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By Anne Murphy

Ernest Hemingway once said, “There 
is no friend as loyal as a book.” For 
many readers, there is no better 

friend than their neighborhood indepen-
dent bookstore. And surely, the feeling is 
mutual for the owners and employees of 
those bookstores.

That friendship will be celebrated on 
Saturday, April 24, when booksellers across 
the Twin Cities take part in the annual In-

dependent Bookstore Day (IBD). Part of 
a nationwide event, the forthcoming IBD 
will highlight how these small indepen-
dent bookstores managed to survive the 
COVID-19 lockdown and a year with little 
to no in-person book browsing and buying. 

“We’re so grateful for the support our 
customers have shown,” said Sarah Cassa-
vant, events coordinator at SubText Books, 
6 W. Fifth St. “Their patience, generosity, 
kind words and humorous notes and con-
tinued love of books have brightened our 
days and kept us hopeful throughout a dif-
ficult year.”

During last year’s lockdown, SubText 
converted its events programming to a 

SubText Books manager Matt Keliher helped customer Meta Enzo find a book.  Photo by Brad Stauffer

Book browsing makes comeback
Shops celebrate that 
personal service with 
weeklong promotion

By Jane McClure

It’s back to the drawing board for developer 
Jerome Exley and his proposed five-story, 
mixed-use development at the northwest 

corner of Saint Clair and Cleveland avenues. 
The Saint Paul Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) 
on April 5 unanimously rejected three vari-
ances that he was seeking for the project. 

Exley and Bloomington-based WEB Devel-
opments LLC Cleveland want to tear down 
Roxy Cleaners at 235 S. Cleveland Ave. to make 
way for a new building with 23 one-and two-
bedroom apartments and about 2,600 square 
feet of first-floor commercial space.

The variances were for a building height of 
54.8 feet where a maximum of 40 feet is per-
mitted, a floor area ratio of 2.75 where 2.0 is 
permitted (the building’s floor area is in re-
lation to the size of the lot), and 23 off-street 
parking spaces instead of the required 37. 

The building was to be stepped back at 
its second floor to reduce its massing. Exley 
planned to have vehicle lifts on the first floor 
so residents could rent one space and park 
two vehicles in it. However, the lifts were not 
allowed to be counted in the parking totals.

BZA staff recommended denial of the vari-
ances, saying the applicant did not prove 
a practical difficulty in meeting the zoning 
code. They also found that the request would 
alter the essential character of the area. The 

By Jane McClure

Changes are in the works for a proposed 
$32.5 million mixed-use development 
on the current site of Dixie’s on Grand, 

Saji-Ya and Emmett’s Public House at 695 
Grand Ave. The development team of Reuter 
Walton, ESG Architects and the Kenefick fam-
ily reviewed revisions to parking access, load-
ing zones and the mix of proposed apartment 
units with more than 115 people who joined 
an online meeting on April 8.

It was the second of two public meetings 
held to review the project. The Keneficks, who 
own the property, want to replace the one-sto-
ry structure that houses the three restaurants 
with a five-story building with three ground-
floor commercial spaces, a mix of one- to 
three-bedroom apartments on its upper floors, 
and underground and ground-level parking.

The developers have reviewed “hundreds” 
of questions and comments, and have made 
changes to the project, said Ari Paritz of Re-
uter Walton. One was to reduce the number 
of apartments from 81 to 79 by taking out four 
smaller units to create a pair of two-bedroom 
units. 

Building details were changed to provide 
more articulation on the north and east sides, 
with limestone on the first floor, and brick 
and metal bronze metal accents on the upper 
floors.

BZA nixes mixed-
use project at St. 
Clair-Cleveland 
Variances denied for 5-story 
building on site of cleaners   

Developers refine 
Dixie’s plan after 
hearing concerns
5-story project to have 79 units, 
vehicle access off Grand Avenue  

By Jane McClure

Protecting Historic Fort Snelling, crossing 
the Mississippi River and finding space 
along a narrow bluff line are among 

the challenges facing the proposed Riverview 
Corridor transit project. The corridor’s Policy 
Advisory Committee (PAC) discussed the po-
tential obstacles along the modern streetcar 
line’s proposed 12-mile  route on April 1.

Riverview would link downtown Saint Paul 
with Minneapolis-Saint Paul International 
Airport and the Mall of America. After a three-

year hiatus, the PAC began meeting again last 
November as the project entered its next study 
phase. The project has an estimated cost of $2 
billion to construct and $35 million annually 
to operate and maintain.

In late 2017, the PAC recommended a mod-
ern streetcar line along West Seventh Street 
as the locally preferred alternative for the 
project. Various studies have been conducted 
behind the scenes since then. The latest engi-
neering and pre-environmental study phase 
is expected to take three years.

At the April 1 meeting, Grant Wyffels and 

Jessica Laabs of the Kimley-Horn consulting 
firm outlined the issues along the corridor’s 
proposed route in four study areas: Fort Snel-
ling, West Seventh Street, downtown Saint 
Paul and Bloomington. 

Of the four areas, crossing the river near 
Fort Snelling is expected to be where the proj-
ect team finds its greatest hurdles. The Dakota 
people refer to the area as Bdote, which trans-
lates as “where two waters come together,” 
and consider the land around the confluence 
of the Minnesota and Mississippi rivers as sa-
cred. The project team is working with Indian 

tribes and the Minnesota Historical Society on 
issues there.

“There are significant cultural resources 
there, so working within the existing right-of-
way would be a benefit,” Wyffels said.

Where Riverview would connect with the 
light-rail Blue Line in Minneapolis after cross-
ing the river is also a key question. Options in-
clude following an alignment off of Highway 5 
or using one that follows Highway 55/62. 

Getting streetcars across the river would  

PAC outlines obstacles in path of Riverview Corridor streetcar project
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virtual format and made the store’s full 
inventory available online. “We have a 
brand new website that allows folks to 
browse online and order any books we 
might not have in stock,” Cassavant said. 
“Downtown Saint Paul has changed a 
lot in the last year, but our place within 
it remains unchanged. Last May we re-
signed our lease. We’ll be staying for 
many years to come.”

For IBD, SubText will hold a sidewalk 
sale of used books. That way, people who 
may not feel comfortable entering the 
store can safely browse outside. As has 
been the case since in-store shopping 
returned, “masks will be required both 
inside and outside the store,” Cassavant 
said. “And we’ll be monitoring capacity 
to ensure proper social distancing.

Bookseller David Enyeart of Next 
Chapter Booksellers, 38 S. Snelling Ave., 
is looking forward to IBD and the week-
long promotion that precedes it. “We 
missed seeing our customers,” he said. 
“We’ve been waiting to see them again. 
To have an occasion like Independent 
Bookstore Day is always great, but in a 
year when we’ve hardly seen our cus-
tomers, it’s even more exciting.”

Next Chapter saw its sales dip with the 
COVID shutdown and the subsequent 
disruption of in-person shopping. Yet 
the bookstore remains healthy thanks 
to online shopping, curbside pickup and 
in-person shopping by appointment.

“When people enter the store, espe-
cially to just browse, they see a book or 
books they may not have planned to buy 
but do. That doesn’t happen with online 
shopping,” Enyeart said. “How has the 
last year been? I would say OK-ish. The 
‘OK’ part is that our customers made 
sure of that. We were able to continue 
connecting people and books. The ‘ish’ 
part is, there was much less direct con-
tact. But we’re here, and that’s the best 
thing.” 

“The last year was incredibly chal-
lenging and exhausting,” said Holly 
Weinkauf, owner of Red Balloon Book-
shop, 891 Grand Ave. “There were all 
of the changes we had to make quickly 
to continue to serve customers. But the 
pandemic taught us that we could con-
tinue to meet customer needs. Our cus-
tomers remained supportive through 
online shopping and virtual events. 
We’re thankful for the community sup-
port.” 

After initially reopening for in-person 

shopping by appointment, the Red Bal-
loon has begun welcoming drop-in 
shoppers with face masks and social dis-
tancing. “Now, with people becoming 
fully vaccinated, I’ve seen more grand-
parents coming in to shop,” Weinkauf 
said. “We’re connecting readers of all 
ages to our books again.”

Amy Turany and Marcus Mayer, 
owners of Storied Owl Books at 2059 
Randolph Ave., are also excited to be a 
part of Independent Bookstore Day this 
year. “Even though we’re still closed 
for browsing, we’ll be offering curbside 
pickup from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. on Saturday 
and lots of recommendations and spe-
cial day-of buys,” Turany said.

“The pandemic has been difficult for 
us, especially hitting during our first 
year in business,” Turany said. “Just as 
we were starting to get the hang of run-
ning the store, we needed to reinvent 
it. But we’ve been overwhelmed by the 
support we’ve received from the neigh-
borhood. We’ve found that people love 
the free delivery and the online order-
ing—two things we hadn’t considered 

before but hope will remain a part of our 
offerings. We’re planning to reopen to 
the public sometime this summer after 
we’re fully vaccinated. We can’t wait to 
be able to see our customers in person 
again.” 

Storied Owl, Red Balloon, Next Chap-
ter, SubText and the other participating 
bookstores have linked with the literary 
organization Rain Taxi to offer Twin Cit-
ies Independent Bookstore Passports. 
Readers may pick up a passport at any of 
the stores (or online at storiedowlbooks.
com) beginning April 18. From then un-
til April 24, customers are encouraged to 
get their passport stamped at as many 
bookstores as they can. No purchase 
is necessary, but when a passport is 
stamped, it activates a coupon that can 
be redeemed at the store at a later date. 
Those who receive a stamp from every 
eligible store in the passport will be en-
tered in a drawing for books and other 
merchandise, VIP event tickets and 
more.

For more information, visit twincities-
independentbooksellers.com.

Manager Matt Keliher stocked puzzles last week at SubText Books’ downtown shop as regu-
lar customer Archie Dickens took a break from browsing the shelves.  Photo by Brad Stauffer

1b independent bookstores
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property’s current commercial zon-
ing allows for a smaller mixed-use 
building. 

Exley disputed the staff find-
ings. He argued that the project will 
clean up what has been a polluted 
site. Before the dry cleaners opened, 
the property was occupied by a gas 
station. It has been under Minneso-
ta Pollution Control Agency review 
for several years.

Exley said the proposed devel-
opment would update the corner, 
provide new housing and commercial space, 
and comply with the Macalester-Groveland 
neighborhood plan and city comprehensive 
plan. “I think this is a good fit,” he said.

The project has the support of the Macal-
ester-Groveland Community Council, which 
held an online hearing in February. The BZA 
received nine letters in support, 12 letters rais-
ing concerns and 112 letters in opposition. 

Exley dismissed the opposition as “just the 
nature of the beast in Macalester-Groveland,” 
and said many of the comments were form 
letters.

Neighbors also submitted a petition with 

118 signatures opposing the project. Half a 
dozen people spoke to the BZA.

Neighbors said that while they would like 
to see new housing and development, the 
building would be too big for the site. Neigh-
bors also said they already deal with spillover 
parking and that the planned building would 
only cause more congestion.

“It’s a very large building and that makes it 
out of character for the neighborhood,” said 
Joel Lagerquist.

“I love the idea of additional housing,” said 
Marc Manderscheid, but he added that larger 
buildings belong in areas rezoned for higher-
density development.

require using the existing Highway 5 bridge or 
building a new one. The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Transportation (MnDOT) has raised 
concerns about the impact a mass transit 
route could have on the existing bridge.

“Overall, it strikes me that with the envi-
ronmental, technical and cultural issues, this 
is the most complicated segment,” said Russ 
Stark, who represents the Saint Paul Mayor’s 
Office on the PAC. “I’m concerned about 
spending a lot of staff time on this if there’s 
not a path forward.”

Kimley-Horn’s staff said they think the is-
sues can be resolved, but they need more time.

Riverview’s route through the Highland 
Park and West End neighborhoods was also 
reviewed on April 1. Though West Seventh 
was chosen as the preferred route, project 
staff are revisiting the possible use of part of 
the Canadian Pacific Rail spur from Saint Paul 
Avenue to Randolph Avenue.

Mike Rogers, a project manager for Ramsey 
County, said there are major space constraints 
along the base of the bluff in that area, so 
keeping the rail spur in the mix keeps their 
options open. 

Other issues include the interchanges 
of West Seventh/Shepard Road and West 
Seventh/I-35E. Additional issues specific 
to that part of the transit corridor include 
whether streetcars would run in the center of 
the street or on the side, as well as streetscape 
and pedestrian improvements.

In the Smith/West Seventh, Seven Corners 
and downtown areas, Wyffels said there are 
several issues under study. One is the possibil-
ity of using Smith between West Seventh and 
Kellogg Boulevard as part of the route. Anoth-
er is how transit would affect large events that 
close down West Seventh.

The use of Fifth or Sixth streets in down-
town, and tying into the light-rail Green Line 
at the Union Depot are other issues to sort out.  
A decision also must be made on how  the Riv-

erview line would connect with the Gold Line 
and Rush Line bus rapid transit routes.

Issues in the Bloomington study area are 
different than those faced in Saint Paul as the 
transit vehicles would follow existing Blue 
Line tracks. In that area, the Mall of America 
and airport are receiving the most scrutiny.

Groups to review corridor 
design, station planning

The Riverview Corridor’s Policy Ad-
visory Committee (PAC) appointed 
24 members to a community advi-

sory committee on April 1. The committee 
will meet quarterly and provide a public 
perspective on the project’s design, envi-
ronmental analysis and public engage-
ment opportunities. 

The committee members are Safiyo Ali, 
Abenezer Ayana, Katherine Bell, Daniel 
Bruggeman, Sam Burns, Stephany Car-
penter, Hanna Debele, Jason DeBoer-
Moran, Cristina Diaz, Eric Ecklund, Kevin 
Gallatin, Diane Gerth, Sylvie Guezeon, 
Mary Hogan-Bard, Meghan Kress, Bill 
Lindeke, Matthew McMillan, Negatu Me-
kuria, Corinne Ollman, Lawrence Rich-
ardson, Jay Severance, Bob Whitehead, 
Amanda Willis and Adam Yust.

The PAC also named 14 members to 
a station area planning task force. That 
group will meet monthly and provide a 
public perspective on the development of 
station area plans, as well as host engage-
ment activities to inform those plans. 

City planning commissioner Kristine 
Grill of Highland Park will co-chair the 
task force. Other members include Nathan 
Bakken, Richard Bohannon, Tracy Farr, 
Patrick Guernsey, Mathews Hollinshead, 
Aaron Johnson-Ortiz, Perri Kinsman, Jyni 
Koschak, Joe Landsberger, Jose Lozano, 
Lisa Moe, Paul Pappas and Tanner Schulz.

1b riverview corridor

1b Saint Clair-Cleveland

A drawing of the proposed five-story mixed-use building at 
Saint Clair and Cleveland avenues.
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By Jane McClure

The Saint Paul Parks and Recre-
ation Commission has recom-
mended names for the four new 

city parks that will be developed in the 
122-acre Highland Bridge development 
on the site of Ford Motor Company’s 
former assembly plant in Highland Park. 

The city had solicited suggestions for 
the park names from the public. Ninety-
three individuals and groups responded 
with a total of 302 suggestions. The 
proposed names were reviewed by city 

staff, a group of Native Americans and 
the Parks and Recreation Youth Com-
mission, all of whom made their own 
recommendations. The City Council will 
have the final say.

Recommended by the Parks and Rec 
Commission were the following names: 

• Gateway Park for Park A, the open 
space near Ford Parkway and Missis-
sippi River Boulevard.

• Assembly Union Park for Park B, 
the open space in the west-central por-
tion of Highland Bridge, in a nod to the 
86-year history (1925-2011) of the Ford 
Plant and the United Auto Workers who 
worked there.

• Uŋči Mak’a (pronounced oon-CHEE 
mah-KAH) Park for Park C in the south-
western portion of the site. The name 

translates as “mother earth” in the Da-
kota language, reflecting the area’s early 
history as home to the Dakota tribe. 

• Míča (pronounced MEE-cha) Park 
for Park D in the southeastern portion 
of the site. Míča is an abbreviation for 
“coyote” in the Dakota language, and 
coyote sightings have been common in 
the area. The park will remain largely 
undeveloped due to its wetlands and 
steep slope. 

The Parks and Recreation Department 
will hold a virtual open house about the 
future of the city parks in the Highland 
Bridge development from 6-7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 20. The link will be live 
at 5:50 p.m. To join the meeting, visit 
bit.ly/3m8imi1 and download the Cisco 
Webex app or Chrome extension.

Names proposed for new parks at Ford site

The four city-owned parks and the other privately owned public 
spaces that will be part of the Highland Bridge development.

City Council will 
have the final say

Another change is in vehicular access and 
the use of the Grand-Summit alley behind the 
building. The original plans showed 73 un-
derground residential parking spaces being 
accessed from the alley. The building also was 
to have a setback from the alley for commer-
cial deliveries.

The revised plans call for a loading zone 
on Grand in front of the building. Resident 
vehicles will enter from and exit onto Grand 
through a controlled gate. The building would 
also include 32 commercial parking spaces  
accessed on Grand and Saint Albans.

