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Shadow Brook
neighborhood hosts
District 10’s first
Neighbor Day
SEE PAGE 4

South Bay parents
hesitant about
COVID-19 
vaccine for kids
SEE PAGE 9

SEE OUR LISTINGS OF LOCAL REALTORS, CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING AND HOME IMPROVEMENT ADVERTISEMENTS INSIDE THE BACK COVER

Laura’s Law:
Key tool in approach regarding

homelessness, mental health issues 
in our community — SEE PAGE 11

T
he Almaden Community
Center’s grounds need
some sprucing up, so

volunteers are needed for
Clean‐Up Day on Saturday,
June 5 at 8:45 a.m. 

Volunteers are encouraged
to bring a filled water bottle,
snacks; and wear closed toe
shoes. Tools and instructions
will be provided. All Covid‐19
protocols will be followed, so
wear your face coverings. 

The Volunteer Service Agreement is required
and you must bring the form with you. Request
the form by email: Parkvolunteer@sanjoseca.gov
with the date and location of your registered event.

All persons under 17 must have a parent or
guardian signature.

To register as a volunteer for Clean‐up Day, use
this link: https://tinyurl.com/pfedjk8w 

Almaden Community Center Clean-up Day June 5

By Jeanette Gibson
Special to the Times

T
he Leland High School Charg‐
ers Water Polo Team has fin‐
ished the season with a per‐

fect 5‐0 record, and an overall 7‐2
record with a shortened nine‐game
schedule.

The Chargers entered the sea‐
son with a relatively young squad,
having graduated nine seniors from
last year's BVAL champion and CCS
Division 1 semifinalist team.  

Leland led the season with the
help of top scorers, including Jun‐
ior driver Ayden Ross, who scored
37 goals, sophomore driver Jack
Gibson who led the team in assists
(18) and steals (19), and freshman
goalie Tre Harrup who tallied 48
saves.

"In a year where we weren't sure
sports would happen, it was great
to be able to get in the water and
compete with other schools," said
Leland Boys Coach Evin Wieser.
"I'm proud of the hard work these
boys put in to get 'game ready'.
Water polo is a tough sport and
they really showed up and worked
hard as a team."

Several Chargers were awarded
end‐of season honors.  Ross was

named BVAL Junior of the Year.
Harrup was named Freshman and
Goalie of the Year. Sophomore Jack
Gibson, Senior Trey Philips and
Sophomore Michael Sher were
awarded First Team All‐League
Honors. Senior Colin Wein and
Sophomore Ved Iyer were named
Second Team All‐League Honors.

"We were a young team, but we
worked hard to gel together and

See WATER POLO, page 7

Senior class 2021 serves 2,469
hours of community service 

By Stephanie Schweizer
Special to the Times

T
he French Proverb ‘Wherev‐
er life plants you bloom with
grace’ was the theme for the

Class of 2021’s Almaden Blossom
Valley Chapter National Charity
League (NCL) Senior Recognition,

which was held recently at Hakone
Estate and Gardens. 

NCL is a nonprofit organization
comprised of mothers and daugh‐
ters who are committed to its three
pillars: community service, leader‐
ship development and cultural expe‐
riences. 

This socially distanced celebra‐
tion, held in accordance with COVID‐

19 guidelines, was the first time the
Class of 2021 has been together
since prior to the start of the pan‐
demic and marked the culmination
of the senior class serving 2,469
hours of community service over
the course of the past six years.

Seven different high schools are
represented by the Class of 2021,

See SENIORS, page 5

Almaden Blossom Valley Chapter of the National 
Charity League holds annual Senior Recognition event

Top Row (L to R): Anna Ashe, Alyssa Blodgett, Chloe Case, Natalie Clark, Mahlia Gonzales, Grace Harrison, Gabriella Lau.
Middle Row (L to R): Ava Leonard, Charlotte Martinson, Kaylee Ness, Marisa Panella, Madison Phan. Bottom Row (L to R):
Paige Rosckes, Kayla Schnittker, Sammy Schweizer, Shelby Scott, Ally Suzuki, Mariana Villalovoz, Madeleine Wing.

Tre Harrup, freshman, was named Goalie of the Year.

Leland High School captures 
Blossom Valley Athletic League 
(BVAL) Mount Hamilton Division
Boy's Water Polo title 

Ayden Ross - First Team All League
and MVP recipient.
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By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer 

C
ars lined up waiting to access
a row of dumpsters as Coun‐
cilmember Matt Mahan led a

live/online hybrid edition of his
Chat with Matt series, standing
beneath towering redwood trees  

This was all part of District 10’s
Neighbor Day kickoff on May 22 in
the Shadow Brook neighborhood
of Almaden Valley. The day began
with a coffee social followed by
Mahan’s presentation.

The Shadow Brook community

appreciated Mahan’s efforts.
Meera Desai, Homeowner’s

Association board vice president
social, said it was great to be able
to connect with the councilmem‐
ber. 

“We’re really appreciative of him
taking the time to spend a Satur‐
day with us,” Desai said, “and hav‐
ing the opportunity to have the
dumpsters here is fantastic. It’s a
great service that he’s brought for
us.”

Mahan said he wants to make
neighborhoods feel more con‐
nected. 

“We know when people know
one another, it makes the neigh‐
borhood safer and healthier and a
better place to live,” Mahan said.
“Part of the idea was to bring out
coffee and donuts and give people
an excuse to meet their neighbors.”

As Dumpster Days are popular
events, Mahan said his staff rec‐
ommended going neighborhood‐
by‐neighborhood to update resi‐
dents on local issues and put the
dumpsters out. They are planning
to visit Vista Park next, adding a
neighborhood beautification proj‐
ect. 

“We’re trying to bring people
together, get them engaged in their
neighborhood, understand what’s
going on at City Hall, know how
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they can participate and provide a
service,” Mahan said.

Everything from old furniture,
mattresses, counter tops, and car‐
peting to hardware, toilets, glass
and building supplies can go in the
dumpsters; even lawn mowers,
plastic toys and packing Styrofoam.

Andy Chiu said he appreciated
the city creating this event and
would like to see it happen regu‐
larly. 

“It’s good to clean up the house
and have a place to put all the stuff
you don’t need anymore,” Chiu said.
“Sometimes you see stuff on the
highway, like sofas. If dumpsters
were more available, you’d see less
of it.”

Stanley Xu said it’s a great con‐
venience and hopes some of the
things can be reused.

The Shadow Brook community
also relished the chance to get
together with neighbors outdoors. 

“We’re a really tightknit commu‐
nity,” Desai said. “This is one way
we can get together safely and con‐
tinue to beautify our neighborhood.”

Tracy Rodriguez, Homeowner’s
Association board secretary, said
beautifying a community is a social
responsibility.

“Our group works hard to main‐
tain our neighborhood and keep it
looking nice so everyone can enjoy
it,” Rodriguez said. 

In addition to its Homeowner’s
Association, Shadow Brook’s pool
is the glue holding the community
together. With its swim team and
social events, families typically meet
year‐round, especially in the sum‐
mer. Residents said they hope this
summer they can do so again after
sheltering in place for more than a
year.

“It’s been tough with COVID not
being physically together,” said
Rodriguez, “but the social chair has
worked hard to bring us together
during this time with monthly food
trucks and Light up Shadow Brook.”

Light up Shadow Brook started
this year, celebrating a range of cul‐
tures starting with Diwali’s festival
of lights. The Board created a friend‐
ly competition and chose three

homes as light decoration winners,
as well as the top street. 

Rodriguez said the board works
to make the community feel inclu‐
sive.

“I don’t see how you could not
feel that you’re part of something,”
she said. “We all look after each
other in the neighborhood. There’s
comradery and friendship.”

Steve Ferree, Homeowner’s Asso‐
ciation boardmember in charge of
communications, said there’s a rea‐
son Shadow Brook was chosen to
pilot Neighbor Day.

“We’re quite involved with Dis‐
trict 10,” Ferree said. “Members of
Shadow Brook are involved in the
Almaden Valley Community Asso‐
ciation and District 10 Coalition.” 

Ferree said it was great having
Mahan there talking with residents. 

“It turned out very good overall
with the dumpsters and Chat with
Matt,” he said. “We work hard with‐
in Shadow Brook to bring everyone
together.”

Councilmember Matt Mahan held a hybrid live online Chat with Matt in the
Shadow Brook neighborhood of Almaden Valley.

Shadow Brook 
neighborhood 
hosts District 10’s 
first Neighbor Day

Cars lined up to access dumpsters on Neighbor Day, held in the Shadow
Brook community.

Shadow Brook residents said they appreciated the City Hall update as well as
the chance to beautify their neighborhood.

