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John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

After seeing more than its share of
strikeouts with efforts to fund  rural
broadband expansion, Franklin
County has hit a home run, thanks in
large part to the efforts of Rep. Jamie
Kiel.

Kiel announced Wednesday after-
noon that the Alabama Department
of Economic and Community Affairs
has awarded $3,875,141.90 in
grants to Franklin County for rural
broadband expansion.

The grants will allow Tombigbee
Electric Cooperative’s Freedom
Fiber to expand its fiber network into

the communities surrounding
Hodges, Vina, Spruce Pine and the
eastern portion of Franklin County
east of Russellville to the Lawrence
County line. The communities from
Bethsaida and Tharptown to East
Franklin and Phil Campbell will be
included in the grant.

“This is a huge victory for our area,”
Kiel said. “But we are not through. I
will continue to work through the leg-
islative process to ensure everyone
in Franklin County and House
District 18 has access to rural broad-
band internet. In addition, I am grate-
ful for the work since 2013 of the
Franklin County Broadband Task

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The city hall auditorium was full
Monday evening for the Russellville
City Council meeting, but what most
of the crowd came to see was
removed from the agenda earlier that
afternoon.

The council’s original agenda for its
May 3 meeting included the
Russellville City Schools Board of
Education seat occupied by Bret
Gist. Gist’s current term is set to
expire June 1, 2021, and the room
full of spectators, including several
Russellville City Schools employees,
came to see whether Gist would be
reappointed or if someone else
would be nominated. 

In the end, neither came to fruition.
The Board of Education consists of

five members appointed by the
Russellville City Council to five-year
terms. Board members include Jerry
Groce, Kim Clonts, Greg Trapp,
Greg Batchelor and Gist.

Two of those board members
reside in District One, represented
by councilman David Palmer. Two
board members live in District Four,
represented by councilman Dexter
Hamilton and one board member
lives in District Three, represented by
councilman Gary Cummings.

Districts Two and Five do not have
a representative on the RCS Board
of Education, and that doesn’t sit well
with its two councilmen, Darren

Harris: ‘No reason to rush’
when it comes to RCS 

board appointment

Kiel announces $3.875
million rural broadband

grant for Franklin County

See ‘HARRIS,’ page 9

See ‘GRANT,’ page  7



“In Memory of our loved ones...”
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works

and Franklin Memory Gardens

Charles Edward Poss, 80, of Phil Campbell, passed away on
Thursday, May 6th.  Interment at Cherry Hill Cemetery.

Melissa Gail West, 69, of Spruce Pine, passed away on
Saturday, May 8th.  Interment at Knights of Pythias Cemetery.



Saturday, May 15th

Apply Online at

$5,000 Bonus for New Employees 
through May 2021!
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Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other creative
submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com. Visit us online any

time at franklinfreepress.net.

City's new animal ordinance bans
ownership of chickens, 
exotic or wild animals

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Why did the chicken cross the road?
Possibly to get out of Russellville, after the Russellville City Council enact-

ed an ordinance limiting residents’ ability to keep livestock, fowl and wild ani-
mals within Russellville city limits.

The ordinance was approved at the council’s May 3 meeting by a 5-1 vote.
District Two Councilman Darren Woodruff voted against the measure.

The new ordinance makes it unlawful for any person, within the city limits,
to keep or have in his possession any fowl except for exotic birds that are
maintained inside a dwelling in a cage as a pet or novelty.

Fowl are defined  as “any large, live domestic bird including but not limited
to chickens, guineas, turkeys, ducks, geese, homing pigeons, rheas, ostrich,
emus and peacocks.”

City Attorney Danny McDowell drafted the ordinance at the council’s
request after council members received numerous complaints regarding live-
stock roaming through the streets of the city.

Before the vote, Woodruff asked McDowell whether the proposed ordi-
nance would outlaw having chickens outright.

“Yes, it makes it unlawful to have any fowl the way it is written,” McDowell
said.

Woodruff said he voted against the ordinance because he felt it was too
restrictive.

“I don’t want to tell someone they can’t have fresh eggs. I think we could
require chickens to be in a coop, and limit the number of birds you could
have, while restricting any of them from running loose,” Woodruff said. “We
could have a limit of a few birds—just enough for people to have fresh eggs.”

The new ordinance bans the keeping of swine, goats, sheep and rabbits
outright and limits the ability to keep domesticated horses or cattle.

