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John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

A Franklin County jury needed less
than an hour to find a Phil Campbell
man guilty of murder in a trial held
last week.

Jerry Ronald Mills, 65, was convict-
ed of killing his roommate, Jason
Floyd Baker, who was 39 at the time
of his death. 

According to Franklin County
District Attorney Joey Rushing, Mills
shot Baker after a dispute over
money. Mills and his attorney, Jamie
Sumerel of Russellville, asserted the
defense that Mills was acting in self-
defense when he shot Baker.

A pistol was recovered at the resi-
dence on the day of the shooting,
January 6, 2019. 

On that day, Franklin County
Sheriff’s investigators were called to
a residence at 194 Rock Church
Road after receiving a 911 call about
a shooting.

“Mills is the one who called 911,”
said Franklin County Sheriff
Shannon Oliver. He told the dis-
patcher, ‘I shot someone,’ and actu-
ally stayed on the line talking with
dispatcher until we arrived.”

The verdict came around noon on
Thursday, approximately 50 minutes
after deliberations began. 

With Mills’ prior criminal history and
with a conviction involving a firearm,
his sentencing range will be from 20
years to life, Rushing said, thus mak-
ing him ineligible for probation.

“The state will be asking for life. We

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

As a pharmacist at Russellville’s
Family Pharmacy, Angela Thompson
works every day to help people enjoy
healthy lives.

Last week, though, Thompson did
much more than that as she revived
an unresponsive customer seated in
a car in front of the pharmacy.

On June 10th, a man came into
Family Pharmacy to fill a prescrip-
tion. He came back inside  moments
after leaving and he told the staff his
father was not breathing and an
ambulance was needed.

That’s when Thompson raced out-
side and pulled the man from the car,
laid him on the ground and began
chest compressions. The man start-
ed to breathe minutes later, but then

stopped, so Thompson continued
her lifesaving treatment.

She was able to revive him
moments before the ambulance
arrived to transport him to a hospital.

All Family Pharmacy employees go
through regular lifesaving training
and are certified and trained to use
lifesaving procedures if necessary.
It’s a requirement because pharmacy
staff gives immunizations to cus-
tomers.

Confident in her training,
Thompson moved swiftly to render
aid to the man.

“This was the first time I’ve used
the training we received. While we
were receiving the training, I never
expected I’d have to use it in my pro-
fession but it’s something I knew how
to do and I just reacted,” Thompson

Thompson’s quick response saves
life of Franklin Pharmacy customer

Jury needs less than one hour to
convict Mills of murder

See ‘THOMPSON,’ page 3

See ‘MILLS,’ page  5



“In Memory of our loved ones...”
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works

and Franklin Memory Gardens

Iller M. Hargett, 85, of Russellville, passed away on Wednesday,
June 16th.  Interment at Knights of Pythias Cemetery.

Jerry Don King, 55, of Russellville, passed away on Monday,
May 17, 2021.

Jerry Don had a good heart and he loved fishing.   Above every-
thing, he loved his momma and did everything he could to help

her.
He is preceded in death by his wife, Jennifer King.

He leaves to cherish his memory his children, Shelby King,
Matthew King, Whitney Allen; mother, Jewel Lindsey; father,

Donald King (wife, Margaret); brother, Michael Quillen; special
aunts & uncles, Wanda & Samuel Mitchell, Darlene & Carlos

Borden; and a host of friends.
A private family graveside service was held at Bethlehem

Cemetery.  Bro. Samuel Mitchell spoke at the service.
Spry Memorial Chapel assisted the family.

Betty Mae Mills, 85, passed away on Saturday, June 19th.
Interment at Oak Grove Cemetery.

Roy Simmons Nagle, 86, of Russellville, passed away on
Thursday, June 17th.  Interment at Gravel Hill Cemetery.



Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels,
letters to the editor and other creative submissions

to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

For updates on news and sports throughout the
week, don’t forget to visit us online at

www.franklinfreepress.net!

