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Johnny Khamis
launches campaign
for Santa Clara
County Supervisor
SEE PAGE 4

Fourth of July 
festivities strike 
celebratory note
in District 10
PAGE 10

SEE OUR LISTINGS OF LOCAL REALTORS, CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING AND HOME IMPROVEMENT ADVERTISEMENTS INSIDE THE BACK COVER

State mandate
Teachers, students must continue

to wear masks at school
SEE PAGE 9

Apoorva uses her talents 
to help underprivileged
children worldwide; Prince
Harry surprises honorees
saying “[My mum] would
be so proud of you all”

Y
oung hero Apoorva Panida‐
pu of San Jose has been hon‐
ored with The 2021 Diana

Award for going above and beyond
in her daily life to create and sus‐
tain positive change. 

The Diana Award, established
in memory of Diana, Princess of

Wales, is the highest accolade a
young person can achieve for
social action or humanitarian
efforts. The awardees have
demonstrated their ability to
inspire and mobilize their own
generation to serve their com‐
munities through campaigning,
volunteering, fund‐raising, fight‐
ing injustice or overcoming
extreme life challenges. Although
their causes and backgrounds
are varied, what they all have in
common is that they are chang‐
ing their communities and

See APOORVA, page 14

Arianna Cao of
San Jose wins 
the bronze medal
at SA Fencing 
Junior Olympics

By William Bellou
Publisher

R
ising junior High School student Arianna
Cao of San Jose has won the bronze medal
at the USA Fencing Junior Olympics Cham‐

pionships held in Colorado Springs, Colorado
on July 4.

Cao won the bronze medal in the cadet event
(up to age 17) and also placed in the top 16 in
the Division I event, which fencers of any age
above 13 with a C rank or above may partici‐
pate.

"In June, I competed in a smaller competition
where I floundered,” explained Arianna. “I feared
that the shelter‐in‐place in California meant
West Coast fencers lost out on training and
chances to compete. However, my coaches

believed in me and constantly pushed me to
improve. This has   been my best performance
so far and I'm so excited to continue to com‐
pete as the world opens up again!” 

Arianna Cao trains in San Francisco at MTeam
See FENCING, page 6

Arianna Cao (right) won a bronze medal at a match
at the Junior Olympics Fencing Competition.

Young hero Apoorva
Panidapu of San Jose
receives Diana Award

‘America's Got
Talent’ golden
buzzer winner 
World Taekwondo
Demonstration Team
has roots in San Jose

By William Bellou
Publisher

A
merica's Got Talent returned
to TV last month and with
the start of this season’s audi‐

tions America got to witness one of
the world’s greatest Taekwondo
performances ever caught on tape.

“This Olympic‐worthy World
Taekwondo act is the best I’ve ever
seen!” stated Simon Cowell.

Teammates Kelsey Ha, and Sean
and Cassidy Wallace grew up in
San Jose. 

When the World Taekwondo
demonstration team took center‐
stage, the athletes captivated the
judges and audience with a high‐
flying display of strength and dis‐
cipline. 

The team missed the 2021
Tokyo Olympics, but they did earn

See TAEKWONDO, page 15

Above left: Golden Buzzer winning
World Taekwondo Demonstration
Team members from San Jose include
(L to R) Kelsey Ha, Sean Wallace,
and Cassidy Wallace. 
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By Eli Wolfe
Article courtesy of 
San José Spotlight

O
ne Santa Clara County law‐
maker owns stock in more
than 60 companies, includ‐

ing tech giants like Apple, Google
and Facebook as well as gas and
utility companies such as Chevron
and Exelon.

The review of public stock hold‐
ings for Santa Clara County’s Board
of Supervisors follows an April
analysis of San Jose councilmem‐
bers’ stock portfolios. That analy‐
sis found one elected leader, Vice
Mayor Chappie Jones, owned more
stocks than all the other members
combined. He later shed most of
his stock options, holding on to just
eight including the controversial
data‐mining company Palantir.

At the county level, Board Pres‐
ident Mike Wasserman, has far and
away the largest stock portfolio of
any board member.

• Abbott Labs, a pharmaceutical
company.

• Amazon
• Advanced Micro Devices, an

infotech company
• AMC Entertainment
• Alibaba Group
• American Electric Power, a util‐

ity
• Apple
• Bank of America
• Applied Materials
• Berkshire Hathaway
• AT&T
• Blackrock
• Bristol Myers Squibb

