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RREEVV..  JJEESSSSEE  JJAACCKKSSOONN
PPAAGGEE  44

NNNNeewwss  ffrroomm  tthhee  AAffrriiccaann  AAmmeerriiccaann  ppeerrssppeeccttiivvee  wwiitthhoouutt  ffeeaarr  oorr  ffaavvooeewwss  ffrroomm  tthhee  AAffrriiccaann  AAmmeerriiccaann  ppeerrssppeeccttiivvee  wwiitthhoouutt  ffeeaarr  oorr  ffaavvoo rrrr

REV. JESSE JACKSON

After 44 long years in prison, serving time for
a crime he didn't commit, Ronnie Long finally
got his freedom and finally got his pardon of
innocence! 

What he didn't get, he now says, is anywhere
near the money the State of North Carolina
owes him for wrongly depriving him of his free-
dom for those 44 years, and he wants the world
to know it.

"North Carolina intentionally put me in the
penitentiary and you tell me $750,000 is worth 44
years of my life?" Long, 65, opined to WCNC-TV
recently.

It was 1976 when a then young Ronnie Long
was convicted for allegedly raping a White
woman in Concord and sentenced to 80 years in
prison. It wasn't until August 2020 when local
prosecutors determined that exculpatory evi-
dence that proved Long was innocent had been
covered up during his original trial, and he was
finally released from prison.

Gov. Cooper gave Long a pardon of innocence
in December 2020.

By law, North Carolina is obligated to com-
pensate wrongly convicted people $50,000 for
every year that they are wrongly incarcerated.

However, that amount is capped at $750,000.
That means either Long was compensated for

only 15 of the 44 years he spent in prison, or North
Carolina only compensated him just over $17,000
per year for the 44 it kept him behind bars.

Either way, neither Long nor his attorney
likes it.

"You took my 20's, my 30's, my 40's, and my 50s,
and you still talking about this is worth that?"
Long told USA TODAY.

Long's parents died while he was in prison,
and he had no savings when he was convicted,
his attorney, Jamie Lau says.

"He entered prison healthy and left broken,"
Lau said."His ongoing financial security is the
least he deserves after so much was taken over
those 44 years." 

However, that likely is not about to happen.
Readers will recall it is was 2012 when the sur-

viving members of the Wilmington Ten were
granted pardons of innocence by then Gov.
Beverly Perdue after over 40 years of falsely
being charged with felonies stemming from the
1971 firebombing of a White owned grocery
store in Wilmington during racial unrest there.

The Ten were falsely convicted in 1972 and
collectively sentenced to over 282 years in
prison. Ultimately, none of them ever served
their full sentences, but because North Carolina
never legally cleared them until 2012, all ten

were still considered convicted felons for at
least 40 years.

That meant that, while some were able to find
small jobs, any hopes of meaningful careers
were dashed because the felony convictions
were still on their records for at least 40 years.

And when Gov. Perdue granted the pardons of
innocence, the families of those Wilmington
Ten members who were deceased were denied
compensation for the many years that the State
took from them.

Now, in the Ronnie Long case, the State's
legally instituted unfairness rears its head
again.

"His life was stolen from him," AshLeigh
Long, Ronnie's wife, told the News and
Observer. "His parents are dead. Who knows
what we would have done if he had those 44
years back?" 

Attorney Lau assures that he and his client
are seeking to hold others responsible for Long's
false conviction and imprisonment accountable.
"Whatever remedies are available for holding
those responsible for his wrongful incarcera-
tion accountable and to ensure that he is finan-
cially secure in the future." 

To say that Ronnie Long is bitter about the sit-
uation is an understatement.

"I've got a dead mother and father in the
ground," he said. "You tell me what's fair!" 

BBYY  CCAASSHH  MMIICCHHAAEELLSS
OF THE WILMINGTON JOURNAL

TTHHEE  AABBIILLIITTYY  TTOO
CCOOMMMMUUNNIICCAATTEE
IISS  IIMMPPOORRTTAANNTT

BERNEST HEWETT

RONNIE LONG

I was taught in high school
that I should know how to do
certain paperwork so that life
would be simple and easier for
daily living and doing busi-
ness. One should know how to
fill out applications, write and
express one's feelings so that
what he or she is saying can
be understood when it is read.
We should be able to take
instructions (verbal or writ-
ten). These are a few of the
basic things the average per-
son should know. I find that
this is not always true for peo-
ple of all races, White, Black,
Hispanic, etc. I also find for

Please see
BRUNSWICK/Page 2
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Ronnie
Long
feels

cheated
by state 

after 44 years
in prison

In March Aundra Johnson gave
more than twenty historical two-
dimensional items from the estate of
the late Kenneth Davis to the
Wilmington Journal.

Davis, a local community histori-
an with special interests in African
American heritage, was active in
studies and projects to create the
Wilmington 1898 Monument, and
other historic markers.

His close friend, Aundra said the
local activist's mounted black and
white newspaper prints and photo-
graphs needed a special site for safe
keeping and display.

"There are images about
Tuskegee, 1898, and many more,"
Johnson said.

She has special respect for her

roots in the lower Cape Fear region.
Johnson grew up in Rocky Point,

and graduated from Pender High
School.

She has lived in Philadelphia,
Washington, D.C. and Brooklyn,
New York.

A four year period of active duty
in the United States Air Force also
led to duty stations in Texas,
Mississippi, and California.

Johnson enjoys traveling within
the United States, and writing poet-
ry.

Referring to herself as a spiritual
person, she is associated with Mt.
Moriah African Methodist
Episcopal Church.

After the loss of a cousin,
Johnson said she became more
active in writing inspirational
poems and allowing the spirit of the
Lord to lead her.

"My constitution that I live by is

treat people like you want to be
treated even if they don't treat you
the same," she said.

"That's the Lord's battle."
Johnson has recently been hired

as manager of a new small business
franchise. "The Wash House,"
opened its twentieth North Carolina
location in Wilmington and she is in
charge.

Her upbringing as the middle
child of five siblings has proved
helpful in working with a diverse
public in the inner city laundering
business.

"I treat everyone right, White or
Black, rich or poor," Johnson said.

Customers know her name and
she knows theirs.

There is mutual respect.
"Without rules you have chaos."
Referring to the way some folk

wear their pants, slacks and shorts,
she quipped,

Johnson gifts images to the Wilmington Journal

AUNDRA JOHNSON

BBYY  BBEEVVEERRLLYY  SSMMAALLLLSS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER



BBYY  HHAAZZEELL  TTRRIICCEE  EEDDNNEEYY

(TriceEdneyWire.com) -
Among the first evidence
presented by prosecutors in
the trial of former
Minneapolis police officer
Derek Chauvin in his
killing of George Floyd is
that it was not just 8 min-
utes and 46 seconds as orig-
inally thought, but rather,
it was 9 minutes and 29 sec-
onds that Chauvin knelt on
Floyd's neck.

People in the courtroom
and those keeping up with
the trial by media would
later learn that it was even
worse than the 9 minutes
and 29 seconds. Moreover,
they learned that Chauvin's
knee not only remained on
George Floyd's neck for as
long as there was breath in
his body; but - according to
a pulmonary expert,
Chauvin's knee continued
to press into Floyd's neck
for three minutes after
Floyd was already dead.

These travesties of jus-
tice remain unspeakable to
those who cringe or cry
every time they hear the
suffering of George Floyd
as he pled for his life. And
as bad as that was, the
blows of injustice to the
Black community, its par-
ents and children continue
to get worse.

In yet another tragic
death, Minneapolis has
been on nightly curfew as
protestors continue to cry
out for justice. On Sunday,
April 11, only 10 miles away
from the location of the
Derek Chauvin trial, yet
another Minneapolis police
officer took out her
revolver and shot an
unarmed 20-year-old Black
man. The death of Daunte
Wright was characterized
by the then police chief as
an accident.

Despite the resignation
of and subsequent second
degree manslaughter
charge against now former
Officer Kim Potter, who
said she meant to shoot her
taser at Wright and despite

the resignations of the
police chief and city man-
ager, there is no consola-
tion to Americans - Black
or White - who have experi-
enced these non-stop back-
to-back travesties against
Black people.

So far, indications are
that there is seemingly no
end in sight for the assaults
on the Black community.
Even the senseless
Windsor, Va. traffic stop of
U. S. Army Lt. Caron
Nazario a Black and
Hispanic man stopped and
pepper sprayed by a rogue
cop shouting misguided
orders has baffled the
nation. There is no solace
that the cop, Joe Gutierrez,
who then lied in his report
about the details of the
incident, was fired. It is no
solace because these traves-
ties of justice happen every
day out of the sight of cam-
eras where some of the sto-
ries are never even
revealed much less
believed.

On March 3, 1991, when
Rodney King was viciously
beaten by Los Angeles
police officers, much of
America was awakened by
the video repeatedly shown
on daily news. But across
America, Black-owned
newspapers have long
recorded the trauma of vio-
lence against Black people,
continuing from the
unspeakable cruelties of
American slavery.
Beginning with Freedom's
Journal in 1827 to journal-
ist Ida B. Wells' 1895 Red
Record documentation of
American lynching to
Black American newspa-
pers' Double V campaign
during World War II to JET
magazine's 1955 photo of
the tortured Emmett Till,
regardless of how bad it
got, the continued docu-
mentation of these evils
well into the 21st Century
now proves that it is yet
worse than we ever
thought.

But there must be an end
to this centuries-long night-

mare. The blood of those
who have recently become
household names are cry-
ing out, underscoring the
indescribable horrors
heaped upon them and
therefore upon Black peo-
ple: Trayvon Martin,
Stephon Clark, Freddie
Gray, Eric Garner, Amadou
Diallo, Philando Castile,
Michael Brown, Breonna
Taylor, Tamir Rice, Sandra
Bland, George Floyd - and
thousands of others.

And yet, we the people
march and protest because
we still believe. We still
believe that our America, a
nation built upon our backs
and by the suffering of our
ancestors, will someday
respect us. We still believe
that America, with a
Declaration of
Independence that promis-
es equality of "life, liberty,
and pursuit of happiness",
will someday do right by us.
And, even as we acknowl-
edge that it is indeed worse
than we ever thought, we
still believe that the collec-
tive voices and unified
courage of Black, White
and others together will
give rise to answered
prayers that will finally end
this modern-day civil war.
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one reason or   another,
paperwork is not always
done when it is needed,
particularly in the writing
and execution of wills,
insurance policies, job
applications, property
management, etc. We really
need to take on this process
of paperwork. I find that
many people have no idea
of what to do when a fami-
ly member dies or a storm
comes and destroys their
houses. We don't under-
stand how to deal with the
fine points of car wrecks,
etc. Please get in touch
with your community col-
lege. Personnel there can
help you most of the time
with these processes and
the paperwork. We should
talk with our local school
board and, perhaps, make
some suggestions on this
subject. Our ability to com-
municate is the greatest
thing in the world. People
of color are hurt most by
this basic drawback. We
must be proficient in our
reading and writing and
understanding the basic
fundamentals of literacy!

Bernest Hewett is
President Emeritus of the
Brunswick County
Chapter of the NAACP.

BRUNSWICK
Continued from Page 1

““IIff  tthhee  lliioonnss  ddoo  nnoott  wwrriittee  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  hhiissttoorryy,,  

tthheenn  tthhee  hhuunntteerrss    wwiillll  ggeett  aallll  tthhee  ccrreeddiitt..””

----------AANN  AAFFRRIICCAANN  PPRROOVVEERRBB

NEWS ANALYSIS

It's worse than we ever thought

DAUNTE WRIGHT AND SON

U. S. ARMY LT. CARON NAZARIO WITH HANDS UP AS NOW FIRED VIRGINIA
POLICE OFFICER JOE GUTIERREZ PREPARES TO PEPPER SPRAY HIM.

(SCREENSHOT)
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KKIINNSSTTOONN  OOFFFFIICCIIAALLSS
PPRROOBBEE  PPOOLLIICCEE
BBEEAATTIINNGG  OOFF  BBLLAACCKK
MMAANN

[KINSTON] Kinston
police and city officials are
investigating a disturbing
video of one of their officers
punching a Black man on

the ground at least four
times Monday evening in
front of Little Caesar's
restaurant. Local media
report that employees inside
called police when a man
identified as David Bruton
Jr., 36, began to make
threats. Police caught
Bruton as he tried to run
outside, and held him down,
while one officer is seen in a
video punching him on the
ground. Reportedly, Bruton
suffers from mental illness
and has had police encoun-

ters before. The local
NAACP is demanding a full
investigation.

CCLLIINNIICCSS  SSWWIITTCCHH  TTOO
PPFFIIZZEERR  AANNDD  MMOODDEERRNNAA
VVAACCCCIINNEESS  AAFFTTEERR  JJ&&JJ
WWAARRNNIINNGG

[DURHAM] Local health
clinics across the state are
switching to the Pfizer and
Moderna COVID-19 vac-
cines in the aftermath of
reports that the Johnson &
Johnson vaccine has
caused some rare heart

problems in some of its
recipients. Earlier this
week, the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration and
the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
warned local clinics to stop
administering the single-
dose J&J vaccine "out of an
abundance of caution"
after reports of several
women recipients experi-
encing serious blood-clot
afterward, with one of the
women dying. Officials cau-
tion that the problem has

happened very, very rarely,
and should not dissuade
anyone who hasn't gotten
his/her shot from getting
one, especially given that
there have been no reported
problems with the Pfizer or
Moderna two-shot vaccines.

SSTTAATTEE  LLAAWWMMAAKKEERRSS
WWAANNTT  DDAAYYLLIIGGHHTT  
SSAAVVIINNGG  TTIIMMEE  TTOO  BBEE
PPEERRMMAANNEENNTT

[RALEIGH] A bill mak-
ing daylight saving perma-
nent in North Carolina is

making its way through a
House committee. If it
makes it to the House floor
and passes, it would bring
North Carolina closer to
joining fifteen other states
in the nation that have
passed laws or resolutions
seeking to move clocks up
one hour ahead permanent-
ly. Those laws can only go
into effect if Congress
approves.

STATE BRIEFSSTATE BRIEFS

CCOOMMPPIILLEEDD  BBYY
CCAASSHH  MMIICCHHAAEELLSS

Rev. Barber warns: Get ready 
to fight for N. C. voting rights again

In 2013, when the
Republican-led North
Carolina General Assembly
passed massive legislation
restricting voting rights, then
NC NAACP president, The
Reverend William Barber,
took to the streets in constant
protest and the courts to
expose the injustice and to
warn the rest of the nation
that one day it would face the
same challenge.

