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Sweet sounds

Jazz aficionados soak
up tunes at Chandler’s

Downtown Jazz Festival.

Photo essay by Billy
Hardiman. Pages 1,
20-21.

Space bound

Tempe woman sky high as

Space X launch approaches.

Page 3.

Finally together

Parents adopted a family and
kids adopted a long-awaited
new lifestyle. Page 6.
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Marcos grad returns to Or visit

home field following serious WranglerNews com
injury. Page 16. )




HUGE INVENTORY!

OF PRE-OWNED VEHICLES
SILVERADOS
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CHOOSE
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FROM

$12,995"

1 EaOOSE

——— BROWSE OUR ENTIRE INVENTORY '

TRUCKS, LARGE SUVs, HARD TO FIND VEHICLES - WE HAVE THEM ALL!

1150 N. 54th St., Chandler —
[7:19471/i)7 480-735-0399 - www.FreewayChevy.com  e=roe

‘n"ﬂnﬂlﬂ/ *Silverado stock #210740A, Tahoe stock #P4716A, Suburban stock #P4733. Prices are plus tax, title, lic, $228 VTR fee and $499 doc fee. Customer or Dealer added
equipment will increase cost. Cannot combine with other offers or promotional financing unless otherwise indicated. Financing is OAC. Photos for illustration only,
dealer not responsible for typographical errors. Only while supplies last. Offers may change without notice.
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Sian Proctor, a lover of all things space and
a professor of geology at South Mountain
Community College, was selected as a
crewmember for Space X's Inspiration 4.

Tempe prof’s art, poetry launch her
onto first all-civilian SpaceX mission

Story & photo by Samuel Voas

wranglernews.com

r. Sian Proctor sits near a window
D in her Tempe home art studio

and office. The wall behind her is
an asymmetrical pastiche of space-theme
drawings and watercolors.

The work has a dreamlike quality that
borders on psychedelic. She calls it space
art.

A collection of 20 or so postcard-
size vignettes feature a candy-colored
cosmonaut floating through stippled
starscapes, peering down at polychrome
planets.

In each scene, the character’s face
is obscured by her space helmet. But
somehow, the identity of Proctor’s
spacewalking character is no mystery.

It’s her.

One imagines that behind the rounded
visor, the face of a two-dimensional Sian
Proctor is beaming across the cartoon

cosmos with school-girl elation.

The expression is not hard to
imagine. The 51-year-old South Mountain
Community College professor grins with
the infectious joy of a child as she talks
about the inspiration behind her celestial
art.

It’s impossible not to smile back.

Since she was a little girl, Proctor has
dreamed of going to space. Perhaps this
should come as no surprise, given that
her father was a NASA-contracted engineer
who worked on the Apollo 11 mission,
helping Neil Armstrong take that one
small step. In fact, Proctor was born 8 1/2
months after the 1969 moon landing.

“So, I consider myself a moon-
celebration baby,” she said, grinning.
“Space is kind of in my blood.”

Now, decades later, that pencil-drawn
childhood dream is set to become a reality,
and all thanks to her art.

—ASTRONAUT, Page 18

Chandler's performance bonus wins a ‘wow’ reaction
Austere measures, staff's sacrifice credited for $5 mil in funding

By Lee Shappell

wranglernews.com

handler reached
into its pocket and
found $5.53 million

to reward city employees
who’d gone without raises
and were stretched thin

Lee Shappell

during the COVID-19 pandemic, a move
that largely was applauded by city residents
on various social-media sites.

“My reaction was a surprised ‘wow
face,”” said Chandler resident Katie Taylor,
seemingly reflecting the sentiment across
the city during her interview with Wrangler
News. “I love that the city rewarded its
employees for their sacrifice and hard work
over the last year.”

Every Chandler full-time employee who
was with the city as of Dec. 31, 2020, and
remained employed through March 27,
will be receiving a one-time exceptional-
performance award of $3,000 this month
and every part-time employee who was
onboard during those dates will get $1,500
as a reward for their efforts during the

— BONUS, Page 8

Residents
largely OK with
council’s move
to keep masks

Face coverings
still required
in businesses,
public places

By Lee Shappell
wranglernews.com

fter Tempe City
Council on April
affirmed that

the city will continue
to enforce its facemask
mandate in all public
places, effective
immediately, public
reaction generally was
favorable.

Predictably, not
everyone embraced the
move, however.

A mayoral
proclamation requiring
face coverings had been
in place in Tempe since
June 18, 2020, after Gow.
Doug Ducey allowed
local governments to
enact such measures.

However, on March
25, Ducey issued an

— MASKS, Page 10



We are open for all of your dental
emergencies during these trying times!

HAVE A
BROKEN

TOOTH OR
BEEN TOLD
YOU NEED
A CROWN? 57 ot

NOW WELCOMING NEW PATIiENTS! FREE CONSULTATION!

Come see the experts for quality
crowns at exceptional prices. We'll
also replace missing teeth with bridges
and provide cosmetic crowns to create \Q //’
you a confident smile you deserve—all ﬁ"
affordable, just $649 per unit!

*If your insurance covers 50% of the cost of the crown,
your insurance will reimburse you $324.50.

Call Today!
480-349-1140

www.azcrowncenter.com

2490 W. Ray Road, Suite 2
Chandler, AZ 85224 0O ©®

Vaccination remains vital
Dignity doc: Now is no time to relax vigilance

By Joyce Coronel
Wranglernews.com

More than 4 million doses of the
vaccine that protects against COVID-19
have been administered to Arizonans
since December and cases of the
disease have been declining for the
last 10 weeks, according to the Arizona
Department of Health Services.

But now is not the time for
complacency, health officials warn.

Dr. Omar Gonzalez, an
epidemiologist with Dignity Health,
is urging Arizonans 16 and older who
haven’t yet been vaccinated to do so
now.

“We all are hoping deep down
in our hearts,” Gonzalez said. “The
sooner we get the vaccine for the
whole population, the better.”

And while some who have received
the second dose report nausea,
fever, body aches, chills and other
unpleasant side effects, Gonzalez
maintains these issues are transitory in
nature.

“Yes, it’s true that many people
experience higher side effects at
the second dose, however those
side effects are not severe” and can
be treated with over-the-counter
medications like Tylenol or ibuprofen,
Gonzalez said. “Drink plenty of fluids.
It lasts for a very short period of time.

“When people face a natural
infection, definitely those symptoms
are far worse and more dangerous and
deadly.”

Gonzalez practices what he
preaches and received both doses of
the vaccine himself.

“That day, I was on call so I did
my dose in the morning. Two hours
later I took my Tylenol/ibuprofen,”
Gonzalez said. “I did a couple of
doses just in case—I didn’t want to
feel ill. Essentially it worked. I had
the injection-site pain but it was really
mild and nothing that kept me away
from work.”

As for those who still fear the
vaccine, Gonzalez said he and
others have worked hard to educate
the public about the safety and

Dr. Omar Gonzalez, a Dignity Health

epidemiologist, speaks out on the urgency

of vaccination against the COVID-1g virus.
Photo courtesy Dignity Health

effectiveness of the vaccine.

“The fact that it was fast-tracked,
that’s why people become a little bit
anxious about it, but it followed the
scientific method, all the phase 1,

2 and 3 trials were conducted and
completed,” Gonzalez said.

All of that data was vetted by FDA
and all their entities including the
Advisory Committee for Immunization,
according to Gonzalez. He also said
the Arizona Task Force for COVID-19
Vaccine Safety and Efficacy conducted
an independent evaluation of the
vaccines that are currently available in
Arizona.

“We reviewed all the data—
we reviewed the clinical trial
essentially—and we concluded that it
is a safe vaccine and a vaccine that is
efficacious... It is very important to get
this vaccine.”

Two different variants of COVID-19
have popped up in Arizona, causing
some to question if a different vaccine
will be necessary at some point.
Gonzalez said 62 cases of the UK
variant, B117, have been reported in
Arizona. Four cases of the Brazilian
strain have also been reported in
the state. “No one seems to know

—VACCINE, Page 19



Profile . .. Anderson Conkle

With an Eagle eye and an artistic bent, teen earned dual rewards from his 8-foot mural

To Anderson Conkle, the path to becoming an Eagle
Scout seemed more than just a bit daunting. Among the
required projects to qualify for Eagle rank, Anderson
decided to paint a 25-foot by 8-foot mural as part of a
recently unveiled beautification plan at Desert Cross
Church, which hosts Troop 379, of which he is a longtime
member.

The first step, the 14-year-old recounted, was
to recruit supplies for the project, in itself a slightly
intimidating challenge. Not so much as it turned out,
though. A number of the business owners he approached
for help were surprisingly receptive, Anderson said.

One, Andrew Blatnick, the owner of AAA Paint
and Supply, a Benjamin Moore store at Warner and
McClintock, stood out among the other business people.

“Mr. Blatnick donated all of the primer and paint
required for the mural, which totaled several hundred
dollars,” said Anderson.” I am very grateful for the
generosity to my project and the contributions to our
local community.”

As to Blatnick, who said he is approached regularly for
contributions, Anderson’s approach apparently surpassed
the usual.

“It is always a tough choice to decide who to help
when asked,” said Blatnick. “Anderson presented himself
well and asked for help with his project, which in itself
can be challenging to do. His project added color and
character to Desert Cross Church, and Anderson did a

Anderson Conkle’s Eagle Scout project took shape at Desert
Cross Lutheran Church, thanks to the generosity of AAA
Paint & Supply — Photo courtesy Anderson Conkle

very good job with the mural.

“It is always gratifying to be able to help the
community that supports our stores in Tempe and we are
impressed with the level of professionalism displayed by
Anderson as well as his artistic abilities.”

Anderson, a freshman at Horizon Honors Secondary

School in Ahwatukee, said Desert Cross Church, of which
his family is a member, seemed the perfect beneficiary of
any philanthropic ventures he might undertake.

“The church is charter sponsor for the troop, so
there’s a connection through that,” said Anderson, who
approached the pastor and proposed a mural for the wall,
“and they all really liked it.”

The next stop involved several area businesses,
including Blatnick’s store, followed by meetings with
church members and, ultimately, time at a computer to
digitally design what the finished project would look like.

And so the work began, aided by other troop members
and volunteers within the community.

Now that it’s completed, Anderson reflects on what he
learned in the process.

“I think it was a good experience in terms of
leadership and organizing. I had done nothing of
this scale before, so it was really a great opportunity
to learn how to plan things and go to the stores (for
contributions); how to be professional , to email people
and get things coordinated.”

When and how will Anderson be inducted into Eagle
Scout rank? “The general process is [ have to putin a
report and get letters of recommendation. And also
there’s an Eagle (Scout) board that meets once month.”

That time, Anderson said, can’t come too soon. “I'm
thinking it could go for May, hopefully by summer.”

Randy Goff
Broker/Owner

More Choices

It’s a great time to refinance.
Rates are still incredibly low.

Take advantage of your home equity
with a cash out refinance.

Offering jumbo loans up to 90% LTV.

Close on a loan in the next 60 days and
receive a FREE appraisal ($500 value!)

No out of pocket cost refi available.

Chandler Mortgage

¢ Your small, hometown mortgage broker.

¢ One stop for all your home financing needs.
¢ Local and trusted. Check out my online reviews.
¢ Call today - 5 minutes could save you thousands!

Go local and get more VALUE with lower rates, more choices, and superior service!

LENDER

| ChandlerMortgage.com

25 years experience in the mortgage and real estate industry.

480-390-4995
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| Handcrafted Sandwnches Salads
Coffee and Goodies Made Fresh

Buy any Sandwich or Salad
Get One Free!

with the purchase of two drinks.
Cannot be combined with other offers Expires 4/30/21

Come, relax, and stay coolin our |

misted breezeway!

480-777-1141
NW Corner @ McClintock
www.TempeGreatHarvest.com
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Lacey and Michael Vega, parents of four biological children, are in the process of adopting

three children who were removed from their mother’s custody.

— Photo by Samuel Voas

Kids neglected in foster care find a
‘special place’ with new home, new love

By Joyce Coronel

hree children who have endured

the horrors of abuse and neglect

have found fierce advocates and
a loving home with Michael and Lacey
Vega, members of First Baptist Church
of Tempe.