• Citi Group
• Chevron
• Coca Cola
• Cisco Systems
• Comcast
• Consolidated Edison, a utility
• DTE Energy, a utility
• Danaher Corp, a life sciences

company
• Duke Energy, a utility
• Disney
• Exelon, a utility
• Goldman Sachs
• Facebook
• Google
• First Energy, a utility
• Home Depot
• IBM
• JPMorgan Chase
• Intel
• Kimberly Clark, a consumer

goods company
• Johnson & Johnson
• Kimco Realty, a real estate

investment trust
• Kraft Heinz
• McDonalds
• Lending Club,
• Merck
• Microsoft
• Mondelez International, a con‐

fectionary food maker
• Nikola Motor Company, a zero‐

emissions vehicle manufacturer
• Morgan Stanley
• Nvidia, an artificial intelligence

company
• Netflix
• Pepsico
• Pfizer
• Qualcomm
• PNC Financial, a bank
• Regional Financial, a bank
• Procter & Gamble
• Southern Company, a utility
• Southern Copper, a mining com‐

pany
• United Health Group
• Starbucks
• Viatris, a healthcare company
• Tesla
• Walmart
• Wells Fargo Bank
• Zynga, an online game devel‐

oper
Last year, Wasserman disposed

of stocks in Evergy, a utility, and
Maxim Integrated, an integrated
circuits maker.  Wasserman also
reported income from a client, Caw
Properties, that he served through 

See STOCKS, page 7

By Muskan Seth
Special to the Times

Johnny Khamis kicked off his campaign to replace
termed out Santa Clara County Supervisor Mike
Wasserman June 27. The event was held in the

barn of a private residence in San Martin. 
Applause and cheers echoed loudly in the barn, so

loudly that attendees sitting outside the crowded barn
could hear the roar of the crowd. 

More than 150 people were in attendance for the
campaign kickoff, including many current and former
elected officials. One guest remarked that they have
not seen this many people turn out for a political event
in the south county in many years.

In the center of the barn, standing on a slightly raised
platform of wooden crates, the former San Jose Coun‐
cilmember outlined his campaign goals and plans for
the future of Santa Clara County. Khamis said he’s run‐
ning because he wants to focus on results. 

Gilroy Mayor Marie Blankley, MC for the event, intro‐
duced former Santa Clara County Supervisor and for‐
mer Gilroy Mayor Don Gage who spoke about how he
was heartened to see such a wide diversity of politi‐
cal views in one room. 

Former Morgan Hill Mayor Steve Tate spoke about
Khamis’ work ethic, qualifications and his experiences
working together with Khamis on South County issues.  

San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo spoke in praise of
Khamis’ independence and strength in standing up for
his beliefs.  

Khamis opened his remarks in humble appreciation

for the number of guests in attendance, “Who cared
enough to be out here on a Sunday evening, talking
about the future of our county.”  Khamis spoke about
his two terms on San Jose City Council and remarked
that he feels his work is not done.  

“There are so many problems and challenges in our
community that we need to face together,” Khamis
said. “Our campaign will be focused on results! We
need results for our homeless crisis. We need com‐
mon sense solutions for our transportation challenges.
We need programs to help the mentally ill and drug
addicted, because once we do, we will have helped
many of our unhoused citizens.  Lastly, I will demand
fiscal responsibility to make sure that taxpayers are
getting results for their tax dollars.”

Khamis concluded by talking about how strong the
support is for his campaign and how proud he is to
have already earned so many endorsements. He asked
all in attendance for their help spreading his message.  

According to campaign officials, the event raised
more than $7,000 in contributions.  According to the
latest report from the campaign, Khamis has exceed‐
ed his fundraising goal of $100,000 for the period end‐
ing on June 30.  

Khamis will face off with three other challengers
in the June 7th 2022 primary. Santa Clara County
Supervisorial District 1 includes Morgan Hill, San
Martin, Gilroy, Los Gatos, Monte Sereno and parts of
San Jose. 

The Kick‐off also coincided with the official launch
of his website: www.johnnykhamis.com.
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The Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors are pictured in this file photo.

What stocks do Santa Clara
County lawmakers own?

Johnny Khamis kicked off his campaign to replace termed out Santa Clara County Supervisor Mike Wasserman June 27.

Johnny Khamis launches campaign
for Santa Clara County Supervisor
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1286 Chateau Drive- $2,575,000 1080 Micro Court - $2,520,000 6603 Mount Royal Drive - $2,155,000 1299 Swinging Gate Court - $2,625,000

6857 Castlerock Drive - $2,900,000 1270 Echo Ridge Court - $1,785,000*
represented buyer

6933 Castlerock Drive - $2,650,000 854 Bucks Lake Court - $582,000* 
represented both buyer and seller

1299 Littman Drive - $2,625,000* 
represented buyer

6598 Crystal Springs Drive - $2,520,000*
represented both buyer and seller

1194 Chateau Drive - $2,425,000* 
represented buyer

1172 Grimley Lane - $2,800,000
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Fencing
Continued from page 1
Fencing with US Olympic Fencing Coach, Greg
Massialas. 

”I owe a lot to my coaches,” Arianna said.
“I want to thank coach Dean for giving me
such great confidence; coach James for the
tactical tricks and strategies; and coach Greg

for directing and advising me through criti‐
cal matches and also giving me the confi‐
dence to implement the tactical tricks and
strategies at the tournament, often late into
the night.” 

The Junior Olympics is an annual nation‐
al tournament that takes place each Febru‐
ary but was postponed due to COVID. Near‐
ly 1200 fencers arrived at the Pennsylvania
Convention Center each day to compete.

