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By Jane McClure

Saint Paul voters may well be asked this 
November whether or not to approve a 
new ordinance that would limit annual 

increases in the rent charged to residential 
tenants to 3 percent. Over the past few weeks, 
members of Housing Equity Now Saint Paul 
(HENS) gathered more than 9,000 signatures 
on a petition to place the measure on the bal-
lot. Ramsey County Elections officials are now 
counting and verifying the signatures. 

More than 5,000 valid signatures from 
Saint Paul residents are needed for the rent 
control question to appear on the ballot. If ap-
proved by more than 50 percent of voters, the 
new policy would take effect on May 1, 2022.

Tram Hoang, policy advocate for HENS, 
said the number of petition signatures that 
have been collected sends a loud and clear 
message that “renters belong in Saint Paul.”

Just prior to turning in the signatures to 
county officials, Hoang and other tenant ad-
vocates spoke of tenants they have known 
who have been saddled with significant 
rent increases. More than half of the city’s 
residents live in rental housing, according to 
Monica Bravo, executive director of the West 
Side Citizens Organization, “and tenants are 
being displaced every single day,” she said.

In addition to the annual cap on rent in-

By Jane McClure

With the support of the Summit Hill 
Association, Saint Albans LLC’s 
plan for a five-story, mixed-use 

development on the northwest corner of 
Grand Avenue and Saint Albans Street will be 
reviewed by the Saint Paul Planning Commis-
sion’s Zoning Committee on July 1. The SHA’s 
approval on June 17 capped a neighborhood 
review process that began in March. However, 
the high-profile debate over density, redevel-
opment and the future of Grand Avenue con-
tinues.

The Kenefick family, longtime owners of 
the property at 695 Grand Ave., is working 
with Reuter Walton on plans to demolish the 
one-story building on the site and replace it 
with a new structure that would house four 
businesses on the ground floor and 79 apart-
ments above. The market-rate apartments 
would range in size from alcoves to two bed-
rooms plus den. The existing Emmett’s and 
Saji-Ya restaurants would move into the new 
building. Dixies on Grand would not.

The SHA debated the pros and cons of the 
development for more than three hours on 
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Hospitality industry bristles at city’s passage of Right to Recall
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By Jane McClure

Workers in the hospitality industry 
in Saint Paul who lost their jobs 
as a result of COVID-19 should get 

top priority in hiring as the pandemic wanes 
and their former employers reopen or ramp 
up operations. Or so says the City Council, 
which voted unanimously to adopt a Right to 
Recall ordinance on June 16. 

Right to Recall has been touted as a fair-
ness issue for hospitality workers who were 
hit especially hard by the pandemic. The or-
dinance has the support of employee unions, 
but given the difficulty many employers are 

having these days filling vacant positions, 
some business and hospitality associations 
are questioning the need for another layer of 
governmental regulations.

B Kyle, president of the Saint Paul Area 
Chamber of Commerce, described the ordi-
nance as “nonsensical. Businesses in Saint 
Paul and across the Twin Cities are experienc-
ing a labor shortage,” she said. “No one I know 
is deliberately passing over qualified employ-
ees when they have work to be done. Every 
former employee for whom they have work 
has been recalled. Creating an ordinance with 
additional reporting requirements at a time 
when many businesses are still just trying to 

make it is unnecessary overreach by city gov-
ernment.”

City Council member Rebecca Noecker of 
Ward 2 acknowledged the criticism. However, 
she and other council members defended the 
need to protect workers’ rights. The new ordi-
nance, Noecker said, is an “important step for 
basic fairness.”

The ordinance covers laid-off employees 
of restaurants, bars, hotels, event centers and 
tourism businesses who were employed for 
six months or more prior to March 13, 2020. In 
many cases, their layoffs were a result of gov-
ernment-mandated shutdowns or a decrease 
in business related to the pandemic.

The ordinance requires Saint Paul employ-
ers to first offer jobs to laid off employees in 
writing. The employees have a limited time in 
which to respond to job offers. The ordinance 
will remain in effect until December 31, 2022. 
Employers who bypass laid-off employees in 
hiring may be penalized.

The employers also must keep records of 
employment so that employees and those 
monitoring hiring can have access to the re-
cords. The records must be kept for three 
years. Ordinance enforcement and sanctions 
are in the hands of the city’s Department of 

right to recall ordinance  c4
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June 17, discussing every-
thing from building height 
and massing to managing 
the loading and unloading of 
trucks on the site. 

Supporters of the project 
say the building will help 
revitalize the Grand Avenue 
business district, which they 
contend has been flagging 
in recent years with the loss 
of many shops. Opponents 
contend that the project will 
greatly increase traffic and 
parking demand in an area 
that is already congested, 
and that it will alter the character of the 
neighborhood. A petition opposing the 
project with 2,179 signatures was sub-
mitted to the SHA.

SHA board member Samantha 
Loesch, who lives near the proposed 
development, cited concerns about in-
creased traffic and parking demand and 
the effect the development could have 
on the neighborhood’s character. “I’m 
concerned that (the five-story structure) 
will dwarf everything else on the block,” 
she said.

“But we live in a metro area,” coun-
tered SHA board member Trevor Burns. 
“We need density to grow and thrive.”

One issue that repeatedly came up 
was what would happen if this particu-
lar development does not go forward. 
“A lot of people don’t like this building,” 
said SHA board member Katie Berg-
strom. “The question is, what else could 
go there?”

Saint Albans LLC’s request for re-
zoning the property from business to 
mixed-use Traditional Neighborhoods 
3 was recommended for approval by the 
SHA. The request for a conditional use 
permit to allow a building height of up 
to 59 feet 10 inches also won the SHA’s 
support.

The SHA also recommended the ap-
proval of several setback variances. One 
would place the ground floor of the 
building 18 feet from Grand, or 10 feet 
more than what is required, to allow for 
more restaurant patio space. A second 
setback variance would accommodate 
the building’s stepped-back, C-shaped 
design and make room for a terrace on 
the second level of the building.

The project will also need an exemp-
tion from the East Grand Avenue Zoning 
Overlay District. The SHA voted 9-4-1 to 

recommend that the developers be al-
lowed to opt out of the overlay district, 
which limits building heights to three 
stories. However, the SHA made it clear 
that its recommendation should not be 
interpreted as a vote against the over-
lay district itself. The SHA is currently 
studying the zoning overlay district with 
plans to submit a recommendation to 
the city by June 1, 2022, according to SHA 
board president Peter Rhoades.

The zoning overlay district was ad-
opted in 2006 to limit the height and 
massing of new buildings on the eastern 
end of Grand, limiting their height to 
three stories and their square footage to 
25,000. Those restrictions were seen as a 
way to discourage national chain stores 
from moving onto Grand. Neighbor-
hood surveys have indicated continued 
support for keeping the zoning district 
in place.

Ari Parritz of Reuter Walton and Bob 
Loken of ESG Architects said the months 
of neighborhood discussion have in-
formed and improved the project’s de-
sign. Loken said the development would 
bring positive change to the neighbor-
hood. “Grand is a vibrant retail corridor 
that has experienced some real chal-
lenges,” he said. “Redevelopment could 
help turn that around.”

Since the plan for 695 Grand was first 
proposed, vehicle exits and a loading 
zone have been eliminated in the alley 
behind the building, setbacks have been 
altered, architectural details and articu-
lation have been added, and space has 
been made for a fourth commercial ten-
ant on the first floor.

The plan now calls for 68 under-
ground parking spaces for residents. 
The ground floor would have commer-
cial spaces ranging from 1,084  to 2,501 
square feet. A fitness room would be lo-
cated on the ground floor beside the res-
idents’ entrance on Saint Albans. About 
30 parking spaces would be provided for 
business patrons.

Neighborhood sentiment continues 
to be mixed. Some local residents are 
still calling for a smaller development on 
the scale of the Oxford Hill building on 
the southwest corner of Grand and Ox-
ford Street. “If it were one story shorter, 
I’d be on board,” said James McDonald. 

SHA board member Sonja Mason said 
the developers could bring mixed use 
to Grand   with a three-story structure. 
However, Parritz said the numbers sim-
ply do not work with a smaller develop-
ment.

According to Dan Marshall, owner of 
Mischief Toy Store at 818 Grand Ave., the 
addition of 79 apartments will help local 
businesses. “This is very much needed 
and will help solve our housing crisis,” 
he said.

Neighbor Ellen Brown said she appre-
ciated the efforts to bring new vitality to 
Grand. “And let’s not overlook the need 
for greater property tax opportunities 
for the city,” she said.

“This is an example of the change that 
is coming,” said SHA board member 
Mark Lindley. “We can manage change 
or change can manage us.”

1b 695 grand Ave.

The stepped-back facade of the proposed five-story development at 695 Grand Ave.

“This is an example 
of the change that is 
coming,” said SHA 

board member  
Mark Lindley.  

“We can manage 
change or change 
can manage us.”
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We are currently collecting non-perishable food donations for 
Ronald McDonald House Charities. Help our community by 

dropping off items at our Grand Ave office (through June 30):

Monday-Friday  9am-4pm

1460 Grand Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105
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By Jane McClure

After idling for a few years, the public 
comment process for the Riverview 
Corridor is revving up  again. Ramsey 

County is seeking public comments on a “pur-
pose and need statement” for the streetcar 
line through June 25. The county’s Regional 
Rail Authority will also host a virtual open 
house on the project’s preliminary engineer-
ing work from 6-8 p.m. Wednesday, June 23. 

The public will see an update on the corri-
dor, which would run between the Saint Paul 
Union Depot and Minneapolis-Saint Paul In-
ternational Airport and Mall of America. An 
initial study process that wrapped up in 2017 
resulted in the selection of a 12-mile route that 
largely runs on West Seventh Street.

The next steps for the project include more 
detailed engineering studies as well as the 
submission of the required purpose and need 
statement. The statement is required as part 
of the federal environmental review process 
for transportation projects. 

Three groups, including two dominated by 
citizens, are currently working on the plans. 

A Policy Advisory Committee, composed of 
elected officials and business and community 
representatives, began meeting in 2020. It 
plans to review the purpose and need state-
ment based on comments from the public and 
its consultant team at its upcoming meeting 
from 9-11:30 a.m. Thursday, July 15. If all goes 
as planned and federal funding is obtained, 
the project could start construction as soon as 
2028 and open in 2032.

This spring, a Community Advisory Com-
mittee and a Station Area Planning Task Force 
began meeting. Those groups are expected to 
meet into 2023.

The Community Advisory Committee is re-
viewing project design, environmental analy-
sis and community engagement. It involves 
the entire project area.

The Station Area Planning Task Force is 
looking at current proposed land uses and 
current conditions at proposed transit sta-
tions. Expected to emerge from that process 
are potential zoning changes to promote 
growth and redevelopment around each sta-
tion. Any zoning changes would have to go to 

the Saint Paul City Council for approval.
Task force members have already outlined 

some challenges. One is that the project have 
sufficient regional and local ridership. An-
other is increasing density along the corridor 
without altering the character of its neigh-
borhoods. Crossing the Mississippi River is a 
third concern.

An improved pedestrian experience, retain-
ing the history of the corridor, and managing 
traffic near downtown at Xcel Energy Center 
and the United/Children’s Hospitals complex 
are other issues.

Nine streetcar stations are planned along 
West Seventh. The corridor is divided into 
three study areas. One includes stations at 
Davern Street, Maynard Drive and the Hom-
er/Montreal area. A second includes stations 
at Otto, Randolph and Saint Clair avenues. 
The third includes stations at Grand Avenue,  
Kellogg Boulevard and the Fifth-Sixth Street 
area of downtown.

Stations could shift as a result of the ongo-
ing studies, said Frank Alarcon of the project 
staff. Station area plans could be affected by 
such decisions as whether the streetcars run 
down the center of the street or along one side.

Near Seven Corners and the United/Chil-
dren Hospitals area, use of part of Smith Av-
enue is still on the table. Another factor could 
be if a Canadian Pacific Railroad spur is used 
in the area between Randolph and Maynard.

Still another factor could be topography. 
One issue is if bluffs along part of the route 
would make siting a station difficult. The Sta-
tion Area Planning Task Force is looking at 
that along with connecting streets and high-
ways, motor vehicle traffic volumes, accident 
data, and the location of parks and other  
open space.

The Mississippi River crossing continues to 
be unresolved.

“The big question is, ‘How do we cross the 
river?’” said Mona Elabbady of SRF Consult-
ing. “We don’t know yet whether we can do a 
crossing at Fort Snelling.” 

Much of the technical and engineering 
work is focused on that. The locally preferred 
alternative calls for a crossing at or near West 
Seventh (Highway 5). The goal is to have a 
river crossing solution by this fall.

To comment on the project’s purpose 
and need statement and to sign up for 
the virtual open house on June 23, visit  
tinyurl.com/3kbvrnnh.

Comment process is rolling 
again for Riverview Corridor
First open house scheduled 
on line’s engineering phase
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creases, the ballot measure calls for city offi-
cials to set up a process whereby landlords can 
receive an exemption from the 3 percent limit. 
The exemptions could be granted to landlords 
who make significant investments in improv-
ing their property or who see a large increase 
in property taxes.

Clare Ware of HENS said she has spoken 
to people who are homeless or who fear be-
coming homeless because of the cost of rental 
housing. “Housing injustice is not OK in the 
state of Minnesota,” she said. She and others 
said that high rent increases disproportion-
ately affect low-income people and people of 
color.

A key goal of the ballot initiative is to in-
crease housing stability, according to Hoang. 
“Rent control is just part of the solution to our 
affordable housing crisis,” she said.

Landlords and housing industry groups 
are skeptical. They cited such issues as rising 
property taxes and higher insurance rates as 
reasons for keeping their ability to increase 
rents flexible.

The Minnesota Multi Housing Association 
contends that rent control is more likely to 
increase, rather than lessen, the shortage of 
affordable housing in Saint Paul. “Should the 
rent control ordinance be on the ballot, we 
are confident that the voters of Saint Paul will 
reject this extreme measure,” the association 
stated. “The proposal will only discourage in-
vestment in Saint Paul, especially in housing, 
and make rental housing less accessible for 
new residents.”

Mark Mason, incoming president of the 
Saint Paul Area Association of Realtors, also 
questioned the rent control push, saying that 
in other cities rent control has not worked as 
intended. He cited studies that have shown 
that when rent is controlled in such a way, 
smaller landlords sell out to larger ones. Other 
studies have shown that rent control encour-
ages landlords to create more high-end hous-
ing to ensure a profit.

Joe Hughes, a landlord with several prop-
erties in local neighborhoods, said he knows 
many landlords who work to keep their rental 
housing affordable and do not seek large rent 
increases. A limit on rent increases, he added, 

may result in the deterioration of rental prop-
erties as landlords find it more difficult to 
maintain them.

Hughes also wondered whether the pro-
posed rent controls would force small land-
lords out of the market. “This is very concern-
ing to landlords,” he said. “There are definitely 
two sides to this, and in my mind it’s over-
reaching.”

At least two City Council members, Mitra 
Jalali and Nelsie Yang, have been involved in 
the effort to control rent. Mayor Melvin Cart-
er has not taken a position, but has issued a 
statement saying he is looking forward to the 
policy discussion.

A similar rent control effort is underway in 
Minneapolis. That city’s Charter Commission 
is considering two different proposals. One 
would place a rent control question on the 
ballot. The other would allow the City Coun-
cil to create a new policy. Minneapolis Mayor 
Jacob Frey has said he does not support rent 
control in its traditional form, saying it has not 
led to the creation of more affordable housing 
in other cities.

There are various forms of rent control, and 
studies of their effectiveness differ widely. A 
preliminary report released earlier this year 
by the University of Minnesota Center for Ur-
ban and Regional Affairs found that rent con-
trol would help rein in tenant displacement in 
Minneapolis, where low-income tenants have 
seen large increases in rent.

HENS representatives said at a June 15 press 
conference that in a typical year most Saint 
Paul landlords keep rent increases below 3 
percent. The purpose of the proposed ordi-
nance, they added, is to rein in “predatory” 
landlords and the practice of “overnight rent 
increases.”

“We want the policy to target bad actors,” 
Hoang said.

1b rent control referendum HENS representatives said 
that in a typical year most 

Saint Paul landlords keep rent 
increases below 3 percent. 

The purpose of the proposed 
ordinance, they added, is to 

rein in “predatory” landlords.

Human Rights and Equal Economic Oppor-
tunity.

Hospitality Minnesota president and CEO 
Liz Rammer called the ordinance “unneces-
sary and harmful” in the current business 
climate. According to her, hotel and event 
operators very much want to bring back their 
workers and as quickly as possible. It just 
makes sense, she said, to bring back experi-
enced and senior workers first. 

“While the purpose of the (ordinance) is to 
get these workers back to their jobs, in prac-
tice it does nothing to achieve that end,” Ram-
mer said, “because it doesn’t address the un-
derlying problem: Revenue for operators has 
been decimated and travel demand remains 
suppressed.”

Kyle said the ordinance and the City Coun-
cil’s perceived need to interject itself into em-
ployer-employee relations “amplifies the vili-
fication of businesses in Saint Paul.” She said 
now is the time to remove business barriers, 
not pile them on.

The Saint Paul Regional Labor Federation, 
with 150 affiliated unions and more than 
50,000 union members, supported the or-
dinance, saying it creates an orderly path for 
people to get their jobs back. “Union hotels 
in Saint Paul have laid off between 39 and 84 
percent of their staff,” said federation presi-
dent Kera Peterson. “It’s reasonable to assume 
that nonunion properties have laid off staff 
at similar rates. A significant portion of these 
laid-off workers are women and people of 
color.

Unite Here Minnesota, which represents 
more than 6,000 hospitality workers across 
the state, sent a letter in support of the ordi-

nance. “Hospitality workers in Minnesota are 
facing an unpredictable jobs crisis,” it stated. 

According to Unite Here, more than 
100,000 hospitality workers in the Twin Cit-
ies alone were displaced, with employment 
down 55 percent as compared to last year.

“I can think of no industry that has been 
more impacted by continued joblessness 
since the onset of the pandemic than those in 
hospitality,” said Wayne Luneberg, policy di-
rector for Unite Here Minnesota Local 17. Ac-
cording to him, the road to recovery for hospi-
tality will be a long one, stretching into 2023.

Morrissey Hospitality, whose operations 
include the Saint Paul Hotel and its restau-
rants, offered qualified support for the mea-
sure. Morrissey’s businesses have lost more 
than $4 million during the pandemic, but still 
paid property taxes of more than $1.2 million, 
according to president Richard Dobransky.

