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LET CAMILLO’S CATER YOUR...
• Bridal Showers • Rehearsal Dinners
• Weddings        • Seating Up To 50
On Or Off  The Premises
Ask For Paula

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Pizzeria and Bar

264 Greenwich St., Kutztown, PA
(We’re next to the car wash)
610-683-5637

Open 7 Days 11 a.m. to 2 a.m. 
www.camillosrestaurant.com

Visa, 
MasterCard
Accepted

We are looking forward to seeing you!

BBaarrbbaarraa’’ss
Silver Scissors Hair Salon
129 Jefferson Street, Hyde Park, PA 19605
Please Call For An Appointment: 610-921-0139
Sukesha, Kenra & Bosley products for thinning hair
HOURS: Tues. - Sat. (by appointment preferred)

““WWhheerree  
LLooookkiinngg  GGoooodd

IIss
UUnnddeerrssttoooodd!!””

WWee  AArree  LLooookkiinngg
FFoorrwwaarrdd  TToo
SSeeeeiinngg  YYoouu!!

Creative Designs
For Your

Special Day!
* Updos  * Braids

* Creative Coloring Techniques

* Bosley Products 
Great for Full, Thicker, Voluminous Styles

PPPPAAAARRRRTTTTYYYY
CCCCEEEENNNNTTTTEEEERRRR

“Your First Choice for Party &
Special Event Rentals”

1180 CENTRE TURNPIKE,
ORWIGSBURG, PA 17961

570-366-1071 OR
TOLL FREE 1-866-796-2792 www.arkrentals.com

For A Beautiful Wedding You Need
Beautiful Flowers!

Kurtz Florist
412 State Street, Hamburg, PA • Call 610-562-0939

FREE Delivery In Hamburg        FREEThrowaway Bouquet!

Kurtz Florist offers...
A Personalized Touch

For Your Wedding Flowers.
Expertly Designed For

Every Ceremony, Large or Small.
Fresh or Silk Bouquets

Church and Reception Arrangements
Free Consultation

Bring this ad for 10% Off
your total wedding order.

See Us At The Indian Fort Inn
Bridal Show March 1.

WP

LET US HELP YOU
CREATE YOUR OWN

STORYBOOK
WEDDING DAY.

Our Facility Includes A New Grand Room With An Overlooking
Mezzanine For You And Your Guests To Enjoy.

WE CAN COMFORTABLY ACCOMMODATE UP TO 300 GUESTS.

WEDDING PACKAGES:
• You Can Choose From One Of Our Packages, Or With
The Wide Variety Of Entrees & Hors D’oeuvres We
Offer, You Can Create Your Own Customized Menu.

• Full-Service Bar Available

Conveniently Located Off Exit 35 of I-78
Rt. 143 Lenhartsville, PA  19534

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT JANELLE LOEB 610-562-4891
www.cjhummels.com or E-mail janelle@cjhummels.com 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

KUZAN’S HARDWARE
AND RENTAL CENTER
1069 Pottsville Pike, Rt. 61, Shoemakersville, PA  19555
www.kuzanshardware.com • Mon. - Fri. 7:30 AM to 7 PM; Sat. 7:30 AM to 5 PM 

We Accept:

Financing Available

Stihl Dealer

610-562-7186
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One-Of-A-Kind Gift

PERSONALIZED POTTERY GIFTS
for   � WEDDINGS � ANNIVERSARIES

� SHOWERS � ANY SPECIAL OCCASION
Custom Locally Made

CROCKS &
PLATES

In Several Sizes & Colors.
Personalized with Names, Dates and
A Special Design Of Your Choosing.

Guaranteed

DIETRICH’S Men’s Shop
320 State St., Hamburg • 610-562-7548

HOURS: Mon. 10 am to 6:00 pm; Tues. & Thurs. 10 am to 7 pm;
Wed. 10 am to 12:30 pm; Fri. 10 am to 8 pm;

Sat. 10 am to 5 pm 

We Simply
Give You

The Best Price!

We Simply
Give You

The Best Price!

GREAT FIT
REASONABLE

PRICE!
Prices Starting at 

$9200
— For Sing —

Super New Vest Colors
All NEW Top Designer Selections
Marcozzi • Andrew Fezza • Perry Ellis

Claiborne • Ralph Lauren

Over 20 years of experience in tuxedos, and our on-site tailoring ensures
a perfect %t. And there is no gimmicky coupon specials.

Free Tux For The Groom
For Parties Of 5 or More!

http://www.kuzanshardware.com
http://www.arkrentals.com
http://www.camillosrestaurant.com
http://www.cjhummels.com
mailto:janelle@cjhummels.com
http://www.Page
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We are a Nut Free facility offering alternatives!

