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08 Nelghbors For Over 50y,
Since 1964 ea'S Weaver’s Ace Hardware Fleetwood Weaver’'s Ace Hardware Douglassville

732 Fleetwood-Lyons Road 905 West Postal Road

' Fleetwood, Pa 19522 Douglassville, Pa 19518
610.944.7681 610.385.4600
Mon-Fri 7-8 « Sat 7-6 » Sun 11-5 Mon-Fri 8-8 « Sat 8-6 * Sun 9-5
ACEHARDWARE
Right Products, Right Price, Great Service www.weavershardware.com www.facebook.com/weavershardware

YOUR
SPRING

I'IEADQUARTERS

STUDIO

CLARKY
KENSINGTON

iy

CLARK+ J Va IS pa r®Premium Paints
KENSINGTON

PAINT + PRIMER IN ONE With Performance That Is Second to NONE!

CIark+Kensington® Paint+Primer In One ® Valspar ® Color Guarantee.
Ranked #1 By A Leading Consumer Magazine. Valspar™ Optimus™and Aspire™. If you don’t like
Exclusively available at your neighborhood Ace. your color, get another free. Restrictions apply.

Wednesday, March 25—Sunday, March 29

Buy 1, Get 1FREE 1{

Buy one, get one free on all gallons of Interior and Exterior
Royal® and Clark+Kensington® paint.
Wed. March 25—Sun. March 29 only.
Limit 2 free gallons per household.

RUCKLOAD
BAG SALE

We Have At Least 10 Semi-Loads Of Product In Stock For Your
Lawn & Garden Needs!

Monday March 30 - Saturday Aprll dal

C Black, R C Organic A 4
Brown, Red, | 4 For $10 Comgpost & | 4Forss Bagged 4 For $6

& Hardwood | $2.50/Bag Manure | $2.00/Bag Top Soil | $1.50/Bag
Mulch Reg $3.99 Reg $3.49 Reg $1.99
2 Cu Ft Bag 40 Lb Bag 7 40 Lb Bag

Sale Price | Sale Price 2 Sale Price
Valid Maaure 100 Valid Valid
March 30 - March 30 - ' March 30 -

April 4 : April 4 i April 4

WITH INCREDIBLE SAVINGS & EXPERT ADVICE, WEAVER’S ACE HARDWARE IS
YOUR HELPFUL HEADQUARTERS FOR ALL THINGS SPRING.

Roundup® Pump ‘N Go® Weed Roundup® Weed & Grass Scotts® Turf Builder® Scotts®Nature Scapes®

& Grass Killer Spray, 1.33 Gal. Killer Concentrate, 36.8 oz. EZ®Seed , 10 Ib. Advanced Color
Limit 2 at this price. Limit 2 at this price. Limit 2 at this price. Enhanced Mulch
2 Cu. Ft. Limit 10 bags.

SALE $17.99 n SALE $21.99 AT SALE $26.99 e 2
\ -$1

INSTANT - - INSTANT @D i - INSTANT
'$ REBATE _ $5 REBATE ©Zseen| $7 REBATE

Pay $1 39 ﬂ_ Pay $1 699 W ey $1 999 £ INSTANT

These Instant Rebates Valid Entire Month Of April (3/30-4/30).

e-Subscribe to the East Penn Valley or Northern Berks Merchandiser at: www.windsorpress.com

e

__ e



http://www.epvmerchandiser.com
http://www.windsorpress.com
http://www.weavershardware.com
http://www.facebook.com/weavershardware

SPRING HOME IMPROVEMENT GUIDE- SUPPLEMENT TO THE EAST PENN VALLEY MERCHANDISER FOR MARCH 25, 2015 www.epvmerchandiser.com

2l .
-8 am to 7 pm; Fri., MARCH 27 - 8 am to 7 pm;
Sat., MARCH 28 - 9 am-5 pm
We Will Be Offering:

SPECIAL EVENT SALES
RAFFLE PRIZES [)

0% OFF Furniture
0% OFF Everything Else

Every Purchase Receives Tickets For Our Chinese Auction

WINE TASTING [T
D m Floral Garlands, m Justin Men’s, Women’s and
FREE REFRESHMENTS Wreaths, Stems Children’s Western Boots

and Picks m Justin Men and Women'’s
m Spring and Easter Décor Work Boots

m Jewelry, Scarves, Gifts m Justin Belts and Socks,
and Greeting Cards

m Amish Handcrafted Furniture
®m Primitive Home Décor
m Kitchen and Bath Linens

m Curtains We are currently collecting perishable items that we will be donating to
m Flags, Wind Chimes and St. Paul’s United Church of Christ’s Food Bank in Trexlertown, PA

Gazing Balls

= Soy Candles, Wax Warmers 4 Seasons Country Living

9057 Hamilton Boulevard, Breinigsville, PA 18031

Located on Route 222, 2 miles south of Trexlertown, Next to 4-Seasons Garden Center

610.841.5199 ¢ fscountryliving@ptd.net

m Battery-Operated Candles

m Lighting Fixtures, Lanterns
and Candle Glow Bulbs

Add Value To Your Home With These Renovations

Homeowners choose renovation
projects for a variety of reasons.
Although many improvements
are made to increase functionali-
ty and comfort of a home, sever-
al others are seen as worthwhile
investments. These investments
can add up to a higher resale
value when the time comes to
sell a home.

Certain projects have a history of
providing a greater return on
homeowners’ investments than
others. The following renovation
tips can add beauty to your home
and generate great returns when
you put the home up for sale.

e Invest in your kitchen. Kitchen
remodels are a safe bet when it
comes to putting money into
improving a home. Residents
tend to spend a great deal of time
in the kitchen, but a dated, poorly
functioning kitchen can detract
from the value of a home, even if
the rest of the home is in good
shape. It's possible to recoup
between 60 and 120 percent of
your kitchen remodel investment,
especially if the kitchen matches
up well with the rest of your
home. Homeowners should know
that a deluxe renovation may not
be necessary, as relatively mod-
erate improvements can create a
whole new look for a kitchen.

* Look to paint. One of the least
expensive improvement materi-
als, but one that has a significant
impact, is paint. Neutral, modern
colors can easily liven up any

space. If you paint with low-VOC
paint, you also can advertise an
eco-friendly home, which is very
desireable these days.

e Put in another bathroom.
Multiple bathrooms are an attrac-
tive selling point, particularly in
older homes that may not have
been equipped with more than
one bathroom. Finding extra
space for a bathroom can be
tricky, but consider closets, areas
under stairs or even taking some
space away from another room.
Popular home-improvement tele-
vision channel HGTV advises
that half-bathrooms require at
least 18 square feet of space,
while full baths need 30 to 35
square feet for a stand-up show-
er or bathtub.

* Renovate the HVAC system.
Aesthetic improvements aren’t
the only ones that add value to a
home. Many home buyers are
eager to purchase a home that
has a new heating and cooling
system, as buyers understand
that furnaces and air conditioning
units are substantial investments
that can last for years. Other
improvements, such as adding
attic insulation or replacing older
windows and doors with more
energy efficient options, also are
smart bets.

* Add illumination to rooms. A
dark home is a dreary home.
Adding light can mean including
more overhead and accent light-
ing. Under-cabinet task lighting is

a nice touch. Inclusion of sky-
lights and sun tubes can bring
natural light into rooms that may
not have south- or west-facing
windows.

e Put a deck addition outdoors.
Outdoor living spaces have
become more desireable, espe-
cially as the “staycation” has
grown in popularity. Decks and
patios can make backyards more
appealing. The scope of your
investment will depend on the
size of the deck and design.
Doing the work yourself can cut
the cost of decks in half, but only
if you have the specific tools or
experience to tackle such a pro-
ject.

* Improve curb appeal. Adding
attractive landscaping and fresh-
ening up the entryway to a home
can add considerable value to
your home, as buyers judge
homes by their exteriors.
Completely renovated interiors
may never be seen if buyers pass
up your home because of a less
attractive exterior. Classy, subtle
changes, like well-placed shrub-
bery and a green lawn, can work
wonders. An inviting front door
and well-lit entryway also add
curb appeal to a home.

Before making improvements,
homeowners should determine if
a given project will provide a solid
return on their investment.
Finding space to install an extra
bathroom in a home can be a
worthwhile investment.

DELLONG’S FURNITURE

Discounted New, Used
and Antique Furniture

3-Piece Bench Craft
Reclining Sofa,

Reclining Love Seat and
Reclining Rocker Recliner

$1160.00
45,000 sq. ft.
Full of Furniture

Reclining Sofa and
Reclining Rocker Recliner

*1075.00

4030 Chestnut Street, Emmaus (next to Dunkin Donuts) 610-928-1515

4-Piece
Signature Design Bedroom Set

Set includes a queen-size head and footboard, dresser
with mirror, high chest of drawers and nightstand

"1075.00

We carry new and used brands such as
Pennsylvania House, Ethan Allen, Ashley,
Catnapper Recliners and many more name brands.

338 Main Street, Shoemakersville, PA 19555 ¢ E-mail: DeLongsantiques@aol.com
Telephone: 610-562-0432 ¢ Fax: 610-562-5704 = o ==
Hours: Wed. - Sat. 10 to 4; Sun. 10 to 3; Closed Mon. & Tues.E§

We can make you LOVE your home again!

We can also make your home easy to sell with a few
inexpensive touches that drive buyers wild!

LA 2| For best price, Just mention

Flooring Remodeling Decorating Handyman Service & Much More... Just Ask!

—
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HOUCK HOMES ine.

MARK NOECKER

Rt. 61, 1365 Pottsville Pike, Shoemakersville, PA 19555
www.houckhomesinc.com

—

610-362-5128

Window Cleaning

T

isplay Residential - Commercial
[ | lalaianle]. |

Be Sure
To Check

Bedroom #2

New Customers:

Out Our

Master Bedroom

i

Living Room

| Lalail]
Lol ]
| Ll |
| [ | |

10% Off First Visit

With this Ad WP

* FREE ESTIMATE

Easy
Living
Package
Homes

Bedroom #3

* Beautifully Decorated Homes
* Prices Posted in Each Home
* No High Pressure Sales
» Contracted Improvements
¢ Financing Available for Qualified Buyers
» Service After the Sale is Our Commitment
e Family Owned & Operated For 54 Years

Why Buy Elsewhere, Pay More And Get Less,
It’s Worth Your Time To Check Us Out!

* FULLY INSURED
* SINCE 1996

Call 610-562-8556
Schedule Now For Your Appointment!

_

' LESHER'S APPLIANCES INC.

MAYTAG * WHIRLPOOL - AMANA
GE * LG * HOTPOINT - FRIGIDAIRE
BOSCH ¢ SPEED QUEEN
SAMSUNG * KITCHENAID

Quality Residential Appliance Sales and Prompt Service
Family Owned & Operated Since 1941

Hours of Operation:
Mon.,Wed., Fri.8 am to 5 pm
Tues., Thurs. 8 am to 6:30 pm, Sat. 8 am to 12 pm

71 Penn Street, Lenhartsville, PA 19534
Phone: 610-562-8577

Discover, Visa, MasterCard

Remodeling Spending Increases As
Renovations Are On The Rise

In the not-so-distant past, home
improvement projects all but
came to a halt, as homeowners
were weary about investing any
money into fixer-uppers. But the
tides have changed, and home-
owners are again ready and will-
ing to invest big dollars into
home renovations.

Renewed confidence and an
upswing in the real estate market
have contributed to the remodel-
ing frenzy. In early 2014, the
Joint Center for Housing
Statistics of Harvard University
forecasted nearly $150 billion in
major remodeling spending over
the year. JCHS said as home-
owners gain more confidence in
the housing market, they’re more
likely to wundertake home
improvements they would have
avoided in recent years.

While the numbers do not yet
match pre-recession remodeling
spending, the number of con-
struction projects has steadily
trended upward. According to the
National Association of Home
Builders, as of November 2014,
a greater number of remodelers
reported higher business activity
than during the previous quarter.
Remodeling spending has been
gradually climbing back up from
the all-time low it reached in
2009.

This growth in home renovations

ters, plumbers, painters, electri-
cians, and other construction
workers. In Massachusetts
alone, a recovery in overall con-
struction employment has led to
a gain of about 18,000 jobs dur-
ing the past four years.

The Home Improvement
Research Institute expects an
additional 5.8 percent sales
growth in home improvement
spending in 2015. States that
showed the highest levels of
home improvement spending in
2014 are likely to continue to
hold the top spots through 2015,
and the National Association of
Home Builders says these areas
include the District of Columbia,
Connecticut, New  Jersey,
Maryland, Massachusetts, and
areas of southern California.
Americans are not the only ones
increasing their home spending.
According to reports released by
Moneris Solutions Corporation,
Canada’s largest credit and debit
card processor, purchases at
home improvement stores rose
by 8.49 percent over the same
period last year, and spending on
plumbing and heating equipment
and  electrical  contractors
climbed by 5.14 percent and 5.08
percent, respectively. Spending
patterns indicate that homeown-
ers are investing in DIY projects
as well as seeking specialized
work provided by professional
contractors.

Now is a good time for the real
estate and home improvement
sectors, as homeowners have
renewed their fervor for making
home renovations, both to
increase comfort in their homes
and make their homes more
buyer-friendly.
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Blue Mountain Chimney Sweep &
610-285-2081 -
el T L I -_J-_
» * Chimney Liners =
5 ® Brick/Stone Pointing/Restoration §
» * Teardowns & Rebuilds B
M o Chimney Cleaning * Masonry Repairs "
u * Relining Specialist * Chimney Caps & Dampers o ™

M ¢ Masonry Waterproofing
= * Fireplace Restorations
u ° Repointing
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¢ [nspections
¢ Flame Wood Stoves

& Inserts
H U S (E s aw

FREE ESTIMATES

J/

2209 Shartlesville Road, Mohrsville, PA 19541
610.488.7382
www.jmfencecompany.com

ks County’s #1 Fence Source

20 Vinyl Styles To Choose From

BEAT THE SPRING RUSH!!

FENGE-& ﬁ
DECK-CO.

REABING EAGLE

Distributors

Cops M

Wntra" Ors
EICO me

12 Aluminum Styles To Choose From

Lifetime
Warranty
on Materials
(Vinyl and
Aluminum)

Extruded & Fabricated
in the USA

Materials By: T=077 TA/

Diision of J/M Fence ad Deck
All Vinyl and Aluminum Fence
Fabricated On-Site

iddle Man

Residential
Fence
Material Only -

o ‘ Labor Not Included

1 Available Products: - PVC Fence - Chain Link

| - Aluminum Fence - Split Rail
Coupon must be presented at date of estimate.
Valid for residential contracts only.
GOOD AT J.M FENCE & DECK CO. I

Expires May 31, 2015 WP
-------------‘

Residentially

5% [/ lled
OFF "

Not valid on existing contracts.

Coupon must be presented at date of estimate.
Valid for residential contracts only.
GOOD AT J.M FENCE & DECK CO. I
Expires May 31, 2015 WP
- e e e e Ew Ew mw omw omw osw owl
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240 West Main St., Fleetwood, PA 19522 « Phone: 610-944-8385 ¢ Fax: 610-944-0827 « Online: www.fleetwoodblock.com
Pavers « Retaining Walls « Masonry Supplies » Patio Blocks « Pond Supplies

:
=
<

o

THINK SUMMER!
Schedule Your Installation Now.

