Hours: 10-5 M, Tu, Tr and Fr, 10-2 on Saturday

Jackson-Royal Furniture
Franklin Center * Russellville

256-460-0924 - 256-332-6721

N e of Ammod
15347 Hwy 43 - 256-332-1108

Beaultiful P
Boultique

[ -l'ihl-l'_'l-‘.lls For Anyone

" 3 " x= * @ [

) NOW \ OPEN _{
Men’s, Women’s,
Children’s Clothing
Shoes, Purses
Hair, Lashes

L T .

“Max Style with Minimal Prices!
13150 Hwy 43, Ste B

Urgent Care Shopping Center
H0aE Tisms oFri. and 10x] Sat.

(256) 398-8935
Our team

DENTTIS

\IW
531 St. Clair St., Russellville
Call 256.332.6888 to schedule your appointment today!

~ position

Franklin Free Press

After three years as Pilgrim’s
Russellvile Complex Manager,
Kevin Touchstone will be leaving
Franklin County to take a similar
position at a Pilgrim’s facility in
Nacogdoches, Texas.

Touchstone said he and his family
will remain in Russellville through the
end of the current school year.
Touchstone will work with Jamie
Young, his successor, to introduce
Young to the community, he said.
Touchstone expects to remain at
Pilgrim’s Russellville through May.

Touchstone leaving
Russellville for Pilgrim’s

in Texas

When he took over as Pilgrim’s
Complex Manager in February 2018,
Touchstone took over a facility that
faced a sharp divide between labor
and management. Touchstone
worked immediately to improve
employee-management relations,
and he worked equally hard to
increase Pilgrim’s footprint in the
community.

The company’s Hometown Strong
initiative began after the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic. That program
is a commitment from the company
to inject $50 million into the commu-
nities it serves. Russellville will bene-

See ‘TOUCHSTONE,’ page 5

Merrill will not seek
political office in 2022

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Less than two years until his sec-
ond term ends, Alabama Secretary
of State John Merrill announced
Wednesday he will not seek any
public office in 2022.

The announcement ends specula-
tion about Merrill entering the 2022
United States Senate race for retiring
Sen. Richard Shelby’s seat.

Merrill made the announcement
through a written press release
Wednesday, one day after a right-
wing website, the National File,
released an article detailing an inter-
view with a woman who allege she
and Merrill had an extended year-
and-a-half extramarital affair through

Is ready to serve you!

TS\
SINGING RIVER

SingingRiverDentistry.com

last November.

Merrill initially denied the allega-
tions, but admitted the veracity of the
woman’s claims after she released
audio taped conversations between
herself and the Secretary of State.

Merrill received national recogni-
tion for Alabama'’s election process in
the COVID-19 impacted 2020 elec-
tion year. Voter registration in
Alabama has reached unprecedent-
ed levels under Merrill's tenure and
Alabama’s election laws have served
as a model for national election
reform.

Merrill briefly entered the 2020
Senate Republican Primary for Sen.
Doug Jones’ seat, but he withdrew
after former Sen. Jeff Sessions

See ‘MERRILL,” page 8

| —
Bowen
Family
Dentistry
243 Underwood Road - Russellville 256 332 4000

PAID Franklin Free Press
113 Washington Ave. NW
Russellville,AL 35653
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LAWN CARE

Nick Thorn, e -
Owner-Operator

* Lawn Mowing .. ..
* Weed Control

* Pressure Washing

» Small Tree Removal
» General Clean Up

256.324.0694

Taking care of
your family’s

dental needs
Brett M. Bowen, DDS

Hablamos Espano @

(f

Y

W RUSSELLVILLE
DENTAL CARE

Everyone Deserves To Smlle’

é

Dr. Steve Hammack & Staff E

NEW LOCATION! )

510 Engle Dr SE
(256) 332.6073

hezrmacy
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C C

>
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M
PASACY
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famllypharmacygroup com




FRANKLIN MEMORY GARDENS

We offer ground burial, mausoleum
and cremation spaces. All may be
Ao e % purchased at need or pre-need to include
LM% the burial vault and bronze memorial.

WELCOMING

NEW PATIENTS!
Haley Knight,
MSN, CRNP, FNP-C

FAMILY MEDICINE

Providing a peaceful, beautiful and serene
cemetery for the people of Franklin County.

Carolyn Atkins Porter QEEELL
2710 Waterloo Road * 256.332.2115

2N
e ——

Russellville

Hospita “In Memory of our loved ones...”
N brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works
and Franklin Memory Gardens

The Russellville Hospital Medical Hugh Don Cochran, 76, of Phil Campbell passed away
Clinic provides comprehensive medical on Monday, April 5th. Interment at Winston Memorial
Cemetery.

care for children to adults.
Cora Alice Daniel, 89, of Russellville, passed away on

Urgent Care Walk ins Welcome. Monday, April 5th. Interment at Franklin Memory
Gardens.

No Appointments Necessary.
Joe Thomas Hamilton, 70, of Russellville, passed away

15225 Hwy. 43 ® Suite I ® Russellville, AL on Tuesday, April 6th. Interment at Franklin Memory
Gardens.

2 5 6 _3 3 1 _27 O Calvin Lee Hurley, 64, of Russellville, passed away on

Sunday, April 4th. Interment at Fairview Cemetery.

L
PUBLIC NOTICE &
X

REOPENING OF RUSSELLVILLE
UTILITIES OFFICE LOBBY

Beginning Monday, April 12, 2021, the
Russellville Utilities lobby, located at 721 South
Jackson Avenue, will reopen to the public.

The lobby has been closed due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. We ask that you continue
to practice social distancing guidelines upon
entry to pay your utility bill and/or to apply for
new service.

Also, as the lobby reopens, Russellville Utilities
will be reinstating credit card fees beginning
May 1, 2021, for those who wish to pay by card.
ACH Debit is also available free of charge.

Thank Your




Eishingallachie
SAEquIipment!

Profound Outdoors, Strike ng,
Bandlt Berkley & MORE'

7.62x39
$9.99/box $29.99/box

00 Buck $12.99
box of 10
$145.99 Case
of 120
No Limits

$379. 99/1000 rd case $289.99/500 rd case

PAGE 3
APRIL 14, 2021

Beautiful P opens doors in
Urgent Care Shopping Center

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

When Tasha and Bernard Phinizee decided to open a business in their
hometown, their first thought was a restaurant.