Brittany’s Bake Shop
736 South Route 183, 

Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
570-739-7455

Mon.-Fri. 6am-6pm; Sat. 7am-3pm; Sun. 7am-1pm

• Wedding Cakes •
• Speciality Cakes • Donuts
• Sticky Buns • Rolls
• Bread • Cookies
• Cheesecakes • Muffins

and Much More

Free Pick-Up and Delivery Service

10% OFF
A Beautiful Memory Is

Worth Keeping.
Seal It Forever.

216 S. 4th St., Hamburg, Pa. 19526
PH: 610-562-7852

Monday-Friday 7:30 to 6 & Saturday 8 to 1

PRESENT THIS AD WITHIN 30 DAYS  
FROM DATE OF MARRIAGE FOR

10% DISCOUNT(If Prepaid) WP

13 West Main Street, Fleetwood, PA  19522 • 610-944-7335
www.clarkstvandappliance.com

With over 14 great appliance
and electronic brands

to choose from,
our expert sales staff

can help design any style
to meet any budget.

Delivering
Style, Savings

& Service
Since 1954YYOOUURR HHOONNEEYYMMOOOONN

&&  DDEESSTTIINNAATTIIOONN
WWEEDDDDIINNGG SSPPEECCIIAALLIISSTT

wwwwww..bbooookkmmaavveennttrraavveell..ccoomm

Come See Us At The

Bridal Show
March 1, 1 to 5 pm
at the Indian Fort Inn

SPECIAL: Book a wedding or honeymoon, 6 nights or longer with trip insurance,
and you will receive a $50 per couple Romance Credit

April Naftzinger april@bookmaventravel.com
19 S. Fourth Street, Hamburg, PA 19526 • 610.562.2002 or 1.855.464.2002

SHOEMAKERSVILLE FIRE CO. Banquet Hall
Now Booking for 2015, 2016 & 2017

Air Conditioned • Seats 400
Stage & Dance Floor

e-mail: shoeybanquethall40@aol.com

Ample Off-Street Parking
610-562-8096

Available For
Wedding Receptions, Meetings & Banquets

The Office Of
Dr. William Messersmith, D.M.D.
and Dr. C. Matthew Keller, D.M.D

162A Trexler Avenue, Kutztown, PA 19530

Find us on Facebook at Dr. Messersmith DMD
www.drbilldmd.com      •       484-648-2389

We offer general dentistry for the whole
family as well as specialties that include:
orthodontics, smile makeovers, teeth
whitening (in of"ce and take-home
systems), implants and implant supported
dentures or crowns, crowns in one visit
with the Cerec System – all in a relaxed
and beautiful of"ce
COME AND EXPERIENCE

THE DIFFERENCE!

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!
Every new patient receives a welcome gift and of�ce tour.

Take-Home
Whitening Kit Special . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$9900

IInnddiiaann  FFoorrtt  IInnnn
Casual Fine Dining Restaurant

Check Us Out On Facebook
and www.theindianfortinn.com
Mon. - Sat. 4:00 p.m. till close

1343 Hex Highway, Hamburg, PA
610-562-4315

Spring Bridal Expo
Sunday, March 1, 2015 - 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.

FREE BUFFET FOR BRIDES
Full Menu Available.

* * *
Many Vendors including

Travel, Florists,
Cakes and more.

* * *
For details or to register:
indianfortinn@verizon.net
or call 610-562-4315

* Historic Setting
* Rustic
Dining Room

* Scenic Grounds
* Ceremonies and
Receptions

* Patio with
Full-Service Bar

mailto:april@bookmaventravel.com
http://www.clarkstvandappliance.com
http://www.drbilldmd.com
mailto:shoeybanquethall40@aol.com
http://www.theindianfortinn.com
mailto:indianfortinn@verizon.net
http://www.windsorpress.com
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Corporate Of(ce - Schuylkill Haven

570-385-3578  570-385-5058
www.hesscatering.com

We have a variety of menus to suit your every need.
Call on us to help make your wedding day special.

All Occasion
Caterer

SERVING BERKS & SCHUYLKILL COUNTIES
SINCE 1980

On or Off Premises
Many Banquet Facilities Available

Call For Details!

H
ess

Catering,Inc.

Celebrating 35 Years
In Business

717-933-8888 or 1-800-898-7695
•Indoor Pool  •Fitness Room
•Wireless Internet Jacuzzi Suites!