Saji-Ya and Emmett’s plan to reopen in 
the new building, but Dixie’s will not. Doz-
ens of suggestions for the third commercial 
space have been made, ranging from different 
types of restaurants, a small grocery store or a  

locally owned coffee shop. The developers 
have contacted the Neighborhood Develop-
ment Center with an eye toward bringing in a 
minority-owned business.

The most controversial issue on April 8 was 
the developers’ plans to seek an exemption to 
the East Grand Avenue Zoning Overlay Dis-
trict, which limits building heights to three 
stories. Several meeting attendees said that 
they do not want to see the overlay district set 
aside. However, Reuter Walton representa-
tives said the five-story height is necessary to 
make the project financially feasible. 

“We’re not able to make the project work 
within the confines of the overlay district,”  
Paritz said.

The proposed changes drew a mixed reac-
tion from those at the meeting, with some 
neighbors expressing support and others say-
ing they want to see a shorter building with 

fewer apartments. Some pushed back against 
bypassing the overlay district as well as the 
involvement of three members of the Summit 
Hill Association board in an initial planning 
process.

“It’s going to destroy the property values 
of the surrounding houses and apartments 
owned by people who invested in this neigh-
borhood with the belief that the overlay 
district would be maintained,” said neigh-
bor Jake Klisivitch. “No one has properly ex-
plained why this project cannot be conceived 
of within that overlay.”

Other residents liked what they saw. “This 
is a well-thought-out project,” said Paul Sand. 
“I’ve never seen this level of neighborhood 
engagement. They’ve listened, even though 
there’s no requirement to do so. This shows 
good faith. This is a very good project for the 
neighborhood—not perfect, but a massive 

improvement from the existing building and 
surface parking lot.”

Paritz and Reuter Walton president Nick 
Walton said they have heard strong pub-
lic support for the five-story building and 
the market-rate housing options it would  
provide.

This spring, the developers hope to sub-
mit plans to the city for review. At this time, 
a change in zoning is being sought from 
commercial to Traditional Neighborhoods 
3, which allows a height of up to 55 feet. The 
proposed building is 56 feet tall, so a condi-
tional use permit would be required. Setback 
variances also might be needed .

If city approvals are obtained, the three res-
taurants would close this summer and the 
building’s demolition would start in Novem-
ber. Construction would take about a year, 
and people would move in by 2023.

1b Dixie’s development
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By Jane McClure

The Saint Paul Board of Zoning Appeals 
(BZA) approved a setback variance on 
April 5 that will allow developer Joe 

Schneider to demolish a duplex at 749 Mount 
Curve Blvd. and build a three-story, 10-unit 
apartment building in its place.

A minimum setback of 26.6 feet is required 
and 22.5 feet was approved to allow for bal-
conies facing the front yard. The project came 
in under recently changed regulations for 
sites zoned for residential multifamily (RM) 
use, which were meant to encourage infill  
development.

The one-bedroom apartments will be 550-
650 square feet each with monthly rents es-
timated at $1,300-$1,500. Schneider said the 
rents can be held down because the building 
will not have shared amenities, such as an  
exercise room.

The Highland District Council (HDC) Com-
munity Development Committee recom-
mended approval of the variance in March. 
Two neighbors sent letters to the BZA in op-
position. No one other than the developer at-
tended the virtual BZA hearing.

Debate at both meetings centered on the 
project’s six off-street parking spaces. Typi-
cally, more parking would be required, but the 
lowered number is possible because the site is 
just a block from the A Line bus rapid transit 
route on Ford Parkway. 

Neighbors and committee members ex-

pressed mixed reactions at the HDC meeting, 
with some voicing support and others asking 
if a precedent was being set for other RM-
zoned properties in the area. Concerns were 
raised about spillover parking, the poten-
tial affect on nearby property values and the 
placement of new fences. 

Schneider said the new building will be 
comparable in height to other apartment 
buildings in the area. He plans to start con-
struction in June and finish by next spring. A 
tree in front of the property will stay, but trees 
in the backyard will come down.

By Jane McClure

Aclosely divided Saint Paul City Coun-
cil voted on April 7 to deny an appeal 
by Alatus LLC and reject the devel-

oper’s site plan for a six-story 288-unit apart-
ment building at 411-417 N. Lexington Pkwy. 
The 4-3 vote upheld an earlier 8-7 vote by the 
Saint Paul Planning Commission to reject the 
Lexington Station site plan. 

Minneapolis-based Alatus had hoped to 
construct the $59 million building on a long-
vacant parcel just south of the light-rail Green 
Line’s Lexington Parkway station. The land 
is owned by the Wilder Foundation. After 
the council vote, Wilder president and CEO 
Armando Camacho said the nonprofit social 
service agency will not move ahead with its 
purchase agreement with Alatus. Instead, he 
said, Wilder will engage local residents and 
business people in planning the future of the 
site.

Chris Osmundson, Alatus’ director of de-
velopment, was disappointed in the vote. 
“The City Council absolutely erred in its af-
firmation of the previous erroneous findings 
of the Planning Commission,” Osmundson 
said. “They failed to approve a totally unsub-
sidized, mixed-income housing project with 
rental rates committed in the public record 
at 60 and 50 percent of the Twin Cities area 
median income (AMI). This on a parcel of land 
that has been vacant for 10 years with no oth-
er development proposals.”

The developer, Osmundson said, had taken 
part in “a year of engagement with district 
councils. This engagement resulted in various 
letters of support from community stakehold-
ers. (The City Council’s vote) is tremendously 
disheartening and will certainly chill pro-
posed development in the city of Saint Paul 
going forward.”

Alatus’ plan for Lexington Station called 
for 3,000 square feet of commercial space on 
the ground floor and 254 structured parking 
spaces. The 288 apartments included alcoves, 
studios and one- and two-bedroom units 
with a few four-bedroom units. 

City staff had recommended approval of the 
site plan, noting that the development is con-
sistent with the city’s comprehensive plan, 
the Union Park district plan and plans for the 
area around the Green Line’s Lexington Sta-
tion. The property is zoned for Traditional 
Neighborhoods 4, and no zoning changes or 
variances were required.

Alatus had agreed to reduce the rent on at 
least half of the apartments to make them 
affordable to lower-income households. Of-
fered at 60 percent AMI were 124 efficiency 
apartments. Offered at 50 percent AMI were 
10 one-bedroom and 20 two-bedroom apart-
ments. The developer had committed to these 
rents for at least 10 years as a condition of site 
plan approval.

The 13-county Twin Cities AMI is about 
$72,350 for a single person and $103,400 for a 
family of four. Sixty percent of that is $43,410 
for an individual and $62,040 for a family of 
four. However, the AMI for Saint Paul is be-
lieved to be quite a bit lower. The Minnesota 

Housing Partnership has estimated the city’s 
AMI at $64,000 for a family of four. 

City Council member Dai Thao, whose 
Ward 1 includes the Alatus site, moved to 
deny Alatus’ appeal. He said the project is 
not consistent with the values of Saint Paul’s 
2040 Comprehensive Plan. That plan calls for 
equity and opportunity for all residents and 
reducing disparities, according to Thao. The 
six-story project also runs counter to the city’s 
desire to provide a smooth transition to the 
predominantly single-family neighborhoods 
around the site, he added.

City Council members Mitra Jalali, Jane 
Prince and Nelsie Yang joined Thao in voting 
to deny the appeal. Yang said the Alatus de-

velopment was contrary to the direction the 
city wants to go in providing more affordable 
housing.

Prince suggested laying over the appeal be-
cause of questions about the number of apart-
ments Alatus would offer at affordable rents. 
She criticized Alatus for not making a sincere 
effort to address neighborhood concerns.

Alatus had met several times with the local 
Union Park District Council. Representatives 
of the adjacent Frogtown and Summit-Uni-
versity district councils were also invited to 
attend those meetings.

The Union Park District Council voted in 
support of the site plan. Saint Paul needs more 
housing at all price points, Lexington Station 
advocates said, and there was no legal justifi-
cation for rejecting the site plan.

The site plan was opposed by the Frogtown 
Neighborhood Association, Summit-Univer-
sity Planning Council and a host of affordable 
housing advocacy groups. They said Lexing-
ton Station did not meet the needs of the Frog-
town and Summit-University neighborhoods, 
and they feared it would lead to higher rents 
and higher property taxes in the area, causing 
the displacement of long-time residents.

“(Valuing) buildings over people is not what 
we should be doing,” said Isabel Chanslor of 
the coalition Midway RiseUp.

City Council president Amy Brendmoen 
and members Rebecca Noecker and Chris 
Tolbert voted against denying the site plan. 
The three council members agreed that more 
affordable housing is needed in the city, but 
they argued that a better way to pursue that is 
by adopting a zoning ordinance that requires 
developments to include affordable housing.

Noecker said that while she agreed with 
opponents’ concerns about city development 
policies being racist, the legal issues of the site 
plan needed to be separated from arguments 
about displacement and gentrification. Ac-
cording to her, the city cannot deny a devel-
oper’s application based on policies the city 
has not yet enacted. The rules should not be 
changed in the middle of the game, she said.

“My fear in this case is that we’re sending a 
message to private developers, a message that 
we don’t want to send,” Tolbert said.

Divided City Council denies Lexington Station appeal

An artist’s rendering of Alatus LLC’s $59 million Lexington Station housing development planned for a 
long-vacant parcel on Lexington Parkway between I-94 and University Avenue.

Mount Curve duplex will make way for 10-unit apartment building

The city cannot deny a 
developer’s application 

based on policies the city 
has not yet enacted. The 

rules should not be changed 
in the middle of the game.

– City Council member 
Rebecca Noecker

Some concerns raised 
over spillover parking

Majority agrees that 
site plan fails to meet 
city’s goal for more 
affordable housing

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave • 651- 224-4321

Highland Park Office
723 S Cleveland • 651- 698-2434edinarealty.com

ClassiC HigHland!
2101 Watson. Gorgeous home with 
bedrooms, baths and living spaces 
on all 3 finished levels including a 
private office on main level of new 
garage. Every amenity for enjoyable 
living walking distance to Village.
                                                     $400's

speCtaCular!
721 Lincoln. Splendid, Arts and 
Crafts 3 story with outstanding new 
kitchen and 5 new baths. Wood-
work, built-ins, FP, 5 BR, finished 
space on 4 levels. Oversized lot with 
patios, porch and 3 car garage.
                                                    $900's

Mary/
ellie 

Hardy
   612 751-0729

Mary/
ellie 

Hardy
   612 751-0729

Marcy Wengler Marcy WenglerMarcy Wengler

Fabulous river vieWs
2 bed, 2 bath, condo with 1005 
square feet. Enjoy an open floor-
plan, spacious living room and in-
formal dining room, and a large bal-
cony overlooking the river. Loaded 
with original, mid-century charm!
651 238-7434 $250,000

CHarMing urban Cottage 
Storybook St. Anthony Park home 
with 3BR's, 2BA's, & 1,455 sq ft. 
You’ll love the beautiful and unique 
wood molding, spacious master 
suite, & idyllic backyard with deck, 
water feature, and one-car garage. 
651 238-7434 $429,500 

elegant suMMit Hill W/CHeF’s KitCHen 
1890s character meets modern 
amenities! 7 spacious BR's, 6 clas-
sic BA's, & 5,492 sq ft. High-end, 
eat-in kitchen, spacious living and 
dining for entertaining, 3rd floor fam-
ily room, & space for expansion in LL!
651 238-7434   $1,133,000 

NEW LISTING!

NEW LISTING!
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We are open for shopping by appointment.
Visit www.nextchapterbooksellers.com for details.

Now inPaperback!

Commission supports rezoning of 
old power station lot on St. Clair

The Saint Paul Planning Commission on 
April 2 recommended approval of rezoning 
a property at 1219 Saint Clair Ave. from lo-
cal business to Traditional Neighborhoods 3 
(TN3) to allow a mixed-use building on the 
site. The rezoning will go to the City Council 
for a public hearing on April 21.

The vacant 12,000-square-foot lot at the 
northeast corner of Saint Clair and Griggs 
Street is owned by Xcel Energy and was occu-
pied from 1937 to 2018 by an electrical power 
substation. That structure was torn down 
after it was no longer needed. Hovda Proper-
ties LLC now has the site under contract and 
wants to develop it. A two-sided billboard just 
east of the property will remain in place.

Developer David Hovda has plans for a 
commercial use on the first floor with  hous-
ing above. The plans won a recommendation 
of support in March from the Macalester-
Groveland Community Council’s Housing 
and Land Use Committee.

TN3 zoning allows a building height of up 
to 55 feet. Because the lot is located adjacent to 
a smaller residential property, it may require a 
stepped-back design to reduce its  massing.

UST lot can remain for another 
15 years at Grand & Cleveland

The University of Saint Thomas can retain 
its parking lot at the northwest corner of 
Grand and Cleveland avenues for up to the 
next 15 years, the Saint Paul Planning Com-
mission decided on April 2. The decision is 
final unless it is appealed to the City Council 
within 10 days.

The commission’s Zoning Committee vot-
ed 7-1 in March to recommend that the lot 

be allowed to remain in place until 2036. By 
then, the university must either submit a plan 
to continue using the lot or construct a mixed-
use building there. A 2004 conditional use 
permit for the campus called for the site to be 
occupied by a building with commercial uses 
on the first floor and student housing above.

UST has proposed modifying the parking 
lot with electric vehicle charging stations, 
bike racks and new landscaping. The plans 
have the support of the Macalester-Groveland 
Community Council and the West Summit 
Neighborhood Advisory Committee. 

One argument for retaining the lot was that 
the nearby Davanni’s restaurant rents 16 of 
the spaces. Davanni’s has lost parking in re-
cent years due to residential permit parking 
in the neighborhood and the creation of a bike 
lane on Cleveland.

The parking lot was deemed an interim 

use when the university’s McNeely Hall was 
planned in 2005 at the corner of  Summit and 
Cleveland avenues. At that time, the use of the 
lot was not to exceed 10 years. The university 
was given three-year extensions to maintain 
the lot in 2015 and 2018. The lot had been 
allowed to remain under a temporary agree-
ment that expired on March 11.

Second time was the charm for 
building new home in Highland

The Saint Paul Board of Zoning Appeals 
approved two variances on April 5 for Scott  
Rehovsky to build a home on a vacant lot at 
1171 Rankin St. in Highland Park. The decision 
is final unless appealed to the City Council.

The long, narrow lot was rezoned several 
years ago for Traditional Neighborhoods 2. It 
is near a Canadian Pacific railroad spur in an 

area with a mix of land uses. Rehovsky wants 
to build a single-family home on the lot, but 
his request for several variances was turned 
down last year by the BZA. Board members 
questioned whether the variances met legal 
requirements.

Rehovsky then redid his plans, but still 
needed two variances. One was for a 40-foot 
front-yard setback instead of the maximum 
25 feet. The other canceled the requirement 
that 60 percent of the front facade of the 
building fall within the 25-foot setback.

City zoning administrator Yaya Diatta said 
the lot’s deep, narrow dimensions present de-
sign challenges. City staff and the Highland 
District Council recommended approval of 
the variances.

Petition drive looks to cap annual 
rent increases to 3% in Saint Paul

Rent control could make its way onto the 
November ballot in Saint Paul if the group 
Housing Equity Now Saint Paul succeeds with 
getting enough signatures on a petition. The 
group announced the petition drive in late 
March and spent the first weekend of April 
gathering signatures. The intent is to cap resi-
dential rent increases at 3 percent per year.

More than half of Saint Paul residents rent 
their homes, and about 5,000 names are 
needed to get a ballot question approved. 
Several other groups have joined the petition 
drive in the effort to cap rent increases.

However, the Minnesota Multi-Housing 
Association has come out against the mea-
sure, saying it would deter development of 
rental housing. It contends that an increased 
housing supply, not rent controls, are needed 
to support affordable housing.

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure.

News Briefs

Happy to be hiking. Members of the Saint Paul Hiking Club, which is celebrating its centennial 
this year, were out enjoying a three-mile jaunt in Highland Park on April 6. Leading the group were Pat 
Maher and Liz DeLay . Photo by Brad Stauffer
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See our latest l istings at:  reidellestey.com

1945 Rome Avenue -  $839,900

501 Mount Curve -  $1.1M

26 W 10th Street #501 -  $134,900

109 Delos Street -  Mid $200s

477 Woodlawn Avenue -  $725,000 284 Spring Street #109 -  $324,900
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BOB REIDELL
bob@reidellestey.com

MARTI ESTEY
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VIEWPOINT

By Tom Meier

The city of Saint Paul claims to treasure 
its neighborhoods. However, the 
seven homeowners on a small cul-de-

sac in Highland Park have found the opposite 
to be true.

 In the nine months since the city 
announced Phase 2 of the Griggs-Scheffer 
paving project, we have sought to work with 
city planners to preserve the atmosphere of 
our neighborhood and save the city money. 