But the COVID-19 pandemic, along with difficulty finding a suitable build-
ing, led the Russellville couple in a different direction.

The result: Beautiful P : 7
Boutique, a clothing and
fashion boutique that
opened last month on
Highway 43 in Dr. Kevin
Kelly’s Urgent Care
Shopping Center.

Beautiful P offers
men’s, women'’s,
women'’s plus size and
children’s clothing, with a
newborn clothing line to
be offered soon. They
also carry a full line of
purses, wallets, hair
extensions and lashes.

The store is open
Tuesday through Friday
from 10-6, and Saturday
10-3.

Phinizee puts her expe-
rience in the fashion
industry to good use as
she is responsible for
ordering all the boutique’s|
merchandise. Phinizee
previously served as
manager of Citi Trends Z—=— = . - S <
department store in PHOTO BY JOHN PILATI

Muscle Shoals. You'll find Beautiful P Boutique owner Tasha Phinizee
her most days at the looks forward to helping you find affordable

business, while Bernard
is the more ‘silent’ busi-
ness partner.

Beautiful P is named after the Phinizee’s daughter, Taishenna, who died
tragically five years ago at the age of 15. Their nickname for her was
Beautiful, so they decided the name of their business would serve as a trib-
ute to their daughter.

As Russellville continues to see a decline in its Black population, the
Phinizees’ investment into a local business speaks volumes as to their
commitment to the city.

“We wanted to have our business right here in the city we live in, so that’s

See ‘BEAUTIFUL,’ page 8

fashions for you and your family.

“Eye Care & Eye Wear for
Your Unique Lifestyle”

256-332-5440
16255 Hwy 43
Russellville = )

EyeCareProfessionals

Visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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College Road paving project to
cause short-term traffic delays

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

As improvements continue on College Road in Phil Campbell, the next
phase will be a paving project scheduled to begin April 19.

Franklin County Engineer David Palmer said the paving is expected to be
completed in two days, weather permitting, but there will be minor traffic
interruptions while the project is ongoing.

The portion of College Road to be micro-paved is from Highway 43 south
to Dan Street. The Dan Street to Highway 237 portion was previously paved
by the Town of Phil Campbell.

Palmer described the work as micro-surfacing, a polymer modified cold-mix
paving system that can remedy a range of problems on roadways without
causing extensive delays.

“The project won'’t stop traffic, but it will slow it down through the operation,”
Palmer said. “Unlike traditional paving jobs, traffic has to stay off this pave-
ment for an hour or so, so the contractor will be paving one lane at a time
and will have traffic controlled with a pilot car.”

Franklin County Probate Judge Barry Moore encouraged motorists using
College Road on those dates to leave earlier and allow extra time to get to
Northwest-Shoals Community College or to work.

College Road has seen extensive modifications in the last year, including
installation of guardrails, safety groove pavement on the shoulder as well as
restriping and resurfacing.

For updates on news and sports throughout the
week, be sure and visit us online at
www.franklinfreepress.net!

FRANKLIN
FREE PRESS

113 WASHINGTON AVE. NW
RUSSELLVILLE, AL 35653
256-332-0255
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FRANKLIN DISCOUNT

In Phil GCamphell! 205-993-4554

Free local Ilelwerv'

Mon.-Fri. 9-6

3145 Hwy 237

Phil Campbell

Next to Phil Campbell
High School

Owner/Pharmacist
Wes Mayfield

Senior Sprint job fairs set to take place at
Russellville and Franklin County Schools

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Local businesses are encouraged to participate
in the inaugural Senior Sprint, a series of job fairs
for area high school seniors looking to enter the
workforce immediately upon graduation.

Franklin County Schools and Russellville City
Schools Career Coach Lori Hardin said the events
will be held at Phil Campbell, Red Bay, Russellville
and Tharptown High Schools.

Seniors at Belgreen and Vina High Schools will
be transported to one of these events so they may
be included.

The first Senior Sprint was set for last spring until
the COVID-19 pandemic forced its cancellation.

Hardin said the job fairs will link senior students
ready to enter the work force with employers in the
area looking for new employees. Any business or
industry wanting to participate in the job fairs is
welcome to be included by calling Hardin at 256-
460-7738 or emailing her at
Lorihardin@franklin.k12.al.us.

Several larger employers, including Pilgrim’s,
Sunshine Homes, Clayton Homes, G&G Steel,
etc., will attend the job fairs. Hardin encourages
smaller employers to participate even if they just
have a few openings for employment.

The scheduled events and locations are as fol-
lows: Phil Campbell High School April 27, Red Bay
High School April 28, Russellville High School
April 29 and Tharptown High School May 4. The
Senior Sprints will take place from 9-11 a.m., each
day.

Students will receive and complete job applica-
tions in that two-hour period and space will be pro-
vided for job interviews to take place that after-

noon.

While the Senior Sprints are primarily for full-
time positions, Hardin said students looking for
part-time employment will also be allowed to par-
ticipate.

“There’s a lot of opportunity here. Some students
make the choice not to go on to college or they’re
just not ready to go,” Hardin said. “So why go and
waste your money if you’re not ready? They may
need a few years before making that transition
back to school. This is a way to help our students
and local businesses come together.”

Hardin said there will be school staff on hand at
each event to assist students with job applica-
tions.

Pest Solutions

Pest & Mosquuo
Control

256-332-4008
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TOUCHSTONE,’ from page 1
A&L Carries Su erior Fire laces fit from approximately $600,000 of Hometown Strong funds.
p p ) involvement in programs and projects that will benefit all our citizens,”
Russellville Mayor David Grissom said. “Kevin Touchstone has been a sup-
Touchstone said he and his family were not looking to leave Russellville,
but the move results strictly from a need created by a promotion.
finally was worked out,” Touchstone said.
Pilgrim’s impact on Russellville and Franklin County is massive. In addition
along with $40 million in payroll for the Russellville facility.
— S . » The company also contributes more than $3 million to the local tax base

APRIL 14, 2021
“We appreciate Pilgrim’s investment in our local community and their
porter of Russellville from the day he arrived. His dedication has definitely
vent-free natural gas & LP made a positive impact in our city.”
- f' l I “My boss ran that complex and he got promoted from that position, so this
an Woo urnlng Irep aces. just kind of happened. It's been in the works for a few months and everything
Lots of st les to match an décor" to employing approximately 1,350 people, Pilgrim’s Russellville contracts
y y T with 236 local poultry farms with annual payments of more than $41 million,
. e and another $3 million in utility payments.

