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Citywide Youth Development’s Rasheed Aziz 

The Man Behind the E.M.A.G.E 

Rasheed Aziz, executive director of Citywide Youth Development, looks forward to continuing his quest to provide training and job opportunities to Baltimore youth. 
Citywide Youth Development provides solutions for crime and poverty through utilizing the tools of manufacturing and entrepreneurial skills. Citywide Youth Develop-
ment is headquartered at the E.M.A.G.E. Center, 2132 W. North Avenue. The E.M.A.G.E. Center houses two entrepreneurial programs – Frozen Desert Sorbet & Café 
and Made in B'more apparel. Some of their products will be among the merchandise to be sold at the “1st Annual Times Community Services Baltimore Maker Market-
place,” Saturday, September, 18, 2021, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at Coppin State University, 2500 W. North Avenue.  (See article on page 9)      Courtesy Photo



By Nikki Abraham, Nucleus Team 
Member, Positively Caviar, Inc. 
 
  Now is the time that many have 
anticipated— the world is starting to 
open up again. While this moment has 
been highly anticipated it’s also 
extremely nerve wrecking for multiple 
reasons. When the stay-at-home order 
went into effect, our entire lives were 
upended, as many were forced to step 
into what became a new state of 
normalcy.  
  One common theme I found when 
discussing among friends how the 
pandemic affected them was the mindset 
shift. While this moment in time was 
filled with the unknown, which 
sometimes led to stress and anxiety, also 
allowed us the opportunity to explore 
our minds in a new way. For many, 
connecting with inner self led to new 
revelations and as a result showed us 
that we have the ability and capacity to 
vibrate on higher levels. 
  As things get back to “normal” it’s 
important to realize that the new you 
with your elevated mentality cannot step 
out into the world the way you used to 
be and expect to flourish. This season is 
going to require something different 
from you. As the world opens up, you 

will have to be intentional about who 
you are and who you were called to be.  
  The more you have in person 
interactions with others you will 
recognize the difficultly that comes with 
following your own path and the steps 
ordained for you with the influence of 
others. Be cognizant about separating 
positive influence from the negative 
influence that will cause you to stray 
away from your goals.  
  Take a moment to reflect on the peace 
and clarity that has come from spending 
time with your own self. It’s pivotal for 
your growth to recognize the importance 
of self-care and alone time. Always be 
super, intentional about the time you 
have to yourself. While I agree that 
binge watching your favorite reality 
show while eating a bowl of popcorn 
sounds like a great time, using my free 
time to clear my mind through other 
activities such as mediation and writing 
will be more beneficial to me in the long 
run. 
  The mindset shift that got us through 
this difficult time is exactly what will  
allow us to consider a new way of 
interaction. While it may be easier to 
conform to societal standards, it’s more 
important that we show up as ourselves 
on all levels in all rooms. One of the 

reasons I love Jay-Z is because he 
always shows up as himself despite what 
table where he is seated. He shows up in 
the boardroom as his authentic self with 
his incredible mind and ideas, which is 
ultimately why he is as successful as he 
is today.  
  As you step into this new “normal” pay 
close attention to what you feed 
yourself. One of my favorite quotes: 

“What you’re around is what you 
become.” What we watch, what we 
listen to and the rooms we are in, all 
contribute to what we digest. Monitor 
your intake in order to renew your mind, 
body and spirit. 
  During this time, through every 
moment and every interaction be 
intentional about who you were called to 
be. Don’t conform to meet someone 
else’s standards, instead create your own 
lane. Moving forward, make sure your 
decisions are aligned with all the 
beautiful things that are destined for 
your future. The universe is preparing 
you for the greatest comeback of your 
life— your time is now. 
 
Positively Caviar, Inc. (PCI) is a 
grassroots nonprofit organization 
focused on instilling mental resilience by 
way of positive thinking and optimism. 
Each month, a member of the Nucleus 
Team features a column focused on 
mental and physical health tips, 
scientific studies, nutrition facts and 
stories that are positive in nature to 
support a positive and healthy lifestyle. 
To learn more about how you can 
support, volunteer or donate to 
Positively Caviar, Inc. 
visit: staybasedandpositive.com. 
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Letters to the Editor:

Biden’s plan helps America compete in a digital world 
By Kip Eideberg 
 
  Even as Democrats and Republicans continue their negotiations, there is one aspect 
of infrastructure that still continues to enjoy broad support— and it also happens to be 
the most important part of the plan: billions of dollars in broadband infrastructure. 
This investment would ensure every single American has access to high-speed 
Internet.  
  For the sake of our country’s economic wellbeing, leaders in Washington must make 
broadband expansion a priority. Doing so will change millions of lives for the better. 
Expanding Internet may feel secondary to funding improvements for roads, bridges, 
and highways. But as the pandemic made clear, Internet is essential for nearly every 
aspect of daily life. Our economy simply cannot run without it. 
  But we’re lagging behind other countries when it comes to Internet access. Around 
23 percent of Americans lack a high-speed Internet connection. Among the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) countries, a club 
of developed nations, the United States ranks 15 out of 37 in fixed broadband 
subscriptions per 100 inhabitants. 
  Even if Americans do have broadband lines in their areas, the connection may be 
spotty or non-existent. According to a Wall Street Journal analysis, poorer 
neighborhoods have Internet speeds 40 percent slower than those in high-income 
neighborhoods. In rural counties, 65 percent of households connect to the Internet, 
compared to 78 percent of households nationwide. 
  Americans of all ages miss out on opportunities when they don’t have adequate 
broadband connections. 
  Even before schools closed for in-person instruction, a third of K-12 students didn’t 
have a strong Internet connection, a digital device, or both. Without Internet, many 
students cannot complete basic assignments. 
  And they’re missing out on important skills needed in the modern workforce. 
Between 2002 and 2016, the need for digital skills increased by 95 percent for workers 
in all occupations and cities. Today, 70 percent say they can’t do their job without an 
Internet connection at home. Experts speaking at the World Economic Forum last year 
estimated that by 2030 nine-in-ten jobs will need digital skills. 
  Universal broadband would help close the digital divide between rich and poor 
Americans while keeping America competitive internationally. 
  For example, broadband investment will help the Americans employed in the 
agricultural sector. As of 2019, a quarter of farmers did not have access to the 
Internet— even though up-to-date information about the weather, the economy, and 
USDA reports is vital to a farm’s success. According to a report from the 
Breakthrough Institute, expanding rural broadband would allow farmers to adopt new 
technologies that could lead to a 60 to 70 percent increase in corn yields and generate 
up to $65 billion in economic revenue annually. 
  A new Brookings Institution report further underscores the benefits of expanded 
broadband. It concluded that increased Internet usage is “associated with higher 
incomes, lower poverty rates, and higher levels of education.” 
  That’s not surprising. Reliable Internet grants workers access to thousands of job 
postings, educational resources, and other networking opportunities. It provides 
business owners working from home with a gateway into e-commerce, which accounts 
for 14 percent of national retail sales. 
  None of that can happen without investment into new broadband infrastructure. As 
Democrats and Republicans work toward a deal on infrastructure, they need to make 
sure that they close the digital divide and ensure all Americans can participate and 
thrive in the 21st century economy. 
 