~ Gift Certificates ~
www.hotelchoice.com/hotel/PA461

Family Style Banquets
And Buffet Style Available
SEATING FOR 225 PEOPLE
Total Facilities Available for

Rehearsal Dinners and Receptions
with Lodging Available Next Door at Comfort Inn

I-78, EXIT 16, BETHEL ~ MIDWAY
Comfort Inn next door!

www.midwayholdings.com    717-933-4402 Microtel
Inn & Suites

Conference Room
Game Room

Jacuzzi Suites
Wireless Internet

Northern Berks Premier
Banquet Facility

50 Industrial Drive, Hamburg
610-562-4234     1-888-771-7171

IN THE HAMBURG AREA

MIDWAY
FAMILY RESTAURANT

TRAINER’SMIDWAY
FAMILY RESTAURANT

TRAINER’S
SINCE 1950

DELICIOUS PUB FARE
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Bar Hours: Sun. 11 AM till 1 AM;
Mon. thru Sat. 11  AM till 2 AM

Kitchen Hours:
Tues. - Thurs.  4 to 10 PM;
Fri. - Mon. 11 AM to 10 PM

610-562-5645
Behind The Microtel Inn & Suites

Across From Cabela’s

LIVE MUSIC NIGHTS
www.pappyts.com

HALL RENTALS • HALL RENTALS • HALL RENTALS • HALL RENTALS

RENTALS • HALL RENTALS
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COMMUNITY FIRE CO., LANDINGVILLE
Large Newly Renovated Building

HALL RENTALS • HALL RENTALS • HALL RENTALS • HALL RENTALS
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Now Accepting
HALL

RENTALS
For all size parties up to

300 people.
Call Betty for details at

570-366-2572
CATERING
AVAILABLE!

CARRYOUT • CATERING • BULK DELIVERY
www.muddysbbq.com      muddybbq@gmail.com

574 Oley Road, Oley - 484-491-1251
Tues., Wed., Thurs. 11 to 8; Fri. & Sat. 11 to 9; Sun. 11 to 7; Closed Mon.

141 West Penn Ave., Robesonia - 610-693-8000
Wed. & Thurs. 11 to 8; Fri. & Sat. 11 to 9; Sun. 11 to 7; Closed Mon. & Tues.

Voted The In Berks!Best BBQBest BBQ

CATERING BUFFET-STYLE
WEDDING RECEPTIONS

There’s Nothing We Can’t Do
� Weddings
� Of0ce Parties
� Holiday Parties
� Graduation Parties
� Birthday Parties
� Corporate Events
� Boxed Lunches

We Also Have An Amazing
Selection Of Appetizers Available.

Check Out Our Full Catering Menu Online.

(2014 Reader’s Choice Winner)

For Catering: 610-223-4686 or 610-463-5261

Find Us On Facebook

Being chosen as a best man or a
maid of honor is a significant and
meaningful honor. Those roles
have evolved over the years, but
these special participants must still
perform some of the traditional
duties of the past, including serving
as the official witnesses to the cer-
emony. The following is a rundown
of the various duties maids of honor
and best men are now expected to
handle once theyʼre chosen for
these distinguished honors. 
PRIOR TO THE WEDDING: Before
the wedding takes place, the maid
of honor will closely assist the bride-
to-be with many of the important
decisions related to the look and the
feel of the wedding. She typically
accompanies the bride to dress
shops to select gowns for the bride
and bridesmaids. Much in the same
manner, the best man will assist the
groom-to-be with choosing tuxe-
does or suits and also with coordi-
nating with the ushers to ensure
they know when to go for fittings.
Although the best man will serve as
a sounding board for the groom,
traditionally the bride and her
bridesmaids have taken on the

majority of the wedding planning,
so the maid of honor can expect to
play a larger role than the best
man. The maid of honor may be
asked to delegate certain assign-
ments, such as helping to find wed-
ding vendors or addressing invita-
tions. She may go with the bride for
makeup and hairstyle trials.
Together with the bridesmaids, she
will plan a bridal shower party and a
bachelorette excursion. She may
select a wedding gift for the couple
and present it on behalf of all the
wedding attendants or each can
select their own.
The best man will coordinate the
bachelor party and may be asked to
assist the groom with selecting a
honeymoon site or to come along to
book the trip.
WEDDING DAY: On the day of the
wedding, the maid of honor and the
best man will act as a support sys-
tem for the bride and groom. The
maid of honor will help the bride get
dressed and help iron out any mini-
emergencies that should crop up.
The best man will help ensure all of
the ushers are dressed and get the
groom to the wedding on time.

During the ceremony, the maid of
honor will hold the brideʼs bouquet
while she participates in the wed-
ding. The best man will keep the
rings safe until they are needed.
The maid of honor also will help
adjust the brideʼs train and veil as
she sits and stands during the cer-
emony. Both will sign the marriage
certificate as witnesses.
At the reception, the best man is
expected to give a toast and the
maid of honor may share some
words as well. She also may
accompany the bride to the
restroom and assist her with man-
aging the gown.
AFTER THE WEDDING: The best
man will be in charge of returning
the tuxedoes to the rental shop, if
necessary. He also may drive the
newly married couple to the airport
so they can depart on their honey-
moon.
The maid of honor will assist the
bride in changing out of her gown
and into her travel clothes.
Oftentimes the maid of honor takes
the gown to the cleaners in the
days following the ceremony so the
dress can be preserved.

