski
Macalester-Groveland

Ease up on river road rhetoric
Several correspondents in the March 3 Villager Inbox are 

in high dudgeon over “speeding bicyclists” along Mississippi 
River Boulevard. One claims that bicyclists try to go 30 mph 
and recommends lowering the speed limit to 8 mph on the 
combined path. Bicycles generally don’t come equipped with 
speedometers. I know I don’t exceed 10 mph on my bike, or I 
could make the trip to work (about 5 miles) in under half an 
hour, but 8 mph would prohibit me from making it in under 
40 minutes.

Another correspondent complains of cyclists neglecting to 
announce their passing. What often happens when a cyclist 
audibly signals is that the pedestrians splay out, maybe 
fling out their arms and hop about like startled rabbits. 
Quite reasonably, if there’s enough room to pass, a cyclist 
might avoid prompting such a self-endangering reaction. An 
underlying problem seems to be that bicycles somehow freak 
some people out. Many a driver or pedestrian reacts as if the 
cyclist’s very presence violates the norms of society, if not the 
laws of nature.

The recent outpouring of anti-bicyclist fervor has 
been provoked by an overweening proposal to close the 
southbound lane of river road to vehicular traffic, turning 
it into a bike lane. For local homeowners, that must seem 
tantamount to a taking of private property. Better that we 
share the road than harm the interests of our fellows. As a 
cyclist, I need no more than the existing bike lanes and the 
rules of the road that govern us all. Only let the snow and ice 
be cleared and the roads fixed so that it’s safe to ride, run or 
walk.

Incidentally, in some stretches along the river, the path is 
divided, allotting two lanes (one each way) to cyclists and 
one to pedestrians. This arrangement could satisfy those who 
wish to regiment others, and it could even work, provided 
pedestrians (and their dogs) stay in their lane. They don’t, 
naturally, but as long as people are alert, that’s fine.

Eva von Dassow
Lexington-Hamline

Protect U.S. from catastrophe
As an emergency management professional, I have 

dedicated my career to protecting the safety of people across 
our state. However, every year we are seeing increasingly 
severe weather and flooding. Unless we build our 
communities for future risk, we will see more of our friends 
and neighbors suffer from natural disasters. One area we 
must focus on is transportation infrastructure. After years 
of underfunding, the nation’s transportation infrastructure 
is in dire need of major repairs and upgrades. This has to 
be a priority. Failing to do so puts people’s lives at risk and 
threatens our economy. 

If roads are flooded by record rainfall, trucks cannot deliver 
food. If air traffic is grounded for days by snow or ice, it slows 
package delivery and business. If a bridge or culvert has been 
washed out, emergency medical crews cannot help those in 
need. The list goes on.

That is why Congress should pass a transportation 
infrastructure bill that prioritizes resilience. This means 
projects should incorporate protective features to reduce the 
risk of recurring damage. Additionally, communities will 
need funding to do resilience planning so they know where 
to spend public dollars effectively. Lastly, states should be 
allowed to use funds from existing programs to support 
resilience measures.

inbox  c9
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This is the kind of forward-thinking planning, investing 
and building we must do to keep our communities safe in the 
years to come.

Rick Larkin
Bloomington

Editor’s note: The writer is the former director of Emergency 
Management for the city of Saint Paul and past-president of the 
Association of Minnesota Emergency Managers.

 

Rep. Pinto has failed us
When the children of our district needed him most, state 

Representative Dave Pinto (DFL-District 64B) was nowhere 
to be found. Instead of fighting to provide a quality education 
for the children who need it most, Pinto has been siding with 
the teachers’ unions and working to keep students out of the 
classroom. 

School closures have had a devastating effect on our 
children. Depression and suicide rates have gone up, while 
engagement and grades have gone down. That is not even 
considering the parents who have not been able to go to work 
because they need to stay home and watch their children 
attend school on Zoom.

Representative Pinto needs to side with the families in 
his district and vote to repeal Governor Walz’s disastrous 
emergency powers that have kept children out of the 
classroom. This is not a partisan issue, as the Minnesota State 
Senate passed a resolution on March 18 to revoke Walz’s 
overreaching powers with bipartisan support (38-29). Four 
DFL senators crossed party lines to support the repeal.

The Legislature must go further than a simple repeal of 
Walz’s powers. They must send a message to the governor 
that shutting out our legislators by executive order is not 
acceptable. Representative Pinto must sign on to HR-2—the 
articles of impeachment against Governor Walz.

 
Woodrow Lievers

Highland Park

Arguing for ash tree removal
There have been several recent letters to the editor 

complaining about the removal of ash trees in Saint Paul. I 
would counter that we need more rapid action in removing 
all ash trees on public property and encouraging the same on 
private property. One needs to consider protecting the ash 
trees in natural settings. 

The emerald ash borer is a threat to all three native ash tree 
species in Minnesota—white ash, black ash and green ash. 
Black ash is the most critical of the three to protect. Black ash 
is the dominant tree species in several of the native wet forest 
communities found throughout the two forested ecological 
provinces in our state. These intact plant communities 
cover a considerable amount of acreage in Minnesota, and 
the rapid infestation of the emerald ash borer will have dire 
consequences. The metro area is a hot spot for the emerald 
ash borer, and we need to slow the spread where it matters 
most. If you want to know what inaction on the issue looks 
like, consider Michigan. The ash tree population in that 

state has been decimated; entire forest systems have been 
destroyed.

We need to proceed with diverse tree plantings throughout 
Saint Paul, preferably with a variety of native species. The tree 
species appropriate for this region of the state include sugar 
maple, red maple, paper birch, bitternut hickory, white oak, 
northern pin oak, bur oak, northern red oak and American 
basswood.

Scott Milburn
Highland Park

Editor’s note: Scott Milburn is a professional botanist and 
president of the Minnesota Native Plant Society.

City needs a capable leader
I’m wondering if there’s anyone in Saint Paul willing to 

stand in this fall’s election as a candidate against Mayor 
Melvin Carter. I’ll grant you, the mayor looks like someone 
who was sent by central casting: handsome, great smile, good 
at glad-handing, does alright with what-the-folks-want-to-
hear speeches. But in matters of consequence, he seems to be 
in way over his head. And I think dissatisfaction with the way 
in which matters are run is showing up in the ever more put-
out people taking time to write letters to this newspaper.

From the git-go, Mayor Carter hired a six-figures-per-
year chief resilience officer whose job none of us could 
describe. Then he got himself a PR person and hired three 
intermediaries between himself and the seven-member City 
Council. Total cost in unnecessary salaries: about $500,000, 
at a time when our city’s public infrastructure is falling apart. 
Healthy ash trees are being felled to “save” them, with no 
plan to replace the trees until maybe eight years out. Beautiful 
90-plus-year-old housing is being razed in order to increase 
the tax base by erecting yet more market-rate, shoebox-with-
balconies, high-rise apartments.

It’s time for us to elect a mayor with a lot of business 
savvy and an ability to take in the big picture with forward-
thinking ideas. Think how different things might’ve been if 
we had elected Tom Goldstein with his business and legal 
backgrounds. Maybe he’d be willing to run again before yet 
more taxpayers vote with their feet and move out of town.

This city needs a capable leader.
Kathleen Deming

Macalester-Groveland

Preserve the Ponds
I am looking forward to the upcoming golf season. One 

of the best courses in Ramsey County is the Ponds at Battle 
Creek in Maplewood. I understand that the course was set 
to close for the development of “affordable housing,” but 
the citizens of Maplewood pushed back and have delayed 
the closure. In addition to providing much-needed green 
space and a healthy outdoor activity, the Ponds promotes 
participation by minorities and local youths through its First 
Tee program. 

Golf may be frustrating at times, but it is a great way to 
enjoy the outdoors. So I was surprised to learn that Ramsey 
County commissioner Jim McDonough is upset over the delay 
in closing the Ponds. Mr. McDonough apparently feels the 
only way to build affordable housing is by destroying much- 

needed green space. He went so far as to accuse those upset 
by the closure as being motivated by “white privilege.” 

The Ponds is both reasonably priced and close to Saint Paul. 
We need more green space for our community, not less.

Jim Piga 
Highland Park

A riot, or a revolt against racism
Regarding “Businesses struggle to rebuild in the wake 

of last summer’s riots (Villager, March 17): Aside from the 
obvious framing of last summer’s uprising as a riot, there 
was not one mention in the article of the absolutely senseless 
murder of George Floyd by an out-of-control cop. Instead, 
it framed the uprising—a true taxpayers’ revolt against 
systemic racism and police brutality—as some sort of 
senseless act by out-of-control black people. The article is a 
perfect example of what truly ails this city—racism.

Black lives matter. Stop with the charade that property 
damage is equivalent to violence against unarmed people of 
color. 

D. Joseph Rathke
West End

Editor’s note: The article to which our correspondent refers 
mentions the death of George Floyd and the trial of former 
Minneapolis Police Officer Derek Chauvin in the first sentence. 
Chauvin is being tried for murder and manslaughter in the death 
of Floyd. The article does not lay the blame for last summer’s riots 
on any particular persons or race.

Superb patient-centered clinic
This winter I went to the Allina Highland Clinic for a 

COVID-19 test, which was required before I could report for 
surgery. I received superb care. The receptionists, nurses and 
clinic manager all lent a hand to make certain my experience 
was as good as it could be under fraught circumstances.

Because I have had medical trauma, I let the receptionist 
know that to avoid passing out, I would need to have 
someone hold my hands and talk to me during the test. That 
is exactly what happened. My appointment was late in the 
day, and fatigue was apparent in all the staff I encountered. 
However, the nurse who administered the test found that 
extra person to help, who happened to be the clinic manager.

We are so lucky to have the superb, patient-centered care 
this clinic provides, right here in the neighborhood. 

Marisha Chamberlain
West End

8b inbox

Do write
The Villager welcomes letters to the editor and longer guest 

editorials. However, all commentary must be signed, indicate 
the neighborhood in which the writer lives and include a 
phone number for verification purposes. Please send yours to 
the Villager, 757 S. Snelling Ave., Saint Paul, MN 55116; email 
it to letters@myvillager.com; or submit it via our website at 
myvillager.com/editorial.

651-646-7381EMERGENCY 
SERVICE 24/7

“Over 90 Years of Service You Can Trust”

Schedule Service Today at www.snellingcompany.com

National 
Service
Award 
Winner

2005 – 2020

YOuR COMfORT IS OuR buSINESS!

SAVE UP TO
$2,150on a

                            Ultra efficient 
                           comfort system 
with a SLP-99 furnace and a

XC-20 air conditioner.

Air is Life. Make it Perfect.™

Hurry, offer ends April 15, 2021

GET READY fOR SuMMER!

A 21 Point
Peak Performance Checkup

 Installation of an
“Air Scrubber” Air Purifier

$49 off $50 off
Make sure your furnace is operating at peak performance.

Must be presented at time of service. 
 Not valid with any other coupons,  

specials or offers. Expires 4/15/2021. 

 $500 off
Any Multiple Head

ductless Cooling system
Must be presented at time of service. 

 Not valid with any other coupons,  
specials or offers. Expires 4/15/2021

Must be presented at time of service. 
 Not valid with any other coupons,  

specials or offers. Expires 4/15/2021

We use CDC recommended health and safety measures to protect both our customers and our employees.
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They could be if you install a Daikin brand ductless indoor comfort 
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Repair, Cedar Preservation, Custom Sheet Metal, even
Solar options. 

At Garlock-French, we understand the importance of
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service. And, we guarantee our work.

We’ve been up on roofs longer, and it shows.
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2301 East 25th St., Minneapolis 

Garlock-French.com
MN License #BC001423
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

By Janet Lunder Hanafin

One year after the state’s COVID-19 lock-
down forced many employees to begin 
working from home, there may not be 

many houses in the area that don’t have some 
semblance of a home office. Whether it’s a card 
table and folding chair in the master bedroom, a 
cleared-off corner of the dining room table or a 
living room recliner where one can perch with a 
laptop, people have had to adapt their abode to 
get the job done.

Dedicating space for a home office can be a 
challenge in the bungalows and four-squares that 
make up much of the housing in neighborhoods 
served by the Villager. Those with a spare bed-
room or a living room or family room that is large 
enough to set up shop are fortunate because home 
offices may be here to stay.