Dobransky said it may be the third quarter 
of 2022 before activity in Saint Paul’s down-
town commercial district returns to pre-
pandemic levels, and 2024 or 2025 before 
downtown has all of the jobs it had prior to 
COVID-19. And while Morrissey wants its old 
workers back, he said, jobs might be consoli-
dated as business practices shift.

“COVID-19 has fundamentally changed our 
industry, and these business practices are the 
new normal,” he said.

1b right to recall ordinance Kyle said the ordinance and 
the City Council’s perceived 
need to interject itself into 

employer-employee relations 
“amplifies the vilification of 
businesses in Saint Paul.”
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Work on reparations is focus 
of new city advisory committee

The Saint Paul City Council appointed a 
committee on June 16 to study public repara-
tions to local Black Americans for the racist 
conditions endured by their ancestors before 
and after the Civil War. 

The appointments to the Reparations Leg-
islative Advisory Committee were announced 
to coincide with Juneteenth, a day that has 
been celebrated on June 19 for the last 156 
years to commemorate the emancipation of 
enslaved people in the United States. June-
teenth became the nation’s 11th federal holi-
day when it was signed into law last week.

In January, the City Council issued an apol-
ogy for the city’s role in institutional racism 
and called for the establishment of a com-
mittee to study reparations. The council cited 
several local cases of discrimination against 
Black Americans when passing the resolution.

More than 60 people applied for the com-
mittee, said Ward 7 council member Jane 
Prince. The group will discuss various ways 
for the city to make reparations. One goal is to 
push for funding reparations at the state and 
federal levels.

The committee will prepare a report that 
will focus on strategies to promote equity and 
generational wealth; close the gaps in home-
ownership, health care, education, employ-
ment and pay; and address fairness in crimi-
nal justice for local descendants of slaves.

Trahern Crews, a Saint Paul resident 
who has led calls for the reparations study, 
thanked the council. “This is not charity,” he 
said. “This is justice.”

Committee conveners include Crews, Ve-
ronica Burt and Yohuru Williams. Committee 
members include Theresa Cunningham, Ly-
nette Harris, Amber Jones, Benjamin Mchie, 
Nick Muhammad, Jessica Nickrand, Jose 
Perez, Khulia Pringle, Vic Rosenthal and Jerry 
Thomas.

The City Council set a $50 stipend per meet-
ing for committee members, and they can 
meet for up to one year. The committee’s re-
port to the City Council, which is due by June 
15, 2022, is expected to lay the groundwork 
for the creation of a permanent reparations  
commission in the city. 

Variances granted for West End 
garage to house vintage fire truck

A West End family will be able to build a 
new garage and accessory dwelling with vari-
ances approved on June 14 by the Saint Paul 
Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA). 

Dustin and Katherine Thune of 455 S. 
Chatsworth St. want to demolish an exist-
ing detached garage and carport in order to 
build a new detached garage with an adjacent 
accessory dwelling in their backyard. Their 
plans required two variances.

The maximum size allowed for all acces-
sory structures is 35 percent of the rear yard 
or a maximum of 1,000 square feet, while the 
proposed garage and accessory unit would be 

1,950 square feet in size. The floor area of the 
accessory unit is limited to a maximum of 800 
square feet, while 898 feet are proposed.

The request went to the BZA in the spring, 
but was laid over so the applicants could 
provide more detailed plans. BZA staff rec-
ommended approval on the condition that 
the structure’s exterior complement the 
house and that it not be used for commercial  
purposes.

The Thunes want to create garage space for 
a vintage fire truck. Windows in the planned 
structure are designed so that the fire truck 
can be viewed from the street.

The project had the support from neighbors 
and the West Seventh/Fort Road Federation, 
and no one spoke out against it.

BZA allows apartment building to 
use Selby Avenue lot for parking

The Saint Paul Board of Zoning Appeals 
(BZA) on June 14 approved three variances for 
a lot at 682 Selby Ave. to be used for parking to 
accommodate an expanded apartment build-
ing at 683 Hague Ave.

The Selby lot was long home to a grocery 
store and barber shop with two apartments 
on its second floor until the building was de-
stroyed by fire in 2018. The lot and a 14-unit 
apartment building at 683 Hague are owned 
by Joseph Hughes. He wants to add four ef-
ficiency apartments to the lower level of the 
building.

Although parking for its residents is cur-
rently provided on a lot at the southeast cor-
ner of Selby and Saint Albans Street, Hughes 

said his tenants want to park closer to their 
homes for safety reasons.

A minimum of 15 off-street parking spaces 
were required and 11 were approved. The 
parking spaces were required to be at least 4 
feet from any lot line and 2 feet were allowed 
on the west side. A landscaped yard at least 4 
feet wide was required along the public street 
or sidewalk, while a 1.5-foot-wide area was 
proposed on the north side and 1.2 feet on the 
east side. 

BZA staff supported those three variances, 
but recommended denial of a fourth. That one 
required two shade trees for the new parking 
lot, but only one was proposed.

Historic Saint Paul plans to rehab 
deteriorated home on West End

The Saint Paul Housing and Redevelop-
ment Authority (HRA) has approved the sale 
of a home at 47 Douglas St. to the nonprofit 
Historic Saint Paul. The HRA also approved 
a development agreement for the property 
and authorized spending up to $130,000 in  
addition to the land value.

The HRA has had title to the property since 
2010 after it was donated to the city by Wells 
Fargo. The city has maintained the property 
since then, but has been looking for a buyer. 
Various buyers have been considered since 
then, but at least two purchase agreements 
fell through.

The property was broken into and vandal-
ized in 2016. The HRA staff then began ex-
ploring demolition, but faced neighborhood  
opposition.

Historic Saint Paul proposed purchasing the 
property in late 2020 for $1 in order to rehabil-
itate and sell it. That work requires $130,000 
in financing for a project with an estimated 
cost of almost $394,000.

As required by city policy, the property 
was put out for bid. Another purchase offer 
emerged, but HRA staff recommended that 
Historic Saint Paul’s offer move ahead.

Ryan Cos. seeking exception to 
city, Highland Village sign regs

As plans for Highland Bridge continue to 
unfold, more exceptions to city regulations 
are likely to be sought. Those exceptions may 
include regulations on rooftop signs and an 
amendment to the Highland Village special 
sign district that has been in place since 1986. 
The Highland District Council’s Community 
Development Committee reviewed requests 
for those exceptions on June 14 from master 
developer Ryan Companies.

The first request involves a 35-by-35-
foot   sign overlooking the 122-acre develop-
ment site from atop a building just south of 
Ford Parkway and west of Cretin Avenue. 
The words “Highland Bridge” would be su-
perimposed over an outline of the state of  
Minnesota.

Saint Paul currently prohibits new rooftop 
signs. The only exception under the zoning 
code is for a rooftop sign on a downtown pro-
fessional sports facility with seating for more 
than 6,000 spectators. That exception opened 
the way for a rooftop sign at CHS Field, home 
turf for the Saint Paul Saints.

Maureen Michalski, who is heading up the 
Highland Bridge development for Ryan, called 
the proposed rooftop sign “placemaking.” 
However, unless the city ban on rooftop signs 
and the Highland Village special sign district 
are amended, it would not be allowed.

Highland Village was one of the first areas 
in Saint Paul to have a special sign district. 
Grand Avenue was another. Both districts 
were established to minimize commercial 
sign clutter. The Highland Village district cov-
ers the entire Ford Parkway frontage of the 
Highland Bridge site.

Three six-story buildings are planned for 
the commercial block on the southwest cor-
ner of Ford and Cretin, west and southwest 
of a civic square at the corner. Those build-
ings and the new 51,000-square-foot Lunds & 
Byerlys supermarket on the southeast corner 
of Ford and Cretin will contribute a major por-
tion of Highland Bridge’s 150,000 square feet 
of retail space.

The underlying zoning there is business-
mixed, which allows for buildings up to 65 
feet high. Plans call for a total of 211 apart-
ments and about 60,000 square feet of first-
floor commercial space in the three buildings. 
Construction of the north building is expected 
to begin this fall and construction of the two 
south buildings in 2022. However, detailed 
building designs have not yet been released. 

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure.

News Briefs

A dream fulfilled. Sophia Ahmed, 12, tries out the long slide during the grand opening of the 
Midway Peace Park at 416 N. Griggs St. on June 15. The 3-acre park features an amphitheater, playground, 
walking path, green space, basketball court, water feature and rain gardens. The multi-partner effort 
included the support of the Skyline Tower apartments, seen in the background. Photo by Brad Stauffer

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave • 651- 224-4321

Highland Park Office
723 S Cleveland • 651- 698-2434edinarealty.com

1320 riverside lane #112
Beautiful 2 bedroom, 2 bath, 
2 parking spaces condo at 
1320 Riverside Mendota 
Heights. 

651 260-5133 $440,000Tom strombeckMary HardyMary Hardy

Tudor villa sTyle!
1959 Summit, spectacular yard 
for summer entertaining, w/ 
pool, pergola and mature plant-
ing. Fabulous 4 BR, 4 Bath, full 
of character.

612 751-0729        $950,000 

Glorious seTTinG on river!
2244 Seabury, Stunning, 4 BR 
bungalow with every sought 
after original feature. Corner 
lot, 2 porches, woodwork and 
built-ins.

612 751-0729        $735,000  

NEW LISTING!

COMING SOON!

Rachel Nelson

newell Park GeM!
Ideal opportunity in this recently 
remodeled 2+BR, 2BA bungalow. 
Open floor plan, hrdwd flrs & built in 
buffet, spacious master suite up. Pos-
sibilities for mother-in-law apartment. 
rachelnelson@edinarealty.com
651 485-3466        $283,000 Rachel Nelson

new on THe MarkeT!
Be the first to see this wonderful 4BR, 
3BA Mac-Grove home. 1920's charm 
w/hrdwd flrs & wdwrk combine w/large 
eat-in kitchen & master suite.  Inviting front 
porch & fenced back yard.  rachelnel-
son@edinarealty.com
651 485-3466        $569,000
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By Jane McClure

The city of Saint Paul may have turned 
a corner in its battle with the emerald 
ash borer. The City Council on June 9 

unveiled an agreement with the Saint Paul 
Port Authority to issue $18 million in bonds 
to help the city’s forestry division create a jobs 
program and step up its efforts to remove and 
replace diseased ash trees. A city ordinance 
setting up the program is expected to be ap-
proved on June 23.

The Port Authority funds will be used for 
buying equipment as well as hiring workers. 
The accelerated work schedule will begin in 
2022. By the end of 2026, forestry staff are ex-
pected to be able to remove the city’s remain-
ing boulevard ash trees, or eight years earlier 
than previously expected.

Saint Paul has an estimated 11,000 ash trees 

remaining along its streets. About 3,000 were 
slated to come down this year, including trees 
in the Highland Park, Macalester-Groveland, 
Merriam Park, Snelling-Hamline, Lexington-
Hamline, Summit-Hill, Summit-University 
and West End neighborhoods.

The bond proceeds also will allow forestry 
workers to catch up on a massive backlog of 
tree trimming, stump removal and tree re-
planting unrelated to the emerald ash borer. 
City tree trimming, which had been sched-
uled every 15 years on boulevards across the 
city, has been happening in recent years only 
in emergency situations or when a complaint 
is received.

Forestry staff have estimated that by the 
end of 2021, they will have a backlog of 2,575 
ash stumps to remove, 4,570 non-ash stumps 
to remove, and approximately 18,150 sites on 
city property where new trees will need to be 

planted. Of those 18,150 sites, about 80 per-
cent or 14,520 are currently ready for replant-
ing. The Port Authority funds will allow for 
planting an additional 2,000 trees per year.

According to City Council member Chris 
Tolbert of Ward 3, the funding will allow city 
forestry staff to get back to a normal work 
schedule. “(The emerald ash borer) has been 
taking over forestry’s lives,” he said.

“This is a really big day,” said Saint Paul 
Parks and Recreation Department director 
Mike Hahm. “We certainly couldn’t do this 
without the partnership of the Port Authority 
and the city’s Office of Financial Services.” 

The bonds will be repaid through the Port 
Authority’s property tax levy. 

The emerald ash borer is native to Asia. 
The first infestation in the United States was 
detected in Michigan in 2002. Since then, the 
beetle has spread throughout the U.S. Minne-

sota’s first infestation was discovered in 2009 
in Saint Paul’s Saint Anthony Park neighbor-
hood, though it is believed the pests were 
present in the city as early as 2004. The in-
sects are now in every neighborhood of Saint 
Paul and in counties throughout the state.

Emerald ash borers kill all species of ash 
trees. Their larvae live beneath the bark, feed-
ing on the tree and eventually killing it. The 
branches of infected trees become brittle, and 
have resulted in property damage when they 
fall.

The city of Saint Paul has tried various 
ways to combat the borers, including releas-
ing stingless wasps to prey on the beetles. The 
city allows residents to obtain permits to treat 
boulevard ash trees with preventive chemi-
cals, but it is assumed that most if not all of 
the city’s ash trees will eventually have to be 
removed.

By Jane McClure

Aproposal to vacate Saint Anthony Av-
enue in front of the Our Lady of Peace   
hospice will be considered by the 

Union Park District Council on July 7 with a 
recommendation of denial from its Transpor-
tation Committee. More than a dozen neigh-
bors addressed the committee on June 14, ask-
ing that the street vacation be rejected.

The hospice would like to vacate Saint An-
thony between Finn Street and Cleveland Av-
enue to create an employee parking lot. Sever-
al neighbors objected, saying the area already 
deals with considerable cut-through traffic as 
motorists try to avoid traffic lights on Cretin, 
Cleveland and Marshall avenues. They said 
vacating that stretch of Saint Anthony would 
only make traffic worse on other streets.

The hospice and the programs that are 
housed there have between 50 and 60 em-
ployees who park on Saint Anthony. “It’s their 
parking lot,” said Andrew Swartz, a consultant 
working with Our Lady of Peace. According to 
him, vacating the street and turning it into a 
parking lot would make it safer for employees.

The vacation request also includes a pro-
posed bike and pedestrian trail. Some com-
mittee members said the short segment of the 
street would not connect to other trails and is 
not included in the Saint Paul Bicycle Plan.

Committee member Debbie Meister said 
that vacating a street to add a parking lot sets 
a bad precedent, especially after our Lady of 
Peace recently got city approval to expand its 
visitor parking.

“I don’t see a purpose and need for this,” 
said committee member Dan Elenbaas.

Several neighbors said they value the hos-
pice as part of the neighborhood and would 
like to work together on traffic issues, rather 
than closing a street.

Some neighbors said they already antici-
pate more traffic as new apartment build-
ings fill up along Marshall between Cleveland 
and Cretin avenues. “We’re already being 
squeezed in a lot of ways,” said Carroll Avenue 
resident Peter Rozga.

“People are careening down our streets. It’s 
absolutely dangerous,” said Carroll Avenue 
resident Nancy Hone.

John Hewitt, who lives on Ann Arbor Street, 
said some neighborhood streets are too nar-
row to accommodate additional traffic. “If 
(Saint Anthony) closes, that’s going to send 
traffic to other streets,” he said. 

The UPDC has only heard from a few people 

favoring the street vacation. One Saint Antho-
ny resident who spoke on June 14 and did not 
give her full name said a street vacation would 
provide safety for her area.

The hospice recently obtained city site plan 
approval to expand its current visitor parking 
lot from 15 to 40 spaces. That required no dis-
trict council or neighborhood review. 

Vacating a street in Saint Paul requires City 
Council approval. A city spokesperson said 
while there has been an inquiry, a formal ap-
plication to vacate Saint Anthony had not 
been filed as of late  last week.

Our Lady of Peace also plans to expand its 
building into a current courtyard, converting 
its double-occupancy rooms to single occu-
pancy in the process. The bed count would 
remain at 21. The building’s expansion is not 
related to the street vacation.

Port Authority funds may speed up the removal of city’s ash trees

Our Lady of Peace seeks to turn part of St. Anthony Ave. into parking lot

The Choice is Yours.
Enjoy the convenience of luxury rental living at The Linden, a lifestyle  
choice that allows you to spend time on things that matter most to you. 

Contact us at 651-600-5680 or info@TheLindenMH.com.

48 units • Community Room • Rooftop Deck • Heated Parking • Golf Simulator • Fitness Center
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725 L inden Street,  Mend ota Heights  •   theL indenMH.c om
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Return to our campus this fall, as we plan a semester 
with significantly more in-person learning. A Saint Paul 
College education will cost you less and give you more. 
Our tuition is among the lowest anywhere, and many 
financial assistance options make it even more affordable. 
With over 100 degree, diploma, and certificate programs, 
Saint Paul College has something for everyone.

Act now to ensure the best course selection and 
financial aid opportunities!

Document available in alternative formats to individuals with disabilities by 
contacting 651.350.3008 or AccessResources@saintpaul.edu. Saint Paul College is 
an Equal Opportunity employer

Register Now! saintpaul.edu/fallstart

fall semester starts August 23

Saint Paul College,
A member of Minnesota State

YES!
We’re back this fall.

By Jane McClure

Dedicated bike lanes will replace one 
traffic lane in each direction on Saint 
Paul Avenue from West Seventh Street 

to Edgcumbe Road this fall as part of a project 
approved by the Saint Paul City Council on 
June 16. The project will also include resurfac-
ing that stretch of roadway and making some 
pedestrian crossing improvements.

City Council member Chris Tolbert said the 
project will not only provide a link in the city’s 
bike network, but will address the deterio-
rated street condition. The new bike lanes are 
called for in the 2015 Saint Paul Bicycle Plan.

Saint Paul Avenue is 78 feet wide in that 
area. It has 8-foot parking lanes on both sides, 
a pair of 12- and 13-foot traffic lanes in each 
direction, and a  12-foot landscaped median. 

The project involves restriping the street 
to replace one traffic lane in each direction 
with a 13-foot bike lane. The median, most of 
the on-street parking and the current 25 mph 
speed limit will remain.

The project also will include bumpouts 
at West Seventh Street, Davern Street and 
midblock between the two. The bumpouts 
are intended to provide greater visibility to  

pedestrians, shorten the crossing distance 
and narrow the road to calm traffic. Only 
about eight on-street parking spaces will be 
lost due to the bumpouts.

Jimmy Shoemaker, transportation planner 
for Public Works, said traffic in that area is less 
than 3,600 vehicles a day, though the street 
has three Metro Transit bus routes.

The new bike lanes are expected to provide 
a connection to nearby lanes on Montreal 
Avenue and the Samuel Morgan Trail along 
Shepard Road. Future connections could in-
clude bike lanes planned on Edgcumbe Road 
and Davern Street.

