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John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

A rally at Sen. Richard Shelby’s
Huntsville office asking the retiring
senator to support a pathway to citi-
zenship for 11 million immigrants
was held Friday afternoon. But nei-
ther Shelby, nor any of his staff, was
there to hear the message.

The event was co-sponsored by
the Alabama Coalition for Immigrant
Justice (ACIJ) and the North
Alabama Chapter of the NAACP
(National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People),
and featured several Franklin County
residents on the agenda.

Organizers of the event said they
repeatedly contacted Shelby’s office
to make an appointment with him,
but they never received a response.
Shelby’s Huntsville office, located in
the Huntsville Airport, was closed
Friday afternoon when the rally took
place.

Russellville resident Rev. Charles
Dale prayed asking God for “hope
that Senator Shelby’s heart moves
for all Alabamians and he acts on his
values and supports immigrants,”
according to the event agenda.

Dale was irked that no one from
Shelby’s office attended the event.

“It’s a crying shame that the taxpay-

Submitted to the FFP

For the first time since the list was
instated, Russellville High School
has made the U.S. News & World
Report’s list of the Top 25 High
Schools in Alabama.   

Coming in at #21 on the list, RHS
broke into the Top 25 with an
Alabama Education Report Card
grade of 90/A, which is a feat unto
itself considering the state report
card doesn’t take into account the
high percentage of English
Language Learners (students whose
first language is not English) at RCS
and the 63% of students on free and
reduced lunch status, two factors
that can typically affect a school’s
performance on state testing and

college readiness capabilities.  
RCS Superintendent Dr. Heath

Grimes said he was excited to see
RHS receiving this much-deserved
recognition.  

“What you’re seeing is the result of
hard work and dedication from our
students, our faculty and staff to set
their goals high and to do what is
necessary to reach those goals,”
Grimes said. “We make sure our stu-
dents know there is nothing they
can’t achieve if they put in the work
to make it happen. There are no fac-
tors that can hold them back or keep
them from succeeding if that’s what
they want to do. And I know our
teachers give them all the tools they
need to reach those goals and to be

Russellville High School named
in State’s Top 25 high schools

Group calls on Shelby 
to support pathway 

to citizenship

See ‘RUSSELLVILLE,’ page 9

See ‘CITIZENSHIP,’ page  7



“In Memory of our loved ones...”
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works

and Franklin Memory Gardens

Glen Wesley Demastus, 86, of Russellville, passed
away on Saturday, April 24th.  Interment at Phil

Campbell City Cemetery.

Aldo Mario Echeverria, 76, of Russellville,
passed away on Saturday, April 24th.  Interment at

Spruce Pine Cemetery.

William “Billy” Huckaba, 84, of Russellville,
passed away on Saturday, April 24th.  Interment at

Knights of Pythias Cemetery.

Richard Clayborn Gandy, 75, of Russellville,
passed away on Thursday, April 29th.  Interment at

Tharptown Cemetery.

Rowe William Lindley, 88, of Vina, passed away
on Friday, April 30th.  Interment at Dempsey

Cemetery.
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John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Franklin County Schools Superintendent of Education Greg Hamilton
explained his system’s new summer reading camp to the Board of Education
at the board’s April 20 meeting.

The camp, which is required for all public school systems under the
Alabama Literacy Act, is for students in kindergarten through third grade who
fall below the state average in reading.

The Franklin County Summer Reading Camp will accommodate up to 150
students, Hamilton said. The positions needed to staff the camp have been
posted and those individuals will be hired next month. Hamilton said there
will be 19 teachers hired.

The camp will begin on June 7 and will run four times weekly, four hours
daily, through July 14. Students will be able to leave camp each day and go
to the TRACKS program if they are enrolled in it.

Teachers at the camp will receive $30/hour if they are qualified in
science/reading. Buses will transport students to all six campuses hosting
the reading camps.

“I feel 100 percent certain the math act version of this law will be here next
year, so we will be prepared for that,” Hamilton said. 