All eyes are on the bride and groom
on their wedding day. Feeling
beautiful and dapper can boost a
coupleʼs confidence and ensure
they look back on their wedding
photographs and videos with pride.
Certain beauty basics and makeup
and hair strategies can help any
bride look spectacular on her wed-
ding day. The following are some
dos and donʼts of wedding day
beauty preparations.
DO employ the services of a pro-
fessional hairstylist and makeup
artist. Professionals have the expe-
rience and tools of the trade to help
you to look your best. From con-
touring to make your face seem
slimmer to enlarging the appear-
ance of small eyes, some tricks of
the trade are best left to the pros. 
DONʼT forget to schedule a trial
run. Make this appointment several
months before the wedding day so
you have ample time to work with
your stylists and experiment with
colors and hair arrangements to fit
your personality and the style of
your gown.
DO allot enough time for the wed-
ding day beauty appointment. If you
will be going to a salon, block out
two or more slots instead of one.
This way the stylist does not over-
book and will not feel rushed. Many
brides opt to have stylists come to

their homes. There may be an extra
charge for this service, but it may
be well worth the cost.
DONʼT make any drastic changes
to your appearance right before the
wedding. This includes changing
your hair color or texture, extreme
tanning, using colored contact lens-
es, or chopping off all of your hair.
Itʼs better to wait until after the wed-
ding to change your style.
DO bring a veil, headpiece, hair
extensions, and any other acces-
sories to your hair consult. This
enables the stylist to practice work-
ing with these items.
DONʼT tweeze or wax brows too
close to the start of the ceremony.
Redness and swelling are common
side effects of tweezing and wax-
ing, and they can be difficult to
mask with makeup. Instead, take
care of hair removal a day or two
prior to the wedding.
DO exfoliate your skin prior to the
wedding. This doesnʼt necessarily
mean you should endure a harsh
fruit acid peel or another procedure.
You can exfoliate with a gentle
washing of your skin with a nubby
washcloth to remove any dryness
and errant flakes. Moisturize well to
ensure a smooth palette for make-
up application.
DO wear a little extra makeup than
you are accustomed to wearing

because it will show up better in
photos. However, do not wear so
much that you look clownish. A
makeup artist can help you achieve
the right balance.
DONʼT have bridesmaids wear
makeup that is bolder than yours,
especially red lips. No one should
upstage the bride.
DO experiment with any products
you havenʼt used before to test for
allergic reactions and see how well
they wear.
DONʼT wear too much under-eye
concealer or one that is too light of
a shade. This can draw more atten-
tion to problem areas than remedy
them.
DO bring a pain relief medication in
case a tight hairstyle or headpiece
causes a headache.
DONʼT forget that men need a little
help as well. Exfoliation and mois-
turization can help dry skin. Guys
should use a new razor and plenty
of cream before shaving to avoid
irritation. A dusting of finishing pow-
der can banish shiny noses and
foreheads for photo-ready faces.
Chances are more photographs will
be taken of a newlywed couple than
at any other moment in their lives.
Certain beauty dos and donʼts
should be followed so couples put
their best faces forward.

Roles Of The Best Man & Maid Of Honor

Be Smart About Wedding Beauty Preparation

http://www.hesscatering.com
http://www.muddysbbq.com
mailto:muddybbq@gmail.com
http://www.pappyts.com
http://www.midwayholdings.com
http://www.hotelchoice.com/hotel/PA461
http://www.Page
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HeartStrings
Photography
57 Main St., Strausstown, PA 19559

610.413.5289
E-Mail: heartstringsphotography7@gmail.com

CALL US FOR 
EXCEPTIONAL PRICING!

Like Us On Facebook:
www.facebook.com/hsphotographybymelaniefrantz

Check Out Our Work:
www.heartstringsphotographymf.smugmug.com

Mention this ad and receive a FREE Engagement or Boudoir Session 
when you book a wedding with us.

2015 & 2016 
Dates Still Available

For more information,
contact Ri

Fall in love for a second time with the rustic charm of our 
1850’s restored barn and covered deck, with spectaculer views of our
award-winning golf course, or our glass-enclosed pavilion room
which accommodates functions of about 100 people and offers

panoramic views of our beautiful golf course with its own private bar.

Our experienced staff will help you plan your special day
to make your occasion unforgettable.

The Farmhouse at Golden Oaks is a charming alternative,
perfectly suited for smaller wedding and rehearsal dinners.

