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Leland High School student

Claudius Tewari wins Dean's

List Award at FIRST
Robotics Championship

By William Bellou
Publisher

laudius T. Tewari of Almaden
C Valley has been awarded
Dean's List Winner at the
FIRST (For Inspiration and Recog-
nition of Science and Technology)

virtual championship, June 26.
Tewari, a senior at Leland High
School and member of the school’s
FIRST Robotics Competition Team

San Jose has
highest percent-
age of million-
dollar homes

Two U.S. metro areas
hold this distinction

San Jose and San Francisco
have topped the list of the U.S.
metros with the mosthomes val-
ued over $1 million.

While paying more than $1 mil-
lion for a home in the Bay Area
isn’tsurprising, home prices have
grown so much in recent years,
itseems almost more uncommon
to pay less than that.

The median home price in the
Bay Areaisnow more than $1.33
million in according to the Cali-
fornia Association of Realtors, up
more than 8% from the previous
month and more than 35% from
the previous year.

604 Quixilver, is one of only 10
World Championship winners cho-
sen from the 450 finalists from a
total of 1,540 Dean’s List semifi-
nalist submissions from teams
from around the world. Claudius,
who was a junior at the time of
the award, was announced a
Dean's List Finalist at the San Fran-
cisco Regional.

“Students who earn FIRST
Dean's List Award status as Semi-
Finalists, Finalist or Winner, are
great examples of studentleaders
who have led their Teams and
communities to increased aware-
ness for FIRST and its mission,”
said Helen Arrington, San Jose Uni-
fied District Math Instructional
Coach and FIRST Team 604 Advi-
sor/Mentor. These students have
also achieved personal technical
expertise and accomplishment.”

Claudius Tewari (center) and his teammates work on a FIRST project.

“I'mreally honored to have been
chosenas one ofthe 10 Dean’s List
winners,” Tewari said. “I definite-
ly could not have won this award
without the support of all of 604’s
members and the guidance of its
mentors. When I first started FLL
(FIRST LEGO League) back in third
grade, I could never have imag-
ined I would get to work on six

foot tall 1201b robots, meet peo-
ple who were just as passionate
as me about engineering and
robotics, and teach and inspire so
many students.”

Due to the pandemic, this sea-
son's model was modified to allow
teams to participate at home. The
competitions were replaced with

See TEWARI, page 9

“When I first started FLL ...
I could never have imag-
ined I would get to work
on six foot tall 120 1b.
robots, meet people who
were just as passionate as
me about engineering and
robotics, and teach and
inspire so many students.”
-Claudius Tewari

Apoorva wins coveted

Steven H. Strogatz Math
Communications Award

Apoorva Panidapu from San Jose

(pictured), won first place for Steven

H. Strogatz Prize for Math Communication

award presented to high school students

worldwide by the National Museum of Math-
ematics (MoMath) on Sunday, June 27.

Every year, MoMath, the only math muse-

Gems in STEM founder and writer,

The Strogatz
Prize is awarded
to a select
group of inter-
national high
school students
for creating
projects that
uniquely incor-
porate math in

first place math prize

um in North America, located in New York
City, awards the Strogatz Prize to a select
group of international high school students
for creating projects that uniquely incor-
porate math in social media, art, literature,
videos and performance.

“MoMath is delighted to award the sec-
ond annual Strogatz Prize to talented high
school students who have created exceptional

social media,
art, literature,
videos and per-
formance.

projects that reveal their love of math in so
many different ways,” said MoMath’s CEO and
Executive Director Cindy Lawrence. “This

See AWARD, page 7
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Offered at $1,899,000
4 Bed

2.5 Bath

2054 Sq Ft

9148 Sq Ft Lot

This meticulously updated
home with stylish finishes
is on a peaceful tree-lined
street in Almaden Valley.
New French white oak
hardwood floors and wide
baseboards throughout
the main level. Solid Alder
wood front door. Anderson

dual pane, wood-framed
windows. Vaulted ceiling.
Totally remodeled gourmet
kitchen. Amazing park-like
backyard is an ultra-private
sanctuary with mature
landscaping, pool, wood-
~< burning stone fireplace and

The Swan has been the #1 Agent in Almaden Valley each year for the last 12 years as measured by Dollars per Agent Per Year. And
2020 was no exception. She is the only Aimaden Valley specialist to have been nationally ranked and recognized twice by The Wall
Street Journal/RealTrends for being in the Top 250 Agents in the US. Additionally, Swan is consistently among the Top 100 Agents in
the SF Bay Area.

If you are thinking of selling your home, now is the time to start planning. Call me as soon as possible.

Therese Swan

408.656.8240
THE
El\’r\;%rli%r?\,/\’;igclgerglEstate com THE Tnﬁéﬂfﬁ . T
: 100
y @5 %WM s THE WALL STREET JOURNAL. THE Tor PERFORMERS

DRE 01355719

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbers 01079009 and 01272447, All material presented herein is
intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice.
No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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6585 Cooperage Court

Beautifully updated town home in the popular Copperwood
development of Almaden Valley, walking distance to Almaden
Golf & Country club, shopping and many other amenities.
1,451 square feet of living space offers 3 bedrooms and 2.5
baths with vaulted ceilings and an abundance of natural light.
Offered at: $1,198,000

o\a

#Wx %

® INTERNATIONAL
Realtor PRESIDENT’S
PREMIER

408.315.6186 o

Jjones@cbnorcal.com | www.JackieJonesSells.com
CalRE#00595786 COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE | 1096 Blossom Hill Rd. #200, San Jose, CA 95123
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Fruit flies lay eggs inside fruits, shown here. Photo by Shutterstock

Agriculture officials taking
steps to eradicate Oriental Fruit
Flies detected in San Jose

By William Bellou
Publisher

he recent detection of two
T Oriental Fruit Flies a halfmile

apart in the city of San Jose
has prompted state and federal
agriculture officials to mobilize the
eradication of the yellow spotted
destructive bug.

The California Department of
Food and Agriculture and the U.S.
Department of Agriculture an-
nounced ithas begun an extensive
survey and eradication project in
response to the detection of two
Oriental FruitFlies on June 22 and
June 23.

The eradication treatment is “not
harmful” to people and other ani-
mals accordingto officials. Trained
state workers attach an attractant
to trees and also telephone poles
approximately 10 feet off the
ground and out of public reach to
an area of about 15 square miles.
The targeted attractant is a mix-
ture of OFF pheromone and an
organic pesticide thatattracts male
flies to the mixture, and they die
soon after consuming it.

Crops in danger

California crops atrisk from the
Fruit Fly infestation include apples,
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pears, citrus, dates, avocados,
tomatoes, peppers, and a variety
of vegetables, officials said. More
than 230 different fruits and veg-
etables could be affected when the
female lays eggs inside produce
hatching into damaging maggots.

The state will declare a quaran-
tine, that could negatively affect
local growers, if a mated female,
eight or more adult flies, or any
larvae are detected.

“Fruit flies can be extremely
destructive to our robust agricul-
ture economy in Santa Clara Coun-
ty, as well as harmful to commu-
nity and backyard gardens,” said
County of Santa Clara Agricultur-
al Commissioner Joe Deviney.

Deviney is urging everyone to not
bring, or ship, plants or fruits into
the state without first checking
with the Agriculture Department.
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New methodology lowers reported COVID
deaths 25 percent in Santa Clara County

By William Bellou
Publisher

anta Clara County’s COVID-19
S reported fatalities dropped by

nearly 25 percent as the coun-
ty recastits methodology for count-
ing deaths throughout the pandemic
late last week.

For the last year and a half, health
officials have tracked and publicized
“deaths with COVID,” said Assistant
Public Health Officer Dr. Sarah Rud-
man, meaning that anyone who had
the coronavirus when he orshe died
was considered partofthe death toll.

Ifacountyresidenthad cancer or
was involved in a car accident but
tested positive when receiving med-
ical care or after being pronounced
dead, he or she was added to the
county’s tally. Now officials only
count those for whom coronavirus
islisted as part of the cause of death
on the death certificate.

Rudman explained there was
always an informational lag time of
deaths cominginaboutwhy or how
someone might have died and the
need to get real time information
to the public to help people under-
stand how to stay safe. “Now we're
able to do that deep review of the
death certificates to make those
detailed assessments.”

“The vast majority of deaths that

occurred during the winter and
summer surges have been con-
firmed to be from COVID-19, Rud-
man said. But in the spring — as
COVID-19 rates were lower and
many of the most medically vul-
nerable residents had been at least
partially vaccinated — the county
has discovered bigger gaps between
those who died with COVID-19 ver-
sus those who died of COVID-19.”

"The county has
discovered bigger
gaps between those
who died with COVID-
19 versus those who
died of COVID-19.”

Bicycle Safety Stop AB 122

The Bicycle Safety Stop bill AB 122 and the Free-
dom to Walk Act AB 1238 both passed out of the
California Senate Transportation Committee.

AB 122 will replace the requirement that people
on bikes stop at stop signs with a requirement to
yield and slow and stop if necessary for safety, includ-
ing to yield the right of way to pedestrians.

More than 75 organizations across the state signed

Bicycle Safety Stop & Freedom to Walk Act

pass CA Senate Transportation Committee

—

“

S 2

a letter in support of the bill. The California Bicycle
Coalition created a video that explains how bicycle
safety stops workin the real world. The bicycle stop-
as-yield is proven to increase safety for people on
bikes.

“The Bicycle Safety Stop Bill doesn’t change exist-
ing right-of-way laws. Instead, AB 122 reforms the
rules of the road to accommodate the safe and log-
ical bike riding that people are already doing. Italso
removes a pretext for police to harass Black Cali-
fornians,” said Dave Snyder, Executive Director of
CalBike.

Freedom to Walk Act AB1238

AB 1238 will make it legal for pedestrians in Cal-

ifornia to cross mid-block and against traffic lights,
provided they don’t interfere with traffic. The bill is
authored by Assemblymember Phil Ting of San Fran-
cisco. CalBike and a coalition of more than 90 groups
and individuals support the repeal of jaywalking
laws.

“The incredible rate at which pedestrians are dying
from crashes should compel us to understand why
fellow Californians navigate as such, not criminal-
ize them. This is just the first of many steps in our
fight to provide all those who walk and roll with a
little more dignity,” shared John Yi, Executive Direc-
tor of Los Angeles Walks.

LETTER
No taxation without

representation

Dear Editor,

No taxation without represen-
tation. It’s one of the key reasons
why America fought for its inde-
pendence. So why do we contin-
ue to tax Washington, D.C. resi-
dents without giving them prop-
er representation in Congress?