Touchstone’s tenure at Pilgrim’s Russellville will be remembered as an era
when Pilgrim’s embraced its community, and its employees, at a level never
seen before 2018.

Previous management came and went, with many choosing not to live in
Franklin County. That changed with Touchstone, a man who didn’t take long
to learn and understand his community, and the company has developed a
true partnership with Franklin County in the last three years.

Last year, right in the middle of the pandemic, Pilgrim’s gave 10-pound
bags of chicken to every Russellville Hospital employee as a thank you for
their service on the front lines. As the chicken bags were unloaded from the
truck, there was Touchstone, sleeves rolled up, stacking boxes.

Touchstone also made sure Pilgrim’s financial support of its community and
local schools didn’t stop with the ‘big’ sports like football (although the com-
pany financially supports that program as well). It was the donations to the
Russellville High School cross-country team, the Franklin County SPAN pro-
gram, and other groups that made significant impacts on those organiza-
tions.

And Pilgrim’s involvement in the community has only just begun,
Touchstone said.

“What | have been part of is just laying the groundwork. Pilgrim’s will be the
employer of choice in Northwest Alabama,” Touchstone said. “I am leaving
Russellville but two leaders will move in as | leave and they will make sure
of that. It's not that we want to be, but we will be Northwest Alabama’s
employer of choice.”

Touchstone said Young and his family will live in Russellville. With new
plant manager Walter James already living here, the two top positions at
Pilgrim’s will be local residents.

Young comes to Pilgrim’s Russellvile from the company’s Live Oak,
Florida, facility.

Although he won’t be a part of it after May, Touchstone is optimistic about
the future of Pilgrim’s Russellville and believes it will do well under Young’s
leadership.

“I will always appreciate my time in Russellville. We've made a lot of strides
2 5 6 3 32 8 l 8 l with the plant itself and | feel like it's a better place than it was when | got

® ® here,” Touchstone said. “There are brighter days ahead for Russellville and

Pilgrim’s once we clear through this COVID-19 situation.

va 4 3 ) li"l evil Ie pl‘g’):r}tzg?ft’l"dhcg ;r:j%év;rk done here, especially within the facility and the com-
= FAMILY PRACTICE
KEVI I1 G [ KE' Iy, M [ D- Pediatrics

Ne-*~qrn Care
Serving your family for over 3@ /. \2-59!]1

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Comprehensive Adult
Health Care

Urgent Care i
Walk-in Clinic
| We are still here! |

Russellville Internal =% A * Enfrance lncated an right
2l a C side closest to Fred's
Medicine, P.C. ._ b » Please excuse our growing pains
No Appointment Needed

535 Gandy Street NE

Russellville, AL 35653 13150 Hwy. 43 Suite 10

Russellville, AL

Mon-Thur

256-332- 1 120 QES! (intersection of Hwy. 24 and Hwy. 43)




NOW HIRING

Pilgrim’s offers Competitive
Wages starting at $13.05/hr.

Benefits include: Medical, Dental, Vision,
Vacation, Holidays, 401K and Night Shift
Incentive and Opportunities for Advancement!

Join the Great Team Members at
Pilgrim’s by applying online at
www.pilgrimsusa.com, in person at
our plant located at 2045 Hwy. 244

in Russellville, or at the
Sheffield Career Center.

Pilgrim’s is an Equal Opportunity Employer, M/F/V/D.

P

pPilgrims

Your Opportunity
for a Better
Future Begins at
Pilgrim’s!

Dr. Kelly's i
Urgent Care

Walk-In visits available.
We are available to screen
and test for COVID-19.

Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. 1-5
13150 Hwy. 43, Suite 10, Russellville

256-331-2092.

Serving your family for more than 30 years.
Family Practice, Pediatrics, Newborn Care.

ou are invited to a Gospel Singing Saturday April 17 at 7 p.m., at

Lawlers Chapel, 1712 Gravel Hill Road in Phil Campbell. The
singing will feature Family Tradition. Everyone is welcome.

ethlehem Missionary Baptist Church will host its Spring Revival

April 18-21, 2021. Sunday night services begin at 5 p.m. Monday-
Wednesday services begin at 7 p.m. The church is located at 305 Bethlehem Road in
Russellville. Pastor Bro. Jeff Fleming and congregation invite everyone to Revival.
Evangelist will be Bro. Terry Pace from Scottsboro.

sborn Hill Cemetery -Decoration Day will be on May 1, 2021. The

first Saturday of May has been observed as Decoration Day for well
over 100 years. All old flowers will need to be removed off the graves. Please make
plans for that special day to come to the cemetery. Also its time again for annual
donations. If you would like to donate to the Osborn Hill Cemetery Fund, please
send your donations to: Osborn Hill Cemetery Fund, c/o Mrs. Lana Duncan 2330
Colburn Mtn. Road, Tuscumbia, AL 35674.

he NACOLG SenioRx Medication Assistance Program supplies free

and low-cost medications for anyone in Alabama with a disability or
a chronic illness, regardless of age, that requires daily medication. Medicare recipi-
ents may also be eligible. For more information, contact NACOLG SenioRx today.
There is no charge for this service. Call 1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) or 256-
389-0529 and ask for Paula Pardue. This program is in partnership with the state of
Alabama and Alabama Department of Senior Services.

We love to hear from you! Please send your guest
columns, cartoon panels, letters to the editor, recipes and
other creative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Village at Oliver Place
Aparimem‘s & Townhomes

Water included startmg at:

205.993.5005. « Pike Avenue ¢ Phil Campbell
TDD (Hearing impaired) 800.548.2546

256.383.447 3 Ext. 2021
340 Cox Blvd * Sheffield, AL




Acres Hin 5 Tracts &Coni)l natlons

I Cave HoIIow Road Russel IV|IIe,

atrte AllIC I- | J.

