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AGT Golden Buzzer
winner: World Taek-
wondo Demo Team
has roots in Evergreen
SEE PAGE 3

Thousands attend 
‘Ice Cream Social’ 
celebration at San 
Jose Gurdwara in 
Evergreen  SEE PAGE 4

A howling bad time
Coyotes kill over a dozen pets at 
Villages Golf  and Country Club

SEE PAGE 7

Evergreen School
District to return to
in-person instruction
August 18

T
he Evergreen School Dis‐
trict (ESD) Board of Trus‐
tees has passed a resolu‐

tion declaring its commitment to
return to 100 percent in‐person
instruction beginning August 18,
2021.

ESD will utilize the same 180
days‐a‐year full‐day schedules
employed on March 13, 2020,
prior to pandemic‐related school
closures and schedule changes,
barring any county or state
guidelines prohibiting it. 

Apoorva uses her talents 
to help underprivileged
children worldwide; Prince
Harry surprises honorees
saying “[My mum] would
be so proud of you all”

Y
oung hero Apoorva Panida‐
pu of Evergreen Valley has
been honored with The

2021 Diana Award for going
above and beyond in her daily life
to create and sustain positive
change. 

The Diana Award, established

in memory of Diana, Princess of
Wales, is the highest accolade a
young person can achieve for so‐
cial action or humanitarian ef‐
forts. The awardees have demon‐
strated their ability to inspire and
mobilize their own generation to
serve their communities through
campaigning, volunteering, fund‐
raising, fighting injustice or over‐
coming extreme life challenges.
Although their causes and back‐
grounds are varied, what they all
have in common is that they are
changing their communities and

See APOORVA, page 20

Arianna Cao of Evergreen
Valley High School wins
bronze medal at the SA
Fencing Junior Olympics

By William Bellou
Publisher

A
rianna Cao, rising junior at Evergreen
Valley High School, has won the bronze
medal at the USA Fencing Junior

Olympics Championships held in Colorado
Springs, Colorado on July 4.

Cao won the cadet event (up to age 17) and
also placed in the top 16 in the Division I event,
which fencers of any age above 13 with a C
rank or above may participate.

"In June, I competed in a smaller competi‐
tion where I floundered,” explained Arianna. “I
feared that the shelter‐in‐place in California
meant West Coast fencers lost out on training
and chances to compete. However, my coaches
believed in me and constantly pushed me to
improve. This has   been my best performance
so far and I'm so excited to continue to com‐
pete as the world opens up again!” 

Arianna Cao trains in San Francisco at
MTeam Fencing with US Olympic Fencing
Coach, Greg Massialas. 

”I owe a lot to my coaches,” Arianna said. “I
See FENCING, page 2

Arriana Cao (right) wins a match at Juinor Olympics
Fencing Competition,and received a bronze medal.

Young hero Apoorva
Panidapu of Evergreen
receives Diana Award
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Fencing
Continued from page 1
want to thank coach Dean for giving me
such great confidence; coach James for the
tactical tricks and strategies; and coach
Greg for directing and advising me through
critical matches and also giving me the con‐

fidence to implement the tactical tricks and
strategies at the tournament, often late into
the night. 

The Junior Olympics is an annual nation‐
al tournament that takes place each July in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Nearly 1200
fencers arrive at the Pennsylvania Conven‐
tion Center each day to compete.

Above: Medal winners at the USA Fencing Junior Olympics Championships held in Colorado Springs,
Colorado. on July 4 are (left to right) Gabrielle Gebala, Daniella Davia, Emily Jing, Katerina Lung,
Ivy Zheng, Crystal Qian, Arianna Cao, and Ryanne Leslie.

Medal winners at the USA Fencing Junior Olympics Championships held in Colorado Springs, Col-
orado on July 4  are (left to right): Ivy Zheng, Crystal Qian, Arianna Cao, and Ryanne Leslie.

DILEMMA

I adopted a dog,
now what?
Tips for returning to the office!

Pet adoptions rose dramatically during
the pandemic. 

Now that people are starting to plan a re‐
turn to the office ‐ what does that mean for
your new furry friend who is
used to having you around all
the time? We have tips from
dog behaviorist and Halo co‐
founder Cesar Millan (inset,
right) on how to make this
transition! 

Cesar’s top tips:
START SLOWLY!
Going from being around

all the time to away during the day is a big
change for pets. Dogs thrive on consistency
so if your dog isn’t used to being alone, ease
them into it with short trips away. You can
gradually add more time to your time away
from home. The good news is that like hu‐
mans, dogs are able to adapt! 

PREPARE BEFORE YOU LEAVE!
Dogs, like humans, are diurnal, so taking

walks in the morning is ideal. I recommend
setting aside thirty minutes to a full hour.
Once your walk is complete, reward your
dog by feeding them when you return

home. By providing a meal af‐
ter the walk, you have allowed
your dog to “work” for food
and water. 

PLAN FREQUENT WALKS! 
If you are going to be away

from home for extended peri‐
ods of time, it is important to
plan enough exercise for your

See NEW DOG, page 15
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By William Bellou
Publisher

A
merica's Got Talent returned to TV
last month and with the start of this
season’s auditions America got to

witness one of the world’s greatest Taek‐
wondo performances ever caught on tape.  

“This Olympic‐worthy World Taekwondo
act is the best I’ve ever seen!” stated Simon
Cowell

Teammates Kelsey Ha, and Sean and Cas‐
sidy Wallace grew up in Evergreen. 

When the World Taekwondo demonstra‐
tion team took center‐stage, the Athletes,
including three team members from Ever‐
green Valley, captivated the judges and au‐
dience with a high‐flying display of strength
and discipline. 

The team missed the 2021 Tokyo
Olympics, but they did earn Gold on AGT
(America’s Got Talent) with a Golden
Buzzer award bestowed by host Terry
Crews. 

The World Taekwondo Demonstration
team includes three team members from
Evergreen Valley. Teammates Kelsey Ha, 24,
Sean Wallace, 23, and Cassidy Wallace, 20,
all grew up in Evergreen. Sean and Cassidy
trained with Team‐M Taekwondo, joining

the team in Jan. 2018; and Kelsey also
trained with Team‐M Taekwondo, joining
the team in Oct. 2009. 

All three teammates joined World Taek‐
wondo earlier this year.   

Kelsey attended Evergreen Kindercare,
Norwood Creek Elementary, Quimby Oak
Middle School, and Evergreen Valley High
School. Sean and Cassidy attended Silver
Oak Elementary and Chaboya Middle
School. 

Cassidy explained that the three of them
were all friends living in Evergreen prior to
joining the team. “When Sean and I first
joined Team‐M's Community Program, we
were rather intimidated by the incredible
skill and accomplishments of our new
teammates,” Cassidy said. “Some we had
never met, and the rest (including Kelsey)
we had only known as coaches at seminars.
Over the past couple of years, however, our
shared experiences at training and compe‐
tition have brought the three of us very
close. Sean and I both feel extremely lucky
to call Kelsey one of our very best friends.”

"We were invited to perform at the
Olympics but unfortunately we could not
do it due to COVID," said Kelsey, referring to
the global pandemic that postponed the

Olympics by a year.  During the telecast, Si‐
mon Cowell responded, "So you could say
you chose us over the Olympics." 

The World Taekwondo team performed
choreographed action sequences that could
have created for a big‐budget Hollywood
action film. With intricate skill, they broke
dozens of difficultly‐placed song‐pans
(wooden boards). They ended their per‐
formance with a banner that read: "Peace is
more precious than Triumph," and received

thunderous applause from the audience.
"Performing with the World Taekwondo

teammates felt like a dream,” said Ha, who
joined the team in 2009. “Getting the oppor‐
tunity to represent Taekwondo on the
largest stage in the world (and in front of
my favorite celebrities) made it all feel so
surreal.”