Above: Medal winners at the USA Fencing Junior Olympics Championships held in Colorado
Springs, Colorado. on July 4 are (left to right) Gabrielle Gebala, Daniella Davia, Emily Jing, Kate-
rina Lung, Ivy Zheng, Crystal Qian, Arianna Cao, and Ryanne Leslie.
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Stocks
Continued from page 4
South Bay Consultants, a property man‐
agement firm for which he is the sole pro‐
prietor. He also received income from a
family trust that owns five rental proper‐
ties.

Stock options for elected officials can
become a conflict when they have to step
away from votes involving companies
they’ve financially invested in. That could
be viewed as a conflict of interest. In San
Jose, two councilmembers were forced to
walk away from a vote on hazard pay for
grocery workers at the last minute and it
appears no one at City Hall is checking for
such conflicts before an item is discussed.

Wasserman has recused himself at least
once from a vote. In Dec. 2020, he recused
himself from a vote on considering protec‐
tions for essential workers in the fast‐food
industry because he owned stock in McDon‐
alds.  Several investments did not appear
on Wasserman’s public disclosure forms. In
an email to San José Spotlight, Wasserman
said he has invested in several cryptocur‐
rency stocks, including Coinbase, Riot
Blockchain and Grayscale. Wasserman did
not immediately respond to questions about
why they do not appear on his forms.

It’s unclear what obligations elected offi‐
cials are under when it comes to reporting
cryptocurrency. Jay Wierenga, a spokesper‐
son for the California Fair Political Prac‐
tices Commission, said officials must sub‐
mit a document known as a Form 700 that
reports their financial interests as “com‐
pletely as possible.” But the Political Reform
Act doesn’t explicitly address reporting for
cryptocurrency.

“The FPPC Legal Division has given infor‐
mal advice on the subject in the past to treat
it like a stock in a business,” Wierenga told
San José Spotlight, meaning it should be dis‐
closed. “We always tell public officials that
it’s better to over report than under report,
to encourage transparency, and if they
choose, to disclose things that might not
necessarily be required in an effort to show
transparency and diligence in adhering to
the requirements.”  Other members of the
Board of Supervisors reported fewer finan‐
cial interests in 2020 than Wasserman.

District 2 Supervisor Cindy Chavez, is
invested in two stocks that are held in her
spouse’s individual retirement account,
Apple Inc. and Pacific Financial Corpora‐
tion, a regional bank.  Chavez did not respond
immediately to a request for comment.

District 3 Supervisor Otto Lee holds no

stocks, according to public records. Lee is
the managing partner of an intellectual
property law firm, Intellectual Property
Law Group, located in San Jose.  “I would
say that these disclosure rules sometimes
could be quite detailed, and I think some‐
times it’s really important to not assume
you know what the rule is,” Lee said. “We
always consult with the legal counsel to
make sure we’re doing something right.”

Susan Ellenberg, supervisor for District
4, did not own any stock in 2020, accord‐
ing to her disclosure statement. She did
report income from a limited liability com‐
pany called Palms Santa Clara that owns an
apartment complex. Her husband is the
member of an LLC that is invested in a dif‐
ferent apartment complex.  Ellenberg said
she’s never had to recuse herself from a
vote.

In 2020, District 5 Supervisor Joe Simit‐
ian has stock in Outreach Circle, a relational
organizing platform, but his disclosure states
that he has no ownership interest or busi‐
ness position in the company. He also report‐
ed stock in Apple, AT&T and Johnson &
Johnson that were held in IRAs. Those stocks
were disposed of in early 2020, according
to the disclosure.  Simitian told San José
Spotlight he has recused himself from votes
over the years, but he could not recall off‐
hand which ones.  “Over the years you learn
to pay careful attention to when and where
you might have a conflict of interest, and if
and when you do, you recuse yourself con‐
sistent with the requirements of state and
local law,” Simitian said. “Occasionally, it
can be tough to get an absolutely clear
answer—some of these conflict questions
can be complicated—so you err on the side
of caution.”

County Counsel James Williams said
supervisors receive training on how to com‐
ply with financial disclosure rules to avoid
running into conflicts of interests with their
votes.  “It’s a comprehensive two‐hour train‐
ing and covers quite a range of topics,”
Williams said. He added that elected offi‐
cials are required by state law to state their
recusal on the record if an item appears
before them for a decision that they have a
financial interest in.

These recusals are memorialized in the
minutes of county meetings. But there
appears to be no systematic way of track‐
ing compliance.  “We do not have a sepa‐
rate tracking system for recusals outside of
the minutes,” said Deputy County Execu‐
tive Megan Doyle.

Contact Eli Wolfe at eli@sanjosespot‑
light.com or @EliWolfe4 on Twitter.



New California stimulus
checks approved

California Gov. Gavin Newsom signed a $100 billion budg‐
et deal last week, paving the way for millions of Californi‐
ans to receive one‐time cash payments directly into their
bank accounts.

