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Website Helps Families Locate Free Summer Meals and Tutoring for Children 

Families can turn to 211 Maryland— the state’s central connector to health and human services— to find summer foods sites in their area as many school districts are 
offering free breakfast and lunch meals for children. The free program is an extension of the services offered during the school year.  (See article on page 7) 

Courtesy Photo: Baltimore County Food and Nutrition Services 



By Janice Shih and Kelsey Creed 
 
  Believe it or not, this is a common 
problem.  If it has happened to you, you 
should not panic, but rather, reach out 
for help.  Here is a general guideline as 
to what you should do.  
  If you have not filed your taxes in 
several years, you should consider (1) 
whether you are required to file, and (2) 
if you are required, why you did not file. 
  The first step is determining whether 
you are required to file. The Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS) classifies 
individuals into two groups: (1) those 
who must file and (2) those who should 
file. Those who are required to file meet 
a specific income and age requirement 
based on their filing status. For example, 
you are required to file a 2020 return if 
you are “single,” earned at least 
$12,400, and are under the age of 65. It 
is a crime not to file a required tax return 
and you can be fined or prosecuted for 
failing to file. 
  You may not be required by law to file 
if you fall under this income threshold. 
However, even if you are not required to 
file, there may be some benefits.  For 
example, you may fall in this category if 
you do not meet the income requirement 
but have had taxes withdrawn from your 
paycheck. Filing a return will allow you 
to receive those withheld taxes as a 

refund. Additional examples include if 
you qualify for healthcare, education, 
and child tax credits, or if you’ve 
received a 1099-B tax form. 
  By filing, you may also become 
eligible for certain tax credits, such as 
the Economic Income Payment (“EIP”), 
commonly referred to as the federal 
stimulus payment. If you have not filed 
your tax return in several years and did 
not receive your EIP, you should file a 
2020 tax return to request a “Recovery 

Rebate Credit” on your tax form. Seek 
aid from a reputable tax preparer in 
order to complete your return accurately.  
  If you are required to file, the next step 
is determining why you did not file. You 
may have avoided filing taxes altogether 
because the process is intimidating and 
cumbersome. 
  Perhaps you fear that you will be 
unable to afford tax payments to the 
IRS, so you further delay filing in hopes 

the IRS does not become aware that you 
owe. If you believe that you owe taxes 
to the IRS from previous years that you 
had not filed, and are worried you are 
unable to pay, you should still file and 
seek assistance after filing. 
  While waiting to file until you can 
afford to pay seems logical, it is not the 
best approach to take. Waiting to pay a 
tax balance leads to penalties and 
interest on this balance, leading to an 
even higher amount due. Even if you 
can’t afford the amount due when you 
file, you can seek assistance from a 
Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic (LITC) to 
help you determine a solution.  
Sometimes you can negotiate a lower 
payment, or an installment plan to deal 
with the balance due.  The most 
important thing is to not ignore it.  It is 
always best to file even if you cannot 
afford to pay. 
  Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service 
(MVLS) has a Low-Income Taxpayer 
Clinic that can address tax issues.  
MVLS can be reached at 410-547-6537 
Monday to Thursday from 9 a.m. to 12 
p.m. and at www.mvlslaw.org.  
 
 Janice Shih is the director of the Low-
Income Taxpayer Clinic at Maryland 
Volunteer Lawyers Service (MVLS) and 
Kelsey Creed is a legal intern at MVLS. 
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Honoree Tayonna Johnson WHS ’21 to 
Attend Howard University in Fall 2021 
  
  Baltimore— Western High School 
Foundation, established to preserve and 
strengthen the shining legacy and 
excellence of the nation’s oldest all-girls 
public high school, announced Tayonna 
Johnson as the 2021 recipient of the 
Lois and Irving Blum Social Justice 
Fellowship at Western High School. 
  The scholarship program is funded by 
the Lois and Irving Blum Foundation 
through Carolyn “Patty” Blum (WHS 
1967), Clinical Professor of Law, 
Emerita at Berkeley Law, University of 
California, who founded and directed 
the International Human Rights Law 
Clinic, and her family. The $5,000 
scholarship is awarded annually to a 
Western senior demonstrating social 
justice activism in the city or state. 
  “The Western High School 
Foundation’s mission to preserve and 
strengthen Western’s legacy dovetails 
perfectly with my family’s plan to create 
social justice activism scholarships at 

the Baltimore high schools each family 
member attended. The scholarships 

honor our parents’ values and recognize 
the schools where we had grown 
intellectually and developed lifelong 
friendships,” said Professor Blum.  
  In addition to family members, Blum’s 
close family friend, Margaret “Peg” 
Cohen (WHS 1966), serves as a member 
of the selection committee for Western. 
   As Western’s second Blum Scholar, 
Johnson plans to attend Howard 
University this fall.  
   Founded in 1867 with its motto of 
Excellence in Truth and Service, 
Howard University is nationally ranked 
#2 among the Top Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities by U.S. News 
& World Report.  
  Johnson, was selected by the Blum 
selection committee for her talent, 
passion and community engagement, 
said Professor Blum who noted, “It is 
truly uplifting to see the special girls 
who are graduating under Principal 
White’s leadership.” Principal White has 
been frequently honored for her 
leadership in education. 
   Even at her young age, Johnson is 
certain of her life direction: motivating 
youth through music. She was featured 
recently for the Healing City Baltimore 
Summit 2021 singing “Save Me,” which 
is about her thinking process as she was 
getting through trauma. Johnson’s 
frequent, consistent partnering with 
Healing City and Heart Smiles has given 
her the opportunity to help youth who 
struggle with issues unique to inner city 
life by setting a personal example of 
pursuing dreams. 
   In March 2021, Johnson was featured 
on PBS NewsHour focusing on her 