Our efforts to be a part of the process have 
served only to allow the city to claim that it is 
inclusive and transparent, when in fact it has 
been dismissive and opaque. City staff have 
stated in so many words that they are not 
interested in our opinion on the project and 

have hurried on to more important work.
Our neighborhood is a closely spaced 

planned unit development that was created 
in 1987. Road clearances are narrow. Our 
street winds slightly downhill and does not 
fit into the city’s paint-by-numbers approach 
to repaving. So the city has decided to re-
engineer our neighborhood to make the road 
look like the city says it was supposed to look 
when it was first paved 35 years ago.

The houses and yards on our street were 
all constructed and landscaped based on the 
location of the road approved by the city in 
1987. It turns out that the legal description of 
that 20-foot-wide easement was faulty and 
does not reflect the road as built in several 
technically minor but physically important 
respects. 

The property owners have asked 
unanimously that the replacement road 
simply follow the path of the existing road. 
Unfortunately, city planning staff have 
decided to ignore the existing road and 
replace it according to the original faulty 
survey. 

The result will be the destruction of 
numerous mature trees, the forced removal of 
retaining walls, fences and landscaping, and 
the relocation of a section of road within 10 
feet of the living room windows of one house. 

None of this must happen nor should it 
be allowed to happen. In fact, this result 
is so vastly different from what presently 
exists that we are willing to petition the City 
Council to vacate our road so that it can be 
privately repaved, saving the city hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. 

We have asked that the Griggs-Scheffer 
project exclude our stretch of pavement so 
that the overall project will not be delayed by 
further discussion of our situation. We have 
obtained the services of a reputable engineer 
and contractor to do the necessary work at 
a substantially lower cost than the city’s 
projected costs.

We, like many residents in the Griggs-
Scheffer area along scenic Edgcumbe Road, 
have sought to work with city planners to 
encourage the thoughtful and cooperative 
redevelopment of our streets. We, like they, 

have seen our input dismissed by city staff. 
We have been patronized by city staffers. 

They have heard our input but not listened. 
Their conduct has not been in good faith. 
They have been opaque about their plans 
to re-engineer our neighborhood, and have 
been purposely late so that they can claim 
there is no other option. This is no way to run 
“Minnesota’s Livable and Dynamic Capital 
City.” 

The City Council has scheduled a public 
hearing on Phase 2 of the Griggs-Scheffer 
paving project for April 14. We plan to appear 
at the hearing to ask that the council delay 
approval of the portion of the project that 
deals with our street until a more responsive 
plan is developed, a plan that does not 
suddenly and arbitrarily revise 35 years of 
right-of-way maintenance.

City staff is forcing on us seven 
homeowners a solution to a problem that 
does not exist.

We urge the City Council to make good on 
its policy that neighborhoods matter.

Gem of a neighborhood is threatened by repaving project

Mouthpiece of the people
It has been an honor to get to know the members of the 

Macalester-Groveland Community Council through various 
activities and meetings. Every person on the council’s board 
and committees is clearly dedicated to the betterment of the 
community. However, there seems to be some confusion 
about who we ultimately serve.

Time and again I have heard, “The city wants…” or “We 
board members want....” What I am not hearing enough of 
is what the people want. I know that everyone in their heart 
feels they are doing the best thing for the city. However, this is 
not our role. It is not for any of us to make personal choices on 
how we want things to be in the community.

If all of my neighbors told me they wanted things a certain 
way, I could not in good conscience vote in opposition to 
them. Our job is to be the mouthpiece of the people. That is 
the essence of democracy, and it is why the district councils 
were formed. If 100 community members showed up at a 
meeting and all of them were opposed to a certain project, 
there should be a 100 percent chance that the project would 
not be accepted. How can it be any other way?

There is a great and growing resentment at the disregard 
shown to the average citizen. We are better than that. No 
matter how much we may personally want something, no 
matter how good we might think it would be, we have no 
right to impose our personal will on others. We have chosen 
to serve.

Ann Dolan
Macalester-Groveland

Editor’s note: The writer is a member of several of the 
Macalester-Groveland Community Council’s committees.

Riverview analysis was flawed
We should not be spending $500 million or more 

to build a light-rail line that serves only as an express 
between Downtown Saint Paul and Minneapolis-Saint Paul 
International Airport (“Modern streetcar does not measure up 
to Riverview’s needs,” Villager Viewpoint, March 31). It really 
would not be that useful, and would be a waste of money to 
whet the inferiority complex of Saint Paul while ignoring the 
actual transportation needs of its residents.

The Riverview Corridor should improve transit access 
between Bloomington, the airport and Davern Street. It 
should allow for downtown office workers to eat lunch at 
Shamrocks Grill and Pub. The Riverview Corridor should do 
all sorts of things. Shoving it over to Shepard Road and the old 
Ford CP Rail spur does none of that. 

The highest ridership on Metro Transit’s 54 bus is between 
the airport and Davern Street. Using the CP Rail spur would 
ensure that the Riverview Corridor serves that segment 
worse than today’s bus. The next highest ridership is leaving 
downtown Saint Paul. Using Shepard Road would not serve 
that need either.

I understand the appeal of using the CP Rail spur, Shepard 
Road and other bypasses for a nice pretty train to get 
downtown hobnobs to their flights faster. But these plans 
do not serve Saint Paul nor its residents. The options on 
Riverview stand with streetcar/light-rail and improved bus 
service. Choose either mode, but choose a path that leads 
forward instead of dipsy-doodling around Highland Village.

Joseph Totten
Ramsey Hill

Digging Minecraft
Saint Paul public libraries should have a dedicated room 

where people can play video games, especially Minecraft. 
Minecraft is an interactive game that you can play with your 
friends. It lets you build almost anything, which promotes 
creativity. You can also complete cooperative quests with your 
friends, so you don’t have to be together in person during the 
pandemic.

Justin Libbus
Macalester-Groveland

Not so Grand
I’m looking at the artist’s rendering of the proposed 

building at the Dixie’s site at Grand Avenue and Saint Albans 
Street (Villager, March 17 and March 31). This is supposed to 
revitalize Grand Avenue? Are you kidding me? Grand Avenue 
is supposed to be quirky and fun.

I love Dixie’s, and not just for the black-and-blue burgers 
and beignets. It has ambience and a choo-choo train. This 
new structure has all the charm of a government building 
circa 1960. Add a chain-link fence, and one can envision men 
in orange jumpsuits milling about the yard. No wonder the 
neighbors don’t like it. I’d be upset, too, with this stone mega-
pile.

Yes, I agree, Grand Avenue needs a fresh coat of paint. Leave 
it to developers to destroy a neighborhood by pretending to 
save it.

Regina Purins
Highland Park

Health of the homeless
We have reached a new low in Highland Park. There is a 

growing garbage dump on the corner of Saint Paul Avenue 
and Davern Street, where there is a ramshackle encampment 
on city land known as McDonough Park. 

According to Saint Paul officials, Governor Tim Walz’s Stay-
at-Home Order 20-20 directs municipalities to discontinue 
displacement and removal of unsheltered homeless 
encampments. Effective immediately, the city’s Department 
of Safety and Inspections will stop clearing unsheltered 
homeless sites in order to preserve and maximize the health 
of homeless occupants during the COVID-19 crisis. This 

means that this mess will continue unfettered and unsolved 
by our fearless leaders. 

If this is Governor Walz’s idea of preserving the health 
of our homeless, then God save us from the government. 
Our taxpayers deserve better as they watch the Twin Cities 
become more unsafe and unlivable for all.

Jeanne Condon
Highland Park

Nothing but the best for city
Melvin Carter III was elected mayor of Saint Paul in 

November 2017. He was sworn into office in January 2018. 
My research on the internet regarding the Most Livable City 
in America revealed that since Mayor Carter took office, Saint 
Paul has not been the Most Livable City in America.

This November, I expect Saint Paul voters to be much wiser 
in selecting a new mayor. A mayor who is more qualified, 
more independent, more moderate or more conservative. A 
candidate who will work for the best interests of the people 
and lead us off the current, steady, downhill path that Saint 
Paul is on to becoming a ghost town.

Sue Shetka
Macalester-Groveland

Editor’s Note: According to U.S. News and World Report, 
Minneapolis-Saint Paul was ranked as the 22nd best place to live 
in the United States in 2020-21. The Twin Cities were ranked sixth 
in that category in 2019-20.

Prioritizing public health
A letter to the editor criticized state Representative 

Dave Pinto for following Governor Tim Walz’s dictum of 
preserving, as much as possible, the lives and health of the 
public from the COVID-19 pandemic (Villager Inbox, March 
31). Nobody likes having businesses and schools closed. 
We’re all more than aware of societal problems caused by 
the closings. However, causing illness and death by having 
children and adults unknowingly bring disease to home and 
community is shameful.

Governor Walz and Representative Pinto, thank you for 
understanding the rationale of health for the whole public.

Dorothy Lipschultz
Highland Park

INBOX

Do write
The Villager welcomes letters to the editor and longer guest 

editorials. However, all commentary must be signed, indicate 
the neighborhood in which the writer lives and include a 
phone number for verification purposes. Please send yours to 
the Villager, 757 S. Snelling Ave., Saint Paul, MN 55116; email 
it to letters@myvillager.com; or submit it via our website at 
myvillager.com/editorial.

City dismisses residents’ 
concerns as it prepares to 
obliterate a generation of 
investment in landscape
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By Jane McClure

A$1.1 million multiuse 
athletic field will be 
constructed this year 

near the corner of Victoria 
Way and Adrian Street in 
Victoria Park. About a dozen 
people attended a March 30 
open house to review the 
plans for the synthetic turf 
field. It was the last meet-
ing before the project goes 
out for bid this spring, and it 
followed a final round of re-
views by a park design advi-
sory committee.

The field has generated 
controversy in the West 
End neighborhood in recent 
weeks. Proponents say the 
field is badly needed by peo-
ple who need more room to 
play. 

“We know that a deficit of field space ex-
ists,” said Mary Norton, a landscape architect 
with the Saint Paul Department of Parks and 
Recreation.

However, some neighbors have expressed 
concerns about lighting and parking, as well 
as the potential use of the field for tourna-
ments. They would have preferred more  
passive park use or a natural grass field.

Planning for the park recently started up 
again after having been put on hold for al-
most four years. Parks and Recreation has 
about $900,000 remaining in an account ear-
marked for Victoria Park, and additional fund-
ing is anticipated from the Minnesota Twins.

The field is expected to be used for youth 
baseball, soccer and lacrosse. A partial fence 
will be installed to keep errant balls out of the 
street, while still allowing public access for 
open play. Trees near Montreal Way will be 
maintained, and landscaping will be added 
around the field. A pedestrian connection to 
Adrian Street also is planned.

If bids are favorable, some features could be 
added to the project. They include field light-
ing, picnic tables and benches, and improved 
spectator areas. If lighting is installed, Norton 
said it would be discussed further and would 
be designed to not spill beyond the field itself.

Norton acknowledged the debate over syn-
thetic versus natural grass fields. Artificial turf 

is popular with users and provides advan-
tages for city maintenance staff, she said. The 
planned field also offers the opportunity to 
build in drainage improvements. 

“They get pretty beaten up,” Norton said 
about grass fields. Synthetic turf fields can last 
10-15 years and be easily replaced as needed, 
according to her.

Rob Spence, who works for the Saint Paul 
Blackhawks soccer program, asked if the 
baseball field could be dropped from the 
plans. “Basically, every park in Saint Paul has 
a baseball field,” he said. 

Norton said that whenever the city can ac-
commodate multiple sports on a field, it does. 
“The ability to add another premier baseball 
field to what is already a multipurpose turf 
field would be a win,” added city recreation 
services manager Andy Rodriguez.

Others at the meeting said they would wel-
come another baseball field in the area, noting 
that one of the Little League fields on the for-
mer Ford site is being lost due to the Highland 
Bridge development.

As far as parking is concerned, Norton 
said it is anticipated that the new multiuse 
field would see a maximum of 80 vehicles. A 
40-space parking lot is planned and there are 
more than 130 on-street parking spaces near-
by. The city is also looking at shared parking 
with adjacent property owners.

Construction slated for $1.1M 
multiuse field at Victoria Park

A synthetic turf field will be installed this year for soccer, lacrosse 
and baseball in the West End neighborhood’s Victoria Park. 

VICTORIA WAY

MONTREAL WAY

ADRIAN ST
REET

W. 7t
h St.

651-646-7381EMERGENCY 
SERVICE 24/7

“Over 90 Years of Service You Can Trust”

Schedule Service Today at www.snellingcompany.com

National 
Service
Award 
Winner

2005 – 2020

YOuR COMfORT IS OuR buSINESS!

SAVE UP TO
$2,150on a

                            Ultra efficient 
                           comfort system 
with a SLP-99 furnace and a

XC-20 air conditioner.

Air is Life. Make it Perfect.™

Hurry, offer ends April 30, 2021

GET READY fOR SuMMER!

A 21 Point
Peak Performance Checkup

 Installation of an
“Air Scrubber” Air Purifier

$49 off $50 off
Make sure your furnace is operating at peak performance.

Must be presented at time of service. 
 Not valid with any other coupons,  

specials or offers. Expires 4/30/2021. 

 $500 off
Any Multiple Head

ductless Cooling system
Must be presented at time of service. 

 Not valid with any other coupons,  
specials or offers. Expires 4/30/2021

Must be presented at time of service. 
 Not valid with any other coupons,  

specials or offers. Expires 4/30/2021

We use CDC recommended health and safety measures to protect both our customers and our employees.

WELCOME, NEIGHBORS. Saint Paul’s Highland Park now includes the 
new Lexington Landing senior community, offering one-level apartments 
and an active, maintenance-free lifestyle. Come join the neighborhood!

NOW OPEN!

• One and two bedroom options
• Nutritious meals

• Compassionate staff
• Access to supportive services 

Senior Apartments  |  Assisted Living  |  Memory Care

OWNED BY: J. A. Wedum Foundation   
MANAGED BY: PHS Management, LLC

Call Dianna to learn more!
900 Old Lexington Avenue South
Saint Paul, MN 55116

651-695-6400
LexingtonLanding.org
Equal Housing Opportunity.

WELCOME, NEIGHBORS. Saint Paul’s Highland Park now includes the 
new Lexington Landing senior community, offering one-level apartments 
and an active, maintenance-free lifestyle. Come join the neighborhood!

NOW OPEN!

• One and two bedroom options
• Nutritious meals

• Compassionate staff
• Access to supportive services 

Senior Apartments  |  Assisted Living  |  Memory Care

OWNED BY: J. A. Wedum Foundation   
MANAGED BY: PHS Management, LLC

Call Dianna to learn more!
900 Old Lexington Avenue South
Saint Paul, MN 55116

651-695-6400
LexingtonLanding.org
Equal Housing Opportunity.

With the freshness of spring in the air, it is the perfect time to look   
ahead to all that your future holds.  At Lexington Landing, enjoy the benefits 
of a maintenance free lifestyle and the camaraderie of community living in  
a vibrant, fresh setting.  On-site amenities provide comfort and  
convenience right outside your door!  Come join the neighborhood! 
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

By Frank Jossi

Before sisters Pola and Betsy Rest closed 
on the purchase of their Mendota 
Heights condominium a year and a half 

ago, a leaky refrigerator wreaked havoc with 
the kitchen’s wood floor and cabinets. The in-
surance company paid for new flooring in the 
kitchen as well as the dining and living areas 
because the contractor could not match the 
existing wood flooring in those areas. 

The insurance company would not pay for 
the other damages in the kitchen, but that 
did not stop the Rests. “We were going to do 
a kitchen remodel anyway,” said Betsy Rest, 
a retired physician. “This just got the process 
going a little faster.” 

The sisters hired Castle Building & Remod-
eling for the project. Castle redesigned and re-

built an island counter, opened a kitchen wall 
to draw in more natural light and installed 
new appliances and lighting.

The importance of having a kitchen that 
functions well was a major reason the sisters 
moved to Mendota Heights from their apart-
ment in Saint Paul. The Rests enjoy entertain-
ing, “and the kitchen at our other place was 
terrible,” Betsy said. 

The Linden Street Lofts condo has an open 
floor plan. However, a wall with a pass-
through opening separated the kitchen from 
an adjacent room. That room had windows 
overlooking the street, and the sisters wanted 
to bring that natural light into the kitchen. 
Working with designer Tracy O’Donnell, 
they had Castle enlarge the pass-through and 
remove a half-wall to create a doorway. To 
add a bit of pizzazz, they chose a white Arti-

san Hardware barn door that can 
be slid into place to close off the 
room from the kitchen when qui-
et or privacy is desired.

The sisters made other chang-
es, starting with the island coun-
ter, which now runs the kitchen’s 
length and separates the cooking 
area from the dining area. They 
removed the island’s bar top to 
gain counter space for food prepa-
ration. The new island features a 
deep Blanco America sink with a 
stylish Brizo single-handle faucet, 
a dishwasher and storage cabi-
nets.

“Now we can both work com-
fortably without bumping into 
each other when we’re preparing 
food,” Pola said. “And we’re using 
all of the counters a lot because 
we’ve been cooking a great deal 
during the pandemic.” 