Under "Golden State Stimulus II," qualifying individuals
with incomes between $30,000 to $75,000 will receive a $600
stimulus check and qualifying families with children, includ‐
ing undocumented families, will get an additional $500.

Payments are expected to be issued sometime in early
September, and most  Californians who qualify for the stim‐
ulus are not required to fill out any paperwork to receive
the stimulus payment.

Juvenile killed walking across
Camden Ave. at Kooser Rd.

Officers responded to the area of Kooser Road and Cam‐
den Avenue for a vehicle versus pedestrian traffic collision
on July 9 at 5:11 p.m. 

The preliminary investigation revealed a male juvenile was
walking across Camden Avenue, in a marked crosswalk,
against a ‘do not walk’ signal/symbol when he was struck
by a 2018 Mercedes sports utility vehicle. The vehicle was
traveling in a southbound direction on Camden Avenue and
had a green light at the intersection.

The male juvenile was transported to a local hospital with
life threatening injuries. Shortly after arriving the victim
succumbed to his injuries and was declared deceased.

The adult male driver of the Mercedes remained on scene
and cooperated with the investigation. Alcohol or drugs are
not suspected as a factor in this collision.

This is the 26th fatal traffic collision, and 27th victim of
2021. This is also pedestrian death number 9 for the year.

The identity of the victim will be released by the Santa
Clara County Coroner's Office after they confirm the victim’s
identity and notify next of kin.

Anyone with information on this investigation is urged to
contact Detective Aldinger #4183 of the San José Police
Department's Traffic Investigations Unit at 408‐277‐4654.

Stabbing victim dies on 5000
block of Almaden Expressway

San Jose Police officers responded to the 5000 block of
Almaden Expressway in front of Britannia Arms pub on a
report of a person stabbed on July 11 at approximately 7:18
a.m. on July 11. 

When they arrived, they located one adult male victim,
24‐year‐old Damon Kosiba, suffering from at least one stab
wound. Officers began life saving measures and paramedics
arrived shortly thereafter and assisted. The male was pro‐
nounced deceased at the scene.

During the initial investigation,
Howard Ishihara (inset), 55, was
identified as the primary suspect in
the homicide incident. He was locat‐
ed and arrested on July 11th by patrol
officers. The stabbing allegedly
occurred near the car wash where
Ishihara was working.  

This is the City's 23rd homicide of
2021.

Anyone with information is asked to Contact Detective
Sergeant Vallejo #3810 or Detective Cuenca #3915 of the
San José Police Department’s Homicide unit at 408‐277‐
5283.
Persons wishing to remain anonymous may call the Crime
Stoppers hotline at 408‐947‐7867.

Carla Pelino of Almaden Valley
named to Emerson College
Spring 2021 Dean's List

Carla Pelino (inset), a native of Almaden Valley, has been
named to Emerson College's
Dean's List for the Spring 2021
semester. 

Pelino is majoring in Media
Arts Production and is a mem‐
ber of the Class of 2023. 

The requirement to make
Emerson's Dean's List is a grade
point average of 3.7 or higher.

Emerson is known for its
experiential learning programs
in Los Angeles, Washington, DC, the Netherlands, London,
China, and the Czech Republic as well as its new Global Por‐
tals. The College has an active network of 51,000 alumni
who hold leadership positions in communication and the
arts. For more information, visit emerson.edu.
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Reach your community
with a  classified ad! 

See page 23, and call 408‑494‑7000 for more information.



R
ochester Institute of Tech‐
nology has announced that
Miko Buenk and Sam Heb‐

bar of Almaden Valley have been
named to the 2021 Dean's List for
the spring semester.

Buenk, who is in the mechanical
engineering technology program,
said he has always been fond of
making things.  “At the age of 14 I
started designing and making
kitchen knives and selling them to
neighbors. This led to MAB Fabri‐
cation, where I design and create
various artistic projects on com‐
mission or to sell online. At RIT I
work to solve challenging engi‐
neering problems using knowledge
of engineering principles and math‐
ematical equations.”

As a DAAD RISE awardee
(Research Internships for Science
and Engineering) Hebbar works
with Technische Universität Kaiser‐
slautern in Germany on a project
to develop a simple, easy‐to‐use,
and portable electric photometer
to measure the quality of wine in
an industrial setting.  “As a Bio‐
medical engineer, I am interested
in one day designing and manu‐
facturing biomedical devices that
can make healthcare more accu‐
rate and accessible to people all
over the world.”

Undergraduate students are eli‐
gible for Dean's List if their GPA is
greater than or equal to 3.40 for
nine credit hours of traditionally
graded coursework; they do not
have any grades of "Incomplete," NE,
D, or F; and they have registered
for, and completed, at least 12 cred‐
it hours.