Kip Eideberg is the Senior Vice President of Government and Industry Relations at 
the Association of Equipment Manufacturers. This originally ran in The Hill., 

Editor: 
Re: Southwest Drought Causing Water 
Shortage 
  Lake Mead at the Hoover Dam is at 37 
percent capacity, which is the lowest 
level since the 1930s. It provides water 
to about 40 million people in Nevada, 
Arizona and California, but a severe 
drought and diminished snowfall in the 
Rocky Mountains have significantly 
reduced the supply of water. Other lakes 
in the region are at historically low 
levels as well.  
  It appears current water conservation 
measures will have to continue and 
probably be expanded in the Southwest 
along with the reuse of treated 
wastewater for agriculture. 
  Although seawater desalination plants 
are costly— typically about $4 billion— 
the people in the Southwest need 
drinking and agricultural water to 
survive. There are about 20,000 plants 

in the world, including a plant near San 
Diego providing 50 million gallons of 
water per day to 10 percent of residents. 
Another 10 plants operate in California 
and 10 more are proposed. 
  Drawbacks of desalination plants 
include construction costs, high cost to 
produce the water, disposal of briny 
residue water and impacts on sea life, 
but the cost of running out of water far 
exceeds the costs associated with 
desalination plants.  
  Although desalination plants might 
only provide 10 percent to 20 percent of 
water consumption, the plants and 
pipeline delivery systems in the 
southwest region are needed to help 
replace the lower supply from the 
Colorado River. 
 

Donald Moskowitz 
Londonderry, NH  

 

When sending letters to the editor, your correct name, address  
and telephone number must be included with your submission.  

Please send your letter to: Letters to the Editor 
 The Baltimore Times 

2530 N. Charles Street, Suite #201, Baltimore, MD. 21218  
 email: btimes@btimes.com
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By Terry Allen, CEO 1016 Media, 
Founder, Sister CEO Small Business 
Camp, Columnist for Texas Metro 
News 
 
  Like Big Mama’s ‘more than a 
notion,’ I know so many other 
mothers, grandmothers, sisters, aunts 
and Black women who have uttered 
that statement, “If the Lord says the 
same I will too.” The phrase is a staple 
thought in our community.  
  Maybe it came off as just a 
catchphrase to you or maybe you 
thought it was an easy response for a 
churchgoer to say instead of “Hello” 
or “Goodbye.”  
  I decided that since Lucille “Big 
Mama” Allen said it, then I would 
unravel my understanding of it. The 
statement definability has religious 
connotations not like some of the 
phrase, including “If Fate decrees,” 
and “Anyway the wind blows it is ok 

with me,” or “What a blessing, it must 
be my lucky day,” all of which relate 
to the future but does not have the 
religious connotation that “If The Lord 
Says The Same…” has.  
  The idea is, “If the Lord permits.” 
The spiritual Christian submits himself 
to the will of God. He keeps God’s 

viewpoint on his whole life. We say, 
“The Lord willing; I will do this or 
that.” This attitude demonstrates 
submission to God’s will. It should be 
more than a jingle but an orientation of 
life that accepts God’s providence for 
my life. “I accept what God chooses to 
do with me.”  
  This is far from a magic formula for 
one’s life. Big Mama told us many 
times that our way is not our way yet, 
it is God’s way. What I understood 
from Big Mama’s statement fell along 
the lines of God and Fate. I evaluated 
what she meant: “…barring some 

unforeseen act or occurrence that God 
does NOT bless me through, then 
things will work out and I will be 
here.”  
  I do recall when on a family visit to 
one of my Big Mama’s 21 siblings, 
like Aunt Rosa, Aunt Lillian or Aunt 
Mary, as they ended the visit they 

would say, “‘Cille,’ you coming back 
right?” She would always respond 
with, “If the Lord says the same I 
will!”  
  My French quarter family 
customized the phrase when we visited 
with them. They would answer with, 
“If God is willing and the creek don’t 
rise!” Amen!  
  What I do know is “If the Lord says 
the same I will” was tied to two 
important factors. It was tied to 1) the 
future and 2) God’s will.  
  Lucille “Big Mama” Allen knew one 
thing. If we lived under God’s will, we 

had a better chance for the best future 
outcomes. She knew a spiritual 
presence ensured a Godly viewpoint 
on life by dependence on God’s will 
and our ability to implement divine 
decision-making.  
  Lucille “Big Mama” Allen knew that 
God governs what we accomplish. Not 
only are our lives in His hands, our 
success is in His hands.  
  Some people use the shortness of life 
as their reason not to act under God’s 
will. Big Mistake! We are still in a 
state of turmoil as some pundits 
unravel years of social justice, destroy 
gains in voting opportunity and create 
revisionist history.  
  I say to you, let us honor the truth of 
God in the way we think about our 
truth and the way we talk about the 
fullness of God.  
  In closing, my question is, “Do you 
think you can choose to create a 
positive interaction for 30 days. My 
answer is “If the Lord says the same I 
will”  
 
Got a story to tell? Email me at 
terryallenpr@gmail.com. 
 
Terry Allen is an award-winning 
media professional, journalist and 
entrepreneur. He is also the founder  
of City Men Cook and 1016 Media 
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Big Mama Said, ‘If the Lord Says the Same, Then I Will Too’  

“Lucille ‘Big Mama’ Allen knew one thing.  
If we lived under God’s will, we had a better chance 
 for the best future outcomes. She knew a spiritual 

presence ensured a Godly viewpoint on life by  
dependence on God’s will and our ability to  

implement divine decision-making.”  
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By Timothy Chance, Esq. 
 
  Question: My mom passed away.  I am 
still living in her house and now 
Medicaid has placed a lien on her house. 
I’m worried about whether our family 
could lose the house. 
  Answer: Many Marylanders wish to 
age in place, maintaining their 
independence while remaining in the 
comfort and familiarity of their home. 
Oftentimes, adult children may move 
into the home with their parents and step 
into the role of caregiver for as long as 
possible. If further assistance is needed, 
the parent may apply for Medicaid 
benefits and move into a nursing facility, 
leaving the child as the home’s only 
resident. Unfortunately, this may 
significantly interfere with the family’s 
plan for the passing the home down to 
the next generation. When that parent 
dies, Maryland law requires that 
Medicaid attempt to recover the cost of 
providing care— a process known as 
estate recovery. 
  Medicaid, under Federal and Maryland 
Law, is permitted to file a claim against 
the estate of a deceased Medicaid 
recipient for medical services it provided 
to the recipient. Additionally, Medicaid 
is allowed to place a lien on the homes 
of benefit recipients when it is 
determined that the parent will not be 
able to return home from a nursing home 
facility. This creates a major barrier for 
many Marylanders, as the home can be 
the only asset of value and the family is 
forced to sell the home. The family 
home, instead of going to the caregiver 
children, is instead sold to satisfy 
Medicaid’s claim. Instead of being a tool 
for building and maintaining 

intergenerational wealth, the home is 
forever lost to the family. 
  When Medicaid Cannot File a  
Recovery Claim: 
There are some situations in which 
Medicaid cannot file a recovery claim. 
Medicaid cannot file a claim if there is a 
surviving spouse, an unmarried child 
younger than 21, or a child who is blind 
or disabled living in the home. If none of 
these three exemptions apply, recovery 
may be waived due to a substantial 
hardship. Hardship can be established if 
there is a dependent whom lived in the 
property at the time of the Medicaid 
recipient’s death and lived there 
continuously for a period of two years 
before the Medicaid recipient’s death 

and cannot find another place to live.  
  To establish that the dependent lived in 
the property prior to the recipient’s death 
and during, the recipient will need to 
send proof, such as old mail, to the 
Maryland Department of Health. The 
Maryland Department of Health will 
also consider the dependent’s household 
income to determine if the dependent 
can find another place to live. For 
example, if a caregiver child moved in 
to take care of their mother and three 
years later, the mother went into a 
nursing home, the child could seek a 
hardship exemption if they have 
nowhere else to live. Sometimes, when 
all those conditions are not met, 
Medicaid will allow the dependent to 

continue to live in the property but may 
place a non-interest-bearing mortgage 
on the property. Medicaid, based on the 
dependent’s ability to pay, determines 
monthly payments. 
  Life Estate Deeds: 
An additional way to safely pass the 
property to the next generation is 
through a life estate deed without 
powers. A life estate deed without 
powers allows the parent to retain 
ownership of their home throughout 
their lifetime and upon their death, the 
property would automatically pass to a 
named beneficiary. Specifically with a 
life estate deed, if five years pass from 
the date of the creation of the life estate 
deed without applying for Medicaid 
benefits, the home would be exempt 
from Medicaid recovery and could 
safely pass to the recipient’s heirs. 
  If you are facing Medicaid estate 
recovery or want to draft a life estate 
deed to safely pass your home on to 
your loved ones, you can contact 
Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service  
for free help at 410-547-6537, Monday 
through Thursday from 9 a.m. to noon. 
Visit www.mvlslaw.org to learn more.  
 