The population of D.C. is com-
parable to the populations of entire
states like Alaska, Wyoming, North
Dakota, and Vermont. Each of
those states gets two senators
apiece and a voting House mem-
ber to advocate for their needs in
Congress. But because of its sta-
tus as a district, D.C. has no sena-
tors and its one representative in
the House is prevented from vot-
ing. Yet, residents of the District
still live, work, serve in the mili-
tary and on juries—and yes, pay
federal taxes.

Denying hundreds of thousands
of Americans avoice in our democ-
racy goes against what this coun-
try claims it stands for. Butwe can
easily change this by making
Washington, D.C. the 51st state.
And it’s not as difficult to do as it
sounds! Statehood for the District
can become areality by making its
way through Congress like any
other bill—and that bill has
already passed the House.

Adding D.C. as the 51st state
would be a huge win in giving full
congressional representation to
hundreds of thousands of Ameri-
cans. That's why I'm urging my
senators and my community to
support D.C. statehood.

Courtney Gartin

Almaden Valley
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Free curbside
junk pick up

Unlimited cardboard and
recycle pick up

By Kevin Larsen
Times Staff Writer
ho knows how long free programs
Wwill be around, especially free curb-
side junk pickup?

Itisawonderful opportunity to have your
junk and recycle items picked up at no cost.
Just call your San Jose recycle company and
they will schedule free pick up of allowed
items.

The city has alist of items you can set out-
side your house on the curb with appoint-
ment for pick up. They will pick up sofas,
mattresses, countertops, doors, air condi-
tioners, lawn mowers, play structures, rain

gutters, trampolines, wheelchairs and more
than 400 other things for free!

Did you know you can bag and strap to
set out extra trash?

This iskind of a secretyou may be unaware
of with regard to weekly recycle bin pick
up.

Without a phone call, you can bag your
trash strap your cardboard to put outalong-
side your trash bin and the driver will get
out and throw the items into the garbage
truck. Remember, the bag must be white
so they can see what is inside when they
pick up. Large white bags can be found at
hardware stores.

Times may change but for now there are
many free opportunities to get rid of trash
and junk. It might be good to take advan-
tage of this situation before new changes
take place.

Editor’s Note: There are a myriad of items
that the City of San Jose helps pick up with
the help of the garbage and recycle compa-
nies. To learn more, use this abbreviated
link: tinyurl.com/eypa4xsa

Curbside Setout Instructions

Para obtener esta informacion en espaniol, llame al (408) 535-3500.
Néu quy vi can thong tin tiéng Viét, xin goi (408) 535-3500.

Extra
Recyclables
Place in clear plastic
or paper bags.

Oil Filter Bag & Oil Jug
(City-supplied)

=

" Yard Trimmings !

——R
= Trim (A
o

should be 1 foot é

from curb
\ / P \:;?%h

Nomore than 5 feet wide

-,

Extra Garbage (Labeled with
Extra Garbage Sticker)
Purchase stickers at all libraries,
Save Mart, Lucky and Safeway stores in
San José, or at the Customer Service
Center on the first floor of City Hall.

Recycling
Cart Optional
¢ Yard Trimmings
Garbage Cart

Carts:
Lids must be completely closed for
pick-up. Do not overfill.
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Samina Shaikh

Water Resources Engineer
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Clean Wat’er .

4 /é Valley Water

TWINOAKS

h

GATED ACTIVE ADULT LIVING
HOLLISTER | CALIFORNIA

WELCOME CENTER OPEN!

Twin Oaks is a thoughtfully-planned 55+ community for discerning
active adults. Located less than an hour from San Jose and rich with
resort amenities, Twin Oaks combines stylish new homes with
responsible HOA dues and a size that just feels right.

NEW HOMES FROM THE MID $600s
831.800.2334 - TWINOAKSHOLLISTER.COM
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SUMMER FIELD
HOCKEY CAMP

Join us for an exciting
and fun summer camp
held by Leland Varsity
players.

What to bring:
- Water
- Shin Guards

Ages 12+

We will be provwviding sticks if
anyone doesn't already have
one.

CONTACT INFO:

EMAIL:
ChargersFieldHockey@gmail.com
INSTA: LELANDFIELDHOCKEY

DM or email us if you are
interested in joining us in the
field hockey camp

or visit
https://tinyurl.com/j8vkwnaf

<-SCAN
TO SIGN
uP

o,

Assisted Living & Memory Care - Now Open!

Oakmont of Silver Creek offers assisted living and memory care
services in a luxury resort-style setting.

PERSON-CENTERED CARE

4 Onsite Nursing Staff
4 Wellness & Engagement Programs

4 Concierge Physician Program

Joey Chestnut of San Jose downs his 76th frank at Nathan’s Famous Hot Dog Eating Contest
held on Sunday, July 4th. Photo Credit: Daily Advent

Chestnut wins 14th hot dog eating title; sets new record

an Jose’s chow-down champ Joey “Jaws” Chestnut broke his own record by gulping
S his way to a 14th win in the men’s Nathan’s Famous Hot Dog Eating Contest on Sun-
day, July 4th.

Chestnut downed 76 franks and buns in 10 minutes; one additional dog when he set the
men’s record last year.

“It just felt good,” Chestnut, said in an ESPN interview after his win Sunday. “Even if I
was uncomfortable, having everybody cheer me and push me, it made me feel good.”

This year’s event was held at the minor- league baseball stadium, Maimonides Park,
with 5,000 spectators.

4 Diabetic Wellness Program
4 Onsite Therapies Available

4 Award Winning Culinary Program

[ Assisted Living & Memory Care

#0Oakmont

of Silver Creek

3544 San Felipe Road
San Jose, CA 95135

(669) 230-1768

oakmontofsilvercreek.com

Call (669) 230-1768 to schedule a private tour!
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Award California expands Golden State Stimulus program

antmuedf romp ‘,’9_9 1 By Erica Yee, Frida Qi and Jackie Botts
friendly competition celebrates e
Image via iStock

students of all backgrounds who,

dependent will get an extra boost. And undoc-
umented workers will get an assist too since
they were excluded from recent federal stimu-

the state’s stimulus program.
State officials stress the need to file your taxes
to getyour California stimulus — you won’t get

through their unique talents,
inspire others to appreciate the
beauty and wonder of mathemat-
ics in the world around us.”
Apoorva Panidapuisa 16-year-
old mathematics student, artist,
and advocate for youth and gen-
der minorities in STEAM. She
writes a blog called “Gems in
STEM” and frequently posts the
essays on Cantor’s Paradise, the #1
math site on Medium.com. She
sees her blog as “a place to learn
about math topics in an accessi-
ble, light-hearted manner. I
assume no more than basic math
knowledge and include fun tidbits
for learners of all experience lev-

alifornia is expanding its Golden State

C Stimulus program for low-income
households to middle-class fami-

lies.

Under a new budget that Gov. Gavin
Newsom is expected to sign, state law-
makers agreed to spend $8.1 billion to
help out millions of working families.
That comes on top of $3.8 billion sent
outearlier this year to low-income fam-
ilies, including undocumented workers,
bringing the total package to $11.9 bil-
lion — unprecedented for any state.

What does that mean for you?

Generally, households earning up to
$75,000 in adjusted gross income will
qualify for some state stimulus. The gov-
ernor says it should cover 78% of Cali-

.

a check without it. The stimulus checks
are $600 or $1,200 per tax return.

The state tax agency plans to send out
the second round of payments in Sep-
tember.

The Legislature approved a record
$262.6 billion spending plan for the fis-
cal year that began July 1. It was fueled
by a $76 billion state surplus and $27
billion in federal aid.

In addition to expanded stimulus
checks, California committed to increas-
inghealth care for undocumented immi-
grants, spending billions to alleviate
homelessness and helping renters still
struggling through the pandemic.

This article is part of The California

fornia taxpayers and will benefit two in three
Californians.
Families with at least one child or other

lus packages. But some residents receiving dis-
ability benefits through Social Security Disability
Insurance, a federal program, were left out of

Divide, a collaboration among newsrooms exam-
ining income inequity and economic survival
in California.

els. For both my own fun and for
readers, | weave in pop culture,

pick-up lines, and over-the-top sto-
ries to let people into the fantas-
tical world of math, and to show
them that anyone can enjoy any-
thing.”

The judges were very impressed
with Apoorva’s joyful, elegantly
written blog posts on a wide range
of math topics, from the liar’s par-
adox and partitions to tessella-
tions and fractals. Combining clear
explanations with an appealing
layout and well-chosen graphics,
Gems in STEM is itself a gem. The
judging panel loved the wide range
of Apoorva’s blog posts. They
touch on history, etymology, and
puzzles, and make connections to
everything from art and architec-
ture to science and nature. Apoor-
va’s uplifting message is that math
is everywhere and approachable
by anyone from any background.

The Steven H. Strogatz Prize for
Math Communication is awarded
based on content, creativity and
communication. This year,
MoMath received 63 entries from
15 statesand 11 countries, includ-
ing Brazil, Czech Republic, China,
India, Korea, Mexico, Philippines,
Saudi Arabia, Spain, Turkey and the
United States.

“It's a thrill to see the creative
work of these students,” said
Steven Strogatz, American math-
ematician and Jacob Gould Schur-
man Professor of Applied Mathe-
matics at Cornell University. “The
winners are all so imaginative, and
their projects reflect such great
effortto communicate clearly and
even entertainingly. Bravo to all
of them.”

“A huge, heartfelt thank you to
the Almaden Times and William
Bellou for publishing my articles
and allowing me to share the beau-
tiful world of math with my local
community,” Apoorva added.

State Legislature approves
funds for litter abatement
in Santa Clara County

Senator Dave Cortese (D-San Jose) has
secured $2 million to assistlocal jurisdictions
with the removal of trash and debris from
local streets and along state highways in Santa
Clara County.

The Budget Act of 2021 (SB/AB 129) that
the State Legislature passed this week includ-
ed Senator Cortese’s proposal under which
the Santa Clara County Consumer & Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (CEPA), in col-
laboration with the County’s 15 cities, would
identify and prioritize beautification areas
and litter abatement opportunities in Santa
Clara County.

Senator Cortese issued the following state-
ment on his proposal’s inclusion in the Budg-
et Act of 2021:

“Trash accumulation and littering is a
mounting concern in our community thathas
placed an unfair burden on our residents.

“This is an issue | have gotten to know well
during my time as a City Councilmember and
County Supervisor, including the cross-agency
collaboration thatis necessary for alleviation.

“I would like to thank my colleagues in the
State Legislature for recognizing this concern
and prioritizinglocal community investments
such as this in our state budget.

“By expanding an existing program, this
funding can swiftly and effectively address
litter and debris hotspots across all neigh-
borhoods in Santa Clara County that need
abatement or pose safety concerns.”