Fireworks Ordinance Workplan –
The San Jose City Council received
an update on the City’s fireworks
workplan. The City recently increased
fines for illegal fireworks and is
studying how to add reporting to the
San José 311 app. The council also
voted unanimously for a Social Host
Ordinance which makes it a violation
for an individual to host a gathering
at which fireworks are used. 

Sanctioned Encampments – Due to
the costs and legal liability involved
with sanctioned encampments, The
San Jose City Council voted to reaf-
firm the “setbacks and services”
strategy Concilmember Matt Mahan
proposed earlier this year. This
approach protects sensitive areas
where encampments will not be
allowed, including schools, and
improves services, such as toilets
and trash removal, for people who
aren’t camped in those areas. 

Illegal Dumping – The San Jose
City Council voted to increase fines
for illegal dumping to $10,000. Pre-
viously, fines were set at $2,500 for
the first offense, $5,000 for the sec-
ond, and $10,000 for the third. To
avoid fines and help keep San José
and your home clean, residents are
encouraged to use the City’s free
junk pickup service by using the
San José 311 app.
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Seniors
Continued from page 1
including Branham, Leigh, Leland, Lincoln,
Mitty, Notre Dame and Pioneer. 

The 19 seniors recognized at the event
include: Anna Ashe, Alyssa Blodgett, Chloe
Case, Natalie Clark, Mahlia Gonzales, Grace
Harrison, Gabriella Lau, Ava Leonard, Char‐
lotte Martinson, Kaylee Ness, Marisa Panel‐
la, Madison Phan, Paige Rosckes, Kayla Schnit‐
tker, Sammy Schweizer, Shelby Scott, Ally
Suzuki, Mariana Villalovoz and Madeleine
Wing. 

The evening kicked off with a welcome
from NCL President Chantal Adam who dur‐
ing the event referred to the “resilience of
the Class of 2021” despite the challenges they
have faced throughout the year. Mothers and
daughters were formally introduced, the girls
walking over a bridge to meet their moms
with a rose in hand. The central part of the
evening focused on individual reflections
where the girls spoke about volunteer, cul‐
tural and social experiences related to NCL
and emphasized how NCL helped shape them
into who they are now. 

Senior Ava Leonard reflected on her six
years of volunteering, stating that through
NCL she “was able to help unite others and
make a difference in their lives while spend‐
ing time with my mom.” These girls made a
difference in countless ways, such as by help‐
ing children and families in need, spending
time with the elderly and packing care pack‐
ages sent overseas to members of the mili‐
tary. All of the girls expressed deep appre‐
ciation for their mothers and families who
supported and encouraged them.

Co‐Presidents of the Class of 2021,
Madeleine Wing and Mahlia Gonzales,
thanked all of the moms for empowering the
girls “with the skills and confidence to lead,
to model graciousness and responsibility,

while serving others with humility.” They
further stated that “NCL has provided us with
a strong foundation to continue our leader‐
ship and service in college and beyond.”

The Senior Recognition was co‐chaired by
Erin Blodgett and Holly Case, who skillfully
included all of the mothers in the event plan‐
ning while they carefully managed every
detail, all while ensuring the event would be
safe despite the ever‐changing COVID‐19
restrictions. The phrase ‘it takes a village’
well represents the combined efforts of the
Class of 2021 moms who each diligently per‐
formed their assigned jobs, all with one goal
in mind: to ensure the Class of 2021’s sen‐
ior recognition event would reflect the spir‐
it of the graduating seniors.

The girls were treated to a video of photo
stills, including baby and senior photos and
photos of the girls volunteering throughout
their NCL journey, and viewed each other’s
memory boards which showcased the per‐
sonality of each girl. The event ended with
the girls joining their fathers for a sentimental
father daughter dance to Frank Sinatra’s song
‘The Way You Look Tonight.’

The Class of 2021 has bloomed with grace
and these accomplished girls will go on to
represent the local community in a variety
of colleges and will continue to serve wher‐
ever life plants them. Each of these girls leaves
an immense legacy for the younger girls of
the Almaden Blossom Valley NCL chapter to
aspire to.

Poll: Majority of California’s
Asian Americans fear
physical violence

California Community Poll shows shift in
attitude toward anti‐Asian racism

Californians are acknowledging that Asian
Americans experience discrimination, and an
overwhelming majority of Asian Americans
report that they fear becoming victims of hate‐
based violence, according to a new survey.

The California Community Poll, which sur‐
veys Californians about politics, race and cur‐
rent events, found that 70 percent of Califor‐
nians agree that Asians are “frequently or
sometimes” discriminated against.

The conclusion of the poll marks a “sub‐
stantial shift” in perceptions and experiences
of discrimination among the group, up from
55 percent last year.  

There has also been a dramatic shift among
Asian American respondents, with about 79
percent saying their community experiences
discrimination, as compared to just 63 per‐
cent last year.

“This increase in awareness — as horrible
as the reason for the awareness is — it gives
us the chance to talk about what solutions to
this could be,” said Nancy Yap, executive direc‐
tor of the Center for Asian Americans Unit‐
ed for Self Empowerment, one of the poll’s
sponsoring organizations. “We’re all afraid
of this, we’re all in this together, so how do
we start to change what race relations look

like in California?”
The organization Stop AAPI Hate has

received 6,603 reports of anti‐Asian incidents
across the U.S. since then, more than 2,000 of
which took place so far in 2021, according to
a new report released Thursday. About 65
percent of the incidents involve verbal harass‐
ment, and 13 percent involve physical assault.
Forty percent of the incidents were reported
in California. 

Recent incidents in the Bay Area, have
shocked local Asian‐American communities,
resulting in San Jose and Oakland, communi‐
ty leaders forming patrols to protect Asian‐
American residents. 

Max Pendl of Almaden Valley
named to SNHU Dean's List

Max Pendl of Almaden Valley has been
named to Southern New Hampshire Univer‐
sity's Winter 2021 Dean's List. 

Full‐time students who have earned a min‐
imum grade‐point average of 3.500 to 3.699
are named to the Dean's List. 

Southern New Hampshire University
(SNHU) is a private, nonprofit institution with
an 88‐year history of educating traditional‐
aged students and working adults. Now serv‐
ing more than 150,000 learners worldwide,
SNHU offers approximately 200 accredited
undergraduate, graduate and certificate pro‐
grams, available online and on its 300‐acre
campus. 



Is your yard drought ready?
Valley Water rebates can
help make the change!

By Barbara Keegan
Valley Water Director, District 2

A
s you likely noticed, the past winter was very dry, leav‐
ing most of Santa Clara County in a drought. Con‐
serving water today allows us to be in the best con‐

dition possible if we move into an extended period of drought.
We can all do our part by reducing the amount of water we
use.

Given that at least half of the water in a typical Santa Clara
County home is used outdoors, making sure your yard is
drought‐ready is a great way to help the environment and
save money on your water bill. If you enjoy having a gar‐
den, I invite you to consider including beautiful drought‐
resistant California native plants in your landscape and using
water‐wise irrigation systems.

Our Landscape Rebate Program can help you transform
your thirsty yard into a beautiful drought‐ready landscape

and make your irrigation equipment more efficient. So far,
nearly 10,000 residents and businesses have already par‐
ticipated in the program.

Homeowners can get $3,000 and businesses $60,000
to convert

We offer $100 for every 100 square feet of lawn you con‐

vert, for a maximum of $3,000 for homes and $60,000 for
businesses and institutions. Visit www.watersavings.org to
get started and apply for your rebate.

As we ask you to get ready for the potential of an extend‐
ed drought, we are also getting ready. Valley Water is prepar‐
ing for climate change and the threat of more frequent and
severe droughts by investing in technology and infrastruc‐
ture now. We are in the process of rebuilding the dam that
holds back our largest reservoir, Anderson, to that it can
safely withstand an earthquake. We are exploring expand‐
ing our water reuse efforts through recycled and purified
water technology that can provide millions of gallons of
water per day of high‐quality, drought‐resilient water for
drinking and non‐drinking purposes.

Every drop saved today is water that’s available for the
future. So, please consider reducing your water usage by
replacing a water‐thirsty lawn with a beautiful landscape.
Your yard will look gorgeous, and you will know that you
are saving water and money and helping us all be ready for
this and future droughts.
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Our Landscape Rebate Program can help you transform your thirsty
yard into a beautiful drought-ready landscape.

Op-ed

Do you really appreciate
what you have?
By Bryan Golden

L
ife is filled with challenges. There are many external cir‐
cumstances outside of your control. The weather, actions
of others, the economy, and politics are just a few exam‐

ples. However, your response to these circumstances is com‐
pletely within your control. You chose your thoughts, emo‐
tions, and actions.