work with Hip Hop Public Health’s 
“Community Immunity” video to ensure 
its authentic reflection of Baltimore 
City. The video exposed common 
vaccine myths and misconceptions to 
help influence communities in making 
better decisions during the pandemic. 
   After college graduation, she plans to 
return to Baltimore to establish a 
building for inner city young artists 
where they can record their music and 
learn more about the music industry. 
Johnson said, “It’s very important to 
help young people who have so much 
talent to reach their full potential. I want 
to be that person who can set an 
example for others; I want others to be 
able to say ‘If Tayonna can do it, so can 
I!’” Johnson has been influenced by 
Western’s motto “We have received 
light, let us give light.” 
   Professor Blum’s life has been a 
testament to the value of giving light, 
according to Carolyn O’Keefe (WHS 
1974), president of the Western High 
School Foundation. “Patty sets a strong 
example of philanthropy for other 
Western alumnae and, importantly, for 
every citizen committed to social justice. 
After all, every day, Western works to 
advance gender and racial equity in real 
time, with immediate and long-term 
positive impact on young women.” 
  Founded in 1844, Western High School 
is the oldest all-girls public school in the 
nation. Its notable alumnae include: 
Henrietta Szold; Etta and Claribel Cone; 
Judge Sarah T. Hughes; Astronomer 
Nancy Grace Roman; Dr. Nancy 
Grasmick; Anna Deavere Smith; and 
Maryland State Senator Jill Carter. 
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Western High School Foundation names 2021 Recipient of Lois and Irving Blum Social Justice Fellowship

Tayonna Johnson is the recipient of 
the 2021 Lois and Irving Blum Social 
Justice Fellowship at Western High 
School. She was selected by the Blum 
selection committee for her talent, 
passion and community engagement. 
                    Courtesy Photo/WHSF 

Stay up-to-date on positive news in the community! Sign up for  
The Baltimore Times weekly newsletter at https://bit.ly/2E5NuM5
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Letters to the Editor

When sending letters to the editor, your correct name, address  
and telephone number must be included with your submission.  

Please send your letter to: Letters to the Editor 
 The Annapolis Times 

     201-2530 N. Charles Street, Baltimore, MD. 21218  
 email: btimes@btimes.com

Editor: 
Re: The United States Needs Allies 
  President Biden is working on re-
establishing and nurturing our relation- 
ships with our allies in the world. 
  We are recommitting the United States 
to backing our European allies against 
the influence and territorial ambitions of 
Russia; and NATO is the key 
organization positioned to block Russian 
moves in Europe, and it is needed to 
help combat Russia’s cyber attacks on 
our infrastructure. 
  In the far east, China is significantly 
expanding its military and reach in the 
South China Sea. Our support of 
Taiwan, The Philippines, and Japan is 
critical to containing China’s ambitions 
in the region. As a counter weight to 
China, we should probably encourage 
Japan to embark on a limited build up of 
its military forces, especially its Navy 
and missile capabilities. Additionally, 
we have to counter China’s pilfering of 

our intellectual property. South Korea 
needs ongoing support to deter North 
Korean threats. 
  In the Middle East Iran poses a threat 
to its neighbors and to U.S. interests in 
the region. Saudi Arabia, the UAE, 
Egypt, Jordan and other countries in the 
region need our backing to counter any 
Iranian moves. Israel is the only 
democratic country in the Middle East, 
and it is a high-tech and military 
bulwark standing in the way of Iran and 
the Islamic terrorist factions who want 
to destroy the Western world. Israel’s 
survival is strategically important to the 
United States and the Western world.  
  We have to continue to support 
countries in South America and Central 
America to contain Cuba and Venezuela. 
  We are back as the leader of the free 
world. 
 

Donald Moskowitz 
Londonderry, NH 

The Black Press: Our Trusted Messenger 
By Dr. John E. Warren 
Publisher, The San Diego Voice & Viewpoint 
 
  Sometimes it’s necessary to be reminded who we are and who our friends are.  
It’s also important to remember from whence we have come. Such is the case this 
week with the Black Press. Our Black newspapers are now celebrating 194 years 
of being the keeper of the flame of liberty and the source of information in “our” 
struggle for freedom and equality. 
  With the advent of the recent pandemic and the visible disparity of Blacks dying 
at greater numbers than others, getting fewer vaccines, working the most high risk 
occupations and death at the hands of law enforcement, our need for a “trusted” 
source of information is greater than social media which has become an alternative 
for many. At the same time, the interest in reaching our communities has increased 
on all levels. The question has become “who is in touch with the Black 
community” as injustice, murder and social disparity continues to grow among 
Blacks. The NAACP and the Urban League gave the impression that they were in 
touch with the Black community. But the reality is neither organization has ever 
been in touch with the Black community without the Black Press. It is Black 
newspapers and not CNN, ABC, NBC or CBS that carries the articles and 
commentaries of these organizations to the Black community. Yet, neither of these 
ever mentioned the Black Press when taking both credit and dollars for outreach to 
the Black community. 
  The African American and Black communities of America should not be duped 
into believing that social media has become a substitute for the Black Press. The 
Black Press is now both print and electronic, it’s a newswire service as provided 
by the National Newspaper Publishers Association (NNPA), providing coverage  
of both news here in America and around the world. It is the Black Press that has 
been the “Trusted Messenger” to our communities for 194 years and that says a 
lot. Our newspapers are the rear guard, the battleground against the efforts to re-
segregate America and return “Jim Crow” racism. 
  As we celebrate Juneteenth, let us remember that we are not only free but capable 
of defending and determining our futures, if we get serious. Let’s remember how 
we got here, on the backs of those like the Black Press who bought us thus far; let 
us not forget in the words of James Weldon Johnson: that “we have come over a 
way that with tears has been watered, treading our path through the blood of the 
slaughtered.” We are, still being slaughtered today by others as well as each other. 
  Let’s remember who is truly telling our story and our obligation to keep and 
support that effort. Pick up a Black newspaper and get involved. You owe that and 
more to keeping the Juneteenth principle of freedom alive today. 
 