‘THOMPSON,’ from page 1

PHOTO BY JOHN PILATI
Family Pharmacy staff, from left: Jody Kiel, Haley Hargett, Marina
Ramos, Ginger Hill, Angela Thompson, Kaylie Hamby and Kenzie
Fowler.
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said.
For Family Pharmacy co-owner and pharmacist Jody Kiel, though, it was

far more than just ‘a
reaction.’

“I was just overwhelmed
when I heard what
(Angela) had done. I
think she is a true hero,”
Kiel said.

Thompson said if one of
her loved ones was in a
similar situation, she
hopes there would be
someone with lifesaving
training who would not
hesitate to render aid.

“If my family member
was the one not breath-
ing, I’d want someone
else to react as quickly
as possible. I just knew
what I was supposed to
do and did it,” Thompson
said.

Kiel said Janice
Pennington does much of
the training for Family
Pharmacy employees,
although Thompson went through a different course.

“Although you never think you’ll use it, we are all trained regularly on life-
saving techniques and are certified. You hope you’ll never have to use it but
Angela never hesitated,” Kiel said.

Thompson has been a pharmacist at Family Pharmacy since October
2017.



My take on this... It’s
good to be back!
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See ‘TAKE,’ Page 5

One of the sweetest compliments I have been receiving is
that I’ve been told that I have been missed.  Knowing I have
brightened someone’s day or given them a laugh or two is
very nice to hear.  Thank you all so much for your love and
support!

I’m glad that I have helped make a difference in the lives of
others.  You have definitely made my life much better!

I never imagined that the little words would make a big dif-
ference to me.  I’ve made new friends and reconnected with
some from long ago.  Thank you, John, for allowing me to contribute to
your paper and being a part of the Franklin Free Press family.

With all of this being said, I needed to take a break from what I enjoy doing.
Life was throwing a lot of challenges my way and it was becoming a brain
overload.  I was pleased to know my brain could hold so much without
exploding! I guess that gives me a few bragging rights.

The lessons I keep learning in my life are exciting to me, as well as chal-
lenging at times. I have come to realize the difficult and unexpected have
become the most memorable.

Stepping back did help refresh my mind.  It was everything I needed to get
back what I was losing.  When I started losing my train of thought in the mid-
dle of a sentence, I knew my everyday life was needing some valued atten-
tion.  Lo and behold, I hit that nail on the head!

It’s very important to stay in charge and stay invested in your personal life.
Know yourself well.  Know what makes you tick and what stops your ticking
(and no, I’m not talking about a clock). Knowing all of that is the key to know-
ing when it’s necessary to step back and re-evaluate.  I know for a fact that
it does matter and it will make a difference.

Did you know if you don’t acknowledge your self-worth, you should never
expect anyone else to? As a rule, what you transmit to others reflects the true
person you are.

Always strive to be the person you want to be and if you do that, chances

Gail Motes

$4,000 sign-on bonus for
all new employees 
through 7/31/21!

Starting hourly pay from $13.40 - $17.25
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Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other creative
submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com. Visit us online any

time at franklinfreepress.net.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES
The Franklin County Commission will accept

applications for the following position(s): 

Corrections Officer/Dispatcher

Non-Certified Property Appraiser

in the Franklin County Commission Office until 5:00
PM on Friday, July 2, 2021. 

An application and job description(s) may be picked
up, faxed or emailed upon request from the Franklin

County Commission Office, located at 405 N. Jackson
Avenue, Monday – Friday, 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM or appli-

cations are available at www.franklincountyal.org
under the Careers tab. 

Franklin County is an equal opportunity employ-
er and does not discriminate on the basis of race,

color, national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in
the employment or the provision of services.

‘MILLS,’ from page 1

‘TAKE,’ from page 4

feel like he is a dangerous offender who has already killed another person
and a jury ruled that case was not self-defense,” Rushing said.

Rushing was referring to a 2012 manslaughter conviction where Mills was
sentenced to 20 years for shooting a Russellville man. The Alabama Court
of Criminal Appeals
reversed the conviction
and ordered a new trial in
that case.

Mills also asserted self-
defense in that trial, but
jurors were not convinced
he killed 70-year-old in
self-defense.

Rushing said that case
remains pending in
Franklin County Circuit
Court.

