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THE RIGHT GEAR
GETS IT DONE!

Penn - Shimano - Okuma - Diawa - Quantum - And More - Newand “SB(I Gear - Buy and Sell!

LOWEST PRICES!!

COME PUT US TO THE TEST

caPT- GEORGe,  located at Renniger's
)g( Flea & Farmers Market
L Wh Row K - Last Entrance South
rrarsees | Booth #KS08 - (321) 3271-2396
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I can vividly remember the first fish | ever me one day early-on to climh out on the Then one second later, Stevie and | were
caught. The sad thingis, Idon'thave apic-  rocks that lined the canal shorelineinour  hoth flat on our hacksides, drenched in
ture of it. hackyard and go fishing. water. Luckily, we were unscathed from

having that much water pound us onto the

However, | have a clear memory of it and Stevie had two cane poles and some bread concrete. As the water receded from the
this fish story might just he the most un- and off we went on the rocks. As he was shoreline, | looked down and saw my first
equaled you've ever heard..picture ornot.  showing me how to squeeze the small piece fish flopping around on the wet concrete. It

of hread and put it on a hook, | remember was some type of angel fish. Blue and yel-
When I was in second grade, my father,alt. looking down on those “rocks” and notic- low as | recall, mayhe all of 6 inches.
Col. in the Rir Force, got orders to transferto  ing they weren't rocks at all. Turns out they
Hickam Air Force Base in Honolulu, Hawaii.  were parts of the sides of buildings that There were no high fives hack in 1964, so
Quite a hig move from Falls Church, Virginia were dumped there after the attack at Pearl  Stevie and I just kind of gave each other a
and the Pentagon where he was stationed.  Harbor in 1941. Steve paused from haiting nod of approval like we just survived our
And of course, my brother and sisteratthe  our hooks at started to tell me that all the first tsunami.

time prohably never heard the word “Ha- holes in the concrete were hullet holes

wail” or where it was either. from Japanese aircraft that fired at hase Meanwhile, | hear my mom yelling from
headquarters at Hickam and Naval Base the grassy area of our yard “Craig. Andrew.

The year was 1964, and there I stoodinmy  Pearl Harhor. Kraus. Have you lost your mind=”

hackyard on Hickam Air Force Base. This
wasn't any backyard, this yard fronted Pearl  0f course, | stood there wondering..19419 | thought, NO, but this would have made one

Harbor. That's right, our backyard was Pearl Japanese attack? Bullet holes? What in hell of a picture! Or at least 30 years later,a
Harbor. We moved into brand new officers’  the world was Stevie making up2 Is my greatvideo on America’s Funniest Videos!
housing at 13A Julian Avenue. (Google it new hest friend a hig liar? Remember, |
and you will see, the Krauses lived on Pearl  was only seven years old at the time with Yes, my first fish ever wasn't trophy-sized,
Harhor) no world history under my helt. Stevie had  hut what a memory.

lived there for two years, so he had more lay
What a sight to see some of the largest of the land. 1 didn't realize at the time the Seven years old, standing on Japanese
destroyers, suhmarines and aircraftcarri-  significance of where | was standing. hullet-riddied, collapsed walls from what
ers cruise right hy your house with wakes was the start of World War Il and having
S0 hig, they would splatter the grassinour  “Yeah yeah Stevie...let's fish,” | requested! the largest naval ship in the world’s wake
yard. Well, Stevie handed me my cane pole and knock you on your ass, and then look up and

we hoth tossed our breaded hooks intothe  see your first catch ever... Now that's afish
Now my Dad was very husy at Hickam help-  water. Right when our lines hit the water, | story!
ing stage the operations in what was start-  looked up and there was this wall of water
ing to he known as the Vietnam War.There  speeding at us just 20-30 yards away.Yes,  Only thing missing? The photo.
wasn't a lot of time for him to teach his hoys a gigantic wake from not just any vessel,
how to fish, so | had to make my own plans.  hut it was the USS Enterprise, the largest In an ironic twist, | would return to Kauai,
(He was excellent ahout playing catchand  aircraft carrier in the world, steaming from  Hawaii 52 years later and catch the higgest
getting me ready for T-hall.) the main harbor heading out to sea. Justa  fish of my life- a 450-pound hiue marlin. You
second hefore impact (the gigantic wake of can het | have plenty of pictures of that one!
Three houses down was Stevie Wagners.My water) my cane pole hends in my hands.
new hest huddy in Hawaii. Stevie convinced “l got one Stevie,” | screamed.

“Because Everybody’s Got A Fishing Story To Tel-  FOF Atlvertising Information
Call (321) 750-1099
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Big Bragger is a monthly publication serving the Space Coast in Brevard County, Florida. Residents are encouraged to email n O nn:',':;:sul:::: ‘{w

their great fishing pictures to andykraus@live.com to be considered for publication. BIG Bragger/Andrew Kraus LLC not Published in Brevard County, FL
responsible for typographical errors or omissions. Reproduction of any materials in this publication without written 6 YouTube h V.
approval from the publisher is prohibited. All Rights Reserved
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Dave Cohen of Satellite }l

- Beach and his crew ahoar

the Reef Raider released
-%'ﬂrinad marlin llIII'III!I
“atournamentin the -

. Bahamas in May.