Well, that day, arguably, is
here. According to the
Brennan Center for Justice,
lawmakers in 47 out of 50
states in the nation have
introduced 361 bills with
restrictive voting provisions.

Count North Carolina,
once again, as one of them,
as restrictive bills have
already been filed in the leg-
islature to deal with mail-in
absentee balloting, mandat-
ing that Election Day be the
deadline for mail-in ballots
and not allowing the state
attorney general to enter
into any legal agreements
affecting the election process
without the Republican
House and Senate leadership
approval.

Now add to that the trial
that commenced this week

over the constitutionality of
the 2018 voter ID law and the
contention that the law was
passed by the N. C. General
Assembly to, once again,
inhibit African-Americans'
right to vote.

The Reverend Dr. Barber
says that, in order to combat
the ever growing threat to vot-
ing rights nationally and in
North Carolina today, the
same strategy as in 2013
should be employed, the exer-
tion of pressure in the streets
and in the courts.

"North Carolina was where
much of this started in 2013,
and we took them to task and
created the formula for beat-
ing them," Rev. Barber says.
"There must be protest. You
can't comply with the laws
and give in. You must build
an inter-racial pushback. You
must do serious legal work
and prove intentional racism!
You can't just say it is! You
must prove that it is!
Corporate boycotts alone are
not going to stop voter sup-
pression because voter sup-
pression is not just about
race! It's about control of the
economic levers of our socie-
ty. Dr King noted this at the
end of the Selma to
Montgomery March when he
said, "The threat of free exer-
cise of the ballot by the Negro

and White masses is what cre-
ated a segregated society.
This is what happened when
the Negro and White masses
of the South threatened to
unite and build a great socie-
ty, a society where greed and

poverty would be done away
with. The battle to suppress
the vote and the battle to sup-
press labor rights has been
the tactic used by the
Southern White aristocracy
to hold on to their money."

The Reverend Dr. Barber
continued, "I suspect the GOP
will try again in North
Carolina. They know the
demographics are such that
they can't win, especially
statewide at large, in a fair

election. They know the victo-
ries they have in the legisla-
ture are primarily due to bad
redistributing maps. So they
have to try, and we have to
fight back in protest at the
ballot box and in the courts.”

REV. DR. WILLIAM BARBER

BBYY  CCAASSHH  MMIICCHHAAEELLSS
OF THE WILMINGTON JOURNAL



TT he trial of Derek
Chauvin for kneeing
George Floyd to

death for almost ten minutes
will go to the jury  soon. Floyd
was born and raised in the
Cape Fear River Valley, and we
are part of his NC family. We

have a special
interest in the
Big Jury of
Public Opi-
nion that has
had all the evi-
dence it need-
ed to create a
historic new
Reckoning in
2020. The
M i n n e s o t a
A t t o r n e y

General supervising the prose-
cution of the Crime of our
Generation has won the Big
Jury already, in my legal and
organizer opinion.

Chauvin was fired as soon as
the World and his Chief
watched the 10-minute film
that should win the Academy
Award this year. The Chief, of
course, also knew Chauvin's
extensive disciplinary record
when he watched the film.
According to Chauvin's person-
nel records, he had shot two
other people before he decided
to use his knee as his weapon of
choice.

Chauvin had 18 misconduct
complaints filed against him,
in about the same number or
years on the force. Police con-
duct experts say that a cop who

averages a complaint a year is
not really trying to change his
behavior. Police Chiefs,
Mayors, City Councils and
other elected officials who
oversee Police Chiefs, should
demand to see records of Bad
Apples, who have become
Rotten, or who started out with
Klan attitudes. Police attitudes
toward the natives and tourists
of a region like Wilmington,
more than any other municipal
employee, represents the City's
welcoming spirit to its resi-
dents and tourists.

""II  ccaann''tt  wwaaiitt  ffoorr  aa  rraaccee  wwaarr..""
Last June - ten months ago-

three Wilmington cops were
caught airing their true feel-
ings, with a heavy helping of
"N" and "F" words. "Wipe them
off the "F" map," they said.
"Put them back four or five gen-
erations," they said. "I can't
wait for a race war." they said.

Wilmington's new Police
Chief, backed by the City
Council and the NAACP, imme-
diately fired the three Rotten
Apples, but not before their
ugly feelings were broadcast on
national television, reminding
everyone of Wilmington's 1898
massacre of African
Americans and the Moral
Fusion Movement which had
achieved a real multi-racial
governing power in the region.
Add this the Frame up and
Wrongful imprisonment of
Rev. Ben Chavis and his nine
fellow peacemakers in the
1970's.

In short, Wilmington has 120
years of experience of dealing
with a racist white element
that was bound and deter-
mined to set it "back for four or
five generations." We should
set the example of a large met-
ropolitan area that knows how
to Identify, Isolate, and Jettison
the Rotten Apple Racist ele-
ments.

One Breakdown in
Identifying bad apples such as
Chauvin and the Three Rotten
Apples who surfaced last June
on the Wilmington PD, is to
protect civilians and other cops
when they report on rogue
racist cops. On the day
Chauvin murdered our
Fayetteville Brother, there
were a couple of rookie cops
who Chauvin was training.
They were caught between a
rock and a hard place. It's likely
there were younger cops on the
Wilmington force who had
heard the racist language and
true feelings of the Three "F"
and "N" cops. Their career
would not last long of they
reported the officers obvious
KKK attitudes. Did any other
cops blow the whistle on their
colleagues?  

North Carolina has a high-
ly effective Whistleblower
Protection Act for its state
employees-- G.S. 126-83-85. It
covers state employees, but it
could easily be revised to pro-
tect whistle blowers who
reported in good faith racist
cops acts that constitute a

racist work environment who
work for municipal and local
governments. Truth before
Reconciliation was Mandela's
rule. But we don't have to
wait until everything is per-
fect before we protect our
local whistleblowers for
reporting racist wrongdoing
and corruptness in our
Region's Public Services
Departments. It would let
everyone know we want cops
who respect and protect all
visitors and residents of our
area. Ambassadors for
Wilmington.

Att. McSurely worked in
the Civil Rights Movement
from 1960 to 1968, when his
family's home was dynamited
in Eastern Kentucky.
Margaret Herring and he
were charged with over-
throwing the Government of
Kentucky by building moral
fusion alliances with
Appalachian coal miners and
Black voters. He became a
lawyer after 15 years of
apprenticeship to Bill
Kunstler, Arthur Kinoy, and
Morton Stavis while they
fought off charges of sedition
and contempt. He earned his
law degree from NCCU Law
School and has been suing
racist institutions ever since.
He has worked closely with
his friend, Bishop William J.
Barber II. Five years ago, he
married O'Linda Watkins,
President of Moore County
NAACP Branch.

(TriceEdneyWire.com)

EE ven as Derek Chauvin is on trial for the murder of
George Floyd, police 10 miles away fatally shot an
African American man, Duante Wright, after

pulling him over for an alleged traffic violation. That trig-
gered protests that led to confrontations with police, despite
Wright’s family pleading for non-violence.

The Washington Post reports that 985 people have been shot
and killed by police in the past year, with blacks more than
two times as likely to be shot and killed than whites.
Fundamental reform is long overdue. Now the House of
Representatives has passed the George Floyd Justice in

Policing Act for the second time.
The act, drawn up by Rep. Karen Bass and

Judiciary Committee Chair Rep. Jerry
Hudson, has been endorsed by leading civil
rights and criminal justice groups, pushed by
the Congressional Black Caucus, and hailed
by George Floyd’s family and attorneys. The
act would set national standards for police
behavior. It bans the use of chokeholds of var-
ious sorts, like that used to kill George Floyd.
It bans no-knock warrants that led to the
shooting of Breonna Taylor in Louisville. It
restricts the transfer of military weaponry to
police forces. Federal assistance would be con-

ditioned on local police forces requiring the use of body and
car cameras, as well as anti-discrimination policies and train-
ing. It restricts the qualified immunity doctrine that shields
police from civil liability.

President Joe Biden has called on the Senate to pass the
measure and promised to sign it into law. These commonsense
reforms should have bipartisan support, but sadly the bill
received only one vote from Republicans when it passed the
House in February. The reforms are far from complete. The
Movement for Black Lives, the collection of 150 civil rights
groups that helped organize the unprecedented protest move-
ment across the country after George Floyd’s death, praises
the creation of federal standards, a ban on chokeholds and
restriction of the immunity doctrine but says that the bill
goes “nowhere near far enough.”

It calls for investments upfront in communities and people,
addressing mass incarceration and systemic racism, and
making police accountable to communities. The leaders
worry that passage of the George Floyd Act would exhaust
reform efforts, not simply be the first step toward reform.
Surely the M4BL is right: sensible police reforms are neces-
sary but not sufficient. Renewed investment in communities
and greater community control over the police are essential.
The plague of mass incarceration must be ended.

The George Floyd Act, however, need not be in conflict with
broader reforms. Conservative Democrats fret that the M4BL
slogan — Defund the police — alienates voters. Certainly,
most African Americans want protection from crime and vio-
lence. They don’t want to get rid of the police, they want to
turn them from a threat to an ally. Many police officers agree
that we’ve loaded police with too many responsibilities —
from dealing with domestic disputes to handling the mentally
unstable — because social services have been starved in poor
communities. Police reforms will never work unless accompa-
nied by and embedded in rebuilding and empowering commu-
nities.

The movement that mobilized after the horrific killing of
George Floyd has begun to spark reforms across the country.
I urge the civil rights and criminal justice community to
unite to push the Senate to pass the George Floyd Act as a first
step, to be accompanied by state and local efforts to transform
police and federal resources to invest in communities and cre-
ate new lines of accountability. The vibrant movement for jus-
tice that the M4BL has helped to trigger will not stop there.

The unprecedented outpouring of support must continue
to mobilize, to demand accountability, to protest police vio-
lence, and to keep the pressure on for broader reform. The
movement can’t let the perfect be enemy of the good, nor
allow partial reforms to slake the need for more action, more
experimentation, and greater community control.
Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr., is the founder of Rainbow Coalition.
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The Wilmington Journal was founded on
the principle of the Black Press Credo. The
Black Press believes that America can best
lead the world away from racial and
national antagonism when it accords to
every person, regardless of race, color or
creed, full human and legal rights. Hating

no person in the firm belief that all are hurt as long as anyone is
held back.

The Wilmington Journal welcomes letters from its readers. All
letters are subject to editing. We will not publish pseudonymous
letters. All correspondence must include a home address and a
daytime phone number. All correspondence must be signed,
unless it is e-mailed. Letters may be sent to our Physical Address:
412 S. 7th Street, 28401 or our Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1020,
28402. We also accept letters via e-mail at wilmjourn@aol.com or
via fax at (910) 343-1334.
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WW
ill there ever
come a time
when unarmed

black men and women can
drive safely on the streets of
America?

When will those
Americans who carry

Bibles in
their hands,
the constitu-
tion in their
pockets, and
hatred in
their hearts
finally open
this holy
book and
read the
words: do
unto others
as you would

have them do unto you?
Will they ever read the

second paragraph to the
Declaration of
Independence, "We hold
these truths to be self-evi-
dent, that all men are creat-
ed equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty and the pursuit
of Happiness."

Will there ever come a
time when the good people
of this nation - the moral
majority - finally read that
passage in the Bible that
says: when you do it to the
least of them, you do it to
me. You do it to my son. You
do it to my daughter

Black and white
Americans read the same

Bible. They quote the same
scriptures. Yet, many bible
readers stand silent as black
men and women die at the
hands of those sworn to pro-
tect and serve.

Certain ministers tell us
that Jesus loves us - invite
us to pray. Yet these same
ministers stand silent as the
cancerous sin of racism
devours the heart and soul
of America.

Some Americans blame
dead black men and women
for not being obedient - for
not being compliant.

They seek explanations
for that which cannot be
explained. There are no
explanations or excuses for
killing an unarmed, hand-
cuffed black man by kneel-
ing on his neck for over 9
minutes. There is no justifi-
cation for killing Daunte
Wright at a traffic stop; or
Philando Castile, or Michael
Brown; or a bloodstained
list of others who were
killed unjustly. It reminds
us of the lynching of black
men in the past, on Sunday
afternoons - after church -
where the congregation
could watch in silent acqui-
escence.

There are no explana-
tions to make right the
killings of black men and
women - human beings cre-
ated by the same God that
gives life to all beings.

Who can cure the cancer-
ous sin that devours
America?

Must God make the rocks
cry out? Who will confront
the hatred, racism, and
white supremacy that grows
each day in this land of the
free and home of the brave?
What treatment is there for
the cancer of American
racism that seems to be
growing throughout the
world as hatred of Blacks,
Jews, and Asians.

The lawmakers and politi-
cians cannot cure the sin
because many of them per-
petrate racism, lies, and
hatred by omission, com-
mission, or resounding
silence.

The courts cannot cure
the cancer because they
have been or continue to be
used to justify and perpetu-
ate racism, lies and hatred.

Religious leaders - black
and white - have the power
to make a choice!

They can speak out for
truth and justice for the
least of them.

Or they can continue to
deny, avoid, or dispute the
reality that black
Americans experience
every day in this country.

If our religious leaders -
black and white - cannot
come together to speak out
and take action for justice,
equity, and truth, then
America is doomed.

Let us consider how
America practices its reli-
gion.

Excerpt from Page 53 of
Solving The Race Issue In

America (www.solvingther-
aceissue.com):

"How does America prac-
tice its religion?

If America is truly "One
nation under God," let us
look at how America prac-
tices its religion and wor-
ships its God. The separa-
tion and segregation that
exists in America today
starts in the Churches of
America. From 11:00am to
12 noon on Sunday morning
is the most segregated and
separated hour in America.
This is the hour that most
American Christians wor-
ship their God." 

The scripture is clear: to
whom much is given, much
is expected.

God will not be mocked.
The Bible we claim to

cherish and the prayers we
offer up to God must not
only be in our lips, but in
our hearts, our minds, our
spirits, and in our feet.

We must put on the whole
armor of God - righteous-
ness, truth, and justice - and
say together:

Enough is Enough.
© Copyright 2021

LifeSkill Institute, Inc.,
P.O. Box 302, Wilmington,
NC 28402

Learn more about
"Solving The Race Issue In
America" and contactDr.
Herbert (H J) Harris at:
www.solvingtheraceis-
sue.com.  Email: info@solv-
i n g t h e r a c e i s s u e . c o m
Phone: 800-570-4009.