Ha said her heart has been filled with
gratitude by all of the responses and over‐

See TALENT, page 17

Above left: Golden Buzzer winning World Taekwondo Demonstration Team members from Ever-
green Valley include (L to R) Kelsey Ha, Sean Wallace, and Cassidy Wallace. Above right: The
World Taekwondo Demonstration Team is introduced on America's Got Talent.

'AMERICA'S GOT TALENT' GOLDEN BUZZER WINNER 

World Taekwondo Demonstration
Team has roots in Evergreen  
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Annual event brought more 
than 2000 people together

By Kevin Larsen
Times Staff Writer

S
omething special and wonderful happens
annually: The Sikhs of Evergreen hold their
4th of July complimentary Ice Cream Social

and thousands came.
The event brought people together of all na‐

tionalities and religions for the first time after
the pandemic.

So beautiful were the fountains and moon lit

twilight sky that many came simply to just stroll
around at the Gurdwara, eat their ice cream and
watch the fireworks happening throughout the
valley.

The event kicked off with a beautiful prayer
for all and that was followed by the national Sikh
Anthem sung by young ones.  Then a local resi‐
dent sang the Star‐Spangled Banner.  She is well
known and her name is Angela Tirado.

“People refer to me as the Voice of San Jose and
tonight I’m honored to share my God given talent
to sing and touch souls as a reminder that free‐
dom is not always free and to honor those who
fought for our freedom,” Angela said.  “This is a
different kind of 4th of July, we are together with
open arms and hearts to celebrate being united,”
said Tirado.  She continued, “I cherish from the
very beginning that I was a community advocate
and welcomed the Gurdwara to be built here and
serve all!”

Once the prayer and songs were sung, the ice
cream line started moving and in the next three
hours more than 30 large cartons of ice cream
were scooped out for the crowd.  Children were
welcomed back for another scoop too!

President Dhillon of the Gurdwara stated,
“America is the land of the free.  Some lucky ones
were born here.  Immigrants come here to find
Freedom, Liberty and Justice for all!  An impor‐
tant thing our guests at this event might wish to
know is that, Sikhs believe, it does not matter
what your status, religion, background or cul‐

ture are, we welcome you to this beautiful Gurd‐
wara on the hill.  Tonight, as we celebrate the
birth of America, we understand that it is a land
of opportunity and those who seek opportunity
are the true Americans and they follow their
American Dream in their own way.  Our ances‐
tors fought hard to get themselves free from the
British government and many laid down their
lives and we are greatly indebted to them today.”

Vice President of the Gurdwara, Dr. Gurinder
Pal stated, “The values taught by the Sikh reli‐
gion are in tune with the values of the United
States of America.”

Many people of all cultures commented, “Good
to see things getting back to normal after the
pandemic… ‘I like the location for it is very beau‐
tiful up here’…  ‘I bring visitors here often and tell
them as they look out below, ‘this is the Silicon
Valley, it all happened here!’”

The event went into the evening with beautiful
night air, vista views, flowing water fountains,
complimentary vegetarian dinners and the most
delicious ice cream ever churned!  More impor‐
tant than all those things was the building of
community spirit and togetherness.  People
smiled at each other.  

When complimented on the event and how
much power it took to create it for the communi‐
ty, a leader of the Gurdwara said, “It’s not power
that allows us to have this, it’s love.”

Thousands attend 4th of July
‘Ice Cream Social’ celebration at
San Jose Gurdwara in Evergreen

Lia Ly of Evergreen
named to Emerson
College Spring
2021 Dean's List

L
ia Ly, a native of Evergreen
Valley, has been named to
Emerson College's Dean's List

for the Spring 2021 semester. 
Ly is majoring in Writing, Litera‐

ture and Publishing and is a mem‐
ber of the Class of 2024. 

The requirement to make Emer‐
son's Dean's List is a grade point av‐
erage of 3.7 or higher.

Based in Boston, Massachusetts,
opposite the historic Boston Com‐
mon and in the heart of the city's
Theatre District, Emerson College
educates individuals who will solve
problems and change the world
through engaged leadership in
communication and the arts, a mis‐
sion informed by liberal learning. 

New digital Pop‑Up
Library available
at Mineta San José 
International Airport

Nearly 400 eBook titles are now
available for download at Mineta
San José International Airport (SJC)
using the new Pop‐Up Library
made possible through a partner‐
ship between the San José Public Li‐
brary (SJPL) and SJC.

“We’re excited to partner with
the airport to provide all passen‐
gers the opportunity to access free
eBooks on the go,” said Jill Bourne,
City Librarian. 

The Pop‐Up Library, powered by
Axis360, is a small network device
that creates instant access to some
of the library’s Axis 360 digital col‐
lection through a Wi‐Fi network.
This new service is free to the public
and does not require a library card,
data plan, or an app to be installed.
Anyone can use this service by con‐
necting to the Pop‐Up Library’s Wi‐
Fi network “SJPL Free eBooks” lo‐
cated near Gate 12 and Gate 24.

To learn more about this new
service, visit sjpl.org/PopUpLi‐
brary 

Voice of San Jose, Angela Tirado, is pictured with San
Jose Gurdwara President Bob Dhillon during the July
4th Ice Cream Social.
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More than a dozen
pets killed, according
to residents

By William Bellou
Publisher

T
he coyote problem affecting
pet owners of Evergreen’s Vil‐
lages Golf & Country Club, a

residential community for people
age 55 and over, hit the airwaves
with a report on ABC 7 News.

The ABC 7 report quoted resi‐
dents saying coyotes have been at‐
tacking and killing their dogs and
cats. Villages resident Cheryl Gen‐
ovesi said that more than some 12
pets died from coyote attacks in the
last 15 months, plus a number of
pets have been injured. 

"This coyote came out of
nowhere," resident Diana Holcomb
told the TV news station, describing
an attack in May, when she said a
coyote picked up and killed her
maltipoo as she was still holding
onto the small dog's short leash.
"We were ambushed when the coy‐
ote picked her up and punctured
her and broke her neck. She was
screaming, I was screaming, trying
to get her pulled up into my arms.
"She was already dead. She was
dead instantly."

One explanation of the attacks is
that drought conditions have made
food and water scarce and they like
the serene Villages community with
its abundant water sources. 

Coyotes seem to be approaching
people and pets more frequently
without much fear, but experts say
the animals are naturally afraid of
humans, but they may see small
pets as prey, and if the coyotes lose
their fear of people, that can spell
trouble. 

Villages residents are trying to
defend their pets by taking bear
spray and weapons on walks with
them, as well as trying to chase off
the coyotes — leading one man to
trip and fall, sending him to the hos‐
pital. "I got it off into the bushes, but
fell doing it," Nelson Frick told ABC
7 News.

Their efforts haven't met with the
success they hoped, according to
Holcomb: "Even if I had the bear
spray with me — because I was just
taking her out for a second — I
couldn't have pulled it out fast
enough, because it was there, and it
was on [the dog] in seconds."

The residence community's gen‐
eral manager, Tim Sutherland,
called it an "ongoing co‐existence
battle," saying the coyotes in the
area have lost their fear of humans.
The Villages is trying to educate res‐
idents on ways to eliminate food
sources (like bird feed and pet food
left outside) in hopes of giving the
animals fewer reasons to come
around.

"Coyotes that are fed in residen‐
tial neighborhoods can lose their
fear of people and may eventually
test humans (and pets) as possible

prey," according to the Urban Coy‐
ote Research Project. "Intentional
feeding, such as bait stations in
yards or parks, should be strictly
avoided. However, many people un‐

intentionally feed coyotes by leav‐
ing pet food or garbage out at night
or having large bird feeders. Coy‐
otes are usually not interested in
bird food, but bird feeders often at‐

tract rodents, especially squirrels,
which then attract coyotes."