The sisters installed a new GE 
Profile stove, microwave and re-
frigerator. Betsy likes the GE in-
duction stovetop because it cooks 

faster and responds to temperature settings 
quickly. The appliance also leaves the stovetop 
warm but not hot after cooking. “We’re trying 
to age in place,” Betsy said, “and this seemed 
safer than a gas cooktop. I also like that it’s re-
ally adjustable in heating.”

Castle constructed the kitchen’s cabinets 
and painted them a custom color. The sisters 
chose Cambria countertops for the kitchen 
surfaces. Pola designed and constructed a 
stained-glass backsplash, covering quarter-
inch mesh with square and rectangular glass 
pieces in a colorful mosaic to brighten the 
kitchen’s back wall. 

“It was a fun project to work on, and I love 
the result,” Pola said.

While they were transforming the kitchen, 
the sisters had Castle complete a few other 
projects. Workers removed a popcorn ceiling 
over the condo’s main areas and replaced the 
hallway and kitchen lighting with more con-
temporary lamps. O’Donnell said she enjoyed 
helping the sisters choose three tube-shaped 
pendant lights to hang above the island coun-
ter and a series of lighted lines that are at-
tached to the kitchen ceiling.

The project, O’Donnell said, transformed 
the condo’s original kitchen “with what is a 
more bright and airy space.” The kitchen is not 
only more functional now, but more pleasant 
to work in as well, she said.

Now they’re cooking
Leaky refrigerator leads the way to 
a brighter, more functional kitchen

Pola Rest reclines at the new island counter that serves as a bridge between the kitchen and dining 
room of her and her sister Betsy’s Mendota Heights condominium.  Photos by Brad Stauffer

Orchids frame the barn door that replaced a half-wall separat-
ing the Rests’ kitchen from a small side room.

SHREDDING DAY!
FREE COMMUNITY

April 24, 2021
10am-1pm  •  1460 Grand Avenue 

Protect yourself from identity theft! Bring up to 5 boxes of papers to securely 
shred (you can even watch your paperwork being shredded on the spot). 
Hosted by The Odd Couple Team as part of our ongoing effort to give back to the community.

TheOddCoupleTeam.com • 651.492.6423 • 1460 Grand Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105



WEDNESDAY, april 14, 2021 	 myVILLAGER.com	 page 11

�����������������������������������
�����

Come, join
OUR TEAM

Small business,
Big career move
Available positions:
Project Manager
Designer / Sales
Framers
Carpenters

Apply Now:
castlebri.com/workcastle/

As seen on

HGTV’s  

Curb Appeal

612.562.8746  triolandscaping.com

Sharing inspiration for expanding your outdoor living spaces

• URBAN  
  RETREATS
• CURB APPEAL
• NO-MOW  
  YARDS
• RAIN GARDENS
• OUTDOOR  
   ROOMS
• SUSTAINABLE  
  LANDSCAPES

CONSULTATION • DESIGN • PROJECT MANAGEMENT

Call for:

Trio Landscaping SWJ 090320 4.indd   1 8/28/20   12:16 PM

Pre t t y   Yard
• Small yard design and installation

• Shrub removal/replacement
• Perennial flower gardens   • Pollinator gardens

• Borders   • Vegetable and fruit gardens
Contact us to give your yard a fresh look.

Prettyyardstpaul@gmail.com      Jim and Kate 651-329-0457

QUALITY STORM DOORS
jcdoorstop.com

Special-top doors and Odd-size doors
Call Julie @ 651 646 3667

By Jane McClure

Astudy of relaxed off-street parking re-
quirements geared toward reducing 
the use of automobiles and increasing 

the efficiency of land uses in Saint Paul was 
recently released by the city’s Planning Com-
mission. The proposed changes will be the 
subject of a public hearing before the Planning 
Commission at 8:30 a.m. Friday, April 30.

The 154-page study includes dozens of sug-
gestions that could transform the appear-
ance and function of the city. One of the main 
questions in the study is whether to eliminate 
minimum off-street parking requirements en-
tirely or scale them back through exemptions. 

Saint Paul has 2,659 acres of surface parking 
lots, 631.2 acres of parking garages, and 8,560 
acres of streets and highways. “Altogether, 
about 35.6 percent of the city’s land area is 
primarily dedicated to the moving and storing 
of automobiles,” said city planner Tony John-
son. “If the city plans for driving, as we have 
done, people are going to drive.”

The new off-street parking requirements 
have two main goals, according to Johnson. 
One is compliance with the city’s climate ac-
tion plan, which calls for Saint Paul to become 
carbon neutral by 2050. Thirty-one percent 
of Saint Paul’s carbon emissions are currently 
attributed to vehicle travel, Johnson said. Pro-
moting alternatives to driving is part of the 
climate action plan. 

The second goal is compliance with the 
city’s 2040 Comprehensive Plan and its strat-
egies for development. Those strategies in-
clude reducing the amount of land devoted 
to parking; building structured parking that 
could be converted to other uses later on; pro-
moting compact, walkable neighborhoods; 
improving the efficiency of off-street park-
ing through shared parking; and promoting 
car sharing, car-pooling, walking, biking and 
public transit.

Providing off-street parking adds to the cost 
of new housing. The study recommends that 
landlords be required to separate off-street 
parking costs from housing costs in leases.

When affordable housing is built with pub-
lic subsidies, the oversupply of parking can 
become an issue, Johnson said. The money 
spent on parking could be spent on providing 
more affordable housing units, he noted.

According to Johnson, 34.5 percent of Saint 
Paul families do not own a motor vehicle. 

“Parking requirements are akin to a regressive 
tax on low-income residents,” he said.

That comment brought pushback from 
planning commissioner Deborah Michell. Ac-
cording to her, there are many low-income 
residents who need a car to get to jobs in the 
suburbs. 

Minimum off-street parking requirements 
have long been in place to reduce congestion 
on Saint Paul streets. Those requirements 
are sometimes pegged to maximum parking 
needs, Johnson said, and that has led to an 
oversupply of parking spaces in some areas.

The city’s current off-street parking re-
quirements vary by land use and size and 
type of development. New land uses along 
major transit corridors already have reduced 
parking standards. Other factors that influ-
ence parking demand include the walkability 
of a neighborhood, and generally the more 
dense is development, the more walkable a 
neighborhood will become, Johnson said. 
COVID-19 has also changed the way people 
shop and commute, further reducing parking 
demand. Those changes could continue long 
after the pandemic is over, Johnson added.

Developers in Saint Paul may currently re-
duce off-street parking requirements by seek-
ing variances, agreeing to share parking with 
others, and providing space for car-sharing 
services or bike parking. The new study rec-
ommends dozens of other parking exemp-
tions, including proximity to mass transit, 
availability of low-income housing, being a 
small business of under 3,000 square feet or 
operating in a structure built before 1955.

No district councils or business groups have 
taken a position on the proposed parking 
changes. James Farnsworth, interim executive 
director of the Highland Business Association, 
said that group began discussing the parking 
study on April 8. The Summit Hill Association 
has reviewed the study, according to its presi-
dent Peter Rhodes, but it has not taken a po-
sition. The Saint Paul Area Chamber of Com-
merce will be hosting an information session 
on the parking study for members, but the 
date has not been set. 

The city planning department will hold 
public webinars on the parking study from 
6:30-7:30 p.m. Thursday, April 15, and  noon-
1 p.m. Tuesday, April 20. To register for the 
free programs, visit tinyurl.com/2vsbcexn. 
To review the parking study, visit stpaul.gov/
parking-study.

Parking study envisions a city with 
fewer cars, more efficient land uses
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The following criminal incidents were compiled 
from Saint Paul and Mendota Heights police de-
partment reports and other sources.

Highland Park
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-

ported on the 1300 block of West Maynard 
Drive at 11:10 a.m. Thursday, March 18.

Burglary—A residential burglary was re-
ported on the 1300 block of Kenneth Street at 
8:14 p.m. Thursday, March 18.

—Commercial break-ins were reported 
on the 2500 block of West Seventh Street on 
March 20, and the 2100 block of West Seventh 
on March 23.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on 
the 1900 block of Ford Parkway and 2500 
block of Crosby Farm Road on March 20, and 
the 1900 block of Ford on March 22.

Miscellaneous—Felony criminal damage 
to property was reported on the 1900 block of 
Ford Parkway at 7:15 a.m. Friday, March 19.

Lexington-Hamline
Robbery—Informa-

tion is being sought 
about the male who 
robbed TCF Bank, 459 
N. Lexington Pkwy., at 
6 p.m. Tuesday, Febru-
ary 23. He is described 
as about 20 years old, 
5-foot-6 with a neck tattoo resembling a 
cloud. He was last seen running east across 
Lexington. Anyone with information is asked 
to contact the FBI at 1-800-225-5324 or at 

tips.fbi.gov.
—A strong-arm robbery was reported on 

the 300 block of North Lexington Parkway at 
3:51 p.m. Thursday, March 18.

Theft—A shoplifting loss of more than 
$1,000 was reported on the 1300 block of Uni-
versity Avenue at 2:45 p.m. Sunday, March 21.

—A vehicle was reported stolen on the 1200 
block of Saint Anthony Avenue on Monday, 
March 22. 

Macalester-Groveland
Burglary—A residential break-in was re-

ported on the 2000 block of Grand Avenue at 
11:18 p.m. Friday, March 19.

Mendota Heights
Burglary—Two bicycles were reported 

stolen from an underground apartment ga-
rage on the 1800 block of Eagle Ridge Drive at 
11:24 a.m. Friday, March 26.

Theft—Several items were reported stolen 
from vehicles on the 900 block of Highway 13 
on March 20, and the 1000 block of Dakota 
Drive on March 23. 

—A box containing elevator and mainte-
nance room keys was reported ripped off the 
wall of a building on the 1000 block of High-
way 13 at 8:48 a.m. Monday, March 22.

—Money was reported missing from a 
teacher’s purse at Sibley High School at 1:32 
p.m. Tuesday, March 23. 

Merriam Park
Theft—A vehicle was reported stolen on 

the 1700 block of Ashland Avenue on Thurs-
day, March 18. 

—A bicycle valued at more than $1,000 was 
reported stolen on the 1600 block of Marshall 
Avenue at midnight Monday, March 22. 

Snelling-Hamline
Gas tank explosion—Two men were in-

jured, including one severely, after a metal 
tank with compressed gas they were trying to 
recycle exploded around 11:30 a.m. Saturday, 
April 3, on the 1400 block of Iglehart Avenue. 
According to media reports, the men were 
outside a commercial building cutting the 
top of the cylinder when it exploded, propel-
ling the top more than a block away. The men 
were taken to the hospital.

Summit Hill
Theft—Several items valued at more than 

$1,000 were reported stolen from vehicles on 
the 900 block of Summit Avenue on March 17. 

—A shoplifting loss of more than $1,000 
was reported on the 800 block of Grand Av-
enue at 10:10 a.m. on March 17.

—Vehicles were reported stolen on the 700 
block of Lincoln Avenue on March 22, and the 
700 block of Linwood Avenue on March 23. 

Summit-University
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-

ported on the 300 block of North Milton 
Street at 3:27 p.m. Sunday, March 21.

Theft—Several items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from vehicles on the 

800 block of Ashland Avenue on March 18, the 
900 block of Carroll Avenue on March 22, and 
the 400 block of Laurel Avenue on March 24.

—Vehicles were reported stolen on the 900 
block of Selby Avenue on March 22, and the 200 
block of North Western Avenue on March 23. 

Arson—An arson fire was reported on the 
600 block of Holly Avenue at 7:18 a.m. Thurs-
day, March 18.

Miscellaneous—An incident involving 
methamphetamine was reported at 7:32 p.m. 
Saturday, March 20, on the 300 block of North 
Dale Street.

—An incident involving heroin was report-
ed at 5:11 p.m. Monday, March 22, on the 300 
block of North Dale Street.

West End
Burglary—A commercial break-in was re-

ported on the 900 block of Randolph Avenue 
at 5:56 a.m. Sunday, March 21.

Theft—A vehicle was reported stolen on 
West Seventh Street and Grand Avenue on 
Tuesday, March 23. 

Assault—An aggravated assault with a 
dangerous weapon was reported on the 200 
block of Grand Avenue at 7:04 p.m. Sunday, 
March 21.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on the 
300 block of West Seventh Street at 7:38 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 24.

Miscellaneous—An incident involving 
methamphetamine was reported on the 1000 
block of Otto Avenue at 9:53 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 23.

Crime Report

Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Annual meeting—The Highland District Council will hold 
its annual meeting via Zoom at 6:45 p.m. Thursday, April 22. 
There will be news about the parks in Highland, an update on 
the Highland Bridge development, information on how local 
restaurants are faring during the pandemic, and crime and 
safety tips from the Saint Paul Police Department. The event 
will also provide an opportunity to meet candidates for the 
district council’s board of directors. Register to receive the 
meeting link at bit.ly/RSVPannualmeeting.

Board election—An online election will be held from 7 p.m. 
on April 22 to 10 p.m. on April 27 to fill seats on the HDC board. 
Up for election are representatives for all odd-numbered grids, 
and three at-large positions. Candidates must submit their ap-
plications by April 15. To request a mail-in ballot, call the office 
or email Kathy@highlanddistrictcouncil.org. To learn more 
about applying and voting, visit bit.ly/HDCelection.

Lexington realignment—People are invited to provide 
comments by April 15 on proposed road layouts for phase two 
of the Lexington Parkway reconstruction. Options for the new 
Elway Street and Montreal Avenue intersection include a two-
way stop, a full roundabout, and a mini-roundabout. Learn 
more and comment at bit.ly/LexRealignment.

Highland Bridge parks—Join the city of Saint Paul’s De-
partment of Parks and Recreation at 6 p.m. Tuesday, April 20, 
for a virtual open house about future parks in the new High-
land Bridge development. The meeting can be accessed at bit.
ly/3m8imi1. For information, email Ellen.Stewart@ci.stpaul.
mn.us or visit stpaul.gov/HighlandBridgeParks.

Taste of Ward 3: Encore—Following a successful event 
in January, the Highland and Macalester-Groveland district 
councils and Highland Business Association are again con-
ducting a month-long promotion of restaurants in Ward 3. Or-
der from restaurants in Highland Park and Macalester-Grove-
land between April 22 and May 22 and submit your receipts. 
Every two receipts received by June 1 will be entered in draw-
ings for gift cards. Learn more at tasteofward3.com. 

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Neighborhood cleanup—The Macalester-Groveland Com- 
munity Council’s Community Building Team and local volun-
teers will conduct a neighborhood cleanup from 9-11:30 a.m. 

Saturday, April 24, in celebration of Earth Day. Learn more and 
sign up to volunteer at macgrove.org/events.

Mac-Grove survey—The community council is asking peo-
ple to submit comments about its current programs, activities, 
communication and outreach at macgrove.org/2021survey by 
April 16. Include an email for a chance to win a $25 gift card.

Show your pride—Locally designed Macalester-Groveland 
T-shirts can still be ordered online for home delivery. The shirts 
come in kiwi green, heather indigo blue and dark heather gray 
in a variety of sizes. To order, visit macgrove.org/tshirt.

Upcoming online meetings—Transportation Commit-
tee on Monday, April 26; Housing and Land Use Committee 
on Wednesday, April 28; Inclusivity Task Force on Thursday, 
May 6; and board of directors on Thursday, May 13. All meet-
ings will be held via Zoom beginning at 6:30 p.m. Sign up for 
monthly meeting notices and Zoom information at macgrove.
org/participate.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Solidarity fund—The Union Park and Lexington-Hamline 
community councils have established a solidarity fund for 
those in need of housing relief. The funds may be used to cover 
rent, mortgage payments and utilities. Those who are able to 
donate to the fund are being asked to visit givemn.org/story/
Li2sdg. Those in need of assistance should call Keystone Com-
munity Services at 651-917-3883.

Union Park micro-grants—The UPDC is seeking applica-
tions from residents and small groups of neighbors for grants 
of $400-$600 to complete small projects in its neighborhoods. 
Applications are due by the end of May. Email info@union-
parkdc.org or visit unionparkdc.org/micro-grant.

Become a UPDC scholar—The district council’s Neighbor-
hood Involvement Committee is sponsoring a one-time $500 
scholarship for someone who works, lives or attends school 
in one of Union Park’s neighborhoods and will be pursuing a 
post-secondary education this fall. Applications will close on 
April 30 and the finalist will be notified by mid-May. For infor-
mation, email jonah@unionparkdc.org.

Equity scorecard—The UPDC has finalized its Equitable 
Development Scorecard, a tool for residents, employers and 
committee members to rank potential neighborhood develop-
ments on equity issues in transportation, land use, environ-
ment, pedestrian safety and more. Comments regarding the  
scorecard are being sought at surveymonkey.com/r/8QBG27R. 

Upcoming meetings—Committee on Land Use and Devel-
opment, 6:30 p.m. Monday, April 19; Environment and Parks 
Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 21; Neighborhood In-
volvement Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, April 26; and board 
of directors, 7 p.m. Wednesday, May 5. To access the Zoom 
meetings, email wako@unionparkdc.org or click on the links 
at unionparkdc.org/calendar.