The Alabama Legislature allocated additional funds for school systems to
hire employees to operate the camps.

Summer school for seventh grade through twelfth grade students will coin-
cide with the schedule for the reading camp. Hamilton expects larger sum-
mer school enrollment as a result of remote learning the past year.

In other agenda items, the board:
—awarded the bid for SAN switches at Belgreen High School to lowest

responsible bidder, Clearwinds, at a price of $30,022.73.
—awarded the bid for SAN switches for Tharptown School to lowest

responsible bidder, Clearwinds, at bid price of $15,661.19.
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Letter to the editor...

Vouchers for free garden supplies now
available to be redeemed

Don’t forget
to visit us
online at 

www.franklin
freepress.net!

Dear Editor:

In last week’s Franklin Free Press, a Phil Campbell councilman expressed
his appreciation to me for a barbecue plate supper for the town’s employees,
firefighters and council. I wanted to make sure Piggly Wiggly of Phil
Campbell, which donated the meat, and my friend William Bishop, who
cooked it, were also mentioned. We did 33 plates and Donald Stevenson and
I served them. Thanks to everybody working together to help our town.

Billy Wilson,
Phil Campbell

Apply Online at

$5,000 Bonus for New Employees 
through May 2021!

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Franklin County residents who received vouchers
for free vegetable garden supplies may redeem
those vouchers at Tompkins Farmers Warehouse
in Russellville.
The program, which provides free vegetable gar-
den supplies to limited income households, is
sponsored by Community Action Agency of
Northwest Alabama and is called the Gerald
Williams Cooperative Garden Program.
Tompkins Farmers Warehouse is located at 291

Walnut Gate Road in Russellville.
The program is for residents of Franklin, Colbert
and Lauderdale Counties who fall below the fol-
lowing household income thresholds:
—Single person household: $1,595/month.
—Two person household: $2,155/month.
—Three person household: $2,715/month.
The program is a partnership of Community Action
Agency of Northwest Alabama, Tennessee Valley
Authority Retirees, Bicentennial Volunteers, Inc.,
and several other organizations.
Vouchers were scheduled to be mailed during the
month of April.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with the Alabama Abandoned
Motor Vehicle Act, Alabama Code Sections

32-13-1 through 32-13-8, the following motor
vehicle will be sold for cash at 10:30 a.m.,

on May 26, 2021, at M&N Wrecker & Service
Center, 11833 Hwy. 43 South, Russellville, Al,
35653. Seller reserves the right to reject any

bid and the right to bid. 

2001 Ford Mustang
vin 1FAFP40471F220790

2004 Mazda Mazda3
vin: JM1BK123341144562

2001 Ford Explorer Sport
vin: 1FMZU77E51UB26365

2005 Cadillac Deville
1G6KD54Y15U253759

—awarded the bid for replacement of the gym floor at Red Bay High School
to lowest responsible bidder, Covington Flooring Co., at bid price of
$155,010.

—approved compensation to Andrea Hogan, yearbook sponsor at Phil
Campbell Elementary School, in the amount of $500. PCES will reimburse
the Franklin County Board of Education the $500 plus applicable benefits.

—approved out of state trips including Belgreen fifth grade to Atlanta on
May 7, 2021, Franklin County Career Tech to Atlanta May 7, 2021.

—approved the purchase of two 2022 Type “C” 54 passenger (before mod-
ification) special needs school buses from Southland Transportation Group
at a price of $99,406.61 per unit.

—heard a report from Assistant Superintendent Johnny Cleveland that the
system’s mechanics were in the Top 10 Percent statewide for the fewest
major deficiencies in school bus maintenance.

“I can’t say enough about our transportation fleet and bus shop employees.
Our transportation in Franklin County Schools is in great shape,” Cleveland
said.