Cohen said this marlin
was éaught ahout 20 miles
norw pfiWalker's Gay on
the Bahama Bank.
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NEW VERSION, WATCH THE VIDEO! CHECK OUT SKINIT 4.0!
Weedless Design! Keep the lines in the water to get MORE fish in the boat!

" NAKED! - SkinitLLC.com ) @SkinltFishing11 (©) @Skinlt11
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Uriah and Jonah of Indian Harhour Beach caught these nice hass from the pond at the Satellite Beach library.
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0% OFF

YOUR SUMMER ORDER!

OUTDOOR LIVING FIRE PITS DRIVEWAYS
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Dependable - Reliable - Be The Envy of Your
Professional Neighborhood
Are you ready to have the modern Atlantic Outdoor Designs works with
outdoor living space of your dreams? a wide variety of natural stone to
With Atlantic Outdoor Designs, create the most exquisite structures
design+build approach, your Visions Imaginable. From Pavers to
can come true! Our methods fully Stamped Concrete, lit walkways to
incorporate you into the design summer kitchens, we will create your
process so that the final result fulfills dream outdoor living space. Our
your vision. We use cutting-edge team has the expertise you need to
technology to ensure that your create a custom outdoor living space
design is as smart and eco-friendly that you and your family are sure to
as possible. love for years to come. If you can

dream it, We can build it!

AtlanticOutdoorDesigns.com SERVING AI.I. (":
BREVARD GOUNTY!

(321) 302-01763

OUTDOOR DESIGNS
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:).1 STRONG

THE #1 REDFISH LURE IN THE WORLD?
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RedtailRepublic.com
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Open camera. Scan code.
Tap link.
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Port Canaveral
Melbourne
Orlando
@illsSeafeodicom
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DRrEAM

DOCKS

A Division of Reese Enterprises Inc.

All Phases of Marine Construction

321-253-DOCK (3625)

LIC# 009550649
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FSFA memher, Gassie Delaney, sets
a new record for the Headhunter
with this 43-1b 11-0z yellowedge
out of Port Ganaveral.

~ Hatts has been family-owned
- ¢ and operated in Brevard county
#y for over 66 years. Whether you
§s=  arenew to the underwater world
SSES or you have been a veteran for
wll years we are your one-stop shop

A

W

fit has to do with diving... Hatt's Is the place since 1994, &5 v ovine workeling

2006 Front St. « Melbourne 3 5 9 the larg;s&t selection on ’;ihe}:l Space
- - - — T C .. & .
HausDiving.com 32 1-723-5932 [B)ciiomiiesin
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LIC 18-PT-CT-0010
Serving All of Brevard countv
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Kevin Aquinas and Joh
Kaminski hold this
40+ pound hull caught
out of Sehastian this
spring. A trophy size by
anyone’s standards!

SEAWALL
AND DOCK

NAUFIEAL T T . CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION W e g = 5585 Schenck Ave.

Nautical Construction is a fully licensed and insured Florida general contractor that i o ’ Rockledge

installs seawalls and docks. We have over 50 years combined experience in the

construction industry and wanted to bring a better experience to the marine construction " § = o v. ’ = ., ; 321 802 8300
customer. - : SN i N i LIC# 0601526997
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Dad, Brian Ruiz and son Jordan had a great day at the PSJ hoat ramp. Jordan landed this
monster 38" hlack drum on a live shrimp and was successfully released. Dad is holding
a nice-sized trout!

‘
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Boat Storage Tackle & Gift Shop Bait Station Fish Hang
505 Glen Cheek Drive
Gape Ganaveral ' | | A" Hanllens
Riices At SUNRISE!
SunriseMarina.com [—
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Around the Waterways!
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Derek McQuaig holds a hogfish Slllll on opening day in the Keys! Tom Bll:e 0' Ml}llllllll’lle holds a giant amllerlacl( during opening day of
grouper season!

I.aIII:I:)‘II mlev l11d!'lears old) III Satellite Beach caughta Sllllllll Illl llle fII'SI GilSl Robert aml Sadie Iluman lli Satelllte Beacn pulled in a few schoolie dolphin.
with his new rod!
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321-292-1112 @B

RoemerRealEstate@gmail.com

WATERMAN

‘ llDane Deal!” REAL ESTATE

LIC # 3342108

James Roemer
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A barracuda, or cuda for short, is a large, predatory,
ray-finned fish known for its fearsome appearance
and ferocious behavior. It is a saltwater fish of

the genus Sphyraena, the only genus in the family
Sphyraenidae. It is found in tropical and subtropical
oceans worldwide ranging from the eastern horder
of the Atlantic Ocean to the Red Sea, on its western
horder the Caribbean Sea, and in tropical areas of
the Pacific Ocean. Barracudas reside near the top
of the water and near coral reefs and sea grasses.
They are targeted by sport-fishing enthusiasts.