Those limitations include a minimum lot size of five acres or more, and the
pasture must have permanent fencing in good condition. Corrals are limited
to minimum areas of 10,000 square feet for the first animal, and an addition-
al 1,000 square foot minimum for each additional animal. 

All corrals and stables must be at least 150 feet from the property line of
land owned by anyone other than the person keeping the animal.

Livestock includes “domesticated horses and cattle regardless of age or
size.”

Feeding pens are also unlawful under the new ordinance. The ordinance
provides an exemption to property in an area already zoned for agricultural
usage or to pastures and stables or corrals established prior to May 3, 2021,
if continuously used.

The ordinance also addresses wild and exotic animals, including animals
that “in their natural life are usually untamed and undomesticated, including
animals that, as a result of their natural or wild condition, cannot be vaccinat-
ed effectively for rabies, with the exception of guinea pigs, hamsters, pet rab-
bits, or any animal used for instruction or research by an educational institu-
tion or medical facility.”

Exotic animals are defined as: “any monkey, alligator, crocodile, raccoon,
skunk, fox, bear, sea mammal, venomous snake, member of the feline
species other than domestic cat, member of the canine species other than
the domestic dog or any other animal that would require a standard of care
greater than that required for customary household pets sold by commercial
pet shops or domestic farm animals.”

No exotic or wild animal may be kept at any location within the city limits,
regardless of whether the animal was born and/or raised in captivity.

Enforcement of the ordinance will fall with the Russellville Police
Department and/or the city’s compliance officer, a position that is currently
vacant. Violators will have three days after written notice from the city to rem-
edy the violation. If the violation continues into a fourth day, the person shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may be fined up to $500
and/or jailed for up to 60 days.

The enforcement took effect immediately upon its passage Monday night.



In preparation for mowing season and before June 1, 2021, please remove
all old flowers from the graves in the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery on Highway

724. Donations for upkeep are needed and may be mailed to: Mt. Pleasant Cemetery, 941
Highway 87, Russellville, Al., 35654.

My Father’s House invites everyone to a Fellowship Cookout, Sunday,
May 16. No Sunday School that day. The Sunday morning service will

begin at 10:30 a.m., with cookout right after service. There will be singing and preach-
ing outside in front of the church after lunch. Church is located at 104 East Lawrence St.,
Russellville. For prayer and information or a ride, call 256-460-1376.

The Belgreen Boys Basketball Camp will take place June 7 and 8 at
Belgreen High School Gym. The camp is for boys from grades K-6. The

K-3 group will have camp from 8-10 a.m., and the 4-6 grade from 10-12. The cost is $30
if you preregister by May 27. Cost is $40 after May 27. Please make checks payable to
Belgreen Boys Basketball. Camp will be run by head coach Marty Cooper and assistant
coach Jennifer Cooper. The Coopers have more than 20 years college coaching experi-
ence. Belgreen varsity players will also assist. Free camp t-shirt with registration. Call
Coach Marty Cooper with any questions at 1-662-790-3672 or email to
martycooper@franklin.k12.al.us. There is an information sheet that must be submitted
with the registration fee.
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‘GRANT,’ from page 1
Force and its chairperson, Katernia Cole-Coffey.
Cole-Coffey described news of the $3.875 million grant as the most signif-

icant event since her task force began eight years ago.
“We are delighted to hear the news about the ADECA grant. It’s a major

step and great news for our county,” Cole-Coffey said. “Receiving this fund-
ing is the fruition of years of work by many people, and there is more to do. 

“To have this grant funding gives teeth to our efforts to bring reliable, afford-
able fiber-optic broadband to rural Franklin County,” she added.

As he campaigned in 2018, Kiel pledged to work to bring greater access to
broadband internet to rural areas within his district. Kiel has described broad-
band expansion as the “main objective” he’s fought for in the Legislature.
Last year, western Colbert County received a $3 million plus loan-grant to
expand fiber-optic internet service in that area.

“In this day and age, everyone needs access to internet. It is essential that
our businesses, schools and families have access. This funding is a first step
to greater connectivity for all of Northwest Alabama,” Kiel said.

Tombigbee Electric’s Freedom Fiber will be installing and maintaining the
network. Steve Foshee, Tombigbee’s CEO, credited the efforts of Kiel, Gov.
Kay Ivey, ADECA Director Kenneth Boswell, the Franklin County Water
Service Authority, Mark Stockton and the Franklin Electric Cooperative, the
Franklin County Broadband Task Force and many others in helping make
rural broadband funding a reality in Franklin County.