If you don’t have a spare room available, there 
may be places in the house where furniture can be 
rearranged to free up a corner. Small but service-
able work areas may be tucked under a staircase, 
in a dormer alcove or on a broad stairway land-
ing. Freeing up a closet that is big enough for a file 
cabinet and placing a desk just outside the closet 
might present a workable solution. To gain a bit of 
privacy, consider walling off the area with a deco-
rative screen or a cubicle panel.

Josh Oberheide started out with an office in 
the basement of his Macalester-Groveland home. 
A professional recruiter with young children at 
home, he needed a larger and quieter space, so he 
made plans to construct an office in a garage he 
had built several years ago. The garage has a steep 
roof with plenty of storage, as well as a large dor-
mer to accommodate an 8-by-10-foot nook where 
he has placed his desk, files and a computer.

Most of Oberheide’s office furniture is “stuff” 
the family wasn’t using. His desk chair was a free 
alley find, and an armchair came from his wife’s 
grandparents’ home. Though “still a work in 
progress,” he said, the office is more than func-
tional with insulated walls, electric heat and an 
internet connection.

When high school art teacher Taylor Cham-
poux moved into her Macalester-Groveland 
home a year and a half ago, she turned one of the 
bedrooms into an art studio. Last March, when 
students transitioned from in-person to distance 
learning, she made a few adjustments so that she 
could teach from home.

Champoux created an office desk out of a slab 
of butcher block from Home Depot, supported by 
a set of drawers and a wooden trestle from Ikea 
that adds a bit of shelf space. In addition to a desk 
chair, she uses a comfortable armchair. She also 
has a mobile-phone holder that she positions over 
art projects she is demonstrating for students.

Champoux’s fiancé Alex Repucci works from 
home in one of the other bedrooms. His com-
pany is one of many that offer employees a small 
stipend to set up a home office, and he was able 
to use a computer monitor and other accessories 
from his regular office.

Bethany Gladhill and her husband Patrick 
Rhone own the consulting service Gladhill Rhone. 
They had remodeled the attic of their Summit-
University home as an office before the COVID-19 
pandemic. After the outbreak, when they found 
themselves spending more time at home, they did 
some tweaking and upgrading. Gladhill used to 
spend a lot of time working at her clients’ offices. 
When her clients started working from home, 
she needed to reorganize her home office to make 

room for their files and paperwork. 
“I have a great home office,” Gladhill said. 

“There’s a desk next to the window, a big long 
credenza, and filing cabinets for storage across 
from it. And then a big comfy chair and ottoman. 
I spend about half my time at the desk and half in 
the big chair. I can settle in with my laptop, papers 
spread on the ottoman, and a cat or two next to 
me.”

Zoom sessions, used for everything from staff 
meetings and classes to webinars and employee 
interviews, have become a mainstay for local 
businesses. What is visible in the background of a 
Zoom call can be important. A painting, sculpture 
or shelves filled with books that reflect the inter-
ests, tastes or organizational savvy of the office 
worker might impress associates. Online apps are 
also available to create the illusion of the Como 
Conservatory, the city skyline or even Machu Pic-
chu in the background.

Champoux, whose studio-office has two win-
dows letting in natural light, has hung nicely 
framed art on one wall. Woven roller shades and a 
desk with a neat stack of books in the corner serve 
as the backdrop for Oberheide’s interactive meet-
ings.

Gladhill is still searching for that perfect back-
ground. She used to hang a decorative scarf on the 
wall behind her, but “people kept thinking I was 
in bed,” she said.

How to make 
the most of a 
home office

By Janet Lunder Hanafin

Are you thinking about 
creating or upgrading a 
home office? Consider the 

following suggestions:
• Choose a dedicated space, 

even if it is just the corner of a 
room. Think of it as “the office.” 
Wall it off with a folding screen or 
a cubicle wall panel.

• Figure out what works best 
for you. If you do your best work 
in an easy chair, make room for 
that. Your work space needs to 
meet your work style.

• If you will be spending time in 
a desk chair, Doug Mintz, owner 
of Cubicles Plus Office Furnish-
ings on Jefferson Avenue, advises 
starting with a good ergonomic 
chair and building around that.

• You may not need a bona fide 
desk, but make sure your work 
surface is sturdy and well-sup-
ported. A kitchen counter rem-
nant placed on top of a file cabi-
net and a short bookcase should 
do the trick. 

• Make sure you have adequate 
light. 

• Storage is likely to be a prior-
ity, so decide what you need to 
have close at hand, such as files, 
references, desk supplies. Do you 
need a file cabinet and printer 
within arm’s reach, or could they 
be somewhere else? 

• If you will be spending time 
on Zoom or Facetime calls, you 
may want to invest in a ring light 
to illuminate your face. Having a 
light behind you can turn you into 
a talking silhouette. Mintz recom-
mends a green screen to create 
a custom background. Another 
useful gizmo is a phone holder. 
It will help keep you in focus and 
keep your arm from getting tired.

Create a home office that works for you

Josh Ober-
heide has 
turned the 
attic of his 
Macalester-
Groveland 
garage into 
a comfort-
able place 
to work 
from home. 
He is still in 
the process 
of finishing 
the space 
himself.
Photo by
Brad Stauffer

Reaping full benefits 
of working from home 
requires imagination

April is
Fair Housing Month.

 EVERYONE is welcome in
 my neighborhood!
Learn more at spaar.com
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FREE
VIRTUAL
EVENT

castlebri.com/impressiveprogressive
Reserve your seat today:

Join us for our FREE virtual
Impressive Progressive Home Tour.
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April 17
- at 10 am -

THE KIOSK
TUESday/april 6
THE SAINT PAUL HIKING CLUB  will gath-
er this evening for a three-mile jaunt in the 
Highland Park neighborhood. The hike will 
begin at 7 p.m. at Carbone’s Pizza, 1698 Ran-
dolph Ave. New members are welcome. For 
information, call Sharon at 651-207-5926.

The Red Cross will be accepting blood 
donations from 1-7 p.m. at Saint George 
Greek Orthodox Church, 1111 Summit Ave. 
To sign up to become a donor and help those 
in need, visit redcrossblood.org and use the 
code “lexhamcc” or call 1-800-733-2767.

FRIday/april 9
“ANCIENT ROOTS: Origins of the Israelite 
People and the Bible” will be discussed by 
Eva Cohen and Allan Malkis from 7:30-9 
p.m. in an online program sponsored by Or 
Emet. To register, email Scott Chazdon at 
president@oremet.org.

Sunday/april 11
World Without Genocide will host 
an online program from 1-3 p.m. about the 
escape routes used after World War II to get 
high-ranking Nazis out of Europe to avoid 
prosecution for war crimes. Gerald J. Stein-
acher will speak. Peter Jenkins and Dragana 
Glumac of the FBI International Human 
Rights Unit will discuss the No Safe Haven 
program that keeps perpetrators today from 
seeking sanctuary in the U.S. To register for 
the live program, visit worldwithoutgeno-
cide.org/ratlines by April 9.

THE SAINT PAUL HIKING CLUB  will gath-
er today for a five-mile hike circling down-
town. The hike will begin at 2:30 p.m. at the 
southwest corner of the old Sears parking 
lot on Marion Street. It will pass the state 
Capitol, CHS Field, the Mississippi River, 
Irvine Park, the Cathedral and historic Hill 
House. Call Sharon at 651-207-5926.

By Jane McClure

Amajestic bur oak tree that rises above 
the Eleanor Graham Community Gar-
den at Hamline Avenue and Ayd Mill 

Road will get needed treatment for oak blight. 
The Union Park District Council (UPDC) voted 
on March 3 to make the $1,805 expenditure.

 The afflicted tree is one of two bur oaks in 
the garden. (The bur oak closest to the bridge 
over Ayd Mill Road remains healthy.) How-
ever, it is not just any tree. It is one of 37 “land-
mark trees” in Saint Paul, according to Patrick 
Hamilton, a member of the Eleanor Graham 
Garden’s leadership committee.

The bur oak’s exact age is not known, but it 
could be more than 240 years old. City records 
indicate that it is 60 feet tall, has a 52-inch di-
ameter at breast height and a canopy of leaves 
that is 70 feet wide.

Local residents first noticed the oak blight 
last fall, according to Patrick Bullard, another 
member of the garden’s leadership commit-
tee. The tree was shedding leaves earlier than 
usual, and the leaves had been turning brown 
in a manner that indicated it was diseased.

At the garden group’s request, a Saint Paul 
city forester inspected the tree and diagnosed 
oak blight, a condition that was confirmed by 
the University of Minnesota’s Plant Disease 
Clinic. Oak blight is caused by a fungus, and 
if left untreated can kill a tree. This particular 

tree’s disease is believed to be manageable, 
but treatment will have to be done by early 
May, according to the garden committee.

The committee has worked with a tree care 
company to develop a regimen for treating 
both bur oaks this spring. City permits for 
treatment have already been obtained. The 
oak trees are on land owned by the city’s De-
partment of Public Works. The city leases the 
property to the UPDC for the garden, and it 
will not pay for the treatment.

The gardeners said they understood the 
city’s unwillingness to pay for tree treatment, 
given the financial demands of its ongoing 
battle with the emerald ash borer infestation. 
Darlinda Coe, another member of the garden 
leadership team, said the committee would 
raise the money needed for future tree treat-
ments. “We’re committed to this tree,” she 
said.

The $1,805 for the tree treatment comes 
from the Snelling-Hamline Community 
Council legacy fund, which was established 
when the UPDC was formed more than a 
decade ago through the merger of the Mer-
riam Park and Snelling-Hamline community 
councils. (The Lexington-Hamline neigh-
borhood, though part the UPDC, retained its 
own community council.) About $10,000 is in 
the Snelling-Hamline account, which is ear-
marked for projects in the Snelling-Hamline 
neighborhood.

UPDC invests $1,800 to save oak
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The following criminal incidents were compiled 
from Saint Paul and Mendota Heights police  
department reports and other sources.

Highland Park
Burglary—Commercial break-ins were re-

ported on the 2000 and 2300 blocks of West 
Seventh Street on March 8, and the 1500 block 
of Ford Parkway on March 10.

—A residential burglary was reported on 
the 1800 block of Pinehurst Avenue at 1:05 
p.m. Wednesday, March 17.

Theft—Several items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from a vehicle on 
the 500 block of Brimhall Street on Tuesday, 
March 8. 

—Vehicles were reported stolen on the 900 
block of Saint Paul Avenue on March 6, the 
2200 block of Rockwood Avenue on March 10, 
the 1400 block of Saint Paul Avenue and 2300 
block of West Seventh Street on March 11, 
the 2400 block of Stewart Avenue on March 
12, and the 1900 block of Morgan Avenue on 
March 13.

Miscellaneous—Felony criminal dam-
age to property was reported on the 1700 
block of Graham Avenue at 3:15 p.m. Monday,  
March 8.

Lexington-Hamline
Burglary—A commercial burglary was re-

ported on the 1300 block of University Avenue 
at 9:09 p.m. Sunday, March 7.

Theft—Several items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from vehicles on 
the 1100 block of Selby Avenue on March 7, 
and the 200 block of North Hamline Avenue 
on March 16.

—A shoplifting loss of more than $1,000 
was reported on the 1300 block of University 
Avenue at 1:48 p.m. Sunday, March 7.

Macalester-Groveland
Burglary—A burglary was reported on the 

1100 block of Edgcumbe Road at 7:55 a.m. 
Thursday, March 4.

Theft—Several items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from vehicles on 
the 1900 block of Wellesley Avenue on March 
5, and the 400 block of Warwick Street on 
March 6. 

—Vehicles were reported stolen on the 400 
block of South Snelling Avenue on March 6, 
the 1200 block of Stanford Avenue and 1800 

block of Berkeley Avenue on March 10, and the 
1500 block of Grand Avenue on March 15. 

Mendota Heights
Theft—A theft of automobile parts was 

reported on the 900 block of Stratford Road 
during the evening of March 11-12.

—A vehicle was reported stolen on the 700 
block of Knollwood Court during the evening 
of March 16-17. The vehicle was recovered in 
Ramsey County the next day after it had been 
involved in an accident.

—Tools were reported stolen from the 
bed of a truck parked at a convenience store 
on the 900 block of Highway 13 at 11:57 a.m.  
Wednesday, March 17.

—An unoccupied vehicle stolen in Min-
neapolis was recovered on the 1300 block of 
Aspen Way at 10:33 a.m. Thursday, March 18.

Miscellaneous—Police stopped a vehicle 
that had no license plates and a fake tem-
porary registration sticker taped to the rear 
window at 5:47 p.m. Saturday, March 13, on 
the 1300 block of Highway 13. The driver had 
a warrant for driving after cancellation of his 
license and was arrested.