Twiligh

I P()()IX LLC

SPECIALIZING IN: ’”%g
Inground Polymer and Steel Pogls

-a‘&‘-"s‘g

S

Aboveground Pools e Liner Replacements
Free Estimates 16 Years Experience

484-239-9763

=e

www.twilightpools.com

PA009361

Explaining Carpet Fibers And Types

When buying carpet for the first
time, homeowners can be over-
whelmed with unfamiliar termi-
nology. Navigating such termi-
nology, not to mention the vast
array of options inside typical
carpeting stores, can be difficult
and make carpet buyers ner-
vous about making the right
decision.

Homeowners looking for car-
peting for their homes are
bound to hear about particular
fibers and types of carpets. But
such talk is lost when buyers
don’t understand carpet fibers
and what makes each type of
carpet unique. The following
rundown of the various carpet
fibers and types of carpet
should help homeowners make
more informed decisions.
CARPET FIBERS

When a carpet salesman or
store employee references
“carpet fiber,” he or she is refer-
ring to the type of material used
to make a particular carpet. No
two fibers are the same, as
each feels different to the touch
and reacts to routine wear and

tear differently. Here are the
five most popular carpet fibers:
* Nylon: Nylon is the most
durable carpet fiber, and that
has contributed to its popularity.
Nylon is available in a wide
range of styles and is a flexible
material. Many nylon carpets
come with a stain-resistant
treatment to protect the materi-
al from common stains and
spills.

* Polyester: Highly resistant to
stains and fading, polyester is
soft, and today’s polyester car-
pets are more resilient and
durable than those of yesteryear.
e Triexta: Triexta is a type of
polyester fiber that is especially
soft. A relatively recent addition
to the market, triexta carpet
fibers are especially susceptible
to stains and spills.

¢ Olefin: Olefin carpet fibers are
among the least expensive,
thanks in part to its lack of dura-
bility compared to other fibers.
Olefin carpet fibers repel UV
rays and therefore don’t fade
when exposed to sunlight.

* Wool: Wool tends to be the

most expensive carpet fiber,
but that cost is offset by its con-
siderable durability and soft
feel. Wool carpets can last sev-
eral decades, but they also are
high maintenance and not
especially resistant to stains.
CARPET TYPES

The type, or style, of carpet
refers to how the carpet is
designed. The type of carpet
homeowners choose may
depend on where in their homes
the carpet will be installed.

* Frieze: Frieze carpet, some-
times referred to as twist car-
pet, is made of twisted strands
of carpet, and many homeown-
ers prefer frieze carpet because
of its modern and stylish look.
Frieze carpet can be somewhat
expensive, which is why some
homeowners install it in bed-
rooms and sitting rooms where
it won’t be susceptible to high
traffic.

¢ Saxony/Cut pile: Saxony or
cut pile carpet is ideal for high
traffic areas, such as the living
room or hallways. That's
because it tends to be resistant
to matting and crushing and still
feels soft underfoot.

* Berber: Berber carpets, often
referred to as loop carpets, are
especially durable, making them
strong options for high-traffic
areas of a home. Though there
are variations in loop carpets, a
traditional loop carpet is created
when yarn is sewn or tufted into
the backing and left uncut.
Choosing a carpet for a home is
no small task, but homeowners
who educate themselves about
the various carpet fibers and
styles can find the right fit for
their homes.

We have a FULL STAFF of CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS on Hand to HELP You on Your Projects...FREE!!!

WEHAVE SPECIALIZEDIN

ROOFING
& SPOUTING

SINCE 1972

TERRY

HARTMAN

ROOFING ~.
GCONTRAGTOR 5

* FOR QuALITY WoRK AT
REASONABLE RATES

* FULLY INSURED
FOR ROOFING

* FREE ESTIMATE ON
REPLACEMENT ROOFS

* SEAMLESS GUTTERS oy

Residential & Commercial Roofs
Roof Repair & New Roofs

610-395-3889 mERTZTOWN, PA

www.windsorpress.com
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The Potentially Harmfull Effects Of Mold In Your Home

The presence of mold in a
home is a sight few homeown-
ers want to see. In addition to
being unsightly, mold found in a
home can be unhealthy.

While certain cleaners may
prove effective at removing
mold, homeowners who want to
remove existing mold growths
and prevent future growths may
benefit from gaining a greater
understanding of mold and why
it grows inside homes.

WHAT IS MOLD?

Mold is a blanket term used to
describe fungi that can be
found both indoors and out-
doors. Many species of mold
exist, and the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
notes that some estimates sug-
gest there may be more than
three hundred thousand differ-
ent species of mold. Common
indoor molds include cladospo-
rium, penicillium, alternaria, and
aspergillus.

WHICH CONDITIONS PRO-
MOTE MOLD GROWTH?
Homeowners may notice that
mold tends to grow in specific
areas of their homes but not in
others, and that's because
molds grow best in certain con-
ditions. Warm, damp and humid
conditions, such as those found
in poorly ventilated bathrooms
and basements, make ideal
breeding grounds for mold.

WHAT ARE THE EFFECTS OF
MOLD EXPOSURE?

Molds are a natural and
resilient part of the environ-
ment, but mold growth indoors
should be addressed and
avoided. Mold spores are tiny
and invisible to the naked eye,
and when these spores attach
to wet surfaces, they begin to
grow. Once these spores begin
to grow, they can then affect
people in various ways.
Roughly a decade ago, the
Institute of Medicine found suffi-

QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP

GENERATIONS OF

1
D's TILE)547 Old 22, Lenhartsville, PA 19534

Lic # PA009756

expression and custom design.

bacteria, not to mention allergens.

and give off toxic fumes.

Business Phone: 484-857-5801
Business Fax: 484-857-5802

BEAUTY: The ceramic tile’s vast selection of colors, styles, textures, sizes, and
shapes will add beauty and style to any space or design theme.

DESIGN VERSATILITY: Combination of sizes and shapes allow for freedom of

LOW MAINTENANCE: Ceramic tile resists dirt and stains and requires little
effort to maintain its like - new appearance.

WATER RESISTANCE: Glazed or unglazed ceramic tile’s composition permits
little or no accumulation of moisture - porcelain tile absorbs none.

ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY: Ceramic tile is inhospitable to germs and

FIRE RESISTANT: Ceramic tile is essentially burnt clay which does not burn

DURABLE: A properly selected tile will outperform most, if not all, non-ceramic
finishes created for the same application.

cient evidence to support a link
between exposure to indoor
mold and respiratory tract
issues, such as coughing and
wheezing in people who were
otherwise healthy. The same
report found that mold may trig-
ger asthma symptoms among
people with asthma and hyper-
sensitivity pneumonitis, a dis-
ease in which the lungs are
inflamed when a person
breathes in certain dusts he or
she is allergic to, in people sus-
ceptible to that condition.

Some people who do not have
a preexisting condition can still
be sensitive to molds. When
exposed to mold, such people
may experience symptoms like
nasal stuffiness, eye irritation,
wheezing, or skin irritation.

HOW CAN EXPOSURE TO
MOLD BE DECREASED AT
HOME?

Adequate ventilation is
arguably homeowners’ best
friend with regard to reducing
mold exposure at home.
Control humidity levels in areas
of the home that tend to be
warm and humid, such as the
kitchen and bathroom. Install
an exhaust fan in the kitchen
and bathroom and a window in
the bathroom if yours does not
already have one.

The CDC recommends that
humidity levels be no higher
than 50 percent throughout the
day, and an air conditioner and
dehumidifier can help you keep
indoor humidity levels in check,
especially during the summer
when humidity levels tend to be
their highest of any time during
the year.

When renovating your home,
remove any existing carpeting
from bathrooms and basements
and toss out soaked carpets or
upholstery as well. If painting
will be part of your home reno-
vation projects, add mold
inhibitors to paints prior to appli-
cation.

Mold that grows inside a home
is unsightly and potentially
unhealthy. But concerned
homeowners can take several
reactive and proactive steps to
reduce existing mold growths
and prevent them from return-
ing in the future.

Bowers Sales & Rentals
has almost any tool you need for
home and yard improvement

Chippers
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Lawn equlment

Dl

... and much more!

gowm

)

SALES & RENTALS

www.bowersinfo.com

BOWERS,PA 610-682-2215

S
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S
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Kutztown PA

19530

Same Building,
Upper Level

Erie

Insurance’
FULL-SERVICE INSURER

Personal and Commercial Lines

* AUTO ¢ HOME e LIFE » BUSINESS ¢ IRAs

Toll Free:
866-682-6354

Visit us at our Website... www.dji-insuranceagency.com

www.epvmerchandiser.com
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—

e
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PARK
INJUPPER!
LOT;

* Trimming
* Removal

* Hauling

Free Estimates

* Lot Cleaning
e Stump Grinding

R. & R. TREE SERVICE

111 Bowers Road ¢ Mertztown, PA 19539
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ROBERT ROTH
Phone 610-682-2856

Fully Insured

Serving The Community For Over 65 Years!
TV, Appliances and Furniture

| tips, weekly deals
Macials!

SALES - SERVICE * RENTALS
ELECTRIC e ==

PA027347 Visit Us Online! Waw.erbelectrickutztown.com

Need Help With
lectrical Work?

a lightbulb to wiring a house, we can do it!
ce recently stop working?

d technician, Lightening Mike,
bst that won't break the bank.

fic - 610-683-7324

15085 Kutztown Rd.,
Kutztown, PA 19530
610-683-7324

HOURS: Mon. thru Fri. 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m.;
Sat. 9a.m.-2 p.m.

-
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Receive a

FREE MOWING

with a one-year contract.

See Creekside For More Details.
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PEST SER7ICES

“Honoring Customer Relations Through An
Established Family Tradition”

RESIDENTIAL «« COMMERCIAL < INDUSTRIAL

215-258-3320

Perkasie, PA

www.capassopestcontrol.com

Speed Queen®s Hontz's

“A team you can’t beat!”

NOW OFFER YOU

FREE 3 vYears
GUARANTEE

ON ALL PARTS & LABOR

CY

Serving
The
Lehigh
Valley
Since
1933

www.speedqueen.com

MADE IN AMERICA

“ENERGY-SAVING” SPEED QUEEN®
WASHERS & DRYERS
STOP IN OR CALL!
*FREE DELIVERY & PICK UP
*FREE NORMAL INSTALLATION

HONTZ’S

ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES

“A Business Built On Service Since 1933”
7830 Main St., Fogelsville, PA 18051 610-366-7936
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Bountiful, healthy trees can be
beautiful to behold and impor-
tant contributors to a thriving
environment. According to
American Forests, a nonprofit
conservation organization, a
tree can absorb as much as 40
pounds of carbon dioxide per
year and can sequester one ton
of carbon dioxide by the time
the tree reaches age 40. The
United States Forest Service
adds that trees placed properly
around a home can reduce air
conditioning and  heating
demands considerably.

Many homeowners are content
to leave healthy trees alone.
However, trees eventually must
be pruned or removed if they
become safety risks or pose
other threats. Trees with roots
that are damaging home foun-
dations or those with limbs
overhanging property limits or
power lines can be trouble-
some. Although homeowners
can handle relatively minor tree
maintenance, for a variety of
reasons, many tree projects are
best left to the professionals.

AVOID INJURY

Professional tree contractors
recognize and understand the
hazards associated with tree
and limb removal. Many oper-
ate in accordance with national
or local guidelines to maintain
proper clearance of power lines
and structures.

Trimming trees close to electri-
cal lines puts a person at risk of
being electrocuted.
Professionals know how to pro-
tect themselves and prevent
power outages, which can
result when limbs come into
contact with power lines.
Professional tree services will
use machinery appropriate for
the task. Cherrypickers and
cranes may lift workers to the
correct height to work on trees,
while do-it-yourselfers who rely
on climbing trees or using lad-
ders are at risk of injury.

PREVENT DAMAGE TO THE
TREE

Many tree services understand
the proper way to prune trees to
minimize stress and damage to
the tree itself. Novice pruners
may inadvertently do more
harm than good, resulting in
proliferation of tree disease or

shock. Improper pruning tech-
nique also can lead to an
unsightly tree.

LIABILITY

A professional tree service will
possess the correct liability and
worker's compensation insur-
ance. This protects homeown-
ers against litigation should
someone be injured while tree
work is being done.
Homeowners who damage
neighboring properties when
cutting down a tree may find

Mulching

www.epvmerchandiser.com

Weekly Lawn Care
Spring and Fall Cleanups
Landscaping and Hardscaping

Water Gardens
Core Aeration

Shrub and Tree Care

Pruning Trees A Job Best Left To The Pros

that they are not covered by
their homeowner’s insurance
policies. This can be a costly
mistake that’s easily avoided by
simply hiring a fully insured tree
removal service.

THE RIGHT TOOLS

The right tools can mean the
difference between a job done
correctly and one that results in
disaster. Professional arborists
and tree services have
acquired the training, tools and
techniques to perform the job

New Lawn Installatiors

safely. This includes using the
right tools to tackle the job.
Ropes, pulleys, cranes, stump
grinders, and other heavy
machinery are just a few of the
tools tree services have at their
disposal that the average
homeowner does not.
Trimming or removing trees
can be an unpredictable and
potentially dangerous endeav-
or. Such work is best left to pro-
fessionals.

Can't Get A Shed In Your Yard 2
We can Bui

Sheds & Garages

$75 off $1500 ~ §125 off $2500
$175 off $3500 ~ $250 off $5000

e | TS

Id It There !

Playsets & Swingsets
Free Delivery and Setup
on Sets over $1400

Cannot be combined with any other offer or used on in stock specials or sale items. WP
Must be presented at time of initial purchase. Cash or Check Only. Valid 3/25/15 - 5/2/15

We can Prepare Your Site & Remove Your Old Shedl.

———

|

> MARKETPLACE

610-921-1283

200 E. Bellevue Ave. Reading
Between Bus Rt. 222 and Rt. 61

www.windsorpress.com
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When you want a building like these,
it’s no longer a shed
but a works of art !

Your Full Service Building Contractor!

In House
Architectural Designs

Post Frame &
Conventional Framed

Construction
Pool Cabanas, Single &

25 mile radius.

Two Story Buildings,

Storage Sheds, Horse Stalls

Endless Possibilities!

Free Storage Shed delivery within

Pavilions, Swing Sets,

Poly Furniture.

Eastern

Pavilions
Kitchens

Additions -

Garages - Pool Houses
Commercial Warehousing
Equipment Storage
Horse & Bank Barns -

- Home
- New Roofing & Repairs
- Concrete Work

- New Homes
- Baths

Interior/Exterior Home Makeovers

Excavation

Call Us For All Your Building Needs!

——— MARTIN —

- Septic Systems - Demolition - Site Work

Offer many styles and sizes.
Storage Building

14588 Kutztown Road

Prepare a site with stone or
concrete.

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
www.mccbuild.com & martinconstructionco.com

14588 Kutztown Road

cost.

Build to your design and specs.

10 year warranty at no extra

(Route 222 South of Kutztowr)
Fleetwood, PA 19522

Fleetwood, PA 610-683-6120

PAB177

First-time homeowners or those
just beginning to embrace their
inner landscaper may notice
their neighbors using a machine
to punch holes in their lawns and
wonder what they’re doing.
While aeration is slightly more
complicated than simply punch-
ing holes in a lawn, that's likely
what your neighbors are up to
when you see them manning an
unfamiliar machine in their
lawns.

Aeration may be a foreign con-
cept to men and women with lit-
tle lawn care experience, but it’s

a relatively simple way to ensure
your lawn stays healthy.

WHAT IS AERATION?