He expressed his
appreciation to the
Franklin County Sheriff’s
Office and investigator
Jordan Seahorn for their
work in the Mills case.

“The sheriff’s department did a great job working this case under the direc-
tion of Investigator Seahorn. I appreciate their efforts in bringing justice to the
victim and his family,” Rushing said.

COURTESY PHOTO
It took jurors less than one hour to convict
Mills, above, of murder.

are far better that you will become that person. 
It is of the utmost importance to know when you have of yourself to give to

others and when you are running on empty.  You can’t function on empty.  As
I’ve said, it simply means there are times you have to put yourself first. It’s
not being selfish!

It is good to be back!
As always, until later...



There will be a VFW meeting on Thursday, June 24th at 6 p.m. at the
VFW Hall on Lawrence Street in Russellville.  All members are urged

to attend.

Crooked Oak Baptist Church will host Vacation Bible School on
Saturday, June 26, from 9-2. Classes for K-6th grade and 7th-12th

grade. Grab your hard hat and tools! VBS is “Under Construction!” Join the crew for
a day of groundbreaking fun as we learn how to build our foundation in God!. The
church is located at 3000 Frankfort Road, Tuscumbia. Registration begins at 8:30, pick
up at 2 p.m. For more information, or for a ride, call 205-447-5037 or 256-810-1859.

Kids from 3-16 are invited to attend Vacation Bible School at St. Paul
Missionary Baptist Church on Saturday, June 26, from 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

Classes for ages 3-16. The program will be an “Alpine Ascent,” finding strength in
God’s word. The church is located at 5017 Hwy. 79 in Phil Campbell. The closing pro-
gram will begin at 1 p.m. Following the closing program, there will be fun  and games
for kids and refreshments for all. Bring your lawn chairs and enjoy the fellowship.

North Russellville Baptist Church will host Vacation Bible School on
Saturday, June 26, from 10-1. The church is located at 1401 Waterloo

Road in Russellville. The theme for this year’s VBS is “Big Heart Farms.” Ages are
from preschool through fifth grade. We will have class time, crafts, play time and a hot-
dog lunch.

The East Franklin Volunteer Fire Department will be selling William Earl
Bishop’s Smoked Chicken and Pulled Barbecue Pork Plates from 4-7 on

Friday, June 23, at the EFVFD, 10443 Hwy. 81 in Phil Campbell. Carryout only. Plates
are $10. Dessert donations appreciated.

The Welch reunion will be the 10th of July (second Saturday) at the Hee
Haw Building.  Starting at 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. Mountain Valley Hee

Haw, 5504 Hwy. 79, Phil Campbell, AL 35581.  This is the address of Williams’ mom
next door to the Hee Haw.  Each family will bring their favorite meat for sandwiches
and bread and things you like on them.  Please bring chips, tomatoes, drinks, desserts
etc. for your own family.  We will have lettuce, mayo, ketchip and mustard.  Call
Nancy at (256)-627-7635 for more information.  All Welch’s and Welch-related are
invited to come!

You are invited to a special service at My Father’s House Church, 104
Lawrence St., at 11 a.m. and 5 p.m., Sunday, June 27. Pastor Geoff and

Diana Gonifas from Wyoming will be our honored guests. They have served as
Missionaries in England. Everyone is welcome.

PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with the Alabama Abandoned

Motor Vehicle Act, Alabama Code Sections 32-
13-1 through 32-13-8, the following motor vehi-
cle will be sold for cash at 10:30 a.m., on July
21, 2021, at M&N Wrecker & Service Center,
11833 Hwy. 43 South, Russellville, Al, 35653.
Seller reserves the right to reject any bid and

the right to bid. 

2005 Ford Escape XLT
VIN: 1FMYU03185KA86967





John Pilati
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The Tharptown High School Class of 2021
experienced a senior year like no other as the
result of finishing high school during a pandem-
ic.

But valedictorian Colton Simmons and his
classmates never felt cheated or shortchanged,
thanks to optimism and encouragement from the
school’s administrators and faculty.

In particular, Simmons said, he will always
appreciate Samantha Walker, a first-year
teacher who teaches history, government and
economics and psychology.