Dr.
Herbert
Harris

mailto:wilmjourn@aol.com
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KKnnoocckk  aatt  tthhee  ddoooorr
(TriceEdneyWire.com)  

TT here’s no doubt that
there are faults and
flaws in the

American system of democ-
racy. When I taught, my stu-
dents learned that American
Democracy was established
under the principle of one
man-one vote/majority rules.
Indigenous people, Black peo-
ple, women, and other groups
weren’t allowed to vote.
Whichever white man got the
most votes “ran the show.”
There were, and always have
been, schemes to unfairly
shift the balance of political
power. My students also
learned that our political
model was established under
a two-party system where
compromise was ostensibly
sought to achieve consensus.

Today, rather than seeking
compromise, legislating is
tantamount to combat. Data
tells us that nationally the
Republican Party stands in
the minority, yet rather than
adhering to founding princi-
ples, they use every available
tactic to ensure the “rule of
the minority.”

Recently, the Republican
legislature sent a bill to
Georgia Governor Brian
Kemp which he signed enact-
ing voting restrictions aimed
at communities of color.

Objective observers view this
new law as a “revenge law”
for Democratic success in the
2020 general elections
designed to prevent future
election successes of non-
Republican candidates.

Analysts attempt to justify
the Georgia law by comparing
it to laws of more progressive

states. This
is a false
nar rative.
The history
of discrimi-
natory vot-
ing prac-
tices in
s o u t h e r n
states, in
general, and
G e o r g i a ,
specifically,
is proof. My

friend Dick Gregory often
said, “Just because it’s legal
doesn’t make it right.”

Commonly, objection to the
new law is that it was enacted
in response to “Trump’s Big
Lie” of a stolen election. The
length of the 98-page law pre-
vents a complete review, but
research by Georgia Public
Broadcasting reporter
Stephen Fowler condensed
the law and I will attempt to
condense it further. The new
law provides for:

A food and drink restric-
tion

The Atlanta Journal
Constitution reported an
average wait time for an
African American Georgia
voter was 51 minutes in unfa-
vorable contrast to the aver-
age wait time of 7 minutes for
a white voter. Criminalizing
the distribution of food and
beverages to waiting voters
has an obvious and
irrefutable disparate impact
upon African American vot-
ers.

Increased state power over
counties

The new law removes the
Georgia secretary of state as
the chair of the state elec-
tions board and allows the
state legislature to appoint a
“nonpartisan” chair of the
board. Accordingly, this
board is empowered to deter-
mine whether county elec-
tions have been properly exe-
cuted and, if not, the legisla-
ture could use administrative
remedy to correct them. This
supports the likelihood that a
recurrence of Trump's base-
less claims about the 2020
election could be successful.
This provision concerns offi-
cials and activists in large
Democratic-run counties like
Atlanta's Fulton County.

Guaranteed -- limited --
drop boxes

The new law also limits bal-
lot drop boxes in each county,

their hours of availability,
and location. Fulton County
would go from 38 drop boxes
to eight in the future. The law
states that drop boxes need to
be located at elections offices
or inside early voting loca-
tions.

Additionally, the law alters
or gives options for proce-
dures to early and absentee
voting. I encourage readers
to familiarize and understand
the new law and what it
means to our communities.
We already know that Texas
and Arizona are considering
similar legislation.

Brian Kemp is a self-serv-
ing politician who will dis-
criminate to maintain his
power. True to his discrimi-
natory self-interests, the sign-
ing was done behind closed
doors with six white cronies
observing. When Georgia
State representative Park
Cannon knocked on Kemp’s
door to bear witness to this
modern jelly bean jar, she did
it for US!  We must likewise be
willing to open the doors of
racism and expose its ugly
face to all. Keep on knocking
Park!

Dr. E. Faye Williams is
President of the National
Congress of Black Women
and host of "Wake Up and
Stay Woke" on WPFW-89.3
FM.

CRAZY FAITH MINISTRIESCRAZY FAITH MINISTRIES
OObbsseerrvvaattiioonn  ooff  aa  

nnoott--ssoo--hhoonnoorraabbllee  pprrooffeessssiioonn

EE ven as the country - and the world - watches the trial
for ex-Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin, the
ugly presence of white officers unduly accosting

Black people cannot hide.
This time it was two officers harassing a Black /Latino man

in uniform. Caron Nazario, a second lieutenant in the United
States Army, was stopped and harassed by two Windsor, Va.,
police officers. They stopped Nazario because they thought he
was driving a stolen car. As soon as Nazario saw police lights
behind him, he slowed down, put his flashers on, and led them
to a nearby gas station so that their encounter would not hap-
pen on a dark road.

What happened next is as unconscionable as
it is wrong. The officers drew their weapons,
gave Nazario conflicting directions on what to
do, pepper-sprayed him, struck him with their
batons, and finally arrested him.

When Nazario said he was afraid to get out of
his car - which was new, by the way, with a tem-
porary license plate in the window - one of the
officers said, "you should be."
(https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-
va/2021/04/10/virginia-police-gunpoint-army-
nazario/) 

Policing in this country is a national dis-
grace, a profession devoid of honor when it

comes to Black and other people of color. In spite of the acco-
lades "law enforcement" receives, the truth is that it functions
as little less than a gang, deputized to do whatever it wants
against people of color, knowing that in general, their powers
that be have sanctioned their actions.

Policing today is not far removed from its conception as a
body of white men deputized to hunt enslaved Black people
and return them - or commit violence against them. White men
were required to serve in this way, and they were paid to do it.
After the Civil War, more formalized "police departments" were
formed, but their mission was the same. So often, those who
were deputized and authorized to exact law and order killed
Black people and got away with it, and far too often, they were
participants or passive observers in riots against Black people
carried out by angry whites.

They have seldom been called to accountability. They are
protected by Fraternal Orders of Police, which seem to operate
like mob families. FOPs protect police officers and condone
their illegal and immoral behavior, and there seems to be noth-
ing that governments can - or are willing to do - to stop it.

The argument can be made - and it is true - that there are
many "good" white officers, but it is the not-so-good officers
that have created the legacy of policing in this country.

The fact that Lt. Nazario was in uniform and that it made no
difference to the officers who accosted him is no surprise. In
this country there is a history of white people - including offi-
cers - attacking Black men in uniform.
(https://eji.org/news/remembering-Black-veterans-and-
racial-terror-lynchings/) White civilians could feel perfectly
safe in attacking these soldiers; they were supported and some-
times helped along by police officers and politicians. These
returning men were lynched, shot, and beaten upon returning
home, and most often, their assailants were not held account-
able; if they went to trial, they were tried before all-white juries
and acquitted.

Knowing the history of law enforcement in this country, cou-
pled with the ongoing reports of police using excessive force on
Black people and getting away with it, I find it difficult to listen
to them being hailed as "heroes" when they do something good.
There are heroic actions on the part of some, but lawless,
immoral, and unethical actions of so many taints my capacity
to acknowledge the heroism that is touted.

Law enforcement in this country historically has not been
an honorable profession.

It still isn't.
© Copyright Susan K Smith. Please consider purchasing my

latest book, With Liberty and Justice for Some: The Bible, the
Constitution, and Racism in America. 

Rev. Susan
K. Smith

Dr. E. Faye
Williams

(TriceEdneyWire.com)

“We need to make the
dream of homeownership —
and the security and wealth
creation that comes with it —
a reality for more Americans.
That will require us to end
discriminatory practices in
the housing market, and
ensure that our fair housing
rules are doing what they are
supposed to do: opening the
door for families, especially
families of color who have
been systematically kept out
in the cold across genera-
tions, to buy homes and
punch their ticket to the mid-
dle class. There are so many
issues we need to come
together to address — every-
thing from bringing capital
back to disinvested commu-
nities, to increasing energy
efficiency in housing, to deal-
ing with the dangers of lead-
based paint, to taking on our
crisis of homelessness with
compassion and resolve.
These are only some of the
challenges — and I know that
many of you have additional
priorities as well. These
problems are urgent, but
they are not beyond our
capacity to solve.” – UU..SS..
SSeeccrreettaarryy  ooff  HHoouussiinngg  aanndd
UUrrbbaann  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  MMaarrcciiaa
FFuuddggee

VV ideo of the exchange
went viral on social
media. Veteran cor-

respondent April Ryan of
The Grio, a fellow Delta
Sigma Theta sister, wrote,
“Soror Madam Secretary

@repmarci-
afudge had
me feeling
like I was
back in
church dur-
ing an-
n o u n c e -
ments.”

A a r o n
Thomas of
R a l e i g h ’ s
W R A L - T V
N e w s

wrote, “If speak when you’re
spoken to were a person …”

It was an apt introduction
to the nation for Secretary
Fudge, described by those
who know her best as “down-
to-earth” and “a straight
shooter.”

Immediately following her
lighthearted moment in
White House Briefing Room,
she called on Congress to add
up to $100 billion to her
agency's budget, saying it
does not have the resources
to serve the more than half a
million homeless people in
the country, repair crum-
bling public housing build-

ings and eliminate lead in
subsidized homes.

Most of the housing meas-
ures that lawmakers have
passed to address the pan-
demic crisis should be made
permanent, she said.

“This past year has
reminded us just how impor-
tant it is to have access to safe
and stable housing,” she said.
“But too many Americans
are struggling to keep or find
an affordable home.”

Demonstrating her com-
mitment to racial equity, her
first meeting following her
confirmation was with
myself and other civil rights
leaders, where we discussed
fair and affordable housing,
access to capital for Black
and Brown people, and
resources for those at risk of
being evicted due the pan-
demic. The meeting rein-
forced my confidence that the
Department of Housing and
Urban Development is in the
hands of a seasoned, experi-
enced and knowledgeable
leader.

Secretary Fudge and I held
the toughest job in America
at the same – she was the first
woman and first Black per-
son to serve as Mayor of
Warrensville Heights, and I
was serving my second term
as Mayor of New Orleans. As

mayor, she was guided by the
same commitment to eco-
nomic justice that she has
brought to President Biden’s
cabinet, expanding afford-
able housing opportunities
and confronting the foreclo-
sure crisis with a local part-
nership that helped residents
maintain the financial secu-
rity they needed to buy or
keep a home.

She served as Chief of
Staff to U.S. Representative
Stephanie Tubbs Jones, and
was elected to her seat follow-
ing the congresswoman’s
death in 2008. During her 13
years in Congress, she is best
known for her role as Chair
of the Congressional Black
Caucus from 2013 to 2015,
where she tackled issues
such as job creation and pro-
tecting voting rights. Lesser
known is her role in founding
the bipartisan Rock and Roll
Caucus. Secretary Fudge’s
hometown of Cleveland is
known as the birthplace of
rock and roll, and her former
district is home to the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame.

“So many people look at
what they call ‘politicians’ as
such a dirty word,” she said

BBiiddeenn''ss  pprroommiissee  ttoo  ddiivveerrssiiffyy  tthhee  ccoouurrttss
(TriceEdneyWire.com)

PP eople who care about
equal justice under
the law should be

very happy about President Joe
Biden’s first set of judicial
nominees. I am especially
excited about the three out-
standing Black women that
President Biden nominated to
the circuit courts—the appeals
court level just below the U.S.
Supreme Court. You will soon
be hearing more about all these
highly credentialed and accom-
plished women: Ketanji Brown
Jackson, Candace Jackson-
Akiwumi, and Tiffany
Cunningham.

Biden is fulfilling his prom-
ise to bring professional diver-
sity to courts that are dominat-
ed by former prosecutors and
corporate lawyers. Ketanji
Brown Jackson and Candace
Jackson-Akiwumi both have
experience as public defenders.
Jackson is now a federal dis-
trict judge who was unani-
mously confirmed by the
Senate in 2013.

Biden has pledged to nomi-
nate the first Black woman to
the U.S. Supreme Court. These
nominees are a good sign that
he intends to keep that prom-
ise, too. It is shameful that the
Seventh Circuit, which has
jurisdiction over diverse cities
like Chicago, Milwaukee, and
Indianapolis, currently has

only white judges. The confir-
mation of Jackson-Akiwumi
will change that. The confirma-
tion of Tiffany Cunningham
will make her the first Black
judge ever to serve on the
Federal Circuit Court of
Appeals.

These brilliant women will
also bring other perspectives

that are sorely
lacking on the
courts. Judge
Jackson was
vice chair and
commissioner
on the U.S.
S e n t e n c i n g
Commission,
where she
advocated for
ending the bru-
tally unjust
and anti-Black

discrepancy between sentences
for crack cocaine and powder
cocaine. As a public defender,
Candace Jackson-Akiwumi
represented more than 400 peo-
ple who could not afford a
lawyer.

Tiffany Cunningham has
been nominated to the spe-
cialized federal circuit,
which needs judges familiar
with science and technology
issues. Cunningham not only
has a law degree from
Harvard, but a degree in
chemical engineering from
MIT. She has been repeatedly
named to legal publications’

lists of the country’s best
lawyers. She is impressive.

This is history in the mak-
ing, not just for these judges
but for all the people who will
be influenced by their deci-
sions. Legendary civil rights
advocate Mary Frances
Berry recently wrote, “When
the American people voted in
November, we chose a new
Congress and administration
that we believed would deliv-
er change. That means pass-
ing legislation that actually
helps everyday people, not
just the rich and powerful. It
also means having the right
people in key positions to
bring that ‘real people’ focus
to policymaking and to
upholding the law.”

As Berry pointed out, the
success of these trailblazing
women will also create new
opportunities for the women
and girls who follow them.
Former President Donald
Trump’s judicial nominees
were overwhelmingly
white—around four percent
of his judges are Black —and
mostly picked for their loyal-
ty to a right-wing judicial ide-
ology that sacrifices individ-
ual rights and the common
good to states’ rights and the
power of corporations.
Trump appointed no Black
women to the circuit courts.
Confirming Biden’s judicial
nominees will begin the

process of repairing the dam-
age done to our courts during
the Trump administration
and restoring faith in our
courts.

Unfortunately, we have
seen that being extremely
well qualified does not pre-
vent women of color from
being unfairly attacked.
Right-wing groups have
spent millions of dollars to
smear women of color nomi-
nated to Biden’s cabinet and
to high-level positions at the
U.S. Justice Department.
People For the American Way
has launched the Her Fight
Our Fight campaign to sup-
port the women of color who
are ready to help lead the way
to a more just, more inclu-
sive, multiethnic and mul-
tiracial democratic society.