Lacey, raised in poverty in South
Carolina, said she moved across the
country years ago to make an “entirely
different life” for herself, keeping
her distance from troubled family
members. She’s been endeavoring to
gain custody of her cousin Samantha’s
children for years. A deaconess at First
Baptist, Lacey said she grew up with
Samantha.

Caught up in a lifestyle of drug
abuse, Samantha’s children were taken
from her by the state of South Carolina
and placed with an aunt—the same
aunt who raised Samantha.

“I've always had a special place for
Samantha in my heart,” Lacey said.
“She was never really taught how to
parent or how to do life. So every time

she had a child, they wound up going
to my aunt.”

The aunt, it turns out, was abusive
and neglectful, Lacey said. “Over the
years Samantha, their mom, would call
me and tell me when things would
happen. It would just eat at us, but
there was no way we could get them
until it got just really out of control.”

As the children got older, they
began to speak of the trauma they
were living at their aunt’s house.

“When all of that happened, it was
like Child Protective Services finally
listened to us and we were able to get
them,” Lacey said. The three children
came to live with the Vegas last year in
the midst of the pandemic, joining a
rather cramped household.

That’s because the Vegas were
already the parents of four biological
children: Ethan, 14; Jasmine, 9; Ezzy,
7; and Nathaniel, 3. Also living in the
smallish house was Lacey’s mother.

“We had 10 people in 1,900 square

— ADOPTION, Page 19



A fluttering heart is
a romantic idea.
But not a healthy one.

1 in 4 adult Americans over the age of 40 could develop
an irregular heartbeat.

Those odd sensations, a fluttering feeling in your chest, erratic heartbeats? The fact
is, irregular or abnormal heartbeats, known as arrhythmia, aren’t normal at all, and
they definitely aren’t to be ignored. It could be atrial fibrillation or other heart rhythm
disorders—conditions that may cause the electrical impulses of the heart to happen
too fast, too slowly, or erratically, when left undiagnosed and untreated.

The first step in protecting yourself is a heart health checkup with one of our heart
rhythm experts at the Dignity Health Heart Arrhythmia Center — Chandler Regional
Medical Center. Now’s the time to schedule a consultation with our experts at
LearnAboutArrhythmia.org or call 480-728-5500.

Hello humankindness:

<§€> Dignity Health.
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—— SENIOR LIVING —

Join our community
— you’ll love it here!

WE OFFER INDEPENDENT LIVING,
ASSISTED LIVING AND SECURE MEMORY CARE.

Our Tempe campus features beautiful landscaping, lots of
green grass, heated pool, Jacuzzi, and lots of shaded areas
under trees to relax outdoors. We have weekly housekeeping,
a beauty salon, exercise programs, grocery services, language
classes, and a full activities schedule.

Bonus

From Page 3

COVID-19 pandemic.

Chandler City Council unanimously
approved those awards, totaling an
estimated $5.53 million, to 1,522 full-
time employees on April 8 after the
city fared better fiscally than expected
through the pandemic.

Acting City Manager Josh Wright
cited “city employees’ outstanding
performance over the past year”
in making the recommendation to
the Council that the exceptional-
performance pay be included in
employees’ April 15 paychecks.

“We truly do have the very best
people in Chandler. I've witnessed
that every day in the four years that
I've worked here,” Wright said.

“They are second to none. They
have endured a very, very difficult
year and they have thrived through
it, and it’s so creative how they
have provided great service to our
community. I know this (award)
means a tremendous amount to our
employees.”

Wright pointed out that many
employees took on additional
responsibilities while covering jobs
beyond their own when staffing
vacancies occurred and went unfilled.

“This is an item that Council was
very much behind,” Mayor Kevin
Hartke said. “Council worked with our
city staff to take strong measures to
reduce city spending. This included
a hiring freeze, a travel freeze and
all sorts of other things, very austere
measures over the past year, because
we did not know the impact or the full
result of what this pandemic was going
to do.”

For the current fiscal year, a
decision was made to hold pay
increases for employees until the city
could fully realize the impact that the
pandemic would have on revenues
and operations, Wright said.

Chandler, it turned out, performed
better than the revised budget during
the unprecedented time. During
a typical year, the city anticipates
vacancy savings of 1.5 percent of
total personnel costs, according to

Wright. During fiscal year 2020-21,
Chandler is estimating vacancy savings
of more than 3.0 percent ($5 million)
in General Fund and more than 4
percent ($8 million) in all funds

due to the high number of vacant
positions.

“We had several million dollars in
savings because we ended up with
about 120 positions in that hiring
freeze that we did not fill,” Hartke
said. “Out of those vacancy savings,
we want to reinvest a significant
amount of those dollars back into our
employees.

“I do want to personally thank
Team Chandler for its dedication
during this past year, during this
pandemic. It’s been extremely hard.
... And through these daunting
challenges, Team Chandler rose to
the occasion and worked tirelessly to
ensure our residents’ quality of life
and to achieve access to services were
unaffected. I'm very proud of Team
Chandler and the innovation displayed
by staff to overcome challenges.”

Council member Rene Lopez added
that many additional unpaid people,
who aren’t on staff and won’t be
receiving a bonus, helped keep the
city on track through the past year.

“There is a vast number of
volunteers in our citizenry that help
out on our boards and commissions
and provide us advice and guidance,”
Lopez said. “Those individuals sacrifice
their time with families and friends in
order to help keep our city running.

I do want to thank them for their
contributions the past year, too.”

Please note: Our Deadline
Dates Have Changed

Space reservation is Friday,
April 23 for our May 1 edition

Space reservation is Friday, May
7, for our May 15 edition

Space reservation is Friday, May
28, for our June 5 edition

Space reservation is Friday,
June 11 for our June 19 edition




Tempe honors high school grads
who choose military over college

Not everyone who graduates from
high school plans to attend college
immediately after they graduate. Some
enter the military, and the city of
Tempe holds an annual event to honor
Tempe Union High School District
graduates for their spirit of service.

The annual ceremony, Tempe
Community Salutes, takes place
Monday, April 26, at Tempe Center for
the Arts by invitation only.

"One of the things that came about
5-6 years ago was we noticed there are
a lot of high school kids that go into
the military right after high school,”
said Tempe Councilmember Robin
Arredondo-Savage. “We want to say
thank you before they even go and
we want to ensure they know we are
here for them. We want them to come
home and back to Tempe and have a
great quality of life.”

Tempe Salutes was the first
program of its kind in the state to

demonstrate support for high school
seniors entering the military.

Each recruit will receive a
commemorative 'First to Say Thank
You' coin before they deploy. This
will be the seventh year of Tempe
Community Salutes, which was
Arredondo-Savage's vision.

Ret. Col. Wanda Wright, USAF,
director of the Arizona Department
of Veterans Services, will speak at the
gathering.

“She’s awesome,” Arredondo-
Savage said. “She comes and speaks to
the families and parents and says, ‘hey,
we appreciate you too and we know
this is going to be hard.””

“It’s a big deal because we
celebrate all the kids who are going
off to college and all the great
scholarships,” Arredondo-Savage said.
“And this (military service) is a big
sacrifice for that individual and their
families. I'm forever grateful for them.”

Michelle Branton Locke
DNP, AGNP-C
Tempe Resident
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SENSE WELLNESS CLINIC

* Hormone therapy for men and women
* Energy shots

* PDO thread nonsurgical facelifts

* Kybella

* Dysport
AGE WELL « FEEL WELL

Integrating wellness medicine
and aesthetics to optimize your
health so you look and
feel great!

www.senseclinics.com

480-819-5700

Chandler Cares

The City of Chandler Cares team is available to assist you
and your family. If you have experienced a loss of income,
have unexpected expenses or are in need of food,
medical, utility, rental or other assistance, call
480-782-4302 or email the team at
chandler.cares@chandleraz.gov.




lifelongilearn
begins here

fun begins
here

friendships
begin here

School District No.3

;i empe Elementar chool Dlstrlct

ow Enrollmg Preschool-8th Grade

or 2021-2022 School Year
- www.tempeschools.org/enroll

growing begins

excitement
begins here

School Starts Monday, August 2, 202

Visit our website today and use our new school finder feature to view our diverse
programs & opportunities. We offer nationally recognized music programs, STE
classes, a dual language program, world languages, project-based learning

www.tempeschools.org - Click School Finder in the upy

Masks

From Page 3

executive order prohibiting the mask mandates of
local governments.

Tempe is among municipalities, along with
Phoenix, Tucson, Pima County and Flagstaff, that
chose to keep mask mandates in place, going against
Ducey’s latest executive order.

Then, on April 9, Ducey signed into law a
measure that allows businesses not to enforce mask
mandates. In HB 2770, “a business in this state
is not required to enforce on its premises a mask
mandate that is established by this state, a city, a
town or county or any other jurisdiction of this
state.”

Ducey said that because the state never had a
mandatory state-wide mask mandate, and its largest
cities did not enforce one, it left the responsibility to
local businesses.

“The state needs to be able to enforce long-
standing workplace safety and infection-control
standards unrelated to COVID-19,” Ducey said. “I am
signing this bill, ensuring that our small businesses
will no longer be required to enforce mandates
imposed on them by their cities who are choosing
not to enforce it themselves.”

It seemingly clouds the issue of whether or not
masks are required in cities that ignored Ducey’s
March 25 executive order.

But perhaps not. The measure that he signed on
April 9 becomes law three months after the current
Legislative session ends, which pushes the effective
date at least into July. By then, anyone who wants a
COVID-19 vaccine will have had a chance to get one,
and numbers could be so low that cities like Tempe
that chose to ignore Ducey’s executive order will
have repealed their own mask mandates.

Until then, mandates like Tempe’s remain in
effect.

Tempe Communications and Media Relations
Manager Nikki Ripley said that emails have come in
to the Council, mostly thank-you messages for taking
the action. She acknowledged that there also have
been some messages of concern or opposition to
the decision. On Facebook and Twitter, reactions to
the city posts about the decision are overwhelmingly
positive.

Among those who aren’t excited about the
Tempe Council’s decision is Warner Ranch resident
Tess Powers, 57, a travel consultant.

“That’s why I got the vaccine,” Powers said. “That
and the mortality rate is still 2 percent. The whole
idea of getting the vaccine out is so we can return to
normal. Arizona has done a great job getting citizens
vaccinated. That’s something I initially wasn’t going
to do, to tell the truth, because it was kind of
rushed in the making. Then people started getting
vaccinated and side effects rare were rare.



“They’re bowing to the cancel
culture of the left. I think the mask
mandate was a good thing in the
beginning, especially a year ago,
because of how transmittable it was
and obviously the mortally rate. For
them to say now that we still need to
mask and social distance, I'm tired of
that narrative.”

Powers pointed out that small
businesses, in particular, have been
damaged during the pandemic.

“Lots of family-run businesses that
have been around for a very long
time lost everything and closed their
doors,” Powers said. “These mandates
continue to hurt them. I want to see
my local community thrive.

“If you are afraid, you have every
right to stay home, or every right to
mask up. But it’s time to let the rest of
us live.”

The Tempe Council’s unanimous
consensus was that the city’s mask
mandate will be enforced again at all
places of public accommodation in the
city, including at all businesses, public
transit and city facilities. The April 8
action during it Work Study Session
took into consideration Tempe Charter
authority, state law and Arizona
Attorney General opinions.

Tempe Mayor Corey Woods asked
that city staff develop ways to use data
about vaccine rates and case counts to
guide Tempe in when it might sunset
the mask mandate.

“Given the discussion amongst the
Tempe City Council, City Manager
Andrew Tempe Mayor Ching will work
with city staff and outside entities
such as Arizona State University and
the Arizona Department of Health
Services to establish science-based,
objective thresholds for Tempe so that
we will have indicators about when
to responsibly end our city mask
mandate,” Woods said in a statement.

The mayor of the other city served
by Wrangler News, Kevin Hartke
of Chandler, has supported the
governor’s order from the outset.