The funding would provide resources to
implement cleanup programs including trash,
debris, and overgrown vegetation through-
out the county. Priority would be given to
hotspots along freeway interchanges and Cal-
trans right of ways. Additionally, funds may
be used to address hotspots that pose a safe-
ty concern in neighborhoods.

Currently, CEPA manages a multi-year
agreement with Caltrans and San Jose Con-
servation Corp (SJCC) to cleanup Caltrans right
of ways Countywide. The agreement provides
that SJCC, overseen by CEPA, will be respon-
sible for the removal of waste from CalTrans
right of ways. The agreement has led to the
efficient cleanup and beautification of numer-
ous areas in the county, and will be expiring
in the 2022 fiscal year.

CEPA has developed the relationships and
processes needed to successfully expand
cleanups to more areas across the 15 cities
located in the County and outside of the Cal-
Trans right of ways.

For more information, contact Tara Sreekr-
ishnan, Office of Senator Dave Cortese, at 408
480 7833 or tara.sreekrishnan@sen.ca.gov.

Editor’s note: Senator Dave Cortese repre-
sents State Senate District 15 which encom-
passes most of Santa Clara County, including
the cities of Campbell, Los Gatos, Cupertino,
Saratoga, Monte Sereno, and much of San Jose,
stretching from the Santa Cruz Mountains to
the west and Mountain Hamilton Range to
the east.

Anderson Dam drained and
not to be used for 10 years
Construction starts on

Outlet Tunnel Project

Valley Water was joined by Federal, state,
local elected officials, and community lead-
ers gathered at Anderson Dam for a ground-
breaking ceremony of the Anderson Dam Tun-
nel Project July 7.

The groundbreaking ceremony Kkicks off
Valley Water starting work to build a larger

outlet tunnel next to Anderson Dam, which
will allow more water to be released safely
during major storms or emergencies.

Santa Clara County is currently dealing with
a drought emergency, and further challeng-
ing our local water supply, the Federal Ener-
gy Regulatory Commission ordered Ander-
son Reservoir to be drained for public safety

County’s largest drinking water reser-
voir shut down

Water strengthens the dam. This means the
County’slargestdrinking water reservoir will
be down - and unable to store drinking water
- for the next 10 years during the construc-
tion of the Anderson Dam Tunnel Project and
Seismic Retrofit Project. Completing work
at Anderson Dam is critical as the County con-
tends with climate change and the inevitabil-
ity of future droughts, according to Valley
Water officials. The Anderson Dam Tunnel
Projectis the first step in our work to strength-
en the dam.

The contractor for the Anderson Dam Tun-
nel Projectbegan mobilizing at the site in June,
and construction of the 1,700-foot long tun-
nelis expected to begin this summer and con-
tinue until completed in approximately three
years.

The tunnel projectis part of the larger Ander-
son Dam Seismic Retrofit Project to strength-
en the existing dam and spillway so it can
safely withstand a large earthquake.

That Seismic project is estimated to start
in 2024 and will last about seven years. Once
completed, Valley Water will again be able to
fill Anderson Reservoir to capacity.

About the Water District

The Santa Clara Valley Water District man-
ages an integrated water resources system
that includes the supply of clean, safe water,
flood protection and stewardship of streams
onbehalf of Santa Clara County's nearly 2 mil-
lion residents.

For updates on the Anderson Dam Seismic
Retrofit Project visit the project webpage at:
www.valleywater.org/anderson-dam-project.
You can also connect with the new online
engagement site at beheard.valleywater.org.
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Library vital to San Jose
State University students
remains closed

By Lorraine Gabbert
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight
he San Jose Public Library welcomed back eager
Tpatrons at 23 branches earlier this week. But Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Library, a critical resource to the
local community, will remain closed a little longer.

The Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library is a significant
resource to the community, especially for students who
have access to books, laptops, study spaces and free Wi-
Fi.

But library managers elected to open weeks after other
branches out of respect for employee safety, even though
public demand for re-opening is high. “We have people
every day calling us, asking when we’re going to be open,”
said Victor Luu, a librarian. “We want the library to be
open as much as they do. We are trying our best.”

Located in downtown San Jose at 150 East San Fernan-

do Street, the eight-story library is a partnership between
San Jose State University and the city, serving as a public
and university library. Summer session at the university
started June 1. “San Jose State University and the San Jose
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Amy L. Horowitz Attorney at Law

Almaden Law Group provides
estate planning
and probate services.

Amy is committed to delivering high value services
at a reasonable price. She establishes a comfortable,
compassionate and trusting relationship with her clients.

Contact Almaden Law Group
to schedule a free initial
office consultation.

Almaden Law Group
6501 Crown Boulevard, Suite 200

Email: amy@almadenlawgroup.com
www.almadenlawgroup.com
Now accepting all major credit cards

L .

Librarian Victor Luu said the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library receives
daily calls from people asking when it will open.
Photo by Lorraine Gabbert

—

Public Library will establish a reopening date as soon as
possible,” said university spokesman Kenneth Mashinchi.
Luu said opening the library system was complicated.
“We slowly phased in clusters of branches,” he said. “We're
the last to open mainly because of our connection with the
university. We had to work with them to figure something
out.” The library’s continued closure is difficult for stu-
dents and faculty who depend on it. San Jose State Uni-
versity professor Scott Myers-Lipton said he wants the
library to open “as soon as it can in light of safety.”

Related Stories

Students count on the library for printing their papers,
Myers-Lipton said. It’s such an essential resource that in
2015 studentsled a campaign for more access to free print-
ers. Access to computers and reference books, as well as
help from librarians, are also important to students, he said.
“Some research can be online,” he said. “But when I'm doing
historical research, I look through old newspapers on
microfiche, pulling out hidden information from history.”

12 Emergency beds

Myers-Lipton said some of his students slept at the Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Library when they didn’t have a place
to go. “It’s a safe place for students,” he said. “My students
fought for 12 emergency beds, so they didn’t have to sleep
at the library. We want it to be safe health-wise, but we
want it to open.”

University students and faculty can borrow laptops and
iPads from the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library at no
charge.

While the library is closed, librarians like Luu help
patrons through a program called Express Pickup. To use
this, a patron chooses abook online from the publiclibrary
system, places it on hold and indicates which branch they
would like to pick it up from. When they are notified it has
arrived, the patron goes to the table in front of the library
and calls 408-808-2304 or texts “PICKUP.” A staff mem-
ber brings the item out. Returns are accepted without an
appointment.

Express Pickup is not available at library branches with
limited indoor services. At the open branches, the capac-
ity limit is 50% and people are expected to wear masks
and practice social distancing. Hand sanitizer is provided.
The public library system is first-come, first-served. If a
branch is at capacity, patrons will have to wait in a social-
ly distanced line outside.

Luu said being able to provide pickup service is impor-
tant to the library’s employees. “It means a lot to us,” he
said. “As a staff member, as a library, our biggest element
is customer service. We tried to figure out a way to still be
able to at least lend out books while also being safe and
following county guidelines.”
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Tewari

Continued from page 1

agame design challenge, an innovation chal-
lenge, and a robot performance challenge.
The game design challenge involved creat-
ing a novel FRC game that would be judged
on practicality, detail, and presentation. The
innovation challenge involved identifying a
real-world problem related to the “game
changers” theme, designing a solution, cre-
ating a business model, and T
pitching your idea to judges.

The robot performance
challenge (also called Infinite
Recharge At Home) involved
designingand programming
a robot that could navigate
an obstacle course (both
autonomously and through
human control) and launch |
balls fast and accurately into
a goal. Teams had to record
videos of their robot performing these tasks
for judging.

Tewari currently serves as the VP of Engi-
neering on Team 604, with experience in
Java, C++, Python, and CAD. His interests
include: controls theory, trajectory planning,
and mechanical design.

Team Leader

”As VP of Engineering, I lead my team in
the construction of the robot,” Tewari
explained. “This all starts with teaching new
members before the 6-week season about
the tools and processes we use to design,
manufacture, and program the robot. Once
the season starts I lead the many sub-teams

demic, he took the robot home and kept it
in his garage, which allowed the entire team
the ability to continue their virtual work on
it by designing parts to be 3D printed or
developing new software.

“When it came time to record the videos
for the robot performance challenges, we set
up a small field outside of my house and ran
the robot there,” Tewari said. “At the end of
the season we did really well, ranking third
in our group and also winning the robot
Autonomous Award.”

When not working on 604
projects, Tewari makes sig-
nificant contributions to open
source software libraries
used by FRC teams around
the world. He also helped
starta Scratch programming
club at Williams Elementary
school in Almaden.

What is FRC

FRC stands for FIRST
Robotics Competition. In a
normal FRC are given a challenge near the
beginning of January and 6 weeks to design,
manufacture, and program a robot from
scratch. After that 6 week period teams attend
regional or district competition events and
play matches against other teams.

During these matches teams are random-
ly paired with two other “alliance partners”
and compete against an alliance of 3 other
teams. The random selection means that a
team who is your partner one match could
be your opponent. If a team performs well
at the regional or district events they can
qualify for one of the world championships

working on different parts of
the robot to ensure that all the
different parts come together
to create a functional robot. [
also worked on some of the
design and programming ele-
ments, such as helping create [m
the 3D model of the robot and |
developing  the  robot’s
autonomous driving functions.
Finally, I volunteer at many of
604’s demos and workshops,
teaching kids ‘Scratch’ pro-
gramming or LEGO ‘Mind-
storms’ to promote STEM in my
local community.’

Tewari said since he could not
work at school due to the pan-

held in Houston, Texas and Detroit, Michigan.

However, FRC is more than just building
robots: teams also organize demos, teach
workshops, and hold other events to help
spread the FIRST message of inspiring inter-
est in science and technology throughout
their communities. Teams also compete to
win the Chairman's Award for their outreach
work. The Chairman's Award is the most
prestigious award in FRC. Team 604 Quixil-
ver has won 11 Chairman's Awards.

Dean’s List Award

In an effort to recognize the leadership
and dedication of FIRST’s most outstanding
secondary school students, the Kamen [FIRST
founder Dean Kamen] family sponsors
awards for selected 10th or 11th grade stu-
dents known as the FIRST Robotics Compe-
tition and the FIRST Tech Challenge FIRST
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Dean’s List Award. Since its introduction in
2010, the FIRST Dean’s List Award has
attracted the attention of prestigious col-
leges and universities who desire to recruit
FIRST Dean'’s List students.

The Dean’s List award starts with a nom-
ination of an exemplary student in 10th or
11th grade to be a Dean’s List semifinalist.
After the nomination the semifinalist goes
through an interview process (usually in per-
son ata competition butdue to the pandemic
the interviews were conducted online) to
determine if they will become a Dean’s List
finalist. From each event (60 teams) two
Dean's List finalists are chosen. These final-
ists from competitions all around the world
have the chance to become one of the 10
Dean’s List winners chosen at the champi-
onship.
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VTA to get $20M
from state after
recent San Jose
mass shooting

By Tran Nguyen
Article courtesy of
San José Spotlight
tate lawmakers are set to give
S$20 million to VTA to help it
recover from the deadliest
shooting in Bay Area history.