Ben Jealous serves as pres-
ident of People For the
American Way and People
For the American Way
Foundation. Jealous has
decades of experience as a
leader, coalition builder,
campaigner for social justice
and seasoned nonprofit exec-
utive. In 2008, he was chosen
as the youngest-ever presi-
dent and CEO of the NAACP.
He is a graduate of Columbia
University and Oxford,
where he was a Rhodes
Scholar, and he has taught at
Princeton and the University
of Pennsylvania.

Ben
Jealous

TO BE EQUALTO BE EQUAL

HHUUDD  SSeeccrreettaarryy  MMaarrcciiaa  FFuuddggee  wwiillll  ppuutt  
rraacciiaall  eeqquuiittyy  aatt  tthhee  ffoorreeffrroonntt  ooff  tthhee  nnaattiioonn''ss  hhoouussiinngg  ppoolliicciieess

Marc
Morial

MORIAL
Continued on this page 

during a speech to honor the
100th anniversary of the
National Urban League. “I
am a public servant. I get up
every day, and every morning
when I leave my apartment, I
say, I am going to do the peo-
ple's work. That is my job. That

is what I was brought here to
do. I hope there is someone out
there who recognizes what we
do, who understands the signif-
icance of who we are, and they
will feel the same sense of
pride we feel today talking
about all of the people on
whose shoulders we stand
today.”

“Marc Morial is
President/CEO of the National
Urban League.

MORIAL
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BOLIVIA, N.C.— All adults
aged 16 and older can still
schedule an appointment for a
COVID-19 vaccine this week
with Brunswick County Health

Services, including a limited
number of appointments this
Saturday, April 17 from 9 a.m. to
noon at the County’s vaccina-
tion clinic in Shallotte.

Individuals interested in
scheduling an appointment at
the Shallotte clinic this week,
including Saturday, must call
the Brunswick County Public

Health Call Line at 910.253.2339
(select option 2) to schedule.
The call line is open Mondays
through Fridays from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m., excluding county-

observed holidays.
Health Services is adding the

special three-hour block of
appointments this Saturday to
add vaccination opportunities
for individuals who are unable
to visit a clinic during the work
week. Individuals are encour-
aged to call ahead early if they
would like a Saturday appoint-
ment as the health department
cannot guarantee it will offer
Saturday appointments each
week.

Individuals can also search
for appointments available at
the clinic in Bolivia using
Novant Health’s online sched-
uling site here. This website
will show appointment open-
ings on Mondays through
Fridays only.

Appointments are still
required at all county clinics.
Select county clinics are organ-
ized through a partnership
between Novant Health,
Brunswick County Health
Services and Dosher Memorial
Hospital. --

Brunswick County Health
Services cannot schedule
appointments in person at the
Brunswick County
Government Complex.

Addressing recent recom-
mendations about the J&J
Vaccine

In light of recent recommen-
dations issued April 13 from
the CDC and FDA, Brunswick
County Health Services will
pause use of the Johnson &
Johnson (J&J) vaccine until
further notice. Health Services
still has enough local reserves
of the Pfizer and Moderna
COVID-19 vaccines and does
not anticipate rescheduling
any appointments this week
(April 13-17) should individuals
accept either of these versions
of the vaccine.

As of April 12, more than 6.8
million doses of the Johnson &
Johnson (Janssen) vaccine
have been administered in the
U.S. The CDC and FDA are
reviewing data involving six
reported U.S. cases of a rare
and severe type of blood clot in
individuals after receiving the
J&J vaccine. In these cases, a
type of blood clot called cere-
bral venous sinus thrombosis
(CVST) was seen in combina-
tion with low levels of blood
platelets (thrombocytopenia).
All six cases occurred among
women between the ages of 18
and 48, and symptoms
occurred 6 to 13 days after vac-
cination. Until the review
process is complete, the federal
agencies are recommending a
pause in the use of this vaccine
out of an abundance of cau-
tion.

Right now, these adverse
events appear to be extremely
rare. People who have received
the J&J vaccine who develop
severe headache, abdominal
pain, leg pain, or shortness of

breath within three weeks after
vaccination should contact
their health care provider.
Health care providers are
asked to report adverse events
to the Vaccine Adverse Event
Reporting System at
https://vaers.hhs.gov/reporte
vent.htmlexternal icon.

The Pfizer vaccine is
approved for adults over the
age of 16, while the Moderna
vaccine is approved for adults
18 and older. Both vaccines are
highly effective in preventing
hospitalization and death
caused by COVID-19.

If you need to cancel your
appointment, call or email the
Public Health Call Line as soon
as possible to cancel your
appointment. Promptly con-
tacting us allows us to better
schedule another patient for
the spot, depending on avail-
able supplies that week.

Those scheduling appoint-
ments may have the option to
schedule what type of vaccine
they receive based on what is
sent from the NCDHHS.
Vaccine providers are not guar-
anteed to receive all three types
of vaccines each week. You
may have to wait for an
appointment or find another
clinic if you are looking for a
particular vaccine type.

More information about
additional opportunities to
schedule vaccine appointments
and answers to frequently
asked questions are at
brunswickcountync.gov/vac-
cines

Brunswick County’s Public
Health Call Line is available for
those who do not have internet
or computer access to schedule
an appointment or for COVID-
19 questions.

Public Health Call Line:
910.253.2339 (Open Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., excluding observed holi-
days) Email:
coronavirus@brunswickcoun-
tync.gov

Key Statistics
County Alert System:

Brunswick County remains on
the Yellow/Significant Impact
Tier

Case Counts: As of April 13,
8,809 total county residents
have received a positive test
result for COVID-19. Of these,
233 are considered active, 8,428
are considered recovered, and
148 have died

Vaccinations: As of April 12,
51,047 (35.7%) residents are
now partially vaccinated and
42,176 (29.5%) are fully vacci-
nated

Testing: As of April 13, about
6.4% of tests conducted in
Brunswick County are yielding
positive results

More information about
COVID-19, testing, local case
counts and vaccines is on the
Health Services COVID-19 web-
page.

II f homeownership is the
goal for your family,
then preparation will be

the only way to achieve that.
This week I want to share 10

things you need to do and con-
sider at this point.

1. Start with looking at your
credit report: Every loan pro-
gram has its own criteria, but
one thing is universal across
the board, that credit score will
dictate if you can even start the
mortgage process at all.

2. Then, get your credit in
order: To open yourself up to
the majority of the grants,
down-payment assistance pro-
grams, make 640+ a goal for
your 3 credit scores. Dispute
any inaccuracies with the 3
bureaus, this should help your
scores to go up if successful in
getting those accounts updated

to your favor. If notice any
accounts and addresses that
aren't yours, you may be a vic-
tim of identity theft and need
to start an investigation asap

on those. If your
debt/ratio is a
bit high, look at
what bills you
can dramatical-
ly pay down, or
off. The more
bills you have,
the less home
you will be able
to purchase.

3. Do your
h o m e w o r k :

Research loan types, rates,
lenders, Realtors, home inspec-
tors, Attorneys. All of these
professionals will be a part of
your journey. (4)Be realistic
about what you can afford: The

biggest mistake most 1st-time
buyers make is getting stuck
on an idea of the type of home
they want when their current
financials will not afford it.
Must keep in mind that own-
ing something will beat own-
ing nothing every day.
Monthly throwing away
money on rent, vs. investing
monthly into a home that is
gaining value when paying
your mortgage, which one
sounds better to you?
(5)Understand how lenders
operate: These companies do
not know anything about you,
and you want them to give you
over $200,000. So, know that
they will ask you for paper-
work, after paperwork, and
then more paperwork. They
will ask you until they feel at
ease that you are worth taking

the chance on. Don't take it
personally, because oh yes,
they are about to get all up into
your business.

6..Decide how you'll
finance it: Some of you will
be given choices on the differ-
ent loan programs you quali-
fy for. Depending on if you
want to buy in the City limits,
or on the outskirts, or if you
are a Veteran, or in a certain
income bracket, your choices
could be several.

7. Will you put down a
down-payment or do you
want No money down
options: Just like anything
else, the more skin in the
game you have, the better the
terms will be overall. I know
most 1st-time buyers do not
have a lot of savings, so no
and low down-payment

options usually the way they
go.

8. Check on pre-payment
penalties: Most loans do not
have a pre-payment penalty,
but some do. Some down-pay-
ment assistant programs
don't have a penalty but if
you refinance or sell a home
before a period of time, you
may have to pay some of the
money back.

9. Shop for your mortgage:
You can have multiple mort-
gage companies pull your
credit within 10 days to see
which one gives you the best
terms. Some say you have up
to 14 days to do that, but I tell
my clients to keep it safe, do
it within 10. The 1st mort-
gage pull will be a hard
inquiry which will drop
scores some, but the other

pulls will not affect your
score if do it within that 10
days.

10. Delayed is not denied,
it just "Not Now": If the
mortgage company does not
approve you, find out why.
Get a plan of action to fix
whatever needs to be correct-
ed to get the approval.

Lastly, get dedicated to
doing whatever that is, and
go GET THAT DEED.

Until next week, share this
information with at least 3
people, and tell them to reach
out for their no-cost personal-
ized game plan to own in the
next 18 months or less.

Brenda Dixon, Dixon
Realty Since 1991, 30 yrs. F/T
expertise.  Www.getthat-
deed.com. GET THAT
DEED!  910-262-4836.

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY Thursday, April 15, 20216
GET THAT DEED AND FLIP THOSE KEYS!GET THAT DEED AND FLIP THOSE KEYS!

1100  sstteeppss  ttoo  lloossiinngg  tthhaatt  lleeaassee!!

BBrreennddaa  
DDiixxoonn

BBrruunnsswwiicckk  CCoouunnttyy  HHeeaalltthh  SSeerrvviicceess  ooffffeerrss  lliimmiitteedd  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  vvaacccciinnee  aappppooiinnttmmeennttss  tthhiiss  SSaattuurrddaayy,,  
aaddddrreesssseess  llaatteesstt  gguuiiddaannccee  oonn  ppaauussiinngg  ooff  JJ&&JJ  vvaacccciinnee
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WWiilllliiaamm  FFrraanncciiss  ““FFrraannkk””  KKeeeellss,,  JJrr..  

William was born to the late
Francis and Swanora Martin Keels of
Wilmington, North Carolina. William
(Frank), passed away peacefully, sur-
rounded by his loved ones at home
(12696 Memorial, Detroit, MI) on April
13, 2020.

Frank accepted Jesus Christ as a
child. He attended St. Mary's Catholic
Church (Wilmington, NC) and served
for many years as an Altar Boy. He was
educated in the Catholic School
System. For junior high school, he
transferred to the New Hanover Public
School System and attended D. C.
Virgo Junior High School. He graduat-
ed from New Hanover High School in
June of 1971. Upon graduation, he
attended Kittrell College in Kittrell,
NC and graduated in 1973. He
returned to Wilmington and taught
school at D. C. Virgo Junior High.

In 1972, he married Rubie Lee
Stewart of Wilmington. They met at D.
C. Virgo Junior High School.
Throughout the years they went from
classmates and friends to husband and
wife. They were together almost forty-
eight years. To this union, God blessed
them with three beautiful children,
who gave him and Rubie four wonder-
ful grandchildren.

In 1974, Frank accompanied his
brother, Louis Keels, to Detroit,
Michigan searching for more gainful
employment. Rubie and their daugh-
ter joined him in 1975. Frank worked
and continued his education, he
attended Wolverine School of Trades
(Auto Body Collision), Ram Technical
Institute (Boiler Operator High
Pressure), Ross Learning, Inc.
(Residential Window/Door
Installation), and The Detroit Fire
Department (Fire Extinguishment).
He had longstanding careers at Hertz,
St. Francis Home for Boys and finally,
General Motors Corporation and
retired in 2002.

Frank went on to join his father,
Francis Keels, his mother, Swanora
Keels, his brother, Louis Keels, his
nephew, Shawn Keels and the rest of
his family preceded him in death.

Frank leaves to love, cherish and
celebrate his life; his wife, Rubie, his
daughter, LaTonya, his two sons
Rudolph and Avant, his three grand-
sons, Dominic, Rudolph, Jr., Marquise
and his granddaughter Daisha; two
cousins, William (Geraldine) Olliver
and Anita Olliver; a sister-in-law,
Ernestine Keels, a nephew, Jakaiser
Jackson and two nieces, Jeanne and
Alisha Keels. Frank was especially
close to his in-laws; Rosa and Billy
Batts, Katie Hawthorne, Clarence
Stewart, Sharon Roberts and many
other relatives and friends, too numer-
ous to name. Services entrusted to
Adkins-Drain Funeral Service, 515
South 8th Street, Wilmington, North
Carolina  28401. Condolences may be
shared at www.adkinsdrainfuner-
alservice.com.

WWaannddaa  YYvveettttee  HHaallyyaarrdd--BBoozziieerr

Wanda Yvette Halyard-Bozier died
March 21, 2021. Funeral service was
held on Friday, April 2, 2021 at the
United House of Prayer. Burial fol-
lowed in the Oak Grove Cemetery.

Wanda was the daughter of late
George and Berlean Halyard. Wanda
was born August 8, 1967 in Brooklyn,
New York. She departed this life on
Wednesday March 24, 2021. Wanda
graduated from Samuel J. Tilden High
School. She attended Brooklyn Tech
College and graduated with a degree
in office system technology. The family
relocated to Wilmington, NC in 1989.
Here the family was a part of the
Myrtle Grove and Seabreeze
Community. Wanda joined Mt. Pilgrim
Baptist Church under the leadership
of the late Rev. James Pridgen. Wanda
could cook and made everything taste
so good. Everyone loved her Mac and
Cheese, which she called Cheese and
Mac, she said "it's the cheese that
makes it good." Wanda was a lot like
her mother, no one ever went hungry,
she always had food to feed everyone.
She could take 2 pork chops and turn it
into a meal to feed 5 people. Wanda
loved to laugh and have fun, you had to
sometimes convince her to come out,
but when she did, she enjoyed herself.
She loved helping people and worked

as a Certified Nursing Assistant for
over 20 years. showing compassion,
empathy, sympathy and providing
great care to those in need. Wanda
could drive anything, from a five speed
to a big rig, and act like she was the
only car on the road. Wanda was a
wonderful person, her laugh was infec-
tious, I loved to see her smile and show
her beautiful teeth. She will be missed.
To know her was to love her. Wanda
leaves to cherish her memories:
George Bozier, her daughters Shantee
Bullock (Sherrod), Kyava Bozier, one
son Jahmere Bozier, four grandchil-
dren, Jamarrion, Yamina, Nolan and
Ma'Raya all of Wilm, NC; two sisters
Monique Halyard, Wilm, NC, and
Valerie Gra[1]ham of Brooklyn NY;
five brothers, Steven Isaac who pro-
ceeded her in death, Robert Halyard of
Wilm, NC, James Odom, Darrell Watt,
and mother-in-law Naomi Bozier;
three sisters-in-law; Della and Trisha
Bozier of Wilm, NC, Jennifer
…(Darius); one brother-in-law
Anthony Bozier. Special friends,
Jennifer Lowe, Dannette Henry and
Veda Hankins. A Service of John H.
Shaw's Son Funeral Home

PPeeggggyy  AA..  KKiinngg  JJoorrddaann

Peggy A. King Jordan died March
25, 2021. A memorial service was held
on Thursday, April 1, 2021 at the Willie
L. Shaw Jr. Memorial Chapel.