Lawn aeration is the practice of
perforating the surface of a lawn
in an effort to promote stronger
roots and a healthier landscape.
A host of factors, from inclement
weather to kids using the yard as
a playground to the type of grass
in a yard, can make it difficult for
lawns to thrive. Aerating is a way
to counter some of the things
that prevent lawns from looking
lush.

WHY SHOULD | AERATE?

Explaining Aeration

Aeration is practiced so lawns
can grow deeper roots, as pok-
ing holes in the surface breaks
up compacted soil, thereby
allowing air, nutrients and water
to reach the root system.

Over time, a lawn that is not aer-
ated is likely to feature compact-
ed soil that won’t absorb water
and nutrients, which are essen-
tial to maintaining a healthy
lawn.

Lawns that are not aerated also
tend to build up thatch. Thatch is
a matted layer of materials that
can build up in a lawn over time.

Big
Green
Egg

'

The Ultimate Cooking Experience™
Large Egg
$649

For All Your Household Nes...

GENERAC LP5500

Portable Propane
Backup Power

$ 79 9 5500 Watts

20 or 30 Lb. Tank

e Available - gasoline may not be available during a power
outage and gas pumps don’t work without electricity.

We Carry

Water Heaters

Stop By Today!

Bradford White |

Eddinger Propane is the place for the

BEST PRICES & BEST SELECTION

EDDINGER

precious dollars on

Let us help & show you how to save

heating expenses.

Propane

$175.00

100 Lb. TANK - Filled

Nuts & Bolts

Hardware Available

610-845-2091

www.eddinger.info
1619 (Rt. 100) Bally, PA

Everday Low Prices

Mon. thru Fri. 7:30 - 5:30;

SERVICE CENTER

Sat. 8:00 - 12:30
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Grass clippings and other debris
might not stick to your shoe
when you walk through the yard,
but they are combining to create
thatch just below the surface of
the grass. That thatch also
makes it difficult for water and
nutrients to reach the soil where
they can promote strong, healthy
root systems. Aeration helps to
combat the buildup of thatch and
promote a healthy lawn.

CAN | DO IT MYSELF?

Homeowners with little experi-
ence caring for their lawns may
want to consult professionals
before tackling the project them-
selves. Many professional land-
scaping services have experi-
ence in aerating lawns, which
can be labor-intensive. Aerating
is not necessarily a difficult task,
but some aerators do not cover
much soil surface with each

RENTALS
SALES e SERVICE

pass they make, so it can take a
while to complete a full aeration
of your lawn. In addition, some
homeowners may be uncomfort-
able operating an aerator, and
that can lead to mistakes that
can harm a lawn. Homeowners
pressed for time or those con-
cerned about their ability to oper-
ate an aerator may benefit from
hiring professionals and then
watching how the pros do it. If
you watch carefully, you might
be more confident come the next
time your lawn needs to be aer-
ated.

HOW OFTEN SHOULD | AERATE?
Lawns that are not subject to
heavy use can go longer
between aerations than those
with more frequent use. If kids
play in the yard every day or if
you routinely host parties where
guests spend lots of time in the

yard, your lawn will benefit from
more frequent aeration. Speak
to a landscaping professional
about how often your property
needs to be aerated, as there
may be certain region-specific
variables that will influence how
frequently a lawn should be aer-
ated.

WHEN SHOULD | AERATE?
Landscaping professionals rec-
ommend aerating lawns during
the growing season, when holes
created by aeration can be filled
by growing grass. Homeowners
should consult with a landscap-
ing professional about when to
aerate their lawns, as the type of
grass may also determine the
best time to aerate.

Aeration is a great way for
homeowners to ensure their
lawns stay lush and healthy for
years to come.

So smart, so easy.

Aerators
Leaf Blowers
Trenchers
Backhoes

Saws
Dethatchers
Tillers

Post Hole Augers

Soil Compactors
Chippers
And More!

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT FOR YOUR DIY PROJECT. |

You’ve been itching to start those spring projects. Having the right
tool for the job will make them easier. When you rent from Stoney
Creek Rentals, you'll find hundreds of tools for both indoor and

outdoor projects. And a knowledgeable staff will show you how to

We Sell
Propane

www.stoneycreekrentals.com
872 Park Road, Blandon, PA 19510 * 610-926-4567

Business Hours:

Mon.~Fri. 7 AM to 5 PM; Sat. 7 AM to 2 PM

e-Subscribe to the East Penn Valley or Northern Berks Merchandiser at: www.windsorpress.com
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STIHLC

Sales & Gold Award Service

PLazA
HARDWARE, INC.

HARDWARE, Locxsmml
& BAIT SHor

* Fishing & Hunting Licenses
* Live Bait

* Small Engine Repair

* Blade Sharpening

* Window & Screens Repair
e Interstate Batteries

[U-HAUE

6344 Route 309,
New Tripoli, PA 18066

610-767-6500

Business Hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 8 am - 7 pm
Fri.8 am - 6 pm
Sat. & Sun.9am - 4 pm

JACK MILLER
ANTIQUE
CLOCK REPAIR

N.AW.C.C. 15842
NEW SPRING-WOUND & WEIGHT
CLOCKS
PICK UP AND DELIVERY AVAILABLE
Macungie, PA
610-395-1543

Spring Is Coming!
Make Your TV Reception
The Best It Can Be!

CALL US!
= " Antenna Systems s !
RI'E"'E““A & DIRECTV  precTv
SHOP 610-756-6441

/ 0ld Rt. 22, Lenhartsville  PA25726
||_usT°M 33% O |
onasine Gy fpyg Hil] Sevoey,

Unfinished Furniture
“FURNITURE for LESS”

Every size
Over 100 Varieties of & Style |
Occasional Tables!
Everything from
Plant Stands to Phone Stands...
End, Coffee, Accent & Sofa Tables

“Real Wood — Real Quality — Real Value”

]ustAwived!

HUGE Selection For Every Room In Your House Or Office!

Check Out
Our Websites:

whitewoodfurniture.com
ebersolfurniture.com

Buy any 4 Occasional Tables under

| gye=R $100 EACH

1
1
1
1
and receive the 5th table .
1
1

FREE

. SculpsHtll GOOD unfinished FURNITURE “Civet b combiefuih oy oher o

Rt. 61, Orwigsburg
Just 8 miles North of Cabela’s on the left hand side at the light.
Tues.-Sat. 10 am to 5 pm, Sun. Noon to 4 pm — All Major Credit Cards Accepted
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Russell E. Conrad, Inc.
e

Serving You Since 1932

Serpvics Contrasis, Budgst Plans
& Dammily Dissonnt Progpains

610-683-8241

e Heating Oil

* Kerosene

e Gasoline

e Diesel (On & Off Road)

e HVAC Equipment

e Sales & Service

* Boilers

¢ Furnaces (0il & Gas)

¢ Heat Pumps

e Central Air Conditioning

e 24/7 Emergency Service

www.russellconradoil.com

111 South Maple Street, Kutztown, PA 19530

Break Ground With The Right Tools

The right tools for the job can
be the difference between an
interminable landscaping pro-
ject and one that goes
smaoothly and efficiently.
Aspiring landscapers probably
have a few shovels and rakes
hanging in their garages and
sheds for basic landscaping
work. But while such tools are
effective for certain projects,
when it comes to churning soil
for garden beds or digging
holes for outdoor structures,
additional tools come in handy.
It may be well worth a trip to a
nearby home center to pur-
chase or rent one of these tools
ideal for breaking ground.

ROTOTILLER

A rototiller, sometimes called
just a “tiller,” is a powered gar-
den tool designed to loosen soil
prior to planting. A rototiller also
can help aerate soil during the
growing season. Because they
reduce the need for manual
spade digging or hoeing, tillers
can be useful landscaping
tools, particularly for homeown-
ers who want to work efficiently.
Rototillers will break through
tough soil and any plant roots.
They come in a variety of sizes,
and it's best to match the tool to
the size of the job. Many home-
owners can get by with smaller,
less powerful models, especial-
ly if the tiller is only necessary
at the beginning of planting
season. Professional landscap-
ers or those with large swatch-
es of property may benefit from
larger models.

AUGER

Augers, both mechanical and
manual, are essentially large
drill bits that help move materi-
als from one location to anoth-
er. Augers are typically used to
cut holes in landscapes, and
they are good for post-hole
drilling, which is part of the
process of installing deck foot-
ings, fencing posts or other
structures. Augers come in a
variety of sizes, and homeown-
ers can choose how much
power they prefer. Augers can
be heavy and cumbersome,
and many do-it-yourselfers will
find that one-person augers are
more than adequate for their
projects.

Augers dig deep holes, so it is
always smart to have the prop-
erty surveyed prior to use. This
way pipes, gas lines, buried
electrical lines, and any other
obstructions are clearly identi-
fied prior to drilling.

CULTIVATOR
Cultivators are similar to tillers
in that they loosen soil.

Cultivators are effective during
the growth period of plants,
when they can be used to aer-
ate the soil and remove weeds.
Cultivators come in hand-held
versions and push models, and

some are even motorized.
Cultivators get close to plants to
remove weeds without disturb-
ing the plant. They also are
used to stir in compost or fertil-
izer.

While many people think culti-
vators and tillers are the same,
that is not the case. The former
is less powerful and will mix the
soil or stir up the top layer, while
the latter can break up moder-
ately hard ground and loosen
firm soil.

When using any tools around
the garden, wear the proper
protection.  This includes
devices to protect hearing when
power tools are in use as well
as gloves and safety goggles.
Tillers, augers and cultivators
have the potential to toss soil
and rocks into the air, so make
sure others keep their distance
while work is in progress.
Proper tools can churn up soil
in a short amount of time to
make landscaping projects that
much easier.

PA015798

WAYNE STUMP
CONTRACTING

P.O. Box 208, Virginville
610-562-1587

Custom and Stock
Cabinetry

Countertop Replacements

4 New Home 4 Additions
Construction 4+ Concrete
4 Remodeling Work

*Kitchen Showroom*

PA00325

THE LEADER IN ORGANIC-BASED LAWN CARE™

Sign Up ForA
Eull*7-Step Program

for 2015 before May 1, 2015 and Receive

FREEAERATION AND SEEDING

(Up To A $200.00 Value!)

Organic-Based Lawn Care

Aeration and Seeding

Weed Control

Call today for a free lawn analysis and for more defails about this offer!

Call 484-300-1641 or E-mail CODELL@NLN7.COM

1-800-750-5296
lawnsolutions@nl-amer.com

www.windsorpress.com
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Options Abound When Laying A New Driveway

A driveway is more than just a
place to park your car. The right
driveway material can add con-
siderable curb appeal to your
home, increasing its resale
value along the way.
Homeowners have many
options at their disposal when
choosing a driveway material,
and the right material for one
home may not be the best fit for
another. The following is a run-
down of popular driveway sur-
faces and what homeowners
can expect of each of them.
BRICK

Many homeowners believe
brick driveways provide the
most aesthetic appeal, and it's
hard to argue with the beauty of
brick driveways and walkways.
Brick driveways come in vari-
ous colors and hues, and many
homeowners opt to have the
color of their brick driveways
match their landscaping, which
further adds to curb appeal. But
that curb appeal is only appeal-
ing if the driveway is designed
and installed correctly, and
homeowners can expect to pay

a premium for that, as brick dri-
veway installation is very labor
intensive.

GRAVEL

Gravel driveways may not be as
commonplace as they once
were, but this cost effective dri-
veway material is still an option.
Homeowners who live in regions
with mild winters without snow
might benefit most from gravel
driveways, which can be difficult
to negotiate when shoveling
snow. Gravel tends to be the
least expensive driveway mater-
ial to install, but professionals
may recommend that a new top
layer of gravel be laid once or
twice a year to replace material
lost to wind and everyday usage.
ASPHALT

Asphalt remains a popular drive-
way material, thanks in large
part to its practicality and ease
of installation. Unlike other dri-
veway  surface materials,
asphalt is available in just one
color, black, and that lack of ver-
satility has led many homeown-
ers to consider other options.
But asphalt remains an afford-

able driveway surface material
that's relatively easy to repair.
Cracks and holes in asphalt are
somewhat common, but reseal-
ing such blemishes once every
three to five years is typically
enough to maintain the appear-
ance of an asphalt driveway.
CONCRETE

Concrete driveways are popular
thanks in large part to their
affordability and aesthetic
appeal. Concrete can be sus-
ceptible to extremely cold
weather, but many homeown-
ers prefer concrete because of
its versatility. Concrete can be
stamped or dyed to provide a
unique look, which can
increase curb appeal. Concrete
can be expensive to maintain,
particularly when the material
cracks. In addition, gas and oil
spills are more noticeable on a
concrete surface than other dri-
veway surface materials.

When replacing an existing dri-
veway, homeowners have an
array of new surface materials
to choose from, and each mate-
rial has its pros and cons.

GLAMOUR
ENTERPRISES

| SPECIALIZING IN
FIBERGLASS POOLS

A\

RAWNING COMPANY T

www.epvmerchandiser.com

Family Owned ¢ 32 Years Experience ¢ info@glamourpools.biz

/ ( 01{/1/1&1

erece 7949
THINKING OF NEW OR
REPLACEMENT AWNINGS?

PAVTSS " RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Frame-Style Patio, Porch, Door, Window
610-965-2544
Tarps/Covers - Poly - Custom - Canvas - Vinyl
Air Conditioner Covers ¢ Grill Covers « Sand Box Covers « Swing Covers
Clear Vinyl Covers * Mesh Covers « Equipment Covers * Truck Tarps
Drop Curtains + Camper Awnings * Banners « Bags « Rubber Straps
General Repairs * Snaps * Waterproofing « Grommets « Director Chairs
For Estimates Please Visit Or Call Us At:

550 Dalton St. (Emmaus Ave.), Emmaus, PA 18049 - 610-965-2544
Monday thru Friday 8:30 AM - 5 PM & Sat. 8:30 AM - NOON

COUNTRYSIDE COAL

Delivery Service

Anthracite Coal - Hard - Medium Hard
All Sizes - Courteous Delivery Service

717-933-9263

WE SELL
BLASCHAK COAL

717-269-0804

DAVID W. ROHRER,
PROP.

Power Tool Safety Tips

Power tools can dramatically
reduce the time it takes to com-
plete home improvement pro-
jects. Professional contractors
regularly rely on power tools for
cutting and sanding, and many
do-it-yourself renovators follow
suit and invest in power tools to
help get the job done. But power
tools, in spite of their usefulness,
are not without risk. According to
the Work Safe Center, power tool
injuries account for as many as
400,000 emergency room visits
in the United States each year.
Power nailers, chain saws and
table saws account for the great-
est number of injuries. Keeping
safe is of the utmost priority when
using power tools. Here’s how:

* Read all manufacturers’ instruc-
tions and guidelines before use.
* Keep your tools clean and in
proper operating condition.

* Use the right tool for the job.

* Always wear eye protection,
such as safety glasses or goggles.
» Wear standard cotton or leather
work gloves to protect hands.

* Consider the use of earplugs or
earmuffs with loud power tools.

* Don’t use power tools in prox-
imity to flammable vapors, dust
or construction materials.

* Always check that wires are
kept away from blades.

* Maintain a tight grip on a tool.
* Do not overreach when using
tools, and maintain balance.

e Pay attention when working
with any power tool.

* Only use attachments specifi-
cally recommended for the

power tools and ensure proper
installation.

e Unplug all power tools during
breaks and anytime when tools
are not in use.

* Routinely inspect tools for dam-
age.

* Keep tools stored in secure
locations when not in use.

