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It’s  FREE!
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Allison Renn is back on the 
cover again.  This time with a 
nice snapper caught last year 
during season.
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Order Online or Dine In!

877 South Babcock Street, Melbourne
(321) 725-7409  •  HOOTERS.COM
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Get A 
Grip!

Billy Antonelli 
with his personal 
best yellowfin 
tuna weighing 91 
pounds caught on 
the other side out 
of Sebastian.

FISHING GEAR - LOWEST PRICES!
Penn • Shimano • Okuma • Diawa • Quantum • And More • New and Used Gear • Buy and Sell!

Located at Renniger’s 
Flea & Farmers Market

Row K - Last Entrance South
Booth #KS08

(321) 327-2396
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Big Bragger is a monthly publication serving the Space Coast in Brevard County, Florida. Residents are encouraged to email 
their great fishing pictures to andykraus@live.com to be considered for publication. BIG Bragger/Andrew Kraus LLC not 

responsible for typographical errors or omissions. Reproduction of any materials in this publication without written 
approval from the publisher is prohibited.
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BY ANDY KRAUS,
PUBLISHER

I’ve been fishing offshore for over 20 years 
and had never encountered a marlin.
Every once in a while, I’d hear on the radio 
that someone hooked one and think, “Yeah 
right.”

Well, last year while fishing offshore out of 
Sebastian, I had a go with a blue marlin.

After running around in the morning looking 
for fishy water, we put lines in on a pencil-
thin weedline running east and west in 
about 425 feet of water. The first hit was an 
undersized mahi that tangled some lines 
and created more havoc than it was worth. 
After getting the lines untangled and 
redeployed, I noticed birds diving behind 
us. They were about 200 yards off the weed-
line so we u-turned and headed to intercept 
them.

I had a great feeling and remember telling 
the crew, “Bring your A-game!”

Just before entering the strike zone (before 
we got real close to the birds), the shotgun 

rod bends in half and starts screaming like 
we’ve never heard before. Immediately, I’m 
thinking it’s a big wahoo. As I turn around 
and grab the rod, I see a huge splash. So 
now I’m thinking - big dolphin. Then, in what 
seemed like slow motion, a bill comes out 
of the water so I call out, “Sailfish!” Nope.

As it’s massive head clears the water, we all 
get a look at it. Then my dad says, “That’s a 
marlin!” And a big one too - likely in the 400-
450lb range.
 
At this point, the fish realized it was hooked 
and made another big run. Not to say it 
would be impossible, but we hooked him on 
a TLD 25 and it would take some luck to land 
this fish. Ideally we would clear all the lines 
and get to the bow to chase him down. But 
before we could even begin that process, he 
jumped and broke the line, then proceeded 
to jump another seven times trying to shake 
the pink/white Ilander from his mouth. I 
continued to reel like crazy hoping the fish 
had just put a lot of slack in the line but he 
was gone. It was an awesome experience 

that left us thinking, “Did that really just 
happen?” The whole fight lasted no more 
than 30 seconds, but it was an awesome 
experience! We worked the area for a while 
but the birds flew off and we didn’t catch 
anything else there.

If you fish long enough, you’re bound to 
have stories like this. It could be that you’re 
under-geared like in my case. It could be 
bad line, bent hooks, pulled hooks, broken 
knots, tangles, structure break offs - the list 
goes on. Sometimes you don’t even get to 
see the fish but you know it’s BIG! It’s the 
painful part of fishing and it’s one of the 
many reasons that keeps us coming back. 

It only took a few days after that trip for me 
to purchase a bigger rod/reel combo for the 
shotgun. Not that a marlin always hits that 
rod in the spread, but if it did, at least we’d 
have a better chance. In all the times we’ve 
been out since, I’m still looking for that 
marlin. 

My marlin. The one that got away. 

The Big One 
That Got Away
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609 
POUNDS!

Falcon Boats of Titusville built a custom Ice Blue Falcon 22’ 
Offshore Edition for Evan Dickinson who transported the boat to 
Puerto Rico after retiring from the U.S. military and making his 
home there.  Last month, Evan caught this 609-pound swordfish 
after a four hour epic battle in which the fish dove to over 2,900 
feet. Evan was able to secure the sword portside and tow it back 
to the harbor in his new 22’ Falcon.