—approved personnel moves as follows:
LEAVE OF ABSENCE: Melissa McHenry, special education teacher at

PCHS, Family Medical Leave, effective March 11, 2021.
RETIREMENT: Rick Suddith, Industrial Maintenance Position, Franklin

County Career Tech Center; Deborah Jones, teacher’s aide Belgreen;
Beverly Michael, bus driver Phil Campbell; Donna Murray, Belgreen elemen-
tary teacher; Nikki Tutich, special education teacher, Belgreen; Michael
Jackson, physical education teacher/coach, Red Bay; Kimberley Coker, spe-
cial education teacher, Red Bay; Lisa Miller and Karen Taylor, elementary
teachers Belgreen.

RESIGNATION: Julie Bolton, elementary teacher Red Bay.
RESIGNATION IN SUPPLEMENT: Shannon Benford, resignation as head

basketball coach and head baseball coach at Tharptown High School.
EMPLOYMENT: Trevor Allison, science teacher Phil Campbell and Heath

Childers, head varsity football coach Red Bay.
TRANSFER: Karen Jones, from Belgreen elementary teacher to Belgreen

reading coach.
VOLUNTEER: Bridget Tharp, volunteer assistant cheer coach at

Tharptown.



The NACOLG SenioRx Medication Assistance Program supplies free
and low-cost medications for anyone in Alabama with a disability or

a chronic illness, regardless of age, that requires daily medication. Medicare recipi-
ents may also be eligible. For more information, contact NACOLG SenioRx today.
There is no charge for this service. Call 1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) or 256-
389-0529 and ask for Paula Pardue. This program is in partnership with the state of
Alabama and Alabama Department of Senior Services.  

In preparation for mowing season and before June 1, 2021, please
remove all old flowers from the graves in the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery on

Highway 724. Donations for upkeep are needed and may be mailed to: Mt. Pleasant
Cemetery, 941 Highway 87, Russellville, Al., 35654.

Everyone is welcome to worship services at Duncan Creek Baptist
Church, 3925 Duncan Creek Road, Russellville. Service times are

Sunday School at 10 a.m., Worship Service at 11 a.m. and Bible Study at 5 p.m.
Pastor is Bro. Joe Thorn.  

New Life Ministries invites you to join them for Sunday School at 10
a.m. on Sunday mornings and for worship services on Sundays at 11

a.m. and 5 p.m. and Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. On the first Sunday of each month,
there will be a fellowship lunch after morning services. You and your family are
invited to come worship and fellowship with the Lord of Hosts and his children. New
Life Ministries is located on Hwy. 24 west toward Red Bay, behind Tompkins Feed. 

TOPS 0155 Russellville is now meeting at the Russellville Hospital
Education Room at 4:30 p.m. every Monday. Everyone is welcome to

drop in for a free meeting visit. Call 256-446-5962 or 256-412-2855 for more info. 

Russellville Al-Anon is meeting at Russellville First Baptist Church at
6 p.m., each Thursday. We are wearing masks and social distancing.

My Father’s House invites everyone to a Fellowship Cookout, Sunday,
May 16. No Sunday School that day. The Sunday morning service

will begin at 10:30 a.m., with cookout right after service. There will be singing and
preaching outside in front of the church after lunch. Church is located at 104 East
Lawrence St., Russellville. For prayer and information or a ride, call 256-460-1376.

Don’t forget to visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!

Saturday, May 15th
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‘CITIZENSHIP,’ from page 1
ers pay for an office he never uses,” Dale said. “He’s using taxpayer monies

for these offices and there’s no one there for members of the public to talk
to, and no one to help them if they need assistance.”

The ACIJ is a grassroots, statewide network of organizations and people
working to protect and advance the rights of  Alabama’s immigrant popula-
tion.

ACIJ Executive Director Ana Espino said the group would not be deterred
by Shelby’s absence, and the group is sending letters to his Washington,
D.C., office in support of three causes: A pathway to citizenship for the
nation’s 11 million immigrants, inclusive COVID-19 relief for all and the end
of deportations.