The fundingis included in the state
budget and will allow the trans-
portation agency to provide mental
health resources to employees and
their families, resume light rail serv-
ice and improve safety upgrades at
the Guadalupe Rail Yard in down-
town San Jose, state Sen. Dave
Cortese said at a news conference
Monday.

“Having served on the board for
17 years, this has hit close to home
forme,” Cortese said. “I want to thank
Governor Newsom, and the Senate
leadership... for recognizing the
urgent need for taking action.”

The additional funding, proposed
by Cortese, came late in the budget
process and after nine VTA workers
were gunned down by another
employee attherail yard in late May.
Nearly 100 workers witnessed the
shooting and many are still strug-
gling to find resources, Cortese said.

The state funding will go directly
to VTA to decide how to spend
between personnel needs and cap-
ital projects, Cortese said.

“This immediate injection of
resources to keep the trains running
and to make sure we’re able to help
workers get through this very diffi-
cult time... is a great sense of com-
fort for all of us,” Assemblymember
Ash Kalra said at the news confer-
ence.

As workers are still reeling from
the shooting and with light rail serv-
ice suspended indefinitely, the fund-
ing will address damage at the rail
yard and make sure buildings are
safe for workers to return, ATU Local
265 President John Courtney said
Monday. VTA will also implement
more safety trainings.

“One of the biggest pieces to bring
light rail back is our mental condi-
tion,” Courtney said. “These families
are very scared and afraid... but we
absolutely have to let them know
that there was a process in place to
take care of all the family members
and all the grieving families.”

It's stillunclear when light rail will
resume operations, Courtney said,
as buildings, equipment and com-
puters necessary to the service were
damaged during the shooting.

VTA is also considering demol-
ishing the building where the shoot-
inghappened, said Santa Clara Coun-
ty Supervisor and VTA board mem-
ber Cindy Chavez, adding that there
are existing safety concerns with the
facility. The Guadalupe Rail Yard has
been home to VTA’s light rail main-
tenance service and equipment since

A VTA bus is pictured at Diridon Station
in this file photo.

1987. About 379 VTA employees
worked there prior to the shooting.

“This is avery important location
and so making sure that location is
hardened and protected long term
is going to be very important so that
employees feel safe going back to
work,” Chavez said, adding that the
plan will need additional funding
from the state.

The $20 million in state funding
is split into two bills. One will go on
the Senate floor and one will go
through the Assembly before reach-
ing the governor’s desk.

“Without the support, it could have
put VTA in a position of having to
reprioritize,” Chavez said of the
agency’s suffering budget. “Now we
can prioritize our employees and the
future of VTA, and frankly in my per-
spective, to come back better than
ever.”

Contact Tran Nguyen at tran@san-
josespotlight.com or follow
@nguyenntrann on Twitter.

Marisa Trevino of
Almaden Valley
named to the spring
2021 Dean'’s List at
Aurora University

Aurora University has named
Marisa Trevino (inset) of Almaden
Valley to the Dean's List for the spring
2021 semester.

Trevino is majoring in Human-
Animal Studies and is a member of
the 2020-2021
Women's Hockey
(NCAA) Roster
playing for the
Aurora Spartans.

The Dean's List
recognizes full-
time undergradu- :
ate students who have earned a 3.6
GPA or higher. Students recognized
with high honors have earned a per-
fect 4.0.

Aurora University is a four-year,
private, nonprofit, accredited high-
er education institution offering stu-
dents an excellent education while
maintaining one of the lowest pri-
vate school tuition rates in Illinois.
The university serves approximate-
ly 6,000 undergraduate and gradu-
ate students across more than 50
majors and programs.
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Racism and
sexism in the
music industry

By Sachi Uttarwar
“The Voice of Gen Z”
usic is universal. It is poetic, raw, tran-
M quil, gut-wrenching, heart-racing, pas-
sionate, intoxicating, electrifying, and
plain beautiful.

Music can move us and transport us into
another place and time of our lives. While sit-
ting in our homes, music can send us to a field
of flowers and wild grass in the middle of
nowhere or a high-energy party in the sub-
urbs. Music has no bounds and can connect
people who speak different languages and live
across the world from each other.

We connectwith artists who pour their truth
into music and sometimes find a role model in
them or relate to their background and expe-
riences or struggles they've faced. While music
may be straight to the point and simple, the
musicindustry is not,and we’re going to unpack
how race and gender play a role in the indus-
try.Itshould be noted that there are other ways
the industry discriminates against people, like
based on sexuality, but for now, we are going
to focus on race and gender.

With the 2021 Grammys came a lot of news
of racism and xenophobia. The Weekend had
a very successful past year with one of the
biggest albums of the year, After Hours, and
the most popular song of the year, “Blinding
Lights.” After his exponential success, his lack
of Grammy nominations didn't make sense. He
spoke outaboutthe lack of transparency of the
Grammys, to which many other artists added
on their own experiences and opinions. Nicki
Minaj spoke out about not winning the “Best
New Artist” award in 2012 despite having seven
songs on the Billboard Charts and having a big-
ger first week than any other female rapper
with her album, yet she lost to a white male
artist, Bon Iver. BIPOC artists have been
snubbed numerous times, year after year while
having the immense success thatis well-deserv-
ing of nominations and wins. We saw a simi-
lar pattern with the well-known and loved K-
Pop group, BTS. BTS had a great past year,
along with the Weekend, and beat YouTube
records while getting their first Grammy nom-
ination for “Best Pop Group/Duo Performance.”

What's unfortunate is that BTS only received
some recognition from the Grammys and other
award shows now, even though they have been
killing it in the music world for years. What is
also something to consider is that generally,
when artists or groups are nominated for music
that isn’t in English, they are nominated in a
separate category.

For example, Latinx artists are always nom-
inated under categories like “Latin Pop” instead
of “Pop.” This makes it seem like their music
is good but not good enough to compete with
English-based artists, which is completely
wrong. The music industry, including but not
exclusive to these award shows, needs to active-
ly broaden its coverage of music to include
places outside the US and recognize non-West-
ern artists for their talent and contributions to
the music world. They also need to stop being
racist and promote diversity instead of sup-
pressingitand acknowledge the amazing BIPOC
voices in music.

Sachi
Uttarwar

But what about gender? We have covered
some of the racism and xenophobia of the indus-
try, but not the gender biases. Like every other
field, inequality between men and women exists
in the musicindustry. One artist who has faced
alotofsexisminher careeris Nicki Minaj. Nicki
Minaj is one of the most successful female rap
artists since the late 2000s and what is most
admirable about her

success is the fact that she is ruling a male-
dominated genre. In 2017, she took to Twitter
to talkabout how many musicians in the indus-
try were glad to work with male rappers like
Drake, J. Cole, and Kendrick Lamar, but did not
wantto collaborate with her and other women.
For women to succeed in the music industry,
she mentioned that they have to work twice
as hard as men to garnerrecognition, and even
after doing so, they are still not viewed at the
same level as men.

Taylor Swift is another artist who has faced
immense sexism in her career. She is one of
the most famous artists today and is highly
applauded for her songwriting ability, but it’s
her songwriting that attracts the haters. Tay-
lor writes about her exes like every artist, but
shediscussedinaninterview thatno one hates
Ed Sheeran, Bruno Mars, or other male artists
for doing the same thing. When women do this,
they are villainized for itand given sexistlabels.

People are always finding the smallest rea-
sons to hate female artists while excusing the
problematic behavior of male artists. There is
also the fact that with working harder; women
have to keep reinventing themselves to hold
onto people'sinterests, while men can explore
the same kind of music for years and still be
successful. The industry should be encourag-
ing more female producers and artists to pur-
sue music instead of bringing in more sexist
and misogynistic people.

In regards to all of this, while there is noth-
ingwe cando to fix the industry from the inside,
we can still make small impacts. We can listen
to music from artists that are female, BIPOC,
outside the US, and part of the LGBTQ+ com-
munity to support artists who face discrimi-
nation by sexuality, gender, and race in this
industry. We will be supporting their careers
and everything they stand

for, which is fighting racism, sexism, and
other types of discrimination in the industry.
We can also spread awareness about these
issues that plague the industry and educate
ourselves more on the reaches of racism and
sexism.

Make sure to use your VOICE for good! You
can find the Voice of Gen Z on Instagram
(@thevoiceofgenz,) on YouTube (the Voice of
Gen Z,) and our website (https://thevoiceof-
genz.squarespace.com/)! See you next month!

Editor’s note: Sachi Uttarwar is a junior at
Evergreen Valley High School and the creator
of The Voice of Gen Z, a website and YouTube
channel where she uses her voice, both literally
and metaphorically.
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Residential/Commercial
PRESSURE WASHING, WINDOW CLEANING,
HOUSE WASHING, FENCE CLEANING, ROOF WASHING

Szlzcon Valley
Soft Wash

Local People. Great Service.

408.449.6888

N siliconvalleysoftwash.com
Email: angel(@siliconvalleysoftwash.com

YOUNG MUSIC THEORISTS

Learn the fundamentals of music theory
here at Young Music Theorists! Our free &
virtual classes start on June 15th. For
more info, head to our website at
tinyurl.com/youngmusictheorists
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Rep. Eshoo secures [{:4:5 v
$1.2 Million for
wildfire mitigation

“Lastyear, the CZU Lightning Com-
plex Fireburned 86,000 acres in my
congressional district over 37 days,
destroyed 1,490 homes and build-
ings, and evacuated 77,000 of my
U.S. Rep. Anna G. Eshoo (CA-18) announced she was suc-
cessful in securing the inclusion of $1,200,000 for wildfire
mitigation in California’s 18th congressional district in the
2022 Appropriations legislation.
This funding includes $500,000 for a demonstration for-

constituents from their homes. Con-
gress needs to do everything pos-
est that aims to reduce wildfires in Santa Cruz County, and

Rep. Eshoo.

enter another wildfire season with

sible to take proactive steps to avoid this destruction,” said

“This funding is welcome news as the Town and the State

| large amounts of dry fuels in our
hillsides. The Town can’t express
its gratitude enough to Congress-
woman Eshoo and the House
Appropriations Subcommittee on
Interior, Environment, and Related
Agencies,” said Los Gatos Mayor
Marico Sayoc.

Rep. Eshoo has submitted sever-
al Community Project Funding
requests for communities in California’s 18th congression-
al district to the Appropriations Committee. Information on
the status of additional requests will be announced in the
coming weeks.

drought conditions and
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Young Music Theorists committed
to teaching young students the
power and importance of song

incoming high school sophomores in
San Jose, have spent over nine years
learning music and playing instruments.