“The vaccine is out far and wide,
many Arizonans are vaccinated, and
COVID numbers are down,” Hartke
said. “We’re ready to carefully lift
restrictions and trust Arizonans
to make responsible decisions.

I’'m grateful to the Governor for
responding to local needs as we move

forward and fight the pandemic.”

In accordance with Ducey’s
June 18, 2020, order, Tempe has
followed an education-before-citation
approach to non-compliance with
its mask proclamation. Hundreds of
educational phone calls and contacts
were made by the city to businesses
that were reported to have difficulties
with enforcement of the ordinance.

The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention continues to
recommend physical distancing and
wearing face coverings as significant
ways to reduce the risk of contracting
the coronavirus.

In rolling back facemask mandates
on March 25, Ducey said that several
key data points contributed to his
order:

* Mass distribution of the vaccine.
More than 4 million doses of COVID-
19 vaccine have been administered to
more than 2 million people in Arizona,
including 1,721,077 who have been
fully vaccinated.

* Ten weeks of declining COVID-19
cases.

* Hospitalizations at the lowest
level since late September/early
October.

* Opening of vaccine appointments
to all Arizonans 16 years and older.

* A recent evaluation by the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention that ranks Arizona among
the best states in the nation for getting
the COVID-19 vaccine to vulnerable
communities.

* President Joe Biden’s recent
promise that every American will be
able to be vaccinated by May 1.

“As we’ve said all along, distribution
of the vaccine is our best path to
getting back to normal, and I want
to thank the millions of Arizonans
who have rolled up their sleeves to
make the distribution and uptake so
successful,” Ducey said.

For questions, call Tempe 311 at
480-350-4311 on weekdays from 7
am. to 5 p.m.

Does your business serve Tempe
or West Chandler? Wrangler News/
wranglernews.com advertisements get
results! To purchase a print or online
ad, dial 480-966-0837. Got a story
idea or news tip? Give us a call at
480-966-0837.
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SUMMIT

SCHOOL

EXPERT EDUCATORS
COLLABORATIVE COMMUNITY
THRIVING STUDENTS
Summit inspires innovation and
creativity by providing a safe and
joyful place for preschool through
eighth-grade students to discover 5/'
and achieve their full potential.

NOW ENROLLING - JOIN OUR COMMUNITY
To Visit, Call €, 480.403.9500

UPCOMING OPEN HOUSE DATES:
4/10 (ON CAMPUS)
4/14, 4/28,5/12 (VIRTUAL)

@ 4515 E. Muirwood Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85048
@SummitSchoolAZ.org
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g properly? Get a second
opinion.
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o Joseph B Ortiz, AAMS®, CRPS®
Financial Advisor

8950 S 52nd St Suite 209

Tempe, AZ 85284
480-753-7664

edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

Member SIPC MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
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Q ALL SEA REGISTRATION:
ummer QOUFSBQ NOW UNTIL MAY 26, 2021

No late registrations will be accepted.

Re gister Now! oo

Algebra 1 MAT100A/B Senior English ENG400A/B
Geometry MAT200A/B World Hist/Geo SST100A/B
Algebra 2 MAT300A/B American/AZ History SST200A/B

L]
Tem pe * u nion College Math MAT450A/B | US/AZ Government  SST300

L J
S: EA O n [ l n e HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT PreCalculus MAT400A/B Economics SST350

Freshman English  ENG100A/B Psychology SST720

N OW — J u n e 3 O Sophomore English ENG200 A/B Sociology SST730

Junior English ENG300 A/B *Technology Leadership and

- ‘ Career Success BUS900 A/B
SEA Online

is for incoming and current *Phys Ed 1-2 PED100A/B Phys Ed 3-4 PED110A/B
TUHSD students and is for ACA D E MY Spanish 1-2 WLD100 A/B Spanish 3-4 WLD110 A/B
credit Advancement ON LY O N LI N E Integrated Science  SCI100 A/B Biology 1-2 SCI200 A/B

These courses are available for credit advancement only.
* Recommended for incoming 9th graders.

B | Sessionl J  Sessionll
e Sg IO n [ e Freshman English  ENG100A (CR) Freshman English  ENG100B (CR)
Tem pe * u n I on Sophomore English ENG200A (CR) Sophomore English ENG200B (CR)

Junior English ENG300A (CR) Junior English ENG300B (CR)

May 25 -June 11 g s
y Senior English ENG400A (CR) Senior English ENG400B (CR)

Algebra 1 MAT100A (CR) Algebra 1 MAT100B (CR)
Geometry MAT200A (CR) Geometry MAT 200B (CR)

g e gg io n 2 Algebra 2 MAT300A (CR) Algebra 2 MAT300B (CR)
; ‘ College Math MAT450A (CR) College Math MAT 450B (CR)

SUMMER EDUCATION PreCalculus MAT400A (CR) PreCalculus MAT400B (CR)

J u n e 1 4 . J U I‘I e 3 0 AC A D E MY World History SST100A (CR) World History SST100B (CR)
Am/AZ History SST200A (CR) Am/AZ History SST200B (CR)

Government SST300 (CR) Government SST300 (CR)
SEA In-Person and Virtual Courses will be held at Economics SST350 (CR) Economics SST350 (CR)

iS for current . Integrated Science SCIT00A(CR) Integrated Science SCI100B (CR)
Marcos de Niza H.S. Biology SCI200A (CR) Biology SCI200B (CR)

TUHSD Students and IS fOI‘ 6000 S. Lakeshore Drive Spanish 1-2 WLD100A (CR) Spanish 1-2 WLD 1008 (CR)
Credit Recovery ONLY. Tempe, AZ 85283 Spanish 3-4 WLD200A (CR)| [ Spanish3-4 WLD 2008 (CR)
Phys Ed 12 PED100A (CR)| | PhysEd1-2 PED100B(CR)
Phys Ed 3-8 PED110A (CR)| | PhysEd3-8 PED110B (CR)

et

. SCHOOLBUS Reg iste r at Health PED500 (CR) Health PED500 (CR)

1 Basic Financial Math Basic Financial Math

www.TempeUnion.org/SEA-In-Person [sasicaigebra Basic Algebra

Basic Geometry Basic Geometry

Register at www.TempeUnion.org/SEA-Online

Basic Freshman English Basic Freshman English

Basic Sophomore English Basic Sophomore English

Basic Junior English Basic Junior English

Basic Senior English Basic Senior English

Credit recovery courses do not meet NCAA requirements.

Free transportation available from ALL TUHSD SCHOOLS to SEA In-Person at Marcos de Niza H.S.
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Aztec boys volleyball
pumped for new season

rizona high school athletes who
Agarticipate in spring sports have
een able to compete in events
for almost a month now and most are
thankful to be
e\ back in action
after the spring
season was
cancelled last
March.

' One team
A happy to be able
: to participate

again is Corona’s
) boys volleyball
team.

“Everyone in the
program is very excited we are able to
play volleyball this year after having
the season cancelled on us last year,”
said Corona head volleyball coach
Geoff Horewitch.

This season's team has only two
seniors and several young players who
are gaining experience and improving
every game, especially with the help of
four new assistant coaches.

In addition to three Corona
volleyball alumni, Chris Davis, Ryan
Iskandar and Niko Zeiner, the
Aztecs have the knowledge and player-
development skills of Jaron Jones,
an All-American setter at Benedictine
University in Mesa.

Jones, a Marcos de Niza graduate,
was part of Benedictine’s 2019
NAIA Men'’s Volleyball National
Championship team.”

“We are a very young team with lots
of room to grow but every single kid
on the team wants to get better and
continue to work on the process,” said
Horewitch.

The younger players have had an

Alex Zener

impact right away on offense and
defense.

As far as offense goes, sophomore
opposite hitter Jon Seddon is the
current kill leader with 51 Kkills, but
senior captain Logan Beatty is right
behind him with 50 kills.

Both are averaging two kills a set.

“Jon comes from a family of
volleyball players who has grown up
with volleyball, while at the same
time is relentless in his desire to
improve his volleyball skill level,” said
Horewitch.

“He works really hard on the court,
asks a lot of questions wanting to
improve, and tried to show how to
play the game versus just talking about
it. Jon has a remarkably high ceiling in
this sport.”

“Logan, on the other hand,
primarily played soccer growing up
but has worked really hard to be the
best volleyball player he can for the
team,” said Horewitch.

“He has played almost every
position for us and, through his hard
work, has become a big contributor
to our team’s success. In addition, his
steady demeanor is a great benefit for
our young players.”

Additionally, Seddon and Beatty are
followed by junior Connor O’Brien
with 33 kills.

“Connor, who was our starting
libero his freshman and sophomore
years, has a new role this season as an
outside hitter,” said Horewitch.

“It’s a role that he is starting to
understand more fully and I think he
will be able to exceed our expectations
as a hitter.”

— SPORTS, Page 14

SHACK SHINE DOES IT
SO YOU DON'T HAVE TO

Spring is here, so you might be looking forward to
spending some extra time in your backyard or patio
with your family. But as you're getting ready to enjoy

your outdoor living areas together, you may notice the
outside of your home isn't looking quite as polished as
you would like it to be.

Why not relax and let Shack Shine take care of it for
you? Our Window Washing services are sure to make
your home shine, while our
Power Washing services will leave your outdoor living
spaces looking like new.

Give yourself the break you deserve. Book your next
house detailing service with
Shack Shine today!

SHACK [22] SHINE

HOUSE DETAILING SERVICE S

CONNECT WITH US.

ZEHY W =

CALL US TODAY

602-772-1707

www.ShackShine.com




Screen Service Repair

McKay’s True Value® is the place
for screen repair and replacement!
The weather is getting nice and it’s
time to open the windows! You’ll get
expert service at a fair price on repair
or replacement of a window, patio
and door screens. Refresh your old
screens—and your home— with help
from your local True Value.

McKay’s True Value

480.686.8064
4939 W. Ray Rd.
Ray & Rural Rd. in Chandler AZ.

Follow us on Facebook -
facebook.com/mckaystruevalue

©2018 True Value Company LLC

Tnuce
REWARDS"

Join at TrueValueRewards.com!

Feel Better Today!

Experience The Healing Power of Acupuncture

“Excellent care. Excellent recovery. | have had no need
for chiropractic service. I’'ve had no surgeries. I’'ve had no
pain meds in 5 years. | have healing and recovery beyond
my expectations. I’ve required no PT or other methods of
injections or nerve burning practices since joining Yin Rising.
Thank you for your expertise. The staff is amazing.”

- Google Review Anna Lunaria,

Q¥ Yin Rising

30 years of experience, Specializing in relief from chronic pain
with Orthopedic, Neurological and Sports Medicine Acupuncture.

info@yinrising.com

(480) 206-6199

6101 S Rural Rd Suite 112Tempe, AZ 85284

Sports

From Page 13

“Connor, with the most varsity
experience on the team, loves the
game of volleyball and is very diligent
in trying to study and understand all
aspects of the game,” said Horewitch.
“With his experience and volleyball
knowledge, he is like an extra coach
on the court helping our younger
players understand their roles.”

Sophomore Toby Lim has
contributed 28 kills on offensive, while
sophomore Nate Magro has 21 kills.

“Toby is a very athletic middle
blocker that has a lot of potential,” said
Horewitch.

“During the club season he plays on
one of the top teams in the state and is
always pushing himself to be better. He
has a lot of potential to be a big-time
player for us.”

Ongoing progress

“Nate has progressed so much
from the raw talent he had his first day
of practice last year to the improved
overall volleyball skills he possesses
today,” said Horewitch.

“We are able to play him at any
position on the front row. His passing
has gotten so much better and he is
now learning how to jump serve. We
are really excited for his continued
progression.”

Cade Banks and his ability to set
the ball is what results in the kills and
points from Corona’s hitters. In the
25 sets the Aztecs have played so far,
Banks has 190 assists or 7.6 assists a
set.

“Cade, only a sophomore, did not
start playing volleyball until he was 15
years old, so setting is a relatively new
skill but he has really been taking in
the game and developing his hands
and getting better all the time,” said
Horewitch.

“He is a quiet leader with his goal
to always make the players around him
better. He is a big believer in process
or product and I think he is turning

into a fantastic setter.”