Dr. John E. Warren is the Publisher of The San Diego Voice & Viewpoint 
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By Darryl Sellers 
 
Barber and Hair Shop Talk – Breaking 
through the Myths Return to Summer 
Celebrations in Our Communities 
 
  President Joe Biden has declared June 
a national month of action as the United 
States pushes through what is hopefully 
the tail end of the more-than-one-year 
pandemic. The White House is 
launching an effort to team up with 
1,000 Black-owned barbershops and 
beauty salons across the country to help 
the Biden Administration reach its goal 
of 70 percent of adult Americans 
receiving at least one shot of a 
coronavirus vaccine by July 4, 2021.  
  With the White House’s latest effort in 
mind, the Black Coalition Against 
COVID (BCAC) recently hosted a 
conversational Q&A event called 
Making It Plain, the Colors of COVID: 
Barbershop and Salon Talk – From 
Vaccine Hesitancy to Vaccine 
Confidence. It was a two-hour 

discussion featuring prominent members 
from the Black barbershop and salon 
community as well as minority 
healthcare professionals who hoped to 
build on the White House’s Shots at the 
Shop initiative that has been successful 
in several barbershops across the 
country. This could be a new national 

model with barbershops and beauty 
salons offering vaccines as well as 
haircuts, shaves, and hairstyles.  
  June’s Facebook Live town hall comes 
during a very delicate stage in the 
struggle to end this pandemic. Cofounder 
of the BCAC, Dr. Reed Tuckson, said 
Black Americans’ relationships with their 
barbers and hair stylists are very vital to 
keeping our communities informed.  
  “One-by-one in the chair is the motto 
of many lifelong Black and Brown 
barbers and stylists,” Dr. Tuckson said. 
“And that special relationship is one of 
the cornerstones of Black and Brown 
culture, a relationship that extends well 
beyond the latest hairstyle to engage the 
very lifeblood of our communities.” 
  Currently, approximately 64 percent of 
adults in the United States have received 
at least one dose of a vaccine. However, 
vaccine hesitancy is still running 
rampant in Black communities where 
around 24 percent still have a wait-and-
see mindset.  

  Dr. Cameron Webb of the White House 
COVID-19 Response Team said Black 
barbers are an essential part of the White 
House’s effort in Black communities to 
build more vaccine confidence and chip 
away at vaccine hesitancy. He reminded us 
that Black barbers have been in the business 
of giving good information for a long time.  

  He added, “We believe if we give 
people the right information, they’re 
going to make good decisions, good 
decisions for themselves, their family, 
and their community.”  
  Dr. Marcella Nunez-Smith echoed Dr. 
Webb’s message as she spoke to her 
Black salon sisters.  
  “We love our time at the shop. We do a 
lot of talking,” she said. “I’m hearing 
people in the shop talk about things like 
magnets and infertility and other things 
that we know are not true and 
debunked,” she said. “We’re all going to 
be in solidarity together. And let’s be in 
solidarity to make sure that we’re not 
letting the shop be a place where 
misinformation spreads.”  
  Mike Brown, a barber and certified 
community health worker, offered 
another interesting perspective on how 
to dispel COVID-19 misinformation. He 
said some Black brothers and sisters are 
at the “hell no” wall when it comes to 
taking a COVID-19 vaccine. But he said 

he’s found an effective way to deal with 
the mistrust he hears in his barbershop.  
  “You have to meet them at their level,” 
Brown said. “And then once you get 
down to where they are, then you can 
start to talk them out of their mistrust or 
their misinformation.”  
  We’re getting ready to fire up our grills 
for family barbecues and attend other 
outings. Co-host Omar Neal said having 
family conversations is key to returning 
to our summer celebrations. He made a 
lighthearted remark that sums up how 
many of us feel about returning to 
family get-togethers and other events 
we’ve sorely missed during the 
pandemic.  
  “If we can get the vaccine now, we can 
be ready for the 4th of July,” Neal said. 
“Wouldn’t it be wonderful that everyone 
that’s eligible to get the vaccine has 
been vaccinated when they come to the 
family gathering so you can go around 
and hug everybody again?” 
  Well said, Omar Neal! Together, “We 
Can Do This!” 
  To see a replay of this BCAC Facebook 
Live event in its entirety, go to 
BlackDoctor.org. For a list of upcoming 
events, COVID-19 health and wellness 
information, and other events, go to 
BlackDoctor.org , the world’s largest 
and most comprehensive online health 
resource specifically targeted at African 
Americans. For more information about 
COVID-19, health, and wellness, see 
Black Coalition Against COVID-19, a 
key health resource for African 
Americans.  
 