Timothy Chance, Esq. is the Tangled 
Title Staff Attorney at Maryland 
Volunteer Lawyers Service. His practice 
focuses on estate planning, estate 
administration and housing issues for 
Marylanders of limited means.   
 
Do you have a question you would like 
to see addressed in this monthly 
column? Email ask@mvlslaw.org to 
submit your question to the Baltimore 
Times’ legal tip column. 

Protecting Your Home from Medicaid Estate Recovery

Cynthia, a Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service (MVLS) client, receives free legal 
help to keep her home in her family for future generations. To contact Maryland 
Volunteer Lawyers Service for free help, call 410-547-6537, Monday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to noon.           Photo credit: Wide Angle Youth Media

http://www.mvlslaw.org
mailto:ask@mvlslaw.org
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At the Olympic Games Rio 2016, U.S. Olympic Gold Medalist Simone Manuel emerged as the  rst African American woman to win gold in 
swimming – inspiring the team of tomorrow to take the plunge a  er her. X  nity honors Simone and every Black athlete who has and will 
continue to make a di  erence on and o   the  eld. To see their stories and more just say, “Black Experience,” into your X  nity Voice Remote. 

Visit x  nity.com/blackexperience to learn more.

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. ©2021 Comcast. The use of Olympic Marks, Terminology and Imagery is authorized by the U.S. Olympic Committee pursuant to Title 36 U.S. Code Section 220506.

Simone Manuel 
U.S. Olympic Gold Medalist
Swimming
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By Ursula V. Battle 
 
   Constance Mann-Leonard, owner of 
GIRGI (God’s Ideas Are Good Ideas) 
Ltd., creates unique clothing, 
accessories, dolls, and other items, 
utilizing Crochet. Her “crafty” items 
also include jewelry and other unique 
items she makes by hand. An upcoming 
event will bring “makers” like Mann-
Leonard and consumers together under 
one roof.  
   It’s the “1st Annual Times Community 
Services’ Baltimore Maker 
Marketplace.” The event will take place 
Saturday, September 18, 2021, 10 a.m. – 
4 p.m. at Coppin State University 
located at 2500 W. North Avenue. The 
event will feature products made and 
sold by Baltimore-based businesses. 
   The event is being presented by Times 
Community Services, Inc. and The 
Baltimore Times, in collaboration with 
The Baltimore Development 
Corporation (BDC), the Coppin State 
University Center for Strategic 
Entrepreneurship (CSE), MCB Real 
Estate, LLC, and Catalyst Enterprises.  
   “COVID-19 affected many small 
businesses,” said Joy Bramble, founder 
and publisher of The Baltimore Times. 
“We want people to come out, buy and 
support small businesses. The event will 
also feature demonstrations. Through 
these demonstrations, people can see the 
things people are making in Baltimore. 
The demonstrations will also provide 
attendees with a chance to meet the 
owners of these businesses.” 
   She added, “The Baltimore Maker 
Marketplace will be a free, fun, family-
oriented event. It will also provide a 
gateway for consumers to come out and 
see first-hand, the wonderful things 
being manufactured right here in our 
community. We are encouraging makers 
to submit applications to be a part of this 
wonderful expo of talent and 
entrepreneurship. This event presents a 
phenomenal opportunity for participants 
to showcase their brand.” 
   Interested businesses need to submit 
applications before the August 7, 2021 

deadline. Submission of an application 
does not guarantee acceptance. A jury 
will review the applications and select 
vendors for the event.  If selected, a 
vendor fee of $100.00 is required. The 
vendor fee includes one six-foot table 
with two chairs, promotional mentions 
in The Baltimore Times newspaper and 

on its website http://baltimoretimes-
online.com. 
   All applicants will be notified by email 
by August 16, 2021 of their acceptance. 
   The event will also feature live 
entertainment, and selected Baltimore 
Maker Marketplace businesses will also 
have an opportunity to apply for a grant.  

   Andy Cook is the executive director of 
“Made in Baltimore,” a community of 
manufacturers, retailers and maker 
spaces working together to create and 
promote locally-made products.   
   “We are excited to partner with 
Coppin and The Baltimore Times,” said 
Cook. “It’s the right thing to do and this 
is our first public event with Coppin. We 
have a reputation as an organization that 
does maker market events, so we are 
often contacted by groups putting them 
on. This event fits in with the work we 
do. Our message is always about getting 
people to support local businesses.” 
   Made in Baltimore was founded by 
Cook with the intention of supporting 
local entrepreneurs and advocating for 
reinvesting resources back into the 
Baltimore community.  
    “We are always very involved in the 
marketing of the ‘Buy Local’ concept,” 
said Cook. “We often receive feedback 
from our audiences and partners. We 
also partner with the media trying to 
gauge what is the reach of the ‘Buy 
Local’ message. Having identity with 
the communities they live in resonates 
with people.” 
   He added, “This is a city of 
entrepreneurs per-capita, and that gives 
Baltimore so much character. People in 
Baltimore are really willing to do 
whatever it takes to make their vision 
come to life.  Do It Yourself is big here. 
I started Made in Baltimore with the 
intention of highlighting and showcasing 
those companies. Oftentimes, 
entrepreneurs don’t have a lot of time to 
promote, market and publicize their 
businesses. Our role is to step in and be 
a marketing driver for the small 
businesses we work with in our network. 
Events like the Baltimore Maker 
Marketplace helps us to achieve those 
goals.”  
   For more information call (410) 366-
3900 ext. 3022. To apply to be a vendor 
at the Baltimore Maker Marketplace 
event, visit https://bit.ly/B2Mvapp. 
 
 

Calling All Maker Entrepreneurs! 
Register for the 1st Annual Baltimore Maker Marketplace

Constance Mann-Leonard, owner of GIRGI (God’s Ideas Are Good Ideas) Ltd 
models one of her hand-crafted hooded sweaters and showcases her crochet art. 

Courtesy Photo.

http://baltimoretimes-online.com
http://baltimoretimes-online.com
https://bit.ly/B2Mvapp


The Baltimore Times, July 16 - 22, 2021 (www.baltimoretimes-online.com)Positive stories about positive people! Page 9