The Aztec could have a service
specialist in freshman Luke Vlcek who
leads the team in service aces with 19
aces out of 114 attempts or a 16.7%
ace percentage. He is credited with 65
points on his serving ability alone.

Other top service ace leaders on
the team include Seddon with 10 aces,
O’Brien with nine, junior Jeremy
Acedo with nine and Banks with eight.

In addition, Vicek, as the libero,
plays a defensive role for the Aztecs.
He leads the team in digs with 70 or
2.8 digs a set.

“Luke is unbelievable,” said
Horewitch. “He really understands
the game and asks great questions to
improve. He has a keen sense for the
game and movement on the court. I
anticipate he will be one of the top
liberos in the state by his sophomore
year.”

Currently, four Aztecs are
remarkably close to being second on
the team in digging. Acedo has 49 digs,
followed by Seddon with 48, O’Brien
with 46, and Banks with 43.

“Jeremy Acedo has really improved
since he came into Corona’s volleyball
program,” said Horewitch.

“He started playing year-round
with club ball in the off season which
helped him to better understand the
game. He has started to figure out how
to get into position so he can dig up
the good hitters.”

Junior Carter Nicolson is not far
behind with 35 digs or 2.1 digs a set
playing in 17 sets.

“Carter is another one of those
players who can play anywhere on the
court at almost every position,” said
Horewitch. “He loves to learn and has
really done well developing his overall
game.”

“Defensively, Carter, has shown
much improvement in reading the
game and has gotten some great
touches on the ball because of it. He
really enjoys playing the game and
shows it when he’s on the court.”

The ability to stop the ball at the
net is a defensive skill in that the other
team is kept from getting a point. At



the same time, it is a way to earn points for your
team if a ball hit by an opponent’s hitter crosses
the plane of the net, is stopped and then lands in
bounds on the opponent’s side of the court. It is
called a block if a point is scored.

Nate Magro currently leads the team in overall
blocks with 14, but sophomore Michael DeHorney,
Seddon and Banks are close behind with 12 blocks
each.

“Nate has filled in great for us at the middle
blocker position,” said Horewitch. “He has the ability
to read where the set will go and how to move with
a hitter to block the ball effectively.”

“Michael is a Corona basketball player who we
are excited to have as part of our volleyball program
again this year. He is very coachable and is working

hard to learn the game.”

“At 6-foot-6 he has a big presence at the net. The
more volleyball he plays the better he is going to
get.”

Other players on the varsity boys volleyball
team include senior Abhi Sachdeva, junior Drew
Nicolson and freshmen Micha White and Quinn
Howard.

“Abhi, as our other senior, is a great
representative of the sport and Corona,” said
Horewitch. “He is quiet but lets his work ethic do his
talking on the court.”

“Drew is a heck of an athlete who is a great
footballer and wrestler. He is currently out with a
knee injury but we are excited to get him healthy
again soon.”

The Aztecs are currently 3-4 with a match at
Queen Creek scheduled for April 13 and then a
home match scheduled against Desert Vista on April
14. The third scheduled match of the week was at
Mountain Pointe on April 15.

Next, the Aztecs will be at home against Desert
Ridge on April 20, at Highland on April 21 and at
home against Queen Creek on April 22.

The following week Corona is set to play at
Desert Vista on April 27 and at home against
Mountain Pointe on April 29.

Several of the matches can be found on
the NFHSnetwork.com Live Broadcast at www.
nfshnetwork.com.

Law Ofhices of

Glynn W.
Gilcrease, jr., pc.

Glynn W.
Gilcrease, JR., P.C.

SPECIALIST | &

Certified Specialist

CERTIFIED

NASTATE BAR
== OFARIZONA

in Injury and
Wrongful Death
Litigation
By the Arizona

Board of Legal
Specialization

Professional - Efficient - Knowledgeable

4500 South Lakeshore Drive, Suite 368

Tempe, Arizona 85282

(480) 897-0990

ARIZONA ASSOCIATION
—— /¢t JUSTICE———

' =

I will fight for the
justice you deserve
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A greatstory...

and here's the kicker

Krysten Muir, a Marcos de Niza grad and the first
female to score a point in an AlA football state
championship game in 2015 and 2016, suffered

a spinal cord injury in a car accident that left her
partially paralyzed. Doctors couldn’t guarantee
she’d ever walk again, but Muir’s tenacity and hard
work have led to encouraging results. Mounting
medical expenses drove former Arizona Cardinals
player Alex Zendejas to organize 'Kicks for Krysten.'
The day camp for kickers looking to up their game
took place at Marcos where participants donated
to Muir’s gofundme campaign in lieu of paying an
entrance fee. Among well-wishers were Krysten's
parents, who've been rooting for her recovery.

— Photos by Billy Hardiman for Wrangler News
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Follow us on
social media!

YOU’RE STILL HUNGRY.
DQ is ready to feed you.
Come in for Carry Out
and Drive-Thru.

SE Corner Southern
/ McClintock
480.426.0010

NW Corner
Elliot/Rural
480.831.7274

LN 4 Em o Em o Em oEm oEm

1
1 Blizzard or Royal Treat 1
: Buy One get the 2nd at 99¢ :

“Childhood is a journey
not a race”

Play-Based Preschool
Creative Movement

48 years in
the community

Stem
Activties

Openings Available for the
'21-"22 School year

Kindergarten

includes

Music

Spanish
Computer

Art Masterpiece

PRESCHOOL and
KINDERGARTEN

1365 E. Elliot Tempe e (480) 838 9097

dayspringpreschool.com

Astronaut

From Page 3

In March, Proctor earned a
seat on the crew of SpaceX’s
Inspiration 4, the first all-civilian
space mission. The four-person
team will embark from Florida’s
Kennedy Space Center as early as
this September. Over the three-day
mission, the civilian spacefarers
will conduct scientific research as
they orbit the Earth at more than
17,000 mph.

That’s about 5 miles per
second, or once around the planet
every 92 minutes.

The cultural and historical
significance of Inspiration 4 is not
lost on Proctor.

“This is the door opening, so
that it’s not about being the best
of the best only going to space
anymore,” she said of the all-
civilian mission. “It’s about how
do we open up space so that
regular people who want to go to
space have an opportunity to go.”

The Inspiration 4 mission aims
to raise $200 million for St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital for
cancer treatment. Already, it has
amassed $120 million for the
cause.

Billionaire Jared Isaacman,
founder and CEO of payment
processing giant Shift4 Payments,
organized the Inspiration 4
mission in conjunction with
SpaceX. Isaacman will serve as
the crew’s captain aboard the
Dragon spacecraft. The 38-year-
old entrepreneur is the primary
financier of the venture, though
the exact dollar amount he has
committed remains unknown
even to Proctor.

Isaacman held a contest to
choose his three crewmates. The
criteria was based on Isaacman’s 4
pillars of inspiration: Leadership,
Hope, Generosity, Prosperity.
Proctor set herself apart and
beat about 200 applicants for the
Prosperity seat.

“It was all about showing
your entrepreneurial spirit,”
she said. “So, I had to open
up a Shift4 shop and it’s called
MySpace2Inspire, and that’s
where I sell my artwork.

“MySpace2Inspire is about
getting people to

think about their
unique space,

the space that
they inhabit and
their strengths
and their passion
and how you take
that and use that

to inspire those
within your
reach and beyond. ... I'm using my
space to inspire those within my
reach and beyond through art and
poetry.”

With her shop, Proctor hopes
to create what she calls a J.LE.D.I.

Samuel Voas

‘(I hope) to give
people hope and
inspiration for a
better world, a
better tomorrow’

— Dr. Sian Proctor

space : a just, equitable, diverse
and inclusive space for humanity
moving forward.

Although her creativity and
entrepreneurial spirit earned
her a seat on Inspiration 4, she
possesses an array of technical
and professional skills that make
her eminently qualified to be an
astronaut.

Proctor is an experienced
geoscientist, with a B.A. in
Environmental Science, and a
M.A. in Geology. She is a licensed
pilot and is scuba certified. She
has completed four missions

as an analog astronaut, living

for extended periods in earthly
habitats meant to simulate the
conditions of the moon or Mars.
Proctor’s battery of technical
qualifications were recognized by
NASA in 2009, when she was a
finalist in their astronaut selection
process.

According to Proctor, the
independent body that judged the
Inspiration 4 contest was unaware
of all that when it selected her.

“I have been, for my entire
life, chasing space, trying to figure
out, ‘Well, how can I become an
astronaut?’” Proctor said.

If she ever got to space,
she was sure it would be the
traditional way, through training
in science and aviation.

“But then in the end, what has
gotten me there is my love of art
and poetry,” she said.

Space art and poetry are not
Proctor’s only passions. She
is a devoted educator with 20
years teaching geology at South
Mountain Community College.
Even as her focus shifts to mission
preparation, Proctor remains
dedicated to her students. She
hopes to teach a lesson from
space.

“I'm definitely going figure
out how to bring students, not
only my students at the Maricopa
Community Colleges but also
students around the world, and
get them inspired,” she said.

Proctor is ecstatic about
her imminent journey into the
empyrean, but she remains
committed to the well-being of
the 8 billion people who will
remain down here on our little
blue rock.

“(I hope) to give people hope
and inspiration for a better world,
a better tomorrow,” the space
artist said.

A three-dimensional Sian
Proctor will be beaming down
at us with that childlike joy. It’s
impossible not to smile back.



Adoption
From Page 6

feet and we couldn’t go anywhere. It was bad,” Lacey
said.

Last July, the family moved to a significantly larger
home where all seven children have room to grow.
The Vegas have hired an attorney to plead their cause
and allow 12-year-old Alex, 10-year-old Mari and
7-year-old Josh to join the family officially through
adoption.

“Samantha and I worked together to get them out
here and that’s how it really all happened so quickly.
I told her I would do it because I love them,” Lacey
said. Whenever she visited South Carolina, Lacey
made it a point to check in on the children. “They
were the ones I would go see because I knew their
situation was bad.”

About five years ago, Lacey and Michael tried to
persuade the aunt to give up custody of the children.
She refused. Lacey said the refusal was because the
food stamps and other benefits the state provided
for the children’s care were an incentive. “It was
money that kept them with her. It was very sad. She
wouldn’t let us have them.”

Today, the children are running and playing
with their newfound family. They’ve been receiving
counseling and are making progress.

“It’'s working out great. They all have their little
friendships already built,” Lacey said.

Ethan and his cousin Alex are both high-
functioning autistic. “They get along like two peas in
a pod,” Lacey said.

Mariana and Ezzy also get along well, she said.
“They’re both girlie-girlie so they play with dolls and
have a lot of common interests.”

Jasmine is a tomboy and Lacey said she and Josh
like to ride bikes and play sports.

Then there’s the youngest of the family.

“Everybody loves Nathaniel because he’s the baby
and he’s just fun to be around.”

Michael, Lacey’s husband, said he never dreamed
he would one day be the father of seven children.
He’s modest when asked about the adoption
proceedings.

“I didn’t plan on seven kids. I don’t think either
of us did,” Michael said. “But we found ourselves
seeing a lot of suffering and although we don’t feel

we have much special to offer, it seems like it’s better
than the alternative. We’re just the kind of people
that are happy to share.”

Roger Ball, pastor of First Baptist Church of
Tempe, sees the situation a little differently.

“Michael and Lacey as parents lead the way as
great examples of compassion for the weak and the
responsibility of the stronger,” Ball said. “To adopt
three children takes much dedication with mercy.

“They not only love well by helping the weak but
they teach their children to help carry the burdens
of family life. Helping one another and caring each
other’s burdens are foundational life skills.”

According to Arizona’s Department of Children’s
Services, there were just under 14,000 children
in Arizona’s foster care system of December 2020.
Roughly 47 percent of them were being cared for
by what’s known as kinship families. These are
extended family members such as grandparents,
aunts, uncles and cousins who agree to foster
children after they have been removed by the state
from their parents’ home.

Teresa Doud, who works with Catholic Charities
Joining Hearts adoption program, spoke to Wrangler
News about what happens when a child is removed
from a parent’s custody by the Department of Child
Safety.