“She really helped me and our class through
our senior year,” Simmons said. “We all came
back last fall and pretty much didn’t see that we
would have a good senior year. We heard all
kinds of things about how we wouldn’t have pep
rallies or other student activities.

“Ms. Walker pushed us to try and stay positive
and use positive thinking. She pushed us to try
and get these events scheduled and when we
got down, she motivated us to try something else
if one door was closed,” Simmons added.

Walker said she noticed the concern among
her senior students as the 2020-21 school year
began, so she tried to channel some positive
energy into her classroom.

“As the year went on, they realized they would
get more out of their senior year than they first
thought,” Walker said. “I would get them involved
in political debates, or an activity where they
started their own business to try and get stu-
dents out of that COVID-19 mind frame.

“By the end of the year, they realized they had
made the most out of  what they were given and
they had a really enjoyable senior year. Colton
had such high spirits all year and never let all
this bring him or the Class of 2021 down. They
made the best of the situation and were grateful
for what they had, probably more than most
other senior classes,” Walker added.

It’s no surprise that Simmons would appreciate
a teacher who pushed him to bring out his best
in the classroom. To call him competitive would
be a gross understatement.

Simmons lettered in four varsity sports at
Tharptown: football, basketball, baseball and
track and field, where he finished fifth in the
Alabama Class 1A-2A javelin competition.
Although it erased most of his spare time, com-
peting in four sports was well worth the effort for
Simmons.

“I love sports. I love being an athlete and the
feeling you get before every game. I love getting
better and driving to make myself better and

honestly, I love competition,” Simmons said.
Four sports during his senior year of high

school wasn’t enough competition though.
Simmons said among a small group of students
at the top of his class, he stayed competitive in
the classroom as well. 

“There were three of us who were very com-
petitive in our grades at the start of the year. One
of those students fell off, though. I always felt my
grades were close to everyone else so I kept try-
ing to do better,”  Simmons said. “But it turns out
there was more distance between our grades
than I knew. But the competitive aspect of it
makes me go to a different level. In life, I feel like
I do better when someone else is pushing me,”
he added.

The son of Anthony and Amanda Simmons,
Colton is the middle child of three. The family
attends Faith Tabernacle Church in Trinity. He
grew up in a home with both parents and a fam-
ily that loves and supports each other, a blessing
that’s not lost to him.

“I know exactly how blessed I was to have both
parents together and healthy,” Simmons said.
“That’s nothing to sneer at because there are so
many kids who don’t know that feeling. It helped
me a lot to be mentally prepared because I had
both parents supporting me in everything I did.”

Simmons will attend Northwest-Shoals
Community College this fall, where he will work
on his basics the next two years before transfer-
ring to the University of Alabama at Huntsville to
major in mechanical engineering.

Scholarships including the Valedictorian
Scholarship from NW-SCC and a NaphCare
Scholarship will help pay for his education along
the way.

As he advances through his post-secondary
education, Simmons will meet an increasing
number of people who’ve never heard of
Tharptown. But that’s okay. He’ll be more than
happy to share what his community means to
him.

“I went to a bigger school at one time and hon-
estly, it was a struggle mentally. Everyone did
things for themselves and didn’t care about oth-
ers. It was hard to make friends, so the commu-
nity thing we have in Tharptown helps a lot,”
Simmons said. “It’s a great place to live and go
to school.”

If he could give one piece of advice to
Tharptown’s incoming freshmen, the Class of
2025, Simmons’ message would be simple:
Never let someone make you quit, whether it be
a teacher, coach  or another student, no matter
what they say or do, because you can accom-
plish a lot more going through difficult issues
than going around them.

Colton Simmons
THS Class of 2021 Valedictorian

Tharptown High School Valedictorian: Colton Simmons





YARD SALES

Yard Sale. Friday-
Saturday, June 25-26. 8
a.m.-until. 16125 Hwy.
43 North, Russellville.
Variety of items, come

see us!

Yard Sale. Saturday,
June 26. 7 a.m.-12 p.m.