Did You Know...
Damage to a lawn may be indica-
tive of various problems.
Everything from insects to
rodents to the family pet may be
responsible for causing burnt
patches, holes and other eye-
sores. Getting to the bottom of the
problem is the first step in remedi-
ation. Burning and discoloration
of the lawn is often a result of high
concentrations of dog urine pool-
ing in one area. Diluting the urine
by hosing down areas of the lawn
can clear up many problems.
Birds, raccoons, skunks, moles,
and other rodents may feed on
grubs that reside just under the
thatch of the lawn, and animals
may tear up lawns in search of
this delicacy. Treating the grub
problem usually alleviates dam-
age caused by animals. Mole
crickets are another common
lawn destroyer. These insects
resemble crickets, but they bur-
row beneath the turf to feed on
plant roots. The mole crickets can
push up channels of turf as they
burrow, exposing roots to the ele-
ments and causing the grass to
die. Getting rid of the insects can
revitalize the lawn.

SELF PICK UP OR PROMPT DELIVERY

4337 Hamilton Blvd.,
Allentown, PA

(Rt. 222 Wescosville)

610-398-7200

www.abnaturalstone.com

e-Subscribe to the East Penn Valley or Northern Berks Merchandiser at: www.windsorpress.com
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BATH
FITTER"®

WE’'RE THE PERFECT FIT

AFTER &

L =

==

e ter ot i N .

A Bath Fitter system with our seamless wall makes your bathroom easy to use and easy to clean.

*Must be presented and used at time of estimate only. May not be combined with other offers or applied to previous purchases. Valid only at select locations. Fixtures and features may be different than pictured. Accessories pictured are not included. Plumbing work done by P.U.L.S.E. Plumbing.
Daniel Paul Hemshrodt MD MPL #17499, PA HIC #017017, NJ HIC #13VH03073000, WV HIC #WV053085, MD HIC #129346, VA HIC #2705155694. Each Franchise Independently Owned And Operated By Bath Saver, Inc.

“I would recommend Bath Fitter
because of the quality of the
material and workmanship.

and it
was done in 1 to 2 days!”

— Mrs. Boslet

. CODE: 11377 EXPIRES: 5/10/2015 |
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Call now or visit bfsave.com/local

1-877-922-2250

V4
scsmeoreo NART

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
THE REMODELING INDUS

BATHROOM

REMODELER
13 YEARS IN A ROW!
QUALIFIED REMODELER
MAGAZINE

Want to SAVE SS
on BOTH your
Car Insurance and

Homeowner Insurance?

We here at The Rhode Agency, Inc. can help.
We have Companies who give discounts
to BOTH auto and home policies.

Give us a call for a free quote,
and see how much you can savel!

THE RHODE AGENCY,Inc.
INSURANCE (¥

Independent
http://Iwww.rhodeagency.com

Insurance
Agent
KUTZTOWN
252 W. Main St.
610-683-3565

Kitchens
Baths
Sunrooms

Custom

Siding
Roofing
Replacement
Windows
Additions

TO EASE YOUR
BUILDING PROJECT

9)D.J. HESS

y 2

= Gonstruction

Building and Remodeling
610-682-0844

16 Lobachsville Rd., Fleetwood, PA 19522
PA002438
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Warmer temperatures and
longer hours of sunlight can
recharge energy levels. Upon
the arrival of spring, homeown-
ers dust off their to-do lists and
charge ahead with renewed
vigor.

But before homeowners can
get started on renovation pro-
jects, many must tame the
existing mess that may have
built up over the winter. Spring
is a great time to dive into
spring cleaning projects and
ready a home for a season of
renovation and remodeling.
Getting started on spring clean-
ing can be a tad overwhelming.
In 2012, OnePoll asked 1,000
adults living in the United
Kingdom how they felt about
spring cleaning, and 41 percent
of those surveyed found spring
cleaning a daunting process
while 68 percent had negative
feelings about spring cleaning.
But in spite of that initial lack of
enthusiasm, respondents said
they felt happy and more orga-
nized once they finished their
spring cleaning. Establishing a
plan and setting reachable
goals can make spring cleaning
a lot less daunting.

¢ Set aside several days for
spring cleaning. A long week-
end is a great time to do some
spring cleaning, as having con-
secutive days to clean will
reduce the chances you grow
distracted.

* Make a list and purchase all of
the supplies you will need.
Again, this will help you stay on
course, rather than going out to
the store to pick up cleaners or
organizational systems.

* Try to set reasonable goals.
Even if you hope to clean the
entire house, stick to the one or
two rooms that are most des-
perate for your attention. Divide
each task into a series of steps
so when you comaplete each
step you will feel proud that
you’re making progress.

* Create your musical playlist. A
playlist full of your favorite
songs can provide some inspi-
ration and energy to push you
through the spring cleaning
when your enthusiasm starts to
wane. The music also may take
your mind off of the work ahead
and help to pass the time.

Get Started Now On Spring Cleaning

» Start from the top and work
downward. Follow a logical
cleaning order. Begin by dust-
ing away cobwebs and lighting
fixtures. Clean light switches
and walls. Empty closets and
then restock them in a more
organized fashion. Leave the
furniture and flooring for last, as
dirt and dust may accumulate
on furniture and flooring as you
clean other areas of the home.
* Be prepared to bid adieu to
some of your stuff. Have a few
trash bags at the ready.
Reorganize items you won’t be
keeping into separate piles,
with one pile for items you plan
to donate and another for those
items you will discard. Donate
what you can and promptly put
the remainder of the items at
the curb for pickup.

Imagine what the

e Stay fed and hydrated.
Cleaning can be physically and
emotionally exhausting. Take
breaks to fuel up on food and
always have a refreshing bev-

erage close by.

Following a few guidelines can
make the process of spring
cleaning go quickly and
smoothly.

b o o o o o e e e m mm em e mm o

24 Hours A Day - 7 Days A Week & Holidays

K&W SEPTIC SERVICE:
|

WE REPAIR/INSTALL WE CLEAN |

e Standard & Sand Mound Systems ¢ Septic Tanks

* Specializing In On-The-Job Repairs ¢ Cesspools

e Tanks Located & Dug Open

e Lines Opened & Repaired

e Pumps Installed For Sand Mounds
* Risers & Bafflers Installed

» Backhoe Service

610-488-6588

5874 0ld Rt. 22, Bernville

¢ Holding Tanks
Serving

BERKS COUNTY

Call The Septic Professionals;
PAQ0E332 |

could build for you...

w il Ve BDUVIRLIING FRuUuvEd

24 Wx 24°L x 8'
24/ Wx32’Lx10°H ...........
24 Wx40°Lx10'H ...........

30'Wx32'L x10°
30'W x 40° L x 10’
30°Wx50'Lx12

36" W x 48 L x 10’
36'W x 48" Lx12’

400 W x 60°'Lx 12
40'W x 60° L x 14’
40'W x 80° L x

500 Wx96’Lx12’
50'W x 96’ L x

60°W x 96’ L x14°
60" W x 96’

Many Other Sizes & Building Options are Available.

Pioneer, Pole Buildings, Inc.

www.windsorpress.com
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Authorized Sales and Service

SEIDEL ELECTRIC

Industrial, Commercial, & Residential

29 Years Experience
PA107288

2 Steiner Kuhota
Diesel Model 440 ax4
Demos: 480 & 550 Hours

gpecial Pricing-
On% Year Warranty

Industrial Controls & Installations
New Electrical Services & Upgrades
Standby Power Generators
Emergency Service Work

484-824-2235

Licensed Master Electrician & Insured
www.seidelelect.com

HAWK VALLEY
LANDSCAPE MATERIALS

Premium Soils and Mulches

* Quantity Discounts
% You Pick Up or We Deliver

152 Pine Creek Road, Kempton, PA 19529
610-756-6259

School Districts, Townships,
State & County Parks, Etc.
Can Purchase Under
PA State Contract!

ﬁm/umbh

Model 440
Articulating
4x4

\\\v eiil‘l’/‘ /
S Chwenusin—

www.hawkvalleyfarm.com

Front Mounted 4, 5 & 6 ft. Decks
Flip up for.easy maintenance.

Design Build Construction
...

ototiller

Trencher Cab & Snowblower Rotary Sweeper Core Aerator HIC Registration #5459 Com merCiaI
Above are just some of the 20 attachments available for the Steiner. = P ]
The new 440 offers many new features including a foot pedal for forward and reverse operation, repositioned hand controls, new b‘%auma” Residentia'
hydraulic system, stronger axles, more horsepower, folding rops bar (standard), 2" receiver hitch (standard), seven-position seat GG ne

adjustment that lowers as it moves forward, newly designed dash, four halogen headlights, 40-amp charging system (standard), . .
stronger battery, electric clutch for PTO engagement (standard). Same quick-hitch system for the many front-mounted attachments. Professional Services

Since 1964

Web: www.swbauman.com

Stanley W. Bauman, Jr.
General Contractor. Inc.
Phone: 610 682-7124

MOW — BLOW — TRENCH
HAUL — DRILL —TILL

THE “STEINER” DOES IT ALL

RoY’s STEINER
SALES

151 Sousley Road, Lenhartsville, PA 19534
610.756.6150 ¢ Cell 610.217.6446
steiner151@verizon.net

NEW Model 235
with 25 HP Kubota
Diesel Engine.

Reasoﬂable
ates

AGESHEDG
Serving PA & NJ o

for over 29 years!!!

Call: Glen
610-926-5671

FAX:
610-916-2954

Fleetwood, Pa.

Don't leave that shedbehnd! Move it with you!
Do you have an unwanted shed, gazebo, or playhouse?

WEAVERS HAULING

Over 29 Years Experience!

Fully hydrostatic unit. Front-wheel drive, rear-wheel steer. Foot pedal
for F&R. Unit accepts many of the “Quick Hitch” front mounted
“Steiner” attachments.

Common Mistakes Made On Home Renovation Projects

Home improvement projects
can turn a house into a home.
Homeowners plan scores of
renovations to transform living
spaces into rooms that reflect
their personal tastes and com-
forts.

Homeowners going it alone
may find things do not always
go as planned. In fact, a Harris
Interactive study found that 85
percent of homeowners say
remodeling is a more stressful
undertaking than buying a
home. But homeowners about
to embark on home improve-
ment projects can make the
process go more smoothly by
avoiding these common pitfalls.

FAILING TO UNDERSTAND
THE SCOPE OF THE
PROJECT

Some homeowners don’t real-
ize just how big a commitment

they have made until they get
their hands dirty. But under-
standing the scope of the pro-
ject, including how much demo-
lition and reconstruction is
involved and how much time a
project will take can help home-
owners avoid some of the
stress that comes with renova-
tion projects. For example, a
bathroom renovation may
require the removal of drywall,
reinforcement of flooring to
accommodate a new bathtub or
shower enclosure and the
installation of new plumbing
and wiring behind walls. So
such a renovation is far more
detailed than simply replacing
faucets.

NOT ESTABLISHING

A BUDGET

Homeowners must develop a
project budget to ensure their

projects do not drain their
finances. If your budget is so
inflexible that you can’t afford
the materials you prefer, you
may want to postpone the pro-
ject and save more money so
you can eventually afford to do
it right.

Without a budget in place, it is
easy to overspend, and that
can put you in financial peril
down the line. Worrying about
coming up with money to pay
for materials and labor also can
induce stress. Avoid the anxiety
by setting a firm budget.

MAKING TRENDY OR OVER-
PERSONAL IMPROVEMENTS
Homeowners who plan to stay
in their homes for the long run
have more free reign when it
comes to renovating their
homes. Such homeowners can
create a billiards room or paint
a room hot pink if they so pre-
fer. However, if the goal is to
make improvements in order to
sell a property, overly personal
touches may make a property
less appealing to prospective
buyers. Trends come and go,
and improvements can be
expensive. If your ultimate goal
is to sell your home, opt for ren-
ovations that will look beautiful
through the ages and avoid
bold choices that may only
appeal to a select few buyers.

FORGETTING TO PROPERLY
VET ALL WORKERS

It is important to vet your con-
tractor, but don't forget to vet
potential subcontractors as well.
Failing to do so can prove a
costly mistake. Contractors often
look to subcontractors to per-
form certain parts of a job, and it
is the responsibility of homeown-
ers to vet these workers.

EXPECTING EVERYTHING
TO GO AS PLANNED
Optimism is great, but you also
should be a realist. Knowing
what potentially could go wrong
puts you in a better position to
handle any problems should
they arise. The project might go
off without a hitch, but plan for a
few hiccups along the way.

OVERESTIMATING

DIY ABILITIES

Overzealous homeowners may
see a renovation project in a
magazine or on television and
immediately think they can do
the work themselves. Unless
you have the tools and the skills

atic. In the long run, leaving the
work to a professional may
save you money.

Home improvements can be
stressful, but homeowners can
lessen that stress by avoiding
common renovation mistakes.

necessary to do the work, tack-
ling too much can be problem-

We Do It Your Way!

Personalized Service, Sales & Installation
Heating & Cooling...Heating Oil, Propane & Natural Gas

¢ Air Conditioning Service & Tune-ups

* Heating & Cooling Upgrades & New Installations

* Conversion To Natural Gas or Propane Heating

o Installation Of Propane Tanks (Multiple Sizes In Stock)

* Whole House Backup Generator Installations

@\'\“ Fuel ﬁtru le

* Friendly ¢ Family Owned e Fair Prices
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Today: 610-916-0237

212 SLATER RD., READING, PA 19605
www.elitefuelservice.com
HIC# PA017944

K3

e-Subscribe to the East Penn Valley or Northern Berks Merchandiser at: www.windsorpress.com
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Bailey Wood Products
441 Mountain Road
Kempton, PA 19529
PH: 610-756-6827
www.baileywp.com

R M SCHAEFFER LLC

Plumbing & Hydronic Heating
2050 0Id 22 « Lenhartsville, PA 19534 « Ph: 610-562-8362

Residential - Commercial « Agricultural
o * Water Well Pumps
Myers + Sewage Pumps

» Water Systems & Purification
+ Environmental Systems + Radiant Heat

Richard M. Schaeffer, Member Allen R. Schaeffer, Member

PA023263

‘& SIDING CORP.

153 Quarry Road
Kutztown, PA
610-683-5512(Phone)
610-683-3207(Fax)

Featuring Everlast Roofing’s New OMNI

panel...manufactured for

OuUR NAME SAYS IT ALL

* Superior strength * Long lasting durability

< Decorating
Center

Because
Elsenhard’s
is having a

Spring Sale!

CARPET
HARDWOOD
COUNTERTOPS
CERAMIC TILE
VINYL
WALLPAPER
LAMINATES WINDOW
TREATMENTS
BAMBOO CORK
LUXURY VINYL TILE

Over 62 Years
Experience

BEST SELECTION
BEST SERVICE
BEST INSTALLERS

FREE ESTIMATE
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Garden-Inspired
Decor Brightens
Spaces And Mood

Many homeowners take up gar-
dening to transform their homes
with beautiful flowers and
foliage, while others do so to
yield fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles. But gardening can be
more than just a weekend
hobby. In fact, it may be espe-
cially beneficial for homeown-
ers to surround themselves with
more plants and natural decor,
whether in the yard or in the
home.