Highland District Council Transportation 
Committee members have raised several 
questions about the project over the past sev-
eral months. One was whether a single ve-
hicle lane in each direction would accommo-
date the anticipated increase in traffic from 
the Highland Bridge development. That will 
be reviewed as Highland Bridge is built out,  
according to city and county officials.

Other questions centered on a Ramsey 
County resurfacing project on Saint Paul Av-
enue from Edgcumbe to Cleveland Avenue in 
2022 that will also involve removing a traffic 
lane in each direction and adding bike lanes.

Bicyclists will get their own separated lanes when Saint Paul Avenue is resurfaced from West Seventh 
Street (shown here) to Edgcumbe Road this fall. 

Council approves bike lanes, bumpouts 
as part of resurfacing Saint Paul Avenue

Your friends will be Green with Envy

Studio, One Bedroom, and Two Bedrooms Available

www.episcopalhomes.org/irisparkcommons

Call 651-632-8858 for more information or contact 
Bethany at bburns@episcopalhomes.org

A trusted name in senior living for over 125 years

Make Iris Park Commons Assisted Living your Home! 
Enjoy Peaceful Green Spaces in the Heart of St. Paul

Grab a meal, drinks, or ice cream from our Bistro, Pub, 
or Cafe and enjoy it outside with loved ones.
Take a stroll around our walking paths, relax in the 
meditation garden, and sit and enjoy lush courtyards.

�����������������������������������
�����

Come, join
OUR TEAM

Small business,
Big career move
Available positions:
Project Manager
Designer / Sales
Framers
Carpenters

Apply Now:
castlebri.com/workcastle/
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VIEWPOINT
A West End welcome to all

Urinating in public, being loud and foul-mouthed, hanging 
out on the sidewalk and smoking are the types of complaints I’m 
hearing about the guests of Freedom House. These are the same 
behaviors we see of people drinking at the very establishments 
that are complaining about Freedom House. So I guess I’m 
confused. What is the problem? Is the problem that only wealthier 
white people should be allowed to engage in these behaviors? 
That’s what it feels like to me. 

Closing Freedom House doesn’t mean that those experiencing 
homelessness or mental illness will just disappear. Perhaps the 
real problem is that it’s hard to ignore the affordable housing and 
mental health crises when people living with these crises aren’t 
hidden from the public but are visible on a busy thoroughfare. 
Instead of closing or moving a needed service, I wish we could 
identify and solve policy issues related to Freedom House. 
What does Freedom House or the city need to do to make this 
experiment more amenable to the local businesses and residents 
who are upset? 

I’m proud that this neighborhood welcomes all. We’re home 
to sober homes and bars. We’re home to the highly affluent and 
those who have little. We’re home to world-famous treatment 
centers. That’s precisely what makes this neighborhood so great. I 
support the Saint Paul Planning Commission’s and City Council’s 
efforts to make permanent changes to the zoning code so that 
Freedom House can be a fixture in our community.

Anthony Molaro
West End

Busy corner demands extra care
I was biking south on Cleveland Avenue recently. As I neared 

the busy intersection at Ford Parkway, I saw the semaphore 
countdown was at 14 seconds. I knew I’d get through easily. 
However, a young mother with her 3-year-old decided to start 
north across the crosswalk as the countdown flashed 4 seconds 
and “Don’t Walk.”

As I safely cleared the intersection, an impatient motorist began 
his long-awaited left turn to westbound Ford, right where I knew 
the mom and daughter were. She screamed at the driver: “What 
are you doing? She’s only 3!” I hollered at the driver through his 
open window to be more careful.

No sooner were the words out of my mouth than I realized I 
should have also told the young woman that she was behaving 
very unsafely by starting across the street against the crosswalk 
commands and from the driver’s blind spot. She foolishly put 
herself and her child at risk.

This is a busy intersection loaded with cars, buses, bikes and 
pedestrians. It was the scene of a pedestrian fatality some years 
back. Let’s all calm down and look carefully before we hit the 
gas or step off the curb. With the increased traffic volume from 
Highland Bridge, this busy corner is only going to get more 
difficult.

Bob Brereton
Macalester-Groveland

No noise is good noise
I find it strange that the many people who were so annoyed 

by the sounds of garbage trucks in the alleys have no qualms at 
all about using weed whackers, leaf blowers and gas-powered 
mowers on any day and at all hours, including early in the 
morning on weekends. Why aren’t they using brooms and rakes 
and virtually silent reel mowers? The exercise is great, and most 
city lots don’t require all that horsepower to get the job done.

Kathleen Deming 
Macalester-Groveland

Rein in the drug middlemen
COVID-19 has shed light on the essential role that independent 

pharmacies play in ensuring the health of communities across the 
state. This past year has been especially challenging as we worked 
to adjust to the pandemic. Still, our patients remain our number-
one priority. It is extremely important that our patients receive the 
medications best suited to their needs and preexisting conditions.

Many of Minnesota’s independent pharmacies have been on the 
decline in recent years, often due to the malpractices of pharmacy 
benefit managers. PBMs act as drug middlemen by determining 
which drugs independent pharmacies and patients have access to 
and playing a role in deciding the cost of prescription medication. 
As a result, independent pharmacies are often unable to compete 

and are left with a lot of administrative tasks that are exacerbated 
by PBM practices.

Many independent pharmacies partner with pharmacy services 
administrative organizations (PSAOs) to help negotiate with 
PBMs and fulfill administrative duties. PSAOs relieve independent 
pharmacies of some of the administrative burdens that come 
with running a small business, which is vital to ensuring that 
independent pharmacies can prioritize patient care.

Community pharmacists know and understand the 
communities they serve. We must stand against PBM practices 
that seek to put small pharmacists out of business, limit access to 
care and make huge profits off of our patients. 

James Stage, Owner
Lloyd’s Pharmacy
Hamline-Midway

Superfluous signs?
Why is it that the city of Saint Paul doesn’t have enough money 

to employ more police officers to get guns and shooters off the 
streets, but it can spend money on posting speed limit signs 
all over the city stating, “20 mph unless otherwise posted”? In 
driver’s ed, I was told that the speed limit is 25 mph when not 
stated otherwise.

Danielle Boyd
Battle Creek

Let’s save the Selby Tunnel
I’ve been in love with the potential of developing a pocket park 

centered on the historic trolley tunnel along the old Pleasant 
Avenue corridor in Saint Paul. I started pursuing this dream 
during my friend George Latimer’s reign as mayor. The first 
time we discussed the tunnel’s future, my pal and business 
partner, architect Dan Gleeson, and I envisioned a public-private 
development that told of the uniqueness of the Selby Tunnel and 
the importance of the trolley to the development of the metro 
area.

At that time the title to the property was so complicated, it 
made our efforts futile. During the ensuing years I teamed up with 
another trolley lover, Jim White, and together we only managed to 
install a metal standard identifying the spot.

For those of you who are interested or who don’t know 
about the old tunnel that for decades hauled trolley riders up 
and down the hill between Selby and Pleasant avenues, I have 
stayed with my desire to preserve this site for its educational 
and social value. I prepared a power-point presentation a couple 
of years ago to show what I mean and to encourage the use 
of Community Development Block Grant money or enlist the 
support of the Ramsey County Historical Society or Saint Paul 
Parks Conservatory in the design and development of the site. As I 
understand it, title to the property is now under the control of the 
city’s Public Works Department. 

Anyone interested?
Dick Kleinbaum

Summit-University
 

Biden’s border policy is working
Republican politicians are carping about the hundreds of 

thousands of poor, desperate and marginally skilled and educated 
foreigners who are coming across our southern border. It is time 
they shut up.

Joe Biden proudly and forcefully condemned Trump’s policies, 
which had resulted in a 45-year low in illegal border crossings. 
And he and his party are ecstatic that massive illegal immigration 
has developed and is gaining momentum every day. Joe’s policies 
are working beyond his wildest expectations. 

Elections have consequences. We are getting exactly what a 
majority of Americans voted for in a free and fair election devoid 
of any skullduggery. And millions of people from Mexico, Central 
America and beyond are very happy about it.

T.J. Sexton
Highland Park

Do write, won’t you?
The Villager welcomes letters to the editor and longer guest 

editorials. However, all commentary must be signed, indicate 
the neighborhood in which the writer lives and include a phone 
number for verification purposes. Please send your commentary 
to the Villager, 241 S. Cleveland Ave., Suite V, Saint Paul, MN 55105; 
email it to letters@myvillager.com; or submit it via our website at 
myvillager.com/editorial.

INBOX
By John Fineberg

I’m so frustrated by the new 20 mph speed limit in 
much of the cities of Saint Paul and Minneapolis. 
At various entry points into the cities, you see this 

sign: “Citywide speed limit 20 mph unless otherwise 
posted.” We’re now led to presume that nearly every 
street has a speed limit of 20 mph.

So you leave your home on a 20 mph residential 
street and turn onto an arterial street. What’s the 
speed limit there? You’re told to assume nothing 
other than 20 mph unless you’re informed 
otherwise.

Now you turn a corner. And because you can 
assume nothing else, you’re driving 20 mph on a 
street with a speed limit of, say, 25 mph. Or 30 mph. 
Or 35 mph. Or 40 mph. Or even 45 mph. Are you a 
hazard on the road? Absolutely. Are you likely to be 
subjected to road rage from other drivers? Almost 
certainly.

When are you allowed to increase your speed? Not 
until you’ve been formally notified that the speed 
limit is higher. When will you be notified? If you’re 
lucky, in less than half a block. If you’re not so lucky, 
several blocks. Seriously, you could be driving on an 
arterial road for half a mile before you finally see a 
sign. Meanwhile, you’re obeying what appears to be 
the law: 20 mph, unless otherwise notified.

Personally, since the law changed, I’m watching 
for speed limit signs on practically every block 
when I should be watching the road for hazards, for 
other vehicles, for bicyclists, for pedestrians. I’m not 
about to just guess when I could get pulled over for 
speeding if I’m wrong.

In theory, it might make sense that it’s all 
standardized at 20 mph. But here’s what it says on 
the city of Saint Paul’s website: “New speed limits 
are 20 mph for local residential streets; 25 mph for 
larger, arterial and collector city-owned streets; 
and 30-plus mph for a few city-owned streets. 
Per Minnesota law, cities do not have authority to 
change speed limits on county and MnDOT (state) 
roads. Speed limits on these streets in Minneapolis 
and Saint Paul will not change.”

Where the theory breaks down is here: Are drivers 
really cognizant of when they’re driving on “city-
owned streets” or “collector city-owned streets” 
(whatever those are). Do you recognize when you’re 
driving on county or MnDOT roads? Of course not. 
People shouldn’t need a doctorate to get a driver’s 
license. But the current rules are unnecessarily 
complicated.

There’s nothing wrong, or overly complicated, 
with different speed limits. That is, unless the city 
refuses to post exceptions — upward or downward 
— everywhere else.

There’s also nothing wrong with the decision to 
make 20 mph the standard. What is wrong is that 
city officials are assuming that drivers will intuitively 
know the speed limit on each non-residential street. 
Perhaps — after memorizing all of the exceptions 
on all city streets —  experienced local drivers would 
have a decent idea of what the speed limit is likely to 
be. But certainly those people would be exceptions. 
Average drivers would be clueless until a sign 
appears.

Don’t get me wrong, I’m a rule-follower. And 
I’m all about safety. I’m an emergency medical 
technician and a CPR and first aid instructor with 
over three decades of experience in both professions.

If you want to make the standard 20 mph, do 
it — and stick to it. Then heavily post those streets 
where the speed limit is something else, like at the 
beginning and middle of every block so you’re not 
constantly guessing or driving distracted.

City officials’ hearts may have been in the right 
place when lowering the speed limit, trying to get 
drivers to slow down and save lives. But their brains 
were not in the right place in the illogical way they 
implemented the plan.

John Fineberg is a resident of Highland Park.

The illogic of city’s
lower speed limits



WEDNESDAY, june 23, 2021 	 myVILLAGER.com	 page 9

Member FDICBankLocal. BankBetter. 

www.bankcherokee.com/cherokee-express

Cherokee Express 
Small Business Loans

Contact a Banker 651.227.7071 
or Apply Online Today! 

We know your business keeps you 
busy and your time is valuable. We also 
know that when you apply for a small 

business loan, you want a quick decision. 

We streamlined the 
process to get you the 
money you need faster.

Owning a
home creates
opportunities!

Learn more at spaar.com

Wealth through equity. Personal stability. 
Stronger communities.

June is National Homeownership Month

“OVER 90 YEARS OF SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST”

  651-646-7381
  snellingcompany.com

Turn anY HoT SpoT 
inTo a ComforTaBLE SpoT 

FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATES

$500 OFF
Any Multiple Head 

Ductless Cooling System
Not valid with any other coupons,

specials or offers. Exp. 6/30/21.

National 
Service
Award 
Winner

2005 – 2020

By Casey Ek

A lexander Ramsey had no appar-
ent support at a June 3 forum to 
consider a possible name change 

for the middle school at 1700 Sum-
mit Ave. that has borne his moniker for 
close to a century. Forty past and present 
Ramsey students, teachers, administra-
tors and neighbors attended the online 
forum, and all of those who spoke laud-
ed the effort to rename the school.

Former Ramsey student and recent 
Saint Paul Public Schools graduate Lo-
retta Wacek said changing the middle 
school’s name was being discussed 
when she roamed its halls seven years 
ago, but the proposal ultimately fizzled. 
“I was quite disappointed,” said Wacek, 
who sat on the forum’s panel. “So much 
thought went into (changing the name). 
I was more than thrilled to be asked to be 
a part of this process again.” 

Ramsey was appointed by President 
Zachary Taylor to be the first governor 
of Minnesota Territory in 1848. As gov-
ernor of the state of Minnesota in 1861, 
he was the first governor to answer 
President Abraham Lincoln’s call for 
volunteers to join the Union’s cause in 
the Civil War. He also presided over the 
state’s effort to defeat an uprising by the 
Dakota Indians in southern Minnesota 
in 1862.

Ramsey (1815-1903) has been faulted 
for urging the extermination or exile of 
the Dakota Indians in the aftermath of 
the Dakota War of 1862. Close to 500 
unarmed white civilians and 120 sol-
diers were killed in that conflict. One 
hundred Dakota were killed in the war, 
and another 38 Dakota were executed 
for their alleged role in the hostilities. 
The following winter, 130 to 300 Dakota 
civilians died from disease and the harsh 
conditions while interned in a concen-
tration camp at Fort Snelling. 

Megan O’Leary, the parent of a 
Ramsey 8th-grader and another panel 
member at the June 3 forum, said she did 
not know that history before her child 
learned it at the middle school. “I’m so 

grateful that my children’s education 
contains this important truth,” she said. 
According to O’Leary, the middle school 
should immediately part ways with 
Ramsey’s name. “I don’t want to hear 
my kids shouting Alexander Ramsey’s 
name at sporting events,” she said. 

Ramsey teacher Katrina Haukom is 
among the 93 percent of the school’s 
staff who are in favor of the name 
change. Renaming the school would  be 
a step in the right direction, she said, the 
first of many the middle school could 
take in creating a better environment 
for students of all races and ethnicities. 
“Kids have such a natural curiosity and 
heart for justice,” Haukom said. “I really 
think our students can be the leaders of 
helping us decolonize things.” 

The Saint Paul School Board approved 
the search for a new name for Ramsey 
in April, pending a summer-long citi-
zen engagement process. The Saint Paul 
school district gives schools some au-
tonomy in how they approach a possible 
renaming, but it requires the school’s 
administrators to first engage with stu-
dents, parents, staff, alumni, the neigh-
borhood around the school and any 
other groups deemed to have a stake in 
the school name. It also requires a vote 
by students on the new name. 

Once the full costs of the Ramsey 
name change are calculated—sig-
nage costs alone typically range from 

$10,000-$20,000, according to school 
district documents—the name change 
may be brought back to the School 
Board for approval. 

Ramsey School has had its name 
changed several times in the past cen-
tury. In the 1920s and ’30s, when it was 
a grades 7-9 school, it was Maria Sanford 
Junior High School, named after a Uni-
versity of Minnesota English professor 
of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
Sometime later, it adopted Alexander 
Ramsey as its namesake and became 
an elementary school before switching 
back to a junior high school in 1965 and 
eventually a middle school. 

The Minneapolis Public Schools also 
had a middle school named after Alex-
ander Ramsey, but in 2017 its name was 
changed to Justice Page School, after for-
mer Minnesota Supreme Court Justice 
Alan Page. 

Dr. Raj Sethuraju, a member of the 
Saint Paul Public Schools’ Restorative 
Practices Committee, facilitated the June 
3 forum. According to him, updates on 
the Ramsey name change, including the 
date of another forum on the issue, will 
be posted at spps.org/domain/17585. 
There, the public will also find a video 
recording of the June 3 forum and a way 
to submit comments and questions on 
the name change along with sugges-
tions for a new name for the school.

Middle school appears headed for renaming

On its website at spps.org, the Saint Paul Public Schools has begun soliciting suggestions for 
a new name for Ramsey Middle School at 1700 Summit Ave.

June 3 forum was 
uniformly opposed 
to keeping ‘Ramsey’
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BOOMERS & BEYOND Living on the upside of 55

By Anne Murphy

The publication of Blood Moon 
left Macalester-Groveland 
author Patricia Kirkpatrick 

feeling pensive. Her most recent col-
lection of poetry appeared in March 
2020, just as COVID-19 began to 
cast its long shadow over life as we 
knew it. “With few readings and 
reviews, I felt the book didn’t really 
exist at times,” she said, “and that 
made it hard to start writing new 
poems.” 

During the pandemic, “I watched 
and read the news obsessively and I 
kept reading poetry, but I had a hard 
time reading whole books and bare-
ly wrote anything,” Kirkpatrick said. 
“I envy and admire the people who 
kept pandemic journals. I didn’t. It 
was as if we lived in a floating world, 
untethered to the normal passage of 
time.” 

Blood Moon is a reflection of Kirk-
patrick’s life and the world that in-
fluenced her views. An educator, 
advocate for the literary arts and the 
author of such books as Odessa, the 
winner of the 2013 Minnesota Book 
Award in poetry, Kirkpatrick said, 
“I also served as an editor at Saint 
Paul Almanac, working with people 
who were new to this country, new 
to English, new to writing itself. As 
they wrote about their experiences, 
issues of race came up, and I felt I 
needed to write about race, my ex-
perience of race as a white woman.”