Peggy was born August 16, 1942 in
Wilmington, NC to Albert Hayes and
Gracie Meyers. Peggy was educated in
the Wilmington Public school system.
She worked for Jackson & Bell
Printing, Co for over 30 years. In 1955
Peggy met James Herbert in 1956 they
were married and from this union
they had three children. Peggy was a
loving and caring wife, mother, grand-
mother, sister, and aunt. She was pre-
ceded in death by her husband, James
Herbert, mother and father, Albert and
Gracie, her two sisters, Maxine and
Gloria, three brothers, Charlie, Tom
and Richard and her granddaughter,
Nicole Jordan-Carter.

Peggy leaves to cherish her memo-
ry, her three children, Annette, James
Jr., and Sharon Jordan; four grand-
daughters, Norlichia, Ebony, Kimberly
(Jordan) and Kazia Johnson; three
grandsons, Steven, James and Ernest
Jordan; 24 grandchildren; 8 great-
grandchildren and a host of nieces,
nephews, relatives and friends. A
Service of John H. Shaw's Son Funeral
Home.

TToonnyy  AAnntthhoonnyy  PPeennddeerr

Tony Anthony Pender surrendered
to the will of the father on Friday,
March 26, 2021.

He was the son of the late William
Pender, Jr. and Mildred Pender. Also
known as "Big Ton" he was born on
December 14, 1958 in Wilmington, NC
and grew up in the Castle Hayne
Community. Tony gave his life to
Christ at an early age. He was a
renowned artist and photographer.
Tony was great in stature, but a gentle
spirit. Other than his parents, Tony
was preceded in death by his son, Tony
Terrell Moore.

He leaves to cherish his memory,
wife, Yolanda Pender; sisters, Gail
Robinson (John) and Cynthia Mitchell
(James); brother, Ted Pender, Sr.;
uncles, Oliver Barge and George
Hemmingway; aunts, Loretta Grady
and Gladys Grady; nephews, Torrey
Robinson, Ted Pender, Jr., Jiren
Pender, Cheron Pender and Javon
Mitchell; nieces, Chakura Miller
(Darius) and Loletia Boykins; great-
nieces, Layla Robinson and Zyiah
Gaines; great-nephews, Landon
Robinson and Zayden Robinson; sister
in law, Maxine Pender; brother-in-law,
George James; and a host of relatives
and friends. A Service of John H.
Shaw's Son Funeral Home.

CChhaarrlliiee  LLeeee  LLiittttlleejjoohhnn,,  JJrr..

Charlie Lee Littlejohn, Jr. died
March 30, 2012. Graveside service was
held on Tuesday, April 6, 2021 at
Heritage Memorial Gardens; 3901 S
Church St. Ext. Roebuck, South
Carolina. Charlie Lee Littlejohn, Jr., 73
of Wilmington, NC-formerly of
Highland Falls, NY passed away peace-
fully at the Lower Cape Fear Hospice

in Wilmington, NC with his family by
his side on March 30, 2021. He was
born in Spartanburg, SC on August 25,
1947 to the late Charlie Littlejohn, Sr.
and Louisa Greene. He was raised by
his grandparents the late Ellison and
Mamie Littlejohn. Charlie or Mr.
Littlejohn to you was the first black to
integrate Cowpen High School to play
football. Charlie moved to Newburgh,
NY in the late 1960's he was employed
at Regal Duebeck where he met and
married his former wife, Noretta
Patrick Littlejohn (they had an awe-
some friendship up until his passing)
out of that marriage he gained 2 chil-
dren. Charlie also worked at St. Luke's
Hospital in Newburgh, NY, he also
played on the softball league for the
hospital where he took them to the
championship. In 1972 Charlie left to
join the United States Marines. Upon
returning back he moved to the Village
of Highland Falls, where he worked at
the West Point Px, James I O'Neal High
School until he retired. After retire-
ment he continued to work at the
school as the security guard of the
Athletic Department. Charlie was very
active in church, St. John A.M.E. Zion
Church, Highland Falls, NY under the
leadership of Rev. Lieta Singleton
(Pastor). He was a dedicated trustee,
member of the Men's ministry who
worked tirelessly to raise money and
promote brotherly love and fellowship
amongst the brothers of the church.
He was a member of the African
American Men's Club in the Village of
Highland Falls.

Charlie leaves behind to cherish
his sweet memories: one daughter,
Bernadette "Penny" Patrick Stokes of
Wilmington, NC, whom he lived with
when his health started failing, she put
everything on hold to care for her
father she went as far as taking FMLA
from work to be with Charlie every day
until his last breath. He would tell her
do not stop anything for me her
response was you took care of meal
these years now it's time for me to take
care of you; one son, Darryl Patrick of
Albany, NY; one brother, Johnny
Greene of Spartanburg, SC; two sis-
ters, Maddie Anyalewechi of
Baltimore, MD and Betty Hacket of
Spartanburg, SC; nine grandchildren,
Anton, Shari, Jarell, Marquis, Destiny,
Kristen, Ashley, Darryl Jr. and Kiara;
16 great grands and he was excited
about becoming a great granpa Hampa
in June 2021, Hampa was the name he
was called by all of his grands; 3 of his
grandsons, Anton, Jarell and Marquis
took very good care of their Hampa up
until they moved him to NC with their
mother, they adored, loved and was
very protective of him, Charlie had
two special great grandchildren every-
one knew that Miss Londyn was his
everything he would call her every day
and once he moved to NC she would
lay next to him in bed and watch TV
with him and was always seeing if he
would need anything that was his spe-
cial little nurse. Charlie, he had
Ashton who was his little buddy
Hampa would say it's Mr. Big and Little
Lee to you. Family was everything to
him; he loved them dearly. 3 special
cousins Mondestine, Geraldine and
Maxine. He had tons of special friends
who loved him as well as him loving
them. The family would love to thank a
very special person Mr. Arvel Brown
whenever they called on him he was
there. Charlie was predeceased by his
parents Charlie Littlejohn and Louisa
Greene; his maternal grandparents
Standyard and Carrie Smith; paternal
grandparents, Ellison and Mamie
Littlejohn; one son Baby Littlejohn
(who was still born at birth) one sister
Mary S. Worford; three brothers
Raymond Greene, Edward Greene and
Douglas Alexander. A Service of John
H. Shaw's Son Funeral Home

JJiimmmmyy  LLeewwiiss  TTaattee

Jimmy Lewis Tate died March 31,
2021. Funeral service was held on
Saturday, April 3, 2010 at the Willie L.
Shaw Jr. Memorial Chapel.

Jimmy retired from the City of
Wilmington as a Concrete Engineer.
He was a jack of all trades. He was
great bout everything he touched. Mr.
Jimmy Lewis Tate left this world at
peace in his home. Keep in mind as we
depart today with these famous few
words that Jimmy was known to say

often,"Tend to your own business!"
Jimmy Lewis Tate born September 11,
1946 to Mary Richardson and Jessie
Tate, Sr.

He leaves behind to cherish his life,
wife, Aprilyn R. Ellerby-Tate, his chil-
dren, Reginald (Pug) Tate, Sharon
(Shank) and Jimmy Tate (Jr) and mul-
tiple sisters and brothers as follows;
Doris, Sammy Lee, Jesse, Peggy, Katie,
Stella and Carla. He has several grand-
children, nieces and nephews. Mr. Jim
had a special bond with his partners,
Sam McQuire, Shorty Boy and Mr.
Hayward, whom loved him dearly. TO
know Jimmy was an honor, we all have
lost a true friend. A Service of John H.
Shaw's Son Funeral Home.

LLaarrrryy  SSeeyymmoouurr

Larry Seymour passed away on
March 31, 2021. Funeral service was
held on Saturday, April 10, 2021 at the
Willie L. Shaw Jr. Memorial Chapel.

He was born on July 13, 1942 in New
Orleans, Louisiana at Charity Hospital
to the late Helen Thomas Seymour and
Phillip Seymour, Sr. of Montz,
Louisiana. In addition to his parents,
Larry was preceded in death by his sib-
lings, Edna Mae Seymour, Janice
Etienne, Doris Dewey, Philip Seymour,
Jr. and Alta Mae Wilson and one
nephew, Terrence Etienne. He leaves
to mourn: his children, Tessie
Hastings, Trinette Martin, Mary
Winfield, Freddie Seymour, and Lisa
Seymour Howard; step-daughters,
Melissa Desselle and Trenell Martin;
10 grandchildren; eleven great-grand-
children; nieces and nephews, Zelda
Green Parquet, Lucretia Brown,
Darrean Dewey, Raymond Etienne, Jr.,
Lloyd Parquet, Jr., and Angela
Parquet. A Service of John H. Shaw's
Son Funeral Home.

AAnnnneettttee  DDeelloorreess  MMoooorree

Annette Delores Moore died March
31, 2021. Funeral service was held on
Monday, April 5, 2021 at John H. Shaw's
Son Funeral Homewas born to Willie
James Moore and Jessie Mae Carter in
Wilmington, NC in February 29, 1966.
Annette graduated Hoggard High
School in 1983. Annette started a
career in nursing. She loved to care for
people. She also did at home child care
for people and spent years in the retail
industry. She had a love for people and
never "met a stranger." Annette was
raised in Warner Temple AMEZ
Church. Left to cherish her memories:
sisters, Donna (Reggie) McMillian,
Cheryl Kennedy, Chinita
Washingtoncrazy, Dianne Mitchell;
daughter, Teketa "Precious" Moore,
Shameka Graham, Danica Moore;

mother, Jessie Mae Moore; Husband,
Lonnie Cox; Aunt, Rose Anne Terry;
Uncle, Larry Carter; goddaughter,
Crystal Terry; nieces, Cheyenne
Kennedy (Kane), Cecilia Moore;
nephews, De'rell McMillian, Tevin
McMillian (Brayden) and a host of
cousins, family and friends. Preceded
in death by, her brother, Cecil "Randy"
Moore, her uncles, Robert Carter and
George Carter. A Service of John H.
Shaw's Son Funeral Home.

OOrrllaannddoo  JJoohhnnssoonn

Orlando Johnson died April 2, 2021.
Funeral service was held 11:00 A.M. on

Thursday, April 8, 2021 at the Willie L.
Shaw Jr. Memorial Chapel. A Service
of John H. Shaw's Son Funeral Home

JJooee  DDiixxoonn

Joe Dixon died April 2, 2021.
Graveside service was held on
Wednesday, April 7, 2021 at the Bethel
United Holy Church Cemetery.

In the still of early morning hours
at 4:45 A.M. Friday, April 2, 2021 (Good
Friday), at Autumn Care of Myrtle

AAddkkiinnss  DDrraaiinn  FFuunneerraall  SSeerrvviiccee

Connie Drain Green
Funeral Director

Samuel Drain, Jr. 
and  Allene Drain 

In Memoriam

Please see 
OBITUARIES/Page 8

TTrriibbuuttee

Donald Ray McIntyre departed this life on March 19th, 2021, in
Trinitas Regional Medical Center, Elizabeth, New Jersey.

This is to certify that Bro. Donald Ray McIntyre was a Good
Teammate, Brother, and Friend.

Donald Ray and I grew up in the same neighborhood, went to
the same elementary, junior high and high school. We played in
The C.I.A.A. Football Conference and played against each other
in college - Shaw University vs. Winston-Salem State University

during the 1970's. He was a winner and if you were not, he
would call you a "Jive Turkey."

As a Brother, he always treated you with the same "Brotherhood
Respect" you deserved. He was my "brother from Another

Mother."  As a friend, he was great to be around, and as always if
you needed to laugh, Donald Ray never had a problem getting

his friends to be humorous and silly at the same time. We need
more guys like Donald Ray to share a laugh with. I will never

forget My Teammate, but I do realize that God has another
Team for Donald Ray to play on and I plan to live so I can laugh

with My Brother again one day!  
God Bless you Donald Ray McIntyre and if you can,

save me a spot on the Heavenly Team and tell "Coach Jesus" that
I will be there before the season is over.

Until we meet again-       
Your Teammate, Your Brother, Your Friend

Brother Columbus Pridgen, One of Donald Ray's Best Friends 

http://www.adkinsdrainfuner-alservice.com
http://www.adkinsdrainfuner-alservice.com
http://www.adkinsdrainfuner-alservice.com
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TELL SOMEBODYTELL SOMEBODY

IInnnneerr  ppeeaaccee
"Be careful for nothing; but

in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiv-
ing, let your requests be made
known unto God.  And the
peace of God, which passeth
all understanding, shall keep
your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus."
Phillippians 4:6-7

““II f you can keep
your head when
all about you are

losing theirs and blaming it
on you…" spoke Rudyard
Kipling in his poem entitled,
"If".

Life happens to us all!
Many things that happen are
pleasant and pleasurable. We
like to take credit for these
things. But when bad things
happen, somehow it is so
much  easier to blame others,
than accept the blame our-
selves, or at least the part we

played in allowing it to hap-
pen. The Blame Game begins
when we take the easy way
out, and blame others for our
own personal failures , faults,
and calamities.