Studies have indicated that gar-
dening can be good for the mind
and body. In addition to improv-
ing mood and reducing stress,
plant life and gardening also
may help people have a more
hopeful outlook on life. If reap-
ing the benefit of a beautiful
landscape is not reason enough
to get into gardening, elevating
your mood and coping with
depression or illness may be
even further motivation to start
developing your green thumb.
Home-design trends seem to
be following suit, offering indi-
viduals more opportunities to
surround themselves  with
potentially therapeutic plants.
Explore these emerging and
established garden décor
trends to try in and around your
home.

e Living wall planters: A living
wall planter can add greenery to
any décor without taking up
floor or table space. Ideal for
outdoor  structures, these
planters also can be used
indoors if you safeguard against
leaks and dripping. A living wall
planter is a framed device that
houses plants in a manner that
enables them to be vertically
mounted to a wall surface.
While there are commercially
available models, you can cre-
ate your own design and paint
or stain it to match the existing
décor. Use a soil-free potting
substrate to avoid the mess that
regular soil may create.

¢ Combining fish with garden-
ing: Enjoy the best of two relax-
ing worlds by installing a water
feature in your yard. Garden
retailers offer ready-made kits
that can make fast work of
establishing a pond or other
water feature in the backyard.
Otherwise, there are plenty of
water garden companies and
installers who can suggest a
design and put in your desired
water features. Add fish suit-
able for outdoor life to your
pond. These include koi and
certain goldfish varieties. Game
fish are discouraged because
they can destroy pond plants. If
an outdoor pond is more main-
tenance than you desire, con-
sider an indoor aquarium with a
combination of fish and live
aquarium plants.

e Creative furniture designs:
Maybe you’re a person who
appreciates the unique and
whimsical? Tables, benches
and chairs can be built with
planting channels that enable
you to have greenery and gar-
den décor in one piece. Envision
a picnic table with a cutout down
the center for a thin row of
plants or decorative grasses.
This is a project the entire fami-
ly can get behind, as the more
creative ideas the better.

e Improved outdoor lighting:
People who like to spend time
in their gardens and yards may
not want to be limited by sun-
rise and sunset. By incorporat-
ing different lighting sources,
you can create a retreat that is
welcoming at any hour.
Although flood lights and over-
head lights can illuminate a
space, consider ambient and
decorative lighting to create the
desired ambiance.

¢ Functional fire pits and places:
A blazing fire creates a cozy
spot to gather on chilly
evenings, but fire pits and fire-
places also can be used as
impromptu cooking spots for
s’'mores or frankfurters on a
stick. You can purchase a
stand-alone fire pit from any
number of retailers or build your
own with patio pavers and fire
bricks to line the interior of the
fire pit. Outdoor fireplaces
require more work, and you
want to hire a mason to ensure
proper installation.

¢ Enjoyable yard additions:
While plants and seating may
take center stage, some people
still want to have fun in their
yards. There’s an increased
demand for yard designs and
décor that can put the fun in
backyard living. Bocce courts,
ring- or horseshoe-toss setups,

www.epvmerchandiser.com

610-562-4700

For All Your
Home
Cabinetry
Needs

e Kitchen

e Bath

e Entertainment
 Home Office

e Closets

Custom Cabinetry At

FREE DESIGN SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATES

All Products are Proudly Made in the USA.

as well as bean bag-toss
boards, can be incorporated
into landscape designs, giving
you yet another reason to
spend a few hours in the great
outdoors, where you can expe-
rience a few healthy laughs in
the process.

Gardening and spending time
outdoors are great hobbies and
may even boost your mood.
Homeowners can explore the
popular trends in garden décor
and natural elements that they
can enjoy inside and outside of
their homes.

LR

Y ’f &

Fire pits and outdoor fireplaces
are increasingly popular in
backyards.

Creation\7 Cabinetry, LLC

557 State St., Hamburg, PA 19526

www.creationcabs.com

or Below Box Store Pricing

Featuring Custom Cabinetry by
Creation Cabinetry and
Semi-Custom Cabinetry by Wellborn
and Other Quality Manufacturers

John J. Stetzler

Upholstering

e Car and Truck Seats
o Furniture
¢ Recover Boat Seats

¢ Day-Night Shade Repairs
e Gustom Boat Covers
¢ Miscellaneous

2485 Shartlesville Road
Mohrsville

——— R $~ 1 610-488-7760 or
) __J 484-955-2436
jisupholstering.com

Magonry
Resgtorations

STONE POINTING ° FACING * SANDBLASTING
FIREPLACES * CHIMNEYS  RETAINING WALLS

RON HOFEMAN -/ NSURED  640.682-7001

Call Today For Affordable
Pricing & Free Estimates

1-800-861-6445

sResidential
«Commercial

i

ax

eAgriculture
eHorse Barns
Pole Buildings Also

Available with
Concrete Floors,

www.jwlpolebuildings.com

m Stock & Custom Pole Buildings

Shingle Roofing,
Vinyl Siding, Insulation

#PA022680

P

Your
Lot or
Ours!

Call for Details

Sales Center & Decorated Models Open M,W,F 9-5 ¢ T,Th 9-6 ¢ Sat 10-3

8117 Chestnut St., Hereford, PA 18056
(Near Intersection of Routes 100 & 29)

800.903.5711 « 215.679.5242

Since 1970

www.HerefordHomes.com

www.windsorpress.com


http://www.epvmerchandiser.com
http://www.creationcabs.com
http://www.windsorpress.com
http://www.eisenhards.com
http://www.jwlpolebuildings.com
http://www.HerefordHomes.com

SPRING HOME IMPROVEMENT GUIDE- SUPPLEMENT TO THE EAST PENN VALLEY MERCHANDISER FOR MARCH 25, 2015

Dick

Wessner

ASPHALT
PAVING

e Driveways

* Long Lanes
 Parking Lots
e Developments
e Roadways

E-mail: dickwessinc1@verizon.net
PA006152

The Relationship Between Paint And Mood

Painting is one of the easiest
and least expensive ways to
transform the look of a space.
The colors homeowners
choose for their walls can give
rooms their own unique feel
and even affect the moods of
the people within them.

Finding the right shade for a
bedroom or kitchen involves
more than just selecting the first
color that catches your eye.
Design experts and psycholo-
gists alike say it may be worth-
while to choose a color that
helps you feel good rather than
just following design trends.
The paint color you pick may
add energy to a space or create
a tranquil retreat where you can
unwind at the end of the day.
BLUE:

To create a spa-like environ-
ment and a more serene space,
look to shades of blue in soft
variations. Cool blues are
soothing colors that can help
lower stress levels and promote
sleep. That's why blue is a fre-
quent fixture in bedrooms and
bathrooms. Just be advised
that too much blue can make a
room appear cold and stark, so
balance out blue with some

warmer accents.

ORANGE:

Many people do not immediate-
ly consider bright orange for
their homes, but when used as
an accent shade, orange can
really brighten up a home.
Orange is considered a shade
that expands creativity and
imparts a youthful appeal to a
space. Consider an orange
accent wall or a burst of color
with orange throw pillows. If
pumpkin orange is a little too
bold for you, tone it down by
choosing a more pastel, peachy
hue, which is equally warm and
energizing.

RED:

Red stimulates energy and
appetite, which is why the
shade is so popular in restau-
rants and home dining spaces.
Red is a good choice for social
gathering rooms but may not be
the wisest choice for a bed-
room, as the color may prove
overstimulating.

GREEN:

Green can evoke composure
and tranquility and works in any
room of the house. Since green
is the primary color of nature, it
also works well for those people
who want to bring some of the
outdoors inside and work with

the fresh starts and new growth
that green can inspire. To make
green feel less subdued and
sleepy, work with its comple-
mentary opposite, red, by using
a few bold red accents here and
there to balance out the tran-
quility of green.

PURPLE:

People have long related purple
to royalty, and this dramatic
color can add a formal, regal
aspect to a home depending on
the hue. Purple also may help
stimulate the creative side of
the brain. In paler shades of
lavender, purple can seem
almost ethereal and spiritual.
Some designers suggest avoid-
ing purple in a bedroom
because that is a place you
want your brain to rest rather
than be stimulated.

YELLOW:

Few colors are more vibrant
than yellow, which can help
stimulate conversation and
make thoughts more focused. A
luminous shade of yellow is an
ideal way to make any space
more welcoming and bright.
Just use it sparingly, as too
much yellow may not be a good
thing. Yellow accents mixed
with touches of purple can offer
the balance needed to prevent
yellow rooms from overwhelm-
ing residents and guests.

Home decorators should keep
in mind that colors can be
blended to create the desired
environment. A color scheme
based on complementary col-
ors, or those opposite on the
color wheel, may fit. Otherwise,
analogous color schemes, or
those colors that are next to
one another on the color wheel,
can create a variation that suits
your design needs.

Stay Cool Without Air Conditioning

Hot, steamy weather can deralil
the best intentions of reducing
energy consumption. As tem-
peratures soar, few can resist
the temptation to crank the air
conditioning unit and relax in
some frosty comfort. However,
relying too heavily on air condi-
tioning can compromise the
efforts of men and women hop-
ing to reduce their carbon foot-
prints.

It is estimated that up to 50 per-
cent of electricity used during
the warm weather season is for
air conditioning. The American
Council for an Energy-Efficient
Economy says energy con-
sumption for home air condi-
tioning accounts for more than
8 percent of all the electricity
produced in the United States,
costing homeowners more than
$15 billion annually. This trans-
lates to roughly 195 million tons
of carbon dioxide, an average
of almost two tons per year, for
homes with air conditioning. Air
conditioning costs and energy
usage vary widely depending
on the type and age of a unit,
the size of a home, how well air
conditioners are maintained
and many other factors.

Air conditioners work similarly
to refrigerators. Evaporator and
condenser coils either distribute
cool air into the home or
release hot air outdoors. When
an air conditioner is running, a
great deal of heat can be
expelled outdoors. Air condi-
tioners use pumps known as
compressors to transfer heat
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between these components.
Refrigerant fluid is pumped
through the tubing and fins sur-
rounding the evaporator and
condenser coils. When the fluid
reaches the indoor coll, it evap-
orates, taking heat with it and
cooling the air that will be
pumped inside. The pump then
moves the gaseous refrigerant
over to the outdoor coil where it
condenses, transferring that
heat to the air that will be
expelled from the building.
Compressors, fans and addi-
tional components of air condi-
tioning systems require a lot of
energy and power.

Reducing reliance on air condi-
tioning can lower energy bills
and benefit the environment.
Before turning on your air con-
ditioning unit this summer, con-
sider these cooling tips.

* Use cool water. Run your
hands, head and feet under
cold water. This will cool down
the blood in key pressure points
of the body and keep you feel-
ing cool for an hour or more.

* Run fans in a counter-clock-
wise position. Ceiling fans
come equipped with a switch
that enables you to change the
blades’ spinning direction.
Counter-clockwise will draw the
cooler air up from the floor and
distribute it throughout the
room.

* Dress sparingly. While in the
comfort of home, wear minimal
clothing to remain cooler. Sleep
in less clothing and remove
covers if you're finding it difficult

to get a good night’s rest.

* Change your home’s color
scheme. A light-colored roof
and siding will help reflect the
sun’s rays rather than absorb
them. This can make a home
considerably cooler.

* Plant shade trees. Trees can
stop sunlight from baking a
home or backyard. Trees also
absorb and sequester carbon
dioxide  emissions,  which
makes them beneficial to the
environment for a variety of rea-
sons.

* Open windows and doors at
night. Open windows to allow
cool nighttime air to enter.
Open interior doors (including
closets) to allow trapped, hot air
to be released. This may help
cool the home down a few
degrees.

* Avoid steam and heat-produc-
ing appliances. Dishwashers,
ovens and hot showers can add
extra heat to an already warm
home. Wait until the evening
before running appliances.
Stick to cool showers and cook
outdoors if possible.

* Insulate your home. A home
that has a well-insulated attic
and walls will keep the heat out
of the house during the hotter
months of the year.

Air conditioning systems use a
great deal of energy, but eco-
conscious homeowners can
explore other methods of keep-
ing cool to help lessen their
reliance on air conditioners this
year.

www.epvmerchandiser.com

The majority of air conditioning e
. Lll}l'@]_)ai.l'ab]tzx thank

refrigerant in new air
ltlﬂllllllj systems tu()l\ ﬂliw t In JdllUdlY 2010.

You see, R-22 has bheen used in almost EVERY Air Conditioner
made for the last 40 years. Yet the replacement refrigerant is
incompatible and won't work in systems using R-2 ot only that,
air conditioning equipment manu 's have ped making
replacement parts for many pre-2010 "orphaned" A/C systems.
Without the right parts, they can't be repaired.

Get the picture? Yes, now may be a smart time to consider
replacing your ex And we'll give
you these attractive savings to make this smart idea easier:

ing central air conditioner ¢ 1.

Call today at 610-683-7364 because this special
offer is only good until April 30, 2015.

I RETAINING
I WALL SYSTEMS
AND PAVERS

I Pick Up At Our Yard Or
We W|II Dellver Any S|ze Load

WE SELL:

e QUALITY TOPSOIL
(Specially Prepared Rich Mix)

* ASSORTMENT OF MULCHES

* AG BEDDING

* DECORATIVE STONE

* DRIVEWAY STONE

* FRESH & SUPER AGED
MUSHROOM SOIL

* FILL DIRT « STONE ¢ SAND

* BAGGED OR BULK

T
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Prcious Stones

Our 35th Year

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 AM to 5 PM,
Sat. 8 AMto 3 PM
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4 Industrial Drive, Hamburg, PA
(formerly Lowland Road)

610-562-8662
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KitchenSaver

CUSTOM CABINET RENEWAL

Save $750

on the cost of your custom cabinet renewal

S

Renew your cabinets with refacing.
just by using this coupon!

New cabinet doors and soft-close drawers with hardware

Matching cabinet exteriors and reinforced cabinet boxes

Promo Code: 76231
Expiration Date: 5/10/2015

Must be presented and used at time of estimate only. May not be combined with other offers or applied to previous
purchases. Valid only at select locations.

New custom counter tops and a built-in sink

Storage and organization accessories customized for you

Installation by your professional technician in just 3-5 days. L

prepare tobeimpressed: | —_ 888 _7()Q_(0)9Q9Q/ |

PA HIC #063180 Delaware Business License #2013605887 Ohio Registration #2219521

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

i R RY SLLEER
CENTRAL PA CHAPTER NAT-27207-1

g&sﬂER FORO@

) i (S
l COPPER * BRASS - BLACKSMITH l

572 St. Michaels Road
Hamburg, PA 19526
610.504.8060

fforge@early.com www.fisherforge.com

Custom Blacksmithing and Ornamental Iron Work

Specializing in:
Antique Reproductions and Hardware
Restoration Work
Custom Railings, Gates and Furniture

Equipment
Buying New Riding Mower?
== Let Me Help You Recycle The Old!
Riding Mowers, Tractors, Go Carts, Minibikes,

Snowblowers - Any Condition.
Berks & Surrounding Areas

610-944-3047 www.mower-recycler.com

Free Removal * Quick Friendly Service

g Bernard 6. Spohn)

Construction v Remodeling v Painting

T

. Garages * Family Rooms
¢ Kitchens * Bathrooms
* Replacement Windows ¢ Additions
& Doors, Storm Doors * Decks
* Ceramic Tile * Siding
¢ Vinyl, Hardwood & ¢ Ceilings

A QEngineered Flooring e Formica & Corian

: QUALITY WORKMANSHIP AND
g 013306 MATERIALS

WE ALSO DO SMALL JOBS.

Free Estimates

~=\F Cal 610-926-1999

EMBER OF HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATIO/

Tips For Homeowners On Their First Renovation Projects

Home renovations are typically
exciting, as homeowners get to
see the visions of their dream
homes come to light right
before their very eyes. Turning
an outdated bathroom into a
modern oasis or an empty
basement into the ultimate man
cave strengthens the sense of
attachment homeowners have
with their homes.