Personalized • Handmade

WEDDING CROCKS
Locally made in Pennsylvania

Please allow 8 weeks for delivery.

A Beautiful Gift
For The Bride

and Groom
Collene’s
Crafts

and

CC

Full-Service Florist & Gift Shop
16 N. Whiteoak St., Kutztown       610-683-9330

www.kutztownflowers.com
Monday - Friday 10 to 6 & Saturday 10 to 4

Steve
Cebenko
Solo Guitarist/Vocalist

Check out
http://www.myspace.com/

scoldschoolmusic
For music samples 

and live venues.
or E-mail

oldschoolmusic@ptd.net

610-298-8492

From 
Casual to Classy

� Cocktail 
Hours

� Engagement 
Parties

� Receptions
� Rehearsal 

Parties

Many styles of music for your big day.� Caribbean/Reggae � New Country � Classic Rock � Oldies � Light Jazz

1615 Shartlesville Rd. | Mohrsville | 610.488.8997 | 1.888.609.5969  |  Fax: 610.488.7466

CENTERPORT FLOWER SHOP

FREE ESTIMATES!
Call For Appointment

SSSSeeeerrrrvvvviiiinnnngggg    BBBBrrrr iiiiddddeeeessss
ffffoooorrrr     33330000    YYYYeeeeaaaarrrrssss
Let us help make your
wedding day special.

Give us your budget
and we will
make it work.

“A MOM & POP BUSINESS
SINCE 1985”

WE GUARANTEE OUR WORK!

Barbara A. Stump, Korinne A. Stump-Dalton
P.O. Box 510, 100 North Centre Avenue,

Leesport, PA 19533
610-926-6661       610-916-6007
Tues. - Thurs 10 to 3; Sat. 10 to 2

or By Appointment

Weing Gowns
Bridal Party • Acceories

Formal Wear • Proms

NEW
•Manufacturers  •Styles  •Hours

CelCelebrated Occasionsebrated Occasions
BBridal and Dress Shopridal and Dress Shop

CelCelebrated Occasionsebrated Occasions
BBridal and Dress Shopridal and Dress Shop

Celebrated Occasions
Bridal and Dress Shop

mailto:heartstringsphotography7@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/hsphotographybymelaniefrantz
http://www.kutztownflowers.com
http://www.heartstringsphotographymf.smugmug.com
http://www.myspace.com/
mailto:oldschoolmusic@ptd.net
http://www.windsorpress.com
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For Your 
Reception!

Reserve Our Beautiful
BANQUET HALL

LEESPORT 
FARMERS MARKET

FOR YOUR...
• Wedding Reception
• Bridal Showers & Bachelor Parties
• Banquets • Reunions
• Private Parties • Any Occasion

Seating For Up To 700
Air Conditioned • Acres of Parking
Catering References Available

www.leesportmarket.com

8 Miles N. of Reading, 
1 Block E. Off Of Rt. 61

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL:
610-926-1307

Through February, 2015~ or ~
Call or Check Our Website For The

““SSppeecciiaall  OOff  TThhee  MMoonntthh””!!
Call Ryan at 610-562-2267

or e-mail ryan@windsorpress.com for details.

Let our

work for you

INCORPORATED

SINCE 1958

� Engagement 
Announcements

� Wedding
Invitations

� Response Cards

� Thank You Cards

� Reception Cards
� Gifts For Your 

Attendants, Etc.
� Accessories
� Wedding Napkins

Luncheon and Beverage Size

� Cake Knife

� Toasting 
Glasses

� Bride’s Garter

� Personalized 
Book Matches

� “Save the Date”

“Decades

6 North Third Street,
P.O. Box 465
Hamburg, PA 19526-0465
610.562.2267
www.windsorpress.com

FFRREEEE
ENVELOPE RETURN ADDRESS PRINTING

Service”off

Wedding Catering
by Kutztown Fire Company

KUTZTOWN
FIRE

COMPANY
610-683-8703

Extension 6
310 Noble St., P.O. Box 301

Kutztown, PA
www.kutztownfireco.com

••  WWaarrmm  HHoossppii ttaalliittyy  ••   DDeelliicciioouuss   FFoooodd
••  AAffffoorrddaabbll ee  MMeennuu
You Can Expect All Of  This And More
When You Hold Your Next Banquet Or Reception
At The Kutztown Fire Company.
Make A Call Today To Our Banquet Coordinator So
You Can Begin To Make Plans For Your Special Event.