ST
o ld f\.x

257.83 acre * farm offered in 5 separate tracts and combination of
tracts. 2 Creeks, Hill Top Views, Pastures, Timber, Road Frontage
on 3 Roads. Located just minutes from the High School! Amazing

Creek and views close in to town. Call today for your private tour

Ben Phillips 256-710-9683
or see more at www.shanealbright.com

TR, SNEATRIGHT AUCTIONS

6508 HWY 72, KILLEN, ALABAMA 35645

AL PHONE 256-757-8898 TN PHONE 931-762-5134
Shane Albright Owner/Broker/Auctioneer AL# 1569

Phone 256-757-8898 shanealbright.com
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‘MERRILL,” from page 1

entered the race.

Although Merrill did not close the door to a future political comeback, that
door will definitely not open until after 2022.

“I will absolutely not run for any office in 2022,” Merrill said. “I don’t know
about after that time period. The next election cycles will be 2024 or 2026,
and that’s a long time from now, so | don’t know what will happen.”

Alabama’s two-term limit would prevent Merrill from running for reelection
as Secretary of State in 2022, so the Senate race would seem particularly
attractive to the political veteran.

“After much prayer, reflection and conversations with my wife, Cindy, | have
decided that | will not be a candidate for any office in 2022,” Merrill said. “Life
presents us with a series of chapters, some more challenging than others, in
our book of life, and when one finishes, another one begins. While | remain
fully committed to continuing my service as your Secretary of State through
We would be honored to care for you and those you love. the end of my term, | do not know what the next chapter will present for me
and my family,” he added.

Physicians (L-R): Merrill, who travels to every county in his official capacity multiple times
Jack M. McLendon, MD, FACP | Jeremy Thompson, MD, FAAFP each year, has been particularly active in Franklin County. His wife, the for-

Joshua D. Vacik, MD, FACP | Courtney Bowen, MD | Brian C. Richards, DO 2]9[) Cinij BePford, is'bla lTrart]ktljin ff(_39l-||nty native. Merrill is known as
- abama’s most accessible elected official.
Brad McAnalley, MD, FACP | Robert Dickson, DO Last month, Merrill spoke to Russellville Middle School's Aspiring Minds
CALL Academy students at a special ceremony held at the A.W. Todd Centre.

(256) 383-4447 ‘BEAUTIFUL,” from page 3

ext. 124

\Ne [cowiy New Patients

By {Q}

what we did,” Tasha said. “We believe in Russellville and we believe in
what we are doing here.”

Like us... Share us... www.MedShoals.com Phinizee works daily to equip Beautiful P Boutique with affordable, fashion-
Call us... able clothing.
o “What satisfies me the most is when we can provide a customer with what
- they want right here in Russellville so they don’t have to go out of town to find
A 3 the fashions they want,” Tasha said.
1122:‘ ARERSTiRH iy MEDICAL ASSOCIATES AR AT For more information on Beautiful P Boutique, follow their Facebook page
effield, AL OF THE SHOALS Killen, AL

or call 256-398-8935.

Reliable Affordable Last-Mile Fiber
Optic Broadband will connect
Franklin County to the World!

The opportunity to fund and build the infrastructure for
last-mile fiber optic broadband serving all Franklin County is
now. State grant funding and local funds from the latest COVID Relief Bill
can make it happen. This funding means fewer restrictions as we invest
in the future of our county. That funding, along with local service carriers,
provides our best chance to bring broadband to all Franklin County
citizens. Our future can’t wait.

Our County Commissioners understand that fiber optic broadband service for ALL county
residents is essential. They need to know that you support their efforts. Tell Judge Barry
Moore, and Commissioners Joseph Baldwin, David Hester, Jason Miller and Chris Wallace
to continue investing in our county’s future.

Paid for by grant funding provided to the Franklin County Water Service Authority



It's Your Choice,

./
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" Atthe scene of an accidentor
breakdown, tell law enforcement
you want M &N Towing!

We offer local pick up for service

& maintenance!
N J
TJOWING & SERVICE CENTER
11833 Hwy 43 South * Russellville, AL 35653
256.332.7279

2021 4-H RABBIT PROJECT

: z S— Colbert & Franklin
| £ : ;'., 9B Alabamad-H
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Program Fee: $25

Let’s Hop 2 It! In this 4-H project, participants will raise a pet rabbit from May-September, then will bring the rabbit

to the 4-H Rabbit Show for exhibition. After the show, the rabbit is the 4-H’ers pet to keep. Participants will...
...Learn to raise a healthy rabbit ...Develop independence and responsibility
...Develop record-keeping skills (income and expense) ...Realize the pride of accomplishment

...Meet new friends ...Develop awareness of agriculture careers

PROJECT REQUIREMENTS:

(1) Attend project training (VIRTUAL) to learn how to care for your rabbit, (2) get ready for your rabbit at home, (3)
pick up your rabbit (4) care for your rabbit responsibly at home, (5) attend the showmanship clinic, and (6) partici-
pate in the 2021 NW Alabama 4-H Rabbit Show.

2021 PROJECT SCHEDULE:

Registration Deadline. This project requires a $25 program fee and registration form. The fee

Friday, April 30th covers the cost of a single rabbit, @ Record Book, and a Project Manual. You will receive your Pro-

ject Manual to start learning about your new pet.

Mandatory Parent and Paficipant Meeting. Each 4-H participant and a parent must attend this
Tuesday, May 4

project training. The meeting will be virtual and virtual Zoom meeting info will be given out closer
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm

to time.

Rabbit Pickup at the North Alabama Fairgrounds in Muscle Shoals! Pick up your new rabbit!
May 7th

Participants will be randemly given 1 rabbit that will be one of the following breeds: Polish, Dutch,
4:00 pm — 6:00 pm

Himalayan, California, or Mini Satin.

Schedule a project “check in” with the 4-H Agent. We can setup an in-person home visit or virtu-

July-August al home visit. Your 4-H Agent will contact you to set date and time.