Darryl Sellers is the Director of Public 
Relations Team for Creative Marketing 
Resources, a strategic marketing agency 
in Milwaukee and a partner of the 
BCAC. 
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Making It Plain: What Black America needs to know about COVID-19 and vaccines

“Currently, approximately 64 percent of adults  
in the United States have received at least one dose  

of a vaccine. However, vaccine hesitancy is still 
running rampant in Black communities where  

around 24 percent still have a wait-and-see mindset.”  
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By Stacy M. Brown 
   Imagine the incredible experience a 
teacher could provide to students with 
virtual reality headsets, digital micro-
scopes, robotics equipment, and $25,000 
in new technology. 
   “It is a dream come true,” said Jennifer 
Tyrell, senior project manager for Oak 
Ridge Institute for Science and Educa-
tion (ORISE), which is managing CIA 
Mission Possible-Classroom Transfor-
mation for K-12 students. 
   ORISE is a U.S. Department of Energy 
asset dedicated to enabling critical scien-
tific, research, and health initiatives of 
the department and its laboratory system 
by providing world-class expertise in 
STEM workforce development, scien-
tific and technical reviews, and the eval-
uation of radiation exposure 
environmental contamination. 
   The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
is the sponsor of the new program. 
Teachers in Baltimore, Washington, 
D.C., and Richmond, Virginia, can win 
$25,000 to upgrade the technology in 
their classrooms. 
   The CIA Mission Possible-Classroom 
Transformation competition seeks to im-
prove Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Art, and Math (STEAM) education in 
public schools. The competition will 
award one STEAM teacher each in those 
cities with $25,000 in new equipment to 
update their classrooms with the latest 
technology. Runners-up in each city will 
receive $5,000 in new equipment. 
   “Most children today are digital na-
tives, seemingly born with smartphones 
or tablets in hand,” Terrell 

continued. “Still, some schools do not 
have the budgets to keep pace with 
changing technology. Having $25,000 
worth of interactive technology would 
give a boost to any student trying to 
learn STEAM in today’s world.” 
   Interested teachers need to act fast. 
The deadline to apply is Friday, July 9, 
2021. Terrell said winners would be no-
tified by the end of July, and the technol-
ogy will be purchased and installed in 
their classrooms for the start of the 
2021-2022 school year. 
   To be eligible for the competition, 
teachers must: 
   • Teach a STEAM subject for 3rd 
through 10th grade. 

   • Work for a public school in Balti-
more, Md., Washington, D.C., or Rich-
mond, Va. 
   •Submit a three-to-four-minute video 
creatively illustrating the need and pos-
sible uses of technology in their class-
room.      
   •Additional information, including the 
application and video submission portal, 
can be found 
here: https://orise.orau.gov/cia-mission-
possible/. 
   The deadline to apply is Friday, July 9, 
2021. 
   A panel of educators and ORISE staff 
will determine the winning classroom 
for each city. Entries will be judged on 

how well they: 
   •Demonstrate or explain the need for 
technology. 
   •Demonstrate or explain the possible 
use of technology. 
   •Demonstrate overall creativity in the 
entry. 
   •Provide an explanation of the teach-
ing philosophy and/or approach that will 
be used to expand the STEAM learning 
experience and encourage students to 
pursue careers in STEAM fields. 
   For more information, 
visit https://orise.orau.gov/cia-mission-
possible/. 
 

 CIA Mission Possible   
Classroom Transformation offers Baltimore Teachers $25K in New Technology

Courtesy Photo: Orise

We Cancel TIMESHARES for You

Every year 150,000 people reach out to us for help getting rid of their timeshare. In 2019, 
we relieved over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and maintenance fees. We can help.

Get your free information kit and see if you qualify:

888-984-2917

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

855-993-0969

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the generator 
with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   
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By Stacy M. Brown 
 
   As schools close for the summer, 
Maryland officials say they recognize 
that many children and families face dif-
ficult financial times and may be won-
dering where they can turn for free 
healthy meal options to keep their kids 
nourished throughout the summer 
months.  
   According to the Center for American 
Progress, the urgency to act in Maryland 
is high, given that 10 percent of house-
holds are food insecure.  
   Officials say families can turn to 211 
Maryland— the state’s central connector 
to health and human services— to find 
summer foods sites in their area as many 
school districts are offering free break-
fast and lunch meals for children. The 
free program is an extension of the serv-
ices offered during the school year. 
   “Families can begin receiving free 
meals now at one of the participating 
sites, which can be found on the Mary-
land Meals Site,” stated Quinton Askew, 
president, and CEO of 211 Maryland. 
   Locations of the free meals site can be 
found at www.211md.org. Individuals 
can type in their address or zip codes to 
find the nearest place. 
   “Summer meal sites can change every 
year, so it’s best to check the database 

each year for the latest information,” 
Askew remarked. “Or, check with your 
local school district to find the organiza-
tions providing free summer meals for 
children.” 
   In addition to free meals, 211md.org 
features information and resources for 

families who might need summer pro-
grams for their children, including: sum-
mer camps and tutoring programs, 
Askew noted. 
   “There are several organizations 
throughout the state, including in Balti-
more City, that offer free educational  

tutoring services for children,” he said. 
“Whether they need to keep up with 
reading, writing, and math, or need extra 
assistance because of the challenges the 
COVID-19 pandemic has caused.” 
   Individuals can also search the 211 
Maryland resource database of service 
providers to identify a tutoring program 
in specific areas quickly. 
   “Summer food programs are critical to 
families and children who need to ex-
tend their school’s free meal program 
through the summer months,” Askew as-
serted.  
   “There are families who may have ex-
perienced a trigger moment during the 
pandemic, like the loss of a loved one, 
the loss of a job, or challenges with 
making ends meet day-to-day.  
   “The free Summer Food Service Pro-
gram can help alleviate the stress associ-
ated with feeding your family and 
ensuring they continue to have access to 
nutritious meals.” 
   For more information, visit 
www.211md.org. 