Kutztown Fire Company
Banquet Coordinator
610-683-8703
Catering By The
Kutztown Fire
Company Offers:

• Spacious Banquet Facilities
• Ample Parking

• Delicious Menu Choices
• Large Stage For Musical

Group, D.J., Or Your
Group’s Presentation

• LCB Licensed Alcohol
Service

• Handicapped Accessible
• And Always . . .Careful

Attention To Details

DATES IN 2015 STILL AVAILABLE
NOW BOOKING FOR 2016

In the days of yore, the responsibil-
ity of paying for a wedding fell to the
brideʼs parents. But that tradition
has largely fallen by the wayside in
recent years, when more and more
couples have used their own sav-
ings to finance their weddings. Few
couples enter the process of plan-
ning their weddings unaware of just
how expensive weddings can get,
but costs can easily begin to esca-
late if couples are not careful.
Couples know that certain wedding
expenses, such as the cost of book-
ing a reception hall, will eat up a
large portion of their budgets. But
there are some hidden expenses
that couples must build into their
budgets to avoid finding themselves
in debt as they walk down the aisle
as husband and wife.
• Taxes: Sales tax might not seem
so significant when youʼre buying
everyday items, but the taxes add
up quickly when paying for a wed-
ding. Before signing contracts with
any vendors, couples should get
the price including sales tax written
into their contracts, as failing to do
so may result in a several thousand
dollar surprise when the time to pay

up arrives.
• Gratuities: Gratuities are another
potentially hefty expense that often
takes engaged couples by surprise
as they start to plan their weddings.
Some reception halls build gratu-
ities for staff into their estimates,
and these tips for the staff can be as
high as 25 percent at some venues.
But even if gratuities for reception
hall staff are already accounted for,
donʼt forget to include tips for addi-
tional vendors the day of the wed-
ding. Couples may be expected to
tip the florist, photographer, band or
deejay and even the reception hall
maitre dʼ if his or her gratuity is not
included in the aforementioned staff
tip. Brides-to-be typically tip their
hairstylist and makeup artist on the
day of the wedding as well.
• Postage: Couples who plan to
invite guests via email or online
invitations can skirt the cost of
postage. But many couples still pre-
fer traditional paper invitations,
which include return envelopes that
tradition suggests should also be
stamped. Save-the-date cards
have grown in popularity as well,
and these cards must also be

stamped and mailed. Depending on
the size of your guest list, postage
can cost several hundred dollars
before you mail your last invitation.
And donʼt forget to save some
money for postage to mail thank-
you cards once the big day has
come and gone.
• Overtime: Overtime fees for
reception hall staff and additional
outside vendors are typically writ-
ten into contracts, but few couples
imagine needing more than the pre-
determined allotment of time noted
in their contracts. But itʼs better to
be safe than sorry, as unanticipated
events such as a misplaced wed-
ding license or heavy traffic on the
way to the venue can force the
party to start late and thus extend
past its deadline. Set aside some
money for overtime so you donʼt
find yourselves scrounging for dol-
lars or charging the extra few hun-
dred dollars on your credit cards.
Weddings are expensive, and even
more so when hidden fees start to
make their presence felt. Couples
who build such fees into their bud-
gets will find it easier to avoid break-
ing the bank than those who donʼt.

Hidden Expenses That Can Sink Your Wedding Budget

What would a wedding day be without
flowers? The beauty and the aroma of
fresh-cut flowers can create a welcom-
ing atmosphere and complement the
beauty and the style of a wedding
wardrobe. Flowers are often the first
things that guests see upon arriving for
the ceremony, and they may even be
something guests take home at the end
of the night. Flowers create an air of
romance, and most couples want to
make flowers - whether fresh or silk - an
integral part of their wedding day.
As with any decision when planning a
wedding, choosing the right flowers
requires some research and a basic
knowledge of which flowers will convey
the message and the theme of your
wedding. The number of colors, textures
and combinations that can be created
are so numerous that couples may feel
the decision on the floral arrangements
is best left to the florist. * Experts advise
that a couple start looking for a florist at
least six months before the wedding,
especially if the wedding will take place
during the peak season of May through
September. Get recommendations from
friends as to which florist they used or
find out if your wedding planner or ban-
quet hall manager recommends a partic-
ular florist. Some catering halls have
agreements with florists, and they work
together. 

* Browse magazines to get ideas of what
you like. You also may be able to find a
florist through an advertisement or if he
or she has been featured in publications.
Keep a scrapbook of the colors, types of
flowers and arrangements and any other
ideas that attract you so you will be able
to present this information to the florist.
* Establish your flower budget prior to sit-
ting down with the florist. Get an estimate
on the floral arrangement and then tweak
your needs according to your budget.
Many florists can modify arrangements
and find a middle ground with regard to
cost. Selecting flowers that are in-season
will result in more affordable rates than if
you desire exotic or out-of-season
blooms.
* Once youʼve hired the florist, you can
come up with a wedding flower work-
sheet that establishes all of your needs.
The florist may ask for specific informa-
tion, such as photos of the brideʼs gown
as well as the colors and styles that the
wedding party will be wearing. A good
florist knows that a bouquet should not
overpower or detract from the beauty of
the bride. The florist may want to mimic
textures from the dress, such as bead-
ing, with smaller flowers or berries with-
in the arrangement. The groomʼs bou-
tonniere is traditionally one of the flow-
ers from the brideʼs bouquet so that the
look is cohesive.