Saturday, August 14 Showmanship Clinic. Participants will learn everything they need te know about showing their

rabbit and what to expect on the day of the show. The location of the clinic will be announced

10:00 closer to the date.

2021 NW AL 4-H Rabbit Show. The show will be held during the North Alabama State Fair at the
fairgrounds in Muscle Shoals. The exact date and time will be announced at the Virtual Mandatory

September 2021 Meeting.

For questions about the 4-H Rabbit Project, please contact
Vanessa Roberts, Franklin County 4-H Regional Extension Agent, (256) 309-9576

The Alabama Cooperative Extension System (Alabama A&M and Auburn Universities) in cooperation with the
U.S. Department of Agriculture. An Equal Opportunity Educator and Employer. Everyone is welcome! Please let us know
.............................

if you have accessibility needs.
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Obituary for Sharon Marie
Elkins Williams

Submitted to the FFP

Sharon Marie Elkins Williams

( March 05, 1942 - April 02, 2021 )

Sharon Marie Elkins Williams, of Northport, FL (formerly of Russellville)
went home Friday, April 02, 2021 at the age of 79.

She is preceded in death by her parents, Malcom and Glenice Elkins; and
mother and father-in-law, Buck and
Louise Williams.

She is survived by her husband of
60 years, Billy Williams, North Port,
FL; three children, Denise Gray
(Buddy) of Russellville, AL, Charles
Rainey of Sheffield, AL, Chrissy
Cooper (Niles) of North Port, FL;
two grandchildren, Gregg Gray
(Erin), Christopher Cooper (Kaity);
three great-grandchildren, Murphy
Shea Cooper, and Bryant & Tyson
Gray.

She loved scary movies and her
grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren. Her real babies were her
three cherished dogs. She was a
spirit in her younger days who want-
ed to try it all: motorcycles, makeup consultant, karate, real estate, yoga
instructor / personal trainer, and one memorable day of substitute
teaching. You just never knew. She loved living in the Florida sunshine
but always missed the southern cooking back home.

A graveside service was held on Tuesday, April 06, 2021 at KP Cemetery.
Bro. Bo Lloyd officiated. A family viewing was held before the service at Spry
Memorial Chapel.

Spry Memorial Chapel assisted the family. To have us sign the book for
you, please free to call or to leave private condolences, please visit our web-
site at www.sprymemorialchapel.com.

Have a community event you'd like us to help you
promote? Give us a call at 256-332-0255, fax to 256-332-
7430 or email us at franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

00 Honda Civic
$1000 Down
05 Nissan Altima
$1200 Down
09 Pontiac Vibe
$1500 Down

00 Chevy Cavalier
$800 Down
05 Chevy Impala
$1200 Down
03 Ford Explorer
$1200 Down
04 Ford Explorer 05 Subaru Legacy

$1200 Down $1500 Down
elledge.jeff@gmail.com

2506 Woodward Ave * Muscle Shoals
256.383.7979 » 256.710.3711




BUSINESS * LOST & FOUND * GARAGE SALES ¢« PETS * APPLIANCES * HELP WANTED -

YARD SALES on Highway 43 South.

Multi-Family Yard Sale.
Saturday, April 17. 7
a.m.-until. 129 James
Road. Lots of items to

choose from!

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Need a truck driver with
one year of flatbed expe-
rience. Must pass drug
test and have good driv-
ing record. Record pay
27% of load and can
make $1,200 - $1,700a
week depending on you.

Multi-Family Yard Sale.
Saturday, April 17. 8
a.m.-until. Next to
Rancho Viejo Restaurant

Consider buying property this
season. The economy is stable,
low interest rates in north
Alabama, opportunities for
business and employment are

looking good.

Considere comprar una ... .
propiedad pronto, la gfs N\
economia esta : i,
estable con bajas (r \3 E;:/’
tasas de interes en M\“
el Norte de Alabama ky’
hay buenas
oportunidades de
negocios y trabajo.
Enrique Aguilar
Engel & Voelkers

256-740-2356

NOW HIRING

Phil Campbell Water Works & Sewer Board

No waiting on loads.
Plan two to three days in
advance. Call (205)-
468-1523 for more infor-
mation.

Kitchen Help Needed.
Full-time or Part-time at

Pilgrim’s Place BBQ in
Russellville. Apply in per-
son or call 256-332-1007

for more information.

PETS

Two Cats free to good
home. Two brothers,
approximately 7 months
old. Must adopt together.
Call 256-332-8324 or
256-324-9652.

Assorted colored rabbits
for sale. Male and
female. $15. Pot-bellied
Pigs. Male and Female,
$20 each. Please call
256-324-4463.

FOR FREE

Free Fifth Wheel
Camper. Needs some
work done. You must
pick up and transport.
Please call 256-332-
8324 or 256-324-9652.

Nice pair of hedge trim-
mers. Needs sharpen-

ing. Call (256)-856-4139.

FOR SALE

Plot at Franklin Memory
Gardens for sale. Call
256-668-7004 for more
information.

Timberline Lifetime High
Definition Roof Shingles.
Weatherwood Color, 21
Bundles. $400. (256)-
460-1959.

Two upright pianos for
sale. $100 each. Please
call 256-332-0068.

Duncan Phyle Dining
Table with two leaves
and six chairs. $280.

FOR

Please call (256)-460-
9757.

Lighted curio/china cabi-
net with sliding with slid-
ing glass door with key.
$250. Please call (256)-
460-9757.

Franklin Free Press
Classified Rates
Yard Sale Rates: FREE,
Deadline Monday at
Noon; Real Estate-
Homes, acreage, lots for
sale or rent. $25 for six
consecutive weeks. Up
to 40 words per ad;
Vehicles, Boats, RVs,
Motorcycles for sale. $15
for six consecutive
weeks. Up to 25 words

= Classt

256.332. 0255

SERVICES » APPLIANCES * CLOTHING * FURNITURE

publication for ads.

per ad; Pets For Sale
only $10 for six consecu-
tive weeks. Up to 25
words per ad; Free of
Charge: Lost & Found,
Giveaways, and ltems
Under $100 (Private
Parties Only).15-word
limit; Commercial
Classified Rates: $25 for
Businesses, 15 words or
less for six weeks. Ads
exceeding word limit add
$10 per additional 15
words. The number in
parentheses represents
the number of times the
ad has appeared. Call us
at 256-332-0255 to
place, cancel or renew
your ad. Payment is
required in advance of

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Part-Time Work Available.