By Ursula V. Battle 
 
   In biology terminology, an ecosystem is 
a community of living organisms in con-
junction with the nonliving components 
of their environment, interacting as a sys-
tem. In entrepreneurship terms, Rasheed 
Aziz, executive director of Citywide 
Youth Development, defines an eco- 
system as “things that interact in an envi-
ronment that does not necessarily have to 
be organisms.  
It can be ideas of that ecosystem, inter-
mingling as parts of that one network,  
interconnected and working together to 
produce a result.”  
   Aziz’s “ecosystem” has produced  
results. Citywide Youth Development, 
whose mission is to provide solutions for 
crime and poverty through utilizing the 
tools of manufacturing and entrepreneur-
ial skills, has been credited with putting 
hundreds of local youths on the path to 
entrepreneurship. Citywide Youth Devel-
opment is headquartered at the 
E.M.A.G.E. Center located 2132 W. 
North Avenue.  
   The E.M.A.G.E. Center houses two en-
trepreneurial programs – Frozen Desert 
Sorbet & Café and Made in B’more ap-
parel. Frozen Desert Sorbet & Café sells 
all-natural fruit-based sorbet, salads, pizza, 
smoothies, and other items. Made in 
B’more apparel specializes in jackets, 
hoodies, hats, and other urban “athleisure” 
clothing manufactured at the facility.  
    Some of these products will be among 
the merchandise to be sold at the “1st An-
nual Times Community Services’ Balti-
more Maker Marketplace,” Saturday, 
September 18, 2021, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at 
Coppin State University located at 2500 
W. North Avenue. The event will feature 
products made and sold by Baltimore-
based businesses. 
   The event is being presented by Times 
Community Services, Inc., and The Balti-
more Times, in collaboration with The 
Baltimore Development Corporation 
(BDC), Coppin State University Center 
for Strategic Entrepreneurship (CSE), 
and Catalyst Enterprises,  BDC’s pro-
grams include “Made in Baltimore.” 
Andy Cook is the executive director of 
Made in Baltimore, a community of man-

ufacturers, retailers and maker spaces 
working together to create and promote 
locally-made products.   
   “This marketplace will bring awareness 
to manufacturing,” said Aziz. “The Balti-
more Development Corporation is doing 
a great job creating opportunities for a lot 
of minorities. Many of those opportuni-
ties would not have happened without a 
program like Made in Baltimore.” 
   He added, “Coppin State University is 
our neighbor. So, when Andy called and 
and informed me about the event, I felt it 
was an absolute honor for me to partici-
pate in. It’s essential for us to understand 
the impact that manufacturing products 
can have in creating opportunities.” 
   According to Aziz, the E.M.A.G.E. 
Center came to fruition after he saw a 
need to give aspiring young entrepre-
neurs training and space.  
   “In Baltimore City, you have so many 
people that have been incarcerated. Job 

opportunities are not blended, so you 
must be creative. People still have to eat, 
and people still have to take care of their 
families. Entrepreneurship and manufac-
turing products have to be a key strategy 
to deal with crime and poverty. If we can 
eliminate or at least neutralize some of the 
poverty, inevitably crime will go down. I 
believe this amazing event will open a lot 
of eyes and create a lot of opportunities.” 
   Aziz’s own vision is also about creating 
opportunities.  
   “Many countries have built their na-
tions on manufacturing,” said Aziz. “I 
looked at that and thought, ‘hey, if indus-
try can transform countries, surely build-
ing and developing industry can 
transform the inner-city. Berry Gordy did 
it through Motown. He built the system, 
cultivated talent, created a process, and 
created a lot of millionaires and multi-
millionaires from the talent that existed in 
the community.” 
   He added, “I wanted to build a new age 
Motown. So, I left Florida over a decade 
ago with that vision and was heading to 
Washington, DC. But my real estate 
agent convinced me to come to Baltimore 
for a weekend, and I never left. I came 
with that mission in mind, and a system 
to engage young adults to create job op-
portunities.” 
   The 46-year-old talked about his hum-
ble beginnings.  
   “I had a pushcart model,” he recalled. 
“I brought three pushcarts up here with 
me from Florida. I also brought my 
sewing machine and screen print ma-
chine. In essence, I bought my own fac-
tory with me. The week after I arrived in 
Baltimore, I got young people involved. 

Within three or four days, I had a crew of 
young people. We made our own sorbet. 
We began selling our products at the 
Inner Harbor through our mobile cart en-
terprise, which is now one of the largest 
cart companies in Maryland.” 
   Today, FDS distributes via mobile 
carts, wholesale, stadium concessions, 
and Frozen Desert, and Aziz continues to 
“churn out” his vision through the 10,000 
square foot E.M.A.G.E. Center.  
   “We wanted to change the image of 
how some people perceive the Black 
males of Baltimore. We are viewed nega-
tively, like we have no value. We wanted 
to change that image, which is why we 
spell it E.M.A.G.E., which stands for En-
trepreneurs Making and Growing Enter-
prises, and we are headquartered right 
here in the city.” 
   He added, “We also teach our young-
sters about apparel manufacturing and 
garment construction. There’s also a job 
placement component. We also help men-
tor different product brands and provide 
domestic production private labeling for 
seven different brands in the city. Previ-
ously those brands were going to Pakistan 
and China to have their product made, but 
now they are being manufactured by peo-
ple right here in the community.” 
   For more information about Citywide 
Youth Development, follow them on 
Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/CitywideYouthDe-
velopment.  
  To apply to be a vendor at the Balti-
more Maker Marketplace event, visit 
https://bit.ly/B2Mvapp

Citywide Youth Development’s Rasheed Aziz 

The Man Behind the E.M.A.G.E

Frozen Desert Sorbet & CaféCitywide Youth Development offers a Sewing Program.  

Rasheed Aziz, executive director of 
Citywide Youth Development.  

Courtesy Photos 

http://www.facebook.com/CitywideYouthDevelopment" /t "_blank
http://www.facebook.com/CitywideYouthDevelopment" /t "_blank
https://bit.ly/B2Mvapp


   Hello everyone, I have so much to 
write about this week. I’m just trying to 
get it into one column. It’s amazing. I 
am so excited and you will be too when 
you see what I have lined up for you. 
   I first want to start off by wishing a 
Happy Anniversary and Happy Birthday 
to a few of our friends: Bishop Ronald 
and Bishop Candace Willis— Happy 
26th Wedding Anniversary; Larry and 
Deana Gibson, celebrating 48 years of 
marriage; and Sterling Sylvester, Sr. and 
wife Shirley celebrating 23 years of mar-
riage. Congratulations to all of you and 
may you all have many more. 
   Well now,  the Greater Catonsville 
Chamber of Commerce is hosting the 
Catonsville’s Frederick Road Friday 
Concerts again— starting on Friday, 
July 9 and running until Friday, August 
27, 2021, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. These 
concerts bring live music to 
Catonsville’s village while benefiting a 
different local nonprofit organization 
each week. Located in the Shops on 
Mellor parking lot at 15 Mellor Avenue, 
the series offers free outdoor musical 
performances within walking distance of 
local merchants and restaurants. 
   Honey Child! There is so much more. 
Check this out! Magooby’s House lo-
cated at 9603 Deereco Road in 
Lutherville-Timonium, Maryland is 
hosting the Paul Mooney Love Tribute 
Comedy Show and Celebration on Sun-
day, July 18, 2021 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
featuring Eartha Harris, Troy Rawlings, 
and Larry Lancaster. For more informa-
tion, call 443-655-7198. 
    No honey, I am not finished! The first 
Wednesday of every month from 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m., one of my favorite DJs— DJ 
Mike Jones, will be playing at the City 
View Bar and Grill, 6700 Security Blvd. 

   Moving right along; City View 1st An-
nual Crab Feast under the tents is Sun-
day, July 18 from 5-9 p.m. food and 
beverages included, DJ Mike Jones will 
be playing for this event as well. 
   Marvin Cheatham invites you to an 
Olympic Skateboard Viewing Party and 
Competition on July 24, 2021 at 8 p.m. 
at 1515-57 N. McKean Avenue in Balti-
more. For the first time ever Olympic 
Skateboarding Event which will be 
available for view on a big screen in the 
park. Free refreshments and cupcakes, 
by Raven’s Sweet Treats. Open at 7 p.m. 
   One of my favorite activities is the 
Randallstown’s Annual Farmer’s Market 
in Randallstown Plaza Shopping Center 
(corner of Liberty & Offutt Roads) next 
to CCBC. It jumps off every Wednesday 
from now through October 27, 2021 
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Come out and sup-
port local farmer, Jen Pamela Boyle 
Phal’s farm and others. I will see you 
there. 
   Believe it or not, there is more but I 
am out of space and out of time, It is so 
wonderful to write about something to 
put a smile on your face and to look for-
ward to instead of a column full of death 
and obituaries. Thank God! 
   Well, my friends, as I said, I am out of 
space. But remember if you need me, 
call me at 410-833-9474 or email me 
at rosapryor@aol.com. My 
website: www.rambling-
rose.com. UNTIL THE NEXT TIME, 
I’MUSICALLY YOURS. 
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Rosa Pryor Trusty

Rambling
Rose

Baltimore is wide open  
with entertainment!  