There is a link on the ACIJ website, www.alimmigrant.org, that members of
the public can use to write letters in support of the cause and/or to sign the
group’s petition. There are samples of letters that can be sent to legislators.

Dale said members of both ACIJ and the NAACP believe this message
needed to be shared face-to-face with their senators.

“We felt it was important enough for us to appear before the senator and let
him know what we expect he will do. The people put him in office and we
expect he will live up to the standard of for the people, and not just benefit
himself,” Dale said.

The issue of immigration and the possibility of pathway to citizenship legis-
lation is of particular interest in Franklin County, which has one of Alabama’s
largest per capita immigrant populations. 

A recent Politico poll showed only 43 percent of Americans now support a
pathway to citizenship for undocumented immigrants. This number is down
14 points from a poll taken in January.

Those numbers are likely lower in Alabama, which has Republicans in
every statewide office. Alabamians overwhelmingly supported Donald Trump
in the November 2020 election, with one of Trump’s campaign pledges being
a promise to build a wall along the entirety of the United States/Mexico bor-
der.

Poll numbers have consistently shown that most people who support a
pathway to citizenship identify as Democrats. The recent poll showed only 25

percent of Republicans support undocumented immigrants having a pathway
to citizenship.

Undaunted, ACIJ members held a rally on the steps of the Alabama State
Capital last month to show support for immigration reform. Additional events
are scheduled for this spring.

Dale said there will be similar rallies at the office of Sen. Tommy Tuberville
and Rep. Mo Brooks, a leading candidate to succeed Shelby after he retires
next year.

COURTESY PHOTO
Members of the Alabama Coalition for Immigrant Justice and the
NAACP gathered at Sen. Richard Shelbyʼs office for a Friday rally in
support of immigration reform for Americaʼs 11 million immigrants.
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For updates on news and sports throughout the week,
visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!

‘RUSSELLVILLE,’ from page 1
successful.”
The ranking of the 25 Top High Schools in Alabama is based on six differ-

ent factors:  
•  College readiness (30%), which includes the proportion of seniors who

took and earned a qualifying score on Advanced Placement and/or
International Baccalaureate exams at some point during their high school
career.  

• Reading and math proficiency (20%), from testing in the 2018-19 school
year.  

• Reading and math performance (20%), calculated as expected perform-
ance given a school’s student body characteristics.  

• Underserved student performance (10%), evaluating how well an under-
served subgroup scored on state assessments compared with the average
for non-underserved students among schools in the same state.  

• College curriculum breadth (10%), calculated as the percentage of sen-
iors in 2018-19 who took and passed multiple AP/IB exams.  

• Graduation rates (10%) based on the 2018-19 school year.
RHS Principal Dr. Jason Goodwin said the factors by which these rankings

are determined is a testament to how dedicated RHS is to making sure every
student is receiving the best education possible.  

“With the U.S. News & World Report looking at our achievements and also
looking at how well our underserved student population is performing, we
hope this sends a message to our community and others that, no matter
what, students will receive a quality education at RHS and be prepared for
whatever plans they have after high school,” Goodwin said. “Last year we
were ranked #28 and just missed being in the Top 25. This year, we’ve
moved up seven spots to #21, so it’s exciting to see our growth being docu-
mented and recognized.”



YARD SALES

Community Yard Sale.
Saturday, May 8.

Southwood Gardens
Apartments, 503 Cross

Street, Russellville.
Lots of everything! Too

much to mention!

Big Yard sale!
Saturday, May 8th from

8 a.m. - until. Beside
Rancho on Hwy. 43.

Yard sale! Friday, May
7th at noon and

Saturday, May 8th at 7
a.m. Corner of North

Jackson & Cherry
Street in Russellville.

Annual five family sale.
Furniture, name brand

clothes, household

items, TVs, jewelry box
armoire, accent tables,

lamps, shoes, beds,
mens, womens & chil-
drens items, washer &
dryer, hutch, six-burner
gas stove, dishes tea

set and more!