West Seventh
fortroadfederation.org • 651-298-5599

Annual meeting—The West Seventh/Fort Road Federation 
will hold its annual meeting via Zoom from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 20. The guest speaker will be Sean Kershaw, a 
West Seventh resident and director of the Saint Paul Depart-
ment of Public Works. The meeting will include breakout ses-
sions and updates on the district council’s work. Register by 
visiting the website.

Board elections—Anyone 16 and older who lives, owns 
property or owns a business in the West Seventh neighbor-
hood can vote for members of the board of directors. Voting 
will be done online by visiting the website from April 13 until 
6:45 p.m. April 20. Vote curbside at 882 W. Seventh St. from 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. April 13-16 and 19-20 by calling the office to be 
greeted at the door.

Upcoming Zoom meetings—Community Engagement 
and Outreach Committee, 6:30 p.m. Thursday, April 15; annual 
meeting and election results, 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 20; and 
Transportation and Land Use Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, May 5. Go to fortroadfederation.org/calendar for details 
and log-in information.

District Councils
Union Park

Macalester-
Groveland

Highland Park

Summit-
University

Summit Hill

West 7th

District  
councils  
in the  
Villager  
area
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ON THE TOWN

Old Address 
233 Grand Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55102 

New Address 
1804 7th Street West 

Suite 200 
St. Paul, MN 55116 

Just a short move down the road! 
 

Phone Numbers 
651-227-7806 (Main Number) 

651-256-6714 (Central Appointment Line) 
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Just a short move down the road! 
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651-256-6714 (Central Appointment Line) 

 Welcome to our Tradition of Caring

Pediatric and
Young Adult Medicine

Saturday Morning
Appointments Available

    1804 7th Street West, Suite 200
                  St. Paul 55116
             www.pyam.com

651-227-7806 (Main Number)

651-256-6714 (Central Appointment Line)

Complete Primary Pediatric Care.                              

WE
ARE

OPEN
891 Grand Avenue // St. Paul, MN 55105

651 224 8320 // redballoonbookshop.com

THANK YOU!
for supporting

local independent bookstores
during this past year

Come celebrate with us!
Independent Bookstore Day

Saturday, April 24 

By Anne Murphy

Macalester-Groveland artist Mark 
Cosimini is framing the inequities 
in society in a series of paintings 

he groups under the headings “Social 
Landscapes” and “Haves and Have Nots.” The 
paintings put a face on poverty and render 
the stark contrasts between the more and the 
less fortunate among us. 

Cosimini began painting full time after 
retiring from a 30-year career as a public 
defender in Hennepin County. He grew up 
in Saint Paul’s Dayton’s Bluff neighborhood, 
completed a double major in studio art 
and political science at the University of 
Minnesota and earned his law degree at the 
former William Mitchell College of Law. 

“My wife passed away in 2010,” he said. 
“We’d met in law school. I worked for 
another year or so after she died and finally 
decided it was time for a change. I thought I’d 
restart my life as if I never went to law school 
and just kept painting after college. It’s like 
having a job where every day is a good day.

“Practicing law as a public defender was 
a very fulfilling but stressful life,” Cosimini 
said. “I retired and decided to return to my 
original love—painting. I made room in my 
basement. I had tubes of paint I kept from 
college back in the ’70s. It was amazing; they 
were still good.”

Cosimini’s portfolio includes oil and acrylic 
still lifes, florals, landscapes and portraits. 
He joined the AZ Gallery in downtown 
Saint Paul, and has been a part of juried 
exhibits and solo shows across the Twin 
Cities, including the Summit Avenue Artisan 
Festival and the Minneapolis Institute of Arts’ 
virtual Foot in the Door exhibit. 

Cosimini described his Social Landscapes 
as a natural extension of his work as a public 
defender. “For most of my working life, I was 
fortunate to be able to work with the poor 
and less fortunate,” he said. “In those years, 
I witnessed daily the inequities in society. It 

only seemed natural to portray that in my 
paintings.

“In 2016, I was in New York and started 
taking photos of people on the street asking 
for money. The first social landscape I 
painted was based on an interesting fellow 
I saw during that visit. That gentleman was 
in three or four paintings I completed in the 
following two years. After I returned home, 
I started taking photos of homeless people 
here and anywhere I traveled.

“I work from photos,” he said. “They’re all 
candid, not posed. Many of my photos are 
taken when I’m a passenger in a car. I don’t 
really talk with the people I photograph, but 
if I’m on foot I’ll greet them, give them some 
money. 

“There are so many disturbing things 
about the landscape,” Cosimini said. “How 
can there be such poverty and wealth so close 
to each other? Urban areas are crowded with 
the homeless, while in outlying areas one 
wouldn’t know this population existed. Large 
cities are divided into regions of the homeless 
surrounded by prosperous commercial 

communities. How as a society can we accept 
this?”

Cosimini’s series of Social Landscapes 
includes paintings set in Saint Paul, New York 
and Chicago. Among the Saint Paul group is 
“Shepard Road Sunday Morning,” a painting 
drawn from his weekly excursions to visit his 
brother on the East Side. 

“Landscape painting may be defined as 
the depiction of nature, but it’s much more,” 
Cosimini said. “Landscapes have progressed 
from serving as the background for religious 
and historical paintings to being a genre in 
themselves. By the 19th century, landscapes 
were part of the Romantic movement in 
art, representing the glory of nature and the 
struggles of man against the forces of nature. 
By the 20th century, landscapes had grown 
to include man’s struggles in urban and 
industrial settings.”

Cosimini admires the 19th century Ash Can 
School in which artists portrayed scenes of 
daily life in New York City. Sometimes known 
as the Apostles of Ugliness, the artists of 
the Ash Can School were intent on painting 
scenes of what society’s more fortunate 
members were inclined to ignore. “They 
painted real people, urban society,” Cosimini 
said. “I love their style. It’s a very direct 
approach.” 

Cosimini hopes his Social Landscapes 
will move the plight of the homeless and 
underserved to the forefront. A similar 
intent is behind his Haves and Have Nots 
paintings. “The first painting in this series 
takes a composition by the Symbolist painter 
Gustave Moreau and substitutes palaces with 
skyscrapers and the homeless in place of the 
adoring masses,” he said. “My next paintings 
will be still lifes showing the contrasts 
between a rose and a dandelion or a gold 
chalice and a tin can.

“These series of paintings come down from 
the Ash Can School, where they said, ‘Hey, 
there are a bunch of people hurting out there 
and we’re going to put a frame around it, put 
it in a museum and have people look at this.’ 
I don’t purport that anything will change 
immediately, but I hope my paintings make 
people think twice. 

“Paintings can be enjoyed on so many 
levels,” Cosimini said, “the composition, the 
colors, the technique, the subject matter. Me 
slapping some paint on a canvas will have 
little or no effect on the world around us. 
I just hope someone will look at my work 
and think, ‘Hmmm, something’s not right.’ 
And hopefully they aren’t talking about my 
technique.”

Framing inequity
Former public defender portrays 
cities’ down-and-out on canvas

Artist Mark Cosimini and his oil painting, “Chestnut Street Sunday Afternoon.”  Photo by Brad Stauffer

Cosimini’s painting, “Homeless Please Help.”

Did you know?
82% of Realtors® give back 

to the communities 
where they live and work.

Learn more at spaar.com

National Volunteer Week is April 18-24, 2021. 

We’re happy to shine a light on SPAAR’s 7,780 
members this week and every day for all they do. 
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ON THE TOWN Briefly

Quality home health care since 1991.

275 E. 4th Street, Suite 781, St. Paul, MN  55101
Hours:  Mon - Thur: 9am - 4pm Fri:  9am - 12pm • By appt only

Your Home,
Your Independence.

“Home care is more
affordable than you

might think.”

763-546-1000
inhomepersonalcare.com

Erin Govrik
Owner/Exec Dir

651-340-2452    SkylineCleaners.net

Sunday/april 18
Next Chapter, an online program for 
women at midlife to discover a new direc-
tion and gain the confidence they need to 
make their next step the right step, will be 
offered from 10-11:30 a.m. by Jewish Family 
Service of Saint Paul. To receive the Zoom 
link, email jsaltzman@jfssp.org.

“Israel and Its Neighbors Since 1882: 
Putting Things into Context” will be ad-
dressed from 10 a.m.-noon by Steve Lear of 
the Jewish Community Relations Council of 
Minnesota and the Dakotas. To register for 
this program hosted by Or Emet, email Scott 
Chazdon at president@oremet.org.

THE SAINT PAUL HIKING CLUB will gather 
today for a five-mile hike around the Como 
neighborhood. The hike will begin at 2:30 
p.m. at Gabe’s by the Park, 991 N. Lexing-
ton Pkwy. New members are welcome. Call 
Sharon at 651-207-5926.

thursday/april 22
Legalizing marijuana for recreational 
use will be discussed in a Saint Paul Sunrise 
Rotary Club webinar from 7:45-9:15 a.m. 
The online discussion will feature panel-
ists state Representative Jessica Hanson 
(DFL-Burnsville), chief author of House File 
1511; psychologist Gary R. Schoener; Chris 
Tholkes of the state Office of Medical Can-
nabis; and Darin Erickson of the Univeristy 
of Minnesota School of Public Health. To 
register, visit tinyurl.com/7abyfpat.

“Fresh Waters, Ethics and Decolo-
nial Values” will be addressed at 7 p.m. by 
associate professor Christiana Zenner of 
Fordham University in a Myser Initiative 
on Catholic Identity lecture. From global 
markets to “Laudato Si’” to Standing Rock 
and Flint, the free online program will 
explore who controls the water supply and 
why decolonial approaches are crucial to its 

ethical distribution. To register, visit stkate.
edu/events/myser-initiative.

SATURday/april 24
Show your pride in Saint Paul. Take part 
in the 35th annual citywide spring cleanup 
from 9-11:30 a.m. and prevent plastic and 
other trash from being washed down storm 
drains to the Mississippi River. Public health 
guidelines will be observed, including face 
masks, social distancing and limits on the 
number of participants per site. To register 
individually or as a group, visit tinyurl.com/
m827w89t.

COINS FOR KIDS, a fundraiser for the Saint 
Paul Optimist Club and its various programs 
for youths, will be held from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. in 
front of Ramsey Middle School, 1700 Sum-
mit Ave. Any amount of coins is welcome. 
Checks payable to the Optimist Club of Saint 
Paul also may be dropped off or mailed to 
P.0. Box 40065, Saint Paul, MN 55104-8065. 

For more information, visit the Optimists’ 
website at stpauloptimists.org.

TUESday/april 27
“Rebuilding University Avenue,” 
the effort in Saint Paul’s Midway Area to 
rebound from the looting, vandalism and 
arson of last summer, will be discussed by 
local residents and business people in a 
Zoom webinar from 7-8 p.m. Sponsored by 
the League of Women Voters of Saint Paul, 
the program will also be available on the 
league’s Facebook page. To register, visit 
lwvsp.org.

THURSday/april 29
The VIOLENT conflict in the Tigray 
region of Ethiopia where war crimes have 
been reported will be discussed in a Zoom 
program from noon-1 p.m. The cost is $10, 
$5 for students and seniors. To register, visit 
worldwithoutgenocide.org/ethiopia.

THE KIOSK

Dance
Minnesota Dance Theatre will delve into 
themes of the classic fairy tale “Twelve 
Dancing Princesses” and how those themes 
resonate today in Exploring Enchantment 
from 7:30-8:30 p.m. Thursday, April 15. The 
online program is offered free of charge up 
until two hours before curtain. To register for 
the link, visit thecowlescenter.org/tickets/
exploring-the-enchantment.

Music
The Minnesota Orchestra will continue its 
series of free Friday night concerts with the 
live-streaming of “Outliers and Intrigue” on 
April 16 and “Dreams and Discovery” on April 
30. Both programs begin at 8 p.m. Conductor 
Marc Albrecht and pianist Simon Trpčeski 
will be featured on April 16 in Herbsttag 
(Autumn Day) by Del Aguila, Piano Concerto 
No. 1 by Shostakovich and Symphony No. 4 
by Schumann. Fabien Gabel will conduct the 
orchestra on April 30 in Alberga’s Shining 
Gate of Morpheus, Stravinsky’s Suite from 
Pulcinetta and Mozart’s Symphony No. 39. 
Visit minnesotaorchestra.org.

Music written by and dedicated to 18th-
century Afro-European violinist and com
poser Joseph Bologne will be performed by 
Lyra Baroque Orchestra in a live-streamed 
concert at 11 a.m. Saturday, April 17. The 
program will feature violinists Lucinda 
Marvin, Marc Levine and Elizabeth York, 
violist Ginna Watson, cellist Tulio Rondón 
and harpsichordist Tami Morse. Tickets are 
$15, $5 for students. Visit lyrabaroque.org.

The Church of the Lost Souls, a 12-week 
concert series featuring guitarist Billy Mc
Laughlin, his band SimpleGifts and special 
guests, will continue at 4:30 p.m. Sundays 
through May 2 at the Parkway Theater, 4814 
Chicago Ave. S. in Minneapolis. SimpleGifts 

includes singers Karen Paurus, Amy Courts 
and Kathleen Johnson, instrumentalist Laura 
MacKenzie and drummer Billy O. Joining 
them will be Turn Turn Turn on April 18; 
Annie Mack, April 25; and Peter Mayer, 
May 2. Ninety-two seats are available in the 
theater (25 percent capacity). Tickets are $29 
in advance, $39 at the door. The concerts will 
also be live-streamed with tickets priced at 
whatever you care to pay. For reservations, 
visit theparkwaytheater.com.

“Bowing and Fretting in the Baroque,” 
music from the 16th-18th centuries for treble 
viol, lirone, violone and bass viol, will be 
performed by string musician Julie Elhard 

and harpsichordist Paul Boehnke in a live 
recital at 7 p.m. Friday and 11 a.m. Saturday, 
April 23 and 24, via Zoom. Tickets are $10, $5 
for students. Visit lyrabaroque.org.

Native Vietnamese classical guitarist 
Thu Le will perform in a Minnesota Guitar 
Society concert at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, April 
24. She will play favorites from the Baroque 
and Classical eras by Scarlatti and Aguiado 
as well as contemporary works. The online 
program is free, but donations are welcome. 
For reservations, visit mnguitar.org.

Theater
Diesel Heart, a reworking of a Raw Stages 
production based on the autobiography of 
former Saint Paul police officer Melvin Carter 
Jr., is being streamed online through April 18. 
Written by Brian Grandison and directed by 
J. Adam Harris, the drama stars Mikell Sapp, 
Jamila Anderson, JuCoby Johnson and Rajane 
Katurah. It is recommended for mature 
audiences due to language and themes. For 
tickets, visit historytheatre.com.

I and You, a play by Lauren Gunderson about 
the poetry of Walt Whitman and humanity’s 
desire for connection, will be streamed from 
April 14-17 and 21-24 by SteppingStone 
Theatre. The drama tells of a high school 
student who has been isolated for months 
with an illness and the classmate who bursts 
into her room with waffle fries and a poetry 
project. The show is not recommended for 
young children. For more information and 
tickets, visit steppingstonetheatre.org.

Vengeful Spirits, two plays in the style of a 
vintage radio broadcast, will be presented 
online by the Mysterious Old Radio Listening 
Society at 7:30 p.m. Monday, April 19. The 
ghost stories “He Who Follows Me” and 
“Runestones Are a Girl’s Best Friend” will be 
featured along with dramatic music, sound 
effects and the occasional commercial. Tim 

Uren, Shanan Custer, Joshua Scrimshaw 
and Eric Webster star. Tickets are $18. Visit 
parksquaretheatre.org.

Books
Next Chapter Booksellers, 38 S. Snelling 
Ave., will host free online readings and dis
cussions with Jana Bouma, Susan Chambers, 
Deborah A. Goschy, Ben Unseth, Ronda 
Redmond and Henry Panowitsch of the 
Southern Minnesota Poets Society at 6:15 
p.m. Thursday, April 15; Patry Francis and 
her novel, All the Children Are Home, 7 p.m. 
Monday, April 19; Laura Maylene Walter 
and her novel, Body of Stars, 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 20; Saint Paul Almanac’s Global Poetry 
Celebration, featuring poems in more than 
a dozen languages, 7 p.m. Thursday, April 
22; and Katie Quinn, foodie Jen Phanomrat 
and Quinn’s book, Cheese, Wine and Bread: 
Discovering the Magic of Fermentation, 5 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 27. To register for the link, visit 
nextchapterbooksellers.com.

Yang Warriors, a picture book by Saint Paul 
author Kao Kalia Yang and illustrator Billy 
Thao, will be released in an online event from 
7-8:30 p.m. Friday, April 16. Set in a refugee 
camp, where author Yang lived as a child, the 
book is the story of hope and resilience in a 
Hmong family. To register for the program, 
visit eastsidefreedomlibrary.org.

Et cetera
March of the Governors, Ramsey County 
Historical Society podcasts on the governors 
of Minnesota, has begun with a program on 
the state’s first governor, Henry Sibley. Led by 
author Paul Nelson, a team of local historians 
will introduce listeners to each of the gover
nors in chronological order. Shows on Alex
ander Ramsey, Henry A. Swift, Stephen Miller 
and William R. Marshall are coming soon. 
Visit rchs.com/news/rchs-podcasts.