"I don't think there's enough bird
feeders to attract all the coyotes that
we're dealing with now," said Frick,

who said one of his dogs was also
killed by a coyote in May.

California Senator Dave Cortese's
office said the lawmaker has been

See COYOTES, page 9

SERVING EVERGREEN & SILVER CREEK VALLEY SINCE 1982 n ONLINE: EVERGREENTIMES.COM EVERGREEN TIMES n JULY 16 – JULY 29, 2021 n PAGE 7

Times Feature

Coyote problem affecting The Villages Golf and Country Club pet owners hits the airwaves on ABC 7 news station
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Coyotes
Continued from page 7
helping seek solutions to the issue. 

"Our Department of Fish and Wildlife
has been working closely with The Villages
management and staff over the past sever‐
al months to monitor this situation and ad‐
minister the best course of action," the
senator's office wrote in a statement pro‐
vided to ABC7 News. "My Office is also in
regular communication with the Depart‐
ment of Fish and Wildlife and The Villages
to serve as a resource and evaluate what
can potentially be done on the legislative
level to help to reduce these types of con‐
flicts with coyotes in our community."

Residents of the community shared a
letter from Sen. Cortese in which he said
that The Villages Homeowners Associa‐
tion has the authority to decide whether to
trap and euthanize the coyotes.

Presidents’ Council Teams Up on Coy‑
ote Concern

At their June meeting, the presidents
and vice presidents of the three Villages
Boards (Club, Association and Homeown‐
ers’) focused on the coyote issue that is of
such great concern. All Presidents’ Council
members agreed that until the coyotes’
population or behavior can be changed;
human behavior must change. 

The Villages will be presenting a Zoom
Town Hall meeting with coyote expert,
Carolyn Whitesell, on Tuesday, August 10
at 10 a.m. In the meantime, the Villages has
outlined a three‐prong approach, which is
illustrated in the chart on page 7. 

Santa Clara
County to 
receive Reid‑
Hillview Airport
toxicity report
Process begins to potentially
close Reid‑Hillview Airport

By Lloyd Alaban
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

S
anta Clara County has started the
process to close Reid‐Hillview Airport,
but its future—and the supposed dan‐

ger of lead exposure to surrounding resi‐
dents—hangs on an upcoming health survey.

The survey, conducted by the county, will
be released to the Board of Supervisors on
Aug. 17, according to county officials. It will
examine whether residents in Reid‐
Hillview’s flight path—the Latino‐heavy East
San Jose—are exposed to lead from planes
flying overhead, as well as give recommen‐
dations for land use and updates on poten‐
tially closing the airport.

The county will hold two community
meetings to solicit input: one on Aug. 11 at 6
p.m. primarily for East San Jose residents
and another on Aug. 12 at 6 p.m. for South
County residents.  County officials were not

immediately available for comment about
the airport’s closure.

Unlike cars, where leaded fuel is banned
by federal law, some airplane fuel still con‐
tains lead, believed for decades to contribute
to cancer.  If Santa Clara County supervisors
go through with a proposal to consolidate
Reid‐Hillview’s operations with San Martin
Airport just outside of Gilroy, San Martin res‐
idents could be exposed to elevated lead lev‐
els.

“We’ve been seeing quite a few articles in
regard to how San Jose residents feel about
the closure (of Reid‐Hillview),” said Sharon
Luna, secretary of the San Martin Neighbor‐
hood Alliance. “Sometimes it’s for the clo‐
sure, sometimes it’s not.”  Luna said the al‐
liance lobbied the county for months to be in‐
cluded in conversations about consolidating
Reid‐Hillview’s operations in San Martin. 

They’re concerned that the county hasn’t
consulted San Martin residents enough

about the consolidation and without know‐
ing for sure if lead contamination is solely
from planes.

She also feels that even if the upcoming
survey doesn’t find lead exposure, San Mar‐
tin could still be used for Reid‐Hillview’s op‐
erations. Luna recounted watching a conver‐
sation Supervisor Cindy Chavez had with ad‐
vocacy group Mothers Out Front in May.
When Luna’s colleague, alliance president
Stephen McHenry, asked Chavez if she was in
favor of closing the airport even if the planes
there switched to unleaded fuel, Chavez re‐
sponded, “I probably would.”  “But let me just
say one thing about (unleaded fuel) as a pos‐
sibility,” Chavez said at the time. “I think it’s
very likely over the next 20 years we’ll see
leaded fuel go away, but that’s an awfully
long time for communities impacted by lead
to suffer with it.”

Chavez introduced a motion in 2018 to
stop accepting federal grants to fund the air‐
port. The decision called for exploring 

See AIRPORT, page 12

Reid-Hillview Airport in East San Jose. File photo.
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and Af-
firming Congregation, and
celebrate members of the
LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM,
with communion open to
all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-

tions, informative lec-
tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all
in a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.or
g or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always,
right after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, wor-
ship and giving to our lo-
cal community. We are
proud to be UCC, Open
and Affirming (O&A) and
welcome members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco

Night Ministry, Second
Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities Re-
sponding to End Poverty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00
AM followed by fellow-
ship and refreshments.
1st Sunday in Worship:
Holy Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of be-
lievers, a family of all
ages, where each mem-
ber feels welcomed,
loved, valued and em-
powered to serve. Chil-
dren are especially wel-
comed and cherished as
an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Congre-
gational Church of Almaden
Valley, UCC. The Episcopal
Church in Almaden offers
the following regular oppor-
tunities for worship: Sun-
day at 7:30AM and
10:45AM, Holy Commun-
ion service. Each Sunday
service is followed by a
coffee hour for friendship
and conversation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave, 
San Jose, CA 95148.
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine holy book that
guides Muslims to prac-
tice Islam. 
Please visit our website to
learn more. 
Jazāk Allāhu Khayran!

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning to-
gether.  Worship services
are at 10:00 AM at the Ho-
race Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship in-
cludes both contemporary
and traditional music, a
message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counseling,
and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every
Sunday at 11.00 am

Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond Av-
enue. You can reach the
school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 & 11:00
AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-
nity, promoting spiritual

growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We offer
children's religious edu-
cation (CREATE); Youth
Ministry (BLAST & X-
STATIC); Scripture Study
(day & evening); Se-
nior's Group and many
other adult ministries as
well. Saint Anthony
parish is located
in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and 1 - 4 p.m. For more
information, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or "stu-
dent." A Sikh is a practi-
tioner of the faith founded
in the 15th century by
Guru Nanak in Punjab of
old British India.  A Guru
who is a "teacher" or "en-
lightener" completes the
relationship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism is
monotheistic and stresses
the equality of all men and
women. Sikhs believe in
three basic principles;
meditating on the name of
God (praying), earning a
living by honest means
and sharing the fruits of
one's labor with others.
Currently there  are close
to one million Sikhs living
in the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs living
around the world. Sikhism
is the 5th largest religion
in the world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome all.
We pray daily for peace
and prosperity for every-
body in the world.  Come
to visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days
of the year and serves
complementary vegetari-
an meals.  We also en-
courage you to enter our
history room on site and
walk the beautiful

grounds. Learn more
about us and community
events we sponsor by vis-
iting our website;
http://www. SanJoseGur-
dwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com 
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an in-
clusive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as Dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ in
the footsteps of St. Fran-
cis, offering prayerful and
joyful liturgies; evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and serv-
ice opportunities to the
community. We offer spiri-
tual opportunities for all
ages, including children's
liturgy, dynamic E.C.H.O -
Jr. High, IGNITE - High
School and North Star -
Young Adult Ministries,
along with small faith
communities and opportu-
nities to help the poor and
marginalized of San Jose.
Our Preschool is the only
Catholic Preschool offer-
ing quality family oriented
service in the Evergreen
and Silver Creek areas.
Our Chapel, Gathering
Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
sion Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Garden
and Preschool are all lo-
cated at 5111 San Felipe
Rd. Please come join us
to worship at one of the
following times and loca-
tions: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may
grow and share our gifts
to help build God's Kingdom!
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Times Feature

OP ED

Racism and
sexism in the
music industry

By Sachi Uttarwar
“The Voice of Gen Z”

M
usic is universal. It is poetic, raw, tran‐
quil, gut‐wrenching, heart‐racing, pas‐
sionate, intoxicating, electrifying, and

plain beautiful. 
Music can move us and transport us into an‐

other place and time of our lives. While sitting
in our homes, music can send us to a field of
flowers and wild grass in the middle of
nowhere or a high‐energy party in the suburbs.
Music has no bounds and can connect people
who speak different languages and live across
the world from each other. 