Website Helps Families Locate Free Summer Meals and Tutoring for Children 

No Clipping Required.

The AARP
®
Auto Insurance Program from The Hartford.1

ON AUTO INSURANCE

GEICO, State Farm and Allstate
Call The Hartford
1-877-579-9788

ON AVERAGE, AARP MEMBERS ENJOY

$449
2

 SAVINGS

Your savings could 
be even more!

when they switch from companies like

Call The Hartford now to request a FREE money-saving quote. 

1-877-579-9788
No coupon necessary.

Not an AARP member? If you’re 50 or over, request a FREE quote and more information today! 

FREE duffel bag 
when you request 
your free quote!3

AARP and its affi liates are not insurers. Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. AARP 
membership is required for Program eligibility in most states.
The AARP Automobile Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affi liates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford, CT 06155. It is underwritten in AZ by Hartford 
Insurance Company of the Southeast; in CA by Hartford Underwriters Insurance Company; in WA, by Hartford Casualty Insurance Company; in MN, by Sentinel Insurance Company; and in MA, MI and 
PA, by Trumbull Insurance Company. Auto is currently unavailable in Canada and U.S. Territories or possessions. Specifi c features, credits and discounts may vary and may not be available in all states 
in accordance with state fi lings and applicable law. Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify.
1In Texas, the Auto Program is underwritten by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company through Hartford Fire General Agency. Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its 
affi liates are not fi nancially responsible for insurance products underwritten and issued by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company. 
2Savings amounts based on information reported by customers who switched to The Hartford from other carriers between 1/1/19 and 12/31/19. Your savings may vary. 3Gift is a limited time offer 
and not available in all states. Email address required in most states. Allow 4-7 weeks for delivery. Bottle not included.
*Based on customer experience reviews shared online at www.thehartford.com/aarp as of February 2021. 006131

HWelcome Summer Land Sale!H 
Saturday & Sunday • June 26th & 27th 

NOW is a great time to be in the mountains – 
and near the lake!  

HUGE SAVINGS on beautifully wooded homesites 
near WISP Resort, skiing & Deep Creek Lake.  

All homesites have high speed internet – live and 
work from home! Adjoins 550 acre nature preserve 
with hiking and biking trails. Excellent financing! 

Come out and tour our gorgeous model log home! 
(877) 888-7581 or DiscoverDeepCreek.com 

Brokerage services provided by: GLS Realty, LLC 
Office: 301-387-8100 • Isabel W. Colonna, Broker.

Courtesy Photo

http://www.211md.org" /t "_blank


 MSU’s Board of Regents approves the  
addition of 18 new interdisciplinary 
degree programs, a proactive effort to 
bridge graduation gap for nearly 37 
million Americans with “some college” 
experience and “no degree” 
  
  Baltimore— By way of unanimous 
vote at the Morgan State 
University Board of Regents’ spring 
quarterly meeting, Board members 
approved a proposal for the 
establishment of a novel degree-
completion program and academic 
initiative branded “Morgan Completes 
You” (MCY).  
  Focused exclusively on adult learners 
with previously earned college course 
credits, MCY seeks to bridge the 
graduation gap for some 37 million 
Americans who have “stopped out” of 
college before receiving their degrees. 
  The MCY initiative will provide an 
obtainable pathway to degree attainment 
and potential career advancement for 
many of these individuals. MCY is 
designed to offer greater flexibility, 
opportunity and accessibility for non-
traditional undergraduate and graduate 
students with “some-college-no degree” 
(SCND), by coupling their accumulated 
course work and work experience with a 
customized academic regimen leading to 
an interdisciplinary degree in the area of 
their career aspiration. 
  As a part of this effort, pending 
approval from the Maryland Higher 
Education Commission (MHEC), 
Morgan will be adding 18 new and 
unique interdisciplinary degrees to its 
current offering of academic programs 
forming the foundation of the MCY 
program. The academic programs will 
be available at the undergraduate and 
graduate level, including eight 
bachelors, five master’s, and five 
doctoral programs. 
  “Ensuring the doors of higher 
education are opened as wide as possible 
to as many as possible is more than a 
commitment, it is the bedrock of who 
we are as an institution and Morgan 
Completes You presents a navigable 
path to degree completion for so many 
adult learners who are negotiating real 
life in the real world,” said David K. 