From jamming out to songs on the radio
to playing a classical excerpt on the piano,
both Jaimie and Hailee developed a deep pas-
sion for music.

Wanting to create an environment where
others could experience the same feelings,
Jaimie and Hailee implemented Young Music
Theorists throughout their community,
where this organization committed to teach-
ing young students the power and impor-
tance of song.

This summer, Young Music Theorists com-
pleted their first music theory camp, Camp
Treble. Throughout this camp, they have
taught their students the fundamentals of
musicthatare needed to play any instrument
and analyze music.

Although all students started as beginners,
with some not having any musical experi-
ence, all Camp Treble students were able to
compose their own pieces by the end of camp.
Hailee and Jaimie aimed to foster a creative
outlet for students to express themselves
through music.

When asked about the reason that Jaimie
and Hailee started this organization, Jaimie
responded, “Through Young Music Theo-
rists, we've been able to spread our love of
music to young people the same way our
own piano teachers have. I have always
looked up to my piano teacher as arole model
and admired him for sharing his knowledge
of music with me in such an engaging way.
I hope to be the same role model he was for

Jaimie Nguyen and Hailee Henny, two

me to our students and share what I know
about music with more people.”

Responding to the same question, Hailee
stated, “We know firsthand how frustrating
learning music can be. At the same time,
being able to use our skills to play or create
something beautiful is so rewarding. By
encouraging our students to push through
the frustration and hard work, we can share
with them the rewarding feeling of being
able to finally play that challenging piece, or
understanding a difficult concept and being
able to incorporate that into their own com-
positions.”

Young Music Theorists’ second camp, Camp
Bass, is focused on teaching more difficult
and advanced concepts in music theory. Stu-
dents attending will learn more about the
topics covered in the first camp, as well as
many new concepts integral to the music
learning process. At the end of Camp Bass,
students will have the skills necessary to
produce complex pieces and understand all
of the components that go into their com-
positions.

Jaimie and Hailee hope to expand Young
Music Theorists to provide their students
more opportunities to perform their origi-
nal compositions and become passionate
musicians. They are excited to witness the
musical development of all of their students
inthe future. With only one camp being com-
pleted so far and the organization being in
its early stages, this is just the beginning for
Young Music Theorists.

For more information about registering
for Young Music Theorists, head to their web-
site tinyurl.com/youngmusictheorists.
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Snapology

Shhh... Don't Tell Them It's Educational

FULL DAY
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Time: 9AM - 3PM
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SCIENCE.TECHNOLOGY.ENGINEERING.ART.MATH

Location: Almaden Spirit Athletics
6065 Meridian Ave #10, San Jose, CA 95120

Losgatos.Snapology.com | 408-341-9510

CREATE THE BATHROOM OF YOUR DREAMS
IN AS LITTLE S AS JUST ONE DAY

Py S ey |

$500 OFF

' NO PAYMENTS & |
| NO INTEREST |
| FOR 18 MONTHS" |

OFFER EXPIRES 9.30.2021

@ 900+ Authorized Dealers Across
North America

# Factory-Trained & Certified Installers

# Limited Lifetime Warranty
# Made in the U.S.A.

Military & Senior
Discounts Available

SHOWER
866-955-0414

Bathtub & Wall System

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions
may apply. This offer expires Sept 30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party financing is available for those
customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2021 BCI Acrylic Inc
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LETTER
Scales tilted too far
toward offenders

Dear Editor,

Violent crimes are skyrocketing; many
caused by repeat offenders, according to
policereports. Leaders are looking for ways
to decrease the violence but propose solu-
tions thataddress the symptoms, not the root
cause.

New gun laws are proposed that tax gun
owners, hoping to reduce gun violence.
Unfortunately, recidivism, the efficacy of

state rehabilitation efforts and premature
release of inmates is overlooked.

California has passed numerous laws
aimed at relieving overcrowded prisons.
Propositions 36,47,57,AB109and AB 117,
made prisoner release easier. Early releas-
esimpactour society, especially when there
are limited services for the previously incar-
cerated.

Former San Jose Police Chief Eddie Gar-
ciasaid, “The pendulum ofjustice has swung
too far to the side of the criminal.” Let’s look
atour criminal laws, our mental health care
system, and re-entry services before pass-
inglaws thatwon'’t stem therise in violence.

Johnny Khamis

San Jose

or other final expenses.

Final Wishes Planner!

GUARANTEED

Life Insurance
up to $15,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

Cash to help pay your funeral, medical bills

* Guaranteed acceptance ages 45 to 85"
* No medical exam, no health questions
* Lock in your rate for life

Call for your FREE Information Kit

1-877-864-3769 A
or go to life55plus.info/almaden
Plus - you'll also get a FREE

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies.
6236 Benefits reduced first two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L7700K; TN: L770TN).

Here's the Insurance kjg yo
it you

asked for ~ plus your
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San Jose school
district abruptly
cancels home
study program

By Lorraine Gabbert
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight
ome South Bay students are scrambling
S to figure out what’s next after the San Jose
Unified School District abruptly ended its
home study program.

Home-based education allowed students to
go at their own pace and excel in areas of spe-
cial interest. They could be completely home-
schooled or have a combination of home-
schooling with school classes or college course-
work.

Students could also be involved in extracur-
ricular activities.

This learning option worked well for stu-
dents who struggled in traditional classroom
settings, said parent Jill Borders.

But the district is ending the program, cit-
ing governmentdirectives. District spokesper-
son Jennifer Maddox said the Legislature is
positioned to remove distance learning as an
option and is tightening up the independent
studies program. Maddox said she expects law-
makers to pass legislation in July.

“As California finalizes legislation for the
2021-2022 school year, including changes to
existingindependent studies programs and the
end of distance learning, and as we continue
to prepare to return all students to in-person
learning, San Jose Unified has determined that
we can no longer offer the home school pro-
gram,” said Deputy Superintendent Stephen
McMahon in a letter to parents.

Program will no longer be offered begin-
ning in August

Maddox said the current education code does
not mention home studies as an option for
learning. Italso specifies thatindependent stud-
ies programs have uniform curriculum super-
vised and graded by credentialed teachers. Right
now, Maddox said some home study parents are
evaluating and grading coursework.

“We need to make a couple of changes to be
in full compliance with the law,” she said, adding
the state Legislature will likely close a lot of the
loopholes on independent studies as they want
kids back in the classroom with teachers fol-
lowing the pandemic. “With this change likely
coming, we have to take action.”

Butthe home study program has been around
for three decades — long before the pandemic.
And abruptly ending it came as a shock to par-
ents involved in the program.

San Jose Unified School District offices are pictured in this file photo.

“Parents are very distraught,” Borders said.
“This program is a lifesaver. You have a gem on
your hands and you're about to lose it.”

Borders’ daughter Annie, who recently grad-
uated from the home study program, said kids
have enormously benefited from it.

The only home-based study program the dis-
trict can offer in compliance with state law is an
independent studies program, McMahon said.
Students in this program meet with their cre-
dentialed teacher once per week to check-in on
assignments and progress. All K-12 students
participating in long-term independent studies
will be enrolled at Liberty Alternative School.

The district gave parents of students in the
home study program the option to enroll in the
independent studies program, attend school in
person full-time at a district school, enroll in a
private school or charter school or do home
schooling. If parents don’t select an option by
July 1, their children will be enrolled in the pro-
gram at Liberty Alternative School.

“By going to Liberty, you're taking away the
kid’s ability to participate in their neighborhood
school,” said parent Rob Wirecinski, who has
three children in the home study program. “That’s
actually a very big deal. We were looking for-
ward to water polo and orchestra next year at
Leland High School...You are kicking us out of
our own community.”

About450 districtstudents are enrolled in the
independent studies program, and 100 are
enrolled in home study program. There are
28,000 students in the district.

With home study, parents choose curriculum
and are involved in the assessment and grading
of students. Independent studies uses district cur-
riculum and students meet with credentialed
teachers weekly.

Parent Lisa Charpontier said the district can-
celed the program without notice or input from
any of the families affected. They only had two
weeks to reorganize their children’s education
plans for the next school year.

Until now, home study students enrolled at
their neighborhood schools and could take
some classes there, as well as participate in
extracurricular activities.

Cynthia Teeple said the home study program
enabled her child to excel.

“For kids who can’t sit in a classroom all
day... you've given them an option to be with
their peers, be social, be part of the commu-
nity,” Teeple said. “It's very heartbreaking
they're getting rid of it.”

Maddox said she understands the frustra-
tion families feel, but the district can no longer
offer home schooling. “Their transcript when
they graduate is indistinguishable from a stu-
dent that attended class full-time for four
years,” Maddox said, “and we don’t feel like
that’s an accurate reflection of the work the
students have done.”
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San Jose approves
penalties for those
encouraging
sideshows

By Lloyd Alaban
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight
osting about sideshows and street races
Pin San Jose on social media can now cost
you up to $1,000 and six months in jail.

The San Jose City Council unanimously
approved a new ordinance Tuesday that will
make it illegal to encourage or promote people
to show up to a sideshow event.

San Jose already targets sideshow audiences
to combat the illegal gatherings. But Tuesday’s
ordinance will now allow the city to penalize peo-
ple who encourage others to organize or go to
sideshows.

Violators can be charged with amisdemeanor
and fined up to $1,000, serve up to six months
injail or both. “There are other agencies thatare
watching us and watching how we created the
toolbox on how to handle sideshows,” said Capt.
Todd Trayer of the San Jose Police Department.

San Jose police will track promoters through
methods like witness testimony and social media.
“Ithink promoters and anyone that further shares
the information (about sideshows) should be
held accountable, and I'm glad we’re moving in
thatdirection,” Trudy Ellerbeck, secretary of the
Mount Pleasant Neighborhood Association, told
San José Spotlight on Monday. She added that

the city could do more to mitigate trafficand says
the city could be more assertive to stop people
from outside the city from coming into San Jose
and participating in sideshows.

Ellerbeck says she can hear sideshows where
she lives in East San Jose on Fridays and Satur-
days, though she says they are more than a mile
away.

“This touches every part of the city. Our res-
idents are dealing with this day in and day out,”
Councilmember Maya Esparza said. “And I can
hear it. It’s not just about the dangers of street
racing and the sideshows, which are dangerous
enough in and of themselves. But it’s also the
increasing amount of incidents of gunfire at
sideshows that really take the endangerment of
the community to the next level.”

Councilmember Sylvia Arenas says residents
in her district have gone as far as creating their
own speed bumps to try to stop speeding. Her
colleague, Councilmember Magdalena Carrasco,
shared a similar story, saying she often hears
sideshows outside her house until 1 am. “It’s
sheer insanity to hear rubber burning and then
gunshots,” she said. “I hope folks finally get the
message. ... Folks should be able to go to bed at
a decent hour at 1:00, 2:00, 3:00 in the morn-
ing.”