Yard sale! Saturday,
May 8th at 73 Malberry

Ave. Matilda Jane
Clothes, womens

shoes, furniture, lots of
household items,
women and mens

name brand clothes
and mores!

Yard Sale! Friday &
Saturday, May 7th &

8th from 7 a.m. - until.
3484 Duncan Creek Rd

in Russellville about
four miles down

Duncan Creek Road.
Plus-size clothes up to
5X, home decor, tools,

etc.

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Kitchen Help Needed.
Full-time or Part-time at
Pilgrim’s Place BBQ in
Russellville. Apply in

person or call 256-332-

1007 for more informa-
tion.

PETS

Two Cats free to good
home. Two brothers,

approximately 7
months old. Must adopt
together. Call 256-332-
8324 or 256-324-9652.

FOR FREE

Blue & Yellow Oriental
Iris Plants. FREE to
good home. A dozen

bunches available. You
dig them up. Located in

Belgreen. Call 216-
956-5658.

FREE Tin Cans for
recycling. 20 shopping

bags full. Belgreen
area. Call 216-956-

5658.

Nice pair of hedge trim-
mers. Call (256)-856-

4139.

FOR SALE

Baby Stroller. Good
condition. $15. Baby
Saucer. Good condi-

tion. Pink in color. Does
not roll. $15. Call 256-

332-5415.

Franklin Free Press
Classified Rates
Yard Sale Rates:
FREE, Deadline

Monday at Noon; Real
Estate-Homes,

acreage, lots for sale or

rent. $25 for six con-
secutive weeks. Up to

40 words per ad;
Vehicles, Boats, RVs,
Motorcycles for sale.

$15 for six consecutive
weeks. Up to 25 words
per ad; Pets For Sale
only $10 for six con-

secutive weeks. Up to
25 words  per ad; Free

of Charge: Lost &
Found, Giveaways, and

Items Under $100
(Private Parties

Only).15-word limit;
Commercial Classified

Rates: $25 for
Businesses, 15 words
or less for six weeks.
Ads exceeding word

limit add $10 per addi-
tional 15 words. The

number in parentheses

represents the number
of times the ad has
appeared. Call us at

256-332-0255 to place,
cancel or renew your

ad. Payment is

required in advance of
publication for ads.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t
forget to check us out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

APARTMENTS FOR RENT:
Russell de Villa Apartments in Russellville has

openings for 1BR & 2BR apartments. Rent
based on income.

Background screening includes criminal, partial
credit and past landlord.

Applications are take M,W,F from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Call 256-332-7873.

FLEA MARKET
115 Laurel Ave., behind Burger King in

Russellville.
Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10-6.
Wide variety of everything! Christmas

décor, books, clothing, what nots,
glassware, MORE!
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Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

For the first time this season, the Russellville
Golden Tigers found themselves in some unfamil-
iar territory last weekend. 

After routing Corner by a 10-2 final to take game
one in their 5A second round matchup, the Yellow
Jackets stunned the Golden Tigers in game two in
an 8-3 win to force a game three on Saturday.

A couple of uncharacteristic errors combined
with some untimely outs, as Russellville lined into
two rally-killing double plays in game two and the
Golden Tigers had their backs against the wall fac-
ing adversity on the road in an elimination game.

Heading into game three, the Golden Tigers
needed something, anything, to get their mojo
back in time for game three on Saturday. 

And it all started with a message from their skip-
per.

“I sent our guys a message early Saturday morn-
ing and wanted to remind them that competitive
greatness is defined as being your best when your
best is needed and there’s never been a greater
time in our program to demonstrate that than
today,” head coach Chris Heaps said.  “I really felt
like the adversity of being number one in 5A and
playing on the road, we needed that a little bit.
We’ve talked about how adversity is not what
makes you a man but it reveals where you are as
a man and I really felt like that adversity was
something we needed in order to be tested as to
where we were.”