“Once these children go into DCS care, I know
their first goal is to keep the children within the
biological family setting if possible,” Doud said. DCS
staff will reach out to extended family members
to see if there is an interest in taking care of the
children.

“If they can’t find a relative, they go into just a
regular foster care home.” These are families in the
community that want to foster and help children.

Until parental rights are severed, the state aims
to reunify parents and children. “Whenever a child
goes into care, the number one goal of DCS is always
reunification,” Doud said. “So it always starts with
them trying to work with the birth parent on doing
whatever they need to do.”

Whether that entails drug rehab or parenting
classes, social workers create a plan for the parents
to follow.

“They have to be able to work the plan and prove
that they’re making progress and that the children
will be safe in their home again,” Doud said.

For parents trapped in drug addiction, like
Lacey’s cousin Samantha, it’s a daunting task.

“Addiction is a really ugly creature and it’s hard
for these people to turn their lives around,” Doud
said. “They might have to go to rehab four or five
times before they finally are able and DCS doesn’t
give them five years to figure it out.”

When it becomes clear that a parent is not going
to follow the plan, the state then moves to sever
rights.

In the Vega family’s case, they are asking the court
to sever Samantha’s rights.

“We can’t even find her so that’s going to be
really simple,” Lacey said. The children have three
different biological fathers, and the Vegas are seeking
to terminate their rights as well. Attorneys filed those
petitions in recent weeks.

Since the Vegas are not an official foster family
but constitute instead what is known as kinship, they
do not qualify for any help from the state in paying
the steep legal costs of adoption. The family turned
to their church community and neighbors for help.

First Baptist Church of Tempe held a large yard
sale that netted $4,300 toward the Vegas’ fundraising
goal. Originally they were shooting for $10,000, but
in a counseling session, Ball told them it was too
low.

“He said, ‘your goal needs to be $20,000 and
we’ll help you raise it.” So we came up with this yard
sale idea and it was awesome. It was also the hardest
job I've ever done in my life,” Lacey said.

Raising seven children probably qualifies for that
distinction, too.

The Vegas make it a priority to eat dinner
together every night. They say they grew especially
close during the COVID-19 shutdown.

“We talk about anything they want to talk about,
anything and everything about life. We’re very open
with our kids and we’ve advised them that they will
be going to college, the military or trade schools. It
will be one of those things and there are no other
options,” Lacey said.

“We just try to do good,” Michael said. “We don’t
have a lot of means, but we try to do the best we can
with what we have. This was something we could
definitely help out with. It was within our means and
there was a great need.”

“Our community needs more examples of
sacrifice like the Vegas. Love, responsibility and
sacrifice are needed in every family,” Ball said.

To donate to the Vegas GoFundMe account:
gofund.me/538d943a

Vaccine

From Page 4

with certainty, 100 percent,” he said regarding the
question of whether another vaccine might need
to be developed. “What I can tell you is that the
immunity that we get from this vaccine also wakes up
what we call the T-cell immunity which can persist
for months and months if not for years. There is a
thought that it may not be necessary [to have| more
vaccinations but we still don’t know.”

In the meantime, the objective of vaccinating as

many people as possible is what

| health officials are shooting for.

| Avoiding another surge in COVID-19
is crucial because “with every surge
that we have, there’s a chance to
introduce more variants.

On top of that, the different
pharmaceutical companies that are
currently working with the vaccines
are also working with a plan just
in case there is an evolving variant
that can damage the vaccine’s
efficacy. It’s a work in progress,” Gonzalez said. Many

Joyce Coronel

have bandied about the idea of herd immunity but
Gonzalez said that in order for that to happen, 70
percent of patients in the population would have to
develop an antibody response.

“So far, in Arizona, we haven’t reached that high
level of people being infected naturally. That’s why
we need the vaccine.”

At press time, according to the Arizona
Department of Health Services, 17,105 Arizonans had
died from COVID-19 out of a case total of 850,846.
More than 9.4 million COVID-19 tests have been
administered in the state.



A fun aftervoon,
ond all that jozz

Chandler’s annual Jazz Festival
drew aficionados from all over the
city for three days of soulful tunes

by accomplished musicians who
strummed, beat and blew their
way through melodies

that set toes to tapping.

— Photos by Billy Hardiman
for Wrangler News
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Tempe seeking applicants for city boards, commissions

Nearly 30 Tempe boards and commissions that
serve in an advisory role to the Tempe City Council
are now open for applications.

Focus of the groups’ study and discussion
includes the arts, parks, development, disabilities
and judicial appointments.

While applications for city advisory groups are
accepted at all times, openings are due soon for
the Development Review Commission, Joint Review
Committee and Judicial Advisory Board. The Council
will consider appointments at its Thursday, June 24

meeting.

Development Review Commission: Seeking
Tempe residents with professional experience in
planning, law, real estate and more. Alternate seats
on the commission are available as well. Commission
members serve three-year terms.

Joint Review Committee: Future openings
for regular and alternate members. Committee
members are appointed by the president of Arizona
State University; by Tempe’s mayor with approval
of the City Council; or jointly by the mayor with

City Council and the ASU president’s approval.
Committee members serve three-year terms.

Judicial Advisory Board: Future openings for the
public member position. Tempe residents who have
not been a party to any matters pending before any
division of the Tempe Municipal Court for the five
years preceding their appointment are encouraged to
apply. Board members serve three-year terms.

To be considered, applications must be received
by Friday, May 14.

Information: Tempe City Clerk’s Office.
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LOCALLY BORN.
LOCALLY RAISED.
LOCALLY READ.

‘We think our 30 years of bringing you
Wrangler News represents an udderly

% incredible example of how local™
reporting helps create contented
neighborhoods. We hope you'll tell
your family and friends about us &
read us online at WranglerNews.com.
Let’s gel'to know each other better as
we mooo‘ut of a pandemic and
into the joy of being outdoors.
Masks optional.

—

1

5T

° ALL LOCAL news,
sports & feature stories.
e Award-winning photos
of the LOCAL places you
shop, attend school or
church.
e LOCAL advertising by
LOCAL businesses.
AND when it comes to
important news that af-
fects your daily life, you
can be sure that we tell
it as we see it. No sacred
cows in our barnyard.
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Chance to own a home ‘amazing,’ despite market variables

Wrangler News staff

While the supply of available homes remains at
77 percent below normal for this time of year and
demand is 17 percent above normal, interest in the
purchase of homes has been declining faster than
supply over the last 30 days.

This is the observation of Randy Goff, president
of Chandler Mortgage, who with his wife Erika
Lucas-Goff, have been monitoring the Tempe/West
Chandler real estate market for 30 years.

“It’s not noticeable when one is in the midst of
a contract negotiation today because sellers rarely
notice when they’re getting, for example, only 15
offers instead of 25,” said Goff.

In his monthly newsletter, Goff compared last

Rover school a new test
spot for kids' innovation

By Gabrielle Dunton

alking near the Rover Elementary School
\. K / library, you may see students looking
inquisitively at a large individually lettered
sign titled Makerspace above the school’s previous
computer lab room.

What's not widely known yet is that this room
will be a gateway to hands-on learning opportunities
by providing access to cutting-edge technology as
well as a wide variety of tools to tinker with.

So, what exactly is a makerspace? To put it
simply, it’s a place where students can make
things. It's where students are encouraged to
design, experiment, build and invent as they make
meaningful connections in subject areas like science,
art and engineering. Makerspaces have been gaining
popularity over recent years, popping up in schools
around the nation and even across the world.

Last month, Rover Elementary teachers got a
first look at the school’s new makerspace. Principal
Edward Goldstein introduced the wealth of
learning opportunities that could take place in this
new learning environment. Some of the exciting
additions to the room include a 3-D printing
machine, cardboard with child-friendly box cutters,
sewing machines, science and engineering kits, and
a variety of tools such as wrenches, screwdrivers and
measuring tapes.

“We’re just so excited that we have a space for
kids to be engineers and problem-solvers, and
really let loose with their creative thinking,” said
Goldstein.

Most of the items that are found in the
makerspace have been donated by the community
or purchased by the Rover Elementary PTA. One of
the items donated from the community is a fully
functional piano which will be used for an art and
music project. General-music teacher Erin Crawford
plans to have Rover third-grade students help to
paint the piano.

December’s demand at 35 percent above normal. At
this rate, he noted, “demand could be at a normal
level in a couple months and below normal by June.”
This, he noted, will not cause prices to decline
because there are still a miniscule number of
competing listings in the MLS. However, he pointed
out, it could mean that the second half of 2021 could
look different from the first, especially if there’s a
temporary boost in new listings after the forbearance
period ends and the foreclosure moratorium is lifted.
According to Goff, the average mortgage rate
rose to 3.02 percent this month based on numbers
provided by the Federal Home Loan Mortgage
Corporation, known as Freddie Mac, a public
government-sponsored enterprise, headquartered in
Tysons Corner, Virginia.

Even though the current rate is still considered
an excellent one, it understandably weakens the
purchasing power for some buyers and reduces the
affordability measure for Tempe, West Chandler and
Greater Phoenix overall, Goff added.

“When a family making the median income
can afford less than 60 percent of what’s selling,
demand is typically expected to suffer.” However, he
added, buyers with median incomes coming from
Los Angeles and San Francisco are accustomed to
affording only 9-11 percent of what’s selling in their
home towns, so Greater Phoenix prices look amazing
by comparison.

“In fact," said Goff, "for some the idea of being
able to own a home at all is amazing.”

Classroom teachers explore the new tool board and discuss
future learning opportunities in Rover Elementary's Makerspace.
Photo by Gabrielle Dunton

“I've had the great opportunity of seeing painted
pianos integrated in outdoor spaces and its impact
on the community,” said Crawford.

“Students will get to help decide on the color,
the theme, and then paint it. After the project is
completed, we plan to place it outside in the school
garden for all kids to enjoy.”

One of the major goals of a makerspace is to
provide students with the tools and environment
to collaborate. Principal Goldstein therefore took
the opportunity to get the teachers engaged with
the space by leading them through a team-building
activity. The challenge was to build a boat that was
strong enough to hold 20 pennies by using materials
only found in makerspace.

While making their boats, second-grade teachers
Julianne Ballon and Ellen Phillips were discussing
ways in which students can leverage their creativity
in the makerspace.

“I think this will be a great way for our students
to have a designated place where they are free to
use their imagination,” said Ballon.

Most agreed: They can't wait to see what exciting
projects emerge.

Gabrielle Dunton is a strategic communications
coordinator at Tempe Elementary School District.

Native plants on I-10’s Broadway Curve
being removed, maintained, replanted

Before reconstruction of Interstate 10 through the
Broadway Curve in Tempe begins this summer, Arizona
Department of Transportation is identifying native plants
to preserve along the 11-mile project.

Crews are examining about 2,500 trees along
I-10 from Interstate 17 to Loop 202 to identify state-
protected plants, such as ocotillo, saguaro and barrel
cactus, and native trees, including palo verde, mesquite
and ironwood. Plants will be relocated into temporary
nurseries so they can be transplanted when work is
complete.

“Protecting the natural Arizona environment is an
important part of our work,” said Robert Samour, senior
deputy state engineer and leader of ADOT’s Major
Projects Group. “There were more than 1,000 plants
along the South Mountain Freeway that we maintained
for more than three years and replanted after
construction to preserve the plants and the beautiful
landscape.”

The plants will be removed to make way for
construction of freeway lanes and other improvements.

The Valley’s first urban-freeway reconstruction, to be
complete by late 2024, includes:

* Widening I-10 to six general-purpose lanes
and two HOV lanes east from 24th Street to U.S. 60/
Superstition Freeway.

* Building collector-distributor roads around the
curve from Baseline Road to 40th Street to separate local
traffic from through traffic on I-10.

* Adding a general-purpose lane on I-10 south from
U.S. 60 to Ray Road while keeping the HOV lane.

* Modifying I-10 connections at State Route 143,
Broadway Road and U.S. 60 to improve traffic flow and
safety.

* Adding two bridges for pedestrians and bicyclists
over I-10 between Baseline and Broadway roads and
improving the Sun Circle Trail crossing at Guadalupe
Road.