Rochester Institute of Technolo‐
gy is home to leading creators,
entrepreneurs, innovators and
researchers. Founded in 1829, RIT
enrolls about 18,600 students in
more than 200 career‐oriented and
professional programs, making it
among the largest private univer‐
sities in the U.S.  The university is
internationally recognized and
ranked for academic leadership in

business, computing, engineering,
imaging science, liberal arts, sus‐
tainability, and fine and applied
arts. 
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California continues
requirement despite CDC
relaxing guidelines 

T
he U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
(CDC) published new guide‐

lines that students and teachers
who are not inoculated should con‐
tinue to wear masks, while those
who have been vaccinated against
the coronavirus have the option to
ditch their masks.

Equity provides for philoso‑
phy that all wear masks at school

But shortly after the announce‐
ment, California said not so fast.
The state is taking a stricter
approach, requiring that everyone
continue to wear masks inside
schools to “ensure that all kids are

treated the same.”
The CDC said “safely returning

to in‐person instruction in the fall
2021 is a priority regardless of
whether all of the prevention
strategies can be implemented at
schools.” 

The state said it would keep a
mask requirement in place because
many schools can’t implement
other protective measures, such as
keeping kids at least three feet
apart.

“Masking is a simple and effec‐
tive intervention that does not
interfere with offering full in‐per‐
son instruction,” California Health
and Human Services Agency Sec‐
retary Dr. Mark Ghaly said in a
statement. “At the outset of the new
year, students should be able to
walk into school without worry‐
ing about whether they will feel
different or singled out for being
vaccinated or unvaccinated —
treating all kids the same will sup‐
port a calm and supportive school
environment.”

Some parents who are critical of
the new masking mandate require‐
ment, pointed out that children,
especially young children, are
unlikely to become seriously ill
from the virus.

Miko Buenk and Sam Hebbar
make Dean’s List at Rochester
Institute of Technology 

Miko Buenk (left) and Sam Habbar

State mandate: Teachers, students
must continue to wear masks at school
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By Matt Mahan
Special to the Times

I
hope you and
your loved ones
enjoyed the 4th of

July! 
I had a blast par‐

ticipating in a few
celebrations in our
district, including the
Shadow Brook Fun
Run (which I walk‐
ed!), Graystone's
annual parade (com‐
plete with an engine
from Station 22), and
Montevideo's 53rd
annual parade, the longest run‐
ning in our part of town. It is such
a pleasure to see neighbors get‐
ting together in person and enjoy‐
ing the summer after such a long
and difficult pandemic experience. 

We were fortunate to avoid
major fires in our district over the
holiday weekend, though our
office did receive complaints
about illegal fireworks late into
the night. According to the San
Jose Fire Department, formal com‐
plaints were down significantly
this year, but citations also appear
to be low:

Preliminary data indicates
#SJFD responded to 20 fireworks‐
related incidents on July 4, 2021.
1,644 online reports were filed
during the reporting period (June
15 ‐ July 5, 2021), down from

6,601 filed in 2020.
#SJPD issued 10 cita‐
tions & seized approx.
550lbs of fireworks.
For info: https://t.co/
u9IX0jeIqH  — San
José Fire Dept.
(@SJFD) July 5, 2021.

My colleagues and
I will receive a report
on fireworks enforce‐
ment from Fire and
Police at our August
committee meeting
focused on public
safety. I'm eager to
find out why only

0.6% of complaints led to a cita‐
tion and will continue to push for
greater enforcement as so many
of you have requested. If you have
any particular fireworks‐related
experiences that I should refer‐
ence during our committee meet‐
ing, please send them to dis‐
trict10@sanjoseca.gov with the
subject line "fireworks." 

Next year, we're hoping to bring
back the 4th of July fireworks cel‐
ebration at Almaden Lake, which
was cancelled the last two years
due to COVID‐19. The event,
which is safe and family‐friend‐
ly, is extremely well attended
(over 20,000 people) and helps
reduce the use of illegal fireworks
in our neighborhoods. Many of us
are excited to see it return.

See DISTRICT, next page

District 10
Report
Matt Mahan

Councilmember-
elect, District 10

Fourth of July festivities strike 
celebratory note, though only 0.6% of
fireworks complaints led to a citation

Councilmember Matt Mahan participates in a District 10 July 4 parade.



District
Continued from previous page

However, we need your help to make it
happen. Valley Water's planned creek‐lake
separation project at Almaden Lake is slat‐
ed to begin in June 2022. Once it begins, much
of the park will be inaccessible for approx‐
imately two years. Our office has written a
letter in partnership with the District 10
Leadership Coalition to demonstrate how
much community support exists for the
event and requesting that Valley Water
move their start date back a few weeks.
Please add your name to support our let‐
ter today: bit.ly/SaveAlmadenLake4th. 

Thanks in advance for lending your voice
to this effort. We'll keep you updated on the
status of our conversations with Valley
Water and the plan for next year. 

Speaking of water, soil moisture levels
across the state have reached some of the
lowest points ever recorded at this time of
year. This means we could be facing an
extremely bad fire season and weeks of
poor air quality, if not worse. I encourage
you to prepare now. Cal Fire provides a
number of excellent tips and resources on
their Ready for Wildfire website: ready‐
forwildfire.org

At a minimum, please have a plan for leav‐
ing your home quickly in the event—heav‐
en forbid—that we experience a fire in
Almaden Valley or along the Santa Teresa
ridge. You will want to have your "grab‐
and‐go" bag ready with water, food, key
documents, a change of clothing for each
family member, etc., and a plan for where
you will go. 