“Having a fiber-optic connection to home and business with Gig speeds will
be life changing to the people of Franklin County. There is more area to get
solutions to but this is a big start,” Foshee said.

Scott Mugno, a member of the Board of Directors of the Franklin County
Water Service Authority, shared Foshee’s excitement about the ADECA
grant.

“This gives us the opportunity to bring broadband into five big areas of need
in Franklin County. It’s a huge step forward in our efforts to bring broadband
to all of Franklin County and it’s the result of the dedication and hard work of
many people and organizations,” Mugno said.

In addition to the $3.875 million grant from ADECA, Franklin County will
receive more than $6 million from Congress’ American Recovery Act. More
than $3 million in funding will be received this month, according to Franklin
County Probate Judge Barry Moore. 

Kiel said those funds may be used for water, sewer and broadband proj-

ects. Moore said he and the Franklin County Commission support expanding
broadband in Franklin County.

“We are proud of this opportunity for reliable, affordable, last-mile fiber-optic
broadband internet that will be a benefit for all of the citizens of Franklin
County, as well as providing economic growth for our county,” Moore said.
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‘HARRIS,’ from page 1
Woodruff and Jamie Harris.
“I believe there should be a balance where every council district is repre-

sented on the school board,” Harris said. “I was elected by the people of
District Five to represent District Five and I plan to and want to have some-
one from my district on every board in the city.”

Five years ago, Harris nominated Gist to serve another term on the Board
of Education, even though Gist’s residence was in District Four. Harris was
in his first term as District Five councilman at the time.

Now in his third term, Harris said he’s resolved to see someone from his
district fill that seat. Although there was wide speculation about who Harris
would nominate Monday night, it never got that far after Harris requested the
board appointment be removed from the agenda.

“I did ask to take it off the agenda. There’s no reason to rush it, so we decid-
ed to slow down and evaluate further,” Harris said.

Woodruff, who campaigned on the platform that he would nominate a
District Two resident to serve on the RCS Board of Education, watched last
October as the council approved Palmer’s nominations of  Greg Trapp to be
reappointed and Clonts to fill Judy Pounders’ seat. Those appointments were
done at the final meeting before Woodruff took office.

With the Alabama Legislature’s recent action to move municipal elections
scheduled for 2024 to 2025, the Russellville City Council will serve one addi-
tional year on this term and Woodruff will have the opportunity to nominate a
board member during his term.

When it comes to the idea that every district must be represented on the
Board of Education, though, not every council member is on board.

“When you consider school board candidates, you must consider the qual-
ity of the candidates and what each brings to the table,” Palmer said. “What’s
important is the well-being of the students, teachers and you go upward
through the administrators. 

“And  if we end up with more school board members from one district over
another, that’s what we end up with,” he added.

Palmer said the emphasis should always be on students first, then teach-
ers. In order for students to receive the best education possible, that starts
with quality teachers.

“I understand there’s a push from our new council members to even out
board appointments, but there’s not a consensus on that, I assure you. I’m a
100 percent advocate for our teachers. If the emphasis isn’t on the students
and the teachers, we’re not doing our job properly,” Palmer said.

The entire council unanimously approved Palmer’s nominations of Trapp
and Clonts, even though that gave District One multiple seats on the school
board.

“I never get involved in another council member’s board appointment,”
Harris said when asked why he supported two appointments from District
One.

Since he nominated Gist five years ago, Harris said he was waiting for that
term to end before he made a nomination to fill it with a District Five resident.

Harris said he has nothing against Gist and his plan to nominate someone
else was a fulfillment of a campaign promise to District Five residents.

“It’s nothing personal. This seat is up for appointment and I want to nomi-
nate a quality member of my district to fill it. I made the motion to appoint Bret
Gist last time, so obviously I have no personal issues with him,” Harris said.

Harris said he’s heard from residents who support another term for Gist,
and he’s spoken with residents who have expressed support of having a
District Five representative on the board of education.

Gist told the FFP he sent an email to Mayor David Grissom and all council
members expressing his interest in serving  another term. Harris said he had
spoken with Gist before the last council meeting and they spoke again by
phone last week.