Two people can exhibit completely different reactions to
the same situation. One person will successfully deal with the
circumstances, while the other becomes enmeshed in nega‐
tive emotions. Unfortunately, it is more common for people
to focus on the negative instead of the positive.

How you view your life influences your mindset. A positive
view creates a positive attitude, while a negative view leads
to a negative attitude. People with a positive attitude are much
better at coping with stress and challenges.

Although there are many factors contributing to how you
react to situations beyond your control, one of the most sig‐
nificant components is whether or not you appreciate what
you currently have in your life.

Those who truly appreciate all of their blessings feel as if
they have more than enough. Conversely, people who con‐
stantly focus on what they believe is lacking continually feel
they never have enough.

Taking all you have for granted is too easy because you get
lost in negativity. Not appreciating what you have until it’s
gone is too common. Air, water, and food are ignored when
plentiful. Yet, you surely appreciate any of them which are in
short supply.

Think about how the quality of your life would suffer with
the loss of any component you may be taking for granted. This
approach also helps you keep things in perspective. Through‐
out the world, there are too many people struggling to acquire
all of the things you may be taking for granted.

No positive aspect of your life is too small to appreciate.
Each and every day must be cherished. Begin each day by
reviewing a list of everything you are thankful for. Start by
appreciating that you woke up. Appreciate what you see and
hear. Appreciate the food you eat. Appreciate where you live.
Appreciate family and friends.  Look in awe at the seeming‐
ly endless miracles in nature.

Life is not a contest. Don’t compare yourself to others. Some‐
one who seems to have more does not diminish what you
have. Also, there are numerous examples of people living very
spartan lifestyles who are happy and content.

Appreciate your ability to control your thoughts, emotions,
and actions. You are not a victim. You decide how to respond
to circumstances. You can find solutions for problems, or you
can find problems in every situation. 

Decide beforehand to have a positive response to whatever
Continued, next page
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Water polo
Continued from page 1
pull out some competitive wins
against Willow Glen and Pioneer,"
said Ayden Ross, junior and team
captain. "We are excited to com‐
pete this Summer for club season,
and come back strong in the Fall."

For any interested player, at any
level, from any school in the area,
the San Jose Almaden (SJA) Water
Polo Club is operating with train‐
ing and tournament play. All prac‐
tices and games are operated
under full CDC and Santa Clara
County guidelines. 

Due to the pandemic caused
shortened season, there were no
CCS playoffs or a single game win‐
ner. Instead, the league winner
was based on the overall record
for the season. Leland High School
had the best record with 5‐0 league
games with an overall 7‐2 record.  

Here are the dates and scores
of the 5 league games:

Win over Lincoln HS 17‑6
(March 17)  

Win over Sobrato HS 19‑13
(March 31)  

Win over Willow Glen HS 12‑
10 (April 2)  

Win over Pioneer HS 13‑10
(April 7)

Win over Santa Teresa 17‑8
(April 14).

The Chargers entered the season with a relatively young squad, having graduated nine seniors from last year's BVAL champion and CCS Division 1 semifinalist team.  

Op Ed, continued
circumstances you encounter. A
response is preplanned and thought
out. A reaction, on the other hand,
is spontaneous and emotional. 

A positive response should
always be appreciated because it
enables you to find the best course
of action, while keeping you calm.
A positive mindset leads to greater
happiness and reduced stress. Your
positive attitude generates positive
emotions.

Appreciate humor and its won‐
derfully beneficial effects. Humor
boosts your immune system,
relieves pain, produces endorphins,
reduces stress, and stimulates many
internal organs. Humor clears your
mind and helps you feel better.

Look for the humor which exists
in most situations. There is usual‐
ly some funny perspective in the
circumstances you encounter.
Humor is a great coping mecha‐
nism, not insensitivity. The more
you laugh, the more you’ll appreci‐
ate the good in your life.

Develop and cultivate an attitude
of gratitude for appreciating all of
the good in your life. There is no pos‐
itive aspect of your life too small to
appreciate. You’ll be happier and
healthier while increasing your
enjoyment of life.

Bryan is the author of "Dare to
Live Without Limits."  Contact Bryan
at Bryan@columnist.com or visit
www.DareToLiveWithoutLimits.com
Copyright 2021 Bryan Golden



By William Bellou
Publisher

Santa Clara Valley Transporta‐
tion Authority has a new leader at
its helm, Carolyn Gonot.

The transit agency’s board’s
unanimous selection of VTA veter‐
an Gonot to become its new CEO
and general manager last Friday
comes after several months of delib‐
eration. She previously worked for
the transit company for more than
20 years.

Gonot said she’s aware of the
many challenges VTA faces and
wants to make sure VTA’s rider‐
ship comes back. She served as
interim chief officer, helping the
organization make improvements

following the passage of the coun‐
ty’s 2016 Measure B half‐cent sales
tax which provides a 30‐year rev‐
enue source of more than $6 bil‐
lion.

“COVID knocked many of the
transit agencies down, but it did
not knock us out,” she said. “I look
forward to renewing our commit‐
ment and building back even bet‐
ter as we come out of the restric‐
tions we’ve been living under for
the past 14 months.”

Gonot served as Utah Transit
Authority’s first female executive
director in 2019, managing a dis‐
trict covering six counties with an
operating budget of $336 million
and a capital budget of $255 mil‐

lion.  
VTA faces a sea of change and a

tough recruitment process follow‐
ing Fernandez’s departure. Gonot
is replacing VTA General Counsel
Evelynn Tran, who was tapped in

January to serve as interim gener‐
al manager and CEO. Also, in Janu‐
ary, Nuria Fernandez was chosen
to serve in the Biden administra‐
tion as acting administrator of the
Federal Transit Administration. 
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By Mike Wasserman
County Supervisor

S
anta Clara County is now in
the least restrictive "Yellow
Tier" under the State’s

guidelines! 
The County’s vaccination rates

are among the high‐
est in the nation, as
more than 75% of
County residents 16
and older have
received at least one
dose of the vaccine. 

County Health Offi‐
cer Dr. Sara Cody’s
new health Order
retires most remain‐
ing local rules, includ‐
ing requirements that
businesses maximize
the number of staff
who are teleworking.
The County is also
supporting the State’s
decision to wait until June 15 to
align with the most recent CDC
masking and social distancing
guidelines. 

Vaccines for youths 12 to 15
COVID‐19 vaccination eligibility

has been expanded to youth ages
12 to 15. 

Appointments can now be sched‐
uled through the County’s website
below, which also includes infor‐
mation about numerous drop‐in
vaccination sites throughout the
County. 

This expansion of eligibility fol‐
lows the CDC Director’s adoption
of the Advisory Committee on
Immunization Practices’ recom‐
mendation endorsing its safety.
Youth between 12 to 17‐years‐old
need to provide a signed consent
form from a parent or legal
guardian. 

For County‐operated sites, the
consent form is available online.
The County will continue its expan‐
sive efforts to ensure equitable
access to the vaccine for those com‐
munities hardest hit by COVID‐19.
We also are partnering with schools
and other community organiza‐
tions to provide drop‐in vaccina‐
tion clinics in communities that
have experienced disproportion‐
ately high rates of COVID‐19 cases,
and the County’s robust outreach

efforts will continue with this
expansion of eligibility. 

There are thousands of appoint‐
ments available throughout the
County at dozens of locations. For
the latest information about COVID‐
19 vaccinations in Santa Clara

County, visit: sccFree‐
Vax.org

Budget update
As we move for‐

ward on the path to
normalcy, the Board
of Supervisors will be
holding budget hear‐
ings the week of June
14th. 

The Recommend‐
ed $9 Billion Budget
for FY 2021‐22 pre‐
pares the County to
operate more effec‐
tively in a post‐COVID
world and balances
new initiatives with

caution for potential pitfalls. Last
year’s budget included cost reduc‐
tions that addressed the County’s
structural deficit, but risks and con‐
cerns still exist. 

The pandemic’s long‐term
impact on County operations is not
clear, which is why I am advocat‐
ing for a cautious and prudent
approach as we move forward.
Some of the variables creating
uncertainty are the timing, allow‐
able uses and dollar amounts for
the American Rescue Plan dis‐
bursements, which are currently
unknown. Additionally, excess
ERAF funds (Educational Revenue
Augmentation Funds) are still at
risk with possible State legislative
changes that could significantly
impact the County. 

The County budget reflects the
vast and vital services provided
daily to our 2 million residents from
children’s health care to meals for
seniors, libraries, parks, homeless
services, housing, hospitals and
clinics, jails and criminal justice.
Additionally, in an effort to help
small businesses on their path to
recovery, the current proposed
budget also includes a $19 million
small business loan program. 