Even in less severe circumstances, you
should prepare for extremely poor air qual‐
ity and the need to remain indoors for
extended periods of time. Experts recom‐
mend having a supply of N95 masks, extra
food and supplies to reduce trips out of the
home, a portable air purifier if possible, and
identifying a room in your home that can
be sealed off from outdoor air. 

Finally, and on a more positive note, last
week San Jose became the first major city in
the country in which 85% of the eligible pop‐
ulation (currently ages 12 and up) has had
at least one dose of the COVID vaccine. This
level of coverage is roughly where epidemi‐
ologists believe "herd immunity" kicks in,
which is great news for everyone. Well done!

Editor’s note: To contact District 10 Coun‑
cilmember Matt Mahan, email: matt.
mahan@sanjoseca.gov or call the District 10
office at: 408‑535‑4910.

ALMADEN TIMES n JULY 23 – AUGUST 5, 2021 n PAGE 11SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Times Feature



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 12 n ALMADEN TIMES n JULY 23 – AUGUST 5, 2021

Times Feature

A
lm

adenTim
esReal Estate

SUSAN
BOERNER

(408) 921-7619
compass.com/agents/susan-boerner/

Susan.boerner@compass.com

THERESE 
SWAN

tswan@tswan.com
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

DRE:  01355719

(408) 656-8240

JACKIE 
JONES

(408) 315-6186
www.jackiejonessells.com

jjones@cbnorcal.com

A
lm

ad
en
Ti
m
es

Re
al

 Es
ta

te

SHAWN ANSARI
& SAHAR BINESH

(408) 529-4574
shawn.ansari@compass.com

(408) 348-9197
sahar.binesh@compass.com

MARK & MADELINE
CHIAVETTA

(408) 425-2848
www.thechiavettas.com
info@thechiavettas.com

Your Realtor ad
here: just $89!

Call now to place 
your ad by phone: 
(408) 494-7000

N. JEANETTE CAMPA
BROKER

408-661-0203 
www.jabez-realty.com

jeanette@jabez-realty.com
Cal BRE 01327014

Guests can now enjoy all 
their favorites at the 
amusement park and zoo

H
appy Hollow Park & Zoo visitors can
once again enjoy the park’s family‐
friendly rides and attractions along

with the two zoo areas. 
The $17.25 admission ticket includes both

zoo areas, all play areas and rides. The Pic‐

nic Basket is open with an expanded menu
and indoor dining soon to follow. Time lim‐
its have been removed from play areas, allow‐
ing for open play, and rides are now oper‐
ating daily, as available. 

“With nearly 500,000 visitors per year and
1.3 million total riders, we know that rides
are a popular aspect of the Happy Hollow
experience and we are thrilled to re‐open
more areas of the park and zoo for members
and visitors to enjoy,” says General Manag‐

er Kiersten McCormick. 
More Zoo in the Hollow and the Zoo on

the Hill areas are re‐opening as well. Guests
can now interact with Happy Hollow’s goat
herd at the popular contact yard and get a
close‐up encounter with Navajo‐Churro
sheep and a dwarf zebu at The Barn within
Double‐H Ranch. Keeper chats will resume
in the Zoo in the Hollow, and Animal Meet
& Greets in the Zoo on the Hill are expected
to return later this summer. The Puppet Cas‐
tle Theater and the Crooked House, an indoor
play area, remain closed. Both are expected
to re‐open in the fall. (Continued, next page)

Rides are back at Happy Hollow!
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In line with state and county guidelines,
face coverings are required for unvaccinat‐
ed visitors when indoors or in crowded out‐
door settings. Guests are asked to stay home
if they are feeling sick. Extra hand washing
and hand sanitizing stations are available
throughout the park and zoo, and high‐touch
surfaces are sanitized regularly. 

“Our rides team takes pride in providing
fun, safe experiences for families with young
children,” says Interim Assistant General
Manager, Mario Day. “We are excited to wel‐
come guests back to our most popular rides
like Danny the Dragon and the Pacific Fruit
Express roller coaster.” 

Happy Hollow is open Wednesday through
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Same‐day
ticket purchases are available on‐site, but

guests are encouraged to purchase tick‐
ets ahead of time through the online
reservation system to ensure their entry.
Reservations are no longer timed, with
guests able to enter anytime between
10 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. on the day of their
reservation. Reservations are free of
charge for Happy Hollow members and
children under two. Visit our website
to plan your next visit. 

Visiting the amusement park and zoo
helps promote wildlife conservation
and research locally and around the
globe. The Happy Hollow Quarters for
Conservation program devotes 25 cents
of every ticket sold and $1 of every
membership to help protect animals in
the wild. 