But few home renovation pro-
jects go from start to finish with-
out experiencing a few bumps
in the road along the way. Such
bumps can be difficult to handle
for homeowners working on
their first renovation projects,
but there are many ways for
novices to navigate the some-
times murky waters of home
improvement projects and
come out relatively unscathed
on the other end, where a newly
renovated home awaits.

¢ Plan well and know what to
expect. When working with con-
tractors, get all agreements in
writing and spell out exactly
what you desire in a home reno-
vation. Photo references can
help guide contractors and
architects. Ask for the full picture
of what can be expected with
the work, from demolition to the
punch list. Knowing what lies
ahead can keep you grounded
throughout the project.

¢ Discuss work each day and
set payment schedules. Make
payments contingent on work
completed. This can help keep
contractors on schedule. Paying
for all work upfront leaves
homeowners at a disadvantage,
as it does not provide incentive
for workers to be timely and effi-
cient. Check in with workers to
get daily progress reports.

* Have reasonable expecta-
tions. A renovation project may
exceed its budget and take
longer than initially expected.
Understanding that these
potential setbacks might be part
of the process will make it easi-
er to handle them when the
foreman speaks to you about
any issues that arise.

. Accept the mess.
Construction work is messy.
There’s no way to maintain a
pristine house when contractors
are entering and exiting all day.
Dust is bound to be generated,
and tools can fill up rooms. A

home in disarray can be stress-
ful, but continue to visualize the
end result and the mess won’t
bother you so much.

e Establish a contingency plan.
Bathrooms and kitchen renova-
tions are typically the most dis-
ruptive home improvement pro-
jects. Going without a kitchen
can make it difficult to enjoy
meals at home, while a bath-
room remodel may require you
to navigate water shutoffs. If
your project is scheduled to
take several months, establish
a contingency plan to deal with
the consequences of your reno-
vation project. Speak with fami-
ly members about using some
of their home amenities, and
prepare and freeze meals in
advance so you can reheat
them later on when you don’t
have access to your stove.

¢ Plan your escape. Sometimes
the constant work and mess of
construction is too much to
bear. Afford yourself time away
by visiting relatives or staying at
a hotel. Even a single night
away can provide the relief you
need.

visit us online at
reface.com/local

A home that is undergoing a
remodel can be a less than
comfortable environmenta. But
homeowners who have never
before lived through a renova-
tion project can take several
steps to make the process go
as smoothly as possible.

Buildings For All Your Needs

Commercial, Residential and Agricultural

Designed and Custom Built by

Martin ConstrucTion Company

Call Us For Your Next Building Project
We Can Help You With All Phases: Design, Site Work, and Building Construction.
“Designed & Built With Care For Over 35 Years."

www.martinconstructionco.com
Fleetwood, PA 610-683-6120

www.windsorpress.com
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Elmer Swarey
484-256-1079

Cooler Summers, Warmer Winters

LOWER BILLS

e Residential

e Agricultural

Commercial

ISURIMMSERUEES T

E-mail: elmerswarey@gmail.com

Fleetwood, PA

PA098824

Charles Swarey
484-256-2015

Secrets To Keeping An Organized Shed

Despite other intentions, home-
owners often turn their garages
into storage centers for ran-
dom, little-used items, leaving
little to no room for the tools and
even vehicles that actually
belong in a garage. Such
homeowners may turn to sheds
to store their garage overflow
and keep yard equipment at the
ready, but storage sheds are
not immune to clutter, and
homeowners may find the very
structure erected to keep them
organized requires a bit of orga-
nization itself.

A well-organized shed can save
homeowners time and energy,
as it's easy to abandon or delay
a project if you can’t find that
pair of work gloves you
stashed. The first step to any
organizing project is to take
everything out of the shed and
determine just what needs to go
back in. Iltems that do not
belong in the shed should be
moved to their rightful locations
or tossed in the trash if they're
no longer needed. Make a pile
of anything that will be kept, a
separate one for donations and
a third for garbage. Take inven-
tory of what you have so you
know whether you’re missing
any items or you have some-
thing and do not need to pur-
chase another.

Now that the entire shed is
empty, you can assess just how
much room you have. Utilizing
vertical and overhead space
effectively can free up areas on
the floor for larger equipment.
Shelving, racks, pegboards and
any other materials that enable
you to hang or store items off
the floor are good investments.
Visit your nearby home
improvement retailer to find
items that can simplify your
storage. You also may be able
to put scrap wood to use to
make your own storage shelves
or a work bench. Extra kitchen
cabinets can be installed in the
shed to organize additional
items.

In order to remember where
items go, label or sort them
accordingly. Some people like
to take organization a step fur-
ther by tracing the outline of
tools hung on the wall so they
can be placed back in the same
spot after use. This also serves
as a visual reminder of which
tools are missing and which
ones need to be purchased.
Don’t forget to utilize shed
doors as additional storage
space. Hang frequently used
tools, such as rakes and shov-
els, on the inside of the doors
so they will always be easily
accessible.

You also can repurpose stor-
age solutions designed for
other areas of the home. For
example, magnetic knife hold-
ers can be mounted to a shed
wall to keep paintbrushes orga-
nized. These holders also can
be used to keep many small
metal tools tidy. Metal funnels
can hold twine and string.
Thread through the narrow end
of the funnel for a handy dis-
penser.

Keep dangerous substances off
the floor and out of reach.
Gasoline, chemical fertilizers
and other potentially dangerous
substances should be stored
high up to keep pets and chil-
dren safe.

Make sure the shed floor is
sturdy and level. This makes it
easier to neatly store larger
items. Roll in the lawnmower,
wheelbarrow and any other
cumbersome items. Now that
more things are mounted verti-
cally, you should find that you
have more area to move
around.

Taking the time to clean and
organize a shed can help make
anyone more productive.
Hanging items vertically frees
up more space in a shed or
garage.

Explore
The Alternatives
To Granite
Countertops

Granite has long been a popu-
lar countertop material for
homeowners looking to com-
bine functionality with aesthetic
appeal in their kitchens. But
granite is no small investment,
and homeowners looking to
refurbish their kitchens should
know there are a multitude of
countertop materials available
to those working on a budget or
those who simply want to give
their kitchens a different look.

* Solid wood: Wood counter-
tops create a warm, homey
interior. Butcher block counters
are less expensive than granite
and do not necessarily need to
be ordered from a speciality
retailer. But wood can stain and
dent and can even burn when
hot kitchenware is placed atop
it. Regular application of oil can
help homeowners maintain the
appearance of their wood coun-
ters for years to come.

* Marble: Marble tends to be
less expensive than granite
without sacrificing aesthetic
appeal. However, marble is
softer and more porous than
granite, so it can stain and be
etched. Diligence in wiping
away spills, routine sealing and
a gentle touch is necessary for
those who choose marble
countertops.

* Soapstone: This is a natural
stone composed mainly of min-
eral talc that gives the stone its
smooth feel. Soapstone ranges
from black to gray but can
sometimes have a green shade
to it. Other materials in the
stone can produce veining.
Although softer than granite,
soapstone is still high-density
and will hold up well. It's imper-
vious to stains and bacteria,
and exposure to chemicals will
not damage it.

e Quartz: Quartz is a manufac-
tured product made of stone
aggregate and polymers com-
pressed under high pressure. It
has the look of natural stone but
requires less work to maintain.
Quartz has consistent colors
and patterns and is a non-
porous material, so it will not
need routine sealing and

resealing.

* Glass: Glass countertops are
back-painted, so homeowners
can order just about any color
they want. Glass will be tem-
pered, so it is safe and heat-

* workman’s wages

* replacement of tools

* truck maintenance
* truck insurance

* fire insurance

* unemployment tax
* social security tax
* business taxes

& HEATING

* workman’s compensation insurance
* truck expenses - gas, oil, tires, etc.

* rent, heat, electricity, telephone
* wear & tear on equipment

* education & training costs

BADINGER PLUMBING, INC.
175 Moyer Rd., Reading, PA 19605

610-779-3640 PA017820
BLANKENBILLER PLUMBING

Is Your Plumber Worth The Price?

We Would Like You To Be Aware Of The Costs

Involved In A Service Call

* customer property insurance

* occupational health & safety equipment
* preparation of state & federal forms

* employee life and health insurance

* postage, stationery

* office equipment

www.epvmerchandiser.com

resistant. Glass can scratch,
though, so it is not as impervi-
ous as other materials.

* Concrete: Concrete is another
material that can be colored to
match homeowners’ whims.
Concrete is relatively inexpen-
sive compared to other counter-
top materials, but it can crack or
chip.

While granite is a popular coun-
tertop material, homeowners
who want something new have
many additional options at their
disposal.

* employee vacation & holiday benefits
* registration and usage fees

* pension program contributions
* secretary and/or bookkeeper wages
* miscellaneous uncharged

* parts - oil, grease, solder,

lubrications, etc.

A.P. MERKEL, INC.
123 S. Richmond St., Fleetwood. PA 19522

610-944-0476  PA009543

MOYER PLUMBING
& HEATING CO., INC.

il

FOR THE SAFETY OF YOUR FAMILY, FOR COMPETENT MECHANICAL WORK AND FOR

QUALITY PRODUCTS...CALL FOR A LOCAL PROFESSIONAL PLUMBING CONTRACTOR

326 Freeman Drive, Fleetwood, PA 19522
610-929-2264 PA059110

COMFORT EXPERTS
207 South Richmond St., Fleetwood, PA 19522

610-944-1216  PA003038

GMI FIRST, INC.
328 Buttonwood St., Reading, PA 19601

610-921-0790 PA018509

EARL F. KEGERISE, INC.
3454 Pricetown Rd., Fleetwood, PA 19522

610-944-8532  PA000544

KLINE’S MECHANICAL & HARDWARE

62 Main St., Strausstown, PA 19559
610-488-1897  PA005685

LINCOLN PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

450 Morgantown Rd., Reading, PA 19611
610-376-0863  PA008609

Sd BGRB 5
i

Plumbing,
Cooling Contractors, Inc.

105 Main St., Kutztown, PA 19530
610-683-7364 PA000949

WALTER F. NAUGLE & SONS, INC.
233 S. Miller St., Shillington, PA 19607
610-777-1357 PA009617

R.M. SCHAEFFER LLC

PLUMBING
2050 Old Rt. 22, Lenhartsville, PA 19534

610-562-8362 PA023263

LEROY SCHANNAUER

PLUMBING & HEATING
1919 Old Lancaster Pike,
Sinking Spring, PA 19608
610-777-0304 PAO13664

JOHN D. SMITH, INC.
10 Ballfield Lane, Fleetwood, PA 19522

610-944-8618 PA004248

Heating &

—
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LANDSCAPING

A Full Serwce Company Servmg' Berks and Lehlgh Countles Slhce 2000

The Many Benefits Of Hiring A Professional Landscaper

The flowers are blooming, and
the grass has begun to grow
anew, making spring a great
time for homeowners to once
again turn their attention to
landscaping. Those who aren’t
looking forward to dusting off
their lawnmowers and rethread-
ing their string trimmers may
want to hire professional land-
scapers to tend to their lawns
and gardens.

A recent joint study by the
National Gardening
Association, Residential Lawn
and Landscape Services and
the Value of Landscaping found
that homeowners spend rough-
ly $45 billion per year on pro-
fessional lawn and landscape
services, as nearly 30 percent
of all households across the
United States use at least one
type of lawn or landscape ser-
vice. The rising use of lawn
care services is indicative of
homeowners’ appreciation of
the convenience and crafts-
manship professional services
can provide. While the impact
professional landscapers can
have on a property’s aesthetic
appeal is considerable, home-
owners also benefit from work-
ing with professional landscap-
ers in various other ways.

e Time savings: One of the
biggest benefits of leaving lawn
care to the professionals is the
amount of time it will save for

the average homeowner.
Lawns generally need to be
mowed once per week during
the spring and summer sea-
sons and, depending on the
size of the property, that can
take an hour or more. Add the
time it takes to clean up clip-
pings, mulch landscaping beds
and edge the property, and
homeowners can expect to
devote a significant chunk of
their weekends to caring for
their lawns. Lawn services
employ a few workers who
make fast work of the job, leav-
ing homeowners time to enjoy
their weekends however they
see fit.

* Reduced risk for injury:
Maintaining a landscape is hard
work, and those unaccustomed
to this type of activity may find
themselves winded or at risk of
injury. Improper use of lawn
equipment also is a safety haz-
ard. Leaving the work to profes-
sionals can help homeowners
avoid strained backs, lacera-
tions, pulled muscles, sun-
burns, and any other dangers
that can result when tackling
landscaping projects.

* Financial savings: On the sur-
face, hiring a landscaping ser-
vice may seem like a costly
venture. However, after crunch-
ing some numbers, many
homeowners realize that doing
the work themselves may cost

PA#005466

New Home Framing
Building & Remodeling

* Basement Finishing e Additions
* Interior/Exterior Home Makeovers
¢ Vinyl Deck ¢ Rubber & Metal Roofing

Fleetwood, PA

www.ezmecarpentry.com
No Swunday Calle

more in the long run than hiring
a professional landscaping ser-
vice. Homeowners who decide
to go it alone must purchase
expensive equipment, and
those lawn tools will require
routine maintenance, which
costs additional money.
Inexperienced  homeowners
may incur extra fees to “fix” mis-
takes that occur during the
learning process. Each year,
new seed, fertilizer, mulch, pes-
ticides, and other supplies also
must be purchased. But profes-
sional lawn care services typi-
cally charge a set fee per
month, and that fee covers the
maintenance of both your prop-
erty and the equipment needed
to keep that property looking
great.

* Know-how: Many professional
landscapers know how to
address lawn care issues that
may arise throughout the year.
They will know how to deal with
dry patches of lawn or poorly
draining areas, and they also
can make recommendations on
plants that will thrive under cer-
tain conditions.

e One-stop shopping: Certain
landscaping services provide
many different options for
prospective customers. Basic
lawn cuts may be one package,
but there also may be services
for seasonal seeding, weeding,
leaf clean-up, and winterizing.

e Consistent maintenance:
Homeowners who frequently
travel or spend much of their
summers away from home
often find that lawn care com-
panies are a wise investment.
Established weekly schedules
ensure the landscape always
will look its best whether home-
owners are home or out of
town.

Spring is a great time for home-
owners to decide if hiring pro-
fessional landscaping services
is in their best interests. The
time and money saved, as well
as impact professional land-
scapers can have on a proper-
ty, makes landscaping services
a great investment for many
homeowners.

Time saved and a professional
job are just two of the reasons
homeowners hire lawn care
companies.

www.epvmerchandiser.com
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E. S. SAVAGE, INC.

221 Island St., Hamburg, Pa. 19526
Phone 610-562-7581
*Heating OIl Products
*Burner Cleaning CARDTRO
*Service Contracts | GAS puy:

FAC
*Budget Payment U
Plans Available

Time To Perk Up
Your Driveway

FILL
(Sand - Stone)

DRIVEWAYS

(Base Stone)

Get Your Order
In Now!

Buildingsjby

WOOD ORIG

o SERVICE & EXPERIENCE
Wood Originals has been serving customers since
1990. We will be happy to come with you to your
building site, sit down with you and review your
ideas, and offer suggestions.

o WORKMANSHIP
Qur buildings are built by our employees, many of
which have been with us for years. We back our
buildings with a 2-5 year workmanship warranty.

o QUALITY MATERIALS
We offer a concrete column post which eliminates
wood posts in ground as well as many other options.

e)e) e | - J I
Baiiizl, P 2 J "JJJ"JJJ"JJ J:‘) > SINCE 1990
HESIDENTIAL o COMMERCIAL © EQUESTRIAN o SPECIALIZING IN POST FRAME CONSTRUCTION
Visit Our Website To View Our Photo Gallery

W W W. woodorlglnalsmc com [HJ R
HIC#PA018496 N2

www.windsorpress.com
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Home Additions: Up Or Out?