It sounds like the 22’ Falcon lived up to all of Evan’s expectations 
and continues to perform well. 

For more information about the 22’ Falcon, go to falconboatsusa.com

Evan Dickinson 
celebrates his 
swordfish catch 
in Puerto Rico 
where he is now 
retired and fishes 
frequently.

For more information about the catch,
go to subscribepage.com/x2w6w9
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Chris Delaney with a 36-lb dolphin and Chris Pashos caught his first 
wahoo fishing on Nacho’s boat,  The Crankie Frankie, out of the Port.

Crankie Frankie Scores!

990 E Melbourne Ave
Melbourne

Bait, Tackle, Rentals & Family Fun!
Rigg’s Outpost in downtown Melbourne is a fast-growing local bait and tackle shop. 
We offer bait, tackle, rentals, tours and snacks! We’re a one-stop shop for all your needs. 
Swing by today with family and friends and get everything you need for a great day!

(321) 676-8030  
RiggsOutpost.com
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Evan McNamara and his gang caught this sailfish on a recent charter out of Port Canaveral.

Crankie Frankie Scores!

STANDING  
PROUD!

Fisher 
Freeman 
Flounder

(Say that ten times in a row 
with crackers in your mouth)!
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Central Florida dealer Deland Kia will make your first year’s 
payments on a new Kia. That’s no payments until 2022. 

And you can buy with zero down! 
 CALL THE HOTLINE NOW AT (877) 734-7800!

Car Dealer Will Make 
Your First 12 Payments!
ATTENTION: 

PAYMENT RELIEF PROGRAM

WE’RE NOT 
DELAYING 

YOUR 
PAYMENTS... 

WE ARE 
MAKING 

THEM FOR 12 
MONTHS!

100s 
OF NEW CARS
AVAILABLE 

12
PAYMENTS 

MADE BY DEALER

Dealer may present offer in the form of one year’s payments at $359 per month with a one-time cash back offer to customer at loan closing. Example based on New 2020 Kia Forte GT, stock #233122. Offers plus tax, tag & $899 dealer fee. 
Selling price $21,728/discount $3,949. Excludes Telluride, K900 & Stinger. Offers with approved credit. See dealer for details. Dealer retains all rebates & incentives from Kia Motors America/Rebate $1,750. Offer subject to change without notice. Expires 5/31/21.

John Davis
GM and Program Director

2322 S Woodland Blvd • DelandKia.com

“Deland Kia will make your first 
twelve payments on a new KIA. 
We are not delaying your payments, 
we are making them for a full year. 
The PAYMENT RELIEF PROGRAM is 
something that you should seriously 
consider during these uncertain 
economic times.”
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Congrats to Bob and Donna!
Bob Anderson of Satellite has been fishing in Brevard County for almost 50 years.

Under the Pineda for red and drum. The Patrick Survival Area for trout, snook and 
reds. Ponds and lakes for monster bass…You name it, water has always called Bob 
for a cast or two.

Last month, Bob got married to Donna Farina, another long-time Satellite Beach 
resident. (No stranger to Brevard’s waterways since her family owned the Old Fisher-
man’s Wharf in Cocoa Beach along the Banana River).

Like a smart newlywed, Bob took Donna fishing only one week after getting married 
and Donna showed Bob she is 100% fit for the challenge of keeping up with his num-
ber one hobby. 

Since they started dating, the two have been fishing from the surf and kayaks in the 
canals. This time it was the surf and Donna was in for a fight.

As you can see from this photo, Donna proudly holds a monster 38” snook caught at 
where locals call Magellan Beach (Small park on the Southside of Satellite Beach.)

The snook hit a live shrimp just past high tide around noon. Bob first thought it was a 
shark because of the amount of line it started to take. 

Although the Anderson’s were rigged with light tackle, Donna managed to finally 
beach the snook. Bob said it took almost five minutes to retrieve and release the fish 
as it was exhausted.

What a great memory to the start a new marriage.

Hooked
For Life!