We connect with artists who pour their truth
into music and sometimes find a role model in
them or relate to their background and experi‐
ences or struggles they’ve faced. While music
may be straight to the point and simple, the mu‐
sic industry is not, and we’re going to unpack
how race and gender play a role in the industry.
It should be noted that there are other ways the
industry discriminates against people, like
based on sexuality, but for now, we are going to
focus on race and gender.

With the 2021 Grammys came a lot of news
of racism and xenophobia. The Weekend had a
very successful past year with one of the biggest
albums of the year, After Hours, and the most
popular song of the year, “Blinding Lights.” Af‐
ter his exponential success, his lack of Grammy
nominations didn't make sense. He spoke out
about the lack of transparency of the Grammys,
to which many other artists added on their own
experiences and opinions. Nicki Minaj spoke
out about not winning the “Best New Artist”
award in 2012 despite having seven songs on
the Billboard Charts and having a bigger first
week than any other female rapper with her al‐
bum, yet she lost to a white male artist, Bon Iver.
BIPOC artists have been snubbed numerous
times, year after year while having the im‐
mense success that is well‐deserving of nomi‐
nations and wins. We saw a similar pattern with
the well‐known and loved K‐Pop group, BTS.
BTS had a great past year, along with the Week‐
end, and beat YouTube records while getting
their first Grammy nomination for “Best Pop
Group/Duo Performance.”

What's unfortunate is that BTS only received
some recognition from the Grammys and other
award shows now, even though they have been
killing it in the music world for years. What is
also something to consider is that generally,
when artists or groups are nominated for music
that isn’t in English, they are nominated in a
separate category. 

For example, Latinx artists are always nomi‐
nated under categories like “Latin Pop” instead
of “Pop.” This makes it seem like their music is
good but not good enough to compete with
English‐based artists, which is completely
wrong. The music industry, including but not
exclusive to these award shows, needs to ac‐
tively broaden its coverage of music to include
places outside the US and recognize non‐West‐
ern artists for their talent and contributions to
the music world. They also need to stop being
racist and promote diversity instead of sup‐
pressing it and acknowledge the amazing
BIPOC voices in music.

But what about gender? We have covered
some of the racism and xenophobia of the in‐
dustry, but not the gender biases. Like every
other field, inequality between men and
women exists in the music industry. One artist
who has faced a lot of sexism in her career is
Nicki Minaj. Nicki Minaj is one of the most suc‐
cessful female rap artists since the late 2000s
and what is most admirable about her

success is the fact that she is ruling a male‐
dominated genre. In 2017, she took to Twitter
to talk about how many musicians in the indus‐
try were glad to work with male rappers like
Drake, J. Cole, and Kendrick Lamar, but did not
want to collaborate with her and other women.
For women to succeed in the music industry,
she mentioned that they have to work twice as
hard as men to garner recognition, and even af‐
ter doing so, they are still not viewed at the
same level as men.

Taylor Swift is another artist who has faced
immense sexism in her career. She is one of the
most famous artists today and is highly ap‐
plauded for her songwriting ability, but it’s her
songwriting that attracts the haters. Taylor
writes about her exes like every artist, but she
discussed in an interview that no one hates Ed
Sheeran, Bruno Mars, or other male artists for
doing the same thing. When women do this,
they are villainized for it and given sexist labels. 

People are always finding the smallest rea‐
sons to hate female artists while excusing the
problematic behavior of male artists. There is
also the fact that with working harder; women
have to keep reinventing themselves to hold
onto people's interests, while men can explore
the same kind of music for years and still be suc‐
cessful. The industry should be encouraging
more female producers and artists to pursue
music instead of bringing in more sexist and
misogynistic people.

In regards to all of this, while there is nothing
we can do to fix the industry from the inside, we
can still make small impacts. We can listen to
music from artists that are female, BIPOC, out‐
side the US, and part of the LGBTQ+ community
to support artists who face discrimination by
sexuality, gender, and race in this industry. We
will be supporting their careers and everything
they stand

for, which is fighting racism, sexism, and oth‐
er types of discrimination in the industry. We
can also spread awareness about these issues
that plague the industry and educate ourselves
more on the reaches of racism and sexism.

Make sure to use your VOICE for good! You
can find the Voice of Gen Z on Instagram
(@thevoiceofgenz,) on YouTube (the Voice of
Gen Z,) and our website (https://thevoiceof‐
genz.squarespace.com/)! See you next month!

Editor’s note: Sachi Uttarwar is a junior at
Evergreen Valley High School and the creator
of The Voice of Gen Z, a website and YouTube
channel where she uses her voice, both literally
and metaphorically. 

Sachi
Uttarwar
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Airport
Continued from page 9
alternative land uses once funding runs out
in 2031 and the airport closes.  Supervisors
voted in November to begin the planning
process for closing the airport and repur‐
posing the land. They also voted to explore
the possibility of consolidating Reid‐
Hillview’s aviation with the San Martin Air‐
port, approximately 23 miles southeast of
Reid‐Hillview.

Chavez’s response, combined with
months of lobbying for the county to look
for alternatives to closing Reid‐Hillview,
didn’t sit well with the alliance.  “We just feel
like there is more to it than lead,” Luna said.
San Martin, with 6,803 residents according
to 2019 estimates from the U.S. Census Bu‐
reau, has fewer people living close to its air‐
port than the area surrounding Reid‐
Hillview.

Luna believes leaving Reid‐Hillview Air‐
port open will help with faster response to
wildfires, like the one San Martin experi‐
enced last month.  “Our recent fire in the
hillside was handled by airplanes and a hel‐
icopter,” Luna said. “What would happen if
that happened to those in the hillsides of
East San Jose? Where would assistance
come from?”

But proponents of the airport closure say
nearby residents are exposed to noise, lead
levels and the dangers of living in a flight
path. They point to the inequities already
experienced by East San Jose residents and
say the land could be used for much better

purposes, such as critically‐needed afford‐
able housing.

“The time to close Reid‐Hillview Airport
has come,” Salvador “Chava” Bustamante,
executive director of Latinos United for a
New America, previously told San José Spot‐
light. “This (airport) is not only an environ‐
mental justice issue, but also a huge land use
mistake. This 180 acres of publicly owned
land could be put to better use.”

A group of San Jose State University stu‐
dents surveyed residents in the vicinity of
Reid‐Hillview last month and found that a
majority of the 40 respondents are in favor
of closing the airport, which somewhat con‐
tradicts a District 5 United survey that
found two‐thirds of the 1,300 people sur‐
veyed are in favor of keeping the airport
open.

The students, part of the university’s mas‐
ters of social work program, found that
some respondents were unaware of poten‐
tial lead exposure from plane fuel.

“It was just such a flawed methodology.
Anybody in the world or us could fill it out,”
Maricela Lechuga, one of the students who
conducted the resident survey, said about
the District 5 United survey. “Not everybody
in this community has access to the inter‐
net.”