Safe to say that message was well-received.
The Golden Tigers managed to get both leadoff

runners on in both the first and second innings but
couldn’t bring them home.  Then in the third
inning, as the first three batters managed to reach,
Nick Smith came to the plate with the chance to
put the Golden Tigers on the board early.

And Smith delivered. 
The third baseman, who was still looking for his

first hit of the series coming into his second at-bat
of game two, crushed a 1-1 pitch over the left-cen-
terfield fence for a grand slam to put the Golden
Tigers up 4-0 and they never looked back.

“Nick didn’t look like himself in that first at-bat
and we have a saying that, ‘in order to be a suc-
cessful hitter, you have to have a short-term mem-
ory’, and he came up in his second at-bat and
after missing on a swing, he hits that grand slam
and just does a great job,” Heaps said.

Corner was able to snag a run in the home half
of the fourth inning before Cole Barnett doubled
home a run and Casen Heaps came through with
an RBI single to extend the Golden Tiger lead to
6-1 after the fifth inning.

Reed Hill worked a bases-loaded walk to bring
home another run in the top of the sixth inning
before Barnett grounded into a fielder’s choice
that scored the eighth run of the game for
Russellville.

With Gordon White on the mound, the senior
righty mowed through the Yellow Jacket lineup
through 5.1 innings while allowing only three runs

Survive and advance

See ʻADVANCE,  ̓page 14

Bobcats sweep
Geraldine, take on

Fyffe in quarterfinals
Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

Trailing late in a game for the first time in nearly
a month, Phil Campbell rallied for two runs in its
final at bat to edge Geraldine 3-2 on Friday in the
opener of a best-of-three second-round playoff
series.

A monster fourth inning—along with another ter-
rific pitching performance by senior Luke
Barnwell—ensured there would be no such drama
in game two.

Barnwell ran his career record to 13-2 with his
fourth shutout of the season, holding Geraldine to
just two hits in six innings as the Bobcats finished
off the series sweep and advanced to the Class
3A quarterfinals with a 10-0 win.

On the heels of a nail-biter in Game 1, the night-
cap was tight, too—until the bottom of the fourth,
when Phil Campbell (34-3) staged a monster two-
out rally to turn a one-run game into a rout. With
two on and two out, Bryant Anthony delivered an
RBI single to make it 2-0. After Barnwell walked,
Mason Swinney came through with a two-run sin-
gle to extend the lead to 4-0.

Austen Baker was hit by a pitch to load the
bases, and John Miller Lawson drew a walk to
force home a run. Ridge Raper followed with a
two-run single, and then Bryant Hyde capped off
the rally with a two-run triple to right to make it 9-
0.

That was more than enough support for Barnwell
(8-1), who tossed his second consecutive shutout
to open these playoffs. [He blanked Susan Moore
with a five-inning one-hitter in round one.] The
senior right-hander needed just 66 pitches to get
through six innings on Friday, striking out five and
walking two. He gave up two hits in the first inning
and none thereafter.

Getting such a strong performance out of
Barnwell isn’t anything new for Phil Campbell.  But
with the Bobcats number two, Ridge Raper, hav-
ing yet to throw a pitch during the postseason,
Barnwell’s performance couldn’t have come at a
moment too soon.

“Luke is just a bulldog.  He’s a kid that’s going to
give you 110% every night out and he’s the kind of
guy that you want on your side because he’s going
to give you everything he’s got,” head coach
Jonathan Raper said.  “He just has a winning men-
tality whether he’s on the mound or at the plate.
He had a great weekend at the plate and did a
really good job on the mound by pounding the
zone and keeping the hitters off balance with his
changeup and breaking ball stuff.  He doesn’t
strike everybody out but he lets his defense play
behind him and he’s really our unsung hero on our
pitching staff.”

Geraldine mounted its only threat against
Barnwell in the top of the first, putting runners at
second and third with only one out. Barnwell

See ʻBOBCATS,  ̓page 13

PHOTO BY CHRISTIAN MEDINA
The Golden Tigers defeated Corner in game three by an 8-3 final to advance to the quarterfinals
for the fifth time in seven seasons.