More information: azdot.gov/il0BroadwayCurve.
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2021 Business Woman of the Year Finalists Announced

The Tempe Chamber of Commerce is pleased to announce three finalists for
the 26th annual Business Woman of the Year Award. The award recognizes
an individual’s excellence in their chosen field and demonstrated leadership
within the community. The award honors those who serve as a positive role
model to others and are active in community and Tempe Chamber programs.

The recipient of the 2021 Business Woman of the Year award will be
announced during the Tempe Chamber’s Leadership Conference.

Congratulations to our finalists:

Dr. Afieesah Nadir
Ledal Shield

Rosa Inchausti
City of Tempe

FUEL Young Professionals is Growing!

Are you an East Valley professional looking for
professional development opportunities? Do you
enjoy connecting with other like-minded individuals?
Consider joining FUEL Young Professionals!

FUEL's mission is to empower young professionals as
stewards of the business community while enhancing
personal networks to foster Tempe’s current and future
business leaders. Committee meetings take place the
third Wednesday of each month at 3 pm and is free to
participate. Learn more:

https://tempechamber.org/blog/tempe-chamber-relaunches-
fuel-young-professionals-committee

Your Business Advantage

We serve as the voice of business, a catalyst for economic
growth, and a champion for a strong community.

T ey e e
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The Tempe Chamber of Commerce Women in Business Council is proud to
present the 2021 Leadership Conference: Leading by Example, presented
by Tempe St. Luke’s Hospital. The conference will be held on Friday, May
14,2021 at 9 am as a live studio broadcast.

The conference will be held on Friday, May 14, 2021 at 9 am as a live
studio broadcast. The program includes a progressive trivia contest, an
online silent auction, a panel discussion on what it means to lead by
example, and the announcement of the 2021 Business Woman of the Year

recipient. Register today!
Tempe St. Luke’s Hospital

A STEWARD FAMILY Hasmm

2021 Leadership Conference sponsored by

@2021 WACE
Westem Association of Chamber Execuitves.

ﬁFor all that the Chamber has accomplished in the
past, our sole focus is on creating new opportunies
for success today and a bright future tomorrow.

Discover new opportunities at
www.tempechamber.org

| @p TEMPECHAMBER

: Catalyst. Convener. Champion
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MCC now site for COVID-19 vaccines

Those 18 years of age and older who live and
work in Maricopa County and are still in need of a
vaccine against COVID-19 will be able to receive one
at Mesa Community College. The school is located
at 1833 W, Southern Ave. in Mesa and vaccines are
given 8 am. — 8 p.m.

The Moderna vaccine will be provided by Embry
Health, which is offering a number of vaccination
clinics in Arizona.

Those interested in getting the vaccine at MCC
should make an appointment and arrive with a
face mask, driver’s license, insurance card and
documentation of eligibility.

Information: mccmodernal or call 480-376-2170

Valley Metro changes coming April 26

Valley Metro has announced a cluster of changes
starting Monday, April 26, that will include bus
route modifications, extensions and frequency
adjustments. Planned modifications affecting area
commuters include Tempe Route 520, for which the
North Tempe Express will be eliminated. Riders can
use Route 521 Central Tempe Express or Route 522
South Tempe Express as alternatives.

Frequency adjustments are scheduled for Route
108 Elliot Rd/48th Street.

Additional information: valleymetro.org/maps-
schedules/service-changes/april-2021.

Ride with the

No. 1 car insurer
in Arizona.

With competitive rates and
personal service, it's no
wonder more drivers trust
State Farm®. As your local
agent, I'm here to help life
go right.”

LET'S TALK TODAY.

Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ 85284
Bus: 480-775-7788
mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com
Hablamos Espafiol

o StateFarm’

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL

1708164

Diablos host ‘Ignite the Night’ fundraiser

The Tempe Diablos, community leaders who
volunteer their time, money and resources to
improve city neighborhoods, will host their third-
annual Ignite the Night fundraiser at 5 p.m. on
Saturday, April 24, with silent and live auctions, a
luxury raffle and the chance to learn about programs
that help Tempe neighborhoods.

Due to COVID-19, the event will be livestreamed
so guests can watch and donate from the comfort
and safety of their own home.

Proceeds from Ignite the Night raise money for
Tempe charities, including Best Buddies, Down
Syndrome Network of Arizona, the city, Child Crisis
Arizona and Treasures 4 Teachers.

“This event is an excellent opportunity for us to
not only thank community members for supporting
our work, but also get them involved in giving back
to our incredible beneficiaries,” said Arnold Mejia,
event chair.

“While we still can’t party in person together,
we want to offer Valley residents the opportunity to
learn about the Diablos in a fun and rewarding way.”

Sponsorship packages are available.

More information, including how to watch the
program: TempeDiablos.org.
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Custom Remodeling & Repair
' Y_ -

Residential License
ROC #171687

‘ : 8 Commercial License
| T ROC #248954
WHOLE HOUSE REMODELS

Kitchens e Bathrooms e Bedrooms e Offices e Patios e Garages B%B
Room Additions e Counters & Cabinetry » Tiles & Carpet weloor
Over 25 Years

Experience 480‘200'9037 !SIANK";!G

John C. Erickson, Owner === AR‘%&NA

Licensed ® e
Bonded ¢ :
Insured ¢

1805 E. Baseline Rd. Tempe
SE Corner of Baseline & McClintock

ACE

Hardware 480.839.2623

Yeti Coolers, Duracell Auto Keys & Fobs, Traeger & Weber Grills,
Scott’s Lawn Products & Craftsman Tools, Window & Door Screen
Repair, Glass Cutting, Window Repair, Lock Re-keying,

Paint Color Matching, Propane Exchange,

Auto Chip Key Cutting & MORE!

Your Health i our s

#1 Priority] -

Robust COVID protocols ® Medical grade HEPA filters e All staff have received COVID vaccines

STATE-OF-THE-ART:

CosMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY
INVISALIGN PREFERRED PROVIDERS

INTRAORAL CAMERAS
(ALLOWS YOU TO SEE WHAT WE SEE)

LASER AND IMPLANT DENTISTRY

WATCH NETFLIX OR LISTEN TO PANDORA WHILE YOUR WORK IS PERFORMED

TEMPE SMILE DESIGN

www.TempeSmileDesign.com

$500 OFF R

INVISALIGN

Offers are not combinable. Must present ad to receive discount.

DIGITAL X-RAYS
(75% LESS RADIATION THAN TRADITIONAL X-RAYS)

Dr. Roxane Huber & Dr. Stacy Tracy

1712 E. GUADALUPE RD., Surte 109
TEMPE, ARIZONA 85283

480.829.8200

$50 OFF FUTURE SERVICE

with purchase of new patient exam, necessary x-rays and cleaning




How are things going for new entrepreneur? Pretty smooth
Wanting a change from routine, he's now much happier ‘doing his own thing’

By Samuel Voas
wranglernews.com

ryce Rudat always imagined he’d own
Ba bar one day. In his early 20s, he tried

to buy one of the local haunts in his
hometown of Lincoln, Nebraska.

But in a strange twist of fate, UFC legend
Chuck Liddell made an offer on the place at
the same time — a lower offer, according to
Rudat. Still, the owners sold it to the famous
fighter instead. In the intervening years, the
enterprising Rudat made a run at several other
promising establishments. Though he managed
to avoid any more backward bidding wars with
renowned mixed martial artists, he was never
able to reach deal.

But today, 39-year-old Rudat finally has his
bar. Just not the kind he may have imagined in
his early 20s. He opened Bar Smoothie in October of
2020. The shop is located at the northeast corner of
Mill and Southern in Tempe.

Patrons will never want for options, as the menu
features an assortment 20 smoothies and shakes,
displayed across a trio of large flat-screen television
that hang in the lobby. The tropical color palate of
the interior is bright and welcoming. The centerpiece
of the store is the large bar. The wooden bar top is
stained and sealed for a clean, glassy finish.

Rudat built it himself using mostly discarded
materials. In fact, he remodeled the entire space by
himself using this strategy.

“I did it all myself just to save as much money as
possible starting it up. I'd never built a bar before
and I was like, ‘Well let’s see how this goes!’” laughs
Rudat. “There was a lot of trial and error on it. A lot.
I had a mental breakdown on it a little bit.”

His struggles are understandable. He had no prior
experience with construction or contracting work.
Before opening Bar Smoothie, Rudat worked for 12
years as a bartender and bar manager. He figured it

Bryce Rudat: In an early 'retirement,' he makes a smooth move.
—Photo by Samuel Voas for Wrangler News

was time to retire from barkeeping when it hit him
one day:

“I'm tired of working for people. I hate it. I don’t
even like working for myself sometimes.”

After his discontented revelation, he actually
made an offer to buy the bar he was managing at the
time, a craft cocktail bar in Mesa called Brass Tap.
However, due to the asking price of the ownership,
he figured he’d just start his own business.

As Rudat brainstormed the type of business he’d
like to start, he thought of Juice Stop — a successful
chain of smoothie bars one of his friends founded
back in Lincoln. Initially, he explored the idea of
franchising a Juice Stop in Tempe. So he called his
friend, the Juice Stop owner, and asked him what he
thought of the idea.

Rudat was surprised by the response he received.

“Dude, that’s a great idea. Don’t do it. Don’t
do Juice Stop. Do your own thing,” said the Juice
Stop mogul. The friend made it clear that such an
arrangement could not work for logistical reasons,
but encouraged Rudat to start his own smoothie
business. The friend even invited Rudat to model

it after the Juice Stop empire of Lincoln,
Nebraska, going so far as to say:

“Go ahead, use all my recipes.”

Propelled by the encouragement of his
hometown buddy, Rudat secured a loan and
began looking at locations for his fledgling
smoothie enterprise. And while he appreciated
his friend’s blessing to borrow the Juice Stop
formulas, Rudat opted to devise his own menu.
Although that might sound like a delicious day
at the office, Rudat insists that the month long
task of creating his menu took its toll.

“I went through a lot of product — ate a lot
of smoothie. Had to question myself at the end
of the day like, ‘do I really want to do this? This
is like 30 smoothies I've had today,” says Rudat.

Rudat is only a few months into his career as
a business owner. But things are going well for
Bar Smoothie. He says his sales have increased
each week for the last two months straight. He is
already looking at possible locations in the East
Valley for a second Bar Smoothie.

He is happy that he is seeing early success,
especially considering he opened his business in the
midst of a global pandemic. He hopes that someday
down the road, when he his business has been
firmly established, he will have a chance to share the
lessons he has learned in starting a small business.
He wants to help other aspiring business owners
avoid some of the pitfalls he encountered.

“Every day I reflect on the stupidity that was me
doing this all alone,” reflects Rudat. “Now I just think
every day, ‘I want to be there for other small business
(owners).” ‘Cause I got roped into some stupid
contracts, man. Look at terms and conditions on
everything. Don’t just check the damn box. ‘Cause
you never know what you're getting into. Once I
have more free time, I'm definitely going to join any
mentorship program for small businesses. I’'m gonna
be there.”

Bar Smoothie is at 3137 S Mill Ave.

Young civil rights activist working for a more livable Tempe

A $1,000 scholarship may not have huge impact on
Maya Steinberg’s advocacy and cultural awareness efforts,
but it is certain to bolster her determination to succeed.

Maya, a senior at Tempe High School, is the winner
of the first Dolores Huerta Advocacy and Social Justice
Award, supported by Chicanos Por La Causa for her
advocacy efforts to make Tempe a more equitable place.

Huerta is a civil rights activist and community
organizer who has fought for labor rights and social justice
for more than 50 years. In 1962, she and César Chavez
founded the United Farm Workers union.

Huerta played a critical role in many of the union’s
accomplishments, such as collective bargaining, for four
decades and is credited with the rallying cry Si se puede.

According to Tempe public information officer Kris
Baxter, Maya participated in policy advocacy through local
elections; promoted cultural understanding and awareness;
advocated for accessible health care; and more.

According to the nominators:

* (Maya’s) passion for advocacy strengthened during
the COVID-19 pandemic when she recognized that many
vulnerable communities would have trouble accessing
learning materials.