Anthony McCarthy and Cara Williams are hosts for for the daily talk show, “Two 
Way Talk” on WEAA 88.9 FM, Monday through Friday from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
They will discuss education, business, music, art, food and much more. Congrats 
my friends! 

Lou Fields is presenting and hosting a 
Happy Birthday Tribute to Baltimore’s 
own, a member of the internationally 
known singing group Temptations, 
Damon Harris on Saturday July 17, 
2021 at 7 p.m. ZOOM ID. 
88113183843, pin 817033. For more 
information, call 4439837974. 

He is doing it again! Grand Opening 
Event on Friday, July 23, 2021 hosted 
by the one and only Carlos Hutchins at 
the “Not Just Crab” located at 8731 
Liberty Road in Randallstown. Per-
forming live entertainment with 
“SLAGZ” starting at 6 p.m. Free ad-
mission! For more information, call 
Carlos at 301-296-0885 and “Tell him 
Rambling Rose told you!” 

mailto:rosapryor@aol.com" /t "_blank
http://www.rambling-rose.com/" /t "_blank
http://www.rambling-rose.com/" /t "_blank


By Stacy M. Brown 
NNPA Newswire Senior National 
Correspondent @StacyBrownMedia 
 
  Zaila Avant-garde twirled around in a 
spin, her smile radiating from the clear 
braces covering her teeth as confetti fell 
from the ceilings. The 14-year-old from 
Harvey, Louisiana, had reason to twirl 
and spin, and most importantly, she had 
more than enough reasons to smile. 
  After spelling the word “Murraya,” a 
genus of tropical Asiatic and Australian 
trees, Zaila became the first African 
American to win the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee. The contest has existed for 
nearly a century. 
  “Now I get to get a nice trophy, which 
is the best part of any win,” Zaila 
exclaimed in an ESPN interview right 
after her history-making victory. 
  Zaila also took home the $50,000 first 
prize. 
  “Not only has she competed in spelling 
bees for two years, she already holds three 
Guinness World Records for dribbling, 
bouncing, and juggling basketballs. All 

before the ninth grade,” New York Times 
writer Maria Cramer noted. 

  In an interview with “Good Morning 
America,” Zaila remarked that she hopes 
that more African American students 
would participate and fare well in the 
Scripps Spelling Bee.  
  “It is a gate-opener to being interested 
in education,” Zaila proclaimed. 
  Celebrities and others praised Zaila for 
her victory. 
  “Three Guinness World Records and 
now the national spelling bee champ! 
Congrats, Zaila—your hard work is 
paying off. We’re all proud of you,” 
former President Barack Obama 
tweeted. 
  “There’s a Black girl from New 
Orleans named ZAILA AVANT GARDE 
currently competing in the Scripps 
National Spelling Bee today, and no one 
talks to me about anything else,” movie 
producer Franklin Leonard tweeted just 
before Zaila’s victory. 
  “Remember to twirl like Zaila Avant-
garde today,” White House Deputy Press 
Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre stated. 
  The website: 
www.latestcelebarticles.com celebrated 
the victory by adding Zaila to the A-list. 
The site’s authors detailed Zaila’s 
journey, noting that she was the regional 
spelling champion in New Orleans in 
2019.  
  She is the IJA Juggling Silver Medalist 

and Kaplan Hexco Bee Champion, 
according to her Instagram bio. Zaila 
achieved her first world record in 2019 
for the most bounce juggles with three 
basketballs in one minute at 231. 
  Zaila classified spelling as a “side 
pastime” despite having practiced for 
seven hours each day. 
  “She is a basketball prodigy who 
aspires to play in the WNBA one day 
and owns three Guinness World Records 
for simultaneously dribbling several 
balls,” the website noted. 
  The Spelling Bee championship came 
down to Zaila and Chaitra Thummala, a 
12-year-old from San Francisco. 
  Chiatra spelled the word “fewtrils,” 
and Zaila followed up by spelling 
“retene.” 
Chiatra misfired on the word “neroli oil” 
and opened the way for Zaila to claim 
the title. 
  An official told her to spell “Murraya” 
and explained that it meant a genus of 
tropical Asiatic and Australian trees 
having pinnate leaves with imbricated 
petals. 
  “Does this word contain like the 
English word ‘Murray,’ which would be 
the name of a comedian?” Zaila asked. 
  She then asked for the language of 
origin before nailing it.  
  “I got it,” Zaila exclaimed. 
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Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
855-993-0969

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the generator 
with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

Fourteen-year-old first African American to win Scripps National Spelling Bee

 Zaila Avant-garde made history as the 
first African American student to win 
the Scripps National Spelling Bee. She 
spelled the word “Murraya,” correctly, 
which is a genus of tropical Asiatic and 
Australian trees to win.  

Photo Credit: Screen Capture from 
PBS News Hour Video/YouTube 
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We Cancel TIMESHARES for You

Every year 150,000 people reach out to us for help getting rid of their timeshare. In 2019, 
we relieved over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and maintenance fees. We can help.

Get your free information kit and see if you qualify:
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Local resident to 
compete for Miss 
Maryland USA 2021  
 
  Baltimore— Kayla Morgan, 27, of 
Baltimore will compete for the title of 
Miss Maryland USA 2021 on July 24 
and July 25, 2021 at The Bethesda 
North Marriott Hotel & Conference 
Center in Bethesda.    
  Morgan graduated Magna Cum Laude 
from The Maryland Institute College of 
Art with a Bachelor of Fine Arts. She 
was a 2019 cohort member of the Urban 
Arts Leadership Fellowship, an 
initiative of the Greater Baltimore 
Cultural Alliance, receiving a citation 
from the Mayor of Baltimore for her 
work in her local community. Most 
recently, she was honored with a 
citation from the Secretary of 
Commerce for her dedication and 
contributions while working at the 
Maryland State Arts Council.  
  “As an artist, arts administrator and 
educator, my goal is to inspire others to 
realize their own potential through 
creativity, service, and education for 
myself and my community,” Morgan said. 
  Morgan mentors young girls in 
Baltimore, regularly volunteers at the 
Women’s Law Center of Maryland, and 
assists in fundraising and programming 
initiatives for several non-profits across 
the state. She says that if she were to 
win the title of Miss Maryland USA 

2021, she would, “leverage her title to 
promote positive change and inclusivity 
for historically resilient communities by 
utilizing the transformative power of the 
arts.”  
  Morgan would also leave a lasting 
legacy as the first openly LGBTQ+ 
Miss Maryland USA. 
  Her sponsors for the pageant are 
Esteem Beauty Boutique and Cash 
Captures, both local women-owned 
small businesses. The Miss Maryland 
USA® and Miss Maryland Teen USA® 
pageants are the Official Preliminaries 
to the Miss USA® and Miss Teen 
USA® pageants. 