Her stint at Saint Paul Almanac 
took Kirkpatrick back to her child-
hood and inspired the initial po-
ems for Blood Moon. “It surprised 
me how often race was referenced 
in the stories of my youth and in 
expressions on the playground and 

around the dinner table, when peo-
ple had very little interaction with 
people of color,” she said. “At the 
same time, I was seeing on televi-
sion events like the integration of 
Central High School in Little Rock, 
Arkansas. I learned that I was white. 
What did that give me, what did it 
obscure?

“Blood Moon is also concerned 
with phases of the moon and lunar 
eclipses, the moon as witness and 
companion, and with birth and 
death,” she said. “I hope the poems 
are connected by a sense of mys-
tery, even hope, in transformation. 
What is seen, what’s hidden, what’s 
shared, what’s unknown, what  
returns to us.”

Kirkpatrick was introduced to 
poetry by a teacher in the second 
grade. “I was a child who couldn’t 
catch a ball, but I started writing 
poetry when I was 7 years old,” she 
said. “In junior high, I was obsessed 
with Robert Frost’s poem ‘Acquaint-
ed with the Night.’ Then I left poetry 
until college, where I mostly studied 
social science. I was at the Universi-
ty of Iowa where there were writers 
everywhere. I started writing again 
and decided I wanted to be a poet. 
I moved to San Francisco after col-

lege, then to Saint Paul, then back 
to San Francisco for graduate school 
and various writing residencies, and 
back again to Saint Paul in 1983.”

Kirkpatrick was attracted to Saint 
Paul because of the writers who 
were living here at the time. “I was 
a waitress in the bar at the Com-
modore,” she said. The Commo-
dore was where Saint Paul’s most 
famous author, F. Scott Fitzgerald, 
lived for a time in the 1920s, she 
noted. Kirkpatrick was writing for 
Preview magazine at the time, the 
precursor to Minnesota Monthly, and 
she contributed a piece titled, “An-
other Round, Another Generation at 
the Commodore Hotel Bar.” 

Kirkpatrick said she started writ-
ing seriously in the 1970s, during 
the protests against the Vietnam 
War. “It’s natural to me that a poem 
speaks from one voice, but also is 
linked to the cultural and politi-
cal moment in which we find our-
selves—to our power, or lack of 
power, as citizens,” she said. “The 
real subject of poetry is always, 
‘what is it like to be alive right here, 
right now.’”

Among Kirkpatrick’s books are 
Century’s Road: Poems by Patricia 
Kirkpatrick (2004) and Plowie: A 
Story from the Prairie (1994). Her po-
ems have also appeared in such an-
thologies as Robert Bly in This World 
and She Walks in Beauty, edited by  
Caroline Kennedy.  

She has taught undergraduate 
and graduate courses in writing 
at Hamline University, Macalester 
College and the University of Min-
nesota and in elementary and sec-
ondary schools, including J.J. Hill 
Montessori where her two now 
grown sons attended. 

“Saint Paul has beauty and char-
acter in its neighborhoods, old 
houses and the Mississippi River,” 
she said. “It has bookstores, librar-
ies and parks, and it has had fund-
ing for the arts and artists. I don’t 
want to see Saint Paul become too 
rarified a place for people—the 
writers, artists, teachers and fami-
lies who often do extraordinary 
things—to live. Maybe we don’t 
need more granite countertops and 
high-rise apartments built right up 
to the street as much as we need to 
address what happened to the Black 
neighborhood of Rondo or how to 
close the racial opportunity gap in 
our schools.” 

In order to better understand 
one’s neighbors and the world, 
Kirkpatrick said, it is essential to 
teach children the value of reading 
and writing. “Two years ago, I vis-
ited one of my sons when he was  

living in Uganda and got to teach 
some writing lessons to primary 
students there,” she said. “We 
barely spoke the same language but 
were able to read and write togeth-
er. I’ll never forget that.

“When I read to my children 
when they were young, the form 
and rhythm of picture books came 
through my hands as I turned 
the pages. Now the same thing is 
happening as I read to my grand- 
children.

“For me, poetry has always been 
something that comes and goes,” 
Kirkpatrick said. “It’s like a bird at 
the window. I’m working on pic-
ture books now, trying to link some 
daily routines and rituals common 
to children throughout the world, 
maybe in an alphabet book, maybe 
with rhyme. It’s something I’ve nev-
er much pursued, but something 
my 3-year-old grandson loves.”

By Jane McClure

The developers of a proposed 36-unit 
apartment building for low-income 
seniors near West Seventh Street and 

Saint Paul Avenue are again seeking finan-
cial assistance. The Highland District Council 
(HDC) Community Development Committee 
on June 15 agreed to offer a letter of support to 
city officials for the $12 million project.

The apartment building would be built 
against the bluff behind Highland Chateau at 
2319 W. Seventh St., with five stories in front 
and three in the rear. The first floor would in-
clude a common area as well as eight parking 
spaces. Above that would be a mix of studio 

and one-bedroom apartments.
Nonprofit housing developer Trellis Co. is 

seeking Low-Income Housing Tax Credits for 
the project. If funding and other city approv-
als are obtained, construction would begin in 
2022.

Last July, the HDC committee approved a 
similar letter of support for the project, which  
finished second among six that were vying for 
the city’s share of the tax credits.

Trellis, formerly known as the Commu-
nity Housing Development Corporation, an-
nounced the new name last August after in-
corporating with BDC Management. Trellis 
now owns and manages about 5,000 afford-
able housing units in Minnesota, mostly in 

the Twin Cities metro area. 
Trellis provides housing for seniors, fami-

lies, veterans, people transitioning out of 
homelessness and people with disabilities. It 
also works with social service providers for its 
residents.

Dan Walsh, Trellis’ vice president for hous-
ing development, said the Highland apart-
ments would be for active seniors making 30 
percent or less of the Twin Cities area median 
household income, or around $25,000 per 
year. A few units would be allocated for se-
niors coming out of homelessness through a 
partnership with Catholic Charities.

“One of our goals is to provide high-quality 
housing, a campus approach in partnership 

with Highland Chateau,” Walsh said.
Highland Chateau would share its ameni-

ties and services with residents of the new 
building, including meal service. The 64-room 
Highland Chateau serves as a short-term resi-
dence for people needing transitional care. It 
is owned and operated by Health Dimensions 
Group.

Walsh said the property behind Highland 
Chateau would need to be rezoned from sin-
gle-family to multifamily use. Variances also 
might be needed, but that will not be known 
until a city staff review is conducted. 

Any trees removed to make way for the 
development would have to be replaced,  
Walsh said. 

Committee supports apartments for low-income seniors near Highland Chateau

‘Blood Moon’ rising
Poet Kirkpatrick reemerges from pandemic

Macalester-Groveland poet Patricia Kirkpatrick.  photo by brad stauffer

“I was a child who 
couldn’t catch a ball, 
but I started writing 
poetry when I was 

7 years old.”
                — Patricia 
                Kirkpatrick
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By Frank Jossi

Regulatory and financial challenges 
have prompted the Opus Group to 
pull out of a proposed five-story senior 

apartment complex on the former site of the 
Moose Country restaurant and River Bluffs 
Center on Highway 13 in Lilydale.

Last month, Opus informed the Lilydale 
City Council that it had cancelled a purchase 
agreement with Joe and 
Linda Schaefer, owners 
of the 5.7-acre property. 
Opus had received ap-
proval from the city in 
2019 to begin final design 
work on a 143-apartment 
development on the site. 

The Schaefers had 
owned Moose Country since 1984. They 
bought the adjoining 29,000-square-foot for-
mer Diamond Jim’s Mall in 2004 and renamed 
it River Bluffs, which was home to around 16 
small shops. In 2018, the couple announced 
plans to sell the site to Lifestyle Communities 
LLC for a senior housing complex. All of the 
tenants were told to evacuate by that spring 
and the site has been vacant ever since. Opus 
took over after Lifestyle pulled out.

Opus planned a complex with 122 indepen-
dent and assisted living units and 21 memory 
care units, with climate-controlled parking at 
ground level. The building would have been 
managed by Ebenezer Senior Living. 

Opus had asked the city for nearly $4 mil-
lion in tax increment financing (TIF) for the 
project. Lilydale Mayor Warren Peterson said 
Opus pulled out of the deal just before a pub-
lic hearing was scheduled for the City Council 

meeting in May.
“I was surprised because I thought it was 

a done deal,” Peterson said. “We had worked 
out the financing and we were ready to go.” 

Phil Cattanach, vice president of Opus, said 
the site was “phenomenal,” but plagued by 
several challenges. It required setbacks from 
the bluff to meet the Mississippi River Critical 
Corridor Area requirements and from High-
way 13, which is owned by the Minnesota De-

partment of Transporta-
tion (MnDOT). 

Because of underlying 
bedrock, the first level of 
the building also had to 
be set aside for parking, 
which decreased the po-
tential number of units. 
The long, shallow prop-

erty “is a complicated site to try to figure out,”  
Cattanach said. “You couldn’t build what’s 
there today.”

But perhaps the biggest blow came when 
the state updated its building code for senior 
housing that requires steel or concrete for the 
apartments Opus was planning, Cattanach 
said. The new regulations, which take effect 
in August, are intended to protect vulnerable 
senior residents in case of fire.

“After August 1, it’s unlikely we’ll see much 
activity in the space until supply and demand 
get back to being more balanced,” Cattanach 
predicted. 

The other looming issue Opus faced was 
financing, as many investors have reportedly 
gravitated to industrial properties and other 
types of housing. “There were a lot of chal-
lenges in financing a project of this nature 
now,” Cattanach said. 

The Saint Paul native was disappointed in 
not being able to build the project. He said the 
area still has a demand for senior housing and 
the location held promise based on the suc-
cess of nearby Lilydale Senior Living. 

Opus worked with the Friends of the Missis-
sippi River and others over stormwater drain-
age, setbacks from the bluff and the building’s 
height to stay within state guidelines. Cattan-
ach praised city officials and MnDOT for be-
ing part of a collaborative effort that offered 
“a solution that was sensitive enough to all of 
the various stakeholders’ needs.”

Opus looked at the potential for offices or 
retail stores on the site, but found problems 
there as well. Cattanach said the property 
has no walkability to other property in the 
area and little demand exists for offices in the 
East Metro. The shopping center’s limited size 
and parking would argue against either use,  

according to him. High construction costs, 
the underground parking issue and height re-
strictions took other housing off the table. 

“We did everything we could,” he said. “You 
know you should never get emotionally at-
tached to a deal, but we certainly were at this 
for quite a long time. The sellers and the city 
and really everyone rolled their sleeves up to 
try to find a way to get there.”

The sale of the property is now being han-
dled by Transwestern real estate. Manag-
ing principal Mike Selman said that though 
the property no longer has appeal as senior 
housing, he believes he will find a multifam-
ily developer to buy the property and remains 
hopeful a deal can be completed by the end of 
the year.

Mayor Peterson seemed less optimistic. “I’m 
not confident,” he said. “People are looking at 
it, but I don’t know what’s going to happen.”

The former Sunfish Cellars is among the storefronts that have sat empty for three years now as redevel-
opment plans continue to languish at River Bluffs Center in Lilydale.

Opus calls off plan for senior 
housing along Lilydale bluffs
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The following criminal incidents were compiled 
from Saint Paul and Mendota Heights police de-
partment reports and other sources.

Highland Park
Child drowns—Rescuers searched the 

Mississippi River for a 12-year-old boy who 
went missing after wading near Hidden Falls 
Park on Monday, June 7. His body was found 
at 10:15 a.m. Wednesday, June 9, downstream 
from the Lilydale boat launch.  

Robbery—A robbery at gunpoint was re-
ported on the 1300 block of Saint Paul Avenue 
at 10:48 p.m. Thursday, May 27.

—A strong-arm robbery was reported on 
the 800 block of South Cleveland Avenue at 
3:27 p.m. Tuesday, June 8.

Burglary—A commercial break-in was re-
ported on the 2200 block of Ford Parkway at 
1:16 a.m. Sunday, May 30.

—Residential burglaries were reported on 
the 2500 block of Edgcumbe Road on June 5, 
and the 500 block of South Lexington Park-
way on June 9.

Theft—Several items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from vehicles 
on Inner Drive on May 28, and the 900 block 
of Saint Paul Avenue and the 2000 block of  
Village Lane on May 31.

—Vehicles were reported stolen on the 
2500 block of West Seventh Street on May 
28, the 2100 and 1500 blocks of Ford Parkway 
on June 5, and the 1200 block of Randolph  
Avenue on June 9.  

Arson—An arson fire was reported on the 
1300 block of East Maynard Drive at 9:12 a.m. 
Tuesday, June 1.

Lexington-Hamline
Theft—A vehicle was reported stolen on 

the 1100 block of Hague Avenue on Wednes-
day, June 2.

Miscellaneous—An incident involving 
the possession of methamphetamine was re-
ported on the 1300 block of Marshall Avenue 
at 12:08 a.m. Sunday, June 6. 

Macalester-Groveland
Burglary—A residential break-in was re-

ported on the 200 block of South Hamline  
Avenue at 8:30 a.m. Wednesday, June 2.

— A commercial burglary was reported 
on the 1600 block of Grand Avenue at 9 p.m.  
Sunday, May 30.

Theft—Several items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from vehicles on 
the 1700 block of Berkeley Avenue on May 30, 
the 1800 block of Wellesley Avenue on June 2, 
and on Hamline and Palace avenues on June 3. 

—Vehicles were reported stolen on the 
1800 block of Randolph Avenue on May 30, 
the 1900 block of Fairmount Avenue on June 
2, and the 400 block of Warwick Street on 
June 8.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on Cretin 
and Grand avenues on Saturday, May 29. 

Miscellaneous—An incident involving the 
possession of cocaine was reported on Jeffer-
son and Snelling avenues on Saturday, June 5. 

—Incidents involving the possession of 
methamphetamine were reported on Juliet 
and Snelling avenues on June 5, and the 1700 
block of Saint Clair Avenue on June 8.

Mendota Heights
Burglary—A burglary was reported on the 

1000 block of Second Street in Mendota at 
7:18 p.m. Saturday, May 29.

Theft—Thefts from vehicles were report-
ed on the 1000 block of Highway 13 on June 
1, two incidents on the 1300 block of Acacia 
Boulevard on June 3, and the 1100 block of Ivy 
Hill Drive on June 3. 

—Several electric toothbrushes were re-
ported stolen during a shoplifting incident 
on the 700 block of Highway 62 at 4:42 p.m. 
Sunday, May 30.

Assault—A suspect was arrested for felony 
domestic assault, stalking and strangulation 
at 3:21 p.m. Thursday, May 20, on the 1000 
block of Northland Drive.

Miscellaneous—Officers stopped a vehicle 
for weaving and discovered a large amount of 
marijuana and a large amount of cash at 2:18 
a.m. Wednesday, June 9, on eastbound I-494.

Merriam Park
Burglary—A commercial break-in was re-

ported on the 2100 block of Marshall Avenue 
at 4:20 a.m. Friday, May 28.

—Burglaries were reported on the 1700 
block of Marshall on June 5, and the 2100 
block of Carroll Avenue on June 8.

Theft—Several items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from a vehicle on 
the  1700 block of Hague Avenue on May 28. 

—Vehicles were reported stolen on the 
1600 block of Marshall Avenue on May 29, the 

600 block of Desnoyer Avenue on June 2, on 
Finn Street and Selby Avenue on June 3, and 
the 400 block of Herschel Street on June 5. 

Sex crime—A rape was reported on the 
2000 block of Marshall Avenue at 12:30 a.m. 
Saturday, May 29.

Assault—An aggravated assault with a 
knife was reported on the 300 block of Pierce 
Street at 12:24 a.m. Wednesday, June 2.

Arson—Fires were reported on the 300 
block of North Wilder Street on May 29, the 
400 block of Pierce Street on May 20, the 1600 
block of Spruce Street Avenue on June 1, and 
the 1900 block of University Avenue on June 8.

Snelling-Hamline
Burglary—A commercial break-in was re-

ported on Snelling and Ashland avenues at 
9:23 a.m. Wednesday, June 9.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on Ham-
line and Portland avenues on Saturday, May 29. 

Summit Hill
Burglary—Commercial break-ins were re-

ported on the 900 block of Goodrich Avenue 
on June 6, and on Dale Street south of Summit 
Avenue on June 7.

Theft—A vehicle was reported stolen on 
Avon Street and Grand Avenue on Thursday, 
May 27.

—A shoplifting loss of more than $1,000 
was reported on the 1000 block of Grand at 
7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 27.

—Several items valued at more than $1,000 
were reported stolen from vehicles on the 1100 
block of Grand Avenue on June 6, on Saint  
Albans Street and Grand on June 7, and the 
1100 block of Lincoln Avenue on June 9. 

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on the 
1100 block of Grand Avenue on May 29, on 
Victoria Street and Linwood Avenue on May 
30, and the 600 block of Grand on June 1. 

Summit-University
Burglary—Residential break-ins were re-

ported on the 100 block of Farrington Street 
on May 28, and the 700 block of Selby Avenue 
on June 7.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on 
the 600 block of Ashland Avenue and the 800 
block of Carroll Avenue on May 27, the 400 
block of Dayton Avenue on May 27, the 200 
block of North Oxford Street on May 29 and 
June 1, the 500 block of Selby Avenue on June 

4, the 1000 block of Dayton on June 5, three 
vehicles on the 800 block of Selby on June 6-7, 
and the 700 block of Saint Anthony Avenue on 
June 7. 

Assault—An aggravated assault with a 
knife was reported on the 400 block of North 
Oxford Street at 1:12 p.m. Sunday, June 6.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on the 
1000 block of Iglehart Avenue on May 29, the 
900 block of Dayton Avenue on June 1, the 
600 block of Iglehart on June 5, and the 200 
block of Victoria Street on June 8.

Miscellaneous—An incident involving nar-
cotics was reported on the 300 block of North 
Dale Street at 10:43 p.m. Tuesday, June 8.

West End
Robbery—Strong-arm robberies were re-

ported on Irvine and Pleasant avenues on May 
28, and the 1500 block of West Seventh Street 
on May 31.

—A robbery was reported on West Seventh 
and Randolph Avenue at 1:41 p.m. Saturday, 
June 5. A robbery at gunpoint was also re-
ported in that same area at 11:35 p.m. Sunday, 
June 6. 

Burglary—Commercial break-ins were re-
ported on the 200 block of Grand Avenue on 
May 30, and the 200 block of West Seventh 
Street on June 1.

—Residential burglaries were reported on 
the 500 block of View Street on June 3, and the 
700 block of James Avenue on June 7.