The County’s budgeting process
is public and can be viewed online
the week of June 14th.

VTA Board of Directors selects
Carolyn Gonot as new CEO 

Carolyn Gonot is VTA’s
top choice for CEO 
and general manager:
“COVID knocked many
of the transit agencies
down, but it did not
knock us out.”

County
Report
Mike Wasserman,

County Supervisor

SANTA CLARA COUNTY 

County reaches least 
restrictive yellow tier thanks
to high vaccination rates



South Bay parents
hesitant about COVID-
19 vaccine for kids

By Lorraine Gabbert
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

Most parents in a new survey said no to immediately get‐
ting their kids vaccinated against COVID‐19.

The survey by Invisibly found 74% of parents will either
wait or not vaccinate their kids against the coronavirus. Only
26% of parents said they will have their children inoculat‐
ed right away, 41% will wait a few months and 33% will
not have their kids vaccinated.

Invisibly conducts real‐time polling to harness data. The
firm surveyed 1,258 parents nationally from March 25 to
29, asking them if and when they’d get their kids vaccinat‐
ed. It also asked the ages of the children and parents.

Invisibly Realtime Research surveys appear on web pages in
place of ads. They are optional, ensuring voluntary participation.

Laura Vestal, vice president of marketing at Invisibly, said
the vaccine is a hot topic, especially when it comes to children. 

“Parents are extremely cautious when it comes to their
kids,” Vestal said.

The survey results come as the FDA this week approved
emergency use authorization of the Pfizer vaccine for chil‐
dren ages 12 to 15. The approval is just in time for students
to be vaccinated before starting in‐person learning in the fall.

The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) states that Pfiz‐
er’s vaccine is “safe and 100% effective” for this age group.

Pfizer will seek FDA vaccine approval for children ages 2‐
11 in September, and for ages six months to 2 years later
this year, AAP states. Moderna is also doing clinical testing
with children ages 6 months through 17 years.

AAP has pushed for pediatric vaccines as more than 3.85
million children nationally have tested positive for COVID
as of May 6. More than 14,849 children have been hospi‐
talized and at least 297 children have died from the virus.
Children represent 14% of the country’s COVID cases with
5,121.5 cases per 100,000 children, AAP states.

President Joe Biden said he is challenging states to vacci‐
nate as many adolescents as possible by July 4. In addition
to regular vaccination sites, vaccines for children will be
available through pediatricians and family physicians.

But parents remain concerned about the newness of COVID
vaccines as well as possible side effects, Vestal said. Although
she couldn’t wait to get the vaccine for herself, Vestal said
she is hesitant about having her 3‐ and 7‐year‐olds receive
it.  “It’s also what’s happening in the news,” she said. “With
the pausing of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, the first thing
that came to my mind was…if my kids had it, I would’ve been
nervous.”

Invisibly’s survey found the age of kids played a big role
in parents’ willingness to have them vaccinated, with par‐
ents being more concerned about side effects on younger
children. About 9% of parents are willing to have children
from newborns up to age 5 vaccinated, Vestal said, while
24% of parents are willing to have children ages 14‐17
receive the shot. 

Invisibly’s COVID vaccination survey found the younger the child, 
the less inclined parents were to have them get the vaccine. Image
courtesy of Invisibly.

The age of parents also played a big role. The younger the
parents, the survey showed, the more willing they were to
vaccinate their kids. Sixty‐three percent of parents ages 18‐
24 were in favor of it, while 74% of parents over 55 said
they didn’t want to have their kids vaccinated, Vestal said.

The national survey appears to mirror the views of many
South Bay residents.

See VACCINE, page 10
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A 'VACCINES ONLY' sign is displayed outside the room where health
care workers are receiving the first doses of the COVID-19 vaccine at
O'Connor Hospital in San Jose, Calif. Photo by Vicente Vera. 



By Angela Copeland
Special to the Times

W
hen you look at
it, the numbers
are staggering.

Workers are looking to
change jobs during or
after the pandemic at a very high
rate. A number of surveys have
been conducted on the topic, and
somewhere between thirty‐five
and sixty‐five percent of all
employees plan to find a new job
soon. 

One of the top reasons cited is
corporate culture. The pandemic
has drawn out for over a year. Not
all companies have handled the
situation well. Some have forced
employees into endless meetings,

or have been unforgiv‐
ing with personal mat‐
ters. The experience has
been especially isolat‐
ing for young employ‐
ees who may be home
alone, without an option

to socialize with coworkers or
even to go out with friends. 

Many organizations have failed
to recognize how tough working
from home in this situation can
be. Although, in fairness, those at
the top are likely struggling with
their own pandemic challenges.
In the end, employees whose
employers haven't handled COVID
well have had enough. They're
ready to move on. 

In addition, many people have

found added balance during this
crazy time. They are reprioritiz‐
ing what's important to them.
They are no longer interested in
the corporate rat race or working
themselves to the bone. These
employees are not only looking to
switch companies, they're look‐
ing to switch careers completely.
They want to do something dif‐
ferent, and something that better
suits their personal values and
priorities. 

Similarly, many workers have
taken advantage of the work from
home situation the pandemic has
provided. They've left expensive
cities and have moved closer to
family. Many of those workers are
not interested to return to the city

or to the office anytime soon.
They're now looking for perma‐
nently remote jobs. 

This change will present inter‐
esting opportunities for employ‐
ees. The more people who change
jobs, the more jobs will be avail‐
able. And, all of this change may
in fact give job seekers the upper
hand. They may be considered for
roles they were previously
thought to be less than qualified
for. And, employers will be forced
to be more competitive with
regards to benefits such as work
from home. 

Today, some candidates are
interviewing all the way to the
offer stage. Then, if the company
is unwilling to allow them to work
from home permanently, the can‐
didate is walking away. This is
something we never would have

talked about two years ago,
because the strategy would have
had little chance of working. But,
today, companies are being forced
to rethink work from home in
order to remain competitive. 

What are you doing to prepare?
This is an unprecedented time.
With that, there may also be
unprecedented opportunities. If
you've thought of looking for a
new job, it's time to get your
resume and LinkedIn profile in
order. If you want to switch
careers completely, take an inven‐
tory of your transferrable skills.
Set up networking calls, and get
yourself back out there. 

Angela Copeland, a career expert
and founder of Copeland Coaching,
can be reached at copelandcoach‑
ing.com.
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Vaccine
Continued from page 9

San Jose residents said on Nextdoor that even if they were immu‐
nized themselves, they are not comfortable giving their children the
COVID vaccine. Some, like Valery An Joaquim, expressed concerns with
the lack of a long‐term study of side effects.

Invisibly’s COVID vaccination survey found parents age 55+ were less likely
to have their children get the vaccine. Image courtesy of Invisibly.   

Sogol Matin, 36, who has three kids under 5 years old, said COVID‐
19 vaccines are unnecessary for kids due to the high survival rate and
low infections in children from COVID.  “My kids are fully vaccinated
for all mandatory vaccines,” Matin said. “However, I will not vaccinate
my kids with this experimental COVID‐19.”

Some residents are undecided. Joy Etraude said she may wait as her
children are both under 6 years old.  “I would not want them to have
the same reaction I did when I got mine,” Etraude said.

Kryis Lindseth Reed, 49, said she will wait to have her 10‐year‐old
daughter and 12‐year‐old son vaccinated until she sees what side effects
children in those age groups suffer.  “I want to know more before decid‐
ing,” she said, “but I am not against vaccines.”

But others like Deneen Marie want their children vaccinated right
away.  “Why would you want your child to get sick with something that
could have been avoided?” she said.  Kids or not, vaccine hesitancy is
not uncommon in Silicon Valley.  Newly‐released data shows one in 10
Santa Clara County residents are refusing a COVID‐19 vaccine due to
fear of side effects or safety concerns, misinformation and scheduling
issues—a problem that county health officials are quickly trying to
ameliorate.

The top three reasons why county residents are saying no to vac‐
cines are fear of side effects or safety concerns, not having done enough
research and not having enough time or availability, the survey found. 

Erin Fitzgerald said she understands people’s hesitancy, but contracting
the virus can result in cognitive dysfunction, shortness of breath, fatigue,
muscle pain, headaches, dizziness and more.

“Well after the virus has cleared,” she said, “some cannot walk with‐
out getting winded, and even simple tasks like brushing hair can be
exhausting. I will vaccinate my child.”

CAREER COLUMN

Pandemic Purge: Employees 
looking to leave at record rates 
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By Matt Mahan
Special to the Times

W
e’ve hit some major
milestones as May
comes to a close.

While I’m writing this before
Tuesday’s pivotal vote, by the
time you read this, the Coun‐
ty Board of Supervisors will
have voted on whether or not
to implement Laura’s Law. Also
known as assisted outpatient
treatment (AOT), Laura’s Law
is court‐ordered mental health
care for community members
who most need it.