Spring Yard Cleanup at Cedar
Ridge Campground. $10/hour.

Call for Appointment at 256-331-
5843 or apply in person at
Cedar Ridge Campground.

1T

ALASCAN

Rhett Bradford, Agent

201 Washington Avenue NW

Russellville, AL 35653
Bus: 256-332-0540
www.insuredbyrhett.com
Monday-Friday 8:30-5:00
After Hours & Saturdays
By Appeintment

o StateFarm'

1606040

Exchange student! Enjoy
another culture from the
comfort of your own

ads

home. Make a difference
in your community.
Change a student’s life!
1-678-745-8081.

SPONSOR AN

A good
neighbor
has your

back.

Life's a combination of good
days and bad. | have your
back for both. And who has
my back? The company more
people have trusted for

90 years. CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

Position — Meter Reader/Maintenance Helper

Must have current Alabama Driver’s License

Must be able to pass drug test
Must be able to pass Grade | Water Operator Certification
High school diploma or equivalent
Apply at Water Works and Sewer Board Office: 215 McClung St
Phil Campbell AL

FOR SALE

Bass Tracker Pro 16 Bass Boat For Sale. 40 hp motor.
Tracker Trail Star Trailer. Trolling motor w/ foot control.
Fish finder. Asking $3,200. Call 256-460-5123.

Russell de Villa Apartments in Russellville has
openings for 1BR & 2BR apartments. Rent

Applications will be accepted until 4/26/2021

PUBLIC
AUCTION

Town Hill Mini Storage, 14254

Hwy. 43, Russellville, AL 35653.

Phone: (256)-332-9928.

Notice is hereby given that on
May 1 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

units will be sold by sealed bid.

Will Townsend ( 111
Julio Zepeda (156)
Shawn Jones (5)
Keith Lane (121)
Danny Winstead (114)

Suzanne Bolton (82)

based on income.

Background screening includes criminal, partial
credit and past landlord.
Applications are take M,W,F from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Call 256-332-7873.

Jodi Ergle (73)

Tenant may satisfy their indebt-
edness prior to the time of sale.
Will be able to inspect units and
bid on this date. All units have

miscellaneous items, furniture
and boxes. Malea Smelser (18)

Bobbie West (17, 119)

Angela Kirkpatrick (81, 144)

Brittney Williams (70)

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY




Bobcats score 33
runs in two games
to win county title

Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

RED BAY - Coming into the 2021 high school
baseball season, it was assumed that the pitching
staff for the Phil Campbell Bobcats baseball team
would be the crown jewel for head coach
Jonathan Raper and his staff. And while the pitch-
ing staff certainly hasn’t been too shabby (sporting
a 3.23 ERA coming into this week along with 12
shutouts for the staff), it's the offense that has gar-
nered a large amount of attention as of recently.

That offense was on full display over the week-
end as the Bobcats rolled over Belgreen (by a 17-
1 final) and Tharptown (by a 16-0 final) to take
home the Franklin County championship.

In eight of their last nine games, the Bobcats
have reached double digit run totals, good for an
average of 11.8 runs per game, just north of their
11.4 runs per game for the season.

While the offensive output might catch the casu-
al fan off guard, it's certainly not surprising to
Raper.

“Coming into this season we expected to hit the
ball pretty well because we have a lot of older kids
that we’'ve had in this program for a few years.
And of course you never know what is going to
happen from one year to the next but overall we
expected to be a good offensive team,” Raper
said. “We’ve got six seniors on this team, a junior
and two sophomores in our lineup and when you
have those older guys you kinda know what you're
going to get out of them.”

While the offense has certainly been dynamic for
the Bobcats, the aforementioned pitching staff has
certainly lived up to the hype. Junior righthander
Mason Swinney, who has been clocked hitting the
low-90’s with his fastball, carries a 2.07 ERA
across 39.2 innings pitched on the season while
Ridge Raper (a Wallace State commit) has
improved his varsity career ERA to 1.68 ERA after
notching his 10th career complete game in the
Bobcats’ 10-2 win over Danville recently.

“Mason and Ridge have been great this year for
us and they’ve constantly found a way to battle
through things and | think they have just about
found a way to finish everything that they start,”
Raper said. “We've got the luxury of saying ‘if
you’re not filling it up this day, we’ve got a ton of
other arms we can go to’. But Mason and Ridge
are both great kids that have worked hard to get to
this point and they’'ve earned it.”

And as if facing Swinney and Raper wasn’t
enough of a threat to give you nightmares if you're
an opposing coach, the rest of the arms for the
Bobcats are just as capable of dominating on any
given night.

Senior righty Luke Barnwell carries a 10-2 record
along with a 1.48 ERA across 80.2 innings pitched
for his varsity career and fellow arms in Austen

See ‘BOBCATS,’ page 14

PAID Franklin Free Press
113 Washington Ave. NW
Russellville,AL 35653
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Bringing home a title

After being swept in a tournament on spring break, the Belgreen Lady Bulldogs needed something to get them

back on track. Now with a county title in hand after their 5-2 win over Red Bay along with meaningful devel-

opments from their ace and a great strength of schedule on their side, the Lady Bulldogs are looking to go on a
run with the playoffs right down the road.

Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

RED BAY - As the Belgreen Lady Bulldogs
cruised to a Franklin County Championship on
Saturday, head coach Susie Tverberg began to
see the beginning of the culmination of the hard
work and tough schedule that her squad has been
up against.

Coming off of a first round win over Vina by a
final of 12-0, the Lady Bulldogs found themselves
matched up against Tharptown for a chance to
play in the county title game. In what was a low-
scoring affair, Belgreen came out on top by a final
of 2-1 in a pitchers duel between Emma Dempsey
and Taylor Cameron.

For Tverberg, winning over a Tharptown squad
(where she led the Wildcat program for an extend-
ed period of time) that had been trending in the
right direction en route to her fifth county champi-
onship as a head coach was something to hang
her hat on.