Rain or Shine. 379
Briarleigh Road,

Russellville. Men and
women’s clothing, home

décor and household
items.

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Kitchen Help Needed.
Full-time or Part-time at
Pilgrim’s Place BBQ in

Russellville. Apply in per-
son or call 256-332-1007

for more information.

Temporary Yard Work
Needed. One or two-day
job. Please call 256-332-

4307.
PETS

Two Cats free to good
home. Two brothers,

approximately 7 months
old. Must adopt together.

Call 256-332-8324 or
256-324-9652.

FOR SALE

Solid Oak Twin or Bunk
Bed Frams and Box

Sprigs. Two Stands, One
WIth Drawers & One

With Shelves. Solid Oak
Round Mirror. All for
$350. Call 256-460-

2365.

Canning Jars For Sale.
Pint, Quart, Half Gallon
and Gallon. Leave mes-
sage at 256-332-7088.

Woods 9000 Backhoe
For Sale. With subframe
that fits a 60/40 Kubota

tractor. $5,500. Call 256-
332-0205 or 256-710-

8604.

Woods 9000 Backhoe
For Sale. With subframe

that fits a 4900 Kubota
tractor. $5,500. Call 256-

332-0205 or 256-710-
8604.

FOR RENT

One bedroom with yard
and patio.  For informa-

tion call 256-332-5081 or
256-627-1996.

Duplex One Bedroom
Apartment For Rent.
Yard, covered patio,
jacuzzi tub. Call 256-
332-5081 or 256-627-

1916.

Duplex Two Bedroom
Apartment For Rent.

Yard, covered patio. Call
256 –332-5081 or 256-

627-1916.

FOR SALE

Baby Stroller. Good con-
dition. $15. Baby Saucer.
Good condition. Pink in
color. Does not roll. $15.

Call 256-332-5415.

Franklin Free Press
Classified Rates

Yard Sale Rates: FREE,
Deadline Monday at
Noon; Real Estate-

Homes, acreage, lots for
sale or rent. $25 for six

consecutive weeks. Up
to 40 words per ad;

Vehicles, Boats, RVs,
Motorcycles for sale. $15

for six consecutive
weeks. Up to 25 words
per ad; Pets For Sale

only $10 for six consecu-
tive weeks. Up to 25

words  per ad; Free of
Charge: Lost & Found,
Giveaways, and Items
Under $100 (Private

Parties Only).15-word
limit; Commercial

Classified Rates: $25 for
Businesses, 15 words or
less for six weeks. Ads

exceeding word limit add
$10 per additional 15
words. The number in

parentheses represents
the number of times the

ad has appeared. Call us
at 256-332-0255 to

place, cancel or renew
your ad. Payment is

required in advance of
publication for ads.

ALASCAN

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SPONSOR AN
Exchange student! Enjoy
another culture from the

comfort of your own
home. Make a difference

in your community.
Change a student’s life!

1-678-745-8081.

SERVICES  

BEST SATELLITE TV
with 2 Year price

Guarantee! $59.99/mo.
with 190 Channels and 3

months free premium
movie channels! Free

next day installation! Call
1-855-943-1314.

PLACE STATEWIDE Ads
in over 100 Newspapers,
reaching over 1 million

readers each week!  Run
your ad in our Classified

Network for just $210
per week! Make one call
to this newspaper (par-
ticipating Alascan news-
paper) or call 1-800-264-

7043 to find out how
easy it is to advertise

statewide!

INSTRUCTION

ONLINE PHARMACY
Technician Training New

Students Only. Call &
Press 1.  Financial Aid
Available for those who

qualify. 100% Online
Courses. Call 1-844-359-

2283.

INSURANCE  

AUTO INSURANCE

Starting at $49/month!
Call for your Free rate
comparison to see how

much you can save!

Please call: 1-855-408-
7970 for more informa-

tion!

APARTMENTS FOR RENT:
Russell de Villa Apartments in Russellville has openings for 1BR & 2BR

apartments. Rent based on income.
Background screening includes criminal, partial credit and past landlord.

Applications are take M,W,F from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Call 256-332-7873.

FLEA MARKET
115 Laurel Ave., behind Burger King in Russellville.

Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10-6.
Wide variety of everything! Christmas décor, books, cloth-

ing, what nots, glassware, MORE!

HELP WANTED

Experienced Short-Order Cook.
Apply Inside.

CJ’s. Hwy. 24 in Belgreen.

HELP WANTED

Housekeeping/Laundry help needed in a Nursing Home
facility. Full-time, Part-time available. Please contact 567-

301-1825 for more information or to apply.
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Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

RUSSELLVILLE - The saying “good things come
to those who wait” is oftentimes a saying that is
easy to preach, but difficult to adopt.

But for Corey Flanagan, after years of biding his
time and learning the ropes of coaching as an
assistant coach, his waiting is starting to pay divi-
dends. 

Flanagan was recently hired on as the new head
coach of the Russellville Middle School football
program and will look to continue the excellence
that the program has seen for many years.

When it came time to find a new head coach for
the program, Flanagan saw an opportunity and
decided to make the most of it and express his
interest.

And his interest resulted in the head coaching
position.

“I was working with coach (Larry) Gilmer over the
past three or four years with the middle school and
didn’t really have an idea that he was going to
retire until towards the end of the year.  And once
I found that out, I had a lot of interest in the job,”
Flanagan said.  “It made a lot of sense from the
standpoint that I’m already working with a lot of
those kids in the weight room.  And so once it was
posted I sent in my letter of interest and went
through the interview process and it took off from
there.  I really wanted to pursue the job because I
really feel like it would be a good thing for me and
a good thing for the program.”

A 2008 graduate of Russellville High School,
Flanagan went on to play baseball at Northwest-
Shoals Community College before transferring to
Athens State University where he received his
bachelor’s degree. And after spending two years
in the Deshler school system, Flanagan made the
return to his alma mater.

Flanagan was a multi-sport athlete during his
Golden Tiger days, including being a part of the
2003 Russellville Middle School team that
achieved an undefeated season. 

Flanagan has spent the past few seasons work-
ing as an assistant coach serving alongside
Russellville varsity head coach John Ritter while
also working with Chris Heaps as a varsity assis-

tant baseball coach. 
And now he’ll get his chance to head up a

Russellville Middle School football program that
holds a special place in his heart while also hop-
ing to serve as a key part of the development in
the Russellville football program.

“One of the most attractive things to me was, this
is the place where I grew up and played ball.  It’s
been a large part of my entire life,” Flanagan said.
“So just the opportunity to be in that position to
work with coach Ritter and help build up these kids
to be champions on and off the field.  And also to
be able to give back to the place that’s given so
much to me is just a really unique and special
opportunity.”

A key aspect for the RMS football program is the
development process that leads to the product on
the field under the Friday night lights.  And that
aspect isn’t lost for Flanagan who will now over-
see that process while another key step in the

Coming around full circle

Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

In last week’s edition of the FFP, we took a look
at the local student athletes who made the ASWA
all-state team in baseball. 

Both Russellville and Phil Campbell, who both
came away with state championships in their
respective seasons, had multiple players selected
to both the first and second teams in classes 3A
and 5A.

This week, we take a look at student athletes
that were selected to the ASWA all-state team in
softball.

In her first full season at the helm of the Belgreen
Bulldogs softball program, as the 2020 season
(which was her first season) was cut short due to
COVID-19, Susie Tverberg led the Lady Bulldogs
all the way to the state tournament in Oxford. 

Two primary reasons for the Lady Bulldogs’ spe-
cial season was thanks in part to the play of Emma
Dempsey and Kelsey Wilson. 

Dempsey was named to the 1A all-state first
team due to her stellar play. And while she was
named to the all-state team as a pitcher, Dempsey
also left her mark at the plate as well. 

In the circle, Dempsey pitched an astounding
176 innings across 38 games. While allowing 85
runs (only 40 earned), and 127 hits, Dempsey
pitched to a crisp 2.05 ERA in her senior season. 

The most impressive stat for Dempsey, who is
Northeast Mississippi Community College signee

See ʻHARDWARE,  ̓page 12

See ʻFLANAGAN,  ̓page 14

Wednesday

at 4 PM

Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other creative
submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com. For updates on news
and sports throughout the week, visit www.franklinfreepress.net!