* Ceremony flowers may be traditional,
and some houses of worship have strict
guidelines as to what can and cannot be
used. However, reception flowers can
be where you show off your creativity
and whimsy. After all, this is a party and
it should be fun. You may want to give
the florist more freedom of expression
with regard to reception centerpieces
and flowers that adorn other areas of the
room.
* To give the impression that there are
more flowers than there really are, use
fragrance and filler as your tools.
Fragrant flowers can fill up the room with
a welcoming aroma. Look for frangipani,
lilies, hyacinths, jasmine, and sweet
peas for a big impact. Florists know how
to stretch arrangements by using green-
ery and other filler to lend bulk without
too much extra cost.
*Experienced florists will know how long
it takes certain buds to open and show
off their maximum beauty. Therefore,
expect a florist to be working on your flo-
ral arrangements as much as a week
before the wedding date — purchasing
containers, cleaning flowers and waiting
for certain ones to open fully. Minimize
changes close to your wedding date as
most things will already be started.
Flowers are one component of the wed-
ding that will help achieve the magic and
beautiful atmosphere couples desire.

Tips For Selecting Wedding Day Flowers
Whether a couple is planning a lav-
ish wedding or a more low key
affair, the wedding invitations are an
essential part of keeping guests
informed about the big day.
While couples can now share
details of their wedding through
email or even digital invitations, Itʼs
still more appropriate to go the tra-
ditional route and send paper invita-
tions. In addition to the cost of the
invitations themselves, couples
need to factor postage into their
wedding budgets. It may not seem
like much, but the cost of postage
can add up quickly. The following
are a few postage pointers for cou-
ples about to tie the knot.
• Choose envelopes wisely. The
size of your envelopes contributes
to the cost of the postage necessary
to mail your invitations. Postal ser-
vices have specific size and shape
parameters that govern postage.
Envelopes that are oddly shaped or
fall outside of these strict measure-
ments are usually susceptible to
additional postage charges. Thatʼs
because the envelope cannot run
through standard sorting machinery
and must be hand-processed. 
• Consider the weight. Mailings that
exceed one ounce will require addi-
tional postage, even if they are in
standard envelopes. Invitations,
with their various components and
thick card stock, typically weigh

more than one ounce. Never pur-
chase postage in advance, as you
will not know what the completed
invitation costs prior to mailing.
Always weigh the invitation with all
inserts included to get an accurate
estimate of postage. Then purchase
stamps accordingly.
• Get to know your local postal
employee. Many postal employees,
especially those who work at the
smaller branches, grow accustomed
to seeing the same customers over
and over. They can be very helpful
and good resources when it comes
to saving money on postage. Strike
up a conversation with the person
behind the counter and ask advice
on the best way to mail invitations
and ensure they arrive looking beau-
tiful. Choose an off-peak time so the
postal employee can give you his or
her full attention and will not feel
rushed by a line forming behind you.
The employee may suggest hand-
canceling envelopes, which means
the invitation will be processed by
hand rather than run through
machinery to avoid damage.
• Stamp the return envelope.
Invitations typically include response
cards that guests will send back to
confirm if they will be attending the
festivities. To facilitate the RSVP
process, stamp the response card.
• Prep invitations six to eight weeks
in advance. Invitations should be

mailed nearly two months prior to
the wedding. This allows guests to
plan and respond accordingly. 
• Double-check envelopes before
sending. Ensure that postage is
sticking well and that envelopes are
well-sealed. In addition, verify that
you have the most current address-
es for recipients. If invitations get
returned to sender, they can cost
you even more time and money to
resolve any issues.
• Do a test run. You may want to
send a complete invitation to your-
self just to see how it arrives in the
mail. This way you can check the
level of damage and have an oppor-
tunity to make any changes, such as
adding a piece of vellum to prevent
ink from smudging or to place bows
or adornments in another area.
• Give your mail carrier a heads-up.
Let your assigned mail carrier know
that response cards will be on the
way. They tend to be small and can
get lost in among other letters and
mail. A small token of gratitude,
such as a gift card, for your mail
carrier may ensure all of your
response cards arrive.
A wedding just isnʼt the same with-
out the guests. Make sure friends
and family are well informed about
the wedding by sending out invita-
tions in advance and ensuring the
proper postage will get those invites
where they need to go.