This vote has been 20 years
in the making. On January 10th, 2001, Laura
Wilcox, the law’s namesake, was killed by
a man who had not received sufficient treat‐
ment for his severe mental illness. Follow‐
ing her parents’ advocacy, California passed
Laura’s Law, allowing individual counties
to opt into AOT programs. So far, 20 coun‐
ties have done so, including four in the Bay
Area. Many community advocates, includ‐
ing my predecessor former Councilmem‐
ber Johnny Khamis, have lobbied tireless‐
ly for years to bring AOT to Santa Clara
County.

Laura’s Law aims to care for a targeted
subset of people: individuals suffering from
severe mental illness who have experienced
repeated visits to jail cells and emergency
rooms yet continue to refuse treatment.
Some of these community members, many
of whom are unhoused, suffer from anosog‐
nosia – the inability to perceive their own
condition. They don’t know they need help.

While the County offers plenty of volun‐

tary treatment options, they
offer no value to those who
refuse help. This has led to the
unintended consequence of
making jails a primary
provider of mental health care. 

San Francisco implemented
Laura’s Law in 2014 and has
seen great success. A March
2019 three‐year evaluation by
the San Francisco Health Net‐
work found that, among other
positive indicators, 91% of
patients experienced reduced
psychiatric hospitalization and
88% spent less time incarcer‐
ated. Overall public dollars

spent per Laura’s Law patient decreased
by 83% compared with pre‐treatment fig‐
ures.

Laura’s Law is far from being the only
solution to homelessness or mental health
issues in our community, but it would be
a key tool in the “yes, and...” approach that
we need. 

We also need to ensure that Laura’s Law
is implemented humanely and effectively.
I propose creating an independent over‐
sight commission made up of individuals
and family members with relevant lived
experience, mental health experts, case
managers, and others who can ensure that
the AOT program is administrated prop‐
erly and achieving positive outcomes.

In other milestone news, Santa Clara
County has entered the Yellow Tier for the
first time! This progress wouldn’t be pos‐
sible without you doing your part by get‐
ting vaccinated. Personally, I’ll be hitting
the two‐week post‐vaccination mark over
the weekend before this hits the (digital)
presses, just in time for our office’s first
Neighbor Day in Shadow Brook.

We have a lot to look forward to, but only
if we keep looking out for each other and
working together to build a better normal.
My team and I are honored to serve our
District 10 neighbors as we build that future.
As always, feel free to reach out to us at
district10@sanjoseca.gov.

District 10
Report
Matt Mahan

Councilmember,
District 10

Councilmember Matt Mahan speaks at a press conference about Laura’s Law.

Laura’s Law a key tool in approach
regarding homelessness, mental
health issues in our community

Laura’s Law aims to care for 
a targeted subset of people: 
individuals suffering from
severe mental illness who have
experienced repeated visits to
jail cells and emergency rooms
yet continue to refuse treatment. 
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Thinking of selling? 
27+ yrs. experience

William Bailon Singh
Broker/Owner
408-859-9722

DRE 01086284

SHAWN ANSARI
& SAHAR BINESH

(408) 529-4574
shawn.ansari@compass.com

(408) 348-9197
sahar.binesh@compass.com

MARK & MADELINE
CHIAVETTA

(408) 425-2848
www.thechiavettas.com
info@thechiavettas.com

Your Realtor ad
here: just $89!

Call now to place 
your ad by phone: 
(408) 494-7000

Smith Named to
Dean's List at Iowa
Wesleyan University

Zoi Smith of Almaden Valley (right) has
been named to the Spring 2021 Dean's List
at Iowa Wesleyan University.

Criteria to be a part of IW's Dean's List
include degree‐seeking students taking 12
or more units per semester with a grade
point average of 3.5 or higher.

Star member of wrestling team gains
award in athletic leadership

Zoi is a 2020 graduate of Leland High
School where she was a member of the
marching band, track and field team, and
the wrestling team. She received many hon‐
ors and awards such as Rookie of the Year
for Wrestling, 4th Place in the Blossom Val‐
ley Athletic League, 2nd Place in the Blos‐
som Valley Athletic League, received the
Pat Tillman Award for Athletic Leadership,
and took 5th placed at the CIF Central Coast
Sectional.

"My older sister, Jezzia Smith, is my biggest

inspiration in life,” Smith said. “She set high
expectations for me following in her shad‐
ow. In middle school, she was one of my only
role models because I was always compared
to her success as a student. From watching
her experiences in school, I picked up the
importance of doing well in school and being
able to get work done.”  

As Southeast Iowa's regional comprehen‐
sive university, Iowa Wesleyan University is
a transformational learning community
whose passion is to educate, empower and
inspire students to lead meaningful lives and
careers. 
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By Lorraine Gabbert
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

M
organ Hill Mayor Rich Constantine
has joined the contest for Santa Clara
County Supervisor Mike Wasser‐

man’s seat.
Constantine joins former councilmember

Johnny Khamis, County Board of Education
President Claudia Rossi and Los Gatos Vice
Mayor Rob Rennie in vying for the District
1 seat on the Santa Clara County Board of
Supervisors. 

Wasserman’s term will end in 2022 after
serving the typically Republican district for
12 years.  The largest of the five districts,
District 1 includes South County, Los Gatos,
Monte Sereno, parts of southern San Jose
and unincorporated areas.

Constantine said he felt it was important
that somebody from South County ran for
the Board of Supervisors to ensure it was
represented.  “Gilroy, Morgan Hill and San
Martin tend to be forgotten sometimes,” he
said.

Constantine said another motivation for
throwing his hat in the ring was his frustration
with a lack of resources from the state for
building affordable homes.  “Morgan Hill per
capita has more below market rate housing
than any city in Northern California,” he said.
“That’s pretty bad that we’re leading the way
per capita.”

In addition to focusing on economic recov‐
ery from COVID, Constantine said the coun‐
ty needs to partner with its cities on issues.
“There are people who get missed in the sys‐
tem,” he said. “That’s where the county comes
in. We can’t fix problems like the homeless
issue by ourselves. It has to be something
we do as a team.”

Morgan Hill Councilmember Rene Spring
said he’s rooting for a candidate who does‐
n’t live in San Jose.  “The areas of Gilroy, San

Martin, Morgan Hill and Los Gatos are so
vastly different than the needs of the city of
San Jose,” Spring said. “They already have
four supervisors. I don’t think they need that
last seat as well.”

Spring said he has a good relationship with
Constantine on the council and likes his
stance on protecting agricultural land and
open space, as well as his support for the
LGBTQ community. He said he respects Con‐
stantine and that he would be “a wonderful
supervisor.”

Former Congressman Mike Honda said
Constantine protected open space in South
County, combatted traffic congestion,
strengthened the workforce and ensured
families had access to healthcare.  “District
1 residents deserve a representative like
Rich who knows the unique issues and
strengths of the district,” Honda said, “and
who can get to work on day one.”

Constantine has served on the Morgan Hill
City Council since 2010 and as mayor since
2018. In addition, he was a firefighter with
the San Jose Fire Department and volun‐
teered with the search and rescue unit of the
United States Air Force Civil Air Patrol.

Morgan Hill Unified School District Board
of Education President Wendy Sullivan said
she supports Constantine for supervisor.
“Our children and families need a champi‐
on on the board who understands that access
to childcare, health services and critical social
service programs are needed throughout
the county and that champion is Rich,” Sul‐
livan said.

Constantine has served on the Santa Clara
Valley Water Commission, Santa Clara Habi‐
tat Conservation Agency and the Santa Clara
Valley Transportation Authority. He is the
committee chair of the Governance, Trans‐
parency & Labor Relation policy committee
for the League of California Cities.

Morgan Hill Mayor Rich Constantine with his wife Andrea and daughter Emma. 
Photo courtesy of Rich Constantine's Twitter page

Morgan Hill Mayor Rich Constantine
running for County Supervisor



Forty causes will each win
a $25,000 grant to assist
their neighborhoods

N
eighbors across the country
will soon have an exciting
opportunity to help change

their communities for the better
through State Farm Neighborhood
Assist®. The program awards
$25,000 grants to 40 nonprofit
organizations to help fund neigh‐
borhood improvement projects.

According to a recent State Farm
research study, one‐quarter of
respondents say that they are
“extremely” or “very” involved in
trying to improve their neighbor‐
hood and six‐in‐ten are trying to
improve their neighborhood in
some capacity. 

State Farm Neighborhood Assist
can be a catalyst for that change.
Here’s how the program works:

Submission Phase: Starts June 2

and ends when 2,000 submissions
are reached.