The approval Tuesday comes after a discus-
sion March 30 and the council directing the city
attorney’s office to draft alaw. A sideshowisan
illegal gathering of cars in a parking lot or inter-
section. Drivers perform donuts and other stunts,
which attract large crowds that spill into busy
intersections, putting the lives of spectators and
drivers atrisk. Many sideshows take place at night,
drawing complaints from neighbors about loud
noises and racing cars.

When police arrive at sideshows, racers and
spectators flee the site and gather atanother loca-
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New yellow dividers were added to Yerba Buena Road
to discourage sideshows and racing. Courtesy of
the city of San Jose.

tion. Responding to sideshows pulls resources
from other emergencies, city officials said.

Accordingto SJPD data, from September 2020
toFebruary 2021, the departmentreceived 2,421
calls about illegal car-related gatherings. A res-
idence in South San Jose received a staggering
157 calls during that time period.

Aresident, Chris, who didn’tgive hislastname,
voiced concerns about a recent sideshow at
Stevens Creek and Winchester. “Our commu-
nity was very dismayed about the lack of police
actions to reel that in,” he said. The most com-
mon intersections for calls include East Capitol
Expressway and Tully Road with 24 calls, Story
Road and South King Road with 21 calls, East
Capitol Expressway and Quimby Road with 20
callsand threelocations along Yerba Buena Road.

In an effort to prevent the illegal gatherings,
SanJose will begin designing several quick-build
projects later this summer intended to address
unsafe driving at five intersections identified by
SJPD, including 10th Street and Phelan Avenue,
Hillsdale Road & Communications Hill Boulevard,
Little Orchard Streetand Barnard Avenue, 5550

Hellyer Avenue and 2121 Ringwood Avenue and
Lundy Avenue and Concourse Drive. The city
expects to complete the projects by next year.

The city installed yellow dividers at another
sideshow hotspot, Yerba Buena and Verona
Roads earlier this year. The SJPD is also look-
ingatothertechnology, such as cameras, accord-
ing to Trayer. The city closed down Roosevelt
Park ahead of Cinco de Mayo in anticipation of
sideshows to celebrate last month'’s holiday.

High-speed races are another problem the
city hopes to solve with the new policy. Just two
weeks ago, a 19-year-old man died after crash-
ing into a tree on Capitol Expressway in South
San Jose.

“We've seen too many tragedies in our city,”
Councilmember Matt Mahan, whose district
includes South San Jose. “My message to street
racersisthatitisn’'tworthlosingyourlife. These
new measures help reinforce that point.”

San Jose already passed a law in 2019 that
bans audiences at sideshows. Gathering at a
sideshow or street race is a misdemeanor and
can carry up to a $1,000 fine. Tuesday’s pro-
posal will make it illegal to encourage or help
people gather at sideshows and street racing
events.

According to Police Chief Anthony Mata, the
city will use social media and newsletters to
warnresidents against participatingin sideshows
and racing.

Ellerbeck says she understands that SJPD is
understaffed, and likely won’t get to every
sideshow in the city.

“There’s gotto be more of aregional approach
so that those who are engaging in these activi-
ties won't be able to travel so quickly from one
city to the next,” Ellerbeck said.

To report a sideshow, dial the SJPD’s non-
emergency line at 408-277-8900.

T

Available

1081 Foxworthy Avenue,

San Jose, CA 95118
(408) 265-7380
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KinderCare

LEARNING CENTERS
Virtual Tours

KinderCare offers unique, ex
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for infants as young as 6 weeks to §choo
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It's easy & FREE
to get rid of your junk

S5Jenvironment.org/junkpickup

Help keep our neighborhood clean!  Report illegal dumping: 408-535-3500
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Mr. Peabody's

The Most Powrfh[ Green Cleaning On the Planet

LA D

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning -
Complete Carpet Cleaning,
Stone Polishing and Repair

(408) 444-9437
Senving Evergreen Valley since 1999

TENNIS TIPS

Tennis tie breakers can
make you or break you

By Ken DeHart
he tennis tie breaker can be
Tone ofthe most pressurized
situations you'll find in ten-
nis.

Tie breakers are where a play-
er's psychological edge plays abig
role.

Stay in the moment and stick to your
strengths.

So whattechniques will help to take the
pressure off?

First, STOP. You've made it to six-all tie
(for a set tie breaker) or 1-1 (for a match
tie breaker). Take some time before the
tie break begins to gather yourself and
decide on your game plan.

Second, GO SLOW. Take your time
between points. Separate each one as the
unique point it is, and don’t let the points
run together, especially when you are los-
ing a series of points.

Third, PLAN. Have a plan for every sin-
gle point before it starts. Talk with your
partner and get on the same page or make
a mental plan as you coach yourself. Be
aware of what's been working and what
hasn’t been working to get to this point in
your match.

Fourth, BE PRESENT. The finish line or
closing out a match can be a huge dis-
traction for any level of competitor. For-
get about that and be aware of how you
want to play the next point and stay
engaged with each ball you play. Stay in
the moment of every shot. Counting balls
as you contact them can be a way to stay
focused on each shot, breath and improve
your timing of where to move and when
to swing.

Fifth, STAY CONFIDENT. Breath, play
your game and don't put extra pressure
on yourself by focusing on the score or
anticipation of the outcome. Be alert and
take advantage of what your opponent
gives you as far as shots to be aggressive
onand when to neutralize your opponent.
Be ready to make adjustments as your
opponent is feeling the pressure too and
will try different things.

COMAN TIE-BREAK PROCEDURE
(endorsed by USTA for Club players):

1. This procedure will be used for the
Set Tie-Break (when the set score reach-

es 6-6) and for the Deciding Match.
. 2. In the Coman Tie-Breaker:
& Players change ends after the 1st
point of the tie breaker, and then
B after every 4th point (i.e., change
8 onds after the 1st, 5th, 9th, 13th,

. | points)
A “-A 3. The player whose turn it is to

serve shall serve the first point of the tie-
break from the Deuce side. The following
two points (points 2 and 3) shall be served
by the opponents, starting from the Ad
side. After this, each team shall serve alter-
nately for two consecutive points until the
end of the tie-break game.

4. In doubles, the rotation of service
within each team shall continue in the
same order as during that set.

5. The player/team whose turn it was
to serve first in the tie-break game shall
be the receiver in the first game of the fol-
lowing set.

3 KEY ADVANTAGES OF THE COMAN
TIE-BREAK

1.Indoubles, the players will serve from
the same end of the court from which they
have been serving throughout the match.

2. Ateam is not stuck fighting sun or wind
factors for the first six points of the tie-
break. This creates a more “level playing
field” during this critical part of the match.

3. Keeping score and keeping track of
who is serving is easier.

Ken DeHart, USA High Performance
Coach, serves as Director of Racquets, Alpine
Hills Tennis & Swimming Club. He is a PTR
Hall of Fame, PTR International Master
Professional, and USPTA Master Profes-
sional. You may contact Ken at
408.892.3806; or email: kendehart@
aol.com; ken@alpinehills.us
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Our City Forest grant from the Rotary Club

BATH
FITTER

of San Jose provides free tree planting

ur City Forest
Ohas received a
grant from the

Rotary Club of San Jose
which allows the non-
profit organization to
provide free tree plant-
ing for any residence in
Districts 5,7 & 8.
These districts are
neighborhoods with
less tree canopy cover-
age than other neigh-
borhoods of San Jose
and so the Rotary Club
grant is helping to pro-
vide the benefits of
trees/greenery to all
residents of San Jose.
Residents are able to
apply for any type of

tree species they would
like that Our City For-
est carries at its nursery, and can plant the
tree anywhere on their property (frontyard,
backyard or street).

To apply, for afree tree planting email our
tree planting coordinators at street-
trees@ourcityforest.org.

We have ten trees left to give away for

free, and are operating on a first come first
serve basis. Residents may visit our com-
munity nursery to check out our tree
species/availability. Our community nurs-
ery is open to the public every Friday and
Saturday from 9am to noon.

If you have any other questions, please
do not hesitate to reach out!

LIFE LINE

SCREENING,

The Power of Prevention

UP TO

‘450

on a complete Bath Fitter system

Take advantage of our
SPECIAL OFFER

888-996-4205

o™

-
FITS YOUR standards

With quality you can trust and a lifetime
guarantee, Bath Fitter doesn’t just fit your
bath, it fits your high standards. Why have
over two million people brought Bath Fitter
into their homes? It Just Fits.

OUR BENEFITS

=] <

High-Gloss
Acrylic Maintains

Easy to Clean, Seamless

Virtually Wall
Maintenance Free

It Just Fits~

*Registered trademark of Bath Fitter Franchising Inc. *Save 10% up to $450. Special offer good on the purchase of a bathtub or shower, wall and faucet kit. One offer per
oeat customer. May not be combined with any other offer. Offer must be presented at the time of estimate. Discount applies to same day purchases only. Previous orders and
B ostimates excluded. Offer valid only at the above location. *Subject to certain limitations. Offer expires 2021-12-31,

Are you at risk for stroke or
cardiovascular disease?

Screenings are easy, painless and non-invasive.

Call Life Line Screening at
833-334-0139

Special Offer for Readers
5 screening
package for
$149

but I’'m never alone.
I have Life Alert.

One press of a button
sends help fast, 24/7,
even when you
can't reach a phone.

Life Alert

AS SEEN ON

For a FREE brochure call:

1-866-405-1873
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Even from a distance,
please support this paper
by supporting our
advertisers.

Please support our advertisers! They
make the ALMADEN TIMES possible.

ADT

Almaden Law
Almaden Senior Association
Almaden Valley Women’s Club
Anderson’s Windows
Donna Castillo - Keller Williams
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2021 Assessment Roll Growth slows to $25.4
billion, but escapes worst Covid projections

‘Homeowners have been the
biggest beneficiary,’ says
Assessor Larry Stone

years which shuttered many busi-
nesses, Silicon Valley’s economy has
rebounded, exceeding expectations.

The strength of the regions underlying fun-
damentals were reflected in the annual assess-
ment roll released by Santa Clara County
Assessor Larry Stone last week.

The assessment roll, which reports the
total net assessed value of all real and busi-
ness property in Santa Clara County as of
January 1,2021, reached $576.9 billion,a 4.6
percent increase over the prior year.