—An officer reported a suspicious vehicle 
with two people “getting to know each other” 
in the back seat at 1:06 p.m. Monday, March 
15, on the 800 block of Highway 13. The adult 
male was arrested on a felony warrant. The  
female was released.

—A pedestrian was taken to the hospi-
tal after being struck by a vehicle on the 900 
block of Caren Road at 7:24 a.m. Thursday,  
March 18. 

Merriam Park
Burglary—A commercial burglary was re-

ported on the 2100 block of Marshall Avenue 
at 6 p.m. Thursday, March 11.

—Residential burglaries were reported on 
the 1500 block of Dayton Avenue at 1 and 5:43 
a.m. Sunday, March 14.

Theft—Several items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from a vehicle on 
the 2100 block of Carroll Avenue on Friday, 
March 12.

—Vehicles were reported stolen on the 
2100 block of Marshall Avenue on March 4, 
the 1900 block of Iglehart Avenue on March 9, 
on Marshall and Otis Avenue on March 14, on 
Cleveland and Ashland avenues on March 17,  
and the 1600 block of Marshall on March 17. 

Miscellaneous—Felony damage to prop-
erty was reported on the 400 block of North 
Prior Avenue at 6 p.m. Tuesday, March 16.

—On the evening of March 22-23, police 
and paramedics were called to help three 
people who had overdosed. They included a 
39-year-old man on the 1700 block of Carroll 
Avenue at 10:09 p.m., a 27-year-old man on 
the 1500 block of Marion Street at 12:01 a.m. 
and a 34-year-old woman on the 400 block 
of Pierce Street at 1:23 a.m. All three were pro-
nounced dead at the scene. Already this year, 
police said 30 Saint Paul residents have died 
by overdose and the number of nonfatal cases 
is also on the rise.

Snelling-Hamline
Theft—Several items valued at more than 

$1,000 were reported stolen from vehicles 
on the 1400 block of University Avenue and 
the 100 block of North Snelling Avenue on  
March 9.

Miscellaneous—Felony criminal damage 
to property was reported on the 1300 block of 
Saint Anthony Avenue at 6:14 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 9.

Summit Hill
Burglary—A burglary was reported on the 

500 block of Grand Hill at 5:44 a.m. Friday, 
March 12.

—Two burglaries were reported on the 
100-200 blocks of Oakgrove Place between 
1:08-3:56 p.m. Monday, March 15.

Theft—Several items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from vehicles on 
the 1000 block of Linwood Avenue on March 
7, and the 900 block of Summit Avenue on 
March 17. 

—Vehicles were reported stolen on the 1000 
block of Lincoln Avenue on March 10, and the 
1000 block of Grand Avenue on March 13.

—A shoplifting loss of more than $1,000 
was reported on the 800 block of Grand Av-
enue at 10:10 a.m. Wednesday, March 17.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on the 
300 block of Grand Avenue at 12:48 a.m. Sun-
day, March 7.

Summit-University
Burglary—Burglaries were reported on the 

600 block of Ashland Avenue on March 9, the 
700 block of Marshall Avenue on March 14, 
the 400 block of Selby Avenue on March 16, 

and the 700 block of Concordia Avenue on 
March 17. 

Theft—Several items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from vehicles on 
the 300-800 blocks of Selby Avenue on March 
4, the 100 block of North Avon Street on March 
12, and the 300 block of Selby on March 17.

—A vehicle was reported stolen on Dayton 
Avenue and Fisk Street on Saturday, March 13. 

Assault—An aggravated assault with a gun 
was reported on the 600 block of Iglehart Av-
enue at 2:51 p.m. Thursday, March 11.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on Grot-
to Street and Dayton Avenue on March 7, on 
Avon Street and Hague Avenue on March 12, 
the 300 block of Chatsworth Street on March 
13, and the 1000 block of Carroll Avenue on 
March 17. 

West End
Robbery—A robbery at gunpoint was re-

ported on the 200 block of Wilkin Street at 
8:56 p.m. Wednesday, March 10.

Burglary—Residential burglaries were 
reported on the 2000 block of West Seventh 
Street on March 5, the 300 block of Erie Street 
on March 8, the 100 block of Forbes Avenue 
on March 10, and on Irvine Park near Walnut 
Street on March 12. 

—A commercial burglary was reported on 
the 1100 block of Elway Street at 2:38 a.m. 
Monday, March 8. 

Theft—Several items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from vehicles 
on the 1500 block of West Seventh Street on 
March 4, on Michigan and Oneida Streets on 
March 9, the 700 block of Randolph Avenue 
on March 10, the 500 block of Superior Street 
on March 12, and the 400 block of West Sev-
enth on March 13.

—A vehicle was reported stolen on the 200 
block of Anne Street on Monday, March 15.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on Otto 
Avenue and Shepard Road on March 7, and on 
Adrian Street and Montreal Avenue on March 
12.

Miscellaneous—Incidents involving the 
possession of methamphetamine were re-
ported on March 6 on the 400 block of Ban-
fil Street, and the possession of cocaine on 
March 14 on the 200 block of Grand Avenue.

—Felony damage to property was reported 
on the 200 block of West Seventh Street at 
9:46 p.m. Tuesday, March 9.

Crime Report

School Notes
Yusef Carrillo has been appointed by the Saint Paul School 
Board to fill the board seat vacated through the recent resigna-
tion of Steve Marchese. A product analyst at Securian Finan-
cial, Carrillo will assume his new position on April 15 and serve 
until a special election is held in conjunction with the general 
election on November 2. Carrillo graduated from California 
State University East Bay with bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees in history. His wife, Emily, is a teacher at Paul and Sheila 
Wellstone Elementary School, where his two sons attend. The 
winner of Carrillo’s seat in November will serve the remaining 
two years of Marchese’s term. The winners of the other three 
School Board seats up for election will serve four-year terms.

The District 197 School Board has decided to form a commit-
tee of 25-30 people to look into options for changing the name 
of Henry Sibley High School. Students, staff, families, alumni 
and members of the public may apply. Committee members 
must be willing to commit to virtual evening meetings on 
April 22, May 13, May 20 and June 14. The application dead-
line is April 2. For information, visit tinyurl.com/3hmrbwuz or  
contact carrie.ardito@isd197.org.

Visitation School students were recognized recently for 
their science, technology, engineering and math skills as win-
ners of the Minnesota Zoo’s 2020-21 ZOOMS STEM Design 
Challenge. Presented by Flint Hills Resources, the yearlong 
project challenges students to develop solutions for real zoo-
based scenarios. This year, students were asked to provide 
more enrichment for Min, a 9-year-old red panda living in the  

Tropics Trail. The top three projects at the elementary, middle 
and high school levels were awarded honors. “The Min Ball 
101,” a project by elementary students from Visitation, earned 
the Zookeeper Award for their program ideas. 

Cretin-Derham Hall, 550 S. Albert St., recently announced 
that it is planning to begin construction of a new Ryan STEM 
Center this spring near its library and commons area on the 
south side of its building. The STEM (science, technology, en-
gineering, math) facility is expected to be used for academic 
courses and co-curricular activities. Support was provided by 
alumni Ron Ryan, founder of R.J. Ryan Construction, and Patty 
Ryan. Wold Architects and Engineers is designing the center.

Henry Sibley senior Aaron Rajput has been named a recipient 
of the Academic All American Award from the National Speech 

and Debate Associations. Of the 14,000 student members in-
volved in the program, less than 1 percent receive this award 
each year. Rajput qualified for this year’s varsity semifinals in 
the Minnesota Classic Debate League State Tournament and 
earned a spot in the National Individual Events Tournament of 
Champions for the last two seasons.

The University of Saint Thomas’ new Tommie East Resi-
dence Hall on Cleveland Avenue has become the first building 
in its category in the Midwest to receive the U.S. Green Build-
ing Council’s LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design) platinum certification. Saint Thomas opened the five-
story, 139,300-square-foot residence hall last fall as part of its 
move to a two-year student residency requirement. The new 
hall, which is located on the site of the school’s former faculty 
residence, can house up to 260 students. The energy-efficient 
building features electric vehicle charging stations, high-ef-
ficiency appliances and low-flow water fixtures, and under-
ground rainwater infiltration. For the full story, visit news.
stthomas.edu/tommie-east-leed-certification.

The Saint Paul Public Schools recently announced the win-
ners of the Home Energy Action Talent contest, in which stu-
dents submitted videos about how to save energy at home. 
The first-place winners in the two age divisions were Highland 
Elementary School second-grader Layla Kawo and Highland 
Park Middle School seventh-grader Alice Verbrugge. More 
than 80 students participated in the contest. The winning vid-
eos can be seen at spps.org/Page/40888.

The new Tommie East Residence Hall at the University of Saint 
Thomas. Photo by Mark Brown/UsT
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By Anne Murphy

When Saint Paul author Jim 
Heynen stopped writing about 
the three Iowa farm boys who 

populated hundreds of his short stories, it 
wasn’t so much that he had outgrown the 
youngsters. It was more that he had written 
all there was to write about them. 

Those stories were published between 1979 
and 2001 in four collections: The Man Who 
Kept Cigars in His Cap, You Know What Is Right, 
The One-Room Schoolhouse and The Boys’ 
House. Since then, Heynen has turned his 
attention to novels, poetry 
and other short fiction.

Then one day, out of the 
bluest Iowa sky, a new boy 
emerged, and now he has a 
collection, too. The Youngest 
Boy will be introduced 
by Heynen and Holy 
Cow! Press publisher Jim 
Perlman in a virtual reading 
presented on Tuesday, April 
13, by SubText Books. 

“It was December 15, 
2019,” when the youngest 
boy first appeared, Heynen 
said. “His stories started 
coming to me, and they just 
kept coming. I thought I 
was through with the boys, 
but I wasn’t. I started writing about this one, 
and when I was writing I really felt as if I was 
discovering a new character who was just 
hanging out there in the ozone waiting to be 
discovered.” 

Now 80 and living in the Lowertown 
neighborhood, Heynen said this latest 
protagonist was not intended to be a younger 
sibling of the other boys. “I just saw them as a 
pod,” he said, “a cluster of boy energy, an odd 
mix of impulses, everything from the kind to 
the mischievous to the gratuitously cruel to 
the sweetly curious and inventive.”

In his preface to The Youngest Boy, fellow 
Minnesota author David Pichaske writes, 
“Hynen is at heart a writer of place, in that for 
him place determines character and vision…. 
Being close to their place and time, Heynen’s 
boys are in touch with the physical world. 
They survive without toilet paper and are 
not tangled up in complex technologies…. 
Simplicity is truth. The youngest boy 
especially understands this. Yesterday’s 
lesson was suck it up and do the work…. 
Today’s lesson is we all need a dog.”

There are lessons or morals to his stories, 
Heynen said. As an example, he mentioned 

“Simonize.” This is a story about the youngest 
boy’s reaction to a man whom he and his 
family see waxing his car every Sunday rather 
than attending church. The grownups are 
critical, saying the man should “come to 
church and simonize his soul.” In the end, the 
boy is struck by the dirt clouding their own 
car. And when he later gives his dog a bath, 
the boy decides that is better “than sitting in 
church for an hour trying to stay awake.” 

“There’s a sense of unexpected compassion 
for the underdog in a story like ‘The 
Salebarn,’” Heynen said. “That compassion 
for the underdog comes through in many 

of the stories. ‘Dehorning 
and Castrating’ and ‘Fat 
Boy’ are a couple of good 
examples.

“Now I’m going to 
stop,” Heynen said, 
“lest I discover that the 
theme of the whole book 
is a moralistic message 
of compassion for the 
vulnerable. Which would 
be pretty Biblical, I’m 
realizing. Which doesn’t 
bother me at all. I’d like 
to think the harsh Dutch 
Calvinism training of my 
youth has softened into a 
more generous acceptance 
of others, especially the 

more vulnerable and neglected among us.”
Heynen grew up in rural Iowa with an 

older sister and an older brother. “That 
makes me the youngest boy in the family,” 
he said, “but it’s purely a coincidence.” His 
new character and his escapades are not 
autobiographical, “not at all,” he said. 

The stories are set around the time of 
Heynen’s youth. “I can’t imagine adults today 
would allow kids to be as unattended as the 
kids were in the youngest boy’s life,” he said. 
“There were many natural consequences 
then that taught kids what not to do. By the 
time I was 13, my body must have had at 
least a dozen very visible scars, ranging from 
big ones from barbed-wire fences to smaller 
ones for doing things like sticking my hand in 
places where it shouldn’t have gone, like into 
the nest of a brooding and defensive hen.”