Barracuda are snake-like in appearance, with
prominent, sharp-edged, fang-like teeth, much like
piranha, all of different sizes, set in sockets of their
large jaws. They have large, pointed heads with

an underhite in many species. Their gill covers
have no spines and are covered with small scales.
Their two dorsal fins are widely separated, with the
anterior fin having five spines, and the posterior
fin having one spine and 9 soft rays. The posterior
dorsal fin is similar in size to the anal fin and is
situated ahove it. The lateral line is prominent and
extends from head to tail. The spinous dorsal finis
above the pelvic fins and is normally retracted in a
groove. The caudal fin is moderately forked with its
posterior edged double-curved and is set at the end
of a stout peduncle. The pectoral fins are placed
low on the sides.

In most cases, barracuda are dark gray, dark green,
white, or blue on the upper hody, with silvery sides
and a chalky-white belly. For some, irregular black
spots or a row of darker cross-hars occur on each
side. Their fins may he yellowish or dusky. Barra-
cudas live primarily in oceans, hut certain species,
such as the great barracuda, live in brackish water.

Send us YOUR photos!

Some species grow quite large (up to 65 inches in
length), such as Sphyraena sphyraena, found in the
Mediterranean Sea and eastern Atlantic; Sphy-
raena picudilla, ranging on the Atlantic coast of
tropical America from North Carolina to Brazil and
reaching Bermuda. Other harracuda species are
found around the world. Examples are Sphyraena
argentea, found from Pugent Sound southwards to
Cabo San Lucas; Sphyraena jello, from the seas of
India and the Malay Peninsula and Archipelago.

Barracudas are ferocious, opportunistic predators,
relying on surprise and short bursts of speed, up

to 27 mph, to overtake their prey. Adults of most
species are more or less solitary, while young and
half-grown fish frequently congregate. They prey
primarily on fish (which may include some as large
as themselves). They kill and consume larger prey
hy tearing chunks out of their prey. Barracuda spe-
cies are often seen competing against mackerel,
needle fish, and sometimes even dolphins for prey.
Barracuda feed on an array of prey including fish
such as jacks, grunts, groupers, snappers, small
tunas, mullets, killifishes, herrings, and anchovies
hy simply biting them in half.

Barracudas are usually found swimming in saltwa-
ter searching for schools of plankton-feeding fish.
Their silver and elongated hodies make them diffi-
cult for prey to detect. They depend heavily on their
eyesight when they are hunting. When hunting, they
tend to notice everything that has an unusual color,
reflection, or movement. Once a harracuda targets
an intended victim, its long tail and matching anal
and dorsal fins enable it to move with swift bursts of
speed to attack its prey hefore it can escape. They
generally attack schools of fish, speeding at them

23

head first and biting at them with their jaws. When
harracudas age, they tend to swim alone. However,
there are times where they tend to stay with the
pack. In this case, they can relocate schools of fish
into compact areas or lead them into shallow water
to more easily feed on them.

Barracudas are popular both as food and game fish.
They are most often eaten as fillets or steaks. West
Africans smoke them for use in soups and sauces.
Smoking protects the soft flesh from disintegrating
in the broth and gives it a smoky flavor.

The harracuda prominently appeared in the 2003
Disney/Pixar animated film Finding Nemo, in the he-
ginning of the film, when it attacks Marlin and Coral
and their eggs. Before the main titles in the film and
in the 3D release, the barracuda closes it teeth and
the hottom lip is shown in the film.

The harracuda also appeared as an Easter egg in
the 2019 Disney/Pixar animated film Toy Story 4.1t
was stuffed and mounted in display in the Second
Chances antique store.

“Barracuda” is the title of a 1977 hit song by the
hand Heart.

The Pokemon Arrokuda and its evolution Bar-
raskewda (hoth introduced to the franchise in Poke-
mon Sword and Shield) are based on the barracuda.

The Plymouth Barracudais a two-toor pony car that
was manufactured by Plymouth from 1964 to 1974.
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| o 1A | 990 E Melbourne Ave
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DL Melbourne
HILIRENIN (321 676-8030
Hﬁﬁiﬁ |:|m| - RiggsOutpost.com

| Ep:i' {9 j_il‘
, ey R
Rigg’s Outpost in downtown Melbourne is a fast-growing local bait and tackle shop.

we offer bait, tackle, rentals, tours and snacks! We’re a one-stop shop for all your needs.
Swing by today with family and friends and get everything you need for a great day!
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Aaron Miller

of Melbourne
caught this 46”
redfish. What a
hogy of a lifetime
catch!

1-996-1160

West New Haven Avenue ¢ Melhourne
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HOOTERS - HAPPY

877 South Babcock Street, Melbhourne
(3211 725-1409 - HOOTERS.COM
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,were Gnnna Need A
Tundra To Get This Home!”

TOYOTA

STATE-WIDE HOTLINE
FOR TOYOTA TUNDRA DEALS

(844) 242-3745

-.-@@g@@-.-.-.—.-.- 451 North Nova Road
TOYOTA DaytonaToyota.com