Individuals can submit a cause at
www.neighborhoodassist.com 
starting June 2. You can prepare
now by going to the website and
downloading the submission guide.
We will accept the first 2,000 sub‐
missions. The State Farm Review
Committee will then narrow the
field to the Top 200 finalists using
a scoring rubric.

Voting Phase: August 18‑27
Ultimately, voters will decide

which community improvement
projects win big. The public will
have a chance to vote 10 times a
day, every day for 10 days, from
August 18‐27, for their favorite

causes from the list of finalists. Vot‐
ing will take place at www.neigh‐
borhoodassist.com.

Winners Announced: Septem‑
ber 29

The 40 causes that receive the
most votes will each win a $25,000
grant. Winners will be announced
on Wednesday, Sept. 29, at
www.neighborhoodassist.com.

“State Farm is pleased to bring
back Neighborhood Assist for its
tenth year,” said Rasheed Merritt,
Assistant Vice President at State
Farm. “This program is all about
building stronger neighborhoods
together. Last year, 145,000 peo‐
ple cast 3.9 million votes in sup‐
port of their favorite causes, select‐
ing winners from small towns and
big cities.”  

Since the program began, more
than 340 causes have received a
total of $9 million to enact change
in their communities.

TECH JARGON 
OF THE WEEK

AI Assistant

H
ave you ever stumbled into
a conversation where every‐
one is speaking around this

“techie” word – and even after
you’ve broken in, it is difficult to
understand the unfamiliar jargon
and acronyms? 

Well, there’s no need to sweat it.
Let me teach you the meaning of
some commonly used tech words:

AI Assistant
Google announced all kinds of

goodies at last year’s Google IO, and
one of the most interesting one was
the AI assistant, Google Duplex.

It is an Artificial Intelligence agent
that can make phone calls for you
– and I don’t mean just dialing the
number. It can hold actual conver‐
sations with real life people, com‐
plete with a natural‐sounding

human voice instead of a robotic
one. 

Google Duplex isn’t designed to
replace humans altogether. It’s
designed to carry out very specif‐
ic tasks in what Google calls “closed
domains”. So, for example, you
wouldn’t ask this AI assistant to call
your mum, but you might ask it to
book a table at a restaurant. 

For the beta version, the assis‐
tant will focus on three kinds of
tasks: making restaurant reserva‐
tions, scheduling hair appoint‐
ments, and finding out businesses’
holiday opening hours.

From the tech perspective, the
AI uses recurrent neural network
(RNN) built using Tensor flow
Extended (TFX). RNN’s are useful
in processing sequential, contex‐
tual information and that makes
them well‐suited for machine learn‐
ing, language modelling and speech
recognition. 

So, what’s so different about this
Assistant? 

Duplex talks like a normal per‐
son, and that makes it a natural
extension to the existing Google
Assistant functionality. For exam‐
ple, supposed you want to book a
table for eight in any Greek restau‐
rant in your vicinity for Saturday.
The assistant would call restau‐
rants on your behalf, hold a con‐
versation and check whether there
is any availability for eight people
for Saturday. If not, the assistant
would call another Greek restau‐
rant and hold a conversation again.
It would arrange the booking and
let you know the confirmation. The
key here is that this is all happen‐
ing in the background. You tell
Google to do something, and it goes
and does it, only reporting back
after the task is complete.

The benefits of using this assis‐
tant are many. People with hear‐
ing disabilities can use duplex to get
some chores done. Also, sometimes
when you travel, you might not
know the local language, but the
duplex knows – so it can converse
in a language you don’t speak. And
it can be asynchronous, so you can
make the request and then go offline
while Google Duplex gets on with
the job: it will report back when
you’re online again. That’s useful
in areas of patchy connectivity, or
if you’re just really, busy.

Artificial Intelligence has come a
long way, and Google duplex is just
one more example of how tech‐
nology can be used to save our time
and make it perform some of our
tasks. 

About the Author
Do you enjoy reading this col‐

umn?  Send in your comments or
feedback to the author at
shub.saxen@gmail.com. Shubhi
Asthana works as a Research Sen‐
ior Software Engineer at the IBM
Almaden Research Center, San Jose.
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State Farm Neighborhood Assist returns for its tenth year
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Commends California Connections
Academy Monterey Bay for 
helping him with flexible 
learning schedules

U
SA Gymnastics announced that Jaylen
Ivey of San Jose, and his partner Amaya
Rogers, have been selected for the U.S.

team that will participate in the World Acro‐
batic Gymnastics Championships at the Ver‐
nets Sports Center in Geneva, Switzerland
June 22‐July 4.

While the pandemic impacted his travel
schedule in 2020, Jaylen’s education went
undisrupted as a competitive acrobatic gym‐
nast enrolled at California Connections Acad‐
emy Monterey Bay—a tuition‐free online
public school serving students in K‐12 across
Monterey, San Benito, San Mateo, Santa Clara,
and Santa Cruz counties.

With flexible scheduling and the oppor‐
tunity to work at his own pace, Jaylen was
able to train for the World Team Trials this
past April—landing 1st place in Jaylen’s cat‐
egory, 12‐19 Mixed Pair, and securing his spot
on the World Team—while making it on the
high honor roll for the first time since ele‐
mentary school. 

The team of Jaylen and Amaya qualifying
for the World Games was announced fol‐
lowing the conclusion of the U.S. Acrobatic

World Team Trials.  They both participated
in the five‐day trials held at the Communi‐
ty Sports and Wellness in Pendleton, Indi‐
ana April 22‐26. 

More than 200 gymnasts representing 24
nations will compete for five World titles up
for grabs at the World Games in Switzer‐
land’s second largest city. Initially planned
for the spring of 2020, the championships
were delayed for a year due to the pandemic.

“If it were not for the incredible flexibili‐
ty that California Connections Academy Mon‐
terey Bay offers, I do not think that I would
have been able to keep up with my school
work and juggle my rigorous training and
competition schedule," Jaylen said. "Thanks
to the flexible schedule I have with the full‐
time virtual school, I’m able to train and com‐
pete at the 27th Acrobatic gymnastics World
Championships in Geneva, Switzerland!"

Acrobatic Gymnastics competition at the
World Championships includes five cate‐
gories ‐ Men’s Pair, Women’s Pair, Mixed
Pair, Women’s Trio, and Men’s Group ‐ as
well as a team competition, meaning a total
of 18 medal sets will be awarded in Geneva. 

Hosting a World Championships in Acro‐
batic Gymnastics is a first for Switzerland, a
nation where Gymnastics is so deeply root‐
ed that school children practice flying rings
as part of their physical education classes. 

The Swiss have embraced Acro, hosting a
World Cup event in previous years, and in
Geneva a Mixed Pair, one of 20 vying for the
podium, will mark the country’s first par‐
ticipation at an Acrobatic Gymnastics World
Championships.

"I am extremely grateful for my generous
teachers at California Connections Academy
Monterey Bay, who have been incredibly
understanding and helpful as I continue my
education while pursuing my dreams in Acro‐
batic gymnastics."

Jaylen Ivey of San Jose to 
participate at World Acrobatic
Gymnastic Games in Switzerland

Jaylen Ivey with his partner Amaya Rogers are shown competing at the 2021 Acrobatic Gymnas-
tics World Team Trials in Pendleton, Indiana, held April 22-26. Photo by Alison Wang



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 16 n ALMADEN TIMES n MAY 28 – JUNE 10, 2021

Times Feature

By Lorraine Gabbert
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

F
our months after terming out of the
California Legislature, former Sen.
Jim Beall is now eyeing a local seat.

But it’s not the San Jose mayor’s race —
a rumor that has followed Beall around for
months. He is considering running for a seat
on the Santa Clara Valley Water District’s
board of directors.

“As an urban planner, city councilmem‐
ber, county supervisor, assemblymember
and senator, I think I can add my experience
to the water board that’s different than what
others can offer,” Beall told San José Spot‐
light. “I can help with their long‐range strate‐
gic planning to provide clean water for their
constituents, deal with the drought and espe‐
cially with state and federal government
relations.”

If elected, Beall would replace Linda
LeZotte in District 4, whose term ends in Dec.
2022.

Beall said he’s always had an interest in
clean creeks and water management and
brings a wide breadth of experience to the
job.  Although he hasn’t made a final deci‐
sion, Beall told San Jose Spotlight he’s look‐
ing at running for the seat “very closely.” In
fact, for the last three months he has been
reviewing the water district’s meeting agen‐
das and budgets.

Beall has been in politics for 40 years. He
entered public office at the age of 28 and
served as a San Jose councilmember, Santa
Clara County supervisor, state assembly
member and senator.