COURTESY PHOTO
The Lady Bulldogs won the county title after beating Vina 12-0, Tharptown 2-1 and winning game
two against Red Bay 5-2.

“I was pleased with the way our girls played in
the tournament. We jumped out against Vina and
then we played Tharptown and we were going at
it against them. We couldn’t hit Taylor and they
couldn’t hit Emma. All three of the runs scored in
that game came off of walks or a hit by pitch,”
Tverberg said. “Coach Whitfield has those girls at
Tharptown on the right track and they were play-
ing very well and so | was glad we were able to get
the win over them.”

With the tournament being double-elimination,
and Red Bay already losing earlier in the tourna-
ment, the Lady Bulldogs needed just one more
victory to take home the title. And after dropping
the first game to the Lady Tigers by a 2-1 final, a
lightning delay forced the Lady Bulldogs to post-
pone their championship game against Red Bay
midgame to the next day.

The delay to the next day certainly didn’t have
any sort of negative effect on Dempsey and the
rest of the Lady Bulldogs as they were able to bat-

See ‘TITLE,” page 13

Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other creative
submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com. For updates on news
and sports throughout the week, visit www.franklinfreepress.net!



JORB FAIR
To be held at
Muscle Shoals Church of God,
1700 Firestone Ave
Muscle Shoals, Alabama 35661
Tuesday, April 13th, 2021
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
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pilgrimsy’

JOR ALK
To be held at
Wilson Park, 223 E, Tuscaloosa St.
Florence, Alabama 35630
Wednesday, April 14th, 2021
9a.m.-2p.m.
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tle back from an early 2-0 deficit after the Lady Tigers plated two runs in the
bottom of the first inning. Madison Vandiver and Noelle Willingham both
knocked in a run in the top half of the second inning to tie things up as
Vandiver would repeat her heroics in the very next inning, knocking in two
more runs to give the Lady Bulldogs a 4-2 lead in the top of the third.

Belgreen would get an insurance run after a runner scored on an error and
Dempsey would shut down the Lady Tigers offense the rest of the way,
securing the county title.

Dempsey, who got off to a slow start on the season with her velocity down
from a season ago, has been ramping up at the perfect time for Belgreen and
in the Franklin County tournament showed just why she is a college commit
on the diamond. “At the beginning of the season she struggled. She played
basketball and her velocity and spin just wasn’t fully there. | think in our first
game against Addison she allowed two home runs in the first inning and she
was kind of taken back by it,” Tverberg said. “But she was able to reel her-
self in, regain her focus and buckle down and she has progressed and got-
ten better and better as the season has gone on.”

The biggest key in Dempsey’s development from her junior to senior cam-
paigns, according to Tverberg, has been learning how to be a better pitcher
with working counts instead of looking to strike every batter out.

And it is because of that development that Dempsey has begun to see an
improvement in multiple aspects of her game in the circle.

“‘Emma has been hittable this season because she’s not coming in trying to
strike everyone out but we've been working on her development because
once she gets to that next level of play or deep into the playoffs, you’re not
going to blow the ball by everybody you face,” Tverberg said. “When you've
got disciplined hitters that are trained to hit the fastball, that fastball is prob-
ably going to be the last thing you throw in college. So you have to make a
lot of pitches and go after hitters’ weaknesses and Emma knows she has to
get better and she has progressed extremely well and we’re pleased with her
developments this year.”

After playing in a tournament over spring break the last week of March in
which the Lady Bulldogs went 0-5 against teams in classes 3A or higher,
Belgreen found their stride just one week later and rode their newfound
momentum to a county title.

Wood-Thompson Insurance

130 N Jackson Ave. Russellville
256-332-1381
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

Auto-Owners

INSURANCE

LIFE - HOME + CAR « BUSINESS

And while their 12-13 record might not turn any heads on face value,
Tverberg isn’t concerned. In fact, with the quality of opponents that the Lady
Bulldogs have lost to combined with the fact that her squad routinely takes
care of business when it comes to teams within their own classification, their
recent string of success has Tverberg optimistic with the area tournament
and playoffs right around the corner.

“My biggest fear was playing those bigger schools, getting beat and that
kind of draining their spirits out of them to make them feel like they weren't
good enough. But the coaches, parents and everyone else did a good job in
keeping up their spirits and encouraging our girls,” Tverberg said. “It was
tough competition but | honestly don’t know that there’s another team in 1A
that will be better than we faced that week. Those teams were great and we
just made sure to keep our girls heads up and not worry about those losses
because they made us better in the long run.”

43 WﬂSlI NSpin 31 vincentDr,
Just off Hwy 43
across from
Russellville
Fire Department

days a week
6:00 a.m. -

Bowling Family Medical Clinic

Bowling Famlly Medlcal clmlc

* We are a primary care and
walk-in clinic
* We accept all insurance,
including Medicaid
* Convenient location at
1369-A, Hwy 43 in Littleville

Se Habla Espaiiol!

Mon. - Thurs, 8 - 6

256-333-4112 FxyreRpy N
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Baker (who is 3-0 this season including a complete game in the county title
game), Bryant Hyde (who closed out the win over Belgreen while striking out
two in a scoreless inning) and Brett Saint who is coming off an injury give the
Bobcats one of the more impressive amounts of pitching depth in north
Alabama.

The only problem is, with the way the Bobcats are dominating on the offen-
sive side of things and winning most games by the fifth inning, it can be tough

BIGBEE

BIGBEE STEEL BUILDINGS, INC.

Muscle Shoals, Alabama

. i to make sure everyone is able to get innings on the mound.
Blgbee offers competltlve wages fOI" Not a bad problem to have if you’re Raper and the Bobcats.
Welders, Machine Operators and General “We felt good this year because we knew we were going to have several
’ arms we can go to whenever we need to. We lost (Brett) Saint for the biggest
Manufacturing Positions part of the year with injury and he’s working back into form and we feel real-

ly good about the arms we’ve got,” Raper said. “This is one of those years

where we needed to play 60 games because we’ve got so many guys that

. . can pitch for us. We’ve got a lot of younger guys that throw pretty well for us

Benefits Include: BCBS Medical and Dental, but we just can’t get them into games because we don’t have enough innings
and games to go around and get them some work in.”