Luna says she doesn’t want any rash deci‐
sions made. Instead, she’s waiting on the
toxicity survey to give her more informa‐
tion.  “If the lead study shows there is lead
from planes, then why would you move it
down here?” Luna said. “Are we going to be
sacrificed?”
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Jaimie Nguyen and Hailee Henny, two
incoming high school sophomores at
Evergreen Valley High School, have

spent over nine years learning music and
playing instruments. 

From jamming out to songs on the radio
to playing a classical excerpt on the piano,
both Jaimie and Hailee developed a deep
passion for music.  

Wanting to create an environment where
others could experience the same feelings,
Jaimie and Hailee implemented Young Mu‐
sic Theorists throughout their community,
where this organization committed to
teaching young students the power and im‐
portance of song. 

This summer, Young Music Theorists
completed their first music theory camp,
Camp Treble. Throughout this camp, they
have taught their students the fundamen‐
tals of music that are needed to play any
instrument and analyze music. 

Although all students started as begin‐
ners, with some not having any musical ex‐
perience, all Camp Treble students were
able to compose their own pieces by the
end of camp.  Hailee and Jaimie aimed to
foster a creative outlet for students to ex‐
press themselves through music. 

When asked about the reason that Jaimie
and Hailee started this organization, Jaimie
responded, “Through Young Music Theo‐
rists, we’ve been able to spread our love of
music to young people the same way our
own piano teachers have. I have always
looked up to my piano teacher as a role
model and admired him for sharing his
knowledge of music with me in such an en‐
gaging way. I hope to be the same role mod‐

el he was for me to our students and share
what I know about music with more people.”

Responding to the same question,
Hailee stated, “We know firsthand how
frustrating learning music can be. At the
same time, being able to use our skills to
play or create something beautiful is so
rewarding. By encouraging our students
to push through the frustration and hard
work, we can share with them the reward‐
ing feeling of being able to finally play that
challenging piece, or understanding a dif‐
ficult concept and being able to incorpo‐
rate that into their own compositions.”

Young Music Theorists’ second camp,
Camp Bass, is focused on teaching more
difficult and advanced concepts in music
theory. Students attending will learn more
about the topics covered in the first camp,
as well as many new concepts integral to
the music learning process. At the end of
Camp Bass, students will have the skills
necessary to produce complex pieces and
understand all of the components that go
into their compositions. 

Jaimie and Hailee hope to expand Young
Music Theorists to provide their students
more opportunities to perform their orig‐
inal compositions and become passionate
musicians. They are excited to witness the
musical development of all of their stu‐
dents in the future.  With only one camp
being completed so far and the organiza‐
tion being in its early stages, this is just
the beginning for Young Music Theorists. 

For more information about registering
for Young Music Theorists, head to their
website tinyurl.com/youngmusictheorists.

Young Music Theorists are
committed to teaching youth the
power and importance of song 

Times Feature
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Zero the hero
By Apoorva Panidapu

Special to the Times

H
i everyone! As a recap: this column is
a place to learn about various STEM
topics that I find exciting,

and that I hope will excite you
too. This column will always be
written to be fairly accessible,
so you don’t have to worry
about not having background
knowledge..

Now, what are we going to
talk about today? Nothing!

To be clear, today we’ll be
briefly discussing the fascinat‐
ing history of the number zero.
Now, using the term “number”
is a little presumptuous, be‐
cause it first came into play as a
placeholder.

In particular, the first known ap‐
pearance of this idea of zero was
in Mesopotamia, around 5,000
years ago. The Sumerians used a
counting system for practicality‐‐
to count their goods and to keep
track of things like wild horses and cattle. In
writing, scribes used spaces to denote the
absence of a number in a place (hence the
term placeholder). Naturally, this idea
eventually made its way over to the Baby‐
lonian empire around 4000 years ago, and
they were the first to really use a symbol
(instead of a space) to indicate this absence.
Their symbol looked like the following:

For example, the number
808 means we have no tens,
i.e. there is an absence of tens.
But at this point, zero was just
a symbol‐‐ the Sumerians and

Babylonians didn’t know how to perform
operations with it. 

Independently, the Mayans also coined a
symbol for zero around 350 A.D, using it as
a placeholder in their (very confusing) cal‐
endar systems. Similar to the Babylonians,
they never used it with operations or calcu‐
lations. Their zero looked like this:

And now, the big moment when zero
transforms from a sidekick (a placeholder)
to a hero (a number)! This change took
place in India, where zero (“shunya” in San‐
skrit) became a mathematical concept. The
concept of zero first appeared around 458
AD. The first example of a written zero was
found in India, carved on the side of a tem‐
ple wall. It dates back to the ninth century,
and was thought to be the earliest record.
However, researchers later recovered an
ancient record called the Bakhshali Manu‑
script, which scientists also thought came
from the ninth century. But, via carbon dat‐
ing, it was discovered that it was likely writ‐
ten as early as the third or fourth century,
making it the new earliest record of zero as
a number! The Indian number system
evolved into the one we used today, as they
used nine number symbols with zero de‐

noted as a dot. In 628 AD, Indian mathe‐
matician Brahmagupta was the first to for‐
malize operations using zero, as he quanti‐
fied it in addition and subtraction. He at‐
tempted to also formalize zero in division,
but had a hard time with this problem
(which will be addressed later).  

As mathematics flourished
and developed, these ideas
started making their way east‐
wards to China, and westwards
to Islamic and Arabic cultures.
Zero journeyed with Arabian
voyagers and arrived at Bagh‐
dad in 773 AD. The Arabian
mathematicians started to base
their number system on India’s
system, and started working
their own magic with zero. 

In fact, in the ninth century,
polymath Mohammed ibn‐Musa
al‐Khowarizmi was the first to
develop the beginnings of alge‐

bra, solving equations equal to
zero. He called zero “sifr,” which
the word “cipher” is derived from.
By 879 AD, the symbol for zero
looked like how we write it today‐
‐ as an oval. (But, at this time it was

smaller than the other numbers.)
At first, the idea of zero was viewed as a

villain instead of a hero in Europe. In partic‐
ular, the Roman Empire’s established num‐
ber system opposed the Hindu‐Arabic sys‐
tem. But, in the 13th century, European
mathematicians like Fibonacci celebrated
zero (the hero) by using it in their works, in
turn advocating for this new number sys‐
tem. Thus, zero became a part of Europe’s
mathematics. 

In the following centuries, mathematics
evolved from no longer being solely about
practicality, but to a beautiful world of ab‐
stract concepts and beautiful structures. In
this evolution, zero has continued to be a
mathematical wonder. Yet, the problem of
division by zero confounded many. Work‐
ing with this problem formed the corner‐
stone of calculus. Calculus would allow any‐
one to break systems into smaller and
smaller units that approach zero, meaning
we wouldn’t have to divide by 0. (Interest‐
ingly enough, researchers found earlier
signs of calculus in India before Leibniz and
Newton’s works, likely a result of India be‐
ing the first to champion zero as a number!) 

Nowadays, it’s hard to imagine our lives
without our hero, zero. It’s something
schools take for granted to explain we have
nothing of something. It helped create the
foundation of computer programming‐‐ the
binary number system. It plays an integral
role in physics, economics, and so many
other fields. So it seems that something can
indeed come from nothing. All hail zero the
hero!

To end this, I want to give you a pick‐up
line that will definitely work on anyone:

Are you the number zero? Because I can’t
imagine my life without you.

If you do somehow end up with nada,
zilch, zero results from this line, remember
nothing is still...something? 

Until next time! 
If you found this interesting, make sure to

check out the next column! Again, if you have
any questions or comments, please email me
at apoorvapwrites@gmail.com. 

Gems in
STEM

By Apoorva
Panidapu



San Jose 
residents defy
orders, light
fireworks

By Eli Wolfe
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

S
an Jose residents lit up the
night sky on Independence
Day, ignoring weeks of pleas

and threats from city and county of‐
ficials to not set off illegal fireworks.