Homeowners hoping to expand
their homes are faced with a
number of choices. One of the
first they will have to make is
which direction to take their
expansion. Homeowners can
choose to expand horizontally,
increasing the footprint of their
homes, or vertically.
Professionals urge prospective
remodelers to consider the pros
and cons to each expansion
option, including which direction
to build.

One of the first considerations
is land space. Building horizon-
tally will cut into yard space that
you may have already ear-
marked for a pool, shed or
another feature. Proximity to
neighbors and the dimensions
of your property will also help to
determine if expanding horizon-

tally is a good idea.

Building codes and neighbor-
hood requirements also must
be considered before making
any renovations. Some munici-
palities may have rules in place
that govern renovations. Add-
ons may not be allowed to
exceed certain height limits, nor
may structures be built within a
certain number of feet of prop-
erty lines.

Homeowners who choose to
build upward will have to con-
tend with work crews and other
staff being in their homes.
Raising the roof may require
vacating the premises at a cer-
tain point. Also, extensive reno-
vation work will be needed on
the lower level of the home,
whether it's to shore up the
structure, clean up after the

[
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AW Types of

Plumbing, Heating,
Cooling, Electrical
Sevvice & Hookupy
For AW Types Of
Genevatory

lealing & Cooling, Ine.

HIC #PA005569

* 28 YEARS EXPERIENCE
¢ LICENSED AND INSURED  » NEW CONSTRUCTION
* FREE ESTIMATES * SERVICE

61 PRICETOWN ROAD + FLEETWOOD, PA 19522
Uat & Rich 610-683-5465 Fax: 610-683-329U

* REMODELING
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renovation or repair ceilings,
drywall and other components
where levels meet.

It may seem easier to expand
outward, but this requires laying
additional foundation for the
new building structure. Bringing
in digging equipment and
masons can be costly. When
you build vertically, such foun-
dation work may not be neces-
sary if your home is structurally
sound and can bear the weight
of the addition.

Building out typically involves
the least disruption to your life
and the existing space.
Homeowners should keep in
mind that any renovation will
require permits or variances. In
addition, if the project increases
the value of the home, home
insurance costs and property
taxes may rise. Only after all
considerations have been
weighed should a project begin.
Homeowners need to consider
whether to build up or out when
they add on to homes.
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Shop-At-Home Service
Residential and Commercial

Custom Window Treatments are created in
our workroom and are installed by us.

Disaster-Resilient
Homes Start With
Concrete Walls

\(MS) — A home today must be
more than just aesthetically
pleasing. The costs of fuel con-
sumption and extreme-storm
damage, plus costs in the way
of carbon footprints, are making
all of us insist on far more prop-
erty benefits, including superior
durability and resilience from
pending disasters.

“In that case, open the door to a
home built with concrete rein-
forced walls, instead of wood,
and see how you will receive
greater safety, comfort, invest-
ment value, and energy effi-
ciency,” says Todd Blyth at
Nudura, a leading name in

building

technology.

“Concrete is a major solution for
weather extremes, and for

more than a decade now, the
building system using ICFs
(insulated concrete forms) has
proven to deliver the most
durable building frame.”

The ICF principle is simple,
Blyth says.

The walls are constructed with
pre-assembled, interlocking
units (similar to Lego), so
they’re easily transported to any
building site. Each form consists
of two panels of thick foam
(expanded polystyrene) con-
nected with a patented web sys-
tem. Guided by the architectural
design and beauty aspects you
request, the ICFs are stacked,
steel reinforced, and filled with
concrete until the entire building
envelope is complete.

Here’s a snapshot of additional
building benefits:
Disaster-resilient: ICF walls
withstand winds of up to 402
kilometers per hour and give
you a fire protection rating as
long as four hours.

Energy efficiency: Premium
insulation delivers an energy-
efficiency rating as high as R-
50 due to the thermal mass of
the concrete (compared to an
average R-20 in wood struc-
tures), and that equates to
reducing household energy bills
by as much as 70 percent. And
if optional inserts are added to
the ICF forms, this efficiency is
improved even more.

Free Estimates

610-926-7934

MULCH
MOWING
PLANTING
FERTILIZING

Tom Suess
Lawn Care and Landscape

TOPSOIL
TRIMMING
LANDSCAPE
WALLS & PATIOS

alley]

Hardware & Supply

(tformerly Bell Hardware, Mertztown)

Decades Of Hardware Experience

At Your Service

Hours: Sun. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Mon. thru Fri. 8 a.m.to 7 p.m.;
Sat. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
957 State St., Mertztown

610-682-2159

Bruce Obyle,

Electrician/Owner
#PA105730

24-Hour

Bruce W. Obyle

T/A WERLEY ELECTRIC 1ic

Home, Farm and Business
2773 Golden Key Road, New Tripoli, PA 18066

E-mail: werley54@aol.com

610-657-1299

Emergenc FREE
sergice y Estimates

Call us for all your electrical needs.
When it comes to your safety and comfort - no job is too small.

Over 40 Years
Experience

Bucket
Truck
Available

Occupant comfort: Outside cold
can easily travel through the
typical wood-framed wall, caus-
ing uneven temperatures inside
your home. However, the
monolithic ICF wall eliminates
drafts and cold spots and it is
an effective sound barrier, filter-
ing out unwanted noise.

Green living: Concrete is a sus-
tainable material; trees are not
needed; the system uses only
recycled polymers and steel;

the building process creates
less waste than traditional
methods; and the occupants
use fewer fossil fuels for a
much smaller carbon footprint.
Short- and long-term value: A
concrete home is built to last
and retain its value longer. In
the short-term, the superior
durability of concrete walls
require less maintenance,
repair and money to maintain
than wood structures.

SNAPPER

Lawn Mower

« More Efficient Bagging System
* 190cc Briggs & Stratton
875 Pro Series ReadyStart™ Engine
* Disc Drive, Self-Propelled,
Rear Wheel Drive System
* Grass Gripper Mower Traction —
¢ 21-Inch Hi-VAC®
3-In-1 Steel
Mowing Deck
2.5 Bushel
Rear Door
Grass Bag

e Riders
e Tractors
e Walk-Behind
e Self-Propelled
¢ Push

¢ Rototillers

P2187520 3 in 1
21" 190cc Hi-Vac Self-Propelled

629 4

ECHO

¢ Ghain Saws
o | eaf Blowers
e String Trimmers

1C’S MOWER
SALES....SERVICE

Sales...Service...Parts
530 Park Road, Fleetwood

“We don’t care where you bought it.”

SNAPPER
RE110

28" 11.5HP Rear Engine
Riding Mower

* 11.5 HP/344cc Briggs &

Stratton PowerBuilt 4-Cycle
OHV Engine

o, * Disc Drive

Transmission

* 28-Inch, Hi-Vac®
Mower Deck

* User-Friendly
Mower Features

610-944-9270
==

-
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LENNOX
LENNOXD

Ds&D

in your home, call us

- or -
10% OFF

A Preventive

BEFORE YOUR
A/C GIVES OUT,
GIVE US A CALL -

Heating & Cooling

Before the worst happens

for a free consultation %,

Our Service Offer is
$9900 TyNE-UP SPECIAL

Maintenance Agreement

New Customers Only - Expires 6-1-15

HEATING & COOLING..

PA 003114

610-965-0990 www.ddheat-cool.com
200 East Penn Avenue, Alburtis, PA 18011
The Valley’s Only Lennox Premier Dealer

www.epvmerchandiser.com
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How You Can Finance Your Home Improvement Projects

Many homeowners recognize
that improving and maintaining
a property makes a home more
livable for its inhabitants and
more attractive to prospective
buyers when the time comes to
erect a “For Sale” sign in the
front yard.

But a well-maintained home
also provides additional bene-
fits. According to the United
States Department of Housing
and Urban Development, home
improvements not only raise
the values of individual homes,

but they tend to raise neighbor-
hood standards as well. Home
improvements can create jobs
and help local communities
flourish economically.
Maintaining a home can be a
costly undertaking. Home
improvement projects can be
expensive whether homeown-
ers hire professionals or tackle
renovation projects on their
own. The following are a hand-
ful of options homeowners can
consider as they look for ways
to finance renovation projects.

* Paying outright: Paying for the
renovations upfront and in full is
perhaps the simplest way to
finance a project. Homeowners
who have the cash to pay for
renovations outright won’t have
to worry about interest rates or
balloon payments.

* Mortgage refinancing: Some
homeowners tap into their
home equity to cover home
remodeling projects.
Refinancing a mortgage means
paying off the debt owed and
starting over with a completely
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new loan. Refinancing comes
with various fees and can cost
between 3 and 6 percent of the
loan’s principal.

* Home equity loans and lines
of credit: Both of these options
are commonly referred to as
second mortgages. When
homeowners apply for home
equity loans or lines of credit,
they are borrowing against the
equity value in their homes. A
home equity loan is a term, or
closed-end, loan. It is a one-
time sum that will be paid off
over a set amount of time with a
fixed interest rate and the same
payment each month. This is a
one-time loan from which a per-
son cannot borrow further. A
home equity line of credit, or
HELOC, is like having a credit
card. It's possible to borrow a
certain amount for the life of the
loan, which is a set time speci-
fied by the lender. During this
time, homeowners can with-
draw money as it is needed up
to the value of the line of credit.
HELOCs typically have a vari-
able interest rate that fluctuates
and payments can vary
depending on the amount of
money borrowed and the cur-
rent interest rates.

e Title | property loan: Residents
of the United States with limited
equity in their homes may quali-
fy for an FHA Title | loan. Banks
and other lenders are qualified
to make these loans from their
own funds, and the FHA will
insure the lender against a pos-
sible loss. Title | loans can be
used for any improvements that
will make a home more useful
and livable. They cannot be
used for renovations deemed
luxury expenses.

e Borrow against retirement
funds: Some people opt to bor-
row against a 401(k) plan, IRA
or another retirement fund. If
the retirement plan allows a
loan without penalty, it can be
another way to secure funds.

Call Today For An
Appointment and
Free Estimate!!
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* Credit cards: Credit cards are
an option when improvements
are not expensive. Individuals
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may qualify for cards with a no-
interest introductory periods of
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caards can be a good way to
pay off moderate improvements
in a short amount of time.
Many home renovation projects
require homeowners to develop
a home improvement budget.
Homeowners are urged to
explore all options and find the
least costly loan method and
the one that will present the
best possibility for avoiding
debt.
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Renovating An Historic Home

Living in an historic home can
be a labor of love. The history
and the distinct architecture of
historic homes draw buyers to
such properties.

Historic-home renovations dif-
fer from other types of modifica-
tions. According to the Victorian
Preservation Association, reno-
vation is getting a home back to
where it may have been when
originally built, but making con-
cessions for today’s lifestyle.
Preservation is the act of main-
taining a structure in its current
historic state, and restoration is
returning a home to its original
state. Unless a homeowner
plans to use an outhouse or live
without electricity, the majority
of work done on historic proper-
ties is likely to fall into the cate-
gory of a renovation.

Renovating an aging structure
can be fulfilling and help to
make a home more functional.

But make no mistake, such a
renovation is a major undertak-
ing. Before beginning, it pays to
hire a professional consultant
with expertise in renovating his-
toric properties. He or she can
inspect the property to deter-
mine which areas of the home
are safe and which will need to
be upgraded. A professional
inspection also can determine if
any deficiencies lie hidden in
the structure. Potential con-
cerns can be toxic paints and
other substances, building code
issues, rotting, and structural
settling. Professionals will know
what to look for and guide
homeowners accordingly.
Homeowners also may want to
consult with a preservation
association, community
restoration group or general
owner-builder group. These
people can refer homeowners
to the craftspeople and materi-
als that will be needed for a job.
Homeowners can request to
see other historic properties in
the area and learn what those
owners did to maintain the
integrity of a home when using
newer materials.

Before any work is started,
homeowners should find out if
their home is listed with the
National Register of Historic
Places. According to the United
States National Parks Service,
property owners can do what-
ever they want with their prop-
erty so long as there are no fed-
eral monies attached to the
property. However, the property
owner should also contact his

or her state’s historic preserva-
tion office, or SHPO. The
SHPO is the state agency that
oversees historic preservation
efforts in each state, and there
may be state or local preserva-
tion laws that the owner should
be aware of before renovating a
historic property.

Craftspeople should have expe-
rience with historic homes and
a sensitivity and appreciation of
renovating older properties.
Homeowners always should
see examples of a craftsper-
son’s work and verify refer-
ences from each contractor
before hiring anyone to work on
the property.

Homeowners who want to
include traditional hardware
and other period details in their
homes may be able to find qual-
ity replicas of historic milling
materials, while others may
want to scour antique shops or
salvage yards for era-appropri-
ate materials.

Historic renovations can be
costly and have a tendency to
go over budget because of
unforseen damage and hazards
that have to be repaired so the
building is up to code. Going
into the project with this in mind
can help soften the blow of
extra costs down the road.
Historic homes can be beautiful
and appeal to buyers who
appreciate the one-of-a-kind
nature of older properties.
Renovating historic homes may
take time and money, but the
results may be well worth the
effort.

How To Inspect For Roof Damage

Many homeowners do not think
twice about their roofs. But
when leaks develop, roof
repairs and the subsequent
costs of such work shed light on
how important it is for home-
owners to pay closer attention
to the roofs over their heads.
Though certain roof issues, like
shingles lost to inclement
weather, are unforeseeable,
many problems can be avoided
with routine roof inspection.
Checking roof conditions twice
a year can help homeowners
avoid potentially costly repair
work or even more expensive
roof replacement projects.
Spring is a good time to
inspect roofs, which are often
at the mercy of harsh condi-
tions throughout the winter.
Heavy snow, ice and biting
winds can do significant dam-
age, making spring the perfect
time to assess if any such
damage occurred and address
any issues.

* Start the inspection in the inte-
rior of the home. Before break-
ing out the ladder and climbing
up to the roof, inspect the
home’s interior, pinpointing
potential problems that may
indicate roof damage. Check

for stains on the ceiling which
may indicate leaks that need to
be addressed. Homeowners
with attics should enter their
attics and look for signs of
water damage, making note of
any damp or wet insulation.
This will let you know if water
has been entering the attic all
winter. Pay attention to the
location of any wet spots or
stains so you can match them
up to the exterior of the roof
later on. Musty smells also may
be indicative of moisture prob-
lems, even if there are no visi-
ble leaks.

* Inspect the roof outside. Grab
a set of binoculars and inspect
the exterior of the roof. Look at
the roof flashing, including
around the chimney and other
areas of protruding pipes and
vents. If the flashing is warped
or damaged, moisture might be
settling underneath. Sealant
around dormers or skylights
can also degrade, resulting in
leaks. Check for spalling on
masonry, such as the mortar of
chimneys. Porous areas will
allow water to infiltrate.

* Go directly on the roof and
check. Work with a partner and
carefully climb on the roof while

someone holds the ladder
below. Walk on the perimeter of
the roof, looking for peeling or
warped shingles, missing shin-
gles, holes, or scrapes. If the
roof is compromised in any
way, it will need to be repaired.
The problem will only grow
more significant and repairs
more expensive if damage is
ignored. Sometimes a repair
can be as simple as patching a
leak with a new shingle and
roofing cement. Popped nails
can be pounded down and any
curled shingles can be nailed or
cemented back into place.