Kayla Morgan 
Courtesy Photo

  Baltimore— In her 1983 book, In 
Search of Our Mother’s Gardens, 
celebrated author Alice Walker, defined 
colorism as “prejudicial or preferential 
treatment of same-race people based 
solely on their color.”  
  This is the central topic in The Color of 
Pretty, the fictionalized memoir of  
debut author Michelle Williams. The 
book’s main character Lola, is faced 
with many life challenges including an 
absentee father, bullying, low self-
esteem and colorism because of her 
dark-skinned complexion that follows 
her from childhood to dulthood. Despite 
her struggles she chose happiness over 
self-doubt— she began reflecting as she 
embarked on her journey of healing. 
  “I want my book to encourage people 
to know that it is okay to seek help, dig 
deep and find out where or when did the 
feelings start, it may be hard, tough and 
painful but you have to do the work,” 
said Williams. “Confidence is like a 
game, to gain your confidence, you need 
to take more action.” 
  Williams’ childhood was both exciting 
and adventurous but also filled with 
complicated memories and loneliness 
because of the colorism she experienced. 
  She persevered and earned a B.S. in 
Business and Healthcare Administration, 
and a graduate degree in Human 
Resources Management and Public 
Administration. With twenty-four plus 
years of experience in human resources, 
she is seen as a leader in her industry.  

  Michelle Williams will be signing her 
book The Color of Pretty at the 
upcoming 1st annual conference for 
women, “Confidence Looks Good on 
You” on Saturday, July 24, 2021, from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Cellar2 @ Parkville, 
7631 Harford Road in Baltimore.  
Registration is $20.   To learn more about The Color of 
Pretty and the upcoming ‘Confidence 
Looks Good on You” conference, visit: 
www.thecolorofpretty.com.  

New novel centers on colorism 

Baltimore author Michelle Williams 
shares her experiences with being 
dark-skinned in her debut novel The 
Color of Pretty. She will be signing 
her book at the “Confidence Looks 
Good on You” conference on Satur-
day, July 24, 2021. For more informa-
tion, visit: www.thecolorofpretty.com 
                              Courtesy Photo 

Stay up-to-date on positive news in the community!  
Sign up for The Baltimore Times weekly newsletter at 

https://bit.ly/2E5NuM5

http://www.the
http://www.thecolorofpretty.com
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Legal Notices Legal NoticesLegal Notices
CERTIFICATION OF PUBLICATION 

CITY OF BALTIMORE 
OFFICE OF BOARDS AND  

COMMISSIONS 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
PROJECT #1350 – On Call Project and 
Construction Management Assistance 

 
The Baltimore City Office of Boards and 
Commissions has been requested by the  
Department of Public Works, Office of  
Engineering and Construction, to certify the 
qualifications of engineering firms to pro-
vide on call Project and Construction Man-
agement Assistance on consent decree and 
other construction projects for the City’s 
water and wastewater system. Six (6) con-
tracts will be awarded for a period of four 
years each.   
 
The services to be provided include, but are 
not limited to assisting the City Construction 
Management section with construction mon-
itoring and inspection, preparation of daily 
reports, maintenance of project records and 
documentation, review of contractor’s appli-
cation for payment, attendance at progress 
meetings, preparation of record drawings, 
review of contract claims and supporting 
documents, estimating, scheduling, project 
engineering, constructability reviews, sub-
mittal reviews and responses, RFI reviews 
and responses, and construction contract  
administrative support.  Depending on the 
nature of other work and City staff require-
ments, personnel representing the selected 
firm shall be available on an as needed 
basis. 
 
  *Familiarity with standard construction  
inspection procedures and requirements for 
civil, mechanical, and electrical disciplines. 
  *Familiarity with applicable codes and 
standards. 
  *Experience with change orders and claims 
analysis. 
  *Ability to supplement the City staff to 
provide field inspection  
  *Experience with Critical Path Method 
construction scheduling, delay analysis and 
P6 Software. 
  *Overall team approach with 
Minority/Women Business Enterprises. 
  *Experience with Primavera Contract Man-
agement version 14 (CM14) and/or  
Oracle Unifier project tracking software  
 
Consultant’s team will provide engineering 
staff with the following capabilities; 
 
  *Personnel with skills equivalent to a  

Legal Notices
Public Works Inspector I, including a mini-
mum education level of a high school 
diploma or GED and three (3) years of expe-
rience performing construction inspection 
work.  Proficient with Primavera CM14 
and/or Oracle Unifier.   
  *Personnel with skills equivalent to a Pub-
lic Works Inspector II, including a minimum 
education level of a high school diploma or 
GED and four (4) years of experience per-
forming construction inspection work on 
water and sewer system facilities and utili-
ties.  Proficient with Primavera CM14 
and/or Oracle Unifier. 
  *Personnel with skills equivalent to a Pub-
lic Works Inspector III, including a mini-
mum education level of a high school 
diploma or GED and five (5) years of expe-
rience performing construction inspection 
work on water and sewer system facilities.  
and utilities.  Proficient with Primavera 
CM14 and/or Oracle Unifier. 
  *Personnel with skills equivalent to an  
Engineer II, including a Bachelor of Science 
degree in engineering from an accredited 
college or university and four (4) years of 
experience in performing engineering work. 
  *Personnel with skills equivalent to an  
Engineer I, including a Bachelor of Science 
degree in engineering from an accredited 
college or university. 
  *Personnel with skills equivalent to a pub-
lic works Construction Project Supervisor I, 
including a minimum education level of a 
bachelor’s degree from an accredited college 
or university and three (3) years in construc-
tion inspection, construction supervision, 
and construction engineering on water and 
sewer system facilities and utilities.  Profi-
cient with Primavera CM14 and/or Oracle 
Unifier. 
  *Personnel with skills equivalent to a CPM 
Scheduler, including a college degree and at 
least five (5) years’ experience in construc-
tion or construction management, and a min-
imum of 2 years in analyzing construction 
schedules and performing delay analysis. 
Proficient with Primavera P6    
 
Project fees have been estimated at 
$5,000,000.00 per agreement for four years. 
If further information is required regarding 
this request, please contact Ms. Cristina Bal-
tazar at 410-396-3440. 
 
Firms intending to submit a proposal as a 
prime consultant for this project should sub-
mit a “Letter of Interest” to the Office of 
Boards and Commissions, 4 South Frederick 
Street, 4th Floor, Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
(EMAIL: 

OBC.Consultants@baltimorecity.gov).  
Since these letters are utilized to assist 
small, minority and women business enter-
prises in identifying potential teaming part-
ners, the letters should be submitted within 
five (5) days of the date of the project’s ad-
vertisement.  The letter should contain a 
contact person.  Failure to submit a “Letter 
of Interest” will not disqualify a firm sub-
mitting a proposal for the project. 
 
Each prime consultant applying for this 
Project will be required to complete and 
submit an original Federal Form 255, along 
with five (5) copies, to the Office of Boards 
and Commissions.  The Federal Form 255 
and the five copies must be submitted on  
or before 12:00 P.M. (Noon) on  
August 20, 2021.  Submittals may not be 
accepted after this deadline. 
 
Insurance Requirements 
 
The Consultant shall procure and maintain 
during the life of this agreement, the follow-
ing required insurance coverage. 
 
Worker’s Compensation coverage as  
required by the State of Maryland, as well as 
any similar coverage required for this work 
by applicable Federal or “other States” State 
Law. 
 
Professional Liability, Errors, and Omissions 
Insurance at a limit of not less than Three 
Million Dollars ($3,000,000) including a 3 
year extended reporting period, in the event 
that services delivered pursuant to this 
Agreement, either directly or indirectly,  
involves or requires professional services, 
Professional Liability, Errors, and Omissions 
coverage shall be provided. “Professional 
Services” for the purpose of this Agreement 
shall mean any services provided by a  
licensed CONSULTANT professional.  
 
Commercial General Liability Insurance at 
limits of not less than One Million Dollars 
($1,000,000) per occurrence for claims aris-
ing out of bodily injuries or death, and prop-
erty damages.  With those policies with 
aggregate limits, a minimum limit of Three 
Million Dollars ($3,000,000) is required.  
Such insurance shall include contractual  
liability insurance. The CITY, its elected/ 
appointed officials, employees, and agents 
shall be covered, by endorsement, when  
applicable, as additional insureds as respects 
to; liability arising out of activities per-
formed by or on behalf of the CONSULT-
ANT in connection with this Agreement. 