Truthfully,
There are a
lot of things
that happen
to us, that
are beyond
our control.
Just like
good things
can happen
to bad peo-
ple. Bad

things can happen to good
people. God reigns on the just
and the unjust. God also
gives us the victory through
the choices we make in
response to the things that
happen to us. We can become
bitter, or we can become bet-

ter. We can become weaker,
or we can become  stronger
and  wiser through the things
we experience and the
responses we give. . If we
would dare to accentuate the
positives in our lives , the neg-
atives would gradually be
eliminated or diminished.
Then, we won't have to  ask
the question, "Who stole my
peace?" 

One of the most frustrating
things to happen, occurs
when someone  blames you
for their spiritual loss. If
someone steals your money,
automobile, personal items,
yes there is someone else  to
blame. But who is to blame
when we lose the joy of the
Lord, the  love of God , or  the
peace of God ?  "Who stole my
peace?" 

If you do not have inner
peace, who actually is to
blame?    Jesus said in John

16:33, that in this world we
will have tribulation, but in
him we will have peace.
There are a lot of disturbing
things that can happen, but
through it all, Jesus is able to
keep us in perfect peace, if
our mind is stayed on him.
(Isaiah 26:3)

When we go to God in prayer
and  make   our requests known
to him, faithful obedience will
bring about the blessing of
inner peace. God empowers his
people by instructing us to
worry about nothing, while
praying about everything!  This
kingdom principle will work if
we practice this method  in
everything. It is not the will of
God that we ever lose our peace
to anyone or anything. It is not
always easy, but it is always
worth it, and in the end , if we
obey, there will be peace.

The Peace of God , is one of
the promises of God to

Believers in Christ Jesus. But
our part in the peace process is
to allow the Holy Spirit to work
in our hearts and minds  fulfill-
ing the will of God in us and for
us. "And let the peace of God
rule in your hearts, to the
which also ye are called in one
body; and be ye thankful." Coll
3:15 .

"Who stole my Peace?"  "For
unto us a child is  born, unto us
a son is given: and the govern-
ment shall be upon his shoul-
der: and his name shall be
called, Wonderful, Counsellor,
The mighty God, The  everlast-
ing Father, The Prince of
Peace." Isaiah 9:6 

If for some reason, you have
lost your peace, the good news
is, you can get it back!  If the
Lord is indeed your shepherd,
he can and he will restore your
soul. Peace is a part of the
package of spiritual  restora-
tion. It is yours to have, to hold,

to retain and to maintain.
"Ask, and it shall be given you;
seek, and ye  shall find; knock,
and it shall be opened unto
you:"   Matthew 7:7

Prayer: Father we pray in
the Name of Jesus that you
will restore  peace to all who
ask for it, for your glory. Amen
"    

Tell Somebody.
"Mrs. Sylvia B. Hooper is a

native Wilmingtonian, mar-
ried to Pastor Johnson A.
Hooper. Pastor of Faith
Outreach COGIC,
Jacksonville, N.C.  She has a
heart for women's ministry ,
starting with young women
and  girls  ages 12 - 18, and
also branching out to women
of all ages. Her life's mission
includes the desire to  rescue
the perishing, comfort the
dying, and save the lost all in
the name of Jesus to the glory
of God the Father.

Sylvia
Hooper

Grove, the Almighty saw fit to
call home from labor to reward,
his faithful humble servant, Joe
Louis Dixon. A steadfast
Christian, a devoted husband, a
patient sufferer, all of these were
qualities of our loved one. In
addition to his parents, he was
also preceded in death by his sis-
ter. Joe Louis Dixon was born in
Onslow County on October 31,
1935 to the late James and Alice
Dixon. During his early life, he
accepted Christ as his personal
Savior and was a member of
Maple Hill Church, where he
served as an usher. He was a
good and faithful member
always ready to do his best
whenever asked. He later in life
became a member of Greater St.
Paul Holy Church in Maple Hill,
North Carolina. He served as a
class leader, a musician, a
Deacon of the church and was a
very devoted member. Joe
attended public school in the
Pender County School District.
He worked as a Civil Service
Commissary Warehouseman
and retired after thirty years of
service in Camp Lejeune, North
Carolina. He was the father of
five children from a previous
marriage in which one daugh-
ter, Loretta, preceded him in
death. Later in life, he met and
married Seanetta Mays
Williamson of Wilmington,
North Carolina. They shared
twenty-nine years of life togeth-
er. God gave him a long life and
he has left his footprints in the
sands of time.

He leaves to cherish his mem-
ory: his wife, Seanetta of the
home; three daughters, Joeann
Hassell (Phil) of Fayetteville,
NC, Sarah Anderson (John) of
Maple Hill, NC and Sherrie Alva
(J.R.) of Jacksonville, NC; one
son, Steve Dixon (Linda) of
Jacksonville, NC; seven grand-
children, Veronica, Phil. Jr.,
Reggie, Shantae, Selena, Lexius
and Andrew; three great-grand-
children, Javon, Jayla and
Jahkez; two stepdaughters,
Regina Hands of Georgia and
Pamela Sherffield (Johnny) of
Fayetteville, NC; one stepson,
Cleo Williamson, III (Deborah)
of Texas; five step-grandchil-
dren; one step-great-grandson;
three sisters, Lucille Fleming
and Elsie Ricks of Maple Hill,
NC and Goldie Hicks of Long
Branch, NJ; two brothers,
Wilbur Earl Dixon (Joyce) and
James Noble Dixon both of
Maple Hill, NC; two sisters-in-
law, Ethel McClammy of
Wilmington, NC and Lillie Pearl
Harris of Salisbury, MD; two
brothers-in-law, Joe Mays
(Linda) and Elder Larry Mays
(Clara) of Wilmington, NC; and
a host of nieces, nephews,
cousins, other relatives and
friends. A Service of John H.
Shaw's Son Funeral Home.

JJooyyccee  OOnniittaa  CCllaarrkk

Joyce Onita Clark died April
2, 2021. Graveside service was
held on Friday, April 9, 2021 at
Calvary Memorial Cemetery.

Joyce was born to late Alfred
and Earline Clark on March 2,
1955 in Wilmington, NC. Joyce
was educated in the New
Hanover County School System.
She graduated in the New
Hanover High School in 1973.
She was a faithful member of St.
Phillip A.M.E. Church. She was
a member of Class #1 and the
Stewardess Board until her
health began to fail her. Joyce
was affectionately known as
"Red" to her family. She was the
epitome of a fighter and did It
every single day with a smile on
her face. She nurtured and

mothered anyone who crossed
her path. Joyce was the self-
appointed mayor and neighbor-
hood watch of Chestnut Street
and the Northside. She was
everyone's favorite babysitter,
counselor and the matriarch of
the family. Joyce stood tall,
strong and mighty - virtuous
woman she was. Joyce was pre-
ceded in death by her son
Shadmaad Dupree Clark; broth-
er's Louis A. Clark and
Alphonso Yates; sister Maggie
Irving and nephew Emmett
Cinque Irving. Joyce loved and
adored all of her nieces and
nephews, great and great-great
nieces and nephews along with
her godchildren. She admired
her ride or die friends James
(Rudy) Craig, Dollie Sidbury
and Pricilla Bragg.

Joyce leaves to cherish her
memories: sons, Byron Clark
and foster son Jeffrey Henry; sis-
ters, Geneva (Lennon) Hawes of
Wilmington, NC, Roberta Salley
of Wilmington, NC, Learnice
Clark of Richmond, VA, Dianne
(Bob) Hayes of Wilmington, NC,
Elizabeth Yates of Wilmington,
NC, Mamie (Marvin) Jackson of
Wilmington, NC, Beverly Yates
of Jacksonville, FL, Della Bozier
of Wilmington, NC and Patricia
Bozier of Charlotte, NC; grand-
daughter, Jasmine Henry; and a
host of other relatives and
friends. A Service of John H.
Shaw's Son Funeral Home.

ZZiieeyyaahh  DDaa''BBrroonnxxzz  QQuueeyysshhaauunn
WWaaddee

Zieyah Da'Bronxz Queyshaun
Wade died April 3, 2021.
Graveside service will be held
on Monday, April 12, 2021 at
Calvary Memorial Cemetery.

Zieyah was born July 10, 1988
in Wilmington, NC. He is the
first child born to Lakisha Wade
and George McNair. Zieyah was
educated in the public school
system of Wilmington and
Monroe, NC. Zieyah was also
known by the nickname of Zay.
He was known to be a loving,
caring and compassionate
young gentleman. He would
give his heart if he could and he
never met any strangers. His
smile would light any dull
moment and make it shine as
bright as a star. He had a pas-
sion for music and recorded
many unpublished albums. His
love for children was a very
admirable quality that he pos-
sessed. He spent numerous
hours playing 2K video game
online with others. He was con-
sidered a protector of his family,
where he always provided com-
fort and love to them. His gift of
gab with the women was one of
the things that family always
joked about. One of his favorite
sayings is big birrdd. If you ever
spent quality time with him you
would know that ultimately his
purpose was to make you smile
no matter what was going in his
personal life. His unselfish spir-
it and love for everyone made
him one of a kind.

Left to cherish his memory
and legacy of love is his loving
mother, Lakisha Wade (Benson
Hatcher) of Wilmington, NC; his
father, George McNair of
Rigelwood, NC; grandparents,
Joan and Matthew Lemon of
Wilmington, NC; aunts, Keyana
Lemon, Dremika Lemon, and
Tamika Williams of
Wilmington, NC; great aunt,
Linda Pitt (Jesse Pitt) of
Stafford, VA; his precious
daughters, Zora Wade of
Jacksonville, Fl and Nalani
Jenkins of Leland, NC; hand-
some son, Kalon Wade of
Leland, NC; his brothers,
Zymiere McNair, Zyhmec
McNair, Xymerion McNair,
Khalil McNair, Graden McNair,
Grant McNair, Gavin McNair all

of Wilmington, NC; sisters,
Ziyauna McNair, Emajne
McNair of Wilmington, NC,
Janaya Harris of New Jersey,
Ma'kynzie Robinson of
Wilmington, NC; a special
cousin more like a sister,
Ziykerra Lemon of Wilmington,
NC and also a host of aunts,
uncles, cousins and friends. A
Service of John H. Shaw's Son
Funeral Home.

WWiilllliiee  PPaattrriicckk

Willie Patrick died April 3,
2021. Graveside service was held
on Saturday, April 10, 2021 at the
Salem Cemetery Delco, NC.

Mrs. Willie Delores Everett
Patrick was born September 3,
1930 in Columbus County to the
late John Wesley Everett and
Maggie Freeman Everett. Willie
was educated in the Columbus
County School System. She was
a member of Evergreen AME
Zion Church and attended faith-
fully until her health declined.
She was truly a woman of God
even when her memory was fail-
ing and didn't remember many
family and friends, one thing
she never forgot was how to
praise to the Lord. During the
pandemic she loved hearing
everyone's voice during the call-
in services on Sundays. She
praised the Lord until it was her
time to go to her heavenly home.
She enjoyed spending time with
her family. She especially
enjoyed Sundays when all of the
family would gather for great
food, love and laughter. She
enjoyed outdoors, always work-
ing in her garden and with her
flowers. Willie was preceded in
death by her husband, Mack
Patrick. One daughter, Irene
Patrick. Two sons, Harry
Patrick and Robert Louis
Murphy. Two sisters, Stella Mae
Everett and Juanita Everett
Graham. Five brothers, Thomas
Freeman, James Everett, Ernest
Everett, Irving Palmore Everett,
and Leroy Everett.

Willie is survived by two
daughters, Helene Patrick of the
home and Maggie Moss
(Emanuel) of Wilmington, NC;
one son, Reginald Patrick
(Dawn) of Bolton, NC; one sister,
Bernice Sutton of Riegelwood,
NC; one brother, Roscoe Everett
of Delco, NC; one sister-in-law,
Dorothy Everett of Greenville,
NC; seven grandchildren,
Timothy Murphy, Bobby
Jenkins, Sonia Boney (Derrick),
Jermond Patrick (Winter), Sam
Moss, Deshaun Patrick (Erica),
and Armani Brown; ten great-
grandchildren, Jada, London,
Jakiha, Samyia, Polly, Danielle,
Veronica, Ty, Valencia, and
Taylor; one special niece and
nephew, Kristie Graham and
Jerome Hooper; a host of nieces,
nephews, cousins, and friends.
A Service of John H. Shaw's Son
Funeral Home.

DDeessttiinnyy  DDiivviinnee  RRoollaanndd

Destiny Divine Roland died
April 2, 2021 at the young age of
16 years old.  Graveside service
was held on Friday, April 9, 2021
at Greenlawn Memorial Park. 

Destiny was born on July 28,
2004 to Nakia and Kiesha
Hooper.  She was a loving moth-
er and spent her time caring for
her beautiful baby girl "Amora".
Amora meant everything to
Destiny and was her entire
world.  Destiny was an uprising
graduate of the class of 2021,
graduating a year early with
honors and an associate degree.
She loved spending time with
her family and friends, and her
smile lit the room up. Destiny
loved singing, dancing and
doing hair. She loved to get
dressed and always had her own
style. Destiny was a strong-

minded young woman. Her fam-
ily always said she had an old
soul. She loved children, and
loved spending time with her
nieces, nephews, cousins, and
younger siblings. Her favorite
sayings, "with pain comes
strength." Destiny was a great
mother, daughter, sister, friend,
niece, granddaughter, aunt and
cousin. Although her life was
short lived, the memories of her
and her smile will last forever.
We are all so proud of every-
thing she accomplished. You
can rest now baby girl. Well
Done! 

Destiny is survived by her
daughter, Amora Unique
Roland; parents, Nakia and
Kiesha Hooper; siblings,
Jasmine Sanders, Tyrik
Matthews, Kiana Granda,
Adaya Hooper, Zion Roland,
Amiracle Hooper, Diamond
Roland, Akia Hooper, Tierra
Chisholm, Andrea Hooper and
Charity Hill; maternal grand-
parents, Rita and Tony Roland;
paternal grandparents, Bob and
Dianne Hayes, all of
Wilmington, NC; maternal great
grandparents, Sylvia and
Vernand Smith of Princeton,
West VA; nieces, Sydney Roland
and Autumn King; nephews,
King Davis and Ashton Walker;
aunts and uncles, Twana
Hamby, Kuala Hooper-Walker
(Sayed), Lyndtonia Roland
(Rob), Duane Roland (Habiba),
Stephanie Johnson, George
Roland and Sydney Roland; spe-
cial cousins whom she loved like
sisters, Pauline Miller and
Tahniyzah Johnson; and a host
of other relatives and friends. A
Service of John H. Shaw's Son
Funeral Home.