“This time last year the nation appeared
to be on the precipice of the worst econom-
iccrisis since the Great Depression, triggered
by the Covid-19 pandemic,” said Stone. “Med-
ical and business regulations designed to
bridge the fiscal gap until vaccines were avail-
able, prevented a major collapse of the U.S.
economy. Santa Clara County companies,
including Google, Apple, Intel, Zoom, Microsoft
and Adobe, benefitted as the nation turned
almostovernight, to aremote working econ-
omy.” The “GreatRecession”, startingin 2008,
lasted nearly eight years. The Covid reces-
sion may last as little as 18 months.

Tested by the worst pandemic in 100

The growth in property assessed values is
attributed to multiple factors. The leading
contributors are changes in ownership and
new construction, which accounted for 61%
and 29% of the total increase in assessed val-
ues. Not surprisingly, the pace of new con-
struction was delayed somewhat, due to the
uncertainty over the economic and business
outlook during Covid. A notable exception
was construction on Google’s new Bayview
campus which accounted for $720 million of
the County’s total $6.69 billion in new con-
struction. This provided Mountain View with
a significant boost in roll growth to 8.06%
compared to the County total 0of 4.66%. Over-
all, the Silicon Valley office market has
emerged relatively strong. Major acquisi-
tions of office and commercial buildings con-
tributed to the overall growth in property
assessments compared to the prior year.

The assessment of business property; i.e.
machinery, equipment, computers, and fix-
tures declined by 1%, to $40.4 billion. The
final component of the 2021 assessment roll
growth is the increase in the assessed value
of properties with no activity or transactions.
Proposition 13 mandates that the assess-
ment ofthose propertiesis limited to the Cal-
ifornia Consumer Price Index (CCPI) or 2 per-
cent, whichever is lower. A struggling econ-
omy throughout 2020 limited the CCPI to

See ASSESSMENTS, page 21
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Offer ends
Sept. 30

NO Money Down

WINDOWS AND
PATIO DOORS'

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

NO Interest

No Monthly Payments
for 1 year'

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4 - INTEREST ACCRUES
FROM THE PURCHASE DATE BUT IS WAIVED IF
PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS

CALL BY SEPTEMBER 30
©650-383-1892

\
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RENEWAL 4
by ANDERSEN

FULLSERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

wiinomowo B VANDERSEN

Installation
always
included

DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires g/30/2021. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off when
you purchase four (4) or mare windows or patio doars between 3/1/2021 and g/9o/2021. 40% off windaws and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost windaw or entry/
patio door in the order. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the

promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color,

religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the
service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated
"Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2021 Andlersen Carporation. All rights reserved. RBAI2589

*Using U.S. and imported parts.
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New rule to limit lawn
watering 2X a week

San Jose Water
Company declares
extreme drought
and asks customers
to reduce water
usage by 15%

ue to extreme drought
D conditions, the San

Jose Water Company
initiated new suggested rules
to try to create less usage of
water.

SJW will continue to mon-
itor water usage. If the
desired level of conservation
isnotachieved by August 31,
2021, the Company may
need to adjust its response.
This could include the impo-
sition of drought surcharges
if required by the California
Public Utilities Commission
or other government agen-
cies.

New Rules

e Limits on Watering Days:
Watering or irrigating of
lawns, landscape or other
vegetated areas with potable
water is limited to two days
per week. Irrigation will be
allowed Mondays and Thurs-
days for odd numbered and
numberless addresses and
will be allowed on Tuesdays
and Fridays for even num-
bered addresses.

e Limits on Watering:
Watering or irrigating of out-
side plants,lawn, landscape,
and turf areas with potable
water using alandscape irri-
gation system or a watering
device that is not continu-
ously attended is limited to
no more than 15 minutes of
watering per day per station,
with no watering between
10:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. This
provision does not apply to
landscape irrigation zones
thatexclusively use drip-type
irrigation systems. This pro-
vision also does not
apply to low precip-
itation sprinkler sys-
tems that apply
water at or less than
1.0 inch per hour.
This provision also
does not apply to
watering or irrigat-
ing by use of a hand-
held bucket or simi-
lar container, a hand-
held hose equipped
with a positive action

b

vy

shut-offnozzle or device that
causesitto cease dispensing
water immediately when not
inuse, or for the express pur-
pose of adjusting or repair-
ing an irrigation system.
However, no irrigation can
occur regardless of method
that results in runoff.

» Use of potable water for
watering outside plants,
lawn, landscape, and turf
areas during and up to 48
hours after measurable rain-
fall.

* The use of potable water
in a fountain or other deco-
rative water device that does
not have a fully automatic
recirculation system, or the
filling or topping off of dec-
orative lakes or ponds,
except where the water is
part of a recirculating sys-
tem.

¢ Limits on Filling Deco-
rative Fountains or Orna-
mental Lakes or Ponds: pro-
hibition of the use of potable
water for filling or re-filling
decorative fountains, orna-
mental lakes or ponds more
than one foot, except when
fountains or ponds/lakesare
drained for repairs, and
except to the extent needed
to sustain aquatic life in

Watering or irrigating of out-
side plants, lawn, landscape, and
turf areas with potable water
using a landscape irrigation sys-
tem or a watering device that is
not continuously attended is lim-
ited to no more than 15 minutes
of watering per day per station,
with no watering between 10:00
a.m. and 8:00 p.m.

ponds/lakes, provided that
such animals are of signifi-
cant value and have been
actively managed within the
water feature prior to dec-
laration of a supply shortage
level under this Rule.

e Limits on Washing Vehi-
cles: Washing of vehicles,
except at a commercial car
washing facility that utilizes
recycled water or re-circu-
lating water system to cap-
ture or reuse water.

¢ Operation of commercial
car washes that do notrecy-
cle the potable water used
asrequired by the California
Water Code Sections 10950-
10953.

¢ Use of potable water for
washing buildings, struc-
tures, sidewalks, walkways,
driveways, patios, tennis
courts, or other hard-sur-
faced, non-porous areas,
except to protect the health
and safety of the public.

¢ Use of potable water for
construction purposes,
including washing streets,
backfill, and dust control, if
other actions to accomplish
the same purposes without
water are feasible and/or
permitted or if recycled
water is reasonably available
as determined by a
government agency.

 Obligation to Fix
Leaks, Breaks, or
Malfunctions: Use of
water through any
broken or defective
plumbing fixture,
sprinkler, watering
or irrigation system
on the customer’s
premises when the
utility has notified

See WATER, page 21
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Drive
home the

savings.

Car and home combo.

Combine your homeowners
and car policies and save
big-time.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there”
CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm"

Al Olseen
State Farm Agent
3267 S White Road,
San Jose, CA 95148

Phone:(408) 274-4900
Hours: 9 am — 6 pm
(Lunch 1-2 pm)

SOS Auto REPAIR

We are open as an
essential service and
taking all recommended
CDC precautions.

N v

408-477-2242
3519 San Felipe Rd.
San Jose, CA 95135

wWwWw.sosautorepair.com
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BB OMLINSON

KITCHEN & BATH

6055 MERIDIAN AVE #140, SAN JOSE CA 95120

408-316-4997

B Cabmetry m Countertops
B Plumbing Fixtures m Tile
B Hardware & More...

We offer Design Consultations, 3D Renderings and Construction Services

Waypoint FIELDSIONE

LIVING SPACES CABINETRY

Bl 40

www.tomlinsonconstruction.com

submit a
news item
for the
Almaden Times?

Press day: July 21, 2021
Deadline: July 19, 2021

Write to editorial@timesmediainc.com

AlmadenTimes
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Times Community News

TECH JARGON OF THE WEEK

Hashtag

By Shubhi Asthana
Special to the Times
ave you ever stumbled into a con-
H versation where everyone is speak-
ing around this “techie” word - and
even after you've broken in, it is difficult to
understand the unfamiliar jargon and
acronyms? Well, there’s no need to sweat
it. Let me teach you the meaning of some
commonly used tech words:

Hashtag

Most people are familiar with how to use
hashtags on social media platforms like
Instagram, Facebook, LinkedIn, and
YouTube etc. But not many people under-
stand the concept behind it, as well as how
it is used in the tech industry. Sometimes
itis good to understand the concept, to use
it properly.

Ifyou are a social media novice, hashtags
- those short links preceded by the pound
sign (#) - may seem confusing and unnec-
essary. But they are integral to the way we
communicate online, and it's important to
know their importance.

Hashtags are used to categorize content,
making the discovery of new or related arti-
cles and insights easy to do. Whenever a
user adds a hashtag to their post, it’s able
to be indexed by the social network and

becomes searchable/discoverable by other
users. Once someone clicks on that hash-
tag, they’ll be brought to a page that aggre-
gates all the posts with the same hashtags,
in real-time.

Once a keyword picks up enough momen-
tum, itbecomes ‘trending’. Each user’s trend-
ing topics are unique, based on their loca-
tion, social connections, and interests.

15 years ago first hashtag created

The first use of a hashtag in social media
can be traced to Chris Messina, a former
Google employee who worked in develop-
er relations and as a designer on Google+.
He’sbeen officially credited as the first per-
son who tweeted using a hashtag. This
famous tweet happened backin 2007, so it
took a while for the practice to catch on.

Beyond simply organizing your content,
hashtags can help craft your voice while
joining in a larger discussion. You can use
multiple hashtags in one tweet, and they
can help provide colorful context to con-
vey humor or sarcasm.

Here are some sample tweets from Twit-
ter that use hashtags:

e Let the weekend begin! #TGIF

e [ hate when people smoke e-cigarettes
indoors. #annoying #rude #whygodwhy

e The movie #Gravity is beautiful, but so
terrifying! #nevergoingtospace

About the Author: Do you enjoy reading
this column? Send inyour comments or feed-
back to the author at shub.saxen@gmail.com.
Shubhi Asthana works as a Research Senior
Software Engineer at the IBM Almaden
Research Center, San Jose.

Community
Newspapers

www.AlmadenTimes.com www.EvergreenTimes.com
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Assessments

Continued from page 18
just 1%.

“Homeowners are major beneficiaries of
the hotresidential market, taking advantage
ofthe stunning appreciation in marketvalue
of their homes, while their assessment
increased only one percent,” said Stone.

Consequently, the difference between the
assessed value and the market value of most
residential properties in Santa Clara Coun-
ty provides an unanticipated financial ben-
efit to all homeowners, often at the expense
of funding for schools and local governments.

Silicon Valley was not entirely immune to
the pandemic recession. Many sectors such
as hospitality, non-grocery brick and mor-
tar retail, restaurants and entertainment, all
suffered financially.

“The Assessor’s Office has launched mul-
tiple programs to help property owners and
businesses seriously impacted by Covid,”
said Stone. The Assessor’s Office has request-
ed information and data from businesses to
determine the financial impact of declines
in market value of commercial properties,
and are using that information to make proac-
tive assessment reductions where warrant-
ed. “As Assessor, my job is to get it right. [
am not a revenue agent for local govern-

Report: 2021's best and worst
states for Summer road trips

ith 59% of U.S. families saying they
Ware more likely to drive than fly for
their next trip, the personal-finance

website WalletHub has released three key
reports to help people maximize both savings
and fun: 2021’s Best & Worst States for Sum-
mer Road Trips, 2021’s Best Gas Rewards Cred-
it Cards; and 2021 Gas & Travel Survey.