“Sinclair Lewis: 100 Years of Main Street” 
opened on April 10 at the Minnesota History 
Center, 345 W. Kellogg Blvd. The new exhibit cele­
brates the Minnesota author (pictured above in 
1922) whose novels and short stories sold in the 
millions. In 1930 he became the first American to 
win the Nobel Prize in Literature. His literary works 
and social critiques of American life ring true 
today. The History Center is open from 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Thursdays through Saturdays and from 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. Sundays. Admission is $8-$12. Call 
651-259-3015 or visit mnhs.org.
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SPORTS

New UST men’s 
hockey coach is a 
sign of the future

While sports contests against Macalester, Hamline, 
Saint Catherine and other MIAC college 
opponents are being played out for the last 

time this spring, the University of Saint Thomas’ transition 
to Division I athletics is already taking place on its Saint 
Paul campus. It started with football coach Glenn Caruso 
announcing a couple of future nonconference games and the 
school’s hockey programs officially finding new leagues for 
the 2021-22 season.

However, in the last couple of weeks just how different 
athletics will be for UST really began to take shape. Courtney 
Brown, who played high school basketball at East Ridge and 
spent the last two seasons at the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee, announced on March 26 that he is leaving the 
Panthers to become a Tommie. The 6-foot-7 Brown averaged 
5.4 points and 3.9 rebounds while starting 14 games last 
season at Milwaukee. 

A week later, UST men’s basketball coach John Tauer 
announced that Mike Maker, a former head coach at Division 
I Marist College in New York, and Gameli Ahelegbe, an ex-
Tartan and Minnesota State University-Mankato player who 
spent the last seven seasons on the staff at the University of 
South Dakota, have signed on as full-time assistant coaches 
for the Tommies. Ahelegbe’s help should be invaluable, since 
UST will play basketball in the Summit League next year, a 
conference that includes the USD Coyotes. 

On April 6, an even bigger move was announced. Rico Blasi, 
who won 398 games in 20 years as head men’s hockey coach 
at Miami University (Ohio), was introduced as the new head 
coach of UST’s men’s hockey program. Miami is known as one 
of the best universities in the country for studying geology. 
However, in athletics it’s probably best known as a place 
where football coaches learn their craft before moving on to 
bigger things. The coaches who moved from there to higher 
plateaus include such old-timers as Weeb Ewbank (New 
York Jets) and Paul Brown (Cleveland Browns), college’s Bo 
Schembechler (Michigan) and Woody Hayes (Ohio State), 
and current NFL coaches John Harbaugh (Baltimore Ravens) 
and Sean McVay (Los Angeles Rams). 

But the Miami RedHawks have hockey street cred as well. 
A native of Weston, Ontario, Blasi played at Miami in the 
early 1990s (one of his teammates was current Saint Thomas 
Academy head hockey coach Trent Eigner). Blasi later spent 
four years as an assistant there before being handed the reins 
in 1999. His teams finished ninth in the CCHA the first year, 
second the next season and made the NCAA tournament a 
couple of years later. In 2009, the RedHawks lost to Boston 
University 4-3 in the NCAA Division I title game. The 
RedHawks also made the NCAA tournament five of the next 
six years. 

In Division I, things can change quickly. Blasi was let go 
by Miami in 2019 and moved on to Providence College as 
associate athletic director for men’s and women’s hockey. 

Jeff Boeser, one of the best players in UST hockey history 
and the head coach for the past 13 seasons, told UST’s athletic 
director Phil Esten last fall that he wouldn’t be a candidate for 
the Division I position. That gave Esten around a five-month 
window to find a new bench boss.

Local names such as Mike Guentzel, a former head coach 
and a longtime Gopher assistant, and Scott Bell, an ex-Gopher 
who guided Hamline to its first MIAC championship in 53 
years, were among the names bandied about as possibilities.

In the end, Esten went with Blasi, saying, “He was a clear 
candidate for the job because of his record and his belief 
system.”

In his public debut, Blasi acknowledged the past efforts 
of Boeser and, before him, Terry Skrypek, who twice guided 
UST to the Division III title game. Both were in the audience 
at the introductory press conference. Then, as a hint of what 

The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

wright call  c16

Coming up big again
Redhawks claim 4th straight state hoops title

Raiders fall just short 
of Class 4A state title

By Bill Wagner

The Cretin-Derham Hall 
boys’ basketball team 
pulled off some excit-

ing victories in this season’s 
playoffs, but ran up against a 
talented Wayzata team that 
took the Class 4A state title 
with a 75-61 victory on April 
10 at Target Center. 

The ninth-seeded Raiders 
(18-6) trailed by a manage-
able seven points at the half, 
but second-ranked Wayzata 
(19-2) came out on fire after 
the break on both sides of the 
ball to claim the Trojans’ first 
state title since 1959. 

CDH started the season 
4-4, but only lost two games 
the rest of the way. The win-
ning streak included a 58-55 
thriller against Woodbury 
in the section final and a 41-
40 win over Rosemount in 

the opening round of state. 
The Raiders also defeated  
Maple Grove 54-42 in the 
state semifinals. 

Junior standout Tre Hol-
loman led CDH in the state 
final with 19 points. Senior 
Marselio Mendez scored 14, 
while senior Jack Plum had 
nine points and added a 
team-high 13 rebounds.

At times, Holloman ap-
peared on the verge of carry-
ing the Raiders on a run that 
would make the game a toss-
up, but Wayzata’s defense 
was too tough for the Raiders 
to solve. Wayzata was also 
10-for-23 from three-point 
range, compared to 6-for-19 
by the Raiders, and shot 53 
percent from the field com-
pared to 37 percent for CDH.

Veteran Raider coach Jerry 
Kline Jr. said his club just fell a 
little short this time out. “You 

just hope to give yourself a 
chance at the end,” he said. 
“(The Trojans) have multiple 
scorers—multiple shoot-
ers. They made a few more 
plays than we did down the 
stretch.”

Kline said it was “remark-
able” how his squad turned 
the year around following the 
slow start. He called this sea-
son one of the top thrills of his 
18-year career as head bas-
ketball coach at the school. 

Cretin-Derham Hall’s Tre Holloman slams one home during a 54-42 
win over Maple Grove in the Class 4A semifinals. Photo by Christine Wisch 

By Bill Wagner 

Top-ranked Minnehaha Academy 
and its highly coveted senior cen-
ter Chet Holmgren punctuated 

their nearly perfect season with a re-
sounding 80-29 drubbing of Alexandria 
for the state Class 3A boys’ basketball 
crown on April 10 at Target Center.

The victory gave the Redhawks their 
fourth straight state title, including their 
first since moving up from Class 2A. 
Minnehaha won its section in Class 3A 
last year, but could not compete for the 
state title after the tournament was can-
celed due to the COVID 19 pandemic.

The Redhawks (20-1) were challenged 
in the opening round of this year’s tour-
nament, but posted a 75-63 win over 
Byron. Minnehaha topped DeLaSalle 
79-58 in the semifinals and then in the 
finals steamrolled Alexandria (22-2), 
which was competing for its first title 
since 1943. 

The 7-foot-1 Holmgren, a consensus 
choice as the most prized high school 
recruit in the nation, put up his typical 
numbers—18 points, 13 rebounds and 
seven assists. As he habitually does, he 
also shared the ball well when he was 
not taking the shot. He made a sterling 
basket in the first half as he spun down 
low through the defense and moved in 
for a dunk. After the game, TV analyst 
Trent Tucker called Holmgren “the most 
uniquely talented player there has ever 
been in this state.” 

Minnehaha coach Lance Johnson was 
elated, but also relieved after the game. 
“There was a lot of pressure on us to win 
the state championship this year,” he 
said. 

Johnson said that in the second half, 
the Redhawks played about as well 
as they have all year. “Defensively, we 
played pretty well in the first half, but 
in the second half you could see that our 

defense wore them down,” he said.
Holmgren’s performance, Johnson 

added, was  the ultimate game film for 
recruiters to see. “And he did it all with a 
smile on his face,” he said. “He was hav-
ing fun out there.”

Johnson also pointed with pride to 
his two Miller boys. Senior Hercy Miller 
is headed for Tennessee State next year, 
while his freshman brother Mercy has 
already been offered a scholarship by the 
University of Minnesota.

The Redhawks got 24 points from  

Hercy Miller in the final and 15 from Mer-
cy. Throw in another eight from senior 
Isaiah Davis and six from junior Dono-
van Smith, and it provides a pretty good 
clue why they were so unstoppable.

And they won without the services of 
starting junior forward Prince Aligbe, 
who was sidelined with a bad ankle. 
Smith, who missed almost the entire 
season after undergoing wrist surgery, 
returned late in the year and gave the 
Redhawks a boost with hits three-point 
shooting.

Minnehaha Academy’s highly recruited senior center Chet Holmgren goes up for two during 
a 79-58 win over DeLaSalle in the state Class 3A semifinals. Photo by Christine Wisch
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Athena Awards 
mark 27th year 
of recognizing 
Saint Paul’s top 
female athletes

Nora Barnard Carly Sullivan Caroline Anderson Celeste Alden Erin Cray Magnuson Margaret Dalseth

The 27th annual Saint Paul Area Athena 
Awards will be back live and in person 
on April 21, after last year’s ceremony 

was canceled due to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Forty-four young women representing 
the Saint Paul area’s public and private high 
schools will be honored for excellence in ath-
letics and academics during the event. The  
local winners are:

Nora Barnard
Central

Sports: cross-country (3-time letter winner, 
all-conference, honorable mention, coach’s 
award); Nordic skiing (4-time letter winner, 
all-conference honorable mention, 2-time 
state participant, team captain); track and 
field (2-time letter winner, all-conference 
honorable mention).

Other activities: YMCA Youth In Govern-
ment Model Assembly and United Nations, 
band, student election judge, middle school 
track meet volunteer, volunteer at races 
around the city.

Scholastic achievements: 4.38 GPA, college-
board AP Scholar, A Honor Roll.

Post-high school plans: undecided.

Carly Sullivan
Cretin-Derham Hall

Sports: dance team (4-time letter winner, 
all-conference, 2-time honorable mention, 
all-state in jazz, spinning top and best mover 
awards, captain); lacrosse (offensive player of 
the year JV); performance dance team (best 
positive mental attitude award, turn competi-
tion winner, captain).

Other activities: student council, volunteer 
with Leap Forward for Children, House of 
Charity, Habitat for Humanity, school supply 
drive, fifth-grade retreat leader, fall cleanup.

Scholastic achievements: National Honor 
Society, Presidential Honor Roll (all 4 years), 
U.S. History Day regional qualifier, Distin-
guished Student of the Month in U.S. his-
tory, Distinguished Student of the Month in  
Spanish.

Post-high school plans: attend the Univer-
sity of Minnesota-Twin Cities or University of 
Wisconsin-Madison to study business.

Caroline Anderson
Henry Sibley

Sports: basketball (4-time letter winner, all-
conference honorable mention, MIP Award, 
captain); track and field (5-time letter winner, 
2-time all-conference, honorable mention, 
3rd place state, 2nd place Hamline Elite Meet, 
1st place sections, Best Field Athlete Award, 
school record holder for high jump at 5-6, 
2-time captain).

Other activities: LiveGreen, Link Crew, 
Wind Ensemble, Suzuki Association of Min-
nesota pianist, volunteer with Feed My Starv-
ing Children, blood drive, LiveGreen Week, 
nursery at Saint Joan of Arc.

Scholastic achievements: National Honor 
Society co-chair, academic letter winner, 
Spotlight on Scholarship winner, 3.829 GPA.

Post-high school plans: attend the Univer-
sity of Saint Thomas, compete in track and 
field and major in neuroscience.

Celeste Alden
Highland Park

Sports: Nordic skiing (4-time letter winner, 
4-time all-conference, conference champion, 
most improved, 3-time section runner-up, 
4-time state qualifier, 2-time all-state, 4-time 
conference and section championship team 
member, state runner-up and state cham-
pion team member, 2-time Junior National 

qualifier); cross-country (5-time letter win-
ner, 5-time all-conference, 5-time confer-
ence championship team member, most 
improved); track and field (3-time letter win-
ner, 2-time all-conference, 2-time conference 
championship team member).

Other activities: IB art student, senior class 
council, president of Young Democrats Club, 
Spanish immersion team member, volunteer 
with National Honor Society, Link Crew lead-
er, Minnesota DFL, Sunrise Movement, Cen-
tral Valley for Georgia, Kids for the Boundary 
Waters.

Scholastic achievements: bilingual diplo-
ma candidate, A Honor Roll, National Honor  
Society.

Post-high school plans: attend Williams 
College and compete in Nordic skiing.

Erin Cray Magnuson
Saint Paul Academy

Sports: lacrosse (5-time letter winner, cap-
tain, all-section, most improved); hockey 
(2-time letter winner, captain); soccer (two 
years).

Other activities: Outdoors Club co-presi-
dent for two years, SPA mentor, Summit Sing-
ers, photography, volunteer at YMCA Camp 
Widjiwagan Leaders Club, Feed My Starving 
Children. 

Scholastic achievements: Les Farrington 
Best 100 Juried Art Exhibition Scholastic Art 
Award Honorable Mention, Working As-
sumptions Honorable Mention, 2-time Honor 
Roll.

Post-high school plans: attend Whitman 
College and compete in lacrosse.

Margaret Dalseth
Visitation

Sports: cross-country (5-time letter win-

ner, 5-time all-conference, 3-time individual 
conference champion, 3-time conference 
champion, captain, 3-time state, all-state aca-
demic honors, 2-time MVP, Rookie of the Year, 
school record for 5K); Nordic skiing (3-time 
letter winner, 2-time all-conference, captain, 
2-time state, 2-time MVP, Rookie of the Year, 
Junior National participant); track and field 
(4-time letter winner, 3-time all-conference, 
honorable mention, 3-time event conference 
champion, captain, 2-time all-state, all-state 
academic honors, Rookie of the Year, MVP, 
school record for 1,600 and 3,200).

Other activities: yearbook, Leadership 
Club, volunteer at the Minnesota Children’s 
Museum and Prince of Peace Church.

Scholastic achievements: Scholastic Art 
and Writing Silver Key Award, Library of Con-
gress Literacy Award, 4-time National Span-
ish Exam awards, AP National Scholar Award, 
High Honor Roll for four years.

Post-high school plans: attend college and 
run and ski competitively.

***

The Saint Paul Athena Awards luncheon 
will take place from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 21, at Vadnais Heights Com-
mons, 655 E. County Road F. Jody Redman, 
associate director of the Minnesota State High 
School League, will be the keynote speaker. 
Randy Shaver of KARE 11 will emcee.

Health and safety guidelines will be in 
place, including mask wearing and social dis-
tancing. No guests will be allowed inside the 
commons, only the award winners. 

The program will be streamed live and re-
corded for future viewing. For information, 
email athena.stpaul@gmail.com or call  Sara 
Paul at 651-338-1302.

The 49th annual Minneapolis Athena 
Awards luncheon has been canceled 
this spring due to the coronavirus, 

just like last year’s event. However, the 55 top  
female student-athletes from public and pri-
vate high schools in greater Minneapolis are 
still being honored. 

That includes Linnea Askegaard, a four-
time letter winner in three sports for Minne-
haha Academy.  In soccer, she was a captain 
and three-time all-conference honoree. In 

Nordic skiing, she was a two-time captain, 
two-time MVP, four-time all-conference and  
a section award winner. In track and field, 
she has been a two-time captain, four-time 
all-conference, three-time section, two-time 
state participant and state award winner.

Askegaard received the Most Improved/
Rookie Award in all three sports as a fresh-
man, and earned the Redhawk Award for 
soccer her senior year. She also was a Junior 
Olympic competitive gymnast from age 4-14.

Some of her other activities include being 
a student activity intern, service intern, four-
year choir member and part of the high school 
church leadership team.

Askegaard’s scholastic achievements in-
clude being on the school’s honor roll for all 
four years, a member of the National Honor 
Society, a two-time academic letter winner 
and an all-state academic award recipient.

She plans to attend Saint Olaf College, com-
pete in soccer and track, and major in nursing.

Minneapolis Athena Awards celebrate their 49th year

Linnea Askegaard of Minnehaha Academy

lies ahead for all the head coaches about to embark on a new 
adventure, Blasi said, “We have to manage expectations. We 
need to create a culture. There are going to be tough days, but 
we’ll learn from them. The wins will come.”

Esten agreed, noting, “This is a three- to five-year process.”
Part of that process is upgrading the roster. It’ll likely take 

more than finding talented freshmen. One route is with 
players available through the NCAA transfer portal. Basketball 
has already dipped into that pool with Brown. 

The Tommies have been a Division III power in several 
sports for years, but none of that will matter after this spring’s 
seasons end. Thus, the possibility exists that UST, as a first-
year Division I program, may be active portal pursuers in 
several sports. Regarding the portal, Blasi said, “It can help 
because it gives student-athletes an opportunity, but there’s a 
lot of vetting that needs to be done.” 