¢ She created an online book club to strengthen literacy
while students were out of the classroom. The club catered
to Black, Indigenous, people of color and low-income
students during COVID-19 school closures.

* Maya was circumspect in talking about her efforts.

“Although the early part of my story is focused on the
realization that not everyone is treated fairly, I expect the
latter chapters to be inundated with what I do to combat
that. Inspired by my experiences as a Mexican-American
woman, I plan on majoring in Women’s Studies and
Spanish where I will gain the resources needed to fight
oppression and social injustices," Maya said.

“Pursuing this passion, I intend to devote my life to
activism...challenging the systematic inequalities that
women face in areas of employment, health and safety, and
education.

“Similarly to Dolores Huerta, by working to combat
opportunity gaps and areas of inequalities, I hope to help
foster a more just and equitable society.”
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Tempe keeps its mask mandate

On April 8, the Tempe City Council
re-affirmed that the City of Tempe will
continue to enforce its mask mandate in
all public places.

A Mayoral proclamation requiring face
coverings has been in place in Tempe
since June 18, 2020, after the Governor

allowed local governments to enact such
measures.

Since Gov. Doug Ducey’s March 25
Executive Order prohibiting the mask
mandates of local governments, Tempe
had been evaluating impacts and next

steps. The City Council discussed the
issue, taking into consideration Tempe
Charter authority, state law and Attorney
General opinions. The Council’s
unanimous consensus was that, effective
immediately, Tempe’s mask mandate will
be enforced again at all places of public
accommodation in the city, including

at all businesses, public transit and city
facilities.

Mayor Corey Woods asked that city
staff develop ways to use existing data
about vaccine rates and case counts
as objective thresholds to guide when
Tempe may choose to sunset its mask
mandate in the future.

In accordance with the Governor’s
requirements, Tempe has followed an
education-before-citation approach to
non-compliance with its proclamation.
For questions, call Tempe 311 at 480-350-
4311 on weekdays from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Businesses can get downloadable,
printable signs about mask requirements
at tempe.gov/BusinessDownloads.
Tempe maintains COVID-19 information
at tempe.gov/coronavirus.
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Tempe, Girl
Scouts launch
first-in-Arizona
city patch
program

The City of Tempe and the Girl
Scouts—Arizona Cactus-Pine Coun-
cil have partnered on a new patch
program and are looking for the
perfect Tempe patch design. Any
Tempe student in grades K-12
can submit a creative design idea
for Tempe’s very own Girl Scout
patch. Design submissions should
reflect a Tempe place, a Tempe
value, or use the name Tempe.

The winning design will
become the official icon of the
new partnership between the City
of Tempe and Girl Scouts. When
the patch program launches later
this year, Girl Scouts who live
in Arizona will be able to select

girl scouts
arizona cactus-pine

from an array of activities to learn
about and experience city history,
operations and famous sites — and
earn a Tempe patch to proudly

display on their vests or sashes.

The program will be the first city-
specific patch program in Arizona.

The partnership with Girl
Scouts—Arizona Cactus-Pine Coun-
cil was initiated by Tempe City
Councilmember Doreen Garlid, a
Girl Scout alum and former Girl
Scout leader.

All patch design submissions
must be submitted by 5 p.m.
April 26. A committee will narrow
down the entries and the final
patch design will be selected via
an online survey from May 3-17.

Stay up-to-date at tempe.gov/
patch.

Three chances to virtually meet with Councilmembers

Your Tempe City Councilmembers are always
ready to answer questions and listen to your
concerns. Here are three opportunities, in date

order, for when you can virtually meet up with them:

Join Councilmember Lauren Kuby for a

special Earth Day community meetup at 6 p.m.

on Wednesday, April 21. Tempe Urban Forester
Richard Adkins will talk about how residents can
prepare and protect their trees in the coming heat
of summer. Kendon Jung, Chair of the Sustainability
Commission, will discuss the commission’s priorities.
Tempe Sustainability Director Braden Kay will be on

www.tempe.gov

hand to answer questions about Tempe’s Climate
Action Plan. Visit tempe.gov/kuby for the link and

instructions to join.

Join Vice Mayor Randy Keating and
Councilmember Robin Arredondo-Savage for
Roundtable with Randy and Robin at noon on
Wednesday, April 28. They will take a look at all
the great things you can do outside in Tempe and
you’ll have an opportunity to ask questions about
anything related to Tempe. Send your questions in
advance to tim_gomez@tempe.gov or post them to
the Facebook event. This virtual meetup will be a

Museum.

Facebook Live event hosted from the Tempe History

Join Councilmember Jennifer Adams for Join

Jennifer at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, May 4. Topics will
include Fire Station 2, with Fire Medical Rescue Chief
Greg Ruiz, and updates on parks projects in 85282,
specifically Petersen and Meyer parks. While topics
will most interest those living in 85282, everyone

is welcome to bring their ideas and issues forward.
Visit tempe.gov/adams for the link and instructions

to join. For information on all Councilmembers, visit
tempe.gov/elected.

tempeﬁ ()uu(‘ullmcnyuull n City of Tempe y@tempegov YoulR!lils) tempelivideo @tempegov




Neighborhood Services by Neighborhood Businesses you know

Complete Lawn Service
& Weed Control

Starting @ $60/Month!

 One Month Free Service

* Licensed, Bonded Insured
for your protection.

S

IDSCAPE MANTENANCE LIC @ Call or Text for a Free Quote

Kjelandscape.com ® ROC#281191
480-586-8445

SEAL: cis

CUSTOM SEATCOVERSL''

PROTECT YOUR SEATS FRO
KIDS, PETS AND SPILLS!

615 W Knox Rd. Tempe (480)967-1675
DASHDESIGNS.COM

Your Honey-Do
HANDYMAN

GENERAL REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE
ELECTRICAL
FAN INSTALLATIONS
PLUMBING
CARPENTRY
HOME ENTERTAINMENT HOOKUPS
RON MINER Py
480-233-1834 =127
480-736-1599

Not a licensed contractor

This space is

AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

We help with all of your pool needs

- PDDLSZ?

Service Repairs Restoration

(480) 840-4625

VIP-Pools.com

@ Paint, Drywall &
Z Wall Covering

Commercial & Residential

Whether it's your
home or your office,
you name it,
we'll paint it.

~180-326-0851

This space is

AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

Licensed & Bonded * ROC#240852

Unlimited Tree Trimming
& Yard Cleanup
WE DO COMPLETE

Tree Trimming,
Yard Cleanup,

Weeding, Pruning,

Desert Landscaping,

Removal & Hauling of Anything.
Reasonable Reliable & Prompt

Saia Pulotu
480-201-8966

ARIZONA OASIS

Pool Service & Repair

Weekly Service. Equipment Repair/
Replacement GREEN Pool Clean-Ups

for a free water quality assessment
10% off all drains
No worries

Just jump in!

480-694-1158

Not Enough Time in the day? Call

House Cleaning

Quality Professional Cleaning

480.833.1027

Weekly e Bi-Weekly e Monthly
REFERENCES AVAILABLE
20 Years Experience-Bonded & Insured

This space is

AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

Landscaping

Tree Trimming

Tree Removal

Reseeding

Brush Removal

Irrigation, Clean Ups
Pavers, Weeding, Garden Design

Stump Grinding

www.wshomemaintenance.com

Garage Door

+ Broken Springs Replaced

« Prompt Professional Service

+ Repair & Installation

+Bonded and Insured BBB

T
480-251-8610

not a licensed contractor

Cabinet Company

Red Rock

e Kitchen e Bathroom
e QOffice ® Laundry
FREE CABINET DESIGN
Redrockcabinets.com
Visit our showroom @
5865 W. Ray Road, St. 2
Chandler - 85226

602.825.2580

HANDYMAN

Semi-Retired
General Contractor
Need small jobs done
around the house?

Call John
480-772-7649 cell

Not a licensed contractor

INFINITY REMODEL

Full Remodels
Kitchen / Bath
Flooring

Licensed, Bonded

and Insured
ity Prope

Painting
HVAC "o
Electrical / Plumbing

480-999-1385

www.InfinityRemodel.com

Do it right the first time,
hire a quality, licensed contractor with
30 years experience.
Tempe Specialist

FREE ESTIMATES
R. Child Custom Carpentry

REMODEL CONTRACTOR

480.215.3373

RChildCustomCGarpentry@cox.net

Licensed e Bonded e Insured
= —_—

REME

Blasting

We clean pool tile, fountains and
water features by removing calcium
and other build-ups, restoring

surfaces to like-new condition!

Call 480-233-6561

Contactless quoting and cleaning

www.exirememediablast.com

This space is

AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

ROOFING

Maintenance starting
at $250. Free Estimates
on Re-roofs.

480-446-7663
Spencer 4 Hire Roofing

Lic #244850

Interior « Exterior Painting

Drywall repair with texture matching,
custom faux finishes and cabinets

small jobs also welcome

26 years experience in the Valley

480-814-1588

Lic. # ROC 069679

JAK.
CONSTRUCTION INC.

SPECIALIZING IN

SEAMLESS
RAIN GUTTERS

ALUM. SIDING - WINDOWS
TRIM « AZ ROOMS

480-820-8711

Licensed - Bonded - Insured - ROC112275

CONTRACTING

Your Contractor for Life
ROCH# 322729 | Licensed & Bonded
Concrete Laminate Flooring
Tile Electrical
Roofing Garage Floor Epoxy
Inside/Outside Paint Block
Pavers

480278728455

gflores@triplegcontractingaz.com

ELLIOT KYRENE STORAGE

Rent affordable, secure,
climate controlled storage! All units on
ground level and individually alarmed,
with on-site manager.

480.418.6946

elliotkyrenestorage.com

Announcements appearing
in our Neighborhood Services
section are placed by local busi-
ness owners who want to be a
reliable go-to source that you
can trust now and in the future.
Ads in this section appear in 6
consecutive issues at a cost of
$150, plus tax, which includes an
accompanying classified ad at no
additional charge. Call 480-966-
0837 for information.



Wrangler Classifieds ¢ 30 words/2 issues/$20

For Sale

Piano for sale: 1948 Baldwin baby grand piano.
Soundboard in excellent condition, finish in good

condition, professionally tuned and cleaned February

2021. $5,000 OBO. Buyer and seller split moving costs.

Contact (480) 510-2689.

’88 Pontiac Fiero: 2-door coupe; custom wheels, rear
spoiler, flip-up headlights, white color, black-gray
colored interior. Engine runs, fuel system needs repair.
Asking $270. 480-635-6871

Help Wanted

Great Harvest Bread Co is looking for both customer
service and baking team members. Pay is DOE. Call
480-777-1141 or stop in and fill out an application
1730 E. Warner Rd., Tempe

Services

ALTCS/Medicaid-AZ Long-Term Care System — Need
help to pay for Long-Term Care? Stay in your home,
have your unlicensed family member(s) be paid by
Arizona-ALTCS to provide your needed care! Call/Text
480-203-9592 or Visit ALTCSecrets.com 9/21

Cabinets—We can guide you through the new cabinet
process for your kitchen, bath or laundry room; call Jim
@ 602-825-2580; Red Rock Cabinet Co. 4/21
Carpentry — Carpentry, Concrete, Drywall, Stucco,
Roofing, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Patios,
Additions, Kitchens, Bathrooms. Call Roger 480-215-
3373. rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Plans if needed.
Lic. Bond. Ins. 5/21

Concrete — All your concrete needs. Quality concrete
work, slabs, footings , pavers , re-route sprinklers, hard
landscaping. Tempe based since 1996.nice guys. tel,
text 480 215 3373 e mail rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.
net. Lic, bonded and Ins. 5/21

Contracting — Triple G Contracting, your contractor
for life: concrete, tile, roofing, painting inside & out,
laminate flooring, electrical, garage floor epoxy, block.
480-787-8455 7/21

Digital Math or Spanish tutoring— Hello, my name is
Adam! | am a certified teacher and am offering Spanish
and math tutoring. Digital tutoring is always available
as needed. Please call (480)789-0604 or e-mail
a.a.peterson94@gmail.com. 6/21

Drywall, Stucco and paint—Call or text for a free
estimate: 480-215-3373. All textures perfect match.
Compare our prices to non-licensed contractors.
Discount for vets and teachers. 5/21

Garage Door — Garage Door Service, Broken Springs
Replaced. Prompt professional service, Repair

& Installation, no extra charge for evenings and
weekends. Not a licensed contractor. 480-251-8610.
5/21

Handyman — Handy Man Dan for all your home and
yard repairs, call Dan at 480-763-8379. Carpentry,
plumbing, painting, electrical. | do it all. Specializing

in the Kyrene Corridor. Local Resident with over 20
years’ experience. Not a licensed contractor, just a
perfectionist. Free Estimates. 9/21

Handyman — Honey-Do Handyman — General Repair
and Maintenance. Electrical, home entertainment
hookups, plumbing, install ceiling fans, fixtures, phone
jacks and most repair jobs. Clean, neat and dependable.
25 years’ experience. Not a licensed contractor - Make
your list and call Ron 480-233-1834 or 480-736-1599.
4/1

House Cleaning — PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING -
Serving the Valley for Over 25 Years. Affordable Service
with Quality and

Reliability. All Supplies Furnished. Excellent references.
480-838-4066 or 602-481-7000 1/22

House Cleaning — JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING —
Not enough time in a day?? We provide quality profes-
sional cleaning! Super dependable. Weekly, Bi-weekly,
Monthly. Call for a free phone quote. References avail.