YARD SALES

Moving Sale.
Friday/Saturday, May

21/22. 7 a.m.-until. 491
Bates Landing Road.

Lots of furniture, stove,
refrigerator, microwave,
Dining Room suite, cof-
fee and end tables, bed-

room furnishings and
more.

Yard Sale! Friday &

Saturday, May 14th &
15th at Grace Covenant
Church on Hwy 24 west,
approximately two miles

on the right.  Lots of
baby items, furniture,

clothes, etc.

Yard Sale Saturday May
15th 7:00 am until

3:00pm.125 Tony Ave
across from Summit

Pool-grey siding house
in woods

(Turn left off Wilson Blvd
onto Summit St and right

on Tony Ave). 
Lots of name brand

clothing, sizes medium
and name brand shoes,

purses,
Household items, etc
See you Saturday!!

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Kitchen Help Needed.
Full-time or Part-time at
Pilgrim’s Place BBQ in

Russellville. Apply in per-
son or call 256-332-1007

for more information.

PETS

Two Cats free to good
home. Two brothers,

approximately 7 months
old. Must adopt together.

Call 256-332-8324 or
256-324-9652.

FOR FREE

Blue & Yellow Oriental
Iris Plants. FREE to
good home. A dozen

bunches available. You
dig them up. Located in
Belgreen. Call 216-956-

5658.

FREE Tin Cans for recy-
cling. 20 shopping bags
full. Belgreen area. Call

216-956-5658.

Nice pair of hedge trim-
mers. Call (256)-856-

4139.
FOR RENT

One bedroom with yard
and patio.  For informa-

tion call 256-332-5081 or
256-627-1996.

FOR SALE

Baby Stroller. Good con-
dition. $15. Baby Saucer.
Good condition. Pink in
color. Does not roll. $15.

Call 256-332-5415.

Franklin Free Press
Classified Rates

Yard Sale Rates: FREE,
Deadline Monday at
Noon; Real Estate-

Homes, acreage, lots for
sale or rent. $25 for six
consecutive weeks. Up

to 40 words per ad;

Vehicles, Boats, RVs,
Motorcycles for sale. $15

for six consecutive
weeks. Up to 25 words
per ad; Pets For Sale

only $10 for six consecu-
tive weeks. Up to 25

words  per ad; Free of
Charge: Lost & Found,
Giveaways, and Items
Under $100 (Private

Parties Only).15-word
limit; Commercial

Classified Rates: $25 for
Businesses, 15 words or
less for six weeks. Ads

exceeding word limit add
$10 per additional 15
words. The number in

parentheses represents

the number of times the
ad has appeared. Call us

at 256-332-0255 to
place, cancel or renew

your ad. Payment is
required in advance of

publication for ads.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t
forget to check us out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

APARTMENTS FOR RENT:
Russell de Villa Apartments in Russellville has

openings for 1BR & 2BR apartments. Rent
based on income.

Background screening includes criminal, partial
credit and past landlord.

Applications are take M,W,F from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Call 256-332-7873.

FLEA MARKET
115 Laurel Ave., behind Burger King in

Russellville.
Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10-6.
Wide variety of everything! Christmas

décor, books, clothing, what nots,
glassware, MORE!

HELP WANTED

Experienced Short-Order Cook.
Apply Inside.

CJ’s. Hwy. 24 in Belgreen.



P
R

S
R

T
 S

T
D

 U
S

 P
O

S
TA

G
E

P
A
ID

F
ra

nk
lin

 F
re

e 
P

re
ss

11
3 

W
as

hi
ng

to
n 

A
ve

. 
N

W
R

us
se

llv
ill

e,
A

L 
35

65
3

FranklinFreePress.net 5.12.21SPORTS

Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

RUSSELLVILLE - The term “trust the
process” has been adopted by sports teams
across the world in hopes of one day turning
a team or franchise into a championship
contender. And while that term might be
reserved in most cases for teams at the
highest level, the Russellville Golden Tigers
baseball team has adopted a similar mantra
which has led them to their successes over
the years. 

And as the Golden Tigers head into their
5A semifinal matchup with Madison
Academy beginning on Wednesday, they’ll
stick to that same saying in hopes of pro-
pelling them to a state title berth. 