Back then, “many antics, like tipping over 
or at least messing up a neighbor’s outhouse, 
may not have been punished by parents,” 
Heynen said. “But clever retaliations by 
neighbors might be the natural consequences 
of such antics. If the youngest boy were 
growing up today, I’m sure he would be 
much more restricted in his activities, partly 

to guard him against an array of different 
dangers, but also to make sure he aligned 
with the grownups’ notions of right and 
wrong. I think the assumption back then 
was that boys would naturally go astray for 
a while before growing up into conformity 
with the community and its standards of 
proper behavior.”

The past year has been anything but 
normal for Heynen, and during it “I actually 
finished a long novel,” he said, “The Last 
One-Room Schoolhouse In Iowa. It’s set in the 
Iowa landscape of my youth in the years 
of approximately 1954-1970. It’s off with 
my agent right now. Currently, I’m toying 
with another novel. It’s the story of an odd 
religious nut who goes seriously astray in 
the way he tries to apply Biblical passages to 
situations in his life.”

When he is not writing, Heynen said, “I’m 
always surprised at how much of my time 

is spent reading the work of friends and 
acquaintances. I love seeing work appear by 
Minnesota writers like Louise Erdrich, Jim 
Moore and John Minczeski. But I’ve been 
pulling some golden oldies off the bookshelf, 
too—the poetry of Lorca and Dickinson, the 
fiction of Hemingway, Chekhov and Flannery 
O’Connor. I became friends with Raymond 
Carver when I lived in the Pacific Northwest 
in the 1970s, and I’m still a fan of his work.

“Early loves for me were Chaucer and 
Shakespeare. I actually completed the course 
work and exams for a Ph.D. in English 
Renaissance Literature at the University of 
Iowa, focusing on John Milton. I stopped in 
the middle of my dissertation and started 
writing poetry. My first publications were 
poetry, and then I got pulled into writing the 
boy tales after reading Howard Norman’s 
translation of Swampy Cree Naming Stories. 

“The storytelling voice in those stories 
reminded me of the voices of the storytellers 
in my rural community,” Heynen said, 
“especially the storytelling voice of a 
neighbor, a man who kept cigars in his cap 
and who’d go into this little shed in his grove 
to wash eggs by kerosene light. As a kid, I 
was one of the people who would go to that 
shed and listen to him tell stories. He was a 
master of what I would call matter-of-fact 
hyperbole. He knew how to exaggerate the 
simplest facts to the point of making them 
very interesting—and often very funny.” 

Heynen’s reading from The Youngest Boy 
will begin at 7 p.m. To register for the free 
link, visit subtextbooks.com or call 651- 
493-2791 for more information.

His inner child
Heynen reaches back to his roots 
for stories of ‘The Youngest Boy’

Saint Paul author Jim Heynen recalls his rural Iowa boyhood at a friend’s farm outside Afton.
Photo by Brad Stauffer

“If the youngest boy were 
growing up today, I’m sure 

he would be much more 
restricted in his activities…. 
I think the assumption back 

then was that boys would 
naturally go astray for a 
while before growing up 
into conformity with the 

community and its standards 
of proper behavior.”
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Books
Next Chapter Booksellers, 38 S. Snelling 
Ave., will host free online readings and dis­
cussions with authors Patry Francis and 
her novel, All the Children Are Home, at 7 
p.m. Monday, April 19; and Laura Maylene 
Walter and her novel, Body of Stars, at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 20. To register for the link, visit 
nextchapterbooksellers.com.

Subtext Books, 6 W. Fifth St., will host free 
online readings and discussions with authors 
Jim Heynen and his short-story collection, 
The Youngest Boy, at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 13; 
and Jana Larson and her mystery memoir, 
Reel Bay: A Cinematic Essay, at 7 p.m. Wed­
nesday, April 14. To register for the link, visit 
subtextbooks.com.

Exhibits
“Outer Experiences: Black Life in Rural and 
Suburban Minnesota” is on view through 
June 20 in the window galleries of the Min­
nesota Museum of American Art, 4th and 
Robert streets. The exhibition was curated 
by JoJo Bell, executive director of the African 
American Interpretive Center of Minnesota. It 
features photographs by Chris McDuffie and 
an oral history of Black Minnesotans about 
their experiences in small towns and living 
on the margins of society.

A retrospective of the 50-year career of 
ceramicist Mike Norman, featuring his 
allegorical and poetic sculpture, is on view 
through April 18 in the Emily Galusha Gallery 
at the Northern Clay Center, 2424 E. Franklin 
Ave. in Minneapolis. The exhibit includes 
new works by the Minnesota artist made just 
for this exhibition. Norman, 82, will discuss 
his life and his artistic process in a free online 

program from noon-2 p.m. Saturday, April 10.  
For more information, call 612-339-8007 or 
visit northernclaycenter.org.

Music
“When I Rise Up,” an online concert 
of gospel, folk and rock music, will be 
presented by the Minnesota Boychoir at 
7 p.m. Thursday, April 1, at youtube.com/
mnboychoir. The 100-voice group will sing 
everything from Billy Joel to local composer 
J. David Moore to a song from The Muppet 
Movie. The concert is free to watch, and will 

be available on demand after the April 1 
premiere.

“The Seven Last Words of Christ,” a 
contemplative work of seven sonatas 
composed by Franz Joseph Haydn for 
a Good Friday service in  1787, will be 
performed by the Artaria String Quartet 
on YouTube at 7 p.m. Good Friday, April 
2. Photographs of current events related 
to the seven words will be shown before 
each of the sonatas. Tickets are by 
donation, and $20 is suggested. Visit 
artariaquartet.com.

The Minnesota Orchestra will open 
a series of seven free Friday night 
concerts with the live-streaming of “A 
Musical Passport” at 8 p.m. on April 2 
at minnesotaorchestra.org. Conductor 
Sarah Hicks, violinist Felicity James and 
special guest Rick Steves will be featured 
in a program that pairs music from 
around the world with travel reflections 
by musicians. Selections will be played 
from Barboteu, Liadov, D’Rivera, 
Mozart, Piazzolla, Rossini, Grieg and 
Coleridge-Taylor, Komitas and Haydn.

The Church of the Lost Souls, a 12-
week concert series featuring guitarist 

Billy McLaughlin, his band SimpleGifts and 
special guests, will continue at 4:30 p.m. 
Sundays through May 2 at the Parkway 
Theater, 4814 Chicago Ave. S. in Minneapolis. 
SimpleGifts includes singers Karen Paurus, 
Amy Courts and Kathleen Johnson, instru­
mentalist Laura MacKenzie and drummer 
Billy O. Joining them will be Willy Wisely on 
April 4; Dean Magraw, Carin Vagle and Tim 
Frantzich on April 11; and Turn Turn Turn 
on April 18. Ninety-two seats are available in 
the theater (25 percent capacity). Tickets are 
$29 in advance, $39 at the door. The concerts 

will also be live-streamed with tickets priced 
at whatever you like. For reservations, visit 
theparkwaytheater.com.

The Minnesota Orchestra will continue its 
series of free Friday night concerts with the 
live-streaming of “Outliers and Intrigue” at 
8 p.m. on April 16 at minnesotaorchestra.org. 
Conductor Marc Albrecht and pianist Simon 
Trpčeski will be featured in a program that 
includes  Herbsttag (Autumn Day) by Del 
Aguila, Piano Concert No. 1 by Shostakovich 
and Symphony No. 4 by Schumann.

Dance
Minnesota Dance Theatre artistic director 
Lise Houlton and dancers will explore themes 
of the classic fairy tale “Twelve Dancing Prin­
cesses” and how those themes resonate today 
in Exploring Enchantment from 7:30-8:30 
p.m. Thursday, April 15. The online program 
is being offered free of charge until two hours 
before curtain time. To register for the link, 
visit thecowlescenter.org/tickets/exploring-
the-enchantment.

Et cetera
Saint Paul poets, aspiring and professional, 
could have their verse stamped in concrete by 
entering the city of Saint Paul’s 2021 Sidewalk 
Poetry Contest. Writers may submit up to 
three poems of no more than 300 characters 
each, including spaces. The poems may 
be in English, Spanish, Somali, Hmong or 
Dakota. Winners will receive $100 and have 
their poem stamped in new city sidewalks 
beginning this summer. For contest details, 
visit publicartstpaul.org. To view a map 
of sidewalk poems already stamped, visit 
stpaul.gov/sidewalkpoetrymap.

Born a slave. Compositions by and dedicated to 
Joseph Bologne (1745-1799) will be performed by the Lyra 
Baroque Orchestra in a live-streamed concert at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, April 17. The son of a wealthy French colonial 
planter and his wife’s slave, Bologne was a champion 
fencer, virtuoso violonist and colonel in an all-Black 
regiment during the French Revolution. The chamber 
program will feature violinists Lucinda Marvin, Marc 
Levine and Elizabeth York, violist Ginna Watson, cellist 
Tulio Rondón and harpsichordist Tami Morse. Tickets are 
$15, $5 for students. Visit lyrabaroque.org.

Dr. B.L. Bomberg Dr. Tami Pham Dr. Noah Berge

  Exam, X-rays 
  & Basic Cleaning for

SPRING SPECIAL!

We’ve Moved! New Place...New Name...Same Faces

* New patients only, deep cleaning additional charge. $298 value. Transferable. Please share with your family, friends and co-workers. Expires May 31, 2021.

651-699-5600
hamlinefamilydental.com

1347 Larpenteur Avenue West
Saint Paul, MN 55113

$79*

Formerly Snelling Avenue Dental

Nobody Cares for Eyes
 More Than Pearle

Our #1 priority is the safety of our 
patients and team. Upon entering, 
sanitizer and masks will be provided 
and temperatures will be taken.

VISIT PearleVISIonHIgHland.com
TO SCHEDULE YOUR EYE EXAM®

Highland Shopping center
2024 Ford Parkway • 651-698-2020

exceptional family eye care

Use your New
2021 Vision Benefits
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SPORTS

Scots share City 
boys’ hoops title

 

As a rule, high school seniors remember with fondness 
their final sports competition, even if it’s a loss in 
section or state tournament play. For many of them, 

it’s the end of their athletic careers. No more weight rooms. 
No more film sessions. No more hanging out with pals 
discussing the good and bad points of their play.

However, seniors on the Highland Park boys’ basketball 
team are likely going to be an exception to that rule. The Scots 
ended their season with a disappointing 76-57 loss to Holy 
Angels in the first round of the Section 3AAA playoffs. But the 
memories of the game before that one will likely burn brightly 
for some time to come for the players and head coach Jesse 
McCann.

On their last game of the regular season on March 15, 
Highland came away with a 56-53 double-overtime victory at 
Central. It was the first win for the Scots over the Minutemen 
in six tries. More important, it upped Highland’s record to 
10-2, which tied Central for the Saint Paul City Conference 
crown. It was the first time the Scots had finished atop the 
conference heap since 2004. Interestingly, that also was a co-
title year with a 10-2 record shared with Johnson.

Back in January, McCann theorized that his team would 
need to break out the gate quickly with no nonconference 
games scheduled to prepare for league play. Since he had a 
veteran roster with a dozen seniors, he thought that was a 
reasonable expectation.

Things started out with a 13-point win over Washington, 
but the next game didn’t go so well as Central rolled to a 58-
40 victory. “It was really our only bad game of the season,” 
McCann said. The Scots snapped back with a rout of Harding, 
but then lost a wild 88-87 contest to a Humboldt team that 
was on an early roll.

A one-point victory over Johnson on February 11 started 
Highland on an eight-game winning streak that stretched 
through the end of the regular season. A balanced offensive 
attack that featured four players with double-figure scoring 
averages was too much for City Conference foes to handle. 

“Joey Kottke (15.8 points a game) was outstanding all year,” 
McCann said. “He was as good off the ball as he was when he 
had it in his hands.”

The 6-foot-4 senior really revved it up in a 66-58 win over 
Humboldt in their rematch on March 3. Kottke’s line score 
read like something Anthony Edwards might do: 30 points, 
seven three-pointers, seven rebounds, three assists, a steal 
and a block. 

The Scots’ senior leaders showed up when they rallied from 
an 11-point deficit in both victories over Johnson. “This class 
knew how to play together,” McCann said.