* Consult a roofing expert. If
you are unsure if your roof has
made it through the winter
unscathed and would like a
second opinion or if you find
there is considerable damage,
contact a roofing contractor.
This person will offer a profes-
sional assessment of what can
be repaired or if the roof should
be replaced. If your roof is
metal or features clay tiles, you
may not have the expertise to
make repairs yourself and will
need to hire a professional.

* Check the gutters, too. While
you are up on the roof, inspect
the gutters and downspouts as

aFully Insured

* Shingle

Roofing

* Rubber

Roofing

well. Cracked or damage gut-
ters will cause water to leak
down the side of the home,
potentially damaging the foun-
dation. Clear any debris or left-
over leaves from the gutters to
ensure the rain can wash
through unobstructed.

A post-winter roof inspection
can protect homeowners and
their families from the elements
and reduce the likelihood of
potentially costly repairs down
the road.

* Seamless

Gutters

* Window
Replacement

* Vinyl
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=F Amendments Can

Help Produce
Healthy Soil

Mother Nature provides plenty
to grow healthy lawns, gardens
and landscapes. But as many
homeowners know, some
lawns sometimes need a little
extra boost to complement
nature. Soil sometimes must be
amended so plants can thrive.
Only after the right composition
is created can plants take root
and perform to the best of their
abilities.

The Colorado State University
Extension defines a soil
amendment as any material
added to soil to improve its
physical properties. The goal is
to provide a better environment
for roots. Depending on what
you are starting with, any num-
ber of ingredients must be
added to the soil recipe. Water
retention, permeability,
drainage, aeration, nutrients,
and water infiltration are some
of the things amendments can
improve when added to soil.
Before homeowners add any-
thing to the soil in their yards, it
is first important to determine
what  that  soil needs.
Homeowners may notice if soil
is overly sandy or full of clay,
but further testing can confirm
what the soil is lacking. Soil
tests are often available
through local cooperative
extension offices or private lab-
oratories. Speak with a nursery
or garden center about where
you can get your soil tested. A
comprehensive test may cost
between $5 and $10 and can
provide invaluable information
that saves you hundreds of dol-
lars in wasted plants and mate-
rials, not to mention effort.
Some labs also can tailor their
recommendations based on the
type of planting you will be
doing. For example, a veg-
etable garden may need differ-
ent amendments than a row of
azalea bushes.

Organic matter is a preferred
soil amendment used by pro-
fessional and novice gardeners
alike. The decaying remains of
plants release nutrients that are
absorbed into the soil and used
by microorganisms and bacte-
ria, creating a healthy environ-
ment for plants. Organic mater-
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ial may break up compacted
soil to increase drainage. In
sandy soil, organic material
serves as a sponge to keep
water from washing away.
Compost and manure are two
examples of frequently used
organic materials. Both of these
materials are readily available
at little cost.

Compost can be produced at
home from food and plant
scraps. Raked leaves and small
amounts of grass clippings can
be added to compost. Over
time, the decomposition
process will turn scraps into a
nutrient-rich, dark brown sub-
stance that provides many
plants with all they need to
thrive. Compost is particularly
useful in vegetable gardens.
Manure should come from her-
bivores, or those animals that
sustain themselves on grass
and other plants. Carnivores
can produce harmful bacteria in
their waste, which is not safe to
use in gardens, particularly
food-bearing gardens. Manure
can be commercially pur-
chased, or avid gardeners can
work out arrangements with
nearby livestock owners and

farms. These people may be
more than willing to give you
manure for little to no cost if you
cart it away. Dried manure is
preferred because it will have
minimal odor.

Additional forms of organic
amendments include wood ash,
sphagnum peat, wood chips,
sawdust, and worm droppings.
Inorganic amendments also
may be used, and are usually
relied on to improve water
retention and drainage.
Vermiculite, perlite, pea gravel,
and sand are examples of inor-
ganic amendments. A combina-
tion of organic and inorganic
amendments can create the
perfect mix for your needs.

Soil amendments typically are
added to new and unplanted
beds. Peat moss and shredded
bark take years to decompose
and will serve as long-term
amendments in the soil.
Compost breaks down quickly
and may need to be worked in
more frequently.

Experts recommend spreading
amendments on the planting
bed and then using a rake or
tiller to work it in to a depth of
about nine inches. Particularly

ACEBOOK! 3

e

sandy soil or soll Wlth a lot of
clay may need more amend-
ments.

Permanent plants, such as
trees or shrubs, also can bene-
fit from the extra nutrient boost
amendments provide.
Sometimes it is sufficient to
spread the material over the
soil surface and let rainwater
and wildlife help distribute it to
the plant roots. Otherwise, work
it into the top inch or two of the
dirt with a hand cultivator.

Soil amendments can be the
difference between a thriving
garden and healthy landscape
and one that has seen better
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Kick Start Spring
With A
Finished Basement

(MS) — After a winter of hiber-
nation, spring is the perfect time
to consider remodeling projects
that will help keep your house
cool in the coming summer
months and reduce energy con-
sumption.

An unfinished basement is a
source of energy loss in many
homes. By simply finishing the
space with wall and floor cover-
ings, you will notice a difference
on your energy bills. A remod-
eled basement offers more than
additional storage and living
space. It can provide room for a
growing family or a space
where you can retreat for some
privacy.

Insulation is a key component
in making your basement look
and feel comfortable, inviting
and dry. For the best results,
install a rigid board insulation
like ROXUL ComfortBoard IS
against the concrete foundation
before you stud the wall. The
board is mechanically fastened
or adhered to the concrete
foundation wall, preventing
thermal bridging through the
studs, offering a higher R-value
and better thermal perfor-

mance. It will ensure your base-
ment is not a source of energy
loss, but rather an inviting
retreat all year round.
Installation tips are available
online at
www.diywithroxul.com.

Help Your Home’s Exterior Rebound From Harsh Winter Weather

The seasons can be harsh on
homes, and perhaps no season
is more taxing on a home’s exte-
rior than winter. Harsh winter
weather can take a toll on roofs,
gutters, landscaping, and just
about any other part of the home
that must face the cold head-on.
The following are a few areas of
your home that might need some
help rebounding from winter now
that spring has finally arrived.

* Gutters: Gutters are vulnerable
to winter weather, as strong
winds may blow debris into the
gutters or even blow the gutters
off of the house. Gutters should
be cleaned prior to and immedi-
ately after winter to ensure
they’re working properly and not
backing up to the point that water
can build up and damage the

roof. Reattach any loose gutters
and clear them of any debris left
behind by winter winds.

* Roof: The roof is another area
of your home’s exterior that may
have been beaten down over the
winter. Examine the roof for
cracked, missing or deformed
shingles that can allow water to
enter a home and damage its
interior. Some roof damage is
visible from the ground, but
homeowners who just endured
especially harsh winters may
want to climb up on their roofs or
hire a professional to get a clos-
er look. Another way to deter-
mine if the roof was damaged is
to go into your attic and check for
water damage near roof trusses.
Water damage indicates some-
thing went awry over the winter.

* Walkways and driveways:
Heavy snowfall or significant
accumulation of ice over the win-
ter can result in cracked or dam-
aged walkways, driveways and
porches. Some of this damage
may have resulted from aggres-
sive shoveling or breaking up of
ice. Look for any cracks in areas
that needed shoveling over the
winter, as such cracks can be
safety hazards and may even
prove to be entry points into your
home for water or critters.

* Landscaping: Landscaping also
tends to take a hit in areas that
experience harsh winters. Winter
storms may damage trees, which
can put a home right in the line of
falling limbs or worse. Walk
around your property to inspect
for tree damage, removing any

How To Close Up A Fireplace For The Season

A roaring fireplace on a chilly
day provides a welcome, aes-
thetically appealing respite from
the cold.

Fireplaces are typically used
throughout winter, but when
spring rolls around, many
homeowners no longer feel the
need to light a fire. As fireplace
season winds down, homeown-
ers can take the following steps
to close their fireplaces for the
warm weather seasons ahead.

BEGIN THE CLEANUP

Repeatedly lighting fires results
in an accumulation of ash and
residual wood debris. Clean out
what you can by hand and dis-
card the soot. To conduct a
more thorough cleaning, use a
high-powered garage vacuum

to clear out any remaining
ashes from crevices and other
parts of the firebox.

HIRE A CHIMNEY SWEEP

A fully functioning fireplace
chimney should be swept annu-
ally by a certified chimney
sweep. He or she will remove
soot and any creosote from the
inside of the chimney. Creosote
is highly flammable and can
cause considerable damage if it
catches fire.

A professional chimney sweep-
ing also reduces the amount of
dirt and odor that will continue
to enter a home after the fire-
place has been retired for the
season. Damp spring weather
can moisten soot trapped in a
chimney, causing it to smell.
Cleaning and deodorizing can
help keep rooms fresh.

ASK FOR AN INSPECTION

Ask a chimney sweep to inspect
your chimney in addition to
cleaning it. A sweep can look for
leaks and cracks, and he or she
should also look at the flashing
system and rain cap, which can
prevent water infiltration. You
don’t want to learn your chim-
ney is in poor shape during a
heavy spring rainfall. Ask that
the pipes, brickwork and
damper also be checked for
functionality and good repair.

CLOSE THE DAMPER
Homeowners should close the
dampers on wood-burning fire-
places when closing their fire-
places for the season. Doing so
prevents animals from making
nests inside the chimney and
possibly gaining entry into your
home. Closing the damper also
makes the home more efficient
by not letting air escape through
the chimney.

Those with gas fireplaces
should leave the damper open
at all times to prevent a gas
buildup in the home in the case
of a gas leak. However, home-
owners may want to extinguish
the pilot light for a gas fireplace
in the spring to reduce energy
usage.

MAKE IT ATTRACTIVE

Some homeowners choose to
dress up a fireplace to make it
look more appealing in the off-
season. Flowers, plants, can-
dles, or decorative accents can
be placed in the firebox to add
style to a home.

When closing a fireplace for the
season, homeowners can bene-
fit from hiring a professional to
ensure everything is done cor-
rectly and the fireplace will be in
top shape and ready to warm
everyone up next winter.

Spring is a great time to prepare
fireplaces for seasonal closing.

fallen limbs or cutting down any
limbs that appear dead or that
might eventually prove a safety
hazard. In addition, check the
grass for any dead spots that
might have fallen victim to winter
freeze, and address those spots
when the time comes to revitalize
your lawn.

* Appliances: When surveying
your property after a long winter,
inspect appliances like a central
air conditioning unit or even
dryer vents to make sure they
made it through the winter
unscathed. Such appliances
may have proven an attractive
nesting spot for animals over the
winter, but damage can be sig-
nificant if vermin or other ani-
mals seek shelter from winter
weather inside appliances.

Did You Know...

Feng shui is the practice of
arranging a home or office envi-
ronment so energy flows gently
and smoothly throughout the
building. Many homeowners
adhere to elements of feng shui,
the origins of which date back
several thousand years, in an
attempt to create a positive envi-
ronment that is free of stress.
The basis for feng shui is that
everything in a given environ-
ment has an energy known as
“chi.” Proponents of feng shui
believe chi not only flows through
the body but also through the
environment. When a home envi-
ronment negatively affects this
flow, believers in feng shui feel
this can lead to health problems,
financial troubles or domestic
strife. This is why feng shui
adherents do not allow clutter to
accumulate in their homes, as
they feel clutter can stagnate
energy flow. In addition, feng
shui adherents avoid homes with
long, dark hallways or poorly lit
staircases, as they feel such
areas negatively affect the flow
of energy in a home.
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Prices in all Ranges
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Home Improvement Glossary

Understanding the terminology
used in the home improvement
and construction industries can
help homeowners be better
informed and involved in pro-
jects around their homes. The
following are some common
industry terms.

Aggregate: Crushed rock used
in many asphalt applications.
Ampacity: The amount of cur-
rent a wire can safely carry.
Asbestos: A fibrous material
that was once used widely in
building materials but is linked
to cancers of the lung and lung
cavity.

Backfill: Soil or gravel used to
fill in against a foundation.
Beam: Horizontal framing
member designed to carry a
load from joists or a roof.

Butt joint: Lumber pieces joined
at the ends.

Casement window: A window
with hinges on one of the verti-
cal sides making it swing open
like a door.

Caulking: Flexible material
used to seal a gap between two
surfaces.

Code: Rules set forth by a gov-
ernment institution to determine
fair and safe trade practices.
Curing: A process that brings
paint or masonry materials to
their final, durable form.
Drywall: A wall finish made from
gypsum plaster encased in a
thin cardboard.

Estimate: The anticipated cost
of materials and labor for a pro-
ject.

Fixed price contract: A contract
with a set price for the work.
Flashing: Sheet metal or roll
roofing pieces fit to the joint of

any roof intersection or projec-
tion.

Footing: Widened ground base
of a foundation to support foun-
dations or piers.

Framing: The structural wooden
elements of most homes.

GFl: A ground fault current
interrupter, which is an electri-
cal device used to prevent
injury from contact with electri-
cal appliances.

Jamb: The exposed upright part
on each side of a window frame
or door frame.

Level: A tool to check for level
or plumb surfaces.

Permit: A legal authorization to
begin a work project.

Pitch: The slope of incline on a
roof.

Rebar: Steel rods that are
imbedded in concrete for stabil-
ity.

Shim: A tapered piece of wood
used to level and secure a
structure.

Stud: Vertical parts of framing
placed 16 or 24 inches apart.
Watt: A measure of the electri-
cal requirement of an appli-
ance.

Did you know?

A flat roof is more prone to leak-
age than other roofs, so home-
owners may need to routinely
inspect their flat roofs for any
areas of water penetration.
Another way to prevent leaks is
to install gutter systems correct-
ly. Gutters should not be hung
completely level, but angled
toward the roof’'s downspouts
and drains. This angle will bet-
ter facilitate water flow.

AS YOUR LIFE CHANGES,
BE SURE YOUR
INSURANCE KEEPS UP.

Get your free On Your Side® Review today.
Your agent will look at hundreds of ways to
save you up to $500.*

TIM LONG
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longt3@nationwide.com
410 West State Street
Mertztown, PA 19539
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Home Repairs! Interior and Exterior

Plumbing Installation
Electrical
Roofing
Siding
Masonry
Replacement Windows
Painting
Wallpaper Hanging
Decks

WE SERVICE:

Push Mowers
Riding Mowers
Snowhlowers
Pick Up and Delivery Available

www.windsorpress.com
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Wood Wood
Gas Gas
Pellet Pellet
Coal Coal
| PO A Sales and | Hidgedd dales and
_ \cstovssandircplacescom Service S g e Service

QUALITY FIREPLACES
Award Wising Products

Napoleon®NZ6000 Quadra-Fire Classic Bay
Wood Burning Fireplace 1200 Pellet Stove

BUILT TO A STANDARD, NOT A PRICE

Harman Advance
Pellet Stove

Jotul C450 Wood Insert $2,599

while supplies last

Boyertown
Special

311 County Line Rd., Bldg. 15, Boyertown, PA 19512 120 North Main St., Alburtis, PA 18011
484-415-0751 610-966-3556
Tues. & Thurs. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Wed. & Fri. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Fri. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.;
Sat. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.; Closed Sun. & Mon. Wed. 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Sat. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
www.kcstovesandfireplaces.com www.kcstovesandfireplaces.com

Over 30 Stoves On Display ;5

EARLY BUY PRICING ON PELLETS Pick Up & Delivery Available
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