As they stared elimination from the playoffs in the face last Saturday, Russellville got some much-needed inspiration
from their head coach and some timely hitting to advance to the 5A quarterfinals in their quest for a state championship.





Don’t forget to visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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‘BOBCATS,’ from page 11
struck out William Rogers and got Bo Harper on a groundout, starting a

string of 11 straight batters retired. The Bulldogs didn’t put another base run-
ner on until a leadoff walk in the top of the fifth.

By that point, the Bobcats were well on their way to a 15th straight win and
a second consecutive quarterfinal berth. They ended the game early in the
bottom of the sixth when Lawson walked and later scored on Trey
Leindecker’s sac fly to make it 10-0.

Barnwell lowered his ERA to 1.09 on the season and 1.35 for his varsity
career. He has walked only 11 batters this season while striking out 42 in
51.1 innings.

Raper led the way at the plate in the Game 2 rout, going 2-for-4 with two
RBIs and two runs scored. He ranks second on the team with 17 multi-hit
games on the year and will carry an eight-game hit streak into the quarterfi-
nals.

Hyde and Swinney each went 1-for-3 with two RBIs, and Barnwell was 1-
for-2 with two walks and a run scored. Anthony went 1-for-2 with an RBI, and
Baker was 1-for-3 with a run. Lawson walked twice and scored twice, and
Sage Raper also scored two runs.

Phil Campbell was in danger of seeing its win streak end in the series open-
er due to several missed opportunities early in the game. The Bobcats put
two on with nobody out in the top of the first, but Geraldine starter Andrew
Fowler got Baker to ground into a 6-4-3 double play to escape trouble.
Fowler then worked out of a bases-loaded, one-out jam in the second, get-
ting Anthony to ground into a force play at the plate and striking out Barnwell
to end the inning.

Fowler worked around a two-out double by Lawson in the top of the third,
and Leindecker was thrown out trying to stretch a single into a double in the
top of the fourth. Swinney, starting his second straight series opener on the
mound, had retired seven batters in a row before yielding a leadoff double to
Colton Lusher in the bottom of the fourth. Lusher later scored on an RBI sin-
gle by Rogers, but Swinney struck out the next two batters to keep it a 1-0
game.

Phil Campbell tied the game in the top of the fifth when Barnwell singled,
moved up on a walk to Swinney and scored on an RBI single by Baker.
Swinney then struck out two batters in a one-two-three bottom of the fifth, but
Fowler pitched around a two-out double by Levi Crittenden in the top of the
sixth.

Geraldine (14-14) reclaimed the lead in the bottom of the sixth when Lusher
walked, moved to second on a sac bunt and scored on an RBI single by
Anthony Martin to make it 2-1.

Three outs away from going down a game in the series, Phil Campbell got
a leadoff triple from Barnwell in the top of the seventh. Following a walk to
Swinney, Baker brought home Barnwell with a sac fly to tie the game. After
a fly-out by Lawson and a walk to Raper, Swinney stole third and scored the
go-ahead run on an error by the catcher.

Despite being on the verge of having to hope for a game three, the Bobcats
were able to keep their composure and Raper credits that composure to the
veterans leading his Phil Campbell squad to keep the game in check.

“We’ve got so many older guys that have played for years so they’ve been
in positions like that in years past.  One thing I told the guys after the game
that I was impressed with was, they didn’t panic.  They weren’t worried and
they just kept believing that we were going to have that one inning where
we’ll put some hits together and that’s what happened,” Raper said.  “I think
I may have panicked more than they did at some points.  But they were calm,
cool and collected even going into that final inning and I was really proud of
our guys and how they were able to get the job done.”