ViSiOI’I, Vacation, Holidays, 401K, Day Shift With the Bobcats clinching another county title and an area title in the same
. . week (including their eighth-straight postseason berth), don’t think for a sec-
Incentive and Opportunity for ond that this season has been taken for granted by both Raper and his
squad.
Advancement! Going into last season, the Bobcats had a good reason to believe they were

well-suited to make a play for the state title. After all, they had lost in the 3A
state semifinals just a year prior and had a large chunk of that same core

H . . . returning. But after the 2020 season was cut short due to COVID-19, the
Join the B|gbee Team by applylng online at Bobcats were forced to put their title hopes on hold for another season.
WWW bigbee com orin person at Now, with the 2021 regular season nearing a close in the coming weeks,
- - fche_ Bobcats are making sure to not waste a single pitch and appreciate every
2705 Avalon Ave inning.
Muscle Shoals, AL 35661 See 'BOBCATS,’ page 15

Send your letters to the editor, guest columns, cartoon panels
and other creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

. A&J Automotive
| __v_. 2301 Hwy. 43 South
==\ Next to K&R Gas Mart

Hydraulic Hoses

Welding & Mobile Welding.
Air Brake Lines, A/C Hoses.

g7/ 7:00-5:00 * Callouts available
256-324-7741

In the Beginning: TTh
A Life Transitioning REzZLD 22,
Through Two Careers ALies Tapwsrrionre Tunoven

Two CAREERS

Bigbee is an Equal Opportumty Employer

-l‘ = 3

o™

Where €Verybody
Rnows Jour Name...¢*#

FREE Local Delivery
FREE Curbside Assistance

Russellville native Gerald
Borden tells his story of a life
of achievements mixed with
its share of tragedy.
With a foreword from
Russellville attorney
Danny McDowell

Mail Order Delivery*

Preview and Order at coldwaterpublishers.com
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“We felt like we had a really good team and a really good chance to do
something special last year and we had that chance taken from us. And |
really think our guys have taken this year and enjoyed it more than they nor-
mally would have and are thankful for every chance they get to play,” Raper
said. “Everything can be gone in a day and they finally realized that. We talk
about it all the time how everyone’s career has an hourglass and everyone’s
time runs out at a different time and when it's over it's over, and no one
expected it to end when it did last year. That's why when our guys are out
here they give it 110 percent and take every play to heart because it can be
over in the blink of an eye.”

COURTESY PHOTO
Phil Campbell (23-4) beat Belgreen 17-1 before routing Tharptown 16-0
to capture the Franklin County title.

Don’t forget to visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

“From remote
learning to
continuing
education, it’s all
available online.
Our students
need and
deserve the
same educational
opportunities
presented to
students in larger
cities. More than
60% of our
students have no reliable broadband
available at home. With reliable, last-mile
fiber-optic broadband for all, Franklin
County students will be better prepared
for their futures. Many colleges and
universities now offer online educational
programs that allow rural students living
hours away from the nearest campus to
continue their educations.”

Greg Hamilton,
Superintendent,
Franklin County Schools

Jenna Whitfield
Junior, Shortstop
Russellville

Across six games last week, one could |
make the case that Whitfield was the
hottest hitter around. Going 14-26,
good for a .538 average, Whitfield man-
aged to knock in ten runs with a
walkoff grand slam to seal a win over
Red Bay. Whitfield, a junior shortstop
for the Lady Golden Tiers, also scored
nine runs while addlng three doubles L.
and two triples to her impressive tear
on the week as well.

17 MWJ

BROADBAND
MEANS:
EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES!

Reliable, affordable last-mile, fiber-optic broadband
will move Franklin County forward by creating new
opportunities for residents in many different ways.
Call your elected officials and tell them you want
reliable, affordable last-mile fiber-optic broadband.

U.S. Sen. Tommy Tuberville (202) 224-4124
U.S. Sen. Richard Shelby (202) 224-5744
U.S. Rep. Robert Aderholt (256) 381-3450
Rep. Jamie Kiel (334) 261-0521

Rep. Proncey Robertson (334) 261-0454
Sen. Larry Stutts (334) 261-0862

Pd. Pol. by Grant Funding provided to the Franklin County Water Service Authority



BUSINESS DIRECT RY

Advertise with us! Call 256.668.2708 or 256.332.0255

MOWING

- A“. Fre
Ny Esnmates

© MOWING « TRIMM NG censed

MULCHING ¢ CLEANING LEAVING
HEDGING & SHRUBS ¢+ EDGING

PEST CONTROL

PREDATOR

“The Insect Predator”
Eddie Deaton
(256) 627-1996

50 Years Combined Experience

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405

(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055

A 1
Franklin County District Attor: nev
) 256 332 8870 256 710 4713

MASSAGE

REWARD YOURSELF OR
SOMEONE YOU.
LOVE

\

256-332-1561
73 Flippen St

Russellville ‘

Housing Authority
Incorporated

Personcl Touch Fitness

Personal Training; & Rehab;

= e i

7
7AN

256-668-2844,

Weight Training - Abdominal Routine
Cardio and Flexibility Exercises
Nutritional Counseling

Rlckgyfs mith

Fitness Specialist

PETS

Daycare, Boarding & Grooming
@G@b 1140 Ronnie McDowell Ave Sg3

Behind Pizza Hut

| 5 0 %<3 256398-8112 Ity

9

franklinfreepress.net
LAN DSCAPING

v

MAILBOX ¢ SMARTPHONE » TABLET * COMPUTER * RA!

;

Sunday: 11:00 - 12:00
4 Adult Sunday School: 10:00 - 11:00

Everyone is invited to join us for
this special time of worship.

PUBLIC SERVICE
BUCKLE UP! It Could Save Your Life}

franklinsheriff.org

(256) 332-8811

SWAP SHOP

Call 24/7 to post items you have for sale,

trade, or want to buy. Also, you may
listen to items that have been called

in. There is NO CHARGE for

470 advertising your
e noncommercial items.
0’ Dial-A-Deal comes on
at 12:00 noon Monday

3 thru Friday on WFMH 95.5 FM.

"The Dial-A-Deal phone number

is really nifty; just remember
256-331-51 50."

\q.
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