The full scope of the evening’s ex‐
plosive festival is not available yet,
but the first batch of data is a mixed
bag.

The San Jose Fire Department re‐
sponded to 20 fireworks‐related
incidents on July 4. For the month
leading up to the holiday, residents
filed 1,644 online reports about
fireworks.

That’s significantly lower than
the 6,601 filed for the same period
in 2020, but San Jose Fire Depart‐
ment spokesperson Erica Ray said
this year’s data is preliminary and
subject to change. She added that
no firework‐related fatalities oc‐
curred on July 4, but the depart‐
ment doesn’t yet have details on in‐
juries.

“The breakdown of fireworks‐re‐
lated incidents still needs to be re‐
viewed by staff and today is a city
holiday,” Ray told San José Spot‐
light on Monday.  The initial figures
suggest that some San Jose resi‐
dents listened to the weeks of
warnings to not set off fireworks
over the weekend. But some offi‐

cials were discouraged that the ed‐
ucational campaign by multiple
agencies seemed to miss a large
chunk of the population.

“I don’t think anyone took heed
of the warnings on illegal fire‐
works,” said Matt Tuttle, San Jose
fire captain and president of the
San Jose Fire Fighters Local 230
union.

Tuttle told San José Spotlight that
crews responded to several fires in
Alviso, but he noted that firework
use appeared fairly widespread
throughout the city. Tuttle did not
express much optimism that offi‐
cials will have more luck curbing
fireworks next year.  “Perhaps a
city sanctioned fireworks show
could help, but people know the
fines and know the risks but illegal
fireworks still occur,” Tuttle said.

Chelsea Burkett, a seasonal fire‐
fighter for the Cal Fire Santa Clara
unit, did not have preliminary data
on complaints. But she told San
José Spotlight that county law en‐
forcement only issued a couple ci‐

tations. The big success was that
firefighters were able to keep
blazes contained to under .01
acres.  “(It’s) amazing, especially
compared to last year’s Fourth of
July—it was quite a decrease in in‐
cidents,” Burkett said. Sanctioned
shows in Morgan Hill and Gilroy
may have helped curtail some illicit
firework use, she said.

Just how many fireworks went
up in the sky on July 4 is unclear.
But it was enough to cause a spike
in air pollution in San Jose, worsen‐
ing the air quality index from good
to moderate overnight.

Videos shared on Twitter show
dozens of multi‐colored explosions
across the San Jose skyline. On so‐
cial media, some residents and offi‐
cials vented against the display.
“The fireworks are completely out
of control,” tweeted Assemblyman
Ash Kalra. “There’s no sympathy
for veterans or others with acute
sensitivity to sounds of explosions.
And, the pets & wildlife. This is
sheer torture for the animals. I’ve
never heard it this bad before and
that says a lot being in San Jose.”
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New dog
Continued from page 2
dog. Dog walkers or a dog day care
will provide exercise and stimula‐
tion your dogs need. Nervous about
leaving your dog in someone else’s
care? The Halo Collar allows you to
track your dog’s activity and where‐
abouts, providing peace of mind for
pack leaders everywhere. 

HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT! 

Focus on practical equipment
that will help you and your dog, and
invest in smart dog training! My
must‐have piece of equipment for
any member of your pack is the
Halo Collar, a smart system that uti‐
lizes proprietary technology and
patented dog psychology to provide
a wireless smart fence, smart train‐
ing, GPS tracker and activity tracker
combined into one easy‐to‐use
smart collar. 

Fireworks are illegal in most of Santa
Clara County. 

Photo courtesy of Pixabay.
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Your Realtor
ad above: 
just $89!
Call now to 

place your ad 
by phone: 

(408) 494-7000

THERESE 
SWAN

tswan@tswan.com
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

DRE:  01355719

(408) 656-8240

N. JEANETTE CAMPA
BROKER

408-661-0203 
www.jabez-realty.com

jeanette@jabez-realty.com
Cal BRE 01327014

JACKIE 
JONES

jjones@cbnorcal.com

(408) 315-6186 
JackieJonesSells.com

MARK & MADELINE
CHIAVETTA

(408) 425-2848
www.thechiavettas.com
info@thechiavettas.com

Times OpEd

SHAWN ANSARI
& SAHAR BINESH

(408) 529-4574
shawn.ansari@compass.com

(408) 348-9197
sahar.binesh@compass.com

The economic benefit 
of community colleges

By Dr. Byron D. Clift Breland
Chancellor of the San Jose ‑ Evergreen 
Community College District (SJECCD)

C
ommunity colleges have always been a sound financial
investment, not only for the students who are able to
obtain high‐quality education and training at a fraction

of the cost of most four‐year universities, but also for the
communities they serve.

A uniquely American idea, community colleges have been

called “the Ellis Island of the middle class” for their ability to
serve students from diverse racial, ethnic and socioeco‐
nomic backgrounds while being one of the nation’s key
drivers of economic mobility.

Local economies benefit from community colleges in a
number of ways, as colleges not only attract their own
highly skilled and educated workforce, but also support lo‐
cal businesses through the procurement of millions of dol‐
lars in goods and services.

Locally, a recent economic impact analysis of San Jose‐
Evergreen Community College District—which operates
Evergreen Valley College, San Jose City College, the Milpitas 

See COLLEGES, page 21Evergreen Valley College. 
Photo courtesy of San-Jose Evergreen Community College District.



Talent
Continued from page 3
whelming support we have received. “I
can't thank my teammates, coaches,
friends, family, and community enough,
and can only hope we make them proud in
the future rounds." 

Sean Wallace, said, "Getting to perform
with my teammates alongside the World
Taekwondo Demonstration Team already
felt like a dream, but us performing on a
stage as large as AGT in front of such large
celebrities makes it feel even more unreal.
I'm incredibly thankful for my coaches,
friends and family for supporting me along
this journey, and hope that we can put on a
show that will make martial arts fans
everywhere proud of the sport."  

Sean’s sister, Cassidy, 20, said, "I never
could have imagined that my almost‐six‐
teen years of martial arts training would
culminate in this: representing taekwondo
on one of the biggest stages in the world. I
am so grateful for the unwavering support
of my teammates and community, and can
only hope to do them justice in the upcom‐
ing rounds." 

Cowell called what they did "one of the
most extraordinary things I’ve seen in all the
years I’ve been on 'America’s Got Talent.'" 

The rest of the judging panel also agreed.
Heidi Klum said the World Taekwondo
demonstration team's act gave her "goose‐
bumps" and Sofia Vergara called them "per‐
fection."

"I’ve never seen anything like this in my
life," Howie Mandel said. "The discipline
that is involved, the message you have,
amazing!

When it came time to vote, Crews said,
"No you don't," and came out to say “that
was the most incredible thing he's ever wit‐
nessed, and because they weren't able to
make it to the Olympics to get a gold medal,
I'm gonna give you something golden right
now," just before hitting the Golden
Buzzer.”

This was truly earned, and Simon's 100
percent right when he says it's a "great
Golden Buzzer" choice on Terry's part.

SERVING EVERGREEN & SILVER CREEK VALLEY SINCE 1982 n ONLINE: EVERGREENTIMES.COM EVERGREEN TIMES n JULY 16 – JULY 29, 2021 n PAGE 17

Times Feature

Above left: The World Taekwondo Demonstration
team makes a high-flying synchronized kick.
Above right: The World Taekwondo demonstra-
tion team may have missed the 2021 Tokyo
Olympics, but they did earn “Gold” on the
Olympics of talent: NBC’s “America’s Got Tal-
ent.” Photo courtesy of Trae Patton/NBC.
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By Ken DeHart  
Add another weapon to your game!
A drop shot is a ball hit short

into your opponents court with
"back or under spin" to make
the ball stop or not bounce for‐
ward ‐ thus bringing your oppo‐
nent up to the net to make a re‐
sponse shot.  This opens up
some options for you to win the
point by lobbing over their head
or making a passing shot to win the
point.