Carter Owens and Ilyaas Mohamud scored 11.2 points per 
game, and 6-foot-7 Nico Peterson averaged 10.9. Peterson 
was the top rebounder and played a big part in the win over 
Central with seven blocked shots.

“Central is a tough team at any time, but to beat them in 
their gym and in double overtime was special,” McCann said.

As with a lot of things in this COVID year, the Scots 
had to adjust in a hurry. Two days after the dramatic win 
over Central, they found themselves in Holy Angels’ gym 
playing in front of a real crowd for the first time all year. The 
Stars grabbed a seven-point halftime lead and wore down 
Highland in the second half, thus bringing the curtain down 
on a short, but memorable season. 

A week after the section loss, McCann said he could smile 
at the memory of the regular-season finale. “There were only 
about eight people in Central’s gym that night,” he said, “but 
it was an electrifying experience.”

Highland gymnasts continue success 
The Highland Park gymnastics team made a return 

appearance to the state tournament on March 26-27. The 
Scots have long been a power in City Conference competition, 

The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

By Bill Wagner

Saint Thomas Academy might have 
hit a few bumps in the ice during 
the regular season, but in the end 

it got to where it has grown accustomed 
to being—the Minnesota High School 
Hockey Tournament.

The Cadets blasted Rosemount 6-1 
in the Section 3AA finals on March 24 
at Saint Thomas Ice Arena to earn their 
fifth straight trip to the state tourney. 
STA (13-4-3) will face top-seeded Eden 
Prairie (18-1-2) in the opening round of 
state at 6 p.m. Wednesday, March 31, at 
Xcel Energy Center. The semifinals and 
final will be held on April 2-3.

At first glance, one might have 
thought that STA could have a tough 
time handling Rosemount, which had 
lost only three games heading into the 
section final. The Cadets had a three-
game losing streak toward the end of 
the regular season and also had a run 
of three straight ties in mid-February. 
However, that proved to be more the 
product of a rugged schedule than any 
kink in the Cadets’ armor. 

STA coach Trent Eigner didn’t see any 
facets of his team’s play that caused him 
concern when asked about the 6-1 win 
over the Irish. “Our kids competed real-
ly, really hard against a good Rosemount 
team,” he said. “We had a really good 
first period. It’s hard to see any real neg-
atives. If we execute as we did (against 
Rosemount), you can’t ask for more.”

The Cadets got balanced scoring while 
outshooting the Irish 23-14. Senior Jared 
Wright, a Colgate commit, had a goal 
and two assists. Senior Jackson Hallum, 
a Michigan recruit, stepped up with two 
assists. However, it was senior Tommy 
Deverell who really delivered, scoring 
two goals. 

Eigner was happy to see the produc-
tion from Deverell, whose season had 
been hampered first by a back injury 
that caused him to miss a few games and 
then by strep throat. Deverell scored the 
game’s first goal to get the Cadets off on 
the right foot. 

“He’s been close all year,” Eigner said 

about Deverell. “He’s had some peaks 
and valleys, so it was great to see how he 
came through tonight.”

Juniors Max Nagel, Jack Strobel and 
Tyler Grahme also found the back of the 
net as the Cadets scored two goals in 
each period in dominating the Irish. Also 
getting assists were Nagel and fellow ju-
niors Johnny Johannson, Luke Candon 
and Austin Williams.

One concern for the Cadets going into 
the game was the need to stop sterling 
Irish forward Luke Levandowski, a Wis-
consin recruit who came into the contest 
with 22 goals. Eigner countered with his 
own powerful first line featuring Hal-
lum, the team’s leading scorer with 41 
points. In the end, the Cadets were able 
to keep Levandowski to only an assist 
on Rosemount’s sole goal scored early in 
the second period.

Eigner liked the way his team re-

sponded after that  goal trimmed STA’s 
lead to 2-1. “Rosemount got a little push 
for about four or five minutes after they 
got their goal,” he said, “but then we 
settled down and got our third goal (by 
Deverell).”

The Cadets played well in their own 
zone as well. Senior goalie Carsten Lardy 
stopped 13 shots and had to deal with 
very few defensive miscues. 

“I was really pleased with our defen-
sive corps,” Eigner said. “Our game plan 
was to keep it simple and we were able 
to do that.”

Heading into this year’s tournament, 
Eigner said his club has upgraded its 
play from the start of the season.

“This is a better team than we were 
earlier,” he said. “A lot of that has to do 
with experience. We’ve played some 
tough teams, which helped us gain that 
experience.”

By Bill Wagner

Minnehaha Academy had its 
back to the wall early on in its 
Section 4AA girls’ basketball 

final at home against Concordia Acad-
emy on March 25. But the Redhawks 
regrouped to post an impressive 80-70 
overtime win to advance to this year’s 
state tournament.

The experienced Beacons, who de-
prived Minnehaha of a trip to state in 
last year’s section final, raced out to a 
21-8 lead to start off this year’s match. 
Then Redhawks coach Matt Pryor did 
what coaches do in those situations. 

“It was a stop-the-bleeding timeout,” 
quipped Pryor. “Our girls were surpris-
ingly calm. There was no panic. We 
knew that there was a lot of time left and 
that we could get back into it—one pos-
session at a time.”

That’s exactly what the Redhawks 

(17-3) did. Late in regulation, it was any-
body’s contest. “The last two minutes 
were back and forth,” Pryor said, “but 
we had a lot in the tank for overtime, 
where we outscored them 14-4.”

Pryor said it was his biggest win since 
he started coaching. “Yes, I’d say that 
would be the case, especially since they 
upset us last year,” he said. “I’m so very 
proud of our kids.  They’ve shown that 
they were able to play on a big stage.”

Much of the salutes for the comeback 
go to Minnehaha junior Telia Graham. 
Her 22 points were impressive, but her 
25 rebounds spoke even louder. 

“That’s just crazy,” Pryor said. “Those 
are Karl Malone type of numbers.”

Eighth-grader Addi Mack, who has 
established herself as all-state material, 
led the team with 27 points and grabbed 
10 rebounds. Pryor said it was typical of 
the consistency Mack has shown this 
season. 

“Just another day at the office,” he 
said in describing Mack’s effort.

Freshman Anisa Longs had 13 points, 
while classmate Jennica Suggs added 
eight.

Minnehaha got to the title game by 
defeating Saint Paul Academy 75-19 and 
Saint Croix Prep 89-23 in the first two 
rounds of sections. 

The Redhawks were to face Glencoe-
Silver Lake in the first round of the state 
Class AA tournament at 4 p.m. March 
30. The semifinals and final will be on 
April 6 and 9 at Target Center.

State boys’ basketball
Minnehaha Academy will play Byron 

in the opening round of the state Class 
AAA boys’ basketball tournament at 
4:30 p.m. March 31.

Cretin-Derham Hall will face Rose-
mount at 7 p.m. March 31 in the first 
round of the boys’ Class AAAA tourney.

Boys’ hockey playoffs
Cadets rock Rosemount to earn return to state

Cadet senior Tommy Deverell (10) scores the first goal in Saint Thomas Academy’s 6-1 win 
over Rosemount for the Section 3AA title on March 24. Photo by Brad Stauffer

Redhawks advance to state in girls’ hoops

wright call  c16
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Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Conversation with Choi—Join Ramsey County Attorney 
John Choi for a conversation about the Juvenile and Family 
Justice Center, convictions and crime at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 31. Register at bit.ly/RSVPJohnChoi.

Business of the Month—The Highland Park Business of 
the Month for April is VanGo Auto and VanGo Rental, 2599 
W. 7th St. Read an interview with co-owner Crystal Frank-
Shannon and learn about a promotion good for auto repair or 
camper van rentals at bit.ly/HDCvango.

Spring cleanup—The 2021 citywide spring cleanup will 
take place at 17 parks in Saint Paul from 9-11:30 a.m. Saturday, 
April 24. Hundreds of volunteers will venture into the parks 
and neighborhoods that day to collect litter that has accumu-
lated over the winter. One option is to join the Highland Dis-
trict Council and College Nannies, Sitters & Tutors in cleaning 
up the grounds at the Highland Park Pavilion on Montreal Av-
enue. RSVP to tricia.wehrle@ci.stpaul.mn.us by April 9. 

Annual meeting—The HDC will hold its annual meeting 
at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 22. The event will provide an oppor-
tunity to learn about projects in the neighborhood and meet 
candidates for the district council’s board of directors. RSVP to 
receive the Zoom meeting link at bit.ly/RSVPannualmeeting.

Board member applications—New HDC board members 
will be voted in during an online election from April 22-27. Up 
for election are representatives for all odd-numbered grids, 
and  two at-large alternate positions. Candidates must submit 
their application by April 15. Learn more at bit.ly/HDCelection.

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Annual meeting and elections—The Macalester-Grove-
land Community Council will host a virtual annual meeting at 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, April 8. Everyone who lives, learns or plays 
in the neighborhood is being invited to participate, learn more 
about the neighborhood, meet board candidates and connect 
with grid representatives. Board candidate applications are 
available online. Board elections will take place online and via 
mail from April 8-15. For information about open seats and 
running for the board, visit macgrove.org/annualmeeting or 
email mgcc@macgrove.org.

Mac-Grove survey—The community council is asking peo-
ple to submit comments about its current programs, activities, 
communication and outreach at macgrove.org/2021survey by 
April 16. Include an email for a chance to win a $25 gift card.

Show your neighborhood pride—Macalester-Groveland 

T-shirts can still be ordered online for home delivery. The 
shirts come in kiwi green, heather indigo blue and dark heath-
er gray in a variety of sizes. To order, visit macgrove.org/tshirt.

Community Building Team—The Community Building 
Team’s next quarterly meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 
12. To learn more, email mgcc@macgrove.org or sign up to re-
ceive meeting notices at macgrove.org/participate.

Upcoming meetings—annual meeting on Thursday, April 
8; Community Building Team on Monday, April 12; Housing 
and Land Use Committee on Wednesday, April 28; and Inclu-
sivity Task Force on Thursday, May 6. All meetings will be held 
via Zoom beginning at 6:30 p.m. Sign up for notices and Zoom 
information at macgrove.org/participate.

Office closed—The community council office remains 
closed. Email mgcc@macgrove.org for more information.

Summit Hill
summithillassociation.org • 651-222-1222

SHA plant sale—The Summit Hill Association is holding 
its annual plant sale online this year. Gerten’s Garden Center 
has created a unique website where Summit Hill residents can 
order plants, flowers, vegetables and gift cards. Ordering will 
close at 10 p.m. Thursday, April 22. Buyers will be able to pick 
up their orders from 1-6 p.m. Saturday, May 15, in the parking 
lot at the Linwood Recreation Center, 860 Saint Clair Ave. Visit 
the SHA website for more information.

Dixie’s development—The second virtual meeting regard-
ing plans for the construction of a five-story, mixed-use build-
ing at 695 Grand Ave. is scheduled for 7 p.m. Thursday, April 8, 
to respond to residents’ questions and concerns. The proposal 
would put four stories of apartments above three ground-floor 
commercial spaces on the site that is now home to Dixie’s on 
Grand, Saji-Ya and Emmett’s Public House. Those who are in-
terested can register for the meeting and hear a recording of 
the initial virtual meeting by visiting summithillassociation.
org/695grandave.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Solidarity fund—The Union Park and Lexington-Ham-
line community councils have established a solidarity fund 
for those in need of housing relief. The funds may be used to 
cover rent, mortgage payments and utilities. Those who are 
able to donate to the fund are being asked to visit givemn.org/
story/Li2sdg. Those who are in need of assistance should call  
Keystone Community Services at 651-917-3883.

Gardening workshops—The UPDC is offering free online 
vegetable gardening workshops this spring. The sessions will 

take place from 7-8 p.m. The schedule includes Introductory 
Vegetable Gardening Part 1: Planning and Planting on April 5 
and Introductory Vegetable Gardening Part 2: Growing and 
Harvesting on April 12. Register at least two days in advance by 
visiting tinyurl.com/as9prxsr.

Union Park micro-grants—The UPDC is seeking applica-
tions from residents and small groups of neighbors for grants 
of $400-$600 to complete small projects in its neighbor-
hoods. Applications are due by the end of May. Email info@ 
unionparkdc.org or visit unionparkdc.org/micro-grant.

Upcoming meetings—board of directors, 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, April 7; Transportation Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
April 12; Committee on Land Use and Development, 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, April 19; Environment and Parks Committee, 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday, April 21; and Neighborhood Involvement 
Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, April 26. To access the Zoom 
meetings, email wako@unionparkdc.org or click on the links 
at unionparkdc.org/calendar.