Beall said he brings “great strength” and
new ideas to the board, including plans to
house the homeless living along the creeks
and financing infrastructure, transportation
and water projects. He said he would ensure
projects were on time and on budget.

Terry Christensen, SJSU political science
professor emeritus, who served as Beall’s
faculty advisor when he was an under‐
graduate and has been following Beall’s
career, said he would be a formidable can‐
didate and an activist board member, if elect‐
ed.  “What’s always been impressive about
Jim in public office is that he’s always been
attentive to the needs of his constituents, and
his district…but he always sees the big pic‐
ture, too,” Christensen said.

Beall said he cares about water conser‐
vation and tore up his lawn years ago to
plant native species. A self‐described con‐
servationist, he led an annual cleanup effort
along Los Gatos Creek for about 20 years.
Beall said he is interested in recycling water
and climate change issues.  “We have to
adjust our thinking and planning and listen
to new ideas and approaches,” he said.

Beall said the city’s General Plan in the 70s
and 80s to create parks and trails along
creeks remains unfinished. He said with
sheltering in place, it’s especially important
now to take walks along creeks to keep
healthy.  He said the water district is too iso‐
lated and needs to work more closely with
other government agencies. He would like
it to correct the errors which led to the Coy‐
ote Creek flood. And as an advocate for social
issues, he also sees homelessness, affordable
housing and racial equity as issues the water
district should address.  “The water district
can be profoundly impactful in some of those
areas,” Beall said, “Although, of course, its
meat and potatoes is to maintain the creeks
and clean water.”

Beall said he’s been calling key people to
ask what they think about him running for
the seat, but says he first needs to convince
his wife.  “She likes the idea that it’s local,”
Beall said. “She’s happy about that. Very
happy.”

San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo and state Senator Jim Beall are pictured in this file photo.

POLITICS

What’s former Sen. 
Jim Beall eyeing next?



ALMADEN TIMES n MAY 28 – JUNE 10, 2021 n PAGE 17SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Times Feature

KUDOS

Volunteers make dramatic
transformation on Clean-up 
Day at Cahalan Park May 15 

On Saturday, May 15th, members of Menlo Church Community held a Cahalan Park
Clean‐up Day. 

The church made arrangements with the PRNS Volunteer Management Unit (VMU)
who supplied the tools and equipment and brought in mulch. 

This hard‐working crew removed a large truck worth of weeds and green waste, and
displayed what great teamwork looks like in moving five yards of chip mulch, placing it
around the park sign, the horizontal plant bed, and around the tennis court. 

The amount of work these volunteers faced did not intimidate them one bit and you
can see the dramatic results in these before and after photos. 

BBB: Watch out for
scams when adopting
a rescue dog

D
uring COVID‐19, so many people
adopted dogs that they emptied local
shelters. If you are looking to rescue

a furry friend, watch out for scams target‐
ing people who want to adopt a dog.

How the scam works
You are looking to adopt a dog, and you

find an animal shelter or individual want‐
ing to rehome a puppy. You message them
for more information and receive a con‐
vincing, heart‐tugging backstory. In one
recent BBB Scam Tracker report, a scam‐
mer claimed to be finding a new home for
her poodle after a car accident left her unable
to care for the dog. In other cases, scam‐

mers impersonate real animal shelters.
In this version of the puppy scam, the

scammer may not charge for the dog.
Instead, they ask for a refundable deposit 

See DOG SCAM, page 19



V
alley Water’s main priority remains
providing Santa Clara County with a
reliable supply of safe, clean water for

public health and the economy, especially
as we face extreme drought.

The modest increase in water rates that
was unanimously approved by my fellow
Board Members and I will help pay for emer‐
gency water needed this year to meet
demand and keep groundwater at normal
levels. It will also allow our community to
prepare for droughts and other natural dis‐
asters by bolstering our water conservation
programs, expanding the use of recycled
water and starting work on the Anderson
Dam Seismic Retrofit Project, which will
protect public safety and increase water
storage capacity in the county.

We understand the frustration by many
who see their water bills go up. These deci‐
sions are not made lightly by the Board.
Making these investments now is worth it
to ensure a safe and reliable supply in the
future. The average resident in Santa Clara
County will see an increase ranging from
$4.30 to $4.82 per month in their water bill.

A lot of discussion has taken place recent‐
ly regarding the proposed Pacheco Reser‐
voir Expansion Project. The Board feels it’s
important to do our due diligence and move
forward with completing the Draft Envi‐
ronmental Impact Report in 2021. This will
allow us to decide when to move forward
with the project at a later time based on all
the facts. The water bill impact of including
the Pacheco project in the FY 22 budget is
about .28 cents per month for the average
household.

Also, my fellow Board Members and I
approved the development of a one‐year,
Low‐Income Residential Water Rate Assis‐
tance Program to help low‐income Santa
Clara County households pay their water
bills during the COVID‐19 pandemic.

We’ve seen the devastating effects on com‐
munities across the country when water
supply infrastructure is not prioritized. My
fellow Board Members and I know how
important it is to invest in technology and
infrastructure to make sure Valley Water
can provide safe, clean water to Santa Clara
County.   – Tony Estremera
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Valley Water Board Chair Tony Estremera
statement on unanimous approval by
Board of Directors on water rates
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Report: 2021's 
‘Best Places to Be a
Real Estate Agent’

W
ith real‐estate inventory down by
more than half compared to last
year, the personal‐finance website

WalletHub today released its report on
2021's Best Places to Be a Real Estate Agent,
as well as accompanying videos.

To determine the best markets for real‐
estate agents, WalletHub compared more
than 170 U.S. cities across 22 key indicators
of a healthy housing market, ranging from
sales per agent to the annual median wage
for real‐estate agents to the housing‐mar‐
ket health index.

Real‑Estate Careers in San Jose 
(1=Best, 90=Avg.): 
• 92nd – Sales per Agent
• 3rd – Annual Median Wage for 
Real‐Estate Agents
• 84th – Home Turnover Rate
• 4th – Housing‐Market Health Index
• 1st – Days on Market
• 22nd – Real‐Estate 
Employment Growth
• 6th – Avg. Ratio of Home Sale 
Price to Home List Price
• 1st – Median Home Price
• 29th – Average Daily COVID‐19 
Cases in the Past Week per Capita

For the full report, visit: www. wal‑
lethub.com/edu/best‑worst‑cities‑to‑be‑a‑
real‑estate‑agent/18713

Top 25 Cities for Real‑Estate Agents

Dog scam
Continued from page 17
to “hold” the pup. Most scammers ask you
to pay through a digital wallet (Zelle was
mentioned in several reports) or use a pre‐
paid debit card or gift card.

In other versions of the scam, the con
artists offer to ship the dog. But first you
need to pay up for emergency vet visits, addi‐
tional shipping fees, or even a COVID‐19 test.
The scammers ask for more money to resolve
the problem, often promising to refund it
after the pet is delivered. They may even
claim that the pet will be euthanized if you
don’t pay up.

In either case, once they’ve gotten your
money, scammers disappear. The dog never
existed.

How to avoid pet adoption scams
• Never buy or adopt a pet without see‐

ing it in person. This is the best way to ensure
you aren’t caught in a con.

• Do an internet search of the pet’s image.
If you do find a puppy online, upload the
pet’s photo to a reserve image search. If you
find multiple pet adoptions sites using the
same picture, it’s probably a scam.

• Use money transfer with friends. Pro‐
tect yourself from scams by only using money
transfer apps for their intended purpose ‐‐
sending money to people you personally
know. 
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Times Community News

Residents decried EVC’s lack 
of degrees and programs, 
forcing students to attend
other community colleges

Times staff report

T
he future of the vacant 27 acres at
Evergreen Valley College was dis‐
cussed during a Zoom meeting held

May15.
The vacant land wraps around the

CVS/Well Fargo Shopping Center at the cor‐
ner of San Felipe and Yerba Buena Roads.

The Saturday morning virtual discussion
was sponsored by the San Jose Evergreen
Community College District (SJECCD). More
than 70 community members participat‐
ed. 

Matt Bohannon, vice president of Brails‐
ford & Dunlavey, facilitated Saturday’s
meeting along with district officials. His
development management firm is assist‐
ing with SJECCD community outreach.

Bohannon recently presented plans for
redesigning the Evergreen Valley College
campus to the board of trustees. His firm’s
designs include a new sports complex, a lan‐
guage arts facility, and a student services
center. Currently there are no development
sketches or construction plans for the 27
acres.

Numerous suggestions were offered by
the participants for the future use of the
vacant land during the meeting. The con‐
sensus among participants was to only use
the vacant land for educational purposes. 