“We’re going to have two great days of
process-oriented practice, where we focus
not on the results we get, but by the
process by which we go about our business
with,” Heaps said. “That’s how we roll.
We’re not worried about results, and we’re
not a results-oriented team. We’re a
process-oriented team. Our guys believe in
the process that we have and we’ve had a
great process the whole season and we’ll
continue to do so.” 

But before the Golden Tigers could turn their
attention to the Mustangs and the semifinals, they
had to weather the storm (literally) in their quarter-
final series against Alexandria. 

Jumping out to a 1-0 lead in the first inning after
an error by Alexandria, Russellville would extend
their lead by three more runs in the second inning
to make it 4-0 after RBIs from John David Bishop,
Eli Gipson and Jackson Lindsey. 

Alexandria would plate their only run in the top of
the third before the Golden Tigers got the run back
in the home half of the third. The last run of game
one came across the plate in the bottom of the
fourth inning on an RBI single from Reed Hill to
give Russellville a 6-1 lead after four innings. 

Then Mother Nature decided to make her pres-
ence felt. 

After a rain delay of more than an hour and a
half, play resumed with Emitt Green going back
out on the mound. There might have been some
room for concern after having his starter sit for
more than an hour, especially once Green hit the
first Alexandria batter after the delay. However,
Heaps knew his senior ace would be up for the
challenge. 

And he was right. 
Green continued to do what he had done over

the course of this entire season: mow through line-
ups with relative ease. 

“Emitt did a really good job and threw a lot of
strikes. Coming back after the delay and hitting
that first guy kinda worried me just a little bit. But
he settled in and did what he does by pounding
the zone and giving us a chance,” Heaps said. 

After sealing the deal in game one, game two
was pushed to Thursday due to the rain delay.

And if you’re a fan of a good old fashioned pitch-
ers duel, game two was the game to be in atten-
dance. As game two was scoreless after the sev-
enth inning, the Golden Tigers and Alexandria
were forced to go all the way down to nine innings.
And Rowe Gallagher and Reed Hill combined for
nine scoreless innings only scattering three hits
the entire game. 

Russellville, playing as the away team in game
two, went into the top of the ninth inning still
searching for their first run of the ballgame. 

And they got one… and another… and anoth-
er… well, you get the picture. 

Canyon Pace got the ball rolling in the inning,
scoring Gipson on a fielder’s choice for the first
run of the game for either squad. Hill then singled
home a pair of runs to quickly put the Golden
Tigers up 3-0. A trio of singles from Grayson
Thorpe, Casen Heaps, and Banks Langston made
it a 7-0 ballgame with each coming away with at
least one RBI in the inning with Heaps knocking in
two runs. 

Nick Smith singled home another run after
Lindsey popped out to center and Pace followed
up the Smith single with one of his own to make it
a 9-0 game.

After the inning came to a close, the Golden
Tigers plated nine runs in the inning to take game
two by a 9-0 final. 

Seeing Hill and Gallagher bounce back after a
rough outing in round two against Corner is an
encouraging sign for the Golden Tigers. 

Moving on to the semis

See ʻSEMIS,  ̓page 14

RHS soccer concludes
historic season with

state runner-up finish
Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

Since it began in 2017, the Russellville soccer
program has been on the rise in terms of its repu-
tation as an up-and-coming elite soccer program
in Alabama.  And so there wasn’t any doubt as to
if the soccer program would become a champi-
onship contender.  The only question was: when
would it do so?

And head coach Trey Stanford and his squad got
that answer last week as the Golden Tigers boys
team managed to secure a spot in the 4A/5A
AHSAA state championship game in Huntsville.

According to Stanford, while the 2021 season
might only be the fifth season in program history
for the Golden Tigers, the support that the pro-
gram has received from both the community and
the Russellville administration to this point has
been nothing short of massive.

“The community has wanted soccer for a while
and Dr. Grimes stepped in and made it happen.
They had been wanting it for years and now the
community has been all in on it, just the way they
are with athletics, academics and clubs.  The sup-
port here is second to none,” Stanford said.
“Academics come first of course, but winning in
athletics is expected too and we have a fantastic
support system top to bottom and they do a fan-
tastic job in giving the resources needed to
achieve that success.”

Before the Golden Tigers got the opportunity to
play for a state championship, they had to go
through Crossville High School in the semifinals in
what was as exhilarating of a high school soccer
match that you’ll find for miles around.

Tied at 2-2 headed into extra time, the Golden
Tigers needed someone to step up and give them
an edge in any way possible.  