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Anderson
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In and Outdoor Storage • Certified Repairs • Fuel and Marine Shop • Boat Sales

Captain B.F. Robertson 
of Melbourne caught 
this snook in 75’ of 
water just south of 
Sebastian Inlet.

Stars 
And 
Stripes 
Forever!
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Curt Woodruff and his 
daughter Erin holding a 
pair of snook that they 
caught with mullet on 
the Banana River!

Family
Time!

EASY
FINANCING!

PONTOON • DECK • BAY • FLATS • OFFSHORE
(888)-278-1991

LOCATED IN
MELBOURNE

The #1 
HONDA 

REPOWER 
CENTER! TopNotchMarine.com

We Purchase Late Model Boats with
Outboard Motors!

Ft. Pierce (888) 278-1991 Melbourne

WE BUY BOATS
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Myles Deloche caught 
this 24-inch flounder 
off the pier with a 
6-inch live mullet.

BIG
SMILE!

If you can’t find it here, 
we both have problems! 1315 West New Haven • Melbourne

321-723-5425

Trailer orders
and repair experts!
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Ron Levi Rockin’ The Red!

Patrick Scott lights 
up the night sky with 
this beautiful snook!

All Phases of Marine Construction

321-253-DOCK (3625)
LIC# 009550649

A Division of Reese Enterprises Inc.

WE ARE YOUR BREVARD COUNTY DOCK BUILDERS, DOCK REPAIR AND SEAWALL BUILDERS SINCE 1976!Dream
Docks
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Whats up guys? Tarzan 
here. There has been a lot 
a fish around inshore, off-
shore, and on the beach! 
I have had a lot of luck 
using a white fishbites 
paddle tail with a red 
1/8oz jig head for snook. 
Livebait, like mullet or 
shrimp have been working 
well too! The snook have 
been on the flats, around 
the docks and hugged up 
to the mangroves. 

The trout have been in 
the deeper water around 
5 to 10 feet and some on 
the flats. I’ve been fishing 
canals for trout lately and 
it’s paid off. 

The offshore fishing has 
been great too! I’ve caught 
lots of mahi trolling in 250 
to 300 feet of water. Make 
sure you find a weedline 
and you’ll be on them. 
Naked ballyhoos have 
been the key bait for me. 

Last but not least, we 
have the beach! There 
have been a ton of whit-
ing and some pompano. 
The pomps are definitely 
running north to get in the 
colder water. There are 
also mackerel and lady 
fish! The sharks are push-
ing them into the trough. 
Make sure you reel your 
fish in fast before the 
sharks get to it. If you 
want to catch sharks, now 
is the time to go! Be on the 
lookout for glass min-
nows! Tarpon and snook 
will be thick off the beach 
soon! 

WELCOME TO 
THE JUNGLE

A full-service
outfitter for

inshore, 
offshore and 

fly fishing.
1231 East New Haven Ave 

Melbourne
321-723-4751

This 11-year-old 
keeps producing 
amazing results 
along the East Coast!

By Tarzan MillerTarzan!
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Jax Dove holds one 
of several snook he 
caught last month. 

Open
Wide!

Hatts has been family-owned 
and operated in Brevard county 
for over 66 years. Whether you 
are new to the underwater world 
or you have been a veteran for 
years we are your one-stop shop 
for all your diving, snorkeling 
and spearfishing needs. We have 
the largest selection on the Space 
Coast of diving & spearfishing 
accessories.

2006 Front St. • Melbourne
HattsDiving.com321-723-5932
If it has to do with diving... Hatt’s is the place since 1954.
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FSFA Officer Debby Bogle 
with a nice-sized dolphin 
at the Port!

Cassie and her niece Allison Delaney show off their yellowedge grouper 
and tilefish in front of the Head Hunter!
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Port Canaveral

Melbourne
Orlando

GrillsSeafood.com

It All Happens 
At SUNRISE!

505 Glen Cheek Drive 
Cape Canaveral
SunriseMarina.com
321-783-9535
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SEAWALL
AND DOCK 

CONSTRUCTION

321-802-8300
LIC# CGC1526997

5585 Schenck Ave.
Rockledge

Self-imposed Florida Man, 
William Hinds, nails a nice red.