SShhaammiirr  JJoonneess

Shamir Jones, died April 3,
2021. Graveside service was held
on Sunday, April 11, 2021 at
Calvary Memorial Cemetery.

Known by family as "Juicy"
was born on November 4, 1999 to
Ashiya Jones and Ronald
Braggs. Shamir had a smile and
personality big enough to fill an
empty room. Shamir will be
remembered for sucking his
thumb while making jokes on
"everybody" lol. Shamir was a
gamer and spent most of his
time playing the Playstation
with his brother "Homey."
Shamir completed his High
School education at E.A. Laney
High School. He graduated June
8, 2019.

Shamir leaves to cherish his
memories: mother, Ashiya
Jones (Ali Rouse); father, Ronald
Braggs; special mom, Stephanie
Drayton; sisters, Kaliya
Williams, Michelle Kelly; broth-
ers, Damarian Harrison,
Montez Gibbs; grandmothers,
Norma Jones, Juddy Braggs
(Micheal Watkins); grandfather,
James Joyner (Tonya); special
cousins, Zini and Kylan and a
host of aunts, uncles, cousins
and friends. A Service of John
H. Shaw's Son Funeral Home.

TTrraaccyy  AAnnggeelloo  CCaannttyy

Tracy Angelo Canty died
April 3, 2021. Graveside service
was held on Sunday, April 11,
2021 at Pine Forest Cemetery.

Tracy, born March 5, 1964 was
the 4th child of 11 children born
to Willie Mae Canty and the late
Roosevelt Canty, although he
was raised by Donald Ray
Simpson, his stepfather. In addi-
tion to his father Tracy was pro-
ceeded in death by his wife,
Wanda Melvin Canty, sister,
Gloria Mae Harrison, niece,
Kayla Canty and brother Curtis
Thomas Canty. Tracy never met
a stranger and was always the
life of the party. He enjoyed
watching Football on Sunday

nights to root on his favorite
team The New England Patriots.
Tracy was the Jack of all trades
it wasn't a job he couldn't do,
with its favorites being roofing
work and laying, concrete. He
loved his family dearly and it
wasn't a thing he wouldn't do for
them. He loved working with
the pit bulls in the backyard and
grew closer to one in particular
Bella. Anyone who knew Tracy,
knew that he had a very special
bond with his little brother
Jerrod, Black as he would call
him. He leaves to cherish his
memories: Mother, Willie Mae
Canty; father in law, Donald Ray
Simpson, both of Wilmington,
NC; three sons, Tracy Canty, Jr.
and Tyreke Canty both of
Wilmington, NC, Zaronte'
Canty of Baltimore,
Maryland; one daughter,
Zandria Canty of Baltimore,
Maryland; one daughter,
Zandria Canty of Baltimore,
Maryland; four brothers,
Brian Hill of Evansville,
India, Wayne Hill of Raleigh,
NC, Jerrod Canty (Sabrina) of
Wilmington, NC and Megan
Canty of Wilmington, NC;
four sisters, Stella Herring
(Ward) of Raleigh, NC, Lisa
Herring of Raleigh, NC, Carla
Canty of Jacksonville, NC and
Donna Simpson of
Wilmington, NC; seven grand-
kids, Jazmin Canty, Traeonna
Canty, Allen Canty, Alexander
Thompson, Jimere Canty,
Thalia Canty, Arianna
Thomas and a host of nieces,
nephews, aunts and uncles. A
Service of John H. Shaw's Son
Funeral Home.

TThhoommaass  HHoollmmeess,,  JJrr..

Thomas Holmes, Jr., died
April 5, 2021. Funeral service
was held on Saturday, April 10,
2021 at Macedonia Missionary
Baptist Church.

Thomas was born on April
19, 1949 to the late Thomas and
Margaret Canty Holmes, Sr.
He grew up in Wilmington,
North Carolina and attended
the local schools. In 1966, he
enlisted in the United States
Navy and served for four
years. When he returned
home, he worked at Timme
Corporation for several years.
He also worked at Climatic
Controls for several years.
Thomas, or BIG T, then
became an employee at
General Electric in
Wilmington. He retired in May
2009. Thomas talked loud but
was a loving brother, husband,
father, grandfather and friend.
For his siblings, he always
stressed that we must stick
together. We leave together
and we come back together!
On July 2, 1983, he married
Doris Smith. Together they
nurtured three children:
Ricardo Jerome Bennett, Sr.,
Margo Bennett King, and
Thomas Holmes III. He joined
the Macedonia church family
on May 6, 2001.

He leaves to cherish his
memory: his children, Ricardo
(Denise) Bennett, Sr., Margo
(Pastor Franklin) King, Sr.,
and Thomas Holmes, III
(Amica); seven grandchildren,
Autumn (Thamon) Barbee,
Charity Bennett, Ricardo
Bennett, Jr., Franklin King,
Jr., Taylor King, Thomas Sirod
Holmes and Psalmule
Anthony Holmes; three sis-
ters, Margaret Patricia Ann
Holmes, Stelena Holmes, and
Faustina Holmes-West
(Russell, Jr.); one brother,
Rennie Holmes; brothers and
sisters-in-law, Thelma (Clyde)
Hemingway, Josephine James,
Ernestine Waddell (Vince),
Dennis Smith (Kay), Willie
Randolph Smith, Dorothy

Jordan, Marilyn Bloodworth,
Barbara Jordan, Ethel Holmes
(Isaac), and Frank Jordan
(Sandra); aunts and uncles,
Ernestine Canty Hastie, Ruby
Canty Porter (Elbert), Mamie
Canty and Alcenia Holmes; spe-
cial nephew and niece, Kendall
Holmes and Lisa Holmes; two
special friends, Ethel Lawson
and Clarence Williams (Mert); a
host of nieces, nephews, cousins
and friends. A Service of John
H. Shaw's Son Funeral Home.

AAlleexxaannddeerr  PPeeaarrssoonn

Alexander Pearson died
April 9, 2021. Funeral services
will be held 2:00 p.m. on
Thursday, April 15, 2021 at the
Willie L. Shaw Jr. Memorial
Chapel. Visitation will be held
30 minutes prior to the serv-
ice. A Service of John H.
Shaw's Son Funeral Home.

GGwweennddoollyynn  BByyaass  HHaacckkeetttt

Gwendolyn Byas Hackett
died March 29, 2021. A memo-
rial service will be held on 1:00
p.m. on Sunday, April 18, 2021
at the Mt. Calvary Missionary
Baptist Church. A Service of
John H. Shaw's Son Funeral
Home.

JJeerroommee  GGaalllloowwaayy  MMccMMiillllaann

Jerome Galloway McMillan
died March 25, 2021 in
Wilmington, NC. Graveside
service was held on Saturday,
April 3, 2021 at the Evans-
Mitchell Cemetery, Bolivia,
NC. He was the son the late
Rosa McMillan and James
Oscar Smith. Jerome was the
first of nine children. He
attended Brunswick County
Schools until he and the fami-
ly moved to Brooklyn, NY.
Jerome completed his educa-
tion at the University of the
State of New York in Albany.
In Brooklyn, his career
involved working with moving
companies and a traffic op.
Jerome returned to
Wilmington, NC and worked
with the New Hanover County
Public Schools until he
retired. Jerome had several
interests. He liked working in
his garden and his motorcycle.
He also enjoyed visiting the
beach and watching old west-
ern movies. Telling jokes and
pulling pranks was something
Jerome had always done with
family and friends. The nieces
and nephews saw Jerome as a
good dancer and shared fond
memories of him promoting
dance competitions with them
in his mother's kitchen and
other family gatherings.
Jerome had a young heart and
spirit. He will be missed dear-
ly. Jerome is preceded in
death by his wife, Janice Tart;
siblings, Shirley Galloway and
James Oscar, Jr.

Jerome is survived by his
finance' Shawanna Littlejohn
of Jonesville, SC; children
Jerome Garrison (Sharon) of
East Stroudsburg, PA, Samian
(Natasha) McMillan of
Brentwood, NY, seven siblings,
Edward L. McMillan (Myra) of
Castle Hayne, NC, Gwendolyn
Craig, and Dennis McMillan of
Wilmington, NC, Andrea
McMillan of Castle Hayne,
NC, Sonja McMillan of
Durham, NC, Tonja McMillan-
Green of Raleigh, NC, Karen
Thomas Jones (Reggie) of
Bayshore, NY, Oscar G. Smith,
Helen Dawson and Nevada
Robbins of Bolivia, NC; eight
aunts, six uncles, eleven
grandchildren; three great-
grandchildren; a host of
nieces, nephews cousins and
friends. A Service of John H.
Shaw's Son Funeral Home.

OBITUARIES
Continued from Page 7
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LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
executor of the estate of Leatha
Brown Griffith, deceased, of the
New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against the estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned on or
before the 25th day of June,
2021, or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.  All persons,
firms and corporations indebted to
said estate please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 25th day of March, 2021

Robert Whitney, Executor
321 Springdale Dr.
Wilmington, NC 28405

March 25, April 1, 8, 15, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executrix of the estate of Joanne C.
Carl (AKA Mary Joanne Church
Carl), deceased, of the New Hanover
County, North Carolina, does hereby
notify all persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against the estate
to exhibit them to the undersigned on
or before the 8th day of July, 2021,
or this notice will be pleaded in bar of
their recovery.  All persons, firms and
corporations indebted to said estate
please make immediate payment to
the undersigned.

This the 8th day of April, 2021

Lisa A. Carl, Executrix
128 Windsor Place
Chapel Hill, NC 27516

April 8, 15, 22, 29, 2021

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
JUVENILE SESSION
FILE NO.  20 JT 5

IN THE MATTER OF:
H.S.A.  (DOB:  12/24/2019)

TO: RESPONDENTS: VIC-
TORIA SMITH, BIOLOGICAL
MOTHER, AND JAMES BRIAN
APPLE, BIOLOGICAL FATHER,
OF THE ABOVE CAPTIONED
CHILD BORN IN WILMING-
TON, NEW HANOVER COUNTY,
NORTH CAROLINA TO VICTO-
RIA SMITH

Take notice that a plead-
ing seeking relief against you has
been filed in the above-entitled
action.  The nature of the relief
being sought is as follows:

Termination of all
parental rights you have to the
above-captioned minor children.

You are required to
make defense to such pleading
within forty (40) days following
April 1, 2021, which date is the
date of first publication of this
Notice.  Upon your failure to do so,
the party seeking service against
you will apply to the Court for the
relief sought. You have the right to
attend this hearing and you have
the right to be represented by
counsel and can apply for court
appointed counsel.

Attorney Brian Moore
was previously appointed to rep-
resent Victoria Smith, and he can
be reached at 705 North 4th
Street, Wilmington, NC 28401 or
(910) 362-1100.

Attorney Megan Schultz
was previously appointed to rep-
resent James Brian Apple and she
can be reached at 611 Princess
Street, Wilmington, NC 28401 or
(910) 251-6088.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTI-
FIED THAT A HEARING ON THE
PETITION TO TERMINATE YOUR
PARENTAL RIGHTS IS SCHED-
ULED FOR May 24, 2021, AT 9:30
A.M. or as soon thereafter as it
may be heard, via Web-Ex, at the
Office of Juvenile Clerks, 138
North 4th Street, Wilmington,
North Carolina, 28401.

This the 25th day of March, 2021.

Karen F. Richards
Staff Attorney - 
New Hanover County Department
of Social Services
1650 Greenfield Street
Wilmington, NC  28401
(910) 798-3526

April 1, 8, 15, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Having qualified as Affidavit Collector
of the Estate of Judith Dianne Lewis
(20-E-1049), late of New Hanover
County, North Carolina the under-
signed does hereby notify all persons,
firms and corporations having claims
against the estate of said decedent to
exhibit them to the undersigned at 701
Market Street, Wilmington, North
Carolina, 28401 on or before July 1,
2021 or this notice will be pleaded in
bar of their recovery.  All persons, firms
and corporations indebted to the said
estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 1st day of April, 2021.

Charlotte Noel Fox
Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

April 1, 8, 15, 22, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executrix of the estate of Antoinette
M. Brechka, deceased, of the New
Hanover County, North Carolina, does
hereby notify all persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against the
estate to exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 8th day of
July, 2021, or this notice will be plead-
ed in bar of their recovery.  All persons,
firms and corporations indebted to said
estate please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.

This the 8th day of April, 2021

Catherine Helgesen, Executrix
6400 Purple Martin Ct.
Wilmington, NC 28411

April 8, 15, 22, 29, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executor of the estate of Joseph Juric,
deceased, of the New Hanover County,
North Carolina, does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations having
claims against the estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned on or before
the 8th day of July, 2021, or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery.  All persons, firms and corpo-
rations indebted to said estate please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 8th day of April, 2021

Andrea Renee Fritz, Executor
6208 Rowsley St.
Wilmington, NC 28409

April 8, 15, 22, 29, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executrix of the estate of Margaret
McCall Mitchell, deceased, of the New
Hanover County, North Carolina, does
hereby notify all persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against the
estate to exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 15th day of
July, 2021, or this notice will be plead-
ed in bar of their recovery.  All persons,
firms and corporations indebted to said
estate please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.

This the 15th day of April, 2021

Mary London Johnson, Executrix
418 Sheppard Rd.
Wilmington, NC 28411

April 15, 22, 29, May 6, 2021

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

IN THE GENERAL COURT 
OF JUSTICE

DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
COURT FILE NO: 21 CV 001057

KIERSTEN PETREE VON FRICK-
EN, PLAINTIFF
V.
HENRY NICOLAS VON FRICKEN,
DEFENDANT

Take notice that a plead-
ing seeking relief against you has
been filed in the above-entitled
action. The nature of the relief being
sought is an absolute divorce. 

You are required to make
defense to such pleading not later
than forty(40) days from first publi-
cation date and upon your failure to
do so the party seeking service
against you will apply to the court
for the relief sought.

This the 8th day of April, 2021

Kiersten Petree Von Fricken
3802 Portofino Court
Apt 206
Wilmington, NC 28405

April 8, 15, 22,2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF WENDELL AMOS, Deceased.  

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUS-
TICE 

SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
FILE NO: 21E 0354

The undersigned qualified as the
Administrator of the Estate of
Wendell Amos, deceased, does here-
by notify all persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against the
estate of said decedent to exhibit them
same to Bobby Amos, Administrator,
at the address set out below, on or
before July 2, 2021, or this notice will
be pleaded as bar to recovery.   All
persons, firms and corporations
indebted to the decedent will please
make payment to the undersigned at
either address set out below.  