About the Happy Hollow 
Park & Zoo 

Happy Hollow Park & Zoo has provided
outdoor play to the Bay Area since 1961.
Happy Hollow is a facility of the San José’s
Department of Parks, Recreation & Neigh‐
borhood Services, and is supported by the
Happy Hollow Foundation. The mission of
Happy Hollow is connecting people to nature
through play. Happy Hollow features a
unique combination of family rides and
amusements, a Puppet Castle Theater, nature
themed play areas, special events for all sea‐
sons, an Association of Zoos and Aquariums
accredited zoo, and a zoo education and
wildlife conservation program with classes
and camps for all ages. Happy Hollow also
offers annual memberships for families and
individuals. www.happyhollow.org 



By Angela Copeland
Special to the Times

I
n the last few weeks, countless
news stories have popped up
about the Great Resignation. 

Millions of American workers
are quitting their jobs. You've prob‐
ably heard about it (and maybe even con‐
sidered it). So, what does it mean for your
career?

If you've thought of quitting your job
recently, I don't blame you. If the COVID pan‐
demic has given us anything, it's given us
time to think. We've spent more time at home

and alone in the last year than any
years past. All of that quiet time
has allowed us to reflect on impor‐
tant topics. It's given us the space
to consider what is really impor‐
tant in our lives, and what isn't so
important after all. 

It has also given us a chance to try out a
new lifestyle when it comes to work. Sud‐
denly, many people aren't doing a daily com‐
mute each way. Perhaps they're spending
more time with immediate family. Many peo‐
ple have learned that working from home
really is possible. It's given us a new per‐

spective on the concept of work life balance. 
If you've found yourself unhappy with your

current work situation, the good news is this.
It's a great time to look for something new.
Companies are being more flexible than
ever before. And, you likely now have
options beyond your local area. This means
that there may be more job options avail‐
able to you than before the pandemic start‐
ed. 

That said, you should take this to heart.
Don't assume that the way things are today
is the way they'll be tomorrow. For exam‐
ple, the apartment rental market one year
ago was amazing. If you wanted to rent a
new apartment, you could find a deal on a
great place. People were leaving cities in
droves. However, in the last few months,
the entire situation has changed. People are
moving back into cities. And, finding an
apartment has become much harder and
much more expensive. 

What I'm saying is this. Things change.

The market is great for job seekers today
– right now. But, in a few months, that may
no longer be the case. If you aren't happy
at your current job, now is the time to look. 

But also, don't take your current job for
granted. Keep putting in the same effort
today that you put in every other day. Don't
assume a new job is waiting around the
next corner. Looking for a new job takes time.
You may need this job. And, even if you find
a new job, you'll eventually need references
from your current job. 

Do your best and doors will open. Nur‐
ture your existing job, and you'll be able to
wait until a job you really like comes along.
The last thing you want is to run from one
bad situation to another – or to find your‐
self stuck in a negative environment. In
other words, don't resign today. Keep steady
until you find something new. 

Angela Copeland, a career expert and
founder of Copeland Coaching, can be reached
at copelandcoaching.com.

Surf.Surf.

AlmadenTimes.com
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Apoorva
Continued from page 1
the world. The Award is given out by the
charity of the same name and has the sup‐
port of both her sons, The Duke of Cam‐
bridge and The Duke of Sussex.        

Apoorva was one of 25 students to receive
the award in the United States and among
300 globally. She was recognized for her
many talents to help underprivileged chil‐
dren throughout the world, and was nomi‐
nated for the award by the Girls Leadership
Academy Meetup (GLAM), for which she is
a global ambassador, speaker, and mentor. 

A math prodigy, Apoorva donates funds
she earns through tutoring and through the
sale of her artwork to help visually impaired
and tribal schools in India, raising more than
$35,000 for global causes. She brings art and
activism together, with her painting of George
Floyd raising $1,400 for BLM organizations.
She also volunteers at ‘Girls Leadership Acad‐
emy Meetup’ as a mentor and as a keynote
speaker. To date, Apoorva has mentored
more than 200 young people and continues
to encourage girls to pursue STEM (Science
Technology, Engineering and Math). Apoor‐
va’s column “Gems in STEM” appears in the
Evergreen Times and the Almaden Times. 

“I’m so honored to receive this prestigious
award,” Apoorva said. “Ever since I was 10
years old, I have reached out to help under‐
privileged children across the world and I
will continue to do so the rest of my life;
especially through mentoring young girls
and gender minorities to encourage them to
pursue STEM.”   

Prince Harry
Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex, made a sur‐

prise video address for the ceremony hon‐
oring the latest group of young people get‐
ting Diana Awards for their humanitarian
work and community action.

“I’m truly honored to be celebrating your
work, your commitment to change making,
and the vital role that you’ve taken on rep‐
resenting a new generation of humanitari‐
anism,” Harry told the winners. “Later this
week, my brother and I are recognizing what

would have been our mum’s 60th birthday,
and she would be so proud of you all for liv‐
ing authentic life with purpose and with com‐
passion for others.” He went on to explain
that, “Our mum believed that young people
have the power to change the world. She
believed in your strength because she saw
it day in and day out and in the faces of young
people exactly like you, she witnessed a
boundless enthusiasm and passion.” He
added that his wife Meghan Markle is equal‐
ly passionate about supporting future gen‐
erations explaining, “Meg and I fundamen‐
tally believe that our world is at the cusp of
change, real change for the good of all.”