Say
Hello
To
Florida
Man!
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Junior 
Angler Of 
The Year!

Alex Krenn, 15 years old, from Merritt Island, has been 
fishing Brevard County waters for most of his life and has 
racked up some pretty impressive credentials so far, on 
and off the water.

Alex was the Junior Angler of The Year for the Florida 
Sports Fishing Association (FSFA) last season. He also 
is a two-time award winner of the 5K CCA Florida STAR 
tournament.

Off the water, Alex won the Linda Goode for Outstanding 
Marine Stewardship Award from Anglers for Conserva-
tion for his involvement in youth fishing education. He 
also won his science fair for measuring the salinity and 
pH differences between the inlets in Brevard County.

Alex enjoys fishing with his father, Mike who are both 
well known for their experience along the intracoastal
waterways.

Alex Krenn
Impresses FSFA

James Roemer

Contact James Roemer for all of your 
residential and commercial needs!

321-292-1172
RoemerRealEstate@gmail.com

“Done Deal!”
LIC # 3342108
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Around the Waterways!

Dave Williams with a pompano caught on a sandflea in Melbourne Beach.Zachary caught this largemouth bass on a residential pond in Cocoa.

Ryder Koos with his first bass ever caught on an artificial shrimp. John Pope and his daughter, Rowan, with a 23-inch, 7-pound bass she caught.

Rowan and Dad!Ryder!

Dave!Zachary!

Junior 
Angler Of 
The Year!
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Hanging 
Around
The Keys!

Will Batten 
with his recent 
swordfish catch 
out of Bud N’ 
Mary’s Marina 
in Islamorada.

Vendor Space Available! Email Karen Eidman at 
keidman@beach985.com
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PRESENTED BY

FREE ADMISSION
Gift Packs For The 
First 100 Guests!

Vendor Space Available! Email Karen Eidman at 
keidman@beach985.com

For more information, visit:
www. BEACH985.com

Doors/Windows •  Roofing • Interior/Exterior • Pools/Spas • Patio • Landscaping • Garage
Shutters • Gutters • Hardscaping • Restoration • Hurricane Prep • Pest Control • HVAC • Real Estate

Saturday June 5th • 11am - 4pm  Melbourne Square Mall

2021 HURRICANE EXPO
AND HOME SHOW!
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Coleman Wehrly holds 
the biggest mahi of 
the day during a trip 
out of Sebastian to the 
other side that ended 
up yielding 22 gaffers!

Solid
Day!
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Solid
Day!
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GUARANTEED
$14,000

GENERAL AWARDS

GUARANTEED
$5,000

BIG FISH

GUARANTEED
$3,000

GENERAL SLAM

$22,000

JUNE 4TH - 5TH, 2021

Team misTress

GUARANTEED  
PAYOUT

Harris Miller  
& Bernhardt PA

CAPT K

CAPTAIN 
 GEORGE

3RD TIER MAKE 
SMALLER

REGISTER NOW AT 
OFFSHORESLAM.COM
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Like us on Facebook! Open camera. Scan code. 
Tap link.

Don Robinson with a nice 
tuna caught on the other 
side out of Port Canaveral 
about 95 miles!

The conditions were 
rough until late afternoon. 
The trip ended well for the 
crew including Josh Over-
ton, Don Robinson, Rich 
Brosseau, Jeff Bragg, John 
Werling and Kevin Decker 
aboard Southern Cross.

BELOW: Josh Overton and 
Jeff Bragg with a pair of 
nice bull dolphin!

Far 
Out!

Featured 
Species of 
the Month

The cobia (Rachycentron 
canadum) is a species of ca-
rangiform marine fish, the only 
representative of the genus 
Rachycentron and the family 
Rachycentridae. Other common 
names include black kingfish, 
black salmon, ling, lemonfish, 
crabeater, prodigal son and 
black bonito.

The cobia is normally solitary 
except for annual spawning 
aggregations, and it sometimes 
congregates at reefs, wrecks, 
harbours, buoys, and other 
structural oases. It is pelagic, 
but it may enter estuaries and 
mangroves in search of prey.