This the 1st day of April, 2021.

The Law Office of Erma L. Johnson,
P.C. 
2803 Market Street 
Po Box 696 
Wilmington, NC 28402

April 1, 8, 15, 22,  2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Having qualified as Administrator of
the Estate of Jeremy Poston Owens
(20-E-1587), late of New Hanover
County, North Carolina the under-
signed does hereby notify all persons,
firms and corporations having claims
against the estate of said decedent to
exhibit them to the undersigned at
701 Market Street, Wilmington, North
Carolina, 28401 on or before July 8,
2021 or this notice will be pleaded in
bar of their recovery.  All persons,
firms and corporations indebted to the
said estate will please make immedi-
ate payment to the undersigned.

This the 8th day of April, 2021.

Charlotte Noel Fox
Craige & Fox, PLLC
Wilmington, NC 28401

April 1, 8, 15, 22, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND
DEBTORS

OF BEULAH FREDRICKSON
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

NEW HANOVER COUNTY
21 E 519

All persons, firms and corporations
having claims against Beulah
Fredrickson, deceased, are notified
to exhibit them to Mark I. Nunalee,
Resident Process Agent of the dece-
dent's estate, on or before July 16,
2021 at Post Office Box 598,
Hampstead NC  28443, or be barred
from their recovery.  Debtors of the
decedent are asked to make immedi-
ate payment to the above-named
Resident Process Agent.

Estate of Beulah Fredrickson
c/o Mark I. Nunalee
MARK I. NUNALEE PC
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 598
Hampstead NC  28443
910-270-4347

April 15, 22, 29, May 6, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Administrator of the estate of
Mrs. Mary Alice Green, deceased,
of the New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against the estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned on or
before the 15th day of July,
2021, or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.  All per-
sons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please make
immediate payment to the under-
signed.

This the 15th day of April, 2021

Mr. Douglas E. Green, Administrator
4736 Pineleaf Drive
Charlotte, NC 28269

April 15, 22, 29, May 6, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Administrator of the estate of
June Elizabeth Crook Leonard,
deceased, of the New Hanover
County, North Carolina, does here-
by notify all persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against the
estate to exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 15th day
of July, 2021, or this notice will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.  All
persons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please make
immediate payment to the under-
signed.

This the 15th day of April, 2021

John Robert Leonard, Administrator
234 Spruce Dr.
Wilmington, NC 28403

April 15, 22, 29, May 6, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executor of the estate of Karen E.
Stauss, deceased, of the New
Hanover County, North Carolina, does
hereby notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims against the
estate to exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 8th day of
July, 2021, or this notice will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.  All
persons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please make
immediate payment to the under-
signed.

This the 8th day of April, 2021

Ray Junior Martinez, Executor
56 Lob Wedge Lane
Bunnell, FL 32110

April 8, 15, 22, 29, 2021

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF

JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
COURT FILE NO: 21 CVD 562

REGINALD AUDREY BRYANT,
PLAINTIFF
V.
KATINA S. BRYANT, 
DEFENDANT

Take notice that a plead-
ing seeking relief against you has
been filed in the above-entitled
action. The nature of the relief
being sought is an absolute
divorce. 

You are required to make
defense to such pleading not later
than forty(40) days from first pub-
lication date and upon your failure
to do so the party seeking service
against you will apply to the court
for the relief sought.

This the 1st day of April, 2021

Reginald Audrey Bryant
3036 Mt. Misery Rd. NE
Leland, NC 28451

April 1, 8, 15, 2021

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
JUVENILE SESSION
FILE NO. 19 JT 288, 

15 JT 166

IN THE MATTER OF:
A.H.G.  (dob: 22 January
2019)
J.D.H.G. (dob: 27 October
2011)

TO: RESPONDENT-FATHER OF
A.H.G., RAYMUNDO HERNAN-
DEZ and ANY UNKNOWN
FATHER OF A.H.G. AND
J.D.H.G.

Take notice that a
pleading seeking relief against
you has been filed in the above-
entitled action.  The nature of the
relief being sought is as follows:

Termination of all
parental rights you have to
A.H.G. and J.D.H.G.

You are required to
make defense to such pleading
within forty (40) days following
Thursday, April 1, 2021, which
date is the date of first publication
of this Notice.  Upon your failure
to do so, the party seeking serv-
ice against you will apply to the
Court for the relief sought.  You
have the right to attend this hear-
ing and you have the right to be
represented by counsel.  

Attorney Brian Moore
has been assigned to represent
Raymundo Hernandez.  Counsel
may be contacted at (910) 362-
1100, 705 N. 4th Street,
Wilmington, NC.

YOU ARE HEREBY
NOTIFIED THAT A HEARING ON
THE PETITION TO TERMINATE
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS IS
SCHEDULED FOR MONDAY, JUNE
14, 2027, AT 9:30 A.M., or upon
a date and time set thereafter, at
the Office of Juvenile Justice, 138
N 4th Street, Wilmington, North
Carolina, 28401 or via Webex.

This the 23rd day of March, 2021.

Jennifer G. Cooke
Attorney - New Hanover Co.
Dept. of Social Services
1650 Greenfield Street
Wilmington, NC  28401
(910) 798-3512
(910) 798-7833 * fax

April 1, 8, 15, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executor of the estate of Richard
Fleming Weaver, deceased, of the New
Hanover County, North Carolina, does
hereby notify all persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against the
estate to exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 15th day of July,
2021, or this notice will be pleaded in bar
of their recovery.  All persons, firms and
corporations indebted to said estate
please make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 15th day of April, 2021

Andrew Wilson Weaver, Executor
706 Pine Valley Dr.
Wilmington, NC 28412

April 15, 22, 29, May 6, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Administrator of the estate of Minnie
Clauson, deceased, of the New Hanover
County, North Carolina, does hereby noti-
fy all persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the estate to exhib-
it them to the undersigned on or before
the 15th day of July, 2021, or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery.  All persons, firms and corpora-
tions indebted to said estate please make
immediate payment to the undersigned.

This the 15th day of April, 2021

Tanya Covington, Administrator
1909 Rockhill Rd.
Castle Hayne, NC 28429

April 15, 22, 29, May 6, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Administrator of the estate of Allen
James Ellis, Jr., deceased, of the New
Hanover County, North Carolina, does
hereby notify all persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against the
estate to exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 15th day of July,
2021, or this notice will be pleaded in bar
of their recovery.  All persons, firms and
corporations indebted to said estate
please make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 15th day of April, 2021

Carrie Houston, Administrator
407 Redwood Rd.
Wilmington, NC 28412

April 15, 22, 29, May 6, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executrix of the estate of Curtis B.
Ladner, deceased, of the New Hanover
County, North Carolina, does hereby noti-
fy all persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the estate to exhib-
it them to the undersigned on or before
the 15th day of July, 2021, or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery.  All persons, firms and corpora-
tions indebted to said estate please make
immediate payment to the undersigned.

This the 15th day of April, 2021

Joan C. Coco, Executrix
912 N. 7th St.
Wilmington, NC 28401

April 15, 22, 29, May 6, 2021

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
SOLICITATION NO: CFP19.4
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF

THE CITY OF WILMINGTON
NORTH CAROLINA

Floor Repairs For 11 First Floor
Units at Eastbrook Apts.
Proposals will be accepted at the
Housing Authority of the City of
Wilmington North Carolina (WHA
Central Office), until date and
time noted below. 

•Project Information will be avail-
able for pickup on Wednesday,
April 14, 2021 at the Central
Office for a non-refundable charge
of $15.00 for project manual. Pick
up, or Download Project Manual
from our website at
www.wha.net, click on Business
Opportunities then IFB- no charge
•Pre-Bid Conference/Site Tour:
Central Office on Wednesday April
21, 2021 10:00 AM
•Questions; E-mail to
cburns@wha.net no later than
April 30, 2021 by 2:00 PM
•Bid Opening: Tuesday, May 11,
2021 at 10:00 AM. 

The WHA does not discriminate
based on race, sex, age, color,
national origin, religion, or disabil-
ity in its employment opportuni-
ties, programs, services, or activi-
ties.  

WHA reserves the right to reject
any or all proposals and to waive
informalities and or award to mul-
tiple vendors.

April 15, 22, 2021

ADVERTISE

SEEKING SALES?

RESULTS?

TTHHEE  
WWIILLMMIINNGGTTOONN

JJOOUURRNNAALL

CALL

((991100))  776622--55550022

Searching for

additional customers?

The 

Wilmington Journal’s

readers have been 

trusting us for the 

past 94 years

to bring them 

the news 

that interest 

our 

community.

The Wilmington Journal 

can  help you  find a 

solution to your 

growing needs. 

Call us today.

mailto:wilmjournads@aol.com
http://www.wha.net
mailto:cburns@wha.net


EAEAGLE ISLANDGLE ISLAND
FRFRUIT & SEAFOODUIT & SEAFOOD

Highway 421 North
Wilmington, NC 28401

“Biggest Little“Biggest Little
SStore tore YYou Everou Ever

Saw”Saw”
LIVE BAIT & TACKLE

762-1193762-1193

John Wilder
Independent Associate

Executive Director
Small Business & Group 

910-297-0925 or 888-286-0168
Opportunity Info 206-209-2022

www.Jwilder1.com

Home 910-675-1250
Cell 910-540-4406
Office 910-675-3840

NC LICENSE #2473
NATION WIDE SERVICE

3-N-1 BAIL
BONDING CO.

Owner/Operator
Mary C. Nixon

Bail Bonding Agent

P.O. Box 12831
Wilmington, NC 28405

“Trust me for all your
life insurance needs...

permanent, term, 
universal & retirement.”

State Farm  Insurance Companies
Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

Henry B. Brown
Agent

CALL ME

2816-A South College Rd.
Wilmington, NC 28412

Bus.: 910-395-2300
Home: 910-794-9359

HHEERREE  AARREE  OOUURR  CCAARRDDSSHHEERREE  AARREE  OOUURR  CCAARRDDSS ..  ..  ..  
WhateverWhatever you’re looking for, consider these local businesses 

BUSINESS CARDSThursday, April 15, 2021 10

Use This Space 

For Your 

Business Card 

It Pays To Advertise

In  

THE

WILMINGTON

JOURNAL

For Information 

Please Call Us At

910-762-5502

Support the Black Press

READREAD

THE WILMINGTON JOURNAL

OWEN METTS REALTY
We can help! 

We specialize in the
following services:

• Buying, selling, or 
investments real estate 

• Real estate consulting services
• Loan modifications, 

foreclosure counseling
• Credit and budget 

counseling
•HUD Register Agent

•Estate Planning

NEW LISTINGS NEEDED
DO YOU WANT TO SELL OR RENT

YOUR PROPERTY?
WE MAY HAVE A BUYER OR RENTER

WAITING FOR YOUR PROPERTY
DO YOU WANT TO PURCHASE PROPERTY?

Please call us first 
TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT

321 North Front Street • Phone: 910-763-3777 
Cell: 910-297-6997

Email: ometts@yahoo.com
ww.owenmettsrealty.com

OWEN E. METTS, SR., 
Licensed Realtor/Broker, Certified Housing Counselor

Phil Corbett
Owner

P & B COLLISON REPAIR

Phone (910) 470-1138
Fax (910) 283-5215

8584 Slocum Trail
Atkinson, NC 28421

FFIIRRSSTTFFIIRRSSTT

THE BENEFIT CONNECTION
We can help you! 

When  experience matters, Call us today!

Monday - Friday 9 am-5 pm * 910.763.3777 

We represent several insurance companies 

Owen E. Metts, Sr., Licensed Agent

The Benefit Connection 
321 North Front Street 
Wilmington, NC 28401 
910.763.3777 Phone

910.297.6997 Cell

We can help you save money!

Personal and professional

service for over 30 years. 

We specialize in: 
Health, life, disability, dental,

group and individuals 
Roth IRAs, 401-k's, 403-b's, annuities 

Long term care and Medicare supplements 
Regardless of your health or age 

CALL US TODAY. 

SOUTH KERR
AUTO SERVICE

OWEN METTS
REALTY

(Coach) Columbus Pridgen
Bail Bonding

Make That One Phone Call Count 
Mobile Phone:910-616-2519

Mobile Phone: 910-512-1372

Columbus Pridgen
Owner/Operator

Identify Theft: America’s Fasting Growing Crime!
Think you’re not at risk? Unfortunately you are.
Do you...
hand your credit card to servers at restaurants?
sign your credit cards?
supply personal information over the internet?
keep your Social Security number in your wallet or purse?
leave mail at your home or business for the postal carrier to collect?
throw away mail with personal information without shredding it?

Have you......
thought about writing or revising your will?
been audited by the IRS?
purchased a home?
been a defendant in a civil lawsuit?
signed a contract of any kind?
paid a bill you thought was unfair?
received an inaccurate credit report?
received a moving traffic violation you thought was unjustified?
had any type of legal question?

LEGAL EMPOWERMENT FOR YOUR LIFE
Your Family• Your Will• Your Money• Your Retirement•Your Car

272 N. Front Street, Suite 300
Post Office Box 2279

Wilmington North Carolina 28402-2279
Email: pgrear@grearlaw.com
Phone: (910) 763-4671
Facsimile: (910) 763-0925
Toll Free (800) 222-8009

Areas of Practice:
New Hanover, Pender,

Brunswick, Columbus, &
Duplin Counties

Appointments only:
For cost and details: www.grearlaw.com

 CONSUMER BANKRUPTCY
AUTO ACCIDENTS
WORKERS COMPENSATION
 SOCIAL SECURITY

DISABILITY
 TRAFFIC  TICKETS
WILLS & ESTATES

 POWERS OF ATTORNEY
 DEED PREPARATION
 BUSINESS FORMATIONS
 CREDIT REPAIR

(Nationwide)
 ELDER LAW

Peter Grear, Attorney at Law

•On site mobile repair
•All minor and major

repairs 
•Foreign and Domestic

•New and used tires
•Valet service

OIL CHANGE $34.95
BRAKES $40.00 + PARTS

223B S. Kerr Ave.
Wilmington, NC 28403

910-233-7977

SAM
NEWKIRK

“For The right Approach
Call Coach”

NOW OPEN!!

http://www.Jwilder1.com
mailto:ometts@yahoo.com
mailto:pgrear@grearlaw.com
http://www.grearlaw.com
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