Wedding Invitations & Postage Tips
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GIFTS - GOOD TOYS - NICE THINGS

Evelyn & Harriette’s

We Have Special Gifts For That Special Couple on Their Very Special Day

BRIDAL REGISTRIES WELCOMED
A Meaingful Gift Should Have A Story, Without A Story It Is Just “Stuff”.

1232 Oysterdale Rd., Oley, PA 19547- 610-987-6055
Located 1 mile North of the Rt. 73, Pleasantville traffic light. Open: 10 - 5 Tuesday - Saturday

We have Polish pottery,
handblown glass, historic pewter,

classic wood toys, art, and much more.

Quality gifts
from across the USA

and around the world.

New Spring Items
Are Arriving

Daily!

Stop in and see us, you will be surprised at what you will find.

French Provence Tablecloths Polish Pottery American Pewter

200 West Market Street, Orwigsburg, PA 17961 • 570-366-3658
THE CARRIAGE ROOM,
Seating for 50 Guests, or our

COURTYARD PATIO

TThhee  IInnnn  OOff  OOrrwwiiggssbbuurrgg

ee  PPeeeecctt  SSeettttiinngg
FFoorr  AAnnyy  OOccccaassiioonn

124 Apple Street,
Leesport, PA 19533

610-916-1532 or
570-366-3658

Seating Up To
85 Guests
For The
PERFECT
INTIMATE
WEDDING

OR OUTSIDE
WEDDING
UP TO 200

TThhee  SSttoonnee
MMaannssiioonn  IInnnn

Also Great For Rehearsal Dinners,
Showers, Anniversaries, Funeral Dinners

Two Great Locations
To Better Serve You
Two Great Locations
To Better Serve You

Great for your Rehearsal Dinner or Special OccasionGreat for your Rehearsal Dinner or Special Occasion

OOffff--SSiittee  CCaatteerriinngg  AAvvaaiillaabbllee

Watch For The Opening Of Our
New Bed and Breakfast In Hamburg

COMING SOON - Available for Small Groups

Kathryn’s Katering
610-926-0988 - FAX 610-916-3988

www.kathrynskatering.com • E-mail: kathrynnkatering@aol.com

The Junction Of Rts.
222 &73

Behind Redner’s
Mini Market

Friendly & Professional Staff

Book Your
Event Now!

• Wedding Receptions
• Rehearsal Dinners
• Anniversaries
• Business Meeting
• Breakfast, Luncheon

or Dinner

WEDDING FLORALSWEDDING FLORALS
• Bridal Bouquets
• Bridesmaids’ Flowers
• Boutonnières
• Reception Flowers
• Ceremony Arrangements

Floral Packages Available
To Fit Any Budget

Call for Consultation

Leesport Flower Shop
5 South Centre Avenue, Leesport, PA 19533 (Schoolside Plaza - rear entrance)

484-671-2257   www.leesport.owershoppa.com

� Seats up to 150 People  � Use your Own Caterer
� $350.00/5-Hour Rental Including $100.00 refundable deposit
� Beer/Alcohol/Soda provided by Fire Company at additional cost.

610-926-1251 for additional information

LLeeeessppoorrtt  FFiirree  CCoommppaannyy  
SSoocciiaall  QQuuaarrtteerrss
11 S. Canal St., Leesport, PA

HHAALLLL  FFOORR  RREENNTT
SShhoowweerrss  ••  WWeeddddiinnggss  ••  PPaarrttiieess

HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.;
Open until 7 p.m. Fri. in the summer; Sat. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

19 Flavors Of
Homemade
Soda In Kegs

Beer Trailer Also Available

Any Type Of Beer!

Think Of Us
For Your
Reception

Refreshments!

Shots by Shawnna Wedding Photography

610-737-2221
www.shotsbyshawnna.com

Unlimited photos
Unlimited hours

All photos on DVD!

http://www.epvmerchandiser.com
http://www.windsorpress.com
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Fine 
Jewelry

J.A. Meyer
156 West Main St., Kutztown, PA  19530

Tues. thru Thurs. - 10 am to 5 pm;  
Fri. 10 am to 7 pm; Sat. 9 am to 1 pm610-683-5920

1/2 ct 
$995

3/4 ct 
$1,495

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

Scial

Made In The USA

Total weight may vary slightly

Have the wedding of a lifetime at Berkleigh Golf Club  
and say your vows in our beautiful gazebo or celebrate 
your reception in our ballroom with the stunning, majestic 

background of our golf course.

Call our wedding specialist Lisa Lutterschmidt at 
610.683.7388 or email LLutter5@yahoo.com

berkleighgolfclub.com
14623 Kutztown Rd., Kutztown

MAKE YOUR
WEDDING DAY

http://www.epvmerchandiser.com
mailto:LLutter5@yahoo.com
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