Swinney (8-0) then set down the Bulldogs in order in the bottom of the sev-
enth, recording two more strikeouts. He finished with 10 K’s, reaching dou-
ble-digits in a game for the fifth time this season. He allowed just two earned
runs on three hits, surviving four walks and throwing 102 pitches to toss his
fourth complete game of the season.

Barnwell went 3-for-4 in Game 1 with two runs scored. Hyde was 2-for-4,
and Baker went 1-for-3 with two RBIs. Lawson and Crittenden each had a
double, and Raper was 1-for-3. Leindecker went 1-for-4, and Swinney
walked three times.

“On any given day, one through nine in our lineup, we’ve hit this year.  I feel
confident at any time that anyone can get a hit or have a great day.  And even
with a few younger guys sprinkled in, they feed off of what these older guys
do,” Raper said.  “Even if we happen to lose a game or have a bad game,
we still have two more and we feel really good about whoever we have out
there on the mound and we feel like we’ve got a chance to win no matter
what.  And I believe that makes things easier on us.”

The Bobcats will take on Fyffe in the 3A quarterfinals beginning on Friday.
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(one earned) and striking out two before giving way to Hill who took over on

the mound to close things out the rest of the way.
“We came into Saturday with a good plan and we worked on some stuff for

about an hour before we left for Corner and we had a good attitude.  And
that’s what I told our guys.  I said ‘you have to go down there knowing that
you’re prepared to do what is needed’,” Heaps said.  “We just felt like we had
the better pitching staff in game three and we put a lot of pressure on them
and had some guys that stepped up for us in some big spots.” 

Now the Golden Tigers will turn their focus towards hosting Alexandria High
School for their quarterfinal matchup with games one and two being played
this Thursday and game three, if needed, played on Friday.

Russellville does
have some familiari-
ty with Alexandria as
their final matchup
of the pandemic-
shortened season
last year was
against the Valley
Cubs and the
Golden Tigers were
forced to hold their
senior night on the
road.

“Their head coach,
coach Shaw, is one
of the best men in
baseball that I know
and they’ll be well-
coached with a lot of
fight in them.
They’re going to
have some guys that
aren’t overpowering
but can pitch well
and they make you
earn everything,”
Heaps said.

In addition to the aforementioned season finale in 2020, the Golden
Tigers have also squared off with the Valley Cubs during playoff runs in
recent years as well.

In 2015 and 2016, as Russellville was on their way to the first two of their
three-straight state titles, the Golden Tigers swept the Valley Cubs in both
series and will be looking for a similar outcome this Thursday night.

And as the Golden Tigers prepare for this weeks games, one thing that will
be key to them extending their season beyond the quarterfinals, will be the
continuation of sense of “self-coaching”, something that the players have
taken on and that Heaps and his staff take pride in.

“The beauty of our program is that during the game against Corner, they
(Corner) failed to get a bunt down and you hear our guys coaching each
other and coaching themselves. And when you hear things that we preach
on a daily basis and those guys are saying those things, it’s relly special,”
Heaps said.  “And to know that those guys have bought into what we’re try-
ing to do and that they coach themselves through things sometimes, it’s just
a beautiful thing.”



Barnwell had a great day at the plate and
on the mound in the Bobcats round two win
over Geraldine High School.  In game one,
Barnwell went 3-4 at the plate with two runs
scored and a triple to his credit.  Then in
game two, the senior righty and infielder for
the Bobcats went 1-2 with another run
scored but a majority of his work came on
the mound in the second game.  Going six
scoreless innings, Barnwell allowed only two
hits and two walks with five strikeouts in the
six-inning complete game shutout.

Luke Barnwell
Senior, Pitcher/IF

Phil Campbell




	Front.pdf
	Page2.pdf
	Page3.pdf
	Page4.pdf
	Page5.pdf
	Page6.pdf
	Page7.pdf
	Page8.pdf
	Page9.pdf
	Page10.pdf
	Page11.pdf
	Page12.pdf
	Page13.pdf
	Page14.pdf
	Page15.pdf
	Page16.pdf