WalletHub’s road trip report found that Cal-
ifornia ranks 31st nationally for summer driv-
ing, and you can find out why below.

Road Tripping in California (1=Best; 25=Avg.):

e 1st - Number of Attractions

« 25th - Lowest Price of Three-Star Hotel Room

¢ 50th - Avg. Gas Prices

¢ 10th - Nightlife Options per Capita

¢ 9th - Vehicle Miles Traveled per Capita

¢ 45th - Car Thefts per Capita

¢ 2nd - Access to Scenic Byways

¢ 46th - Lowest Price of Camping

e 1st - Driving Laws Rating

e 23rd - Fatalities per 100 Million

Vehicle Miles Traveled

Survey Key Findings and

Best Gas Rewards Cards

* 63% of people want rewards on gas more
than any other type of travel purchase.

 54% of people consider the price of gas when
making summer travel plans.

¢ 84 million people think each individual
should have to take a test to get a credit card,
just like a driver’s license.

¢ 12X more people want gas rewards from
a credit card than rewards for Uber/Lyft rides.

* 37% of people need to save at least $30 at
the pump monthly to get a gas credit card.

¢ The PenFed Platinum Rewards Visa Sig-
nature® Card is the best gas rewards credit
card of 2021, offering 5 points per $1 spent at
all gas stations, along with 3 points per $1 on
supermarket purchases and a $100 initial bonus.
It has no annual fee.

ment. When the market value of a proper-
ty declines below the original purchase price,
we lower the assessment,” said Stone.

The major beneficiaries of property tax
revenue are public schools, community col-
leges, cities, and Santa Clara County. Fifty
percent of local property tax revenue gen-
erated in Santa Clara County goes to fund
public education.

More information is available from the
Clerk of the Board by calling (408) 299-5088,
or going to their website: www.sccgov.org/
assessmentappeals
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Times Community News

Water

Continued from page 19
the customer in writing to repair the bro-
ken or defective plumbing fixture, sprin-
kler, watering or irrigation system, and the
customer has failed to make such repairs
within 72 hours after receipt of such notice.
¢ The serving of water, other than upon
request, in eating and drinking establish-
ments, including but not limited to restau-
rants, hotels, cafes, bars, or other public

places where food or drink are served
and/or purchased.

e Operators of hotels and motels are to
provide guests with the option of choosing
not to have towels and linens laundered
daily and/or to require hotels and motels
to prominently display a notice of this option
in each guestbathroom using clear and eas-
ily understood language.

e Other restrictions on use of potable
water as prescribed by the Commission,
SJWC, or another governing body or agency.

Editor’s Note: To learn more, go to sjw.com.

Shawn Ansari Presents

1568 Coleman Road - Almaden
5bed | 2.5 bath | 2,280 SF | $1,588,000

Remodeled and meticulously maintained home In Almaden’s ever popular Montevideo neighborhood with views of Almaden Hills & access

to the Community Cabana Club. This exquisite home offers you all that you desire in features & amenities including New HVAC, solar power,

updated kitchen & baths, gleaming hardwood floors, granite counters, dual pane windows, recessed lighting, fresh paint inside/out, ceiling

fans, attic & garage storage, 5 spacious bedrooms, and in-house laundry room with abundant cabinet space. Two French sliding doors open

to the park-like backyard w/ waterfall, patio seating, fruit trees, flower beds, expansive area for fun summer BBQs, and complete privacy.
Close to Quicksilver County Park & Trails, Almaden Country Club, Almaden Lake, restaurants, shops, VTA LightRail, and Union School District

with its foundation of academic excellence & state-of-the-art instructional methods & equipment designed to prepare students for their future

(Guadalupe Elementary, Dartmouth Middle, Leigh/Branham HS).

Shawn Ansari

REALTOR® | DRE#01088988

MS, e-PROQO, Certified SRES,
SFR, Probate

Top Producer, Compass Real Estate

M: 408.529.4574

shawn.ansari@compass.com
www.ShawnAnsari.com

Maximize the value of
your home with
Compass Concierge.

COMPASS

© Compass 2021 | All Rights Reserved by Compass | Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of Califomia operating under multiple entities. License Numbers 01991628, 1527235, 1527365, 1356742, 1443761, 1997075,
1935359, 1961027, 1842987, 1869607, 1866771, 1527205, 1079009, 1272467 . All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in
price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as fo accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate. Equal Housing Opportunity.




PAGE 22 m ALMADEN TIMES = JULY 9 — JULY 22, 2021

SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ® ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Sk

d

=T RS
= QNN

21

VRN

CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418

Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz

No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!

We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.

Our ministries/activities
include:

* Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.

» A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.

* Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.

Our activities flow from
our core values:

* Extravagant Joy

» Passionate Faith
 Loving Respect

* Deep Connectedness

« Intentional Growth

» Shared Laughter

Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC

6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
WWW.Ccavucce.org.

We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (0&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.

Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion

2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck

Sunday.

Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837

www.bibleroad.org

We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.

Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

The Almaden Senior Association mem-

bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn-
ing opportunities, new experiences, and

new adventures.

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso-
ciation offers discounts and opportunities

to enjoy ...

o exercise classes for all levels of ability;
¢ lunches and other social programs
organized and run by members of the Associ-

ation;

¢ book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
e trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Muse-
um in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120. The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org

At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

Super
denlors

independent - engaged - connected

As a member you're encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non-profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected

We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All

volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa-
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica-
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro-
grams you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that

will enhance your life and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com

SomT

l Evergreen [slamic Center

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,

San Jose CA 95148.
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you".

Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?

A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine book that guides
Muslims to practice Islam.
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak™ the English mean-
ing is " May Allah (swt)
protect you and your family".
Please visit our website to
learn more.

FIRST CHURCH
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose. (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com

Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together. Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds. We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every

Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute

(408) 791-7772

After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8am., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

@

thepoint.church

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM

Spanish Service:
11:00 AM

Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM

Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM

Mandarin Service:
11:00AM

Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-

nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Qur
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

God iy One
Safex
Rab lk Hai

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.

San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning. Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world. At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world. Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals. We also encour-
age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk

the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd.,

San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562.
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org

We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.0 - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations:

St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass

St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall

Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igho Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM

Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM

The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM

For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing
ads, call
408.483-5458
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Nondiscriminatory
Policy as to Students Spas and Salons

The Agape Schools admit students of any
race, color, national and ethnic origin to
all the rights, privileges, programs, and
activities generally accorded or made avail-
able to students at the school. It does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national and ethnic origin in administra-
tion of its educational policies, admissions
policies, scholarship and loan programs,
and athletic and other school administered
programs.

SJMN#6547945; January 28, 2021

Home Services

Therapeutic Massage
Eyelash extensions

Never Pay For
Covered Home

Driving School

Repairs Again!
Complete Care

Home Warranty
COVERS ALL

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern
California. Advantage Driving School has trained more than
300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses.
MAJ OR SYSTEMS Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your
AND APPLIANCES. child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
- for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some
30 DAY RISK FREE- S p a Th e r a pv supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
Szoo 00 OFF school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great
* 16820 Jackson Oaks Dr., Morgan Hill CA combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices!

2 FREE Months! . ) Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F;
Hours 10:30 AM to 9:00 PM Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am-12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:

1-888-385-0250 Call: (83 1) 232-8182 info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

By appointment only during Covid
TS Eporer
A Jewelry Shoe Repair Sales Director
IR, Jewely

- Direct sales processes for LED technology products. MBA required.

-3
ock-Repalr Seoul Semiconductor, Inc.
g = \; 1762 Technology Dr #227, San Jose, CA 95110

' 408'270'0850 g Sify Technologies North II Mgn%ger tion/Sify NA seeks IT
ify Technologies North America Corporation/Si seeks
Jewelers & WatCh Repalr No Shoe is Ever Too Oldf Manager - Instrt?ctional Design in SantapCIara, CA. Pvrepare a range of
ng sizing -Watch hands : cost proposals with appropriate complexity in response to specific solicita-
) ) HOlll'S' tion requirements and relevant regulations. Work on multiple
: Watch batteries - Engravmg . proposal efforts concurrently toward achievement of a fully compliant
| it 0, At e M _Fr- and competitive cost proposal. quk from home. may be an option. May
Beca D L N [ Stone replacemen[ & More! on-rri need to relocate/travel to unanticipated client sites. Please send your

Cover Sheet and Resume to 5201 Great America Parkway Suite 132, 1st
Floor, Santa Clara, CA 95054. Attn: Katta Reddy

Clocks fi ir, we will toyou! . . . - .
SR o s s Ask aboutour excisiv walch hattery varrantis! 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Cvewescenna | (408 200408 Saturday
Rt 0n J216S Wit Rd.an Jose,CA 9:30 am - 4:00 pm | CCTIIEEEENT"NED

m Mon, i 10am-7pm, Sat 10am-5pm . O - AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On- Become a Published Author. We want
T, ] 9 . 270-0%¢ ; . :
2850 Qlllmb) Rd. Suite 100+ 270-0850 Demand On All Your Favorite Screens.  to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
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Offered at $1,899,000
4 Bed

2.5 Bath

2054 Sq Ft

9148 Sq Ft Lot

This meticulously updated
home with stylish finishes
is on a peaceful tree-lined
street in Almaden Valley.
New French white oak
hardwood floors and wide
baseboards throughout
the main level. Solid Alder
wood front door. Anderson

dual pane, wood-framed
windows. Vaulted ceiling.
Totally remodeled gourmet
kitchen. Amazing park-like
backyard is an ultra-private
sanctuary with mature
landscaping, pool, wood-
burning stone fireplace and
an outdoor kitchen.

The Swan has been the #1 Agent in Almaden Valley each year for the last 12 years as measured by Dollars per Agent Per Year. And
2020 was no exception. She is the only Almaden Valley specialist to have been nationally ranked and recognized twice by The Wall
Street Journal/RealTrends for being in the Top 250 Agents in the US. Additionally, Swan is consistently among the Top 100 Agents in
the SF Bay Area.

If you are thinking of selling your home, now is the time to start planning. Call me as soon as possible.

Therese Swan

408.656.8240
THE
El\’rfand(z)r?\,/\’;igclgerglEstate com THE Tnﬁéﬂfﬁ e T
: 100
y @[5 05”7&7? s THE WALL STREET JOURNAL. THE Tor PERFoRMERS

DRE 01355719

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbers 01079009 and 01272467. All material presented herein is
intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice.
No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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