Wilson, president of Morgan. “With 
these new interdisciplinary degree 
programs, specialized and adapted to 
meet the unique needs of today’s 
modern adult learner, Morgan reaffirms 
its commitment as a leader in 
developing unique and innovative 
programs that produce highly proficient 
graduates ready to contribute within the 
modern, global workforce.” 
  According to the Lumina Foundation, 
the growing population of “stop outs”— 
people with “some college, no 
degree”— has reached nearly 37 million 
people in the U.S., an increase of 22 
percent over the past five years. Within 
this segment, 10 percent or 
approximately 3.5 million are 
considered “potential completers” as 
they carry the equivalent of at least two 
years’ worth of full-time college 
enrollment during the past decade and 
have a high potential to earn a credential 
if they re-enroll. 
  The overwhelming data supports that 
the number of potential degree earners 
who, if provided with an attainable path 
forward, would return to college and 

obtain a degree as a means to increase 
marketability, boost earning potential, 
improve standard-of-living and solidify 
job security. Re-enrollment and 
reengagement of students with SCND 
and potential completers are vital to 
sustaining a 21st century talent pipeline 
for local, national and global workforce 
opportunities and competitiveness.  
  In today’s market, employers want 
graduates grounded in theory, 
experienced and equipped with problem-
solving skills. The proposed academic 
degree programs that will be introduced 
under the MCY program are designed to 
produce graduates who are 
knowledgeable and committed to service 
and leadership. The proposed program 
curriculum, is also developed to link 
students’ employment experiences with 
past academic preparation and create a 
customized course trajectory that 
marries with their professional 
aspirations to maximize post-degree 
career achievement for graduates. 
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Morgan State introduces ‘Morgan Completes You,’ a new degree-attainment initiative

The “Morgan Completes You” initiative will provide an obtainable pathway to 
degree attainment and potential career advancement for many individuals who 
have “stopped out” of college before receiving their degrees. The program is 
designed to offer greater flexibility, opportunity and accessibility for non-
traditional undergraduate and graduate students with some college experience 
and no degree.                                                         Photo Credit: ClipArt.com 
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Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality
Advancing Excellence in Health Care • www.ahrq.govLearn the preventive medical tests you need.   ahrq.gov

This year thousands of men
will die from stubbornness.

By Tyler Hamilton  
 
  Defense has always been the primary 
team identity for the Baltimore Ravens. 
This is a franchise that started with 
middle linebacker Ray Lewis as one of 
the team captains in their early years 
after moving from Cleveland and 
changing their name from the Browns to 
the Ravens.  
  Lewis is widely considered as the 
greatest Ravens’ player of all time. But 
others such as Terrell Suggs, Ed Reed 
and Haloti Ngata have made a huge 
impact as well. The 2021 Ravens carry 
on the defense first mindset and have a 
new leader emerging as a presence on 
the team.  
  Fifth-year cornerback Marlon 
Humphrey signed a five-year, $97 
million contract extension with the 
Ravens last year. Humphrey continued 
his reign as the top corner for the 
Ravens as he took on the opposing 
team’s top wide receiver on a weekly 
basis.  
  Humphrey embraces the opportunity to 
be one of the current Ravens’ leaders. 
However, he wouldn’t go as far as to 
place himself on the mantle with greats 
like Lewis and Reed. 
  “Any time you’re compared to the Ray 
Lewis’ and the Ed Reed’s, it’s definitely 
always an honor. I know those guys got 
some ‘Defensive Player of the Year’ 

[awards], so I probably need to get one 
of those in order to really try to be one 
of those cornerstone pieces. But 
definitely, it’s always an honor to be 
compared to those guys. This 
organization is defense, defense, 
defense, and with those defenses, you’ve 
got a lot of guys that you think of when 
you think of those great defenses,” 
Humphrey said after the Ravens final 
minicamp practice this week. 

  Even though he is only turning 25-
years-old next month, Humphrey is one 
of the veteran players in the defensive 
backs room. He is spending a lot of time 
with defensive backs coach Chris Hewitt 
developing his game and getting more 
comfortable in the defense. Hard work 
and understanding of what he is being 
asked to do is cultivating more 
confidence in himself.   
  Humphrey is however looking to 

become more of a vocal leader for the 
whole defense this year. The confidence 
and comfort that he is developing will 
only help him evolve into the role he is 
ready to take on. 
  “I’ve definitely gotten more 
comfortable here, so that’s just allowed 
me to be more myself,” Humphrey said 
during the Ravens final minicamp 
practice. “The biggest thing [is], when I 
come out today, I’m like, ‘Man, I’ve got 
to get myself going today,’ and the way I 
do that is to be vocal. And hopefully, a 
lot of times, it’s kind of a ripple effect; 
you’re yelling, you’re getting going— 
trying to get going— and you don’t 
know what that does for the next man. 
So, that’s the biggest thing. 
  “It’s just kind of the way you want to 
move. You want to be loud, you want to 
get going, you want to make sure 
everybody knows everybody. And so, 
that’s been the biggest thing for me. Just 
being comfortable, I’ve been able to be 
more vocal and knowing the defense and 
different things, so it kind of all went 
hand in hand.” 
  As the Ravens break for the offseason, 
Humphrey set his goal to improve 
technique wise so he can continue to 
ascend as a player. Humphrey hopes the 
ascension will help the Ravens win their 
third championship. Then maybe he can 
be considered a Ravens great like the 
defensive players that came before him.  