It is found in warm-temperate 
to tropical waters of the 
West and East Atlantic Ocean, 
throughout the Caribbean, 
and in the Indian Ocean off the 
coast of India, Australia, and off 
the Pacific coast of Japan. 

The cobia feeds primarily on 
crabs, squid, and fish. It follows 
larger animals such as sharks, 
turtles, and manta rays to scav-
enge. It is a very curious fish, 
showing little fear of boats.

The cobia is a pelagic spawner, 
releasing many tiny, buoyant 
eggs into the water, where they 
become part of the plankton. 
The eggs float freely with the 
currents until hatching. The 
larvae are also planktonic, 
being more or less helpless 
during their first week until the 
eyes and mouths develop. The 
male matures at two years and 
the female at three years. Both 
sexes lead moderately long 
lives of 15 years or more. Breed-
ing activity takes place diur-
nally from April to September in 
large offshore congregations, 
where the female is capable of 
spawning up to 30 times during 
the season.

The cobia makes seasonal 
migrations. It winters in the 
Gulf of Mexico, then moves 
north as far as Massachusetts 
for the summer, passing Florida 
around March.

Courtesy Wikipedia

COBIA
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HALF PAGE PHOTO

Mark Wilson, FSFA Grand Master, with two large (130lb & 160lb) tuna 
landed off Venice, LA last month.

You can tune a piano...

But you can’t TUNA fish!
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CCA Florida STAR presented by Yamaha, 
boasts amazing prizes, is the largest 
family-friendly saltwater fishing compe-
tition in Florida and begins May 29.

A unique combination of conservation, 
data collection and education, plus 
prizes and scholarships valued at over 
$500,000, makes CCA Florida STAR the 
state’s not-to-miss-summer-long fishing 
competition. No other fishing tourna-
ment in Florida has the ability to engage 
participants of all ages and experience 
levels, and even non-anglers can win, 
just by collecting trash and debris.

CCA Florida STAR launched in 2015, with 
a focus on technology and conservation. 
STAR uses the social media-based event 
to educate the public on the importance 
of protecting Florida’s marine resources.  

Recognized as a ‘catch, photo and re-
lease’ competition, STAR’s smart phone 
app eliminates the requirement for an-
glers to harvest or capture and transport 
fish and constantly promotes the proper 
handling of all species in the competi-
tion. To date, STAR has awarded over one 
million dollars in prizes, with $500,000 
allocated to college scholarships, and 
non-angling participants have gathered 
more than 4,000 five-gallon buckets of 
garbage.

For 2021, the more than 100-day, fam-
ily friendly angling competition offers 
$500,000 in prizes in 17 divisions includ-
ing tagged, non-tagged, inshore and 
offshore species. For a fee of only $75 
(includes a one year membership in 
CCA) or $40 for current CCA members, 
anglers have their shot at prizes from 
brand new boat, motor and trailer pack-
ages, cash, marine electronics, Yamaha 
motors, tackle, scholarships and much 
more. STAR is Free for youth (ages 6-17) 
who become a CCA New Tide member for 
just $10.

Most divisions have six (6) winning 
places and are determined by a random 

drawing of all photo entries of fish on 
the official West Marine STAR measur-
ing device, it is not the biggest fish that 
wins, a format that encourages partici-
pants of all ages to protect and conserve 
Florida’s fisheries for future genera-
tions.

With so many ways to win amazing 
prizes and help protect our marine 
resources, now is the time to get regis-
tered and make fishing in Florida more 
rewarding this summer.

For more information on STAR, become a 
member and register, call 844-387-7827 
or visit our Facebook page and ccaflstar.
com.

*Reprinted courtesy of CCA Florida STAR.

CCA Florida STAR Tournament Set for May 29th
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Everything 
you need 
on and off 
the water!

2771 West New Haven Avenue • Melbourne 321-956-1160
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451 North Nova Road
DaytonaToyota.com

(844) 242-3745
FOR TOYOTA TUNDRA DEALS

STATE-WIDE HOTLINE

“Bro, We’re Gonna Need A 
Tundra To Get This Home!”
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