Stay connected—The public is invited to “like” the Union 
Park District Council on Facebook, follow it on Twitter at @
UnionParkDC, and subscribe to its e-newsletter, “Neighbor-
hood Matters,” by emailing jonah@unionparkdc.org.

West Seventh
fortroadfederation.org • 651-298-5599

Annual meeting—The West Seventh/Fort Road Federation 
will hold its annual meeting via Zoom from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 20. The guest speaker will be Sean Kershaw, a 
West Seventh resident and director of the Saint Paul Depart-
ment of Public Works. The meeting will include breakout ses-
sions and updates on the district council’s work. Register by 
visiting the website.

Board elections—Anyone 16 and older who lives, owns 
property or owns a business in the West Seventh neighbor-
hood can vote for members of the board of directors. Voting 
will be done online by visiting the website from April 13 until 
6:45 p.m. April 20. Vote curbside at 882 W. Seventh St. from 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. April 13-16 and 19-20 by calling the office to be 
greeted at the door. Schedule additional curbside voting by 
calling the office.

Upcoming Zoom meetings—Transportation and Land 
Use Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 7; Community 
Engagement and Outreach Committee, 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
April 15; and annual meeting and election results, 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 20. Go to fortroadfederation.org/calendar for 
details and log-in information.

 Stay in touch—People are invited to “like” the West Sev-
enth/Fort Road Federation on Facebook and subscribe to its 
e-newsletter on its website.

winning or sharing 18 of the last 19 crowns. They outscored 
Simley 129.8-126.174 in the Section 4A meet on March 19 to 
earn their second straight trip to state. 

The senior-laden team is led by India David and Lili Boyd, 
who went one-two in the all-around competition at the 
section meet. David and Boyd also won the individual titles in 
balance beam and bars, respectively. 

At state, the Scots placed eighth with 131.750 points. David 
finished 21st in the all-around with 33.8 points, and Boyd was 
next in line at 33.075.

March Madness, indeed 
The first weekend of the NCAA men’s and women’s 

basketball championships offered instructive lessons in many 
ways, some of which a lot of folks would like to forget as soon 
as possible. To wit:

• The NCAA’s priorities were on full display off the court. 
The association fell all over itself apologizing after an 
Oregon player posted a video showing a major discrepancy 
between the men’s and women’s weight rooms. It was one 

thing for the men to get the prime-time coverage on several 
different networks over three days. That’s simply a business 
proposition. CBS pays gobs of money to show men’s games 
and ESPN happily offers women’s coverage. Title IX, however, 
says equal access to facilities is also required. The NCAA is too 
big to be embarrassed by anything, so it found a weight room 
that worked for the women and carried on as if nothing had 
been wrong. 

• All year long, we heard about how good Big Ten men’s 
basketball was. Gopher backers quickly asserted this to 
make us feel better about the subpar season that resulted in 
Richard Pitino being out of work for a day before being named 
head coach at New Mexico. Unfortunately, that assessment 
didn’t translate well to NCAA tournament play. Going into 
last weekend, only one Big Ten school (Michigan) remained 
standing. Second-seeded Ohio State, picked by some to be 
a challenger to Gonzaga for the title, was beaten by a 15th-
seeded Oral Roberts team that will face the University of Saint 
Thomas in conference play next year. Many blue bloods either 
didn’t make the field or bowed out quickly. But it didn’t seem 
to bother too many people. The show, after all, must go on. 

• Ben Johnson, hired to replace Pitino as the Gopher men’s 
basketball coach, checks off a lot of boxes. He’s a local fellow 

who started his college career elsewhere, but came back here 
to finish. He was an assistant coach here and is a person of 
color. He seems well-liked. His challenge will be to convince 
Minnesota prep stars to stick around and see what he can 
do to snag free agents from other colleges. The concept that 
many Division I hoopsters are playing for the love of their 
school has been blown out of the water. The four-year starter 
may soon be as obsolete as a pay phone. None of that seems 
to bother the NCAA hierarchy. As noted earlier, the show that 
produces the dough must go on.  

• The NCAA blew off the postseason hopes of Division III 
teams this year, abandoning their winter championships. The 
NCAA hid behind COVID concerns, but the fact is DIII teams 
don’t bring in anything close to the revenue the big boys do. 
Still, the DIII members outnumber their DI counterparts by a 
large margin. If they so desire, they can band together to gum 
up the works for future legislation. What seems inevitable 
is there will be a break at some point and one faction will 
head off on its own. Logic indicates that this would be the DI 
schools. Having the inmates run the asylum is never a good 
idea, but that’s where this would likely lead.  

 
Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.

District Councils
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The Monday Morning Senior League will commence on 
May 3 at the Highland 9-Hole Golf Course. The mixed-gender, 
noncompetitive golf league is for those ages 55 and older. Con-
tact league president Bill Vieth at 651-261-2287.

Saint Thomas Academy placed 10th in the team competition 
of the Class A state boys’ swimming and diving championships 
on March 18-20. Junior Ian Rutgers was the top scorer for the 
Cadets, taking fifth in the 500-yard freestyle and seventh in 
the 200 free. STA’s 400 free relay team of Rutgers, sophomores 

Joe Matschina, Austin Aldridge and Luke Audette finished sev-
enth. Its 200 free relay team of Audette, Matschina, senior Jack 
Simerson and Rutgers took ninth. Sophomore Hung Nguyen 
was 12th in the 200 individual medley.

Central High School boys’ swim coach David Albornoz was 
named the Section 4AA head coach of the year, while the Min-
utemen’s Sandy Whitaker was named assistant coach of the 
year. Albornoz is also the Saint Paul City Conference coach of 
the year. In March, Central won its first conference swim title 

since 2014 and qualified for state in two events. The Minute-
men’s team of Jonathan Cordano, Joe Ricker, Campbell Wencel 
and Everett Ries took 12th at state in the 200-yard freestyle re-
lay. Cordano also was 23rd in the state 100 butterfly. 

Capital City MN will host a coed flag football league that will  
play on Sundays from April 11-May 9 at Cretin-Derham Hall, 
550 S. Albert St. Kids in grades K-3 will play from 1-2:30 p.m. 
and grades 4-8 from 2:30-4 p.m. The cost is $60. Register at 
capitalcityfootballmn.ryzerevents.com. 

Sports Shorts
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CLASSIFIEDS

home serviceS   
CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*
Complete chair re-glue since 1960. 
651-699-4022.

JACKSON’S HANDYMAN Services. 
Get it fixed right! Specializing in 
work for seniors. 651-208-5996. 
SeniorHelpTwinCities.com

GREG’S HARDWOOD Floors, inc. 
Installation, sand and refinish. Free 
estimates. 651-214-4959. In business 
since 2002.

TILE & GROUT CLEANING. Re-Grouting, 
Re-Caulking, Sealing, Tile Repair & 
Restoration. Call Alex @ 651-343-0014 
or visit HohnandHohnRestoration.
com

MISSIONARY HANDYMAN. Painting. 
Carpentry. Small electrical. Odd jobs. 
651-491-0639.

DECKS & WOOD Fences. New or re-
pairs. License #BC581059. Troy’s 
Decks & Fences, 651-210-1387.

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It’s that time of year again! Protect 
your roof and have your gut-
ters cleaned today! Call Ryan, 651- 
690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

JOE’S CARPET SERVICE. Restretching 
and repairs. 25+ years’ experience. 
612-369-5777 or bit.ly/joescarpet

LAMP REPAIR-ALL KINDS. RELIABLE 
AND INEXPENSIVE. I WILL SEE YOU IN 
A WHOLE NEW LIGHT. CALL OR EMAIL 
DOUG 612-747-6083; dclowman45@
gmail.com

housecleaning
L + A CLEAN MACHINE. Quality service. 
Good pricing. Residential and com-
mercial cleaning. 770-837-1333.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, per-
sonal touch. 10+ years’ experience. 
References. Letitia, 651-242-6523.

GREEN CLEAN your Home. Non-toxic 
cleaning. Healthier for your fam-
ily and the environment. Visit us at 
SuperiorGreenCleaning.com or call 
651-239-8752.

COMMERCIAL CLEANING
GREEN CLEAN your Business. Non-
toxic cleaning. Healthier for your em-
ployees, customers, and the 
environment. Visit us at Superior 
GreenCleaning.com or call 651- 
239-8752.

computer/internet/TV  
HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On site, 
free pickup, delivery, troubleshoot-
ing, upgrades, virus spyware removal, 
networking wired and wireless, in-
stallation. Great rates. 10 years in 
Highland. 651-698-7519; 651-470-3792. 

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service 
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-
207-8276.

office/PROOFREADING
WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription. 
Typing. Copy Editing. Legal, academic, 
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN
PROFESSIONAL WORDPRESS and 
WEBSITE DESIGN, development and 
maintenance. Graphic design of 
logos, flyers, invitations, newsletters, 
catalogs, brochures, etc. Fast, reason-
able and local. 25+ years’ experience. 
For more details, text 612-860-5137 or 
visit VelvetElvis.com

SEWING/TAILORING
HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations. 
Tailoring. Women. Men. 712 South 
Cleveland. 651-698-6117. Highland 
Tailors.com

ENTERTAINMENT
SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; weddings, 
private parties; listen at www.john 
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.

home serviceS    
BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured, bonded. 
License #BC126373; 651-699-8900.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good Stuff 
Moving. Reasonably priced. Licensed, 
insured. We sell boxes. 651-488-4808.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul busi-
ness since 2004. A+ rating with the 
Minnesota Better Business Bureau. 
Licensed/Insured. 651-387-2955 
LighthouseMoving.com

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates, 651-287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One Construction. 
Stop leaks. Hail and storm damage. 
Licensed plumbers and electricians 
working with us. Everything from 
basements to chimneys. Kitchens, 
bathrooms, all flooring (including 
hardwood), concrete, windows, brick 
block, painting. Siding and roofs. 
Insured. License #BC635082. Angie’s 
List! BBB. Free estimates. Jeff, 651-
285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in 
Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality work, 
30 years’ experience. 651-483-8581, 
Jerry.

*RELIABLEMAINTENANCE 
ANDREPAIR.COM*

Remodeling and Handyman Services. 
MN License #BC665235. 651-262-9765.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW  
*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*

MURPHY’S LAWN & LANDSCAPE. 
30+ years. Local, family owned. 
Commercial. Residential. The best full 
service lawn and landscaping in your 
neighborhood. phminc@frontiernet.
net or www.PHMincorporated.com

THE BEST Landscaping Services. 
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping. Design. 
Tree, shrub and plant knowledge, 
installation, grading, sodding, beds 
and gardens. Paver patios, walks, 
drives. Versa-Lok retaining walls. 651- 
227-2584; www.bluhmbrothers.com

LAWN SERVICE. Spring cleanups. 
Gutter cleaning/repair; dethatch-
ing, tree/bush service. Insured. 651- 
699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, 
U of MN. Certified Nursery and 
Landscape Professional. Living Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 612-
868-7787; LandscapesByScott.com

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow Removal. 
Hedge trimming. Highland resident. 
Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Dean, 651-298-0781.

TREE WORK & Stump Removal. A Tree 
Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

ALL YOUR GREEN needs. Mowing. 
Lawn Care. Landscaping. 20+ years’ in 
St. Paul. Call 651-695-1230.

*MONTHLY MOWING*
Starting at $140/month. 651-276-4396. 
SorensenLawnCare.com

*SWEET GRASS LANDSCAPING AND 
LAWN SERVICE*

Spring cleanup specials. Call Jim, 612-
245-6932.

housecleaning
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable 
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates 
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

NICCI MAIDS. Professional House    
cleaning Services. Bonded and in-
sured. References. 651-253-5561.

MB’S CLEANING SERVICE. 27 years in 
business. Spring cleaning specials. 
$50 off 1st cleaning. Gift certificates. 
651-225-1960. mbscleaning.com

home improvement
*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*

Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences, 
porches. Reasonable rates. Personal, 
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651- 
285-3237.

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High quality 
work at affordable rates. Full service 
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality Interior/
Exterior; 30+ years; good references. 
651-207-2249. stevepaintsmsp@
gmail.com

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing. 
Remodeling. Tile. Professional. 
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651-
276-7094.