—A burglary was reported on the 1000 
block of West Seventh at 5:25 p.m. Wednes-
day, June 9.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on 
the 700 block of Mercer Street on May 31, 
the 300 block of Duke Street on June 1, and 
the 300 block of Irvine Avenue on June 6 and 
again on June 8. 

Arson—Three arson fires were reported on 
the 800-1100 blocks of West Seventh Street 
between 3:07-9:45 a.m. Wednesday, June 2.

Assault—An aggravated assault with a 
dangerous weapon was reported on the 200 
block of West Seventh at 1:01 a.m. Sunday, 
June 6.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on Satur-
day, May 29, on the 900 block of West Seventh 
Street and the 200 block of Cliff Street.

Miscellaneous—Felony criminal damage 
to property was reported on the 500 block of 
Harrison Avenue at 9:50 a.m. Friday, June 4.

Crime Report

coldwellbankerhomes.comHighland Park   1991 Ford Pkwy.  651-698-2481
Crocus Hill  821 Grand Ave.  651-227-9144
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1452 Sargent
Delightful four-square home with exqui-
site backyard, updated kitchen, mini-
splits, gas fireplace, gleaming hardwood 
floors, 3 bedroom, 2 bath. 
Call for details.    

      briAn wAGner
  651-497-4387 • $400,000

270 4th Street, #408
Lowertown living at it’s best! 2400 total 
sf, 2 bedroom/2 bath home with owner’s 
suite, exquisite kitchen, 2 balconies, 3 
garage home, pet friendly 
building. Call for details.    

      briAn wAGner
  651-497-4387 • $699,900

2052 Berkeley avenue, Saint Paul 
Timeless two story in the Heart of Macalester 
Groveland! Home shows off 1800 sq ft above 
ground w/3 large BR’s upstairs & oversized clos-
ets. Beautiful updated kitchen w/
SS appliances & brand new stone 
countertops plus newer windows 
throughout the entire home!

mike distAd 
612-275-1343 • $474,900

300 Mcknight rd S, #213, MaPlewood, Mn  55119
4 bed/3.5 bath/2 car garage. This spacious 
Maplewood townhouse has been lovingly 
updated. Feel welcomed from the light-
filled, large living room to the 
updated kitchen. 2 bedrooms 
have ensuite baths!
HomesWithNancyBerger.com

nAnCy berGer
651-236-0636 • $269,750

1739 MarShall avenue
Charming 3 bedroom in Merriam Park.   
Beautiful woodwork, updated kitchen 
and gorgeous yard.  
AnotherHomeSoldByMary.com

mAry knUdsen crs 
651-335-6619
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By Anne Murphy

When Reverend Carl Walker and 
Grant West founded their music 
academy in 1988, it was with a 

rented piano in a rented duplex. “There were 
times when we thought we might have to 
close the doors,” said Walker, who lives near 
the academy at 760 Selby Ave. “Now we’re 
seeing our mission come to fruition in ways 
we never expected.”

Last month Walker-West received a grant 
of $625,000 from the McKnight Foundation. 
It was one of 10 Minnesota arts organiza-
tions recognized by McKnight with grants of 
$500,000 or more as part 
of a nationwide Ford Foun-
dation program focused on 
groups serving people of 
color. 

From the beginning, 
Walker-West has taught 
music in the African Ameri-
can tradition of people 
gathering, exploring and 
growing through music. Initially, Walker-
West concentrated on students who other-
wise might not be exposed to music. Today, in 
addition to conducting vocal and instrumen-
tal lessons for 230 students of all ages, it offers 
a senior choir and engages in partnerships 
with a variety of organizations, including the 
Saint Paul Public Schools. 

“It’s been a climb from the beginning,” said 
West, who continues to teach at the acad-
emy. “But the grant validates our mission and 
methodology. It recognizes what we do and 
how we do it and helps us as we strive to do 
even more.”

Walker-West executive director Braxton 
Haulcy said he could not agree more. Accord-
ing to him, the grant money will be spread out 
over five years and used to help fund a variety 
of programs. 

“This is the largest grant we’ve ever re-
ceived,” said Haulcy, who stepped into his role 

at Walker-West in 2019. And it came as a sur-
prise, according to him. One day he received a 
call from McKnight asking for information on 
the academy’s financials. Not long after, “we 
get this email saying you have $625,000.” 

“The grant couldn’t have come at a bet-
ter time,” Haulcy said. “We just finished up a 
feasibility study for a capital campaign we’re 
planning to roll out in the fall. This is a nice 
gift to get started. It’s unrestricted. We can use 
it for operations. We can use part of it for our 
capital campaign. It gives us a lot of flexibility.

“Last year we had our best year ever in 
terms of keeping tuition income at pretty 
much the same level as the year before,” 

Haulcy said. “And a lot of 
foundations came out and 
supported us with COVID 
grants. We hit $1.2 million 
in revenue. That’s the high-
est revenue we’ve ever had. 
When I came here, we were 
at $450,000 in revenue, and 
we had a $170,000 loss.”

Thanks to those founda-
tions and the efforts of its instructors, Walker-
West “weathered the storm of the pandemic 
fairly decently,” Haulcy said. “When the state 
shut down, our string instructors met with 
me over the weekend and we trained them to 
do virtual classes. On Monday we continued 
lessons. I always tell people our instructors 
are heroes. We were able to use technology to 
keep things going. The ironic thing is, when 
we went through our strategic planning pro-
cess we talked about using online technology 
for teaching. We didn’t think we could do it 
well enough, so we put it on a shelf. When the 
state shut down, we took it off the shelf.”

Haulcy also credited the families of Walker-
West students. “They stuck with us,” he said. 
“They were very patient. They appreciated the 
opportunity to continue with lessons online. 
And right now I think we’re ahead of our pre-
COVID enrollment levels. And online learning 
isn’t going to go away.”

According to Haulcy, the grant money 
will allow the academy to better serve its 
students with increased support for in-
structors and scholarships and new instru-
ments. “We now cover all generations,” 
he said, “and we want to expand our vision of 
lifelong learning and use the healing power of 
music to serve all ages.

“The other piece of it is, we want to con-
tinue working with community partners 
throughout the Twin Cities.” Those partners 
include Ramsey County, Obama Elementary 
School in Summit-University, the MacPhail 
Center for Music in Minneapolis and the Twin 
Cities Jazz Festival. 

“With the federal No Child Left Behind 
Act, music was taken out of schools because 
it was not reading and writing and arithme-
tic,” Haulcy said. “But take a step back and ask 
what is music? It’s reading and writing and 
arithmetic. When I came to Walker-West, I 
sat down with the staff and said we need to 

get out of the silos. We needed to engage with 
the community and use the healing power of 
music to make it better.

“We have a unique way of teaching at 
Walker-West,” Haulcy said. “It’s called play 
to learn. You pick things up by ear. Just as you 
teach a child to speak before you teach him or 
her to read and write, we want our students 
to speak with their instruments before they 
learn to read and write music.

“It’s part of catching the tones and pat-
terns and the changes in the music and us-
ing improvisational methods for jazz, blues, 
contemporary and even classical music. We 
call that the secret sauce. When Walker-West 
started, it was 100 percent African American. 
Then people across town found out about 
the secret sauce, and they started coming to 
Walker-West.” Now, he added, white stu-
dents slightly outnumber those of color.

“It’s kind of a magical, spiritual place,” 
Haulcy said. “It’s family.”

Music to their ears
McKnight grant caps successful 
year for Walker-West Academy

Walker-West co-founders Grant West (left) and the Reverend Carl Walker (right) are joined by execu-
tive director Braxton Haulcy and students Jay Marr, 15, and Josiah Walker, 14, in the Selby Avenue music 
academy’s performance room.  Photo by Brad Stauffer

“This is the largest 
grant we’ve ever 
received,” Haulcy 

said, “(and it) 
couldn’t have come 

at a better time.”
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Theater
Shakespeare’s delightful comedy, Twelfth 
Night will be performed in the open air by 
Classics Lost ’n’ Found Theater at 7 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays, June 25-26 and 
July 2-3, at Lake Nokomis Park, 2401 E. 
Minnehaha Pkwy. in Minneapolis. Admission 
is by donation. In case of rain, the show will 
be moved inside Lake Nokomis Lutheran 
Church, 5011 31st Ave. S. in Minneapolis.

Origins, a short piece in which disabled 
performing artists tell how they got started 
in theater, will be presented by Full Circle 
Theater on June 25 and 26 along with a panel 
discussion on issues of equity for disabled 
performers and performers of color. The 
live program is being presented online at 7 
p.m. Friday and Saturday. Panelists include 
Nathan R. Stenberg, Quinci Bachman, Fern 
Naomi Renville and Houa Moua. Admission 
is free, but reservations are required. Visit 
tinyurl.com/DisabilityandTheater.

Shakespeare’s comedy, A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream is being performed through 
July 18 in parks across the Twin Cities by 
the Classical Actors Ensemble. The music 
is live, admission is free, and theater-goers 
are invited to pack a picnic supper. The 
curtain rises at 7 p.m. Saturday, June 26, at 
Lake of the Isles; 3 p.m. Sunday, June 27, at 
Cedar Lake East Beach, 2000 Upton Ave. S., 
Minneapolis; 7 p.m. Thursday, July 1, at Saint 
Clement’s Church, 901 Portland Ave.; 7 p.m. 
Friday, July 2, in Newell Park, 900 N. Fairview 
Ave.; 7 p.m. Saturday, July 3, 10 and 17, at Lake 
of the Isles; 7 p.m. Friday, July 9, on Como 
Boulevard and Churchill Street in Como Park; 
and 7 p.m. Sunday, July 18, at the Minneapolis 
Sculpture Garden, 725 Vineland Place. Visit 
classicalactorsensemble.org.

Exhibits
Walking tours in and around downtown 
Saint Paul will once again be offered free of 
charge this summer by Landmark Center. The 
free tours step out at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. 
The schedule includes the Great River Tour 
along the mighty Mississippi on June 23 and 
July 14 and the Rice Park area on July 7 and 
21. Tours are limited to 10 participants, and 
reservations are required. COVID protocols 
will be observed. Visit landmarkcenter.org or 
call Sydney at 651-292-3063. Virtual tours are 
available anytime at landmarkcenter.org.

A longhorn beetle with antennae more than 
12 feet across, a butterfly with a five-foot 
wingspan, heavily-armored stag beetles with 
jaws as big as a human leg await visitors 
to the Bell Museum of Natural History, 
Cleveland and Larpenteur avenues in Falcon 
Heights. On view through September 12, 
“Bugs Outside the Box” presents replicas 
of the insect world blown up to gigantic 
proportions as well as life-size examples 
of the insects along with information on 
their habits and habitats. Visitors can create 
their own bugs from bug parts and organize 
them according to shared characteristics. 
Specimens from the University of Minnesota 
Insect Museum are displayed along with the 

tools for collecting them. Bug trivia nights 
and workshops on eco-friendly gardening are 
also offered. Admission is $12, $10 for seniors, 
$9 for youths ages 3-21. Timed reservations 
are required. Call 612-626-9660 or visit 
bellmuseum.umn.edu/admissions.

“After Promontory: 150 Years of Trans­
continental Railroading,” historical photos 
that illustrate the lasting impact of the 
transcontinental railroads in the American 
West, are on view through August 31 in the 
Head House of Saint Paul’s historic Union 
Depot, Fourth and Sibley streets. More than 
60 images by such photographers as William 
Henry Jackson, Timothy H. O’Sullivan 
and Carleton E. Watkins are included in 
the free exhibit. A photographic history of 
railroading in Minnesota is also featured. 
Visit uniondepot.org.

“Wise, Gifted and Black: Art by the Mag
nificent Golden Agers” will be displayed 
from June 27 through July 17 in the window 
gallery of the Minnesota Museum of Amer
ican Art, Fourth and Robert streets. As 
part of a residency at the Hallie Q. Brown 
Community Center, this collective of Black 
women elders has created collages, written 
reflections, poetry and photography around 
themes of Black identity and the intersection 
of art and activism. In conjunction with 
the exhibit, kits for making your own art 
at home will be distributed free to all ages 
from 1-3 p.m. Sunday, July 11, outside of the 

museum’s entrance. Each kit 
includes a copy of the children’s 
book Joey and Grandpa Johnson’s 
Day in Rondo by Dr. Artika Tyner 
and “From Hurt to Healing,” 
an activity book created by the 
Irreducible Grace Foundation 
in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic and the murder of 
George Floyd.

The Saint Paul Public 
Schools’ Honors Art Exhibition 
showcasing the talents of 
student artists from seven 
Saint Paul high schools will be 
presented from June 27 through 
July 17 in the window gallery 
of the Minnesota Museum of 
American Art, 350 N. Robert St. 

Family
Make the Saint Paul Public 
Library your destination for 
summer fun and learning. 
Summer Spark, a series of 
outdoor and virtual events, 
reading challenges and book 
giveaways for children of all 
ages, is running through August 
31. Stop at any Saint Paul public 
library to register and pick 
up activity and reading logs 
and a book to keep. Complete 
10 activities or 10 hours of 
reading and earn a color-your-
own bookmark. Complete 20 
activities or 20 reading hours and 
earn a journal and pen. Among 
the activities are outdoor story 

strolls; kits with art materials to create in the 
great outdoors; and online performances by 
storytellers, jugglers, magicians and others. 
Participation is free of charge. Visit sppl.org/
summer or call 651-266-7000.

Film
Free movies are rolling at dusk this summer 
in Minneapolis parks. Sponsored by the city’s 
Parks and Recreation Board, the films include 
Star Wars: Rise of Skywalker (PG-13) on June 
24 in Brackett Park, 2728 S. 39th Ave.; Angry 
Birds 2 Frenemies (PG), June 25, Lake Harriet 
Bandshell; the Jackie Robinson biopic 42 
(PG-13), July 6, Powderhorn Park, 3400 15th 
Ave. S.; Frozen 2 (PG), July 8, Minnehaha Falls 
Park, 4801 S. Minnehaha Drive; Ford v. Ferrari 
(PG-13), July 9, Lake Harriet Bandshell;  and 
Princess Bride (PG), July 10, Lake Nokomis 
Park. Visit mplsmusicandmovies.com.

Drive-in movies are being presented 
monthly this summer at Saint Paul’s Union 
Depot. Jurassic Park will be shown at 9:15 
p.m. Friday, June 25. Grab your popcorn and 
pull up to a parking spot in Lot D off Kellogg 
Boulevard underneath the Lafayette Bridge. 
Tickets are $15 per car and can be purchased 
at eventbrite.com. Parking is first-come, first-
served starting at 7 p.m. Hot dogs, chili dogs, 
candy and other concessions will be avail
able. Visit uniondepot.org.

Books
Next Chapter Booksellers, 38 S. Snelling 
Ave., will host free online readings and 
discussions with author J.L. Torres and his 
story collection, Migrations, at 7 p.m. Monday, 
June 28; and Minnesota poets Sharon Chmie
larz and Richard Terrill, Cincinnati poet 
laureate Pauletta Hansel and Virginia poet 
laureate Carolyn Kreiter-Foronda in a Literary 
Lights celebration at 2 p.m. Sunday, July 11. 
Visit nextchapterbooksellers.com.

SubText Books, 6 W. Fifth St., will host free 
online readings and discussions with authors 
John Paul Brammer and his book, Hola Papi: 
How to Come Out in a Walmart Parking Lot and 
Other Life Lessons, at 7 p.m. Tuesday, June 29; 
and Megha Majumdar and her debut novel, 
A Burning, 7 p.m. Thursday, July 8. To register 
for the link, visit subtextbooks.com.

Music
Music as free as the fresh air in which it is 
performed is being presented at 7 p.m. on 
Thursdays and Fridays in Minnehaha Falls 
Park, 4801 S. Minnehaha Drive. The schedule 
includes singer-songwriters Sesay & Kaity 
Joan and Glossy on June 24; finger-style 
guitarist Peter Ruddy, June 25; alternative 
folk-rockers the Night Light Chasers, July 1; 
Root River Jam, July 2; Homeward Bound, 
July 8; and the Mystery Crew Band, July 9. 
Visit mplsmusicandmovies.com.

The Minnesota Orchestra’s series of free 
online concerts continues with “A Summer 
Prelude” at 8 p.m. Friday, June 25, featuring 
conductor Osmo Vänskä and violinist Erin 
Keefe in works by Coleridge-Taylor and Weill 
and the world premiere of Vänskä’s Overture. 
The concert is open to a limited in-person 
audience. Visit minnesotaorchestra.org.

Women’s Drum Center, 2242 University 
Ave., will offer a class in hand drumming for 
beginners from 5-6 p.m. Tuesday, June 29. 
Use djembes to explore pulse and rhythm 
and learn the foundations of African songs. 
The cost is $10, drums provided. To register, 
email info@womensdrumcenter.org. 

Como Lakeside Pavilion, 1360 N. Lexington 
Pkwy., will host the following concerts. 
The shows are free unless otherwise 
indicated: Savannah Smith and Reina del 
Cid at 7 p.m. June 25 ($20, for tickets, visit 
brownpapertickets.com); Saint Louis Park 
Community Band, 7:30 p.m. June 27; North 
Suburban Chorus, 7 p.m. June 28; Minnesota 
Sinfonia, 7 p.m. June 30; Como Pops, 3 p.m. 
July 4; Explosion Big Band, 7 p.m. July 5; Frid
ley City Band, 7 p.m. July 6; and Stan Bann’s 
Big Bone Band, 7 p.m. July 11.

Et cetera
Comedy and music by women and for 
everyone is featured from 5-7 p.m. on 
Sundays, July 4 through August 22, on the 
outdoor stage at Keg and Case Market, 928 
W. Seventh St. Produced by Rock What You 
Got, the entertainment is free and rated PG-
13. Visit rockwhatyougotlive.com.

FRIday/JUNE 25
MEMORIAL BLOOD CENTERS will be 
accepting blood donations between 10 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. at the Highland Park Commu-
nity Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. To make an 
appointment, visit mbc.org or highland-
districtcouncil.org. The event is also be-
ing conducted as a donation drive for the 
overnight shelter operated by Project Home 
at Provincial House, 1890 Randolph Ave. Full-
sized personal care items, including sham-
poo, conditioner, body wash, body lotion, 
toothpaste and deodorant, may be dropped 
off during those same hours.

Sunday/June 27
THE SAINT PAUL HIKING CLUB will gather 
this afternoon for a 5-mile hike along both 
sides of the Mississippi River between the 
Wabasha and Smith Avenue bridges. The 
hike will step out at 2:30 p.m. from the 
basketball court at Cherokee Park, 700 
Cherokee Heights Blvd. New members are 
welcome. Call Sharon at 651-207-5926.