20 years’ experience Bonded — AG0601, insured-46871.

It's a CLEAR choice!!! CALL 480-833-1027. 3/21
Landscaping — Tree cutting, tree removal, reseeding,
brush removal, irrigation, clean-ups, pavers, weeding,
garden designing 602-900-0667; wshomemaintenance.
com 5/21

Landscaping — WH Home Maintenance; landscape/
irrigation, tree removal & stump grinding; 20% Off
when referring a Friend or Neighbor; 602-900-0667
Notary—Need a notary? Let me come to you! Reliable,
trustworthy and on-time. We can meet in your home or
at a local coffee shop. Call Lynn Becker 480-227-1091
5/21

Place your ad at wranglernews.com or call 480-966-0837

Painting — Village Painting — Interior/Exterior painting,
drywall repair with texture matching, custom faux
finishes, and cabinets. Small jobs also welcome.
(ROC#069679) CALL (480) 814-1588. 4/21

Pool Equipment repair/replacement—Weekly Service,
GREEN pool Clean-ups , the only company where the
owner has a degree in hydrology! Insured, Certified
Pool Operator, Arizona Oasis Pool Service & Repair,
480-694-1158. 4/21

Pools — Extreme Media Blasting; we clean pool tile,
fountains & water features by removing calcium build-
up, restoring surfaces to like-new; 480-233-6561 7/21
Remodeling — JAK Construction Inc. — Specializing in
all phases of construction. Rain gutters, Downspouts,
Aluminum and Vinyl siding, AZ rooms, replacement
windows & doors, overhang trims/eaves. We love
small jobs! Call (480) 820-8711. Licensed, bonded and
insured. ROC #112275. 5/21

Remodeling — Infinity Remodel specializing in Tempe
home remodels, repairs and so much more! We are
your one-stop shop for all your home improvement
needs. Free estimates. Licensed. Bonded. Insured. ROC
#228281 480-999-1385. 5/21

Sprinklers — Aqua Masters—Specializing in System
Check-Ups,Valves, Heads, Timers, Leak Detection, Wire
Locating & Troubleshooting, Brown Spots & Low Pres-
sure Problems; 30+Years’ Experience Quality Service
480-478-0073 www.AquamastersAz.com 6/21
Storage—cElliot Kyrene Storage: Rent affordable, se-
cure, climate-controlled storage units in Tempe 85284;
all units on ground level and individually alarmed,;
onsite manager, 480-418-6946, elliotkyrenestorage.
com 6/21

Wrangler News is distributed every other Saturday

throughout the year to 20,000 homes & rack locations in
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Does Aunt Jane want fo see her favorite
grandkid in Wrangler News? Here's
where fo find an extra copy . ..

February 6 - 19, 2021
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Or visit
WranglerNews.com

COVER STORY
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Pages 12-13

What's insi s

Eyeonthe future
Whether exploring
space scienceor
v?ielding acamera, E_'illy
Hardiman is always in
focus. Pages 16-17

ArXXXORKXXXXXXXXX
Retired teacher donates
watercolors for at-risk
youth. Page 20

Wrangler News photo by Billy Hardiman

A note to our neighborhood businesses . . .

Would you like to add your location to the places where people
can conveniently pick up extra copies of Wrangler News?

We provide small, countertop-sized racks for easy placement
anywhere that works best for you. It’s a way to show your
support for the community AND bring in visitors who may not
have been there before. Just email editor@wranglernews.

com and we'll add you to our dropoff schedule AND to our
newspaper listing in every issue. Just one more way to get

your business in the eyes of even more people and show your
support for our hometown paper.

Here's a partial list of the public places and community-minded merchants
and where you can pick up a current issue. If it's a Tempe or West Chandler
business, take a moment to look around, say hello and tell them thanks for
being part of our efforts to bring neighbors — and neighborhoods — closer

together. Thanks! CALL 480-966-0845, option 1. for a full, updated listing

\X/rdng|er News oiiice,
92145 E Warner Road
(Across from GoDaddy).
94-hour outside rack.

Kyrene School District,
lobby, Kyrene & Warner,
Tempe

Crackers, homesty|e breakfast
& lunch, outside rack, 1285
W. Elliot Road, Tempe

Tempe Union HS District,

|obby, Guada|upe east of
Kyrene

Tempe City Hall, iobby,

downtown Tempe

Mill Avenue rdc|<, east
sio|e, just north of Rula Bu|d,
Tempe

Tempe Elementary School
District, Rural north of
Soutiiem, Lobby

Tempe Public Library,

Connections Cafe, Rural
south of Southern, Tempe

Pier 54/The Lakes, On the
Water, 5394 S. Lakeshore
Drive, Tempe

Marcos de Niza HS,
Main Office, Guadalupe &

Ldkesiiore

Bogeys Sports Bar &
Gri||, rack near front o|oor,
Guadalupe & Rural, Tempe

Tempe Smile Design,
periodical rack, reception

area, Guadalupe &
McClintock next to Rubio's

Steves Espresso, French press
coffee & more, peiiodica|
rack to left of front o|oor/

1801 E. Baseline at
McClintock, east side

Freeway Chevrolet, Always
irienciiy, aiways great deals,
Customer Lounge, 1150

N. 54th St., Chandler
Casa de Juana, The best

Mexican cuisine around, on
decorated bench, iobby,
1805 E. Elliot, Pollack

Tempe Cinema complex

Dairy Queen, top of

rack, Home of the famous
B|izzaro|, left of entry, Rural
& E||iot, northwest corner

Sunset Library, 4930 W.
Ray, Rural & Rdy, Chandler

Avizona Central Credit
Union, rack at front
entrance, 1805 W.
Chandler Blvd., Chandler

Chandler City Ha”, |obby,
175 S. Arizona Ave.

Chandler Chamber of
Commerce, 2nd Floor, 25
S. Avizona P|., Chandler
Corona del Sol HS, Main
Otiice/ 1001 E. Knox
Road, Tempe

Avrizona Community
Church, All are welcome,

receptionist, 9325 S. Rural
Road at Knox

Great Harvest Breaci, Like
mom used to ma|<e, inside

rdc|<, Warner & /\/\CC|intoci<,

southeast corner

Seattle Espresso, inside
table, 1840 E. Warmer
Road, McClintock Fountains
Center



Commentary . ..
Spring is city budget
season: Tempe makes it
easy to get info, give input

By Tempe City Councilmember Jennifer Adams

Did you know that it is not
just springtime in the City of
Tempe? It is also budget season!

While that may not sound
as pleasant, Tempe makes it
easy to engage with us and get
information on your city budget.
And there is still plenty of time

for you to do both.

As you may know, I am
always watching our city budget closely and involve
myself in making sure that we are delivering on our

promises to you. What I really want you to know is

that the two most important elements of developing
our city budget each year are data and your input.
Let me explain the data first:

The City Council has five strategic priorities and
our budget efforts are centered around achieving
these aims. Our priorities, which you can view at
tempe.gov/elected, are: Safe & Secure Communities;
Strong Community Connections; Quality of Life;
Sustainable Growth & Development; and Financial
Stability & Vitality.

But how will we know if we are living these
priorities as a city? That is where our performance
measures come in. These are the individual, smaller
goals that all align with one or more of our priorities.
You can go to performance.tempe.gov any time
and see how we are doing on these performance
measures. Every year in formulating the city budget,
we choose several performance measures that we
want to focus more on and invest more in during the
next fiscal year.

Each year, we ask Tempe residents how satisfied
they are with just about every city service and public
facility. We truly use this data to know what areas

DELIVERS A KNOCKOUT WITH
ITS FRESH AUTHENTIC AND
MOUTHWATERING FOOD

If you think you have been to a Mexican

restaurant lately you probably need to
reconsider and visit La Casa de Juana.

The fare is authentic Mexican, and
when we say authentic, we mean it!

Upon entering, you'll be dazzled by the

colorful décor, beautiful tables and
chairs, Mexican painted murals,
colorful banners hanging from the
ceiling and beautiful art.

may need more attention. Survey results are always
available at tempe.gov/survey.

Now for the other major element of developing
the city budget — you. The more you know and
the more you engage with us about how we are
spending your money, the more the city budget
reflects our residents and neighborhoods. Visit
tempe.gov/budget to get caught up on what has
been happening the last several months, including
the feedback provided in an online survey earlier
this spring. You will see the remaining City Council
public hearings that are part of the budget process
and you are welcome to watch and participate in any
of those. All of this work is leading up to the new
fiscal year, which begins July 1.

Crafting a responsible $800 million city budget is
no small feat. We use data, we need your input and
we could not do it without the extremely hard work
of our city staff. If you have any questions or input
about how the city spends its money, please reach
out to me by calling 480-350-8835, emailing jennifer
adams@tempe.gov or visiting JenniferAdamsTempe

on Facebook.

UANA

Warm orange and yellow tones echoing
throughout the eatery will make this
your favorite Mexican restaurant. Give
La Casa De Juana a try and enjoy great
food, awesome salsa, great service and
amazing ambience. Don't forget happy
hour from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. every day
with $2 beer (domestic and imports)
and $3 margaritas.

This place is a must. The flavorful salsa,
the delicious margaritas, the
extraordinary and well-priced food will
definitely keep you coming back.

Check out our menu or order online at
juanashouse.com



Patti Agnew - Realtor
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Call Us First”
480-797-2892

and Patti

Dear South Tempe Neighbor,

We're writing YO
the 85284 and
since last year

ou have any interest in se
Kk with buyers willing to pay

off the hoo
home in

look at
It's a

ou win th
we'll sell your home once Y
close date, your home sold for

South Tempe.
profitable right now. w
your home
more accurate pri

1t will take 15 minutes. I'm
at its value.
don't want the
the sale to buy
lender who will

u because there are only 30 homes for sale in
85283 Zip codes. It's a shockingly low number
there were about 315 homes for sale! Would
lling your home? Our phone is ringing
over asking price for a
Your sale would be quick, simple, and very
ith a brief Zoom or Facetime call, we can
Il you what i+'s worth today for free.
than what you'll find online.
certain you'll be p\eascnﬂy surprised
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time to find your next home.

Please call

quick response a¥ 480-797-2892.

our cell or text us for a
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Scott and Patti Agnew

WRANGLERNEWS.COM
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Sc ‘
ott Agnew - Operating Principal

Sell Your Home
for a Record

Price in 2021!

NEW! -We now give you

money to buy b
sell, too. y before you

Call us at

480-79728
) 920
Eeln(;all agnew@kw.com to get
a uaranteed Offer on your
n?(:lth Tempe home and the
nexltu;,ly upfront to buy your

ome now before

sell to skip the hassle. vou

AGNEW.

480-797-2892
Call Us First