Having once donned a uniform, new Russellville Middle School head football coach Corey Flanagan gets
the opportunity to return to a program he once played for in hopes of continuing a long line of success.

COURTESY PHOTO
Flanagan, a 2008 Russellville High School
graduate, will be tasked with heading up the
RMS football program after his hiring as the
RMS head football coach and athletic director.

Bringing home
the hardware

Belgreen and Red Bay softball programs have
players named to the ASWA all-state softball

team after successful seasons.
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as a softball player, is the fact that she managed to strikeout 240 batters

while only walking 33, good for 12.3 strikeouts per nine innings pitched. 
At the plate, Dempsey had a great final season donning the blue and white

uniform for Belgreen. 
Playing first base when she’s not getting the starting pitching assignment

and primarily hitting
out of the leadoff
spot, Dempsey went
51-124 (.411 aver-
age) while driving in
16 runs. Dempsey
also had one home
run to her credit with
seven triples and six
doubles while scor-
ing 48 runs on the
season.

Wilson was named
an honorable men-
tion to the ASWA 1A
all-state team. 

Playing in the out-
field most of the time
while also being able
to play at the hot
corner for Tverberg,
Wilson was a force
to be reckoned with
at the plate. 

Going 35-102 (.343
average), Wilson
drove in 27 runs while scoring 26 runs on the year. Wilson also hit one homer
on the season with two triples and five doubles in her senior season with the
Lady Bulldogs.

Belgreen wasn’t the only school in Franklin County with a strong showing
on the softball diamond. 
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developmental process is set to kick off this year.
“I know the expectations for the program from working with coach Ritter.

Middle school is where you start to see developments and build up things in
these young men that you want to see when they get to the varsity level,”
Flanagan said.  “We’re also starting up the fifth and sixth grade tackle foot-
ball league so that these kids will be able to get four years of organized foot-
ball under their belts where they’ll be taught proper technique and fundamen-
tals before they move on to varsity programs so I think we’ve got a really
good set up there for sure.”

Taking over the program right before summer workouts began, that hasn’t
stopped Flanagan from getting his players ready to continue their dominant
stretches of success in recent years in the upcoming season.

And while there are certain aspects that he plans on keeping the same,
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there are also some things that Flanagan hopes to implement into the pro-
gram as well.

“This summer since we’ve hit the ground running with workouts in early
June, we started.  I want these kids, in everything we do, to have a high level
of energy, passion and commitment.  If we can have those three things in
everything that we do, we’re going to be able to put a really good product on
the field,” Flanagan said.  “Our coaching staff is remaining the same and
we’re not trying to come in and flip everything upside down but there are cer-
tain things that we’ve brought in that our coaches and players have bought
into with a high level of energy.”

The man that Flanagan took over for is someone that the first-year head
coach has the highest praise for: his former head coach Larry Gilmer.

Gilmer retired after 31 years as an educator and coach of the RMS football
program and across those 31 years, Gilmer has had the opportunity to make
a significant impact on hundreds, if not thousands, of lives.  And one of those
lives he has touched during his coaching days is that of his successor.

“Coach Gilmer is as good of a guy as you’ll ever be able to find.  I had the
opportunity to play for him and he’s a very caring and honest man so it’s an
honor to be able to follow him in leading the program,” Flanagan said.
“Coach Gilmer did a tremendous job with the program and he touched a lot
of lives and I’m just very excited for the opportunity to continue the great work
he did. Russellville is a special place and the middle school job to me is a big
deal and I’m just really excited for the opportunity.”

Red Bay’s Lila Blackburn put together quite the season for a Lady Tigers
team that managed to reach the regional tournament in Florence. 

Blackburn, who was primarily batting out of the third spot in the order for the
Lady Tigers, was named to the ASWA 2A all-state second team. 

The senior Lady Tiger batted .500 on the season while reaching double dig-
its in doubles (ten) and home runs (12) on the season. Blackburn also
notched a triple to her credit while driving in 42 runs on the season.
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