TUESday/June 29
“Who Gets to Vote?,” a free online dis-
cussion about the latest efforts to legislate 
the electoral process from both sides of the 
aisle, will be presented from 7-8 p.m. by the 
League of Women Voters Saint Paul. Local 
pundits and professors David Schultz and 
Tammy Patrick will lead the discussion 
about the historical and contemporary 

efforts to decide who gets to vote. To register 
for the Zoom link, visit lwvsp.org.

SUNday/JULY 5
The residents of Portland Avenue 
between Griggs and Dunlap streets will 
present a Fourth of July parade and social 
beginning at 10:00 a.m. at 1184 Portland 
Ave. The 35th annual Independence Day 
cavalcade will feature neighborhood kids 
on bikes and trikes, a marching band and a 
human flag. A sing-along and a reading of 
the Declaration of Independence will also be 
part of the festivities.

THE KIOSK

Rejoice in resilience. The resilience of Black people 
through history is celebrated in Aleshea Harris’ What to Send 
Up When It Goes Down. The innovative drama uses monologues, 
scenes, songs and discussions to examine, reflect on and ulti­
mately cleanse the anti-blackness permeating people. It will be 
presented from July 2-18 in the parking lot of Pillsbury House 
Theatre, 3501 Chicago Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Directed by Signe 
V. Harriday, it stars (clockwise from upper left) JuCoby Johnson, 
Derrick Mosley, Mikell Sapp and Alexis Camille. Show times are 
5:30 p.m. Wednesdays-Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays. For ticket 
information, visit pillsburyhousetheatre.org or call 612-825-0459.
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SPORTS

CDH makes long-
awaited return to 
softball tourney 

 

Cretin-Derham Hall is no stranger to state high school 
sports tournaments. The Raiders have been frequent 
visitors in football, basketball, hockey and baseball, 

winning state championships in all of them along the way. 
Its softball teams, however, had not made regular 

appearances. In fact, in the previous 43 years of the state 
softball tournament, the Raiders had made just one trip to 
state–in 1991 when they lost to Mankato East in the Class AA 
championship game. 

On paper, there was little reason to think that would 
change when this spring’s Section 3AAA softball tournament 
began on June 1. The Raiders had gone 7-12 during the regular 
season, drawing the fifth seed, and opened on the road at 
fourth-seeded Visitation. 

CDH coach Patrick Bowlin was looking forward to the 
sections nonetheless. “From March 29, the first day of spring 
practice, the goal was to make the state tournament,” Bowlin 
said. “We felt we had the ability to do it.”

Bowlin knew that the team’s regular-season record would 
be meaningless come section time. “We play in the best or 
second-best conference in the state (the Suburban East),” 
he said. “Every team we played during the regular season is 
a Class AAAA school. Once we got through a rough first two 
weeks of the season, we were fine.”

Indeed, the Raiders dropped their first five games before 
notching wins over Roseville and Mounds View. The wins 
then became more frequent, thanks in part to eighth-grade 
pitcher Brooke Nesdahl. Her battery mate, junior catcher 
Sammy Muetzel, led the team in hitting with a .463 regular-
season average. 

And as the season wore on, Muetzel had more company 
in the hit parade. CDH finished strong, winning three of the 
last four games of the regular season, scoring 48 runs in the 
process. “We actually ended the season with more wins than I 
anticipated,” Bowlin said.

That hitting trend continued against the Blazers in the first 
round of sections. The Raiders broke a 3-3 tie with six runs 
in the fifth inning and added nine more in the sixth for an 
impressive 18-5 win. 

Eighth-ranked Simley had knocked off top-seeded 
Richfield in its quarterfinal matchup. Thus, the Raiders found 
themselves playing at home in the second round. The Raiders 
disposed of the Spartans 6-4 and then edged second-seeded 
Holy Angels 5-4 to advance to the section final on June 11. 

Holy Angels won its way back for a second shot at the 
Raiders. Nesdahl was sharp from the start, blanking the Stars 
on five hits with nine strikeouts. Junior Anna Caruso went 
two-for-three with a run scored and sophomore Sophie Black 
went three-for-three and drove in a run in a two-run third 
inning. That was all CDH needed for the 2-0 win and a long-
awaited return to Mankato for the state tournament. 

“It’s a different atmosphere when you get to state,” Bowlin 
said. “There are a lot more people watching, for one thing.” 

The tournament format changed this year. Teams that 
lost in the first round were knocked out of the competition. 
Nesdahl and Becker’s Emma Eickhoff quickly took charge on 
the mound in the quarterfinal matchup on June 15. The only 
blemish in the game came when Becker’s Kurstyn Patnode hit 
a two-run home run in the third inning. The Raiders put two 
runners on base the next inning, but couldn’t advance them. 
CDH’s season ended with that 2-0 loss.

“I give the Becker kid who hit the homer a lot of credit,” 
Bowlin said. “The game came down to just one pitch.” 

The Raiders’ season came to a sudden end, but they left 
Mankato with their heads held high. “We stayed the course 
and got where we thought we could go,” said Bowlin, who is 
in his fifth season as head coach. 

CDH (11-13) graduated six seniors, including the entire 

The Wright Call
By Dave Wright
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By Bill Wagner

The Saint Thomas 
Academy lacrosse 
team went into its 

state quarterfinal game 
against Stillwater on 
June 15 feeding off a high. 
The Cadets had just de-
feated Simley 11-6 in the 
Section 3 finals and were 
riding a five-game win-
ning streak that included 
victories over Park of 
Cottage Grove and Ea-
gan in the previous sec-
tion rounds.

However, STA couldn’t 
continue the momen-
tum in the first round of 
state as fourth-seeded 
Stillwater finished off a 
relatively easy 13-5 vic-
tory that brought an end 
to the Cadets’ season. 

The game appeared at 
first to be a competitive 
matchup. STA, which led 
the Metro East Confer-
ence with a 5-0 record, 
had chances to make a good game of it 
early on against the Ponies. However, 
they couldn’t cash in enough against 
Stillwater goalie Gunner Arens, who 
made several outstanding saves. 

“Our goalie (James McDonald) played 
well too,” said STA coach Luke Marks, 
“but theirs was really hot and that’s 
what it came down to. (Arens) kind of 
stood on his head, but their whole team 
definitely came well-prepped.”

Scoring for the Cadets against the  
Ponies were senior attacker Jack Schwab, 
sophomore midfielder Adam Husaby, 
junior attacker Luke Candon, and soph-
omore midfielders Charlie Youtt and 
Carter Stahl.

Stillwater had also beaten STA 9-2 in 
the first game of the season this year. 
The Cadets went on after that to win the 
next seven out of eight games. 

The Cadets were much sharper 
against Simley in the section finals. STA, 
which had defeated the Spartans dur-
ing the regular season, went in know-

ing that Simley had some stalwart of-
fensive weapons. However, the Cadets 
were able to neutralize the big guns. STA 
was especially solid on several penalty-
killing efforts that Marks said probably 
turned the tide. 

“We didn’t give up a single goal in any 
of their man-advantage situations,” he 
said. 

Marks gave special commendations 
to senior defender Guiseppe Chiovera 
and senior defender/midfielder Ronan 
Lauber for how they handled things 
when their team was short-handed.

And nobody could be critical of the 
performance versus Simley of the Ca-
dets’ big three offensive aces—senior 
Baker Reding, sophomore Matthew 
Hudson and senior Brian Goblisch. For 
the season, Goblisch led the team with 
75 points, followed close behind by Hud-
son with 73 and Reding with 70. 

“Those guys just had a phenomenal 
game,” Marks said. “And we took care of 
business.’’

Senior goalie McDonald also came 
through with a fine year, posting a 7.8 
goals-against average to go with a .606 
save percentage. McDonald was in the 
nets for all of his club’s 12 wins. Marks 
referred to McDonald as one of the top 
five goalies in the state.

“He’s very consistent and he clears the 
ball well,” Marks said. “He studies the 
game. He’s a lacrosse junkie.” McDonald 
was named as a first-team all-section 
player.

Marks took the long view of 2021 re-
garding his team. “It was a great year,” 
he said. “We had a ton of depth on this 
team.”

The Cadets also made it to state in 
2019 (the  2020 season was canceled 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic). 

Marks said that while the Cadets (12-
5) graduated around a dozen players 
this season, the B-squad had some 30 
players and there was plenty of reason 
for optimism for the future. “We have 
some incredible young talent,” he said. 

By Bill Wagner

Unseeded Saint Thomas Academy 
won two of three games to claim 
third place in the state Class AAA 

baseball tournament on June 15-16 in 
Jordan.

The Cadets surprised many by blast-
ing top-seeded Willmar 16-9 in the first 
round. STA fell to Grand Rapids 4-3 in 
the semifinals the next day, but recov-
ered to outlast second-seeded Sartell 16-
15 in a barnburner that evening.

STA coach Jon Engeswick told his 
players afterward that they needed to 
focus on the big picture. 

“I told them that if losing a game in 
the state tournament is going to be the 
worst thing that happens to you com-
ing out of the pandemic, you’re going to 
have a pretty blessed life,” he said. “The 
third-place game was a great note to end 
on. It would’ve been better to have been 
at Target Field (for the championship), 
but our kids were excited to finish third 
as well.”

The Cadets were back on the field this 
spring after winning the state AAA title 
two years ago. The COVID-pandemic 
canceled last year’s season. 

The victory over Willmar in the open-
ing round was keyed by a five-run third 
inning that put STA up 11-5. Senior Ben 
Taxdahl led the way offensively by go-
ing four-for-four with five runs scored. 
Sophomore Gavin Engelbert had three 

hits, one of them a homer, and drove in 
four runs. Senior Tristin Thilmany also 
had three hits with four runs scored and 
pitched five innings to pick up the win.

Engeswick said he liked the look and 
feel of his team going into the state tour-
ney. “The pressure was off. There were 
obviously no expectations,” he said. “We 
just said to go out there and have fun.”

The Cadets couldn’t find that same 
offensive production in the semifi-
nal round against Grand Rapids. They 
weren’t able to do much to solve Thun-
derhawks’ pitcher Myles Gunderson, 
who hurled the complete game vic-
tory while striking out five and walking 
none. Gunderson allowed eight hits, but 
kept them scattered. 

Stick-to-itiveness
STA’s stellar lacrosse season ends with early state exit

STA senior Oscar Berg (left) and Stillwater’s Corbin Van Duyne face off in the quarterfinals of the state boys’ 
lacrosse tournament on June 15. Photo by Brad Stauffer

Cadets take third in state baseball tourney

Cadets baseball  c16

Score a whopping 35 
runs in three games
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starting outfield. Still, with Nesdahl as their mound leader 
and Caruso and Muetzel having one more year to go, there’s 
reason to hope that it might not be such a long time before 
CDH makes a return trip down Highway 169. 

Division I comes into clearer focus at UST 
A loss in the Division III Baseball Championship Series 

officially ended the University of Saint Thomas’ tour of 
duty as a member of the Minnesota Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference and Division III. 

At the same time UST was playing for one last shot at DIII 
gold, the school’s Division I programs were busy making 
news of their own. It started with women’s hockey. In early 
May, it was announced that Tom Palkowski, the winningest 
women’s hockey coach in school history, would not return for 
a 15th season. No reason was given. 

Marty Sertich, one of Palkowski’s assistants, was named to 
run things in an interim capacity. But it was clear a new coach 
would be coming shortly. The Tommies’ schedule for 2021-22 
in the WCHA had already been released. 

A month later, the conjecture became fact when Joel 
Johnson was named to the job. Like his men’s hockey 
counterpart Rico Blasi, Johnson arrived at UST with 
solid credentials. He spent 16 seasons as an assistant at a 
program he’ll now be competing against at the University of 
Minnesota. He’s been involved with USA Hockey in a variety 
of roles with national teams for more than a decade. He even 
had MIAC experience from a six-year stint with Bethel’s 
men’s hockey program, leading it to a few successful seasons 
in Arden Hills. 

Like Blasi, Johnson’s first task will be to separate the wheat 

from the chaff on the women’s hockey roster. It may seem 
late to be recruiting players to campus, but DI athletics is 
changing considerably. The fact is, the line between DI and 
DIII women pucksters is thinner than in other sports. A guy 
like Johnson knows this better than most. As a former Gopher 
recruiter, he also knows where the top players in the state 
reside.

Thus, Johnson can hit the ground faster than if UST had 
hired somebody from out of state. 

As far as Palkowski goes, this is what often happens in DI 
athletics. It was a nice ride while it lasted, but coaches can be 
replaced at a moment’s notice at that level. That may seem 
heartless, but it’s also why DI coaches earn more money than 
their DIII counterparts. It’s all part of the new world Saint 
Thomas now lives in. 

The UST football team finally knows who it’s going to 
face and when. The Tommies’ introduction into the world 
of DI football comes on September 4 when the University 
of Saint Francis (Illinois) visits O’Shaughnessy Stadium for 
a nonconference game. UST then hops on a bus for the next 
two weeks for nonconference games at Michigan Tech and 
Northern Iowa. 

The Tommies’ first Pioneer League encounter is at home 
on September 25 against Butler. UST’s league road schedule 
offers some considerable hoofing, with games at San Diego, 
Stetson (Florida), Davidson (North Carolina) and a closer 
encounter in Des Moines against Drake. 

The other home games are against Valparaiso, Marist and 
Presbyterian. How UST will fare against those new foes will be 
part of the adventure. What also will be interesting to watch 
is how the Tommies draw at home. The new grid foes will 
have few, if any, local fans who would buy tickets to watch 
their sons, grandsons or nephews play, and several of those 

schools are totally unknown around here. Accordingly, UST 
will be looking to draw in folks with no immediate connection 
to its opponents—unlike, say, when it was facing Saint John’s.  

This, too, is one of the ways life is changing on Summit 
Avenue.

 

Tommies to have women’s tennis after all 
A month ago, the University of Saint Thomas announced 

it was dropping both its men’s and women’s tennis teams 
as it prepares for its move to Division I this fall. However, it 
didn’t take long for UST to change its mind. Arthur Bryant, an 
Oakland-based attorney, wrote a letter to UST president Julie 
Sullivan noting the school was in violation of Title IX. Bryant 
said the percentage of sports openings for female athletes was 
disproportionate to the percentage of female undergraduates 
at the school and he was ready to go to court to sue for the 
violation. Bryant has successfully cajoled several other 
schools around the country who wanted to drop women’s 
sports into reinstating them or face a lawsuit.   

On June 17, UST reinstated women’s tennis. In a statement 
on its website, the university explained that it was compliant 
with Title IX as a DIII program and will remain compliant 
as it transitions to DI. “The university recognizes, however, 
that fighting a Title IX lawsuit would be extremely costly and 
time-consuming,” the statement read. “Saint Thomas would 
rather invest its resources in student initiatives, including the 
women’s tennis program.” 

Accordingly, UST will join six other schools in the Summit 
League for women’s tennis in 2022. It also agreed to submit 
a gender equity plan by March 15, 2022. The men’s tennis 
program will not be reinstated.

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.

15b wright call

Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Riverview Corridor—The first public open house on the 
preliminary engineering phase of the proposed Riverview Cor-
ridor streetcar line will be held during a virtual meeting from 
6-8 p.m. Wednesday, June 23. For information and the link to 
the meeting, visit bit.ly/RiverviewCorridor.

Highland Bridge housing—Housing updates for High-
land Bridge will be provided during a virtual meeting at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 23. Presentations will be made by Ryan Com-
panies, Pulte Homes, Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity, Wei-
dner Apartment Homes, Presbyterian Homes, Project for Pride 
in Living, CommonBond Communities and Coldwell Banker 
Realty. Register for the meeting at highlandbridge.com/news. 

Blood and donation drive—Join the Highland District 
Council for a blood and donation drive from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Friday, June 25, at the Highland Park Community Center, 1978 
Ford Pkwy. Sign up online to donate blood by appointment. 
Memorial Blood Center will give away a pair of Saints tickets 
for the game on July 16 to one blood drive donor. Full-sized 
personal care items will also be collected for the Project Home 
temporary homeless shelter on Randolph Avenue. To donate 
blood, sign up on the HDC’s website. 

Garage Fest—Highland Park’s annual neighborhood ga-
rage sale will return this year from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday, September 10-11. Register your sale by August 27 to 
be included in event promotions. The fee is $15. For more infor-
mation, see “events” on the HDC website. 

Upcoming meetings—Community Engagement Com-
mittee, 7 p.m. Monday, June 28; and board of directors, 7 p.m. 
Thursday, July 15. All HDC meetings are currently being held 
online via Zoom. Links to access the meetings are posted on 
the HDC’s website. Visit highlanddistrictcouncil.org/calendar.

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Anti-racism sessions—Macalester-Groveland neighbors 
are organizing a learning and action effort focused on issues of 
owning a home and creating more equitable wealth. The group 
will meet for five, 30- to 45-minute Zoom sessions starting in 

July, with a final two-hour session to discuss action steps. For 
information, visit macgrove.org/events.

Office hours—The Macalester-Groveland Community 
Council will resume office hours in July. Call 651-695-4000 or 
email us mgcc@macgrove.org for an appointment.

Century building plaques—Orders are now being accept-
ed for the next round of century building plaques. The owners 
of homes and commercial structures in the Macalester-Grove-
land neighborhood that were built in 1926 or before are eligi-
ble to purchase an engraved plaque for their buildings. Learn 
more by visiting  macgrove.org/100years.

Alley Garden Awards—Judging for the community coun-
cil’s annual Alley Garden Awards will take place in July, so 
there is still some time to get the gardens ready. Learn more at 
macgrove.org/aga.

Upcoming online meetings—Housing and Land Use 
Committee on Wednesday, June 23; Transportation Commit-
tee on Monday, June 28; Inclusivity Task Force on Thursday, 
July 1; board of directors on Thursday, July 8; and Community 
Building Team on Monday, July 12. All meetings will begin at 
6:30 p.m. on Zoom. Visit macgrove.org/participate.

Council openings—There currently are openings for an at-
large faith representative on the community council’s board of 
directors. The council also has four standing committees that 
meet once a month and are open to all. Visit macgrove.org/
committees.

Show your neighborhood pride—Macalester-Groveland 
T-shirts can still be ordered online for home delivery. The shirts 
come in kiwi green, heather indigo blue and dark heather gray 
in a variety of sizes. Visit macgrove.org/tshirt.