Business Automobile Liability at limits of 
not less than One Million Dollars 
($1,000,000) per occurrence for all claims 
arising out of bodily injuries or death and 
property damages. The insurance shall apply 
to any owned, non-owned, leased, or hired 
automobiles used in the performance of this 
agreement 
 
To the extent of the CONSULTANT’s negli-
gence, the CONSULTANT’s insurance cov-
erage shall be primary insurance as respects 
the CITY, its elected/appointed employees 
and agents.  Any insurance and/or self-insur-
ance maintained by the CITY, its elected  
appointed officials, employees and agents, 
shall not contribute with CONSULTANT’s 
insurance or benefit the CONSULTANT in 
any way. 
 
Coverage shall not be suspended, voided, 
cancelled, reduced in coverage, or in limits, 
except by the reduction of applicable aggre-
gate limit by claims paid, until after forty-
five (45) days prior written notice has been 
given to the CITY.  There will be an excep-
tion for non-payment of premium, which is 
ten (10) days’ notice of cancellation. 
 
Insurance is to be placed with insurers with 
a Best’s rating of no less than A:VII, or, if 
not rated with Best’s with minimum sur-
pluses the equivalent of Best’s surplus size 
VII and must be licensed/approved to do 
business in the State of Maryland. 
 
The CONSULTANT shall furnish the CITY 
a “Certificate of Insurance” with a copy of 
the additional insured endorsement, when 
applicable, as verification that the coverage 
is in force.  The CITY reserves the right to 
require complete copies of insurance poli-
cies at any time. 
 
Prequalification Certification 
 
All firms listed in the specific proposal for 
the Project must be prequalified by the  
Office of Boards and Commissions for each 
applicable discipline at time of submittal for 
this Project. A copy of the prime and sub 
consultant’s current Prequalification Certifi-
cate should be included in the bid submittal 
package. Information regarding the prequal-
ification process can be obtained by calling 
the Office of Boards and Commissions on 
410.396.6883.   
 
MBE/WBE Certification 
 
It is the policy of the City of Baltimore to 

Legal Notice — Project #1350 
Continued on page 14
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Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices

promote equal business opportunity in the 
City’s contracting process. Pursuant to Arti-
cle 5, Subtitle 28 of Baltimore City Code 
(2000 Edition) – Minority and Women’s 
Business Program, Minority Business Enter-
prise (MBE) and Women’s Business Enter-
prise (WBE) participation goals apply to 
this contract. 
 

The MBE goal is: 30% 
The WBE goal is:   15% 

 
Both the proposed Minority and Women’s 
Business Enterprise firms must be named 
and identified as an MBE or WBE within 
Item 6 of the Standard Form (SF) 255 in the 
spaces provided for identifying outside key 
consultants/associates anticipated for uti-
lization for this project. 
 
Any submittals that do not include the 
proper MBE/WBE (in some instances DBE) 
participation will be disapproved for further 
consideration for this project. 
 
Verifying Certification 
 
Each firm submitting a SF 255 for consider-
ation for a project is responsible for verify-
ing that all MBEs and WBEs to be utilized 
on the project are certified by the Minority 
and Women’s Business Opportunity Office 
(MWBOO) prior to submitting the proposal.  
A directory of certified MBEs and WBEs is 
available from MWBOO.  Since changes to 
the directory occur daily, firms submitting 
SF 255s should call MWBOO at (410) 396-
4355 to verify certification, expiration dates 
and services that the MBE or WBE is certi-
fied to provide. 
 
    Non-Affiliation 
 
  A firm submitting a proposal may not use 
an MBE or WBE to meet a contract goal if: 
 
  1. The firm has a financial interest in the 
MBE or WBE 
  2. The firm has an interest in the owner-
ship or control of the MBE or WBE 
  3. The firm is significantly involved in the 
operation of the MBE or WBE (Article 5 
subtitle 28-41). 
 
A firm submitting as a prime consultant that 
fails to comply with the requirements of  
Article 5, Subtitle 28 of Baltimore City 
Code when executing a contract is subject  
to the following penalties: suspension of a 

contract; withholding of funds; rescission of 
contract based on material breach; disquali-
fication as a consultant from eligibility to 
provide services to the City for a period not 
to exceed 2 years; and payment for damages 
incurred by the City. 
 
Additional Requirements 
A resume for each person listed as key per-
sonnel and/or specialist, including those 
from MBE and WBE must be shown on the 
page provided within the application. 
 
Please be advised that for the purpose of  
reviewing price proposals and invoices, the 
City of Baltimore defines a principal of a 
firm as follows: 
 
A principal is any individual owner, partner 
of a partnership, shareholder of a Sub-Chap-
ter ‘S’ Corporation, or an officer/director of 
any Corporation. 
 
Out-of-State Corporations must identify 
their corporate resident agent within the  
application. 
 
Firms will not be considered for a specific 
project if they apply as both a sub-consul-
tant and prime consultant. 
 
The applications for this Project (Form 255) 
cannot be supplemented with any additional 
information such as graphs, photographs,  
organization chart, etc.  All such informa-
tion should be incorporated into the appro-
priate pages. Applications should not be 
bound.  Applications should simply be sta-
pled in the upper left-hand corner.  Cover 
sheets should not be included.  Inclusion 
and/or submittal of additional material may 
result in the applicant being disqualified 
from consideration for this project. 
 
Failure to follow directions of this adver-
tisement or the application may cause dis-
qualification of the submittal. 
 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Deena Joyce, AEAC Executive Secretary 
Chief, Office of Boards and Commissions 
 

CITY OF BALTIMORE  
DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION  

AND PARKS  
NOTICE OF LETTING 

Sealed Bids or Proposals, in duplicate  
addressed to the Board of Estimates of the 
Mayor and City Council of Baltimore and 
marked for BALTIMORE CITY NO. 
RP20814 MARY E. RODMAN RECRE-
ATION CENTER RENOVATION will be 
received at the Office of the Comptroller, 
Room 204 City Hall, Baltimore, Maryland 
until 11:00 A.M. September 15, 2021. Posi-
tively no bids will be received after 11:00 
A.M. Bids will be publicly opened by the 
Board of Estimates in Room 215, City Hall 
at Noon. The proposed Contract Documents 
may be examined, without charge, at the 
Dept. of Rec & Parks at 2600 Madison Ave, 
Baltimore, Md. 21217 by appointment only 
on Wednesdays and Fridays, 8:30am – 
4:00pm by emailing benitaj.randolph@balti-
morecity.gov as of July 16, 2021 and copies 
may be purchased for a non-refundable cost 
of $100.00. Conditions and requirements 
of the Bid are found in the bid package. 
All contractors bidding on this Contract 
must first be prequalified by the City of Bal-
timore Contractors Qualification Commit-
tee. Interested parties should call (410) 
396-6883 or contact the Committee at 4 
South Frederick Street, 4th Floor, Balti-
more, Maryland 21202. If a bid is submit-
ted by a joint venture (“JV”), then in that 
event, the document that established the 
JV shall be submitted with the bid for 
verification purposes. The Prequalification 
Category required for bidding on this proj-
ect is E13001 Three Story and Under, 
Cost Qualification Range for this work shall 
be $500,000.00 to 675,000.00. A “Pre-Bid-
ding Information” session will be conducted 
via Microsoft Teams at 10:00 A.M. on July 
27, 2021. Email your contact information to 
bivek.poudyal@baltimorecity.gov to receive 
an invite to the Microsoft Team (video con-
ference meeting) no later than July 26th at 
4:00pm. Principal Items of work for this 
project are interior renovations, roof finish 
and skylight replacement, new exterior 
vestibule and doors and interior mechanical, 
plumbing and electrical renovations. The 
MBE goal is 23% and WBE goal is 7%. 
APPROVED: Erika McClammy, Clerk, 
Board of Estimates 