It was clarified at the onset of the meet‐
ing by ESECCD Chancellor Bryon D. Cliff
Breland that the purpose of the meeting
was to facilitate diverse stakeholder engage‐
ment involvement in the decision‐making
process of how the 27 acres of land might
be used in the future.  He said the district
will discuss “next steps” and take the feed‐
back from Saturday’s discussions on the
future use of the surplus land to the board

of trustees.
Some residents decried Evergreen Val‐

ley College’s lack of degrees and programs,
which forces many students to attend other
community colleges, such as De Anza, result‐
ing in long commutes.

SJECCD leaders said they wanted to
understand the range of ideas and creative
thinking from the community to help with
developing the outcomes which will allow
for innovative solutions related to the use
of the designated vacant land which SJEC‐
CD considers “surplus” land. 

Many stated that a lot has changed over
the past several years regarding the 27
acres and the Saturday morning Zoom
meeting objective was to start a reset of
SJECCD's discussions of how the 27 acres
could be utilized in the future with stake‐
holder buy‐in. 

Robert Reese, Chairman of the Land Use
Subcommittee – District 8 Community
Roundtable who spoke during the meet‐
ing said, “The issues involving the 27 acres
which the community was interested in
discussing in support of educational uses
of the site were broader than the issues that
SJECCD wanted to hear about.  We really
have a great opportunity for collaboration
between SJECCD and all of the residents of
the College District and especially the East‐
side of San Jose which cannot be squan‐
dered.”  

Reese said that in 2019 SJECCD actually
solicited the community's input on work‐
ing together including planning communi‐
ty workshops and then COVID 19 hit and
nothing actually happened. 

“Just two weeks ago we were told the date
of a community meeting for which there
was no collaboration and minimal outreach
on the part of SJECCD, Reese said. “It is like
they forgot they asked us to work togeth‐
er.  Given the history of this issue it is impor‐
tant to be vigilant and clear to SJECCD on
the necessity of full discussions and col‐
laboration. The Evergreen Valley College

Pictured is a Google aerial view of the 27-acre vacant land close to Evergreen Valley College. 

Future use of 27 vacant acres at
Evergreen Valley College discussed
by community at Zoom meeting



Educational Master Plan needs to be broad‐
ened with a EVC Facilities Plan to include
the 27 acres and the 130 acres as a whole
for the benefit of SJECCD's educational mis‐
sion, and the sooner the better.”

Rethinking what the 27‑acre parcel of
land can do for the community

It was stated that this was a time for
rethinking of the use for the land and that
a focus should be on the students at Ever‐
green Valley College. What are those vision
pieces that we're looking for? What are
those elements that are really going to help
move us forward and advance San Jose Ever‐
green Community College District. A SJEC‐
CD leader stated that we are not here to
change the mission of the district or the
college. Those are already our driving prin‐
ciples of the framework we're working
under. It was also stated that at the meet‐
ing there would be no debates on the mer‐
its of community participants engagement,
what their comments are, or their particu‐
lar viewpoints, instead the college board of
directors and leadership were at the meet‐
ing to listen. SJECCD leaders encourage all
to participate and share viewpoints rather
than having questions or debates with other
members in the community.

Chancellor’s reaction to the meeting
“I was very pleased to see so many com‐

munity members participate and share their
ideas,” 

Clift Breland said. “There was some great
feedback and I’m excited to share it with
our full Board of Trustees as we consider
next steps.”

Background events for 27‑acres
In 2004, the vacant land was first desig‐

nated surplus by SJECCD in 2004.
The district successfully lobbied San Jose

to allow for commercial development on the
land in 2016, along with 103,000 square feet
for a proposed senior care facility and med‐
ical offices. 

In July 2019, negotiations between the
college and developer soured and the dis‐
trict pulled out resulting in a lawsuit filed
by Republic in Oct. 2019. The case is cur‐
rently in pre‐trial settlement talks by both
parties.

Editor’s Note:  If you would like to send
ideas to the Board Members of the San Jose
Evergreen Community College District, just
type into your search engine; SJECCD BOARD
OF DIRECTORS.

ALMADEN TIMES n MAY 28 – JUNE 10, 2021 n PAGE 21SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Times Community News

San Jose-Evergreen Community College District
Chancellor Byron D. Clift Breland speaks with
residents during a virtual discussion about future
use of 27 vacant acres near Evergreen Valley Col-
lege. More than 70 members of the community
participated in the May 15 Zoom meeting.

Monthly child benefit checks 
could cut child poverty in half

By William Bellou
Publisher

Monthly checks to American parents are
slated to begin this year in July. 

Just two weeks after passage of the Amer‐
ican Rescue Plan that created this revolu‐
tionary policy, 41 US Senators signed on to
a letter released by Senator Sherrod Brown
(OH)’s office, calling on President Biden to
make that policy permanent.

The new‐and‐improved Child Tax Cred‐
it was expanded to $3,000 ($3,600 for chil‐
dren under 6), made fully refundable so vir‐
tually all American parents are entitled to it,
and broken up to be distributed “periodically,”
which IRS Chief Charles Rettig has assured
will be done monthly. The program is set to
begin in July, with the final 6 payments com‐
ing in a lump sum in January 2022.

Among other demands, more than 40
Senators have called for this program to
continue beyond 2021 into perpetuity.

“These 41 Senators are well aware of how

effective the monthly checks will be in cut‐
ting down child poverty, and how popular
they will be with the 70 million parents
receiving them,” said Humanity Forward
Chief Spokesperson, Greg Nasif. “Humani‐
ty Forward stands ready to work with Con‐
gress and the White House to put cash in
the hands of the American families and take
the weight off their monthly budgets.”

Humanity Forward will continue work‐
ing with legislators on both sides of the
aisle in support of monthly cash assistance
for American families.

Senators call for permanent monthly child benefit
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine book that guides
Muslims to practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English mean-
ing is " May Allah (swt)
protect you and your family".
Please visit our website to
learn more.

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every

Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-

nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there  are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world.  Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals.  We also encour-
age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk

the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing 

ads, call
408.483-5458

The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Associ‐
ation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Muse‐

um in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com
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Home Services

Shoe Repair

Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern 
California. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408 494.7000

Kitchen/Bath

Jewelry

Clocks Notices

Singles

Almaden Valley 
(Senior) Singles 

The organization that

brings single residents of

Almaden Valley (95120) 

over 65 to enjoy a social life

close to home and take part

in community service.

Come and join us for our

monthly breakfast which is

held at 9 a.m. on the third

Tuesday of each month at 

Cup and Saucer, 

Princeton Plaza Mall, 

1375 Blossom Hill Road.

Spas and Salons

TimesClassifiedsNotice

Notice of 
Nondiscriminatory 

Policy as to Students
The Agape Schools admit students of any

race, color, national and ethnic origin to
all the rights, privileges, programs, and
activities generally accorded or made avail‐
able to students at the school. It does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national and ethnic origin in administra‐
tion of its educational policies, admissions
policies, scholarship and loan programs,
and athletic and other school administered
programs.

SJMN#6547945; January 28, 2021

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-
Demand On All Your Favorite
Screens. CHOICE Package,
$64.99/mo plus taxes for
12months. Premium Channels at
No Charge for One Year! Anytime,
anywhere. Some restrictions
apply. W/ 24-mo. agmt TV price
higher in 2nd year. Regional
Sports Fee up to $8.49/mo. is
extra & applies. Call IVS 1-408-
688-5490

The bathroom of your dreams for
as little as $149/month! BCI Bath
& Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & profes-
sional installation. Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts Available. Limited
Time Offer - FREE virtual in-home
consultation now and SAVE 15%!
Call Today! 1-844-988-1663

Become a Published Author. We
want to Read Your Book! Dor-
rance Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920. Book manu-
script submissions currently
being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Distribution.
Call for Your Free Author`s Guide
1-866-603-1640 or visit
http://dorranceinfo.com/evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar
plus battery storage system.
SAVE money, reduce your
reliance on the grid, prepare for
power outages and power your
home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing
Option. Request a FREE, no obli-
gation, quote today. Call 1-877-
920-0653

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Inogen
One. Free information kit! Call
855-977-5344

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medical
exam or health questions. Cash to
help pay funeral and other final
expenses.Call Physicians Life
Insurance Company- 877-864-
3769 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/almaden

The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs
and financial security. Have $10K
In Debt? Credit Cards. Medical
Bills. Car Loans. Call NATIONAL
DEBT RELIEF! We can help! Get a
FREE debt relief quote: Call 1-
650-383-1785

Never Pay For 
Covered Home
Repairs Again! 
Complete Care 
Home Warranty 

COVERS ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS 

AND APPLIANCES. 
30 DAY RISK FREE.

$200.00 OFF 
2 FREE Months! 
1-888-385-0250
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