Summit Hill
summithillassociation.org • 651-222-1222

Upcoming meetings— Pedestrian Safety and Traffic Calm-
ing Committee, 5 p.m. Wednesday, June 23; Executive Com-
mittee, 7 p.m. Thursday, June 24; Neighborhood Plan Com-
mittee, 7 p.m. Tuesday, June 29; Communications Committee, 
7 p.m. Thursday, July 1; Zoning and Land Use Committee, 7 
p.m. Tuesday, July 6 (tentative); and board of directors, 7 p.m. 
Thursday, July 8. Details and Zoom links for all meetings can 
be found at SummitHillAssociation.org/calendar.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Ice Cream Peanut Butter & Jam—The Union Park District 
Council will celebrate neighborliness with the return of its Ice 
Cream Peanut Butter & Jam from noon-4 p.m. Saturday, Sep-
tember 18, at the Merriam Park Recreation Center. The event 
will include music, ice cream and activities for the kids. Jars of 
peanut butter will also be collected for the food shelf.

National Night Out—A National Night Out planning meet-
ing for organizations and residents will be held from 6:30-7:30 
p.m. Wednesday, July 14. Join the Zoom discussion at https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/84730986978. This year’s National Night 
Out will be held on Tuesday, August 3. 

Upcoming meetings—Neighborhood Involvement Com-
mittee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, June 28; board of directors, 7 p.m.  
Wednesday, July 7; Transportation Committee, 6:30 p.m.  
Monday, July 12; and Environment and Parks Committee, 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday, July 21. To access the Zoom meetings, email 
wako@unionparkdc.org or jonah@unionparkdc.org or click 
on the links at unionparkdc.org/calendar.

West Seventh
fortroadfederation.org • 651-298-5599

Board update—At its meeting on June 14, the West Sev-
enth/Fort Road Federation board of directors appointed the 
following committee co-chairs: Transportation and Land 
Use—Casey Carmody; Community Engagement and Out-
reach—Tanya Beck and Julia McColley; and Fundraising and 
Development—Sara Fleetham.

Riverview Corridor—A virtual open house on the River-
view Corridor’s preliminary engineering work will be hosted 
by Ramsey County officials from 6-8 p.m. Wednesday, June 23. 
For information and to register, go to RiverviewCorridor.com.

Upcoming Zoom meetings—Transportation and Land 
Use Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, July 7; Joint Riverview 
Task Force 6:15 p.m. Thursday, July 8; board of directors, 7 p.m. 
Monday, July 12; and Community Engagement Committee, 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, July 15. For details and log-in information, 
go to fortroadfederation.org/calendar. 

District Councils

Thilmany again was in the middle of things 
with two hits and an RBI. Taxdahl, sopho-
more Mike Miller and senior Joe Middleton 
all scored for STA. Taxdahl pitched 4.2 innings 
and allowed four runs, while striking out nine.

The Cadets had the tying run at third base 
in the seventh inning, but they failed to bring 
sophomore Asa Rapp home.

“They’re a well-coached team and they 
played a solid game,” Engeswick said about 
Grand Rapids afterward.

He was happy with the way his team re-
bounded against Sartell in the third-place 
game that evening. Engeswick played every 
senior in that last tourney game. “The kids 
kind of reenergized themselves,” he said.

Engeswick singled out senior pitcher Alex 
Mohs, who saved the game for STA by hurling 

a scoreless seventh inning. Mohs was injured 
almost the entire season and hadn’t played 
at all until the Sartell game. The Cadets used 
four pitchers and the Sabres sent five to the 
mound.

“He was literally our last pitcher,” Enges-
wick said about Mohs, “but he tied the hitters 
up out there.”

The slugfest featured hot sticks aplenty for 
the victors. Senior Simon Kotok and Taxdahl 

both had four hits and Taxdahl collected five 
RBIs on the night. Senior Tim O’Brien and 
Thilmany added three hits and two RBIs each. 
Middleton went two-for-two with an RBI and 
two runs scored.

The Cadets (19-10) were down 15-14 with 
only one out remaining in the seventh, but 
rallied for two runs to claim the victory. STA 
finished with 20 hits and three errors, while 
Sartell (22-5) had 14 hits and seven errors.

15b Cadets baseball
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CLASSIFIEDS
LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow Removal. 
Hedge trimming. Highland resident. 
Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Dean, 651-298-0781.

TREE WORK & Stump Removal. A Tree 
Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

SEASONAL CLEANUP. Brush removal, 
light tree trimming, rototilling, haul-
ing. Jud, 651-230-2354.

FLS. Lawn and Snow. Commercial. 
Residential. 651-442-0993. Freddies 
LawnandSnow.com

*LAWN & SNOW SERVICE*
Highland, Macalester-Groveland. 
Mark, 651-690-5227.

URBANSCAPES. FLOWER & VEGETABLE 
BED MAINTENANCE, WEEDING, 
WATERING ETC. SMALL TREE & SHRUB 
PRUNING. WINTER SNOW SHOVELING. 
CALL MARTEY, 651-917-7982.

housecleaning
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable 
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates 
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

NICCI MAIDS. Professional House    
cleaning Services. Bonded and in-
sured. References. 651-253-5561.

MB’S CLEANING SERVICE. 27 years in 
business. Spring cleaning specials. 
$50 off 1st cleaning. Gift certificates. 
651-225-1960. mbscleaning.com

L + A CLEAN MACHINE. Quality service. 
Good pricing. Residential and com-
mercial cleaning. 770-837-1333.

computer/internet/TV  
HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On site, 
free pickup, delivery, troubleshoot-
ing, upgrades, virus spyware removal, 
networking wired and wireless, in-
stallation. Great rates. 10 years in 
Highland. 651-698-7519; 651-470-3792. 

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service 
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-
207-8276.

office/PROOFREADING
WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription. 
Typing. Copy Editing. Legal, academic, 
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

home serviceS   
HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality work, 
30 years’ experience. 651-483-8581, 
Jerry.

*RELIABLEMAINTENANCE 
ANDREPAIR.COM*

Remodeling and Handyman Services. 
MN License #BC665235. 651-262-9765.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*
Complete chair re-glue since 1960. 
651-699-4022.

GREG’S HARDWOOD Floors, inc. 
Installation, sand and refinish. Free 
estimates. 651-214-4959. In business 
since 2002.

WOOD DECKS/Wood Fences. License 
#BC581059. Troy’s Decks & Wood 
Fences, 651-210-1387.

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It’s that time of year again! Protect 
your roof and have your gut-
ters cleaned today! Call Ryan, 651- 
690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

JOE’S CARPET SERVICE. Restretching 
and repairs. 25+ years’ experience. 
612-369-5777 or bit.ly/joescarpet

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW  
*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*

MURPHY’S LAWN & LANDSCAPE. 
30+ years. Local, family owned. 
Commercial. Residential. The best 
full service lawn and landscap-
ing in your neighborhood. pat@
PHMincorporated.com or www.
PHMincorporated.com

THE BEST Landscaping Services. 
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping. Design. 
Tree, shrub and plant knowledge, 
installation, grading, sodding, beds 
and gardens. Paver patios, walks, 
drives. Versa-Lok retaining walls. 651- 
227-2584; www.bluhmbrothers.com

LAWN SERVICE. Spring cleanups. 
Gutter cleaning/repair; dethatch-
ing, tree/bush service. Insured. 651- 
699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, 
U of MN. Certified Nursery and 
Landscape Professional. Living Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 612-
868-7787; LandscapesByScott.com

home improvement
EVERYTHING DRYWALL. Sheetrock, 
plaster, textures, skim coating and 
painting. Insured. David, 612- 
554-3028.

YOUR LOCAL source for con-
crete work. Driveways, Sidewalks, 
Patios and More. Call 612-930-7071. 
NeighborhoodConcrete.com

home serviceS    
BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured, bonded. 
License #BC126373; 651-699-8900.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul busi-
ness since 2004. A+ rating with the 
Minnesota Better Business Bureau. 
Licensed/Insured. 651-387-2955 
LighthouseMoving.com

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates, 651-287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One Construction. 
Stop leaks. Hail and storm damage. 
Licensed plumbers and electricians 
working with us. Everything from 
basements to chimneys. Kitchens, 
bathrooms, all flooring (including 
hardwood), concrete, windows, brick 
block, painting. Siding and roofs. 
Insured. License #BC635082. Angie’s 
List! BBB. Free estimates. Jeff, 651-
285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in 
Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

*FENCE ESTIMATES*
D.W. Fence. Call Ed, 763-786-4691.

home improvement
CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing. 
Remodeling. Tile. Professional. 
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651-
276-7094.

BILL’S PAINTING. 38 years’ experience; 
painting, wallpaper, staining, textur-
ing. Plaster repairs. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Attention to detail. Call 
Bill, 612-790-1266.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. Kitchen, 
Bath specialty. 25+ years’ excep-
tional experience. Licensed. Insured. 
Martin, 612-701-5394.

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column 
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612- 
940-7591 or theturningpointwood 
works.com

MIKE MOHS Construction Co. All 
types roofing/gutters. Siding, win-
dows/skylights. Honesty and in-
tegrity for 50 years! Family owned, 
operated. Licensed, bonded, insured. 
#BC005456. Scott, 612-701-2209.

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815. Basement bath?

PRO TEAM PAINTING PLUS. Complete 
interior and exterior painting plus 
carpentry work. Contact Mike at 651-
917-2881 or email mikeproteampaint 
ingplus@gmail.com

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Walks, drives, 
patios, steps, brickwork and repairs. 
Resurface walls. Mark, 763-607-3941.

RUBEN’S CONCRETE. Free estimates. 
Steps, sidewalks, driveways. 30 years’ 
experience. 651-500-0980.

PLANT SALES
VEGETABLES, FLOWERS, HERBS AND 
PLANTS! Having a sale this Spring?  
Ads are dirt cheap. Advertise in the 
Villager’s special category and expe-
rience how it pays to blossom your 
sale for as little as $12 per issue. Call 
651-699-1462 ext 10 or email 
WantAds@MyVillager.com

wanted to buy
DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique 
jewelry. We know and appreciate the 
value of your jewelry. R. F. Moeller 
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651- 
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, adver-
tising, beer memorabilia and more. 
651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz, 
Country, Soul, more. 651-224-4947.

home improvement
PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential 
roofing. Local references. License 
#RR155317. Insured. Member BBB. Call 
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN’S PAINTING/Repair. Wood 
frame, stucco, power washing, glaz-
ing, staining, cement work. Insured. 
651-699-2832.

PAINTING. WALLPAPER. Patch. Interior. 
Exterior. Small jobs wanted. Jim, 612-
202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING, 
CEILING TEXTURING. MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BONDED,  INSURED.  MERRIAM 
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-224-3660; 
“A NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.” 
MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences, 
porches. Reasonable rates. Personal, 
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651- 
285-3237.

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High quality 
work at affordable rates. Full service 
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality Interior/
Exterior; 30+ years; good references. 
651-207-2249. stevepaintsmsp@
gmail.com

SPECIAL EVENTS
OUTDOOR WALKING group. Meet on 
Monday mornings at 10:00 AM out-
side the Highland Park Library. 1974 
Ford Parkway. Contact Liz, 651- 
698-7019.

garage/MOVING SALES
SPRING CLEANING means extra fur-
niture, housewares, electronics, 
clothing and toys. Open your garage 
door to sell it now! Advertise your 
sale for a minimum of $12 and then 
sit back and rake in the profits! Call 
651-699-1462 ext 10 or email 
WantAds@MyVillager.com

PEO BENEFIT/Women’s Education. 
1600 Edgcumbe Rd. June 24-25, 8am-
4pm. Multifamily. Household, vintage, 
children’s, sporting goods, furniture, 
gifts, books, seasonal.

JUNE 24, 8am-4pm. 1176 Goodrich 
Avenue, St Paul, 55105. Furniture, an-
tiques, toys, sporting goods, house-
hold items galore! Cash Only.

YARD SALES. SE Mpls in Prospect Park 
& East River Road. 20+ sales. June 26-
27, 9am-4pm. Maps & info available 
at each sale & prospectparkmpls.org

REAL ESTATE
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity. 

WILDER PARK TOWER UNIT with 
UNDERGROUND PARKING. INCOME 
RESTRICTIONS APPLY. 2 BR unit cur-
rently is bare walls and needs to be 
finished including new kitchen, bath-
room, millwork, flooring etc. Sold As-
Is. Call Bill at 651-698-2505 or email at 
bill.hauge2@fsresidential.com

REAL ESTATE WANTED  
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity. 

YOUNG COUPLE with two toddlers 
want to purchase a house $250,000-
$390,000 in Highland or Mac to be 
near family. Willing to do repairs, dec-
orating etc. foghatfog17@gmail.com

Classified & Legal Ads
Phone 651-699-1462

Email WantAds@MyVillager.com
Classified Categories, ad submission & more info 

available at MyVillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 5% discount for 

prepayment of 7 issues. 10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues. Legal 
notices are 60¢ per word. All classifieds and legals are prepaid by cash, 

check or credit card. We do not accept ads over the telephone.

Next Issue: July 7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Deadline: June 30

Fabulous Customer Reviews!
Experts specializing in…
 Patching Window/Stucco Repairs Stone—New & Repair
 New Stucco Re-Stucco Sandblasting

BUILDING THE FUTURE —
RESTORING THE PAST

Aaron Cole

Lance SmithSMITHCOLE.COM

RESIDENTIAL   651690-4710  COMMERCIAL
mymnconcreteguy.com

LICENSED   •     bonded     •    insured

                           •  Exposed Aggregate
                       • Footings  • Foundations
                       • steps  • sidewalks  • Patios 
                      • Garage slabs  • driveways
                    • Patterned Concrete
            • Mortar-less retaining Wall systems

TM

www.landscapesbyscott.com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:
   612.868.7787

HageConcrete.com
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for rent - residential

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment 
Homes available in the Highland Park 
and Crocus Hill areas. Call 651- 
698-6111 today for rental information 
on several communities profession-
ally managed by Mid Continent 
Management Corp. 

for rent - COMMERCIAL
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity. 

OUTSTANDING COMMERCIAL Office 
Suite Available. Single office Suite 
just became available in the office 
building located at 241 Cleveland 
Avenue South. (Southwest corner of 
Cleveland and St. Clair). Suite is 200 
sq. ft. on 2nd level. Newly remodeled 
common areas, with off-street park-
ing. 24/7 management/maintenance. 
Gross Lease with rates negotiable 
in exchange for term. Best office lo-
cation in the Macalester-Groveland 
neighborhood. Call Frank J. French @ 
651-602-7095 or via email ffrench@
midcontinentmgmt.com to obtain all 
the details for your next office space. 

LEGAL NOTICES
Notice of Hearing – Partition Matter 
Ramsey County District Court 
Second Judicial District 
Court File Number: 62-CV-15-7441 
Case Type: Civil Other/Misc 
In re the property of 1415 Randolph 
Ave. St. Paul, MN 55105: Jennifer Ann 
Reedquist v. Kelly Jane McKay
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Notice 
is hereby given that an application 
for acceptance of quit claim deed as 
original has been executed. A hearing 
will be held on July 19, 2021 at 2:30 
p.m. by Zoom.
For further information contact: 
Madeline Jensen 
Jensen, Mullen, McSweeney & Meyer, 
PLLP 
7900 Xerxes Ave S, Suite 1350 
Bloomington, MN 55431 
Phone: (952) 893-5532

STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The fil-
ing is required for consumer protec-
tion in order to enable consumers to 
be able to identify the true owner of 
a business. 1. List the exact assumed 
name under which the business is or 
will be conducted: Northstar Noodle 
Company 2. List the Principal Place of 
Business: 1942 Sherwood Ave Saint 
Paul Minnesota 55119 USA 3. List the 
name and complete street address 
of all persons conducting business 
under the above Assumed Name, 
OR if an entity, provide the legal cor-
porate, LLC, or Limited Partnership 

WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN
PROFESSIONAL WORDPRESS and 
WEBSITE DESIGN, development and 
maintenance. Graphic design of 
logos, flyers, invitations, newsletters, 
catalogs, brochures, etc. Also custom 
signs made to order for holiday gifts, 
businesses, sales, weddings, retire-
ment, etc. Fast, reasonable and local. 
25+ years’ experience. For more de-
tails, text 612-860-5137 or visit 
VelvetElvis.com

SEWING/TAILORING
HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations. 
Tailoring. Women. Men. 712 South 
Cleveland. 651-698-6117. Highland 
Tailors.com

ENTERTAINMENT
SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; weddings, 
private parties; listen at www.john 
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.

music instruction
PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University. 
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All 
Ages. Online lessons available. Gene 
Swanson, 651-269-6983.

LIVE (or online) PIANO or Flute lessons 
at Sue Stevenson’s Music Teaching 
Studio In St. Paul. Conservatory 
trained, References, 25 years ex-
perience. 651-336-5529. suesteven 
son357@gmail.com

PIANO TUNING/ REPAIR
GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered piano 
tuner/technician. See website for 
coupon. 651-644-3111.

TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys? Excellent 
Service. Call/Text Torger, 651- 
230-0193.

home/health provider
IN-HOME CARE. Full services. 
Specializing in dementia, hospice. 
Certified. Insured. References. WE 
CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

HELP WANTED
This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising which is in vio-
lation of the law. No attention to race, 
color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, national origin, vet-
eran or disability status will be al-
lowed. Equal employment opportunity. 

CLASS A DRIVERS Wanted. Hudson Co 
Mendota Heights. 1 year experience. 
Call 651-688-8880.

for rent - residential
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity.