 
To place Legal Notices in The Baltimore Times,   

contact the Legals Department 
Phone: 410-366-3900 or email: legals@btimes.com 

FRANCHISE AGREEMENT 
BY AND AMONG 

BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
and 

313233 South Villa LLC 
  Pursuant to the provisions of Section 3-
9-201 of the Baltimore County Code, as 
amended, notice is hereby given that Bal-
timore County, Maryland, is reviewing an 
application by 313233 South Villa LLC for 
a non-exclusive franchise, for property in 
rights of way of certain roads in Baltimore 
County, Maryland 21221, the proposed 
route starting at a point on the intersection 
of Poplar Road and Riverside Road and 
routing to the end of Poplar Road. 
   Franchisee seeks an approximate 250 foot 
non-exclusive franchise for the purpose of 
installing a water and sewer lines thereafter 
maintaining the improvements. 
   The Initial Term of the Franchise 
Agreement and associated franchise shall 
be thirty-five (35) years. Thereafter, the 
County shall have the option of extending 
the Franchise Agreement and associated 
franchise for two (2) successive terms of 
not more than twenty-five (25) years each. 
   As Base Compensation for the Initial 
Term, Franchisee shall pay the County 
Five Hundred Sixty Two Dollars and 0 0  
Cents ($562.50), which shall be subject to 
revaluation no more than once every five 
(5) years after the date of execution of the 
Franchise Agreement, and any renewal 
thereof, in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Baltimore County Code, as 
amended. 
   A complete statement of the terms 
and conditions of the Franchise Agree-
ment may be obtained from Baltimore 
County Real Estate Compliance, County 
Office Building, 111 W. Chesapeake Ave, 
Towson, MD 21204. 
   Any persons having specific objec-
tions to the proposed Franchise Agree-
ment must file said objections, in writing, 
with the Director, Department of Permits, 
Approvals and Inspections, 111 West 
Chesapeake Avenue, Towson, Maryland 
21204. The Director must receive any writ-
ten objections no later than July 28, 2021.             
The County Administrative Officer or his 
designee shall schedule a time and place for 
hearing any valid objections filed. 

 
Franchisee contact name and business address: 
Wilder Carrera 
313233 South Villa LLC 
21820 Jarvis Square 
Ashburn, VA 20147
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 MISCELLANEOUS

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Office Pro-
fessional online at CTI! Get Trained, Certi-
fied & ready to work in months! Call 
888-572-6790.  

Want faster & Affordable Internet? Get 
Internet service today with Earthlink. Best 
Internet & WiFi Plans. Call us Today to 
Get Started. Ask about our specials! 866-
396-0515 

New authors wanted! Page Publishing 
will help self-publish your book. Free  
author submission kit! Limited offer!  
866-951-7214 
 
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + 
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions apply. Promo  
Expires 7/21/21.1-833-872-2545 
 
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & Military  
Discounts available.  Call: 855-761-1725 
 
HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 
SECONDS. Don't wait! Protect your fam-
ily, your home, your assets NOW for as 
little as 70¢ a day! Call 866-409-0308 
 
!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, 
FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. 
TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 
1-866-433-8277 
 
Long distance moving: White-glove service 
from America’s top movers. Fully insured 
and bonded. Let us take the stress out of 
your out of state move. Free quotes! Call: 
855-606-2752 

HEALTH & FITNESS

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

DISH TV $64.99 FOR 190 Channels + $14.95 
High Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Promo Expires 7/21/21-855-
270-5098.  
 
NEED IRS RELIEF $10K – $125K+ Get Fresh 
Start or Forgiveness. Call 1-844-431-4716 
Monday through Friday 7 AM – 5 PM PST 

Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65 Chan-
nels. Stream news, live events, sports & on 
demand titles. No contract/commitment.  
1-866-825-6523 
 
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-
mo agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask how to bun-
dle & SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. 
1-888-796-8850 
 
The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery 
storage system. Save money, reduce reliance 
on grid, prepare for outages & power your 
home. Full installation services. $0 down  
financing option. Request free no obligation 
quote. 1-855-270-3785 
 
GENERAC Standby Generators. The 
weather is increasingly unpredictable. Be 
prepared for power outages. Free 7-year  
extended warranty ($695 value!) Schedule 
Free in-home assessment. 1-844-334-8353 
special financing if qualified. 
 
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, 
most advanced debris-blocking protection. 
Schedule free estimate. 15% off Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call  
1-855-995-2490 
 
Never pay for covered home repairs again! 
Complete Care Home Warranty covers all 
major systems & appliances. 30-day risk 
free. $200.00 off + 2 free months! 1-866-
395-2490 
 
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and 
Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 
100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WANTED TO BUY

EDUCATION 

AUTO INSURANCE

CLASSIFIEDS

WANTED

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
PEST CONTROL 

AMERICAN & FOREIGN CLASSIC 
CARS AND MOTORCYCLES WANTED 
$$PAYING CA$H$$  
KRMILLER1965@yahoo.com    
717-577-8206 

READY TO BUY, SELL, OR RENT YOUR 
VACATION HOME OR HUNTING 
CAMP? Advertise it here and in neighboring 
publications. We can help you. Contact 
MACnet MEDIA @ 800-450-6631 or visit 
our site at MACnetOnline.com 

Find Pest Control Experts Near You! Don’t 
let pests overtake your home. Protect your 
loved ones! Call today to find great deals on 
Pest Control Services – 833-872-0012 

Looking for auto insurance? Find great deals 
on the right auto insurance to suit your needs. 
Call today for a free quote! 866-924-2397 

SELL YOUR ANTIQUE OR CLASSIC 
CAR. Advertise with us. You choose where 
you want to advertise. 800-450-6631 visit 
macnetonline.com for details. 

Replace your roof with the best looking and 
longest lasting material   steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple col-
ors available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer – $500 Discount + Ad-
ditional 10% off install (for military, health 
workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-855-338-4807 

Become a Published Author. We want to 
Read Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-
Trusted by Authors Since 1920 Book manu-
script submissions currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Distribution Call for 
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-482-1576 
or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/macnet 

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package and learn 
how to get rid of your timeshare! Free con-
sultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
888-965-0363 

The bathroom of your dreams for as little as $149/month! BCI Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & professional installation. Senior & Military Discounts Avail-
able. Limited Time Offer – FREE virtual in-home consultation now and SAVE 15%! Call 
Today! 1-877-540-2780 

GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup power during utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 1-855-
465-7624 

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-855-791-1626  
Update your home with beautiful new blinds & shades. Free in-home estimates make it con-
venient to shop from home. Professional installation. Top quality - Made in the USA. Free 
consultation: 877-212-7578. Ask about our specials! 

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 
Denver, CO 80201 

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One 
G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. 
Only 2.8 pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-
929-9587 
 
Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Covers 350 procedures. 
Real insurance - not a discount plan. Get 
your free dental info kit! 1-888-623-3036 
www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258 
 
VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 
pills for $150. FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! 1-844-596-4376 
 
ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money on 
diabetic supplies! Convenient home ship-
ping for monitors, test strips, insulin pumps, 
catheters & more! To learn more, call now! 
877-810-0063 
 
Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! Dis-
cover the ideal solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is concerned about a 
fall or wants to regain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide today! 1-844-317-
5246 

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 
350 plus procedures. Real dental insurance – 
NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-877-553-1891 
www.dental50plus.com/macnet #6258 

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic 
Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-
445-5928 Hablamos Español 
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