Blasi met the team for the first time just before his press 
conference. What he likely didn’t say to them is that several 
current players may not be wearing purple next fall. 

One big question for UST’s hockey programs is the matter 

of facilities. The Tommies currently use Saint Thomas 
Academy’s arena, which holds about 1,000 fans, as their 
home ice. The general view is that a new arena is needed to 
attract top-notch players. Blasi noted that when he started 
at Miami, the RedHawks also played in a small arena. 
Eventually, a newer, larger place was built. 

Asked about this, Esten simply said, “We’re assessing 
options.”

Blasi also skipped the question. “My job is to recruit 
players,” he said. 

However, before that he’ll need to do what Tauer did and 
find some assistant coaches. That will likely be true for all the 
head coaches as they make the transition to Division I. 

At present, there are a few spring sporting events left for 
UST to participate in as a Division III school. As this was being 
written, the baseball, softball and both tennis teams were all 
undefeated in MIAC play.

STA, CDH pucksters back together in 2021-22
The recently completed boys’ high school hockey season 

was the first one in anybody’s memory where longtime rivals 

Saint Thomas Academy and Cretin-Derham Hall did not face 
each other. All that will change—perhaps in a big way—in 
2021-22. 

Coaches Trent Eigner of STA and Matt Funk of CDH have 
agreed to make up for lost time with two contests next 
season, including the season opener. If the rumor mill is to be 
believed, there might even be a third meeting. 

As a matter of routine, section designations for all high 
school sports are being shuffled around next year. Word 
is that CDH, which has been in Section 6AA with Edina, 
Benilde-Saint Margaret and others, will move to Section 3AA, 
which STA has dominated in recent years. Holy Angels will 
also move into that section, as will Minnehaha Academy’s 
cooperative team. 

On a side note, Gentry Academy, which rolled to a Class 
A state championship last month in its first year, will move 
up to Section 4AA. Life could be difficult there as Gentry will 
contend with Hill-Murray and White Bear Lake for a return 
trip to Xcel Energy Center.

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.

15b wright call
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CLASSIFIEDS
LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW

THE BEST Landscaping Services. 
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping. Design. 
Tree, shrub and plant knowledge, in-
stallation, grading, sodding, beds and 
gardens. Paver patios, walks, drives. 
Versa-Lok retaining walls. 651- 
227-2584; www.bluhmbrothers.com

LAWN SERVICE. Spring cleanups. 
Gutter cleaning/repair; dethatch-
ing, tree/bush service. Insured. 651- 
699-2832.

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow Removal. 
Hedge trimming. Highland resident. 
Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Dean, 651-298-0781.

TREE WORK & Stump Removal. A Tree 
Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

ALL YOUR GREEN needs. Mowing. 
Lawn Care. Landscaping. 20+ years’ in 
St. Paul. Call 651-695-1230.

*MONTHLY MOWING*
Starting at $140/month. 651-276-4396. 
SorensenLawnCare.com

*SWEET GRASS LANDSCAPING AND 
LAWN SERVICE*

Spring cleanup specials. Call Jim, 612-
245-6932.

SEASONAL CLEANUP. Brush removal, 
light tree trimming, rototilling, haul-
ing. Jud, 651-230-2354.

GARDEN ROTOTILLING. I can help you 
start or continue your garden plan-
ning for 2021. Experienced, reliable. 
Discount for community gardeners. 
Terry at 651-647-6078 or leave mes-
sage.

FLS. Lawn and Snow. Commercial. 
Residential. 651-442-0993. Freddies 
LawnandSnow.com

housecleaning
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable 
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates 
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

home serviceS   
CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*
Complete chair re-glue since 1960. 
651-699-4022.

JACKSON’S HANDYMAN Services. 
Get it fixed right! Specializing in 
work for seniors. 651-208-5996. 
SeniorHelpTwinCities.com

GREG’S HARDWOOD Floors, inc. 
Installation, sand and refinish. Free 
estimates. 651-214-4959. In business 
since 2002.

DECKS & WOOD Fences. New or re-
pairs. License #BC581059. Troy’s 
Decks & Fences, 651-210-1387.

JOE’S CARPET SERVICE. Restretching 
and repairs. 25+ years’ experience. 
612-369-5777 or bit.ly/joescarpet

LAMP REPAIR-ALL KINDS. RELIABLE 
AND INEXPENSIVE. I WILL SEE YOU IN 
A WHOLE NEW LIGHT. CALL OR EMAIL 
DOUG 612-747-6083; dclowman45@
gmail.com

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW  
Few things add more curb appeal than 
a thick, healthy lawn showcasing your 
beautifully landscaped property. 
Advertise your business in the Lawn 
and Landscape Classifieds in upcom-
ing Villagers. Call 651-699-1462 ext 10 
or email WantAds@MyVillager.com

*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
MURPHY’S LAWN & LANDSCAPE. 
30+ years. Local, family owned. 
Commercial. Residential. The best 
full service lawn and landscap-
ing in your neighborhood. pat@
PHMincorporated.com or www.
PHMincorporated.com

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, 
U of MN. Certified Nursery and 
Landscape Professional. Living Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 612-
868-7787; LandscapesByScott.com

home serviceS   
GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free es-
timates, 651-287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One Construction. 
Stop leaks. Hail and storm damage. 
Licensed plumbers and electricians 
working with us. Everything from 
basements to chimneys. Kitchens, 
bathrooms, all flooring (including 
hardwood), concrete, windows, brick 
block, painting. Siding and roofs. 
Insured. License #BC635082. Angie’s 
List! BBB. Free estimates. Jeff, 651-
285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in 
Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality work, 
30 years’ experience. 651-483-8581, 
Jerry.

*RELIABLEMAINTENANCE 
ANDREPAIR.COM*

Remodeling and Handyman Services. 
MN License #BC665235. 651-262-9765.

TILE & GROUT CLEANING. Re-Grouting, 
Re-Caulking, Sealing, Tile Repair & 
Restoration. Call Alex @ 651-343-0014 
or visit HohnandHohnRestoration.
com

home improvement
EVERYTHING DRYWALL. Sheetrock, 
plaster, textures, skim coating and 
painting. Insured. David, 612- 
554-3028.

YOUR LOCAL source for con-
crete work. Driveways, Sidewalks, 
Patios and More. Call 612-930-7071. 
NeighborhoodConcrete.com

home serviceS    
Villager Home Services category offers 
handyman, moving, window and gutter 
cleaning services, repair and clean out 
services, hauling, demolition, painting 
etc. Advertise YOUR Home Service in 
the next Villager! Call 651-699-1462 ext 
10 or email WantAds@MyVillager.com 

BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured, bonded. 
License #BC126373; 651-699-8900.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul busi-
ness since 2004. A+ rating with the 
Minnesota Better Business Bureau. 
Licensed/Insured. 651-387-2955 
LighthouseMoving.com

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It’s that time of year again! Protect 
your roof and have your gut-
ters cleaned today! Call Ryan, 651- 
690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

home improvement
ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High quality 
work at affordable rates. Full service 
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality Interior/
Exterior; 30+ years; good references. 
651-207-2249. stevepaintsmsp@
gmail.com

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing. 
Remodeling. Tile. Professional. 
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651-
276-7094.

BILL’S PAINTING. 38 years’ experience; 
painting, wallpaper, staining, textur-
ing. Plaster repairs. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Attention to detail. Call 
Bill, 612-790-1266.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. Kitchen, 
Bath specialty. 25+ years’ excep-
tional experience. Licensed. Insured. 
Martin, 612-701-5394.

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column 
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612- 
940-7591 or theturningpointwood 
works.com

MIKE MOHS Construction Co. All 
types roofing/gutters. Siding, win-
dows/skylights. Honesty and in-
tegrity for 50 years! Family owned, 
operated. Licensed, bonded, insured. 
#BC005456. Scott, 612-701-2209.

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815. Basement bath?

PRO TEAM PAINTING PLUS. Complete 
interior and exterior painting plus 
carpentry work. Contact Mike at 651-
917-2881 or email mikeproteampaint 
ingplus@gmail.com

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Walks, drives, 
patios, steps, brickwork and repairs. 
Resurface walls. Mark, 763-607-3941.

RUBEN’S CONCRETE. Free estimates. 
Steps, sidewalks, driveways. 30 years’ 
experience. 651-500-0980.

wanted to buy
DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique 
jewelry. We know and appreciate the 
value of your jewelry. R. F. Moeller 
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651- 
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, adver-
tising, beer memorabilia and more. 
651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz, 
Country, Soul, more. 651-224-4947.

REAL ESTATE
SUMMIT AVE Duplex for sale. Excellent 
location, great cash flow. No brokers 
please. Serious inquiries call 651- 
233-4577.

INVESTORS! PRIME corner location 
in MacGrove available. Maximize ex-
isting single family home or build 
income generating alternative. 651-
604-7521.

home improvement
PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential 
roofing. Local references. License 
#RR155317. Insured. Member BBB. Call 
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN’S PAINTING/Repair. Wood 
frame, stucco, power washing, glaz-
ing, staining, cement work. Insured. 
651-699-2832.

PAINTING. WALLPAPER. Patch. Interior. 
Exterior. Small jobs wanted. Jim, 612-
202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING, 
CEILING TEXTURING. MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BONDED,  INSURED.  MERRIAM 
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-224-3660; 
“A NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.” 
MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences, 
porches. Reasonable rates. Personal, 
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651- 
285-3237.

Classified & Legal Ads
Phone 651-699-1462

Email WantAds@MyVillager.com
Classified Categories, ad submission & more info 

available at MyVillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 5% discount for 

prepayment of 7 issues. 10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues. Legal 
notices are 60¢ per word. All classifieds and legals are prepaid by cash, 

check or credit card. We do not accept ads over the telephone.

Next Issue: April 28 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Deadline: April 21

Continued page 18

Fabulous Customer Reviews!
Experts specializing in…
 Patching Window/Stucco Repairs Stone—New & Repair
 New Stucco Re-Stucco Sandblasting

BUILDING THE FUTURE —
RESTORING THE PAST

Aaron Cole

Lance SmithSMITHCOLE.COM
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Serving Lakes Area Since
 1

95
2

Chileen
Painting

   greg@chileen.com      

612-850-0325

• Interior Painting   • Exterior Painting
• Wood Finishing   • Water Damage Repair

• Patching   • Enameling   • Insurance Claims

RESIDENTIAL   651690-4710  COMMERCIAL
mymnconcreteguy.com

LICENSED   •     bonded     •    insured

                           •  Exposed Aggregate
                       • Footings  • Foundations
                       • steps  • sidewalks  • Patios 
                      • Garage slabs  • driveways
                    • Patterned Concrete
            • Mortar-less retaining Wall systems

TM

www.landscapesbyscott.com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:
   612.868.7787

Quality brush &
stump removal
• Small Tree Removal  • Tree Prunning
• Hedge/Shrub Removal & Trimming

                   612-369-1987No Job too Small  
Call Mike Arborist

A T I M E R

A N D S C A P I N G

Custom design
installation

• Paver patios, sidewalks
& driveways

• Natural stone, or
block walls & stairs

• Privacy or ornamental fencing  • Shrub & tree planting
• Grading & Sodding

Call or email George for a FREE consultation & estimate at:
651.983.5969   LatimerLandscapingMN.com

™

Exteriors by DesignExteriors by Design

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior

• Free Estimates • References

                  Call Jesse 651-206-2454
#BC738852 ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

Mike McFeters • 612-481-0900
McFeeTreeService@gmail.com

• Tree Removal  • Storm Damage
• Fully Insured  • Free Estimates

McFee
tree service
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
music instruction

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All 
Ages. Online lessons available. Gene 
Swanson, 651-269-6983.

LIVE (or online) PIANO or Flute les-
sons at Sue Stevenson’s Music 
Teaching Studio In St .  Paul . 
Conservatory trained, References, 
25 years experience. 651-336-5529. 
Suestevenson357@gmail.com

PIANO TUNING/ REPAIR
GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered piano 
tuner/technician. See website for 
coupon. 651-644-3111.

home/health provider
IN-HOME CARE. Full services. 
Specializing in dementia, hospice. 
Certified. Insured. References. WE 
CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

HELP WANTED
This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising which is in vio-
lation of the law. No attention to race, 
color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, national origin, vet-
eran or disability status will be al-
lowed. Equal employment opportunity. 

SIGMA BEAUTY, developer and on-
line marketer of the finest quality 
beauty products, seeks applicants 
for Web Application Developer at its 
headquarters in Mendota Heights, 
MN. Design, create and modify Sigma 
website to optimize user experience 
and facilitate ecommerce. Analyze 
user needs to implement website 
content, graphics, performance and 
capacity. Integrate computer appli-
cations with Sigma website. Utilize 
variety of software applications to 
convert content to compatible web 
formats. Requirements: Bachelor’s 
degree in Information Technology 
field, plus 1 year web development 
experience to include creation of 
web interfaces and functionality. 
Use of following tools/technologies 
required: A/B split testing, Google 
Analytics, integration of .NET and 
C++ in HTML/CSS, Java applications 
for iOS and Android devices, Google 
Traffic Estimator, Node.js, PHP Script 
and MySQL, LESS.js and RequireJS, 
WordPress. Background implement-
ing e-commerce web technologies 
required. Experience gathering 
user requirements and developing 
web technology recommendations 
to senior management required. 
Experience may be part or fulltime. 
Send resume and detailed cover 
letter addressing all above require-
ments to hr@sigmabeauty.com Must 
have current work authorization 
without need for employer immi-
gration sponsorship. During normal 
business operation, this position is 
required to be in office which is lo-
cated in the Greater Minneapolis/St 
Paul, MN area.

housecleaning

NICCI MAIDS. Professional House    
cleaning Services. Bonded and in-
sured. References. 651-253-5561.

MB’S CLEANING SERVICE. 27 years in 
business. Spring cleaning specials. 
$50 off 1st cleaning. Gift certificates. 
651-225-1960. mbscleaning.com

L + A CLEAN MACHINE. Quality service. 
Good pricing. Residential and com-
mercial cleaning. 770-837-1333.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, per-
sonal touch. 10+ years’ experience. 
References. Letitia, 651-242-6523.

GREEN CLEAN your Home. Non-toxic 
cleaning. Healthier for your fam-
ily and the environment. Visit us at 
SuperiorGreenCleaning.com or call 
651-239-8752.

COMMERCIAL CLEANING
GREEN CLEAN your Business. Non-
toxic cleaning. Healthier for your em-
ployees, customers, and the 
environment. Visit us at Superior 
GreenCleaning.com or call 651- 
239-8752.

computer/internet/TV  
HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On site, 
free pickup, delivery, troubleshoot-
ing, upgrades, virus spyware removal, 
networking wired and wireless, in-
stallation. Great rates. 10 years in 
Highland. 651-698-7519; 651-470-3792. 

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service 
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-
207-8276.

office/PROOFREADING
WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription. 
Typing. Copy Editing. Legal, academic, 
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN
PROFESSIONAL WORDPRESS and 
WEBSITE DESIGN, development and 
maintenance. Graphic design of 
logos, flyers, invitations, newsletters, 
catalogs, brochures, etc. Fast, reason-
able and local. 25+ years’ experience. 
For more details, text 612-860-5137 or 
visit VelvetElvis.com

SEWING/TAILORING
HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations. 
Tailoring. Women. Men. 712 South 
Cleveland. 651-698-6117. Highland 
Tailors.com

ENTERTAINMENT
SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; weddings, 
private parties; listen at www.john 
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.

music instruction
PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University. 
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

Continued

“ Providing Effective 
Alternatives to 
Window Replacement”

 
 

“Proudly serving Saint Paul and surrounding areas since 2007” 
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• Weekly Lawn Care • Aerating 
• Cleanups    • Rock/Mulch 
• Weed Control   • Landscape 
• Fertilizer    • Brush Removal 

 
 
 
 

 
651.587.0141           Fully Licensed & Insured! 
Andrew@TrierweilerLS.com        Free Estimates! 
TrierweilerLS.com     References Available! 

10% OFF 
LAWN CARE SERVICES 

for new customers 

 
 

“Proudly serving Saint Paul and surrounding areas since 2007” 

 

Residential/Commercial 
• Weekly Lawn Care • Aerating 
• Cleanups    • Rock/Mulch 
• Weed Control   • Landscape 
• Fertilizer    • Brush Removal 

 
 
 
 

 
651.587.0141           Fully Licensed & Insured! 
Andrew@TrierweilerLS.com        Free Estimates! 
TrierweilerLS.com     References Available! 

10% OFF 
LAWN CARE SERVICES 

for new customers 

 
 

“Proudly serving Saint Paul and surrounding areas since 2007” 

 

Residential/Commercial 
• Weekly Lawn Care • Aerating 
• Cleanups    • Rock/Mulch 
• Weed Control   • Landscape 
• Fertilizer    • Brush Removal 

 
 
 
 

 
651.587.0141           Fully Licensed & Insured! 
Andrew@TrierweilerLS.com        Free Estimates! 
TrierweilerLS.com     References Available! 