“We got down in the first half and subbed sever-
al guys in and we managed to tie it up and I real-
ly think we had a solid advantage when it came to
our depth.  Toward the middle part of the match, it
just felt like momentum had swung in our direc-
tion. We told our guys at halftime that we’ve just
got to believe.  We knew we were facing a good
team in Crossville but you guys are a better team,”
Stanford said.  “Johnathan Salgado managed to
score and tie things back up at 2-2 and our crowd
went wild.  After that you could see it in our guys
eyes that they weren’t going to accept a loss.”

In extra time, Juan Cano came through for the
Golden Tigers in a huge way.

Cano managed to give the Golden Tigers the
lead and the win after the goalkeeper mishandled
the shot by Cano to send Russellville to the state
championship game.

Squaring off with Indian Springs in the state
championship match, the Golden Tigers fell by a
final of 2-0, coming up just short of the program’s
first state title.  

See ʻSOCCER,  ̓page 13

PHOTO BY KYLE GLASGOW
Green, above, managed to come out after the rain
delay and allowed only two baserunners in his final
three innings of work.

Golden Tigers sweep Alexandria to set up semifinal showdown with Madison Academy
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Send your guest columns, recipes,
cartoon panels, letters to the editor and other creative submissions to

franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t forget to
visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!

‘SOCCER,’ from page 11
“Juan scores that goal with 30 seconds left in overtime and everyone was

just elated.  It’s just such a great opportunity for everyone on our team, espe-
cially the younger ones we’ve got on the team.  To be able to be a part of
something like that is special,” Stanford said.  “Each of our guys played
tremendously well for us in those crucial spots.  Daniel Juan Francisco,
Elisiano Francisco and Christian Merida all came in off the bench and played
outstanding along with Emmanuel Martinez.  Those four especially did a
great job coming into the game and keeping our level of play where we want-
ed it to be.”

And while they fell in the state championship game by a 2-0 final to Indian
Springs just one day later, make no mistake about it, the Golden Tigers will
be back.

Stanford and his staff already have no trouble garnering interest in the soc-
cer program and for a team that loses only four starters and a plethora of
young up-and-coming talent that will soon be infused into the mix for the
Golden Tigers, this team will be a fixture in the final four for years to come.

“When I first got here, a lot of people had never been to a soccer match.
And once we started, and we played those first couple of matches, people
were hooked. Every kid wants to play for a state championship, that’s the
goal.  And as a player you chase that dream and that’s what the kids here
want.  So in a sense we’ve kind of gotten everyone even more fired up for
Russellville soccer moving forward,” Stanford said.  “Our kids are ready to go
right now for next season and I think that they believe that we can go back
next year and we face that team one more time and we feel good about
where we would be at.”
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‘SEMIS,’ from page 11
hope can continue as the Golden Tigers continue to make a deeper push

into the postseason. 
“Rowe didn’t have his

best performances here
recently but his stuff is
still good enough to put
up zeroes on the board
for us. And when he got
behind 2-0 on one guy,
we had already had a
few walks and I just felt
like we couldn’t afford
another freebie right
there,” Heaps said. “And
we had Reed in the pen
warming up for us that
could handle that situa-
tion a little better and it
was a good call because
Reed came in and got
the strikeout and that was
huge for us.”

As the Golden Tigers
turn their attention
towards the Mustangs
this week,

“It’s going to be fun.
This is what you work for
and everything that we’ve done up to this point with the weightlifting, the
practicing, the mental training and everything that we’ve done has been for
this moment,” Heaps said.  “And we are highly prepared for a series like
this.  We just have to relax and do what we do.  Madison Academy is a
very experienced team but it’s going to be a great matchup.  We’ve faced
some really good pitching this season and I feel like we’re ready for what-
ever is thrown at us.  It doesn’t matter to me who we play or where we
play. All that matters is how we play.”



Dempsey was simply perfect in the Lady
Bulldogs area tournament opening win over
Phillips.  The senior righthander went five
innings allowing no one to reach while strik-
ing out 15 in the win for a perfect game.
Dempsey again struck out 15 in the next area
game for the Lady Bulldogs against
Hackleburg before striking out nine in the
area tournament title game.  All told,
Dempsey finished her week with 39 strike-
outs in 21 innings pitched while only allow-
ing one earned run in the tournament.

Emma Dempsey
Senior, Pitcher

Belgreen
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