Drop shot is one of the three UNDER‐
SPIN Shots:  
o Drop shot, 
o Chip Shot and 
o Slice.  
Each refers to the depth you hit an

"underspin" shot.
While you do not actually hit under

the ball, you make the ball spin back‐
wards or rotate under!

Who would use a drop shot?
* A player near the net with an oppo‐

nent behind the baseline
* A player who has had to sprint to the

net to retrieve a short by their opponent
* A player who wants to bring a push‐

er to the net so they cannot keep lobby‐
ing

* A player who wants to fatigue an op‐
ponent by making them sprint to the net
then perhaps lobbing over their head to
make them chase back to the baseline to
retrieve the ball

What is a drop shot?
* It is a ball hit short into the service

court of an opponent with back or un‐
derspin to make the ball die or not
bounce forward like a top spin shot

* It should bounce at least twice in the
service box to be effective

* It is not necessarily a winning shot,
just one to keep an opponent off bal‐
ance, make them move and help stop
lobbing by the opponent

Where do you hit a drop shot?
* You would choose to hit a drop shot

when you are at mid‐court or near the
net yourself

* You would not choose to hit a drop
shot from your baseline ‐ in most cases,
unless you are particularly skilled at the
shot and the opponent is near their back
fence or out of the court

* Your shot should bounce at least two
times in the opponent's service court to
be effective

When do you hit a drop shot?
* When you have been drawn up into

the mid court or to the net with an oppo‐
nent back behind their baseline, off to
one side or they are injured and cannot

move well
* When you have practiced the

under spin required to hit a drop
shot and kill the forward mo‐
mentum of the bounce

* To make your opponent
move forward to fatigue them,
stop them from lobbing you or to

end a point 
Why would you drop shot?
* Bring your opponent to the net to

pass or lob them
* Change the momentum in a match
* Stop players from bringing you to the

net and lobbing you
* Make your opponent change their

game
* JUST BECAUSE YOU CAN
Short balls win points ‐ deep balls

cause rallies and lobs!
These are just a few options for you to

add weapons to your game.
Ken DeHart, USA High Performance

Coach, serves as Director of Racquets,
Alpine Hills Tennis & Swimming Club. He is
a PTR Hall of Fame, PTR International
Master Professional, and USPTA Master
Professional. You may contact Ken at
408.892.3806; or email: kendehart@aol.
com; ken@alpinehills.us

TENNIS TIPS

Drop shots

BIPOC mental
health the 
focus in July

By Mary Ann Dewan, Ph.D.
County Superintendent of Schools

July is Minority Mental Health Month,
also known as BIPOC Mental Health
Month. BIPOC stands for Black, Indige‐

nous People, and People of Color. This
month highlights a nationwide effort devel‐
oped to shine a light on the multitude of
mental health experiences within BIPOC
communities. 

The struggles that underrepresented
groups face regarding mental illness in the
U.S. are unique. BIPOC communities face
disproportionate inequities due to systemic
barriers and historical adversity. 

According to the Agency for Healthcare
Research and Quality (AHRQ), “racial and
ethnic minority groups in the U.S. are less
likely to have access to mental health servic‐
es, less likely to use community mental
health services, more likely to use emer‐
gency departments, and more likely to re‐
ceive lower‐quality care. Poor mental
health care access and quality contribute to
poor mental health outcomes, including sui‐
cide, among racial and ethnic minority pop‐
ulations.”

We can help. Together, we can raise
awareness and bring change to community

care, self‐directed care, and cultural care.
Each one is an effective and vital option peo‐
ple can make for their mental health.

• Community Care highlights ways in
which communities of color have provided
support to one another.

• Self‑directed Care emphasizes that
people with mental health and substance
use conditions have decision‐making au‐
thority over services they receive.

• Cultural Care embeds resiliency and
healing practices passed down through gen‐
erations.

The late Bebe Moore Campbell, an author,
journalist, and the co‐founder of NAMI Ur‐
ban Los Angeles said, “Once my loved ones
accepted the diagnosis, healing began for
the entire family, but it took too long. It took
years. Can’t we, as a nation, begin to speed
up that process? We need a national cam‐
paign to destigmatize mental illness, espe‐
cially one targeted toward African Ameri‐
cans. … It’s not shameful to have a mental ill‐
ness. Get treatment. Recovery is possible.”
This month, be sure to share resources, like
ones available from Each Mind Matters or
the Office of Minority Health Resource Cen‐
ter specifically designed for people from di‐
verse communities. Wear a lime green rib‐
bon wherever you go and let other people
know the facts about mental health and how
it impacts your community. 

If you or someone you care about is expe‐
riencing anxiety, depression or other emo‐
tional issues, resources are available. Take
the first step and reach out for confidential
support, counseling, and referral to re‐
sources.
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Groundbreaking ceremony
kicks off $576M project to
restore Anderson Dam

U
.S. representatives joined local officials
July 7 at Anderson Reservoir in north‐
east Morgan Hill for the groundbreak‐

ing ceremony for the Anderson Dam Retrofit
project, which is expected to take up to 10
years to complete.

The long‐awaited $576 million dollar proj‐
ect, which is expected to take up to 19 years
to complete,  will not only protect Santa Clara
Valley residents and properties from poten‐
tial flooding; it will also go a long way toward
improving the region’s water quality and
storage capacities, according to those who
spoke at the ceremony.

Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren—who repre‐

sents the 19th U.S. congressional district,
which includes Santa Clara County—said a
potential failure of Anderson Dam when the
reservoir would be “catastrophic” for Mor‐
gan Hill and throughout the valley. A “wall of
water” would engulf Morgan Hill within 14
minutes and the water would flood all the
way to the San Francisco Bay in such a disas‐
ter, Lofgren said.

Lofgren was joined by Ro Khanna, D‐Santa
Clara to kick off the construction of a 1,700‐
foot‐long outlet tunnel and then rebuild the
240‐foot earthen dam, which first was con‐
structed in 1950. 

The project was ordered by federal dam
regulators over concerns the dam could fail
in a major earthquake. Because the dam had
to be drained, water shortages in Santa Clara
County have worsened this summer.

County takes first step installing
new outlet tunnel for Anderson Dam
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Whether it’s with a phone call, planning
for the future or by placing an order,
please support our advertisers! They
make the Evergreen Times possible!

Aborn Pet Clinic
ADT

Almaden Law
Church on the Rock

Compass Real Estate - Shawn Ansari
EQ1 Real Estate

Evergreen School District
Evergreen Valley College

Grace Church
Jackie Jones - Coldwell Banker

Kindercare
Mr. Peabody’s

N. Jeanette Campa - Jabez Realty
Nothing Bundt Cakes

Oakmont of Evergreen
Silver Creek Academy

SOS Auto Repair
Tasty Pizza
The 5 Social
Valley Water

Times Community News

Apoorva
Continued from page 1
the world. The Award is given out by the
charity of the same name and has the sup‐
port of both her sons, The Duke of Cam‐
bridge and The Duke of Sussex.        

Apoorva was one of 25 students to re‐
ceive the award in the United States and
among 300 globally. She was recognized
for her many talents to help underprivi‐
leged children throughout the world, and
was nominated for the award by the Girls
Leadership Academy Meetup (GLAM), for
which she is a global ambassador, speaker,
and mentor. 

A math prodigy, Apoorva donates funds
she earns through tutoring and through the
sale of her artwork to help visually im‐
paired and tribal schools in India, raising
more than $35,000 for global causes. She
brings art and activism together, with her
painting of George Floyd raising $1,400 for
BLM organizations. She also volunteers at
‘Girls Leadership Academy Meetup’ as a
mentor and as a keynote speaker. To date,
Apoorva has mentored more than 200
young people and continues to encourage
girls to pursue STEM (Science Technology,
Engineering and Math). Apoorva’s column
“Gems in STEM” appears in the Evergreen
Times and the Almaden Times. 