BILL’S PAINTING. 38 years’ experience; 
painting, wallpaper, staining, textur-
ing. Plaster repairs. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Attention to detail. Call 
Bill, 612-790-1266.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. Kitchen, 
Bath specialty. 25+ years’ excep-
tional experience. Licensed. Insured. 
Martin, 612-701-5394.

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column 
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612- 
940-7591 or theturningpointwood 
works.com

MIKE MOHS Construction Co. All 
types roofing/gutters. Siding, win-
dows/skylights. Honesty and in-
tegrity for 50 years! Family owned, 
operated. Licensed, bonded, insured. 
#BC005456. Scott, 612-701-2209.

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815. Basement bath?

PRO TEAM PAINTING PLUS. Complete 
interior and exterior painting plus 
carpentry work. Contact Mike at 651-
917-2881 or email mikeproteampaint 
ingplus@gmail.com

EVERYTHING DRYWALL. Sheetrock, 
plaster, textures, skim coating 
and painting. Insured. David, 612- 
554-3028.

YOUR LOCAL source for con-
crete work. Driveways, Sidewalks, 
Patios and More. Call 612-930-7071. 
NeighborhoodConcrete.com

PLANT SALES
VEGETABLES, FLOWERS, HERBS AND 
PLANTS! Having a sale this Spring? 
Advertise in Villager’s special cate-
gory! Experience how it pays to blos-
som your sale for as little as $12 per 
issue. Ads are dirt cheap. Call 651-
699-1462 ext 10 or email WantAds@
MyVillager.com 

wanted to buy
DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique 
jewelry. We know and appreciate the 
value of your jewelry. R. F. Moeller 
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651- 
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, adver-
tising, beer memorabilia and more. 
651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz, 
Country, Soul, more. 651-224-4947.

garage/MOVING SALES
SPRING CLEANING means extra fur-
niture, housewares, electronics, 
clothing and toys. Open your garage 
door to sell it now! Advertise your 
sale for a minimum of $12 and then 
sit back and rake in the profits! 651-
699-1462 ext 10 or email WantAds@
MyVillager.com 

REAL ESTATE
SUMMIT AVE Duplex for sale. Excellent 
location, great cash flow. No brokers 
please. Serious inquiries call 651- 
233-4577.

home improvement
PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential 
roofing. Local references. License 
#RR155317. Insured. Member BBB. Call 
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN’S PAINTING/Repair. Wood 
frame, stucco, power washing, glaz-
ing, staining, cement work. Insured. 
651-699-2832.

PAINTING. WALLPAPER. Patch. Interior. 
Exterior. Small jobs wanted. Jim, 612-
202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING, 
CEILING TEXTURING. MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BONDED,  INSURED.  MERRIAM 
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-224-3660; 
“A NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.” 
MPPAINTING.COM

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Walks, drives, 
patios, steps, brickwork and repairs. 
Resurface walls. Mark, 763-607-3941.

Classified & Legal Ads
Phone 651-699-1462

Email WantAds@MyVillager.com
Classified Categories, ad submission & more info 

available at MyVillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 5% discount for 

prepayment of 7 issues. 10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues. Legal 
notices are 60¢ per word. All classifieds and legals are prepaid by cash, 

check or credit card. We do not accept ads over the telephone.

Next Issue: April 14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Deadline: April 7

APRIL 14 Deadline April 7 APRIL 28 Deadline April 14 MAY 12 Deadline May 5 MAY 26 Deadline May 19 JUNE 9 Deadline June 2

We Work for You!
CLASSIFIED ADS

651-699-1462 • wantads@myvillager.com

Garage &
Estate SalesHome Repairs & 

Improvement

Landscaping
& Yard Work

Help
Wanted

Pet Care &Pet Sitting

Cabin &VacationRentals
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SERVICE DIRECTORY will be conducted: Lara Wholesale 2. 
List the Principal Place of Business: 
1233 Reaney Ave, PO Box 600773 Saint 
Paul Minnesota 55106 USA 3. List the 
name and complete street address of 
all persons conducting business 
under the above Assumed Name, OR 
if an entity, provide the legal corpo-
rate, LLC, or Limited Partnership 
name and registered office address: 
Lara Investment Group, LLC; 1233 
Reaney Ave, PO Box 600773 Saint Paul 
Minnesota 55106 USA 4. I, the under-
signed, certify that I am signing this 
document as the person whose sig-
nature is required, or as agent of the 
person(s) whose signature would be 
required who has authorized me to 
sign this document on his/her behalf, 
or in both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct and 
in compliance with the applicable 
chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I un-
derstand that by signing this docu-
ment I am subject to the penalties of 
perjury as set forth in Section 609.48 
as if I had signed this document 
under oath. Date filed: January 27, 
2021 Signed by: Brandon A. Lara 
Mailing Address: 1233 Reaney Ave, PO 
Box 600773 Saint Paul Minnesota 
55106 USA Email for Official Notices: 
brandonlara1992@gmail.com

STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The fil-
ing is required for consumer protec-
tion in order to enable consumers to 
be able to identify the true owner of 
a business. 1. List the exact assumed 
name under which the business is 
or will be conducted: PTSolutions 2. 
List the Principal Place of Business: 
40333 W 14 Mile Rd Novi MI 48377 
United States 3. List the name and 
complete street address of all per-
sons conducting business under 
the above Assumed Name, OR if an 
entity, provide the legal corporate, 
LLC, or Limited Partnership name and 
registered office address: Berkshire 
Production Supply, LLC; 40333 W 14 
Mile Rd Novi MI 48377 United States 
4. I, the undersigned, certify that I 
am signing this document as the 
person whose signature is required, 
or as agent of the person(s) whose 

music instruction
PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University. 
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All 
Ages. Online lessons available. Gene 
Swanson, 651-269-6983.

LIVE (or online) PIANO or Flute les-
sons at Sue Stevenson’s Music 
Teaching Studio In St .  Paul . 
Conservatory trained, References, 
25 years experience. 651-336-5529. 
Suestevenson357@gmail.com

PIANO TUNING/ REPAIR
GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered piano 
tuner/technician. See website for 
coupon. 651-644-3111.

home/health provider
IN-HOME CARE. Full services. 
Specializing in dementia, hospice. 
Certified. Insured. References. WE 
CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

for rent - residential
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment 
Homes available in the Highland 
Park and Crocus Hill areas. Call 
651-698-6111 today for rental in-
formation on several communities 
professionally managed by Mid 
Continent Management Corp. 

for rent - COMMERCIAL
STUDIO/OFFICE space for rent in 
Merriam Park church. Ground floor. 
Secure Building. Access to copier. 250 
sq ft. $275/month. Expansion possi-
ble. Call Robert, 651-263-3468.

LEGAL NOTICES  
STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The fil-
ing is required for consumer protec-
tion in order to enable consumers to 
be able to identify the true owner of 
a business. 1. List the exact assumed 
name under which the business is or 

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

ISA Certified Arborists
Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough
Tree Service

      HYDEAND
     HARMSEN
 C O N S T R U C T I O N

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

HageConcrete.com

Byron Electric
Residential & Commercial

★ Free Estimates ★
612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

Lic. #RR155317Licensed • Bonded • Insured
PatesRoofing.com

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

New CoNstruCtioN 
decks, doors, porches,

restoration & more

JL
OF

serViCes

651-276-8233

Remodel
Renovate
RestoRe

“ Providing Effective 
Alternatives to 
Window Replacement”

 
 

“Proudly serving Saint Paul and surrounding areas since 2007” 

 

Residential/Commercial 
• Weekly Lawn Care • Aerating 
• Cleanups    • Rock/Mulch 
• Weed Control   • Landscape 
• Fertilizer    • Brush Removal 

 
 
 
 

 
651.587.0141           Fully Licensed & Insured! 
Andrew@TrierweilerLS.com        Free Estimates! 
TrierweilerLS.com     References Available! 

10% OFF 
LAWN CARE SERVICES 

for new customers 
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10% OFF 
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“Proudly serving Saint Paul and surrounding areas since 2007” 

 

Residential/Commercial 
• Weekly Lawn Care • Aerating 
• Cleanups    • Rock/Mulch 
• Weed Control   • Landscape 
• Fertilizer    • Brush Removal 

 
 
 
 

 
651.587.0141           Fully Licensed & Insured! 
Andrew@TrierweilerLS.com        Free Estimates! 
TrierweilerLS.com     References Available! 

10% OFF 
LAWN CARE SERVICES 

for new customers 

651.587.0141    TrierweilerLS.com
Andrew@TrierweilerLS.com

Fully Licensed & Insured!  Free Estimates!
References Available!

10% OFF
LAWN CARE SERVICES

for new customers

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

ConCrete & 
Masonry

new, repair & replace
step repair

Bobcat • Dump Truck
Demolition • Landscaping

Gary 651-423-6666

SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

Landscape Design
Stone Masonry   Fencing

Patios & Walls

DotyHardscapes.com
612-618-7033

dotyhardscapes@gmail.com

RESIDENTIAL   651690-4710  COMMERCIAL
mymnconcreteguy.com

LICENSED   •     bonded     •    insured

                           •  Exposed Aggregate
                       • Footings  • Foundations
                       • steps  • sidewalks  • Patios 
                      • Garage slabs  • driveways
                    • Patterned Concrete
            • Mortar-less retaining Wall systems

FINAL ADVERTISING PROOF
LAKESHORE 
WEEKLY NEWS

Ad Rep: Rick

Ad Designer: SSK

Size: 2 x 10.5

Pub. Date: 12/26/12

CLIENT AUTHORIZATION
Your ad will go to press as shown
unless changes or corrections are
received by 10:00AM on Monday.

Ad OK w/changes _______

Ad OK as shown _______

APPROVED BY: ______________________________________________________________________      DATE: ___________________________________________

CLIENT PROOF CHECK LIST:
Is your address correct? ❐ YES ❐ NO
Is your phone number correct? ❐ YES ❐ NO
Have you proofread the entire ad? ❐ YES ❐ NO

MARK CHANGES CLEARLY 
AND FAX TO YOUR SALES REP

952-473-0895

SENIOR DISCOUNTS
$25 Gas Gift Card

with estimate

FREE ESTIMATES

STOP
THIS

with

• Eliminates Ice Dams & Icicles
•  Eliminates Ice on your 

  Sidewalk or Driveway
• Seamless Gutters
• Gutter Repair
• Consumer Rated #1

•  Gutter Glove Pro 
  Leaf Protection

•  Heated Gutter Guards
• Heated Valley Panels
•  Eliminate Gutter 

  Cleaning Forever

Heated Gutter Guards

FALL SPECIALS
Call Today for More

Information & a FREE Quote

IceDamSolutionsMN.com

Stainless Steel Micro Mesh Technology

651 955 6207

STOP ICE DAMS
IceDamSolutionsMinnesota.com

FREE ESTIMATES

Heated Eaves & Valley Panels for all Roofs

651-955-6207

Landscape

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com
651•436•6568

Jeff Menard

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls

patios – steps – Walks
      

Chad Arneson

Rating

LEGAL NOTICES

 

 

  

Find us online at

MCQBRos.CoM
MinneaPolis & st. Paul

612.888.8207

WHOLE HOME
CLIMATE CONTROL

FREE SECOND OPINION • ESTIMATE MATCH
Call 612.888.8207 todaY!

HELP WANTED
Get paid to exercise!

Newspaper delivery people for both employee
and independent contractor positions. 

 

Weekday and weekend routes available.
No early morning delivery.

CONTACT Brian Amundsen at
612-919-8626 or 651-487-1328

Independent Delivery Service
440 West Minnehaha Ave., St. Paul, MN 55103

Check out the
Service Directory 

online @
MyVillager.com

LANDSCAPING 
& MATERIALS
Sand, gravel, topsoil & 

compost delivered
Call Botany Bob @ 651-271-7462

• Trimming  • Removals  • Stumps

651  699-7022 ( C ) 612 414-9241   rogertree.com

Roger’s
Tree

Service

ASh TReATmenTS “ Infuse it or LOSe it”

Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

Licensed / Insured / Free Estimates

Certified Arborist

ConCrete
Sidewalks & Steps

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
BRICK, BLOCK

& stuCCO RepaIR
Over 25 yrs. Experience

Lic • Bonded • Ins
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

651-373-1264
PanianConstruction.com

#BC319518Est. 1976

Repair & Rebuild

Tuckpointing
Chimneys

Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

Small Concrete Jobs
Bobcat & Dump Truck
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

Mike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

Notice of Informal Appointment of 
Personal Representative and Notice 
to Creditors (Without a Will) 
State of Minnesota 
Ramsey County 
District Court 
Second Judicial District 
Court File Number: 62-PR-21-230 
Case Type: Informal Probate 
In re the Estate of: Lester Oliver 
Myles, Decedent

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS AND 
CREDITORS: Notice is hereby given 
that an application for informal ap-
pointment of personal representa-
tive has been filed with the Probate 
Registrar. No will has been presented 
for probate. The application has been 
granted.