Ravens Marlon Humphrey set to be next team leader

Last year, cornerback Marlon Humphrey signed a five-year, $97 million contract 
extension with the Ravens. He is looking to become more of a vocal leader for the 
whole defense this year.                              Photo Credit: BaltimoreRavens.com 



  Baltimore— As Maryland residents 
continue to be economically challenged 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, BGE 
reminds customers to be on alert for 
potential scams targeting utility 
customers. While scams occur all year 
long, the company has seen an increase 
in reports of scammers attempting to use 
the current health crisis to trick our 
customers. 
  Since January, BGE has received over 
3,200 scam complaints with customers 
reportedly losing close to $59,000 to 
utility scammers and imposters. This is a 
dramatic increase compared to the same 
time last year when the company 
received 2,600 scam complaints and 
customers reported losing over $38,000 
to utility scammers. Unfortunately, this 
increase comes at a time when more 
customers are vulnerable to falling for 
these scams. Our contact center has 
received 258,143 calls related to billing 
and collections matters since January, a 
17.3 percent increase in call volume 
compared to the same period a year ago. 
  “It is extremely important that our 
customers stay vigilant because these 
scammers are constantly changing their 
tactics,” said Chima Chijioke, vice 
president of customer operations for 
BGE. “It is so disappointing that these 
scammers continue to use this time of 
financial uncertainty to try and deceive 
our customers. We also want to remind 
customers that disconnection is a last 
resort, and we want to help anyone who 
may be behind in their utility bill. Any 
customer who is experiencing a hardship 
or difficulty paying their bill should call 
BGE immediately at 1-800-685-0123.” 
  Currently, the most prevalent scam 
calls are robo-calls asking customers to 
pay immediately to avoid 

disconnection.  Also, a number of 
customers have reported receiving text 
messages with payment demands that 
are followed by a QR code to be used 
for payment at a cryptocurrency 
machine. As a reminder, BGE will never 
send a single notification to a customer 
within one hour of a service interruption 
and will never ask customers to make 
payments with a pre-paid debit card, gift 
card, or any form of cryptocurrency. 
  BGE also continues to see calls where 
scammers claim, “Your meter needs to 
be switched out immediately or your 
power will be turned off.”  These claims 
are followed by a demand for immediate 
payment that includes Cashapp, Bitcoin, 
Zelle or Green Dot payment methods. 
Also, some scammers are continuing to 

use caller ID “spoofing” to replicate 
BGE and Exelon phone numbers. Often 
in these cases, a recorded message that 
customers typically hear has been 
duplicated by scammers, so when 
customers call the number provided by 
the scammer, it sounds like an actual 
business—but it is not. 
  Customers can easily check their 
current bill information online at BGE 
My Account, by downloading BGE’s 
Mobile App, or by calling 1-833-209-
5245 to check on their account balance. 
Additionally, BGE is working with 
customers who may be currently in 
arrears with their utility bill. Those 
customers should contact the company 
immediately at 800-685-0123. 
  Here are some tips and red flags that 

customers should look out for to prevent 
them from becoming victims of utility 
scammers. 
  Five Quick Tips: 
  *BGE will never ask a customer with a 
past due balance to purchase a prepaid 
debit card to avoid disconnection. 
  *Customers will never receive a single 
phone call claiming they have one hour 
before they are disconnected unless they 
pay immediately. If a customer has a 
past due balance, they will receive 
multiple notifications requesting 
payment. 
  *BGE will never ask customers for 
information BGE already has, including 
choice ID numbers, social security 
numbers or any other personal information. 
  *BGE will not call customers to offer a 
discount or rebate. 
  Trust your instincts. If a call does not 
seem like it is from BGE, customers 
should hang up and call BGE 
immediately at 1-800-685-0123. 
  Always Remember: 
  *Never provide your social security 
number or personal information to 
anyone initiating contact with you 
claiming to be a utility representative or 
requesting that you send money to 
another person or entity other than your 
local utility provider. 
  *Always ask to see a company photo 
ID before allowing any utility worker 
into your home or business. 
  *Do not give payment in any form - 
cash, check, or credit - to anyone 
coming to your door without calling 
BGE first at 1-800-685-0123. 
  Any customer who believes he or she 
has been a target of a scam should 
contact local police and BGE 
immediately at 800-685-0123 to report 
the situation. 
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Are you at risk for stroke or cardiovascular disease?

Call Life Line Screening at  
888-787-4645

Special Offer for Readers
5 screening package for $149

Drug and Alcohol Rehabilitation and Education  Narconon reminds families that abuse of heroin and opioid drugs has 
become a national health crisis. Learn to recognize the signs of heroin  
abuse and get your loved ones help if they are at risk. Visit www.narcononnewliferetreat.org/blog/naloxone‐availability.html to 
learn about the overdose reversing drug known as naloxone and find out its 
availability in your state. Narconon can help you take steps to overcome 
addiction in your family. Call 1- 800-431-1754 today for free screenings or 
referrals. 

BGE customers need to stay vigilant against new utility scammer activities

Since January this year, BGE has received over 3,200 scam complaints with 
customers reportedly losing close to $59,000 to utility scammers and imposters  
and, while scams occur all year long, the company has seen an increase in 
reports of scammers attempting to use the current health crisis to trick our 
customers.                                                        Photo Credit: ClipArt.com 
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 MISCELLANEOUS

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Office Pro-
fessional online at CTI! Get Trained, Certi-
fied & ready to work in months! Call 
888-572-6790.  

Want faster & Affordable Internet? Get 
Internet service today with Earthlink. Best 
Internet & WiFi Plans. Call us Today to 
Get Started. Ask about our specials! 866-
396-0515 

New authors wanted! Page Publishing 
will help self-publish your book. Free  
author submission kit! Limited offer!  
866-951-7214 
 
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + 
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions apply. Promo  
Expires 7/21/21.1-833-872-2545 
 
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & Military  
Discounts available.  Call: 855-761-1725 
 
Attention Active Duty & Military Veter-
ans! Begin a new career & earn a Degree 
at CTI! Online Computer & Medical 
training available for Veterans & Fami-
lies! To learn more, call 888-449-1713 
 
HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 
SECONDS. Don't wait! Protect your fam-
ily, your home, your assets NOW for as 
little as 70¢ a day! Call 866-409-0308 
 

HEALTH & FITNESS

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES

AUTOS  WANTED

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and 
Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 
100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398 

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

DISH TV $64.99 FOR 190 Channels + $14.95 
High Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Promo Expires 7/21/21-855-
270-5098.  
 