“I’m so honored to receive this presti‐
gious award,” Apoorva said. “Ever since I
was 10 years old, I have reached out to help
underprivileged children across the world
and I will continue to do so the rest of my
life; especially through mentoring young
girls and gender minorities to encourage
them to pursue STEM.”   

Prince Harry
Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex, made a sur‐

prise video address for the ceremony hon‐
oring the latest group of young people get‐
ting Diana Awards for their humanitarian
work and community action.

“I’m truly honored to be celebrating your
work, your commitment to change making,
and the vital role that you’ve taken on rep‐
resenting a new generation of humanitari‐
anism,” Harry told the winners. “Later this
week, my brother and I are recognizing

what would have been our mum’s 60th
birthday, and she would be so proud of you
all for living authentic life with purpose and
with compassion for others.” He went on to
explain that, “Our mum believed that young
people have the power to change the world.
She believed in your strength because she
saw it day in and day out and in the faces of
young people exactly like you, she wit‐
nessed a boundless enthusiasm and pas‐
sion.” He added that his wife Meghan
Markle is equally passionate about sup‐
porting future generations explaining,
“Meg and I fundamentally believe that our
world is at the cusp of change, real change
for the good of all.”

Tessy Ojo, CEO
“We congratulate all our new Diana

Award recipients from the UK and all over
the globe who are change makers for their
generation,” said Tessy Ojo, CEO of the Di‐
ana Award. “We know by receiving this
honor they will inspire more young people
to get involved in their communities and
begin their own journey as active citizens.
For over twenty years The Diana Award has
valued and invested in young people en‐
couraging them to continue to make posi‐
tive change in their communities and lives
of others.”

Award recipients were nominated by
adults who know the young people in a pro‐
fessional capacity and recognize their ef‐
forts as a positive contribution to society.
Through a rigorous nomination process,
these nominators had to demonstrate the
nominee’s impact in five key areas: Vision,
Social Impact, Inspiring Others, Youth Lead‐
ership, and Service Journey.

There are 12 Diana Award Judging Panels
representing each UK region or nation and
a further three panels representing coun‐
tries outside of the UK. Each panel consists
of three judges; one young person, an edu‐
cation or youth work professional, and a
business or government representative.
The panels have an important main pur‐
pose: to determine which nominations
from each UK region/nation/country will
receive The Diana Award. Nominations are
judged using the Criteria Guide and Scoring
Guide which have been created to measure
quality of youth social action.

PHOTO OP
This beautiful Cooper’s hawk was photographed by local real estate broker Jeanette

Campa earlier this week in Cribari Village in the Villages Golf and Country Club in Ever‐
green Valley.
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Colleges
Continued from page 16
College Extension and the Community Col‐
lege Center for Economic Mobility—conduct‐
ed last year by Emsi, an international labor
market analytics firm, found that the district
contributes nearly $900 million to the local
economy each year.

The report concluded that not only does
the school district contribute substantially to
the local economy, but that students, taxpay‐
ers and society in general realize a great re‐
turn on investment from their local commu‐
nity colleges. In San Jose‐Evergreen Commu‐
nity College District’s case, for every $1 spent,
students can expect an increase in $6.10 in
lifetime earnings, taxpayers gain $2.30 in
added tax revenue and society gains $12 in
added income and social savings.

The study also found that a worker with an
associate degree from San Jose City College or
Evergreen Valley College will see an increase
in annual earnings of about $10,000 per year
on average over someone with just a high
school diploma or equivalent in California.

This economic impact is realized through
the cumulative effect of the district’s opera‐
tions, construction, student and alumni activ‐
ities and is enough to support almost 7,000
jobs per year, according to Emsi. This
amounts to a staggering overall impact that
directly benefits many local small, minority‐
owned and women‐owned businesses.

Breaking down the total contributions of
San Jose‐Evergreen Community College Dis‐
trict to the economy, the study highlights the
impact of the district’s proud alumni, whose
employment generated more than $700 mil‐
lion in value.

As the study concludes, the community col‐
lege district benefits Santa Clara County busi‐
nesses by “increasing consumer spending in
the county and supplying a steady flow of
qualified, trained workers to the workforce.”

Additionally, the study found that the dis‐
trict “enriches the lives of students by raising
their lifetime earnings and helping them
achieve their individual potential. The col‐
leges benefit state and local taxpayers
through increased tax receipts and a reduced
demand for government‐supported social
services.”

This confirms the indispensable value of
San Jose‐Evergreen Community College to
our local region, but an analogous study con‐
ducted for nearly any community college
anywhere in the country would arrive at sim‐
ilar findings. 

When it comes to higher education, and
public spending in general, you would be
hard pressed to find a better investment than
your local community college.

Community colleges work. They provide
an affordable way for students wanting to
improve their career options while providing
the workforce needed to fuel a range of in‐
dustries such as health care, hospitality, com‐
puter technology, manufacturing, construc‐
tion trades and more.

Dr. Byron D. Clift Breland is chancellor of
San Jose‑Evergreen Community College Dis‑
trict, which operates San Jose City College,
Evergreen Valley College, the Milpitas College
Extension and the Community College Center
for Economic Mobility. His columns appear pe‑
riodically in the Evergreen Times and the first
Wednesday of each month at San José Spot‑
light. He can be reached at chancellorsof‑
fice@sjeccd.edu.
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some
supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the

school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 
combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 

Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 
Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:

info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

Kitchen/Bath

Jewelry

Clocks

Notice

Notice of 
Nondiscriminatory 

Policy as to Students
The Agape Schools admit students of

any race, color, national and ethnic origin
to all the rights, privileges, programs, and
activities generally accorded or made
available to students at the school. It does
not discriminate on the basis of race, col‐
or, national and ethnic origin in adminis‐
tration of its educational policies, admis‐
sions policies, scholarship and loan pro‐
grams, and athletic and other school ad‐
ministered programs.

SJMN#6547945; January 28, 2021

Advertise here! (408) 494-7000

TimesClassifieds

Employment

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Premium Chan-
nels at No Charge for One Year! Any-
time, anywhere. Some restrictions ap-
ply. W/ 24-mo. agmt TV price higher
in 2nd year. Regional Sports Fee up to
$8.49/mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS
1-408-688-5490

The bathroom of your dreams for as
little as $149/month! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options available. Qual-
ity materials & professional installa-
tion. Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE
virtual in-home consultation now and
SAVE 15%! Call Today! 1-844-988-
1663

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-
1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Sales Director
Direct sales processes for LED technology products. MBA required. 

Seoul Semiconductor, Inc. 
1762 Technology Dr #227, San Jose, CA 95110

IT Manager
Sify Technologies North America Corporation/Sify NA seeks IT

Manager – Instructional Design in Santa Clara, CA. Prepare a range of
cost proposals with appropriate complexity in response to specific solicitation

requirements and relevant regulations. Work on multiple
proposal efforts concurrently toward achievement of a fully compliant

and competitive cost proposal. Work from home may be an option. May
need to relocate/travel to unanticipated client sites. Please send your
Cover Sheet and Resume to 5201 Great America Parkway Suite 132, 

1st Floor, Santa Clara, CA 95054. Attn: Katta Reddy

Notices

CAREGIVER/HOUSE KEEPER 
URGENTLY NEEDED 

This is a live‐out position. Caregiver work schedule: Monday thru
Thursday.  $750 weekly Childcare and light housekeeping.  Must
be able to interact with children, Speak English, and non‐smoker.  
MUST HAVE REFERENCES AND BE RESPONSIBLE. If interested,

please contact Linda at: flowershop998@gmail.com

Help Wanted
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