Notice is also given that the Probate 
Registrar has informally appointed 
the following:

Regina E. Myles 
817 Carroll Avenue 
Saint Paul, MN 55104

as Personal Representative of the 
Estate of the Decedent. Any heir, 
devisee or other interested per-
son may be entitled to appoint-
ment as Personal Representative, 
or may object to the appointment 
of the Personal Representative. 
Unless objections are filed pursuant 
to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-607, and the 
court otherwise orders, the Personal 
Representative has full power to ad-
minister the Estate, including, after 
30 days from the date of issuance of 
letters, the power to sell, encumber, 
lease or distribute real estate. 

Notice is also given that, subject to 
Minn. Stat. § 524.3-801, all creditors 
having claims against the Estate are 
required to present the claims to the 
Personal Representative or to the 
Court Administrator within four (4) 
months after the date of this Notice, 
or the claims will be barred.

Laura J. Stevens 
Probate Registrar 
Dated: March 17, 2021

Michael F. Upton 
Court Administrator 
Dated: March 17, 2021

Self-Represented Litigant: 
Regina E. Myles  
817 Carroll Avenue  
Saint Paul, MN 55104

signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this docu-
ment on his/her behalf, or in both 
capacities. I further certify that I have 
completed all required fields, and 
that the information in this docu-
ment is true and correct and in com-
pliance with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes. I understand 
that by signing this document I am 
subject to the penalties of perjury as 
set forth in Section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this document under oath. 
Date filed: March 19, 2021 Signed by: 
Jackie Hamric Mailing Address: 40333 
W 14 Mile Rd Novi MI 48377 Email for 
Official Notices: jhamric@pts-tools.
com

STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The fil-
ing is required for consumer protec-
tion in order to enable consumers to 
be able to identify the true owner of 
a business. 1. List the exact assumed 
name under which the business is 
or will be conducted: Berkshire eS-
upply 2. List the Principal Place of 
Business: 40333 W 14 Mile Rd Novi MI 
48377 United States 3. List the name 
and complete street address of all 
persons conducting business under 
the above Assumed Name, OR if an 
entity, provide the legal corporate, 
LLC, or Limited Partnership name and 
registered office address: Berkshire 
Production Supply, LLC; 40333 W 14 
Mile Rd Novi MI 48377 United States 
4. I, the undersigned, certify that I 
am signing this document as the 
person whose signature is required, 
or as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this docu-
ment on his/her behalf, or in both 
capacities. I further certify that I have 
completed all required fields, and 
that the information in this docu-
ment is true and correct and in com-
pliance with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes. I understand 
that by signing this document I am 
subject to the penalties of perjury as 
set forth in Section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this document under oath. 
Date filed: March 19, 2021 Signed by: 
Jackie Hamric Mailing Address: 40333 
W 14 Mile Rd Novi MI 48377 Email for 
Official Notices: jhamric@pts-tools.
com

Fabulous Customer Reviews!
Experts specializing in…
 Patching Window/Stucco Repairs Stone—New & Repair
 New Stucco Re-Stucco Sandblasting

BUILDING THE FUTURE —
RESTORING THE PAST

Aaron Cole

Lance SmithSMITHCOLE.COM

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

651-497-9891

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

TM

www.landscapesbyscott.com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:
   612.868.7787

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR 
& TuCkpoinTing

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/
    Skim Coating
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                          HEATING INC.

 651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service

 • Clean • Repair • Install
  www.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured                

Burton R. Johnson    
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373 
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Serving area since 1973

651699-8900

www.harlanfl oors.com • 612-251-4290

Local Service for Over 40 Years

• Installation
• Restoration
• Repairs
• Buff & Coat
“ We don’t cut corners – 
we scrape them!”

Harlan Hardwood SWJ NR2 2cx2.indd   1 7/22/11   5:22 PM

Exteriors by DesignExteriors by Design

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior

• Free Estimates • References

                  Call Jesse 651-206-2454
#BC738852 ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

M
ER

RIAM PARK REPA
IR

Outdoor Power Equipment

It’s Never Too Early To Think Spring And Tune Up Your Lawnmower

Now Sharpening
Reel Mowers!

651-645-1443  ★  444 Prior Ave N  ★  Saint Paul, MN 55104

Reel mower sharpening takes a long time, because of this we need folks to bring them in early so we can get them done before the 
grass grows. Otherwise wait times in the summer for reel mowers can reach as much as 4 weeks. So please, bring them in early!

Beat The
Summer Rush!Sales • Service • Parts

A T I M E R

A N D S C A P I N G

Custom design
installation

• Paver patios, sidewalks
& driveways

• Natural stone, or
block walls & stairs

• Privacy or ornamental fencing  • Shrub & tree planting
• Grading & Sodding

Call or email George for a FREE consultation & estimate at:
651.983.5969   LatimerLandscapingMN.com

™

LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES

Join the more than

7,000
people who follow the

Villager
on Facebook.

Facebook.com/TheVillagerMN/

We Now Accept

 Legal Notices!

651-699-1462

Call us for details.

RUG CLEANING
Free pick up & delivery

Free Sanitizer application
Cleaned with non-toxic products

NatureWise ChemDry
651-341-0933 Text or Call
naturewisechemdry.com
West 7th ~ Locally Owned

Landscaping
◆ Retaining Walls

◆ Paver or Concrete Driveways, 
Slabs, Sidewalks & Patios

  ◆ Fine Grading & Sodding
  ◆ Water Problems

  Free estimates

 www.
 lundbergsbobcatservice.com
 Dorlen  612-910-3047



    

    

philip m. wahlberg
651-336-2410

lily newson
651-227-9144

moraghan Derosia
952-486-3697

peTer DonoVan
651-336-8050

miChele DumonD
651-283-7996

Tom eDelsTein, Crs
henry eDelsTein, Crs

651-695-4300

abe gleeson
651-329-1990

anne kirChner
651-335-3388

sarah kinney
651-282-9621

kaThryn kenneDy
612-558-6488

lolly mCneely
salmen

612-810-4138

DaViD noyes, Jr. 
real esTaTe group

651-233-0748

Joe uebel
651-341-3599

Jim seabolD
651-276-8555

robbie grossman
651-434-7887

nanCy maas
651-235-8581

miChaela Toohey
651-253-6830

krisTa wolTer
612-247-5106

Tom & mike DisTaD
612-275-1343

mya honeywell
The hiVe

651-329-3619

sue Johnson
gooD Company
651-329-1264

Joe JulieTTe
651-261-9588

brian wagner, m.eD.
651-497-4387

coldwellbankerhomes.com

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

LoveLy Brick rowhouse!    
Gloriously sunlit with huge windows and tall ceil-
ings. 2 BR/2 BA brick rowhouse built in 2005. 
Backyard overlooks wooded Swede Hollow Park 
- walkable to Lowertown, Mississippi Market, and 
more. 558 Payne. www.wahlbergtoohey.com
miCHAelA tooHey 
PHiliP wAHlberG 
651-282-9617
$235,000

 S
ale
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aniTa C. hill
651-707-6408

1907 GooDrich 
The market it GREAT for sellers right 
now!  This home sold in multiple offers 
in just days and the seller is delight-
ed!  If you would like to 
capitalize on this GREAT 
market, give us a call! 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

Sue JoHnSon crs, Gri
651-329-1264

1665 seLBy Ave
Wonderfully maintained fourplex in a prime St. 
Paul location, close to restaurants, colleges, 
bus lines and shopping.  All 4 units are fully 
occupied.  The building has a 
newer roof, windows, kitchens 
and bathrooms.    

        tom diStAd
  612-432-4771 • $799,900

445 wAcoutA st #409   
Modern and easy living in this one bed-
room/2 bath top floor condo with an enor-
mous deck. Underground parking, in-unit 
laundry, spacious storage, 
dog friendly. 

bryAn bedeSSem
612-382-8415 • $250,000

291 7th st w #1401   
Stunning views of St Paul and the river 
from the 14th floor. - fabulous sunrises 
and sunset views. 2 bedroom/2 full bath-
rooms, in unit laundry, 2 con-
tract parking spaces, ample 
storage, very low HOAs. 

bryAn bedeSSem
612-382-8415 • $200,000

230 winDsor LAne
ACCEPTED OFFER in just 1 DAY on 
the market. End unit completely updated.  
Fantastic Windsor Green Association. If 
you are considering buying
or selling, please contact me
for incredible service! 

tJ Pierret 
651-755-6669 • $284,000

500 north 2nD st #114
Riverstation Condo in NORTH LOOP.
Accepted offer in just 5 days on the 
market…I would love to help you sell 
your home with ease and
trouble free! Call/text me to
discuss your options!

tJ Pierret 
651-755-6669 • $349,900

Just ListeD!!!
2155 Bayard: Stunning 3-bedroom Tudor 
style in impeccable condition, updated 
kitchen with large eating area. Fabulous  
2nd floor bedroom with ideal
space for a bath, delightful
rear porch and deck.     

         Jim burton
  651-690-8556 • $439,900

Just ListeD!!!
806 Randolph: Impeccable 3 bedroom 
home set on a fabulous double lot offering 
the charm of 1890 but with all of today’s 
conveniences. Updated kitchen,
baths and mechanicals.     

         Jim burton
  651-690-8556 • $374,900

FoursquAre chArmer in mAc-Grove!
3 BR, 2 BA, 1.5 garage,  corner lot w/cus-
tom built fence, beautiful hardscapes & gar-
dens and a welcoming patio. Lovely details 
throughout home including 
built-ins and a gas fireplace.  
1999 Fairmount Ave. Visit me 
at: micheledumond.com   

miCHele dumond
651-283-7996 • $390,000

Deb souCheray
651-263-0552

Jim burTon
651-690-8556

lolly mCneely SAlmen 
612-810-4138 • $2,075,000
morAGHAn deroSiA
952-486-3697 • $2,075,000

cLArence Johnston DesiGneD cottAGe!  
Sits atop the bluff at 34 Kenwood Parkway offering 
panoramic views & stately yet livable sun-drenched 
space completely renovated. Luxury finishes for 
4BR’s, 5BA’s, 7+car heated garage & dog run. 
Entertainment center & wine grotto.  Impeccable.

cAreFree one LeveL LivinG!!
295 Lexington  Pkwy has been delightfully updat-
ed with granite, appliances, flooring, all mechani-
cals and roof; plus extra wide doorways with walk-
in master BR and shower. Just 
move  in and walk to everything!  
Rare park like setting awaits!

lolly mCneely SAlmen 
612-810-4138 • $299,900

Just steps to hiGhLAnD viLLAGe!
Completely updated 3 bedroom, 2 bath bun-
galow with with eat-kitchen and bright sun-
drenched space. New windows, mechanicals 
and decor makes this doll house 
ready to move in! Central air 
and two car garage. Call Lolly 
Salmen for details 612-810-4138.

lolly mCneely SAlmen 
612-810-4138 • $334,900

steps to the river!   
Charm-filled 3BR, 3BA classic boasts gorgeous 
hardwood floors, living room with fireplace, ele-
gant formal dining with walk-out to deck & pergo-
la. Dazzling updated kitchen, stun-
ning owner’s suite, backyard oasis, 
2-car! 2096 Eleanor Avenue. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

Henry edelStein crs
651-270-1667 • $575,000

Discover perFect pArADise!    
Truly exquisite 5BR/4BA masterpiece, nestled in 
a spectacular setting with water feature & pond. 
Lovely maple flooring & millwork, 3FP. Formal dining 
+ breakfast room, luxurious owner’s 
suite, W/O family room, loads of 
updates! 13143 Danube Ln. *click 
on www.teamedelstein.com

tom edelStein CrS, Abr
651-695-4300 • $695,000 

mAcGrove Gem! 254 mAcALester street   
Beautiful sunny and open floorplan offers great 
entertaining spaces with easy access to delight-
ful back yard deck with pergola. 3 BR’s up and 
2BA’s. Finished LL with office 
space. Walkable to restaurants, 
coffee shops, shopping and more! 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

Sue JoHnSon crs, Gri
651-329-1264 • $454,900
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