NEED IRS RELIEF $10K – $125K+ Get Fresh 
Start or Forgiveness. Call 1-844-431-4716 
Monday through Friday 7 AM – 5 PM PST 

Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65 Chan-
nels. Stream news, live events, sports & on 
demand titles. No contract/commitment.  
1-866-825-6523 
 
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-
mo agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask how to bun-
dle & SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. 
1-888-796-8850 
 
The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery 
storage system. Save money, reduce reliance 
on grid, prepare for outages & power your 
home. Full installation services. $0 down  
financing option. Request free no obligation 
quote. 1-855-270-3785 
 
GENERAC Standby Generators. The 
weather is increasingly unpredictable. Be 
prepared for power outages. Free 7-year  
extended warranty ($695 value!) Schedule 
Free in-home assessment. 1-844-334-8353 
special financing if qualified. 
 
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, 
most advanced debris-blocking protection. 
Schedule free estimate. 15% off Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call  
1-855-995-2490 
 
Never pay for covered home repairs again! 
Complete Care Home Warranty covers all 
major systems & appliances. 30-day risk 
free. $200.00 off + 2 free months! 1-866-
395-2490 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WANTED TO BUY

EDUCATION 

AUTO INSURANCE

CLASSIFIEDS

WANTED

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

PEST CONTROL 

AMERICAN & FOREIGN CLASSIC 
CARS AND MOTORCYCLES WANTED 
$$PAYING CA$H$$  
KRMILLER1965@yahoo.com    
717-577-8206 

READY TO BUY, SELL, OR RENT YOUR 
VACATION HOME OR HUNTING 
CAMP? Advertise it here and in neighbor-
ing publications. We can help you. Contact 
MACnet MEDIA @ 800-450-6631 or visit 
our site at MACnetOnline.com 

Find Pest Control Experts Near You! Don’t 
let pests overtake your home. Protect your 
loved ones! Call today to find great deals on 
Pest Control Services – 833-872-0012 

Looking for auto insurance? Find great deals 
on the right auto insurance to suit your needs. 
Call today for a free quote! 866-924-2397 

SELL YOUR ANTIQUE OR CLASSIC 
CAR. Advertise with us. You choose where 
you want to advertise. 800-450-6631 visit 
macnetonline.com for details. 

Become a Published Author. We want to 
Read Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-
Trusted by Authors Since 1920 Book manu-
script submissions currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Distribution Call for 
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-482-1576 
or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/macnet 

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancellation Experts Over $50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informational package and learn how to get 
rid of your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 888-965-0363 

The bathroom of your dreams for as little as $149/month! BCI Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & professional installation. Senior & Military Discounts Avail-
able. Limited Time Offer – FREE virtual in-home consultation now and SAVE 15%! Call 
Today! 1-877-540-2780 

GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup power during utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 1-855-
465-7624 

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-855-791-1626 
 
Update your home with beautiful new blinds & shades. Free in-home estimates make it con-
venient to shop from home. Professional installation. Top quality - Made in the USA. Free 
consultation: 877-212-7578. Ask about our specials! Wants to purchase minerals and other oil 

and gas interests. Send details to P.O. Box 
13557 Denver, CO 80201 
 
!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, 
FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. 
TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 
1-866-433-8277 

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One 
G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. 
Only 2.8 pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-
929-9587 
 
Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Covers 350 procedures. 
Real insurance - not a discount plan. Get 
your free dental info kit! 1-888-623-3036 
www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258 
 
VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 
pills for $150. FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! 1-844-596-4376 
 
ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money on 
diabetic supplies! Convenient home ship-
ping for monitors, test strips, insulin pumps, 
catheters & more! To learn more, call now! 
877-810-0063 
 
Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! Dis-
cover the ideal solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is concerned about a 
fall or wants to regain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide today! 1-844-317-
5246 

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 
350 plus procedures. Real dental insurance – 
NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-877-553-1891 
www.dental50plus.com/macnet #6258 

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic 
Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-
445-5928 Hablamos Español 
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Go to bankofamerica.com/community to learn more about the work we are doing with our incredible partners.

Making a lasting impact
in Greater Maryland

Bank of America, N.A. Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender    © 2021 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.

At Bank of America, we have long been committed to advancing racial equality and economic 

opportunity in the communities where we work and live. Recognizing the urgency of the 

moment, we’ve expanded our longstanding efforts to drive progress by committing an 

additional $1.25 billion over five years to create opportunity for people and communities of color. 

By partnering with organizations here in Greater Maryland, we’re continuing to align our resources 

to help drive sustainable progress locally. Our investments and partnerships will help address 

critical issues and long-term gaps including:

• connecting workers to new skills and enhanced job readiness
• expanding affordable housing options for more people
• ramping up lending and support to local small businesses
• increasing access to healthcare and addressing food insecurity

We know there’s so much more work to be done. My teammates and I remain committed 

to the job ahead. Together with our local partners, we can make a real difference. 

What would you like the power to do?®

Working together

We’re collaborating with a variety 
of organizations to help our 
community move forward. 
They include:

NPower Maryland

St. Ambrose Housing Aid Center

Baltimore Community Lending

Health Care for the Homeless

Janet Currie

President, Bank of America Greater Maryland
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