10% OFF 
LAWN CARE SERVICES 

for new customers 

 
 

“Proudly serving Saint Paul and surrounding areas since 2007” 

 

Residential/Commercial 
• Weekly Lawn Care • Aerating 
• Cleanups    • Rock/Mulch 
• Weed Control   • Landscape 
• Fertilizer    • Brush Removal 

 
 
 
 

 
651.587.0141           Fully Licensed & Insured! 
Andrew@TrierweilerLS.com        Free Estimates! 
TrierweilerLS.com     References Available! 

10% OFF 
LAWN CARE SERVICES 

for new customers 

651.587.0141    TrierweilerLS.com
Andrew@TrierweilerLS.com

Fully Licensed & Insured!  Free Estimates!
References Available!

10% OFF
LAWN CARE SERVICES

for new customers

Landscape Design
Stone Masonry   Fencing

Patios & Walls

DotyHardscapes.com
612-618-7033

dotyhardscapes@gmail.com

ConCrete
Sidewalks & Steps

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
BRICK, BLOCK

& stuCCO RepaIR
Over 25 yrs. Experience

Lic • Bonded • Ins
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

651-373-1264
PanianConstruction.com

#BC319518Est. 1976

Repair & Rebuild

Tuckpointing
Chimneys

Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

Small Concrete Jobs
Bobcat & Dump Truck

Landscaping
◆ Retaining Walls

◆ Paver or Concrete Driveways, 
Slabs, Sidewalks & Patios

  ◆ Fine Grading & Sodding
  ◆ Water Problems

  Free estimates

 www.
 lundbergsbobcatservice.com
 Dorlen  612-910-3047

PLUMBING • REPAIR • REMODELING

All Star-Blue
    Star & Rounded reverse red

Master Plumber
Serving Highland Since 1984

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Free Estimates • 1 yr. warranty

Cell (612) 865-2369
~ No overtime charges ~
Angie’s Preferred List

Jack Stodola       MN #003414 PM

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

651-497-9891

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M

Byron Electric
Residential & Commercial

★ Free Estimates ★
612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR 
& TuCkpoinTing

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

ConCrete & 
Masonry

new, repair & replace
step repair

Bobcat • Dump Truck
Demolition • Landscaping

Gary 651-423-6666

Landscape

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com
651•436•6568

Jeff Menard

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls

patios – steps – Walks
      

Chad Arneson

Rating

LANDSCAPING 
& MATERIALS
Sand, gravel, topsoil & 

compost delivered
Call Botany Bob @ 651-271-7462

RUG CLEANING
Free pick up & delivery

Free Sanitizer application
Cleaned with non-toxic products

NatureWise ChemDry
651-341-0933 Text or Call
naturewisechemdry.com
West 7th ~ Locally Owned

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

Stump Grinding &
Ash Tree Injection
 ISA Certified Arborist
Dave  651 492 5216

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,

exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.
Call 651644-8567

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

ABEL’S CONCRETE

CELL: 651263-6572
FREE ESTIMATES

New & Repair • Foundation Repair
Brick • Tuckpointing • Concrete
Chimney Repair • Glass Block
Windows • Sidewalks & Steps

Remodeling • Painting • Roofing

LICENSED
INSURED

HELP WANTED
Get paid to exercise!

Newspaper delivery people for both employee
and independent contractor positions. 

 

Weekday and weekend routes available.
No early morning delivery.

CONTACT Brian Amundsen at
612-919-8626 or 651-487-1328

Independent Delivery Service
440 West Minnehaha Ave., St. Paul, MN 55103

We Now Accept

 Legal Listings!
Call us for details.

651-699-1462

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

Total Lawn Maintenance
Landscaping Projects
Shrub Maintenance

kernlawnservice.com
In business since 1984

Major Credit Cards aCCepted
651.207.5396

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

New CoNstruCtioN 
decks, doors, porches,

restoration & more

JL
OF

serViCes

651-276-8233

Remodel
Renovate
RestoRe
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

www.harlanfl oors.com • 612-251-4290

Local Service for Over 40 Years

• Installation
• Restoration
• Repairs
• Buff & Coat
“ We don’t cut corners – 
we scrape them!”

Harlan Hardwood SWJ NR2 2cx2.indd   1 7/22/11   5:22 PMMike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

his/her behalf, or in both capacities. I 
further certify that I have completed 
all required fields, and that the infor-
mation in this document is true and 
correct and in compliance with the 
applicable chapter of Minnesota 
Statutes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed this 
document under oath. Date filed: 
March 19, 2021 Signed by: Jackie 
Hamric Mailing Address: 40333 W 14 
Mile Rd Novi MI 48377 Email for 
Official Notices: jhamric@pts-tools.
com

STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The fil-
ing is required for consumer protec-
tion in order to enable consumers to 
be able to identify the true owner of 
a business. 1. List the exact assumed 
name under which the business is 
or will be conducted: Berkshire eS-
upply 2. List the Principal Place of 
Business: 40333 W 14 Mile Rd Novi MI 
48377 United States 3. List the name 
and complete street address of all 
persons conducting business under 
the above Assumed Name, OR if an 
entity, provide the legal corporate, 
LLC, or Limited Partnership name and 
registered office address: Berkshire 
Production Supply, LLC; 40333 W 14 
Mile Rd Novi MI 48377 United States 
4. I, the undersigned, certify that I 
am signing this document as the 
person whose signature is required, 
or as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this docu-
ment on his/her behalf, or in both 
capacities. I further certify that I have 
completed all required fields, and 
that the information in this docu-
ment is true and correct and in com-
pliance with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes. I understand 
that by signing this document I am 
subject to the penalties of perjury as 
set forth in Section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this document under oath. 
Date filed: March 19, 2021 Signed by: 
Jackie Hamric Mailing Address: 40333 
W 14 Mile Rd Novi MI 48377 Email for 
Official Notices: jhamric@pts-tools.
com

HELP WANTED
HOUSECLEANERS WANTED. $15 hour 
to start. Must be 18 and must have 
car. Certain paid holidays. 651- 
253-5561. 

for rent - residential
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment 
Homes available in the Highland 
Park and Crocus Hill areas. Call 
651-698-6111 today for rental in-
formation on several communities 
professionally managed by Mid 
Continent Management Corp. 

REGENCY CONDO FOR RENT. 1 
Bedroom + Den/Office. 2 Bath. 
Sunroom. Laundry. Indoor Parking. 
Heat Paid. Many Amenities. $1495. 
Call 651-208-0072 for Information.

ROOMS FOR RENT
ROOM FOR rent. Highland Park. 
Available now. $600. Fred, 701- 
260-9969.

LEGAL NOTICES
STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The fil-
ing is required for consumer protec-
tion in order to enable consumers to 
be able to identify the true owner of 
a business. 1. List the exact assumed 
name under which the business is or 
will be conducted: PTSolutions 2. List 
the Principal Place of Business: 40333 
W 14 Mile Rd Novi MI 48377 United 
States 3. List the name and complete 
street address of all persons con-
ducting business under the above 
Assumed Name, OR if an entity, pro-
vide the legal corporate, LLC, or 
Limited Partnership name and regis-
tered office address: Berkshire 
Production Supply, LLC; 40333 W 14 
Mile Rd Novi MI 48377 United States 4. 
I, the undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or as 
agent of the person(s) whose signa-
ture would be required who has au-
thorized me to sign this document on 

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

ISA Certified Arborists
Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough
Tree Service

      HYDEAND
     HARMSEN
 C O N S T R U C T I O N

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

HageConcrete.com

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/
    Skim Coating
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                          HEATING INC.

 651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service

 • Clean • Repair • Install
  www.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured                

Burton R. Johnson    
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373 
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Serving area since 1973

651699-8900

LEGAL NOTICES

Lic. #RR155317Licensed • Bonded • Insured
PatesRoofing.com

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

• Trimming  • Removals  • Stumps

651  699-7022 ( C ) 612 414-9241   rogertree.com

Roger’s
Tree

Service

ASh TReATmenTS “ Infuse it or LOSe it”

Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

Licensed / Insured / Free Estimates

Certified Arborist

Affordable Rates Year Round

Tree Removal • Crane Service
Stump Grinding

Tree & Shrub Pruning & More
   24 HR Emergency Service

   651.690.3200allseasonstreemn.com
Certified Arborist / 32 Yrs Exp

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

BASEMENT WINDOW GUY
Replacement Windows 
Glass Block Windows
FREE ESTIMATES  651-208-8210
BasementWindowGuy.com
Lic: BC646746   Frank Gardner Construction LLC

Join the more than

7,000
people who follow the

Villager
on Facebook.

Facebook.com/TheVillagerMN/

BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
• Installation  • Repair  • Refinishing
• Sanding (Dust Free)  • 18 yrs exp

Free Estimates
 651-230-7232    952-292-2349
 escobarflooring@gmail.com

Check out the
Service Directory 

online @
MyVillager.com

Odis quia volor magnist, velique et quam quam, unt adit ab init ommod quam et eat 
volupta quiate la cus, sequi repro expelique et que elis quias magnate laut moluptati cor 
alibusc iatium aut estotas mi, odit, sam fugias ut fugit, odigent oressequi num sitae nul-
lantem quia nonse oditioresto que vendemp orectem porate vidionsequis dolore pressim 
non consecaboria sim sit apiet quundam, qui re eosa intur. Buy it from Merriam Park 
Repair, 444 N. Prior, Saint Paul. 651-645-1443. www.YourWebSiteHere.com

Merriam Park Repair

Merriam Park Repair
444 N. Prior • St. Paul, MN  55104 • 651-645-1443

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

Tune up your mower NOW!
We service most makes and sell NEW!
 •• In business since 1989 ••

Pickup & Delivery
• Established 1989 •

444 N. Prior • St. Paul  55104 • 651-645-1443
Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

You need 
a patio or 
landscape 
update! 

HINDING COMPANY
HEAT ING & A IR

S I N C E  1 9 3 6

• Furnace   • Boiler   • A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303
www.hindingheating.com

915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

“Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”



    

    

coldwellbankerhomes.com

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

Jim burton
651-690-8556

morAGHAn DeroSiA
952-486-3697

CLAirE biSAnZ DiStAD
651-307-7260

miCHELE DumonD
651-283-7996

GAry fAbEL
651-334-3659

kArEn kELJik
612-414-3245

SArAH kinnEy
651-282-9621

mikE JAmbor
612-889-9773

AnitA C. HiLL
651-707-6408

myA HonEyWELL
tHE HivE

651-329-3619

kriStA WoLtEr
612-247-5106

LoLLy mCnEELy
SALmEn

612-810-4138

PAtriCk rubLE
651-230-0903

PHiLiP m. WAHLbErG
651-336-2410

JoE ovErHAuG
651-338-2639

briAn WAGnEr, m.ED.
651-497-4387

miCHAELA tooHEy
651-253-6830

bryAn bEDESSEm
612-382-8415

robbiE GroSSmAn
651-434-7887

tJ PiErrEt
651-755-6669

DAviD noyES, Jr. 
rEAL EStAtE GrouP

651-233-0748

tom EDELStEin, CrS
HEnry EDELStEin, CrS

651-695-4300

AnnE kirCHnEr
651-335-3388

LiLy nEWSon
651-227-9144

 

     

SOLD OVER LIST PRICE!     
Call Robbie Grossman today at 651-434-7887, 
or email at RLGrossman@cbrealty.com for a free 
consultation for all of your real estate needs! You 
can be assured you will receive the utmost
integrity, communication, guidance &
superior service from The Robbie Grossman
Group. Don’t delay, contact us today!

   robbie GrossmAn
       651-434-7887

VInTagE COnDO!
at 1753 Marshall Avenue. Two bedroom 
and one bath, hardwood floors thru out. 
Updated kitchen and bath. Large stor-
age closet or office space. 
Shared patio and gardens. 
vaspaniolo@cbburnet.com

VirGiniA sPAniolo 
651 402-7412 • $164,000

DEb SouCHErAy
651-263-0552

SOLD BEfORE IT WEnT On ThE MaRkET!
It’s a great time to sell!  We helped the 
owners of this Merriam Park property sell in 
multiple offers  before going on the market.  
Homes in St. Paul are in high demand – 
contact us for complimentary consultation!
miCHAelA tooHey 
PHiliP wAHlberG 
651-282-9617

1665 SELBy aVE
Wonderfully maintained fourplex in a prime St. 
Paul location, close to restaurants, colleges, 
bus lines and shopping.  All 4 units are fully 
occupied.  The building has a 
newer roof, windows, kitchens 
and bathrooms.    

        tom distAd
  612-432-4771 • $799,900

500 nORTh 2nD ST #114
Riverstation Condo in NORTH LOOP.
Accepted offer in just 5 days on the 
market…I would love to help you sell 
your home with ease and
trouble free! Call/text me to
discuss your options!

tJ Pierret 
651-755-6669 • $349,900

SOLD

JuST LISTED!!!
2155 Bayard: Stunning 3-bedroom Tudor 
style in impeccable condition, updated 
kitchen with large eating area. Fabulous  
2nd floor bedroom with ideal
space for a bath, delightful
rear porch and deck.     

         Jim burton
  651-690-8556 • $439,900

2461 nEMITz aVE E, MaPLEWOOD, Mn 55119
Beautiful chef’s kitchen with large island, combo 
wall ovens, gas cooktop and farmhouse sink. This 
2,195 sf home has 4BR’s, 3BA’s, 4-season porch,  
family room, & a media room with bar.
The backyard is built for barbecues,
swimming and evenings by the fire.
Let’s have a conversation!     
      deb souCHerAy
  651-263-0552 • $380,000

 Just

  L
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d!

CaREfREE LIfESTyLE!
Discover this spacious & bright 2BR, 2BA Wilder 
condo, boasting fabulous updated kitchen, SS applianc-
es, walk in pantry. Den, inviting walk-out porch, “hidden” 
in-unit laundry. Garage stall, great 
association amenities & location! 
1181 Edgcumbe Road #116. *click 
on www.teamedelstein.com  

Henry edelstein crs
651-270-1667 • $134,000

EVERMOOR MaSTERPIECE!   
Simply splendid 5BR, 4BA walk-out in an incredible 
setting w/waterfall & pond. Elegant formal dining 
room, glorious great room, luxurious owner’s suite. 
Three fireplaces, handsome family 
room, beautiful maple floors, 3-car 
& more! 13143 Danube Lane. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

tom edelstein CRS, ABR
651-695-4300 • $695,000

MaCgROVE gEM! 254 MaCaLESTER STREET   
Beautiful sunny and open floorplan offers great 
entertaining spaces with easy access to delight-
ful back yard deck with pergola. 3 BR’s up and 
2BA’s. Finished LL with office 
space. Walkable to restaurants, 
coffee shops, shopping and more! 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

sue JoHnson crs, Gri
651-329-1264 • $454,900

CaLLIng aLL hOMEOWnERS!   
Buyers are looking for YOUR home! If 
you are thinking of selling, NOW is the 
time!!  The market it unbalanced and 
in YOUR favor! Call us today! 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

   sue JoHnson crs, Gri
        651-329-1264

267 MaRIa aVE   
Located in Historic Dayton’s Bluff District, this 
1905 home is a GEM! Hip, cool, funky! Amazing 
space and sunlight! Generous room sizes and 
high ceilings. Casual and wel-
coming eat-in kitchen. Original 
character and charm abound!  
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

sue JoHnson crs, Gri
651-329-1264

1472 ChERRy hILL In MEnDOTa hghTS – PREMIER OffER!
First time available in 36 years is this exception-
ally large Cape Cod w/tremendous curb appeal 
& rare side-load garage! 5BR’s on one floor, 
4BA’s, all the wanted gathering 
space includes family & exercise 
rooms;  situated majestically on 
lot. Call Lolly for details!

lolly mCneely sAlmen 
612-810-4138 • $599,000
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1455 JaMES – PREMIER OffER!
1917 Craftsman updated with 4+BR’s, 3BA’s, all 
the woodwork of the era & space for your growing 
family. Meticulously maintained and improved in 
the heart of Macalester Groveland 
– walkability factor a 10+ to coffee 
shops, area schools, grocery and 
eateries. Call Lolly for details!

lolly mCneely sAlmen 
612-810-4138 • $425,000

 N
ew
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g!

lolly mCneely sAlmen 
612-810-4138 • $1,975,000
morAGHAn derosiA
952-486-3697 • $1,975,000

CLaREnCE JOhnSTOn DESIgnED COTTagE!  
Sits atop the bluff at 34 Kenwood Parkway offering 
panoramic views & stately yet livable sun-drenched 
space completely renovated. Luxury finishes for 
4BR’s, 5BA’s, 7+car heated garage & dog run. 
Entertainment center & wine grotto.  Impeccable.

 N
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SOLD
SOLD

JuST STEPS TO hIghLanD VILLagE!
Completely updated 3 bedroom, 2 bath bun-
galow with with eat-kitchen and bright sun-
drenched space. New windows, mechanicals 
and decor makes this doll house 
ready to move in! Central air 
and two car garage. Call Lolly 
Salmen for details 612-810-4138.

lolly mCneely sAlmen 
612-810-4138 • $334,900
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