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

ISA Certified Arborists
Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough
Tree Service

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

651-497-9891

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M

Byron Electric
Residential & Commercial

★ Free Estimates ★
612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR 
& TuCkpoinTing

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

ConCrete & 
Masonry

new, repair & replace
step repair

Bobcat • Dump Truck
Demolition • Landscaping

Gary 651-423-6666

Landscape

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com
651•436•6568

Jeff Menard

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls

patios – steps – Walks
      

Chad Arneson

Rating

LANDSCAPING 
& MATERIALS
Sand, gravel, topsoil & 

compost delivered
Call Botany Bob @ 651-271-7462

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

Stump Grinding &
Ash Tree Injection
 ISA Certified Arborist
Dave  651 492 5216

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,

exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.
Call 651644-8567

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

ABEL’S CONCRETE

CELL: 651263-6572
FREE ESTIMATES

New & Repair • Foundation Repair
Brick • Tuckpointing • Concrete
Chimney Repair • Glass Block
Windows • Sidewalks & Steps

Remodeling • Painting • Roofing

LICENSED
INSURED

BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
• Installation  • Repair  • Refinishing
• Sanding (Dust Free)  • 18 yrs exp

Free Estimates
 651-230-7232    952-292-2349
 escobarflooring@gmail.com

      HYDEAND
     HARMSEN
 C O N S T R U C T I O N

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

HINDING COMPANY
HEAT ING & A IR

S I N C E  1 9 3 6

• Furnace   • Boiler   • A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303
www.hindingheating.com

915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

“Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

ConCrete
Sidewalks & Steps

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
BRICK, BLOCK

& stuCCO RepaIR
Over 25 yrs. Experience

Lic • Bonded • Ins
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

651-373-1264
PanianConstruction.com

#BC319518Est. 1976

Repair & Rebuild

Tuckpointing
Chimneys

Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

Small Concrete Jobs
Bobcat & Dump Truck

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

Total Lawn Maintenance
Landscaping Projects
Shrub Maintenance

kernlawnservice.com
In business since 1984

Major Credit Cards aCCepted
651.207.5396

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

New CoNstruCtioN 
decks, doors, porches,

restoration & more

JL
OF

serViCes

651-276-8233

Remodel
Renovate
RestoRe

Don’t miss an issue
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

MyVillager.com

NEW WEBSITE
COMING SOON!

Many New Features
Subscriber Accounts 

Newsletters
Archives 

RUG CLEANING
Free pick up & delivery

Free Sanitizer application
Cleaned with non-toxic products

NatureWise ChemDry
651-341-0933 Text or Call
naturewisechemdry.com
West 7th ~ Locally Owned

Check out the
Service Directory 

online @
MyVillager.com

HELP WANTED
Get paid to exercise!
Newspaper delivery people for both employee

and independent contractor positions.
Weekday and weekend routes available.

No early morning delivery.

CONTACT Kyle Stone at 651-487-1328
Independent Delivery Service

440 West Minnehaha Ave., St. Paul, MN 55103

Join the more than

7,000
people who follow

on Facebook.

Facebook.com/TheVillagerMN/

Replace Your
Storm Windows
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24 EAST FOURTH STREET 
Saint Paul, MN, 55101 
Attorney License No: 228771 
Telephone: (651) 379—0977 
FAX: (651) 224—2672 
Email: mark@walsh-gaertner.com 
Filed in District Court 
State of Minnesota 
6/2/2021 10:39 AM

STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE 
OF ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota 
Statutes, Chapter 333. The filing of 
an assumed name does not provide 
a user with exclusive rights to that 
name. The filing is required for con-
sumer protection in order to enable 
consumers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business. 1. List the 
exact assumed name under which 
the business is or will be conducted: 
Hayes Residence 2. List the Principal 
Place of Business: 1620 Randolph 
Avenue Saint Paul MINNESOTA (MN) 
55105 USA 3. List the name and 
complete street address of all per-
sons conducting business under 
the above Assumed Name, OR if an 
entity, provide the legal corporate, 
LLC, or Limited Partnership name 
and registered office address: Hayes 
Management, Inc.; 1620 Randolph 
Avenue Saint Paul MINNESOTA (MN) 
55105 USA 4. I, the undersigned, cer-
tify that I am signing this document 
as the person whose signature is re-
quired, or as agent of the person(s) 
whose signature would be required 
who has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify that 
I have completed all required fields, 
and that the information in this doc-
ument is true and correct and in com-
pliance with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes. I understand 
that by signing this document I am 
subject to the penalties of perjury as 
set forth in Section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this document under oath. 
Date filed: June 7, 2021 Signed by: 
David Lundy Mailing Address: None 
provided Email for Official Notices: 
dlundyjr@gmail.com

STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE 
OF ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota 
Statutes, Chapter 333. The filing of 
an assumed name does not provide 
a user with exclusive rights to that 
name. The filing is required for con-
sumer protection in order to enable 
consumers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business. 1. List the 
exact assumed name under which 
the business is or will be conducted: 
myvillager 2. List the Principal Place 
of Business: 241 Cleveland Ave S Ste 
V Saint Paul MN 55105 USA 3. List the 
name and complete street address 
of all persons conducting business 
under the above Assumed Name, 
OR if an entity, provide the legal cor-
porate, LLC, or Limited Partnership 
name and registered office address: 
Villager Communications, Inc; 241 
Cleveland Ave S Ste V Saint Paul MN 
55105 USA 4. I, the undersigned, cer-
tify that I am signing this document 
as the person whose signature is re-
quired, or as agent of the person(s) 
whose signature would be required 
who has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify that 
I have completed all required fields, 
and that the information in this doc-
ument is true and correct and in com-
pliance with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes. I understand 
that by signing this document I am 
subject to the penalties of perjury as 
set forth in Section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this document under oath. 
Date filed: May 27, 2021 Signed by: 
John Rauch Mailing Address: None 
Provided Email for Official Notices: 
vci@myvillager.com

name and registered office address: 
James R Felegy; 1942 Sherwood Ave 
Saint Paul Minnesota 55119 USA 4. 
I, the undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or as 
agent of the person(s) whose sig-
nature would be required who has 
authorized me to sign this docu-
ment on his/her behalf, or in both 
capacities. I further certify that I have 
completed all required fields, and 
that the information in this docu-
ment is true and correct and in com-
pliance with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes. I understand 
that by signing this document I am 
subject to the penalties of perjury as 
set forth in Section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this document under oath. 
Date filed: May 29, 2021 Signed by: 
James R. Felegy Mailing Address: 1942 
Sherwood Ave Saint Paul Minnesota 
55119 USA Email for Official Notices: 
jamesfelegy@gmail.com

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF RAMSEY 
SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
DISTRICT COURT 
PROBATE DIVISION 
Court File No. 62-PR-21-453
Estate of James Leroy Aird, Decedent
NOTICE OF INFORMAL PROBATE 
OF WILL AND APPOINTMENT OF 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is given that an application for 
informal probate of the Decedent’s 
Will, dated September 8, 2017, and 
(“Will”), has been filed with the 
Registrar. The application has been 
granted.
Notice is also given that the Registrar 
has informally appointed Roderick 
Aird, whose address is 3100 East 125 
Street, Burnsville, Minnesota, 55337, 
as personal representative of the 
Estate of the Decedent. Any heir, de-
visee or other interested person may 
be entitled to appointment as per-
sonal representative or may object 
to the appointment of the personal 
representative. Unless objections 
are filed with the Court (pursuant to 
Minnesota Statutes section 524.3-
607) and the Court otherwise orders, 
the personal representative has full 
power to administer the Estate, in-
cluding, after 3O days from the date 
of issuance of letters, the power to 
sell, encumber, lease or distribute 
real estate.
Any objections to the probate of the 
Will or appointment of the Personal 
Representative must be filed with 
this Court and will be heard by the 
Court after the filing of an appro-
priate petition and proper notice of 
hearing.
Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minnesota Statutes section 
5243—801) all creditors having claims 
against the Estate are required to 
present the claims to the personal 
representative or to the Court 
Administrator within four months 
after the date of this Notice or the 
claims will be barred.
A charitable beneficiary may request 
notice of the probate proceedings be 
given to the Attorney General pursu-
ant to Minnesota Statutes section 
501B.41, subdivision 5.
Dated: June 2, 2021 
Registrar: Laura J. Stevens 
Dated: June 2, 2021 
Court Administrator: Michael F. 
Upton
Attorney for Personal 
Representative 
Mark R. Gaertner 
Walsh & Gaertner 

Lic. #RR155317Licensed • Bonded • Insured
PatesRoofing.com

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

Affordable Rates Year Round

Tree Removal • Crane Service
Stump Grinding

Tree & Shrub Pruning & More
   24 HR Emergency Service

   651.690.3200allseasonstreemn.com
Certified Arborist / 32 Yrs Exp

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

BASEMENT WINDOW GUY
Replacement Windows 
Glass Block Windows
FREE ESTIMATES  651-208-8210
BasementWindowGuy.com
Lic: BC646746   Frank Gardner Construction LLC

www.harlanfl oors.com • 612-251-4290

Local Service for Over 40 Years

• Installation
• Restoration
• Repairs
• Buff & Coat
“ We don’t cut corners – 
we scrape them!”

Harlan Hardwood SWJ NR2 2cx2.indd   1 7/22/11   5:22 PM

Mike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

You need 
a patio or 
landscape 
update! 

• Trimming  • Removals  • Stumps

651  699-7022 ( C ) 612 414-9241   rogertree.com

Roger’s
Tree

Service

ASh TReATmenTS “ Infuse it or LOSe it”

Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

Licensed / Insured / Free Estimates

Certified Arborist

LEGAL NOTICES

 

 

  

Find us online at

MCQBRos.CoM
MinneaPolis & st. Paul

612.888.8207

WHOLE HOME
CLIMATE CONTROL

FREE SECOND OPINION • ESTIMATE MATCH
Call 612.888.8207 todaY!

LEGAL NOTICES

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/
    Skim Coating
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                          HEATING INC.

 651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service
 • Clean • Repair • Install
  www.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured               Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson    651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373

Quality brush &
stump removal
• Small Tree Removal  • Tree Prunning
• Hedge/Shrub Removal & Trimming

                   612-369-1987No Job too Small  
Call Mike Arborist

A T I M E R

A N D S C A P I N G

Custom design
installation

• Paver patios, sidewalks
& driveways

• Natural stone, or
block walls & stairs

• Privacy or ornamental fencing  • Shrub & tree planting
• Grading & Sodding

Call or email George for a FREE consultation & estimate at:
651.983.5969   LatimerLandscapingMN.com

™

Exteriors by DesignExteriors by Design

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior

• Free Estimates • References

                  Call Jesse 651-206-2454
#BC738852 ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com
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Odis quia volor magnist, velique et quam quam, unt adit ab init ommod quam et eat 
volupta quiate la cus, sequi repro expelique et que elis quias magnate laut moluptati cor 
alibusc iatium aut estotas mi, odit, sam fugias ut fugit, odigent oressequi num sitae nul-
lantem quia nonse oditioresto que vendemp orectem porate vidionsequis dolore pressim 
non consecaboria sim sit apiet quundam, qui re eosa intur. Buy it from Merriam Park 
Repair, 444 N. Prior, Saint Paul. 651-645-1443. www.YourWebSiteHere.com

Merriam Park Repair

Merriam Park Repair
444 N. Prior • St. Paul, MN  55104 • 651-645-1443

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

Small EnginE REpaiR
We service most makes and sell nEW!
•• In business since 1989 ••

Pickup & Delivery
• Established 1989 •

444 N. Prior • St. Paul  55104 • 651-645-1443
Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

We Now Accept

Legal Notices!

651-699-1462

Call us for details.
Some restrictions apply.



    

coldwellbankerhomes.com

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

 

     

     

1800 Graham avenue unit 322   
Welcome to Highland Pointe, offering the best 
in urban living. Two bedroom, 2 bath condo 
with open floor plan, tasteful design and high-
end finishes. Contact David 
Noyes Jr @ 651-233-0748.
www.NoyesRealEstateGroup.com
dnoyesjr@cbburnet.com

DAviD noyes jr.
651-327-0623 • $239,900 

475 holly ave
Fantastic home in the heart of the highly 
desirable Ramsey Hill Neighborhood. Be 
greeted by your warm & welcoming front 
porch and light filled foyer! 
475 Holly Ave, 4 bedroom, 
2 bath.

sArAH Kinney AnD FrienDs
651-497-4387

SOLD

Famous Cass Gilbert!
Famous Cass Gilbert 2 story plus red brick row 
house in Ramsey Hill, features 3BD 2BA, 3 
fireplaces, with over 2600 sq ft and has been 
completely renovated with AC & 
new roof in 2021. Open and airy, 
sunny and bright, you will love the 
lush garden patio! Call for details.

sArAH Kinney AnD FrienDs
651-497-4387

CharminG and rare!
Charming & Rare Ramsey Hill storybook home fea-
tures 2BD, 1BA, porch, skylights, wonderful kitch-
en w/south facing windows and 2+ car garage. 
Close to the chic restaurants 
and shops of Cathedral Hill and 
dynamic nightlife of Downtown 
Saint Paul! Call for details.

sArAH Kinney AnD FrienDs 
651-270-6409

historiC irvine Park!
Historic Irvine Park end-unit red brick row house 
features 3BD, 2BA, 1500 fin sq ft, with deck, 
porch, hardwood floors, fireplace & central air. 
You will love the convenient and 
enchanted location within walk-
ing distance to downtown and 
the river. Call for details.

sArAH Kinney AnD FrienDs
651-497-4387

564 montCalm PlaCe
Wonderful opportunity to transform this 
stately home on a premier block of 
Highland Park. 4BR, 3BA. Hardwood floors. 
New Boiler. New Double Hung 
Windows. 4 Season Porch. 
Awaiting your renovation!

Tj PierreT 
651-755-6669

 S
ale

   
Pendin

g!

1034 ashland is a P ieCe oF ameriCana…
And awaits new owner!! Beautiful early 1900’s gem 
in need of a refresh. All wood, leaded & stain glass 
windows are intact, also original fireplace & pantry. 
Four BR’s, plus unfinished attic. Dual staircase, large 
yard & 2 car garage. Call Lolly or Moraghan for details!

lolly MCneely sAlMen 
612-810-4138 • $399,900
MorAGHAn DerosiA
952-486-3697 • $399,900

Premier oFFer!
Quality remodel offers open concept for 3 
bedroom, 2 bath ‘40’s rambler - 2 fireplaces 
Cherry cabs and stainless, silestone and slate. 
Private back with paver drive 
- walk to everything  Highland! 
Call Lolly for details!

lolly MCneely sAlMen 
612-810-4138 • $379,900

 S
ale

   
Pendin

g!

183 elm street
Carefree urban living at the Upper Landing! 
Enjoy all the benefits of this riverfront lifestyle, 
and the conveniences of this fully updated luxury 
home. Updates include hrdwd 
floors, custom designed iron rail-
ings, high-end shutters, designer 
fixtures, and newer mechanicals. 

MorAGHAn DerosiA 
952-486-3697

sinGle Family or business oPPortunity! 
This 3 story, Queen Anne Victorian mansion 
from 1876 is sure to impress. This home con-
sists of 5 personal suites with ensuite baths, in-
laid hardwood flooring, natural 
woodwork, second floor laundry, 
and front & back porches.
www.HistoricRedWing.com

         KrisTA wolTer 
612-247-5106 • $479,900

Private lakeshore estate!   
A once in a lifetime opportunity to own a private lakeshore 
estate that includes 115 acres, lake frontage on Sea Lake, 
custom built newer home, renovated turn-of-the-century 
barn, & original granary. The home features a wraparound 
porch, woodwork handcrafted from trees grown by seller, 
and plenty of natural light.

KrisTA wolTer 
612-247-5106
$3,850,000

www.ScandiaPrivateEstate.com

the best oF kniFe lake in mora! 
This south facing lake front property offers main 
floor living along w/privacy galore on 3+ acres of 
land and 220’ of level lakeshore. This home features 
a vaulted 2 story great room w/
floor to ceiling windows and wide 
sweeping views of the lake beyond.
www.LakeshoreListing.com

         KrisTA wolTer 
612-247-5106 • $975,000

 N
ew

  L
istin

g!

hiGhland Condo sold Pre-market!    
It’s a great time to sell! We helped the sellers 
of this 2 Br/2 Ba condo find a buyer before 
the condo went on the market. Thinking about 
selling? We’d love to help you find a buyer! 
605 Snelling Ave S, #308. 

MiCHAelA TooHey 
PHiliP wAHlberG 
651-336-2410

Just listed!!!
223 King St W: Immaculate 2 bedroom 
completely redone with new kitchen, new 
roof, siding, windows, and a heated 3 car 
garage. Also offers a nicely 
landscaped fenced yard.      

         jiM burTon
  612-723-7653 • $295,000

investment oPPortunity
Located near the University of Minnesota, 
this home is a wonderful rental investment 
opportunity! This home could also simply be 
enjoyed as a single family resi-
dence as it was for the previous 
60+ years. 

MorAGHAn DerosiA 
952-486-3697 • $275,000

stePs to the river!    
Simply splendid 3BR, 3BA boasts a blend of updat-
ed elegance and classic appeal. Main floor family 
room, den, fabulous kitchen, 2 fireplaces. Owner’s 
suite with sunroom, fenced backyard, 
pergola, patio, deck. Two car, great 
location! 2140 Stanford Avenue. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com  

Henry eDelsTein crs
651-270-1667 • $799,999

PrestiGious mississiPPi river boulevard!    
Pampered all-brick masterpiece is accented with 
hrdwd flrs, rich natural wdwrk, original character and 
design. Elegant formal dining, sun-drenched kitchen 
with granite, heated floors. Owner’s 
suite, family room, attached 2-car. 
186 Mississippi River Boulevard S. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com  

Henry eDelsTein crs
651-270-1667 • $1,550,000

philip m. wahlberg
651-336-2410

mOraghaN DerOSia
952-486-3697

peTer DONOVaN
651-336-8050

miChele DumOND
651-283-7996

TOm eDelSTeiN, CrS
heNry eDelSTeiN, CrS

651-695-4300

abe gleeSON
651-329-1990

Sarah kiNNey
maTChmaker

651-231-2211

kaThryN keNNeDy
612-558-6488

lOlly mCNeely
SalmeN

612-810-4138

DaViD NOyeS, Jr. 
real eSTaTe grOup

651-233-0748

JOe uebel
651-341-3599

Jim SeabOlD
651-276-8555

rObbie grOSSmaN
651-434-7887

miChaela TOOhey
651-253-6830

kriSTa wOlTer
612-247-5106

TOm & mike DiSTaD
612-275-1343

mya hONeywell
The hiVe

651-329-3619

Sue JOhNSON
gOOD COmpaNy
651-329-1264

briaN wagNer, m.eD.
651-497-4387

aNiTa C. hill
651-707-6408

Deb SOuCheray
651-263-0552

Jim burTON
651-690-8556

aNNe kirChNer
651-335-3388

775 ashland avenue 
This bungalow is a versatile urban home and 
is much larger than it appears! A beautiful 
home for entertaining and for every day living! 
Almost 3000 finished square 
feet, yet it has a cozy feel. 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

sue joHnson crs, Gri
651-329-1264 • $579,900

4825 redPoll Court, eaGan 
Private custom-built rambler with an open 
floorplan on a spacious lot! Open floor plan 
with ALL living on one level!! Lower level 
walkout! Close to Lebanon Hills 
Regional Park.  In high demand 
District 196 school district. 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

sue joHnson crs, Gri
651-329-1264 • $589,900
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