Tessy Ojo, CEO
“We congratulate all our new Diana Award

recipients from the UK and all over the globe
who are change makers for their genera‐
tion,” said Tessy Ojo, CEO of the Diana Award.
“We know by receiving this honor they will
inspire more young people to get involved
in their communities and begin their own
journey as active citizens. For over twenty
years The Diana Award has valued and invest‐
ed in young people encouraging them to con‐
tinue to make positive change in their com‐
munities and lives of others.”

Award recipients were nominated by
adults who know the young people in a pro‐
fessional capacity and recognize their efforts
as a positive contribution to society. Through
a rigorous nomination process, these nom‐
inators had to demonstrate the nominee’s
impact in five key areas: Vision, Social Impact,
Inspiring Others, Youth Leadership, and Serv‐
ice Journey.

There are 12 Diana Award Judging Panels
representing each UK region or nation and
a further three panels representing coun‐
tries outside of the UK. Each panel consists
of three judges; one young person, an edu‐
cation or youth work professional, and a
business or government representative. The
panels have an important main purpose: to
determine which nominations from each UK
region/nation/country will receive The Diana
Award. Nominations are judged using the
Criteria Guide and Scoring Guide which have
been created to measure quality of youth
social action.

What the Great Resignation means to you and your career
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Taekwondo
Continued from page 1
Gold on AGT (America’s Got Talent) with a
Golden Buzzer award bestowed by host
Terry Crews. 

The World Taekwondo Demonstration
team includes three team members from
Evergreen Valley. Teammates Kelsey Ha, 24,
Sean Wallace, 23, and Cassidy Wallace, 20,
all grew up in Evergreen. Sean and Cassidy
trained with Team‐M Taekwondo, joining
the team in Jan. 2018; and Kelsey also trained
with Team‐M Taekwondo, joining the team
in Oct. 2009. 

All three teammates joined World Taek‐
wondo earlier this year.   

Cassidy explained that the three of them
were all friends living in San Jose prior to
joining the team. “When Sean and I first
joined Team‐M's Community Program, we
were rather intimidated by the incredible
skill and accomplishments of our new team‐
mates,” Cassidy said. “Some we had never
met, and the rest (including Kelsey) we had
only known as coaches at seminars. Over the
past couple of years, however, our shared
experiences at training and competition have
brought the three of us very close. Sean and
I both feel extremely lucky to call Kelsey one
of our very best friends.”

"We were invited to perform at the
Olympics but unfortunately we could not do
it due to COVID," said Kelsey, referring to the
global pandemic that postponed the Olympics
by a year.  During the telecast, Simon Cow‐
ell responded, "So you could say you chose

us over the Olympics." 
The World Taekwondo team performed

choreographed action sequences that could
have created for a big‐budget Hollywood
action film. With intricate skill, they broke
dozens of difficultly‐placed song‐pans (wood‐
en boards). They ended their performance
with a banner that read: "Peace is more pre‐
cious than Triumph," and received thun‐
derous applause from the audience.

"Performing with the World Taekwondo
teammates felt like a dream,” said Ha, who
joined the team in 2009. “Getting the oppor‐
tunity to represent Taekwondo on the largest
stage in the world (and in front of my favorite
celebrities) made it all feel so surreal.”

Ha said her heart has been filled with grat‐

itude by all of the responses and overwhelm‐
ing support we have received. “I can't thank
my teammates, coaches, friends, family, and
community enough, and can only hope we
make them proud in the future rounds." 

Sean Wallace, said, "Getting to perform
with my teammates alongside the World
Taekwondo Demonstration Team already
felt like a dream, but us performing on a
stage as large as AGT in front of such large
celebrities makes it feel even more unreal.
I'm incredibly thankful for my coaches,
friends and family for supporting me along
this journey, and hope that we can put on a
show that will make martial arts fans every‐
where proud of the sport."  

Sean’s sister, Cassidy, 20, said, "I never
could have imagined that my almost‐sixteen
years of martial arts training would culmi‐
nate in this: representing taekwondo on one
of the biggest stages in the world. I am so
grateful for the unwavering support of my

teammates and community, and can only hope
to do them justice in the upcoming rounds." 

Cowell called what they did "one of the most
extraordinary things I’ve seen in all the years
I’ve been on 'America’s Got Talent.'" 

The rest of the judging panel also agreed.
Heidi Klum said the World Taekwondo demon‐
stration team's act gave her "goosebumps"
and Sofia Vergara called them "perfection."

"I’ve never seen anything like this in my
life," Howie Mandel said. "The discipline that
is involved, the message you have, amazing!

When it came time to vote, Crews said,
"No you don't," and came out to say “that
was the most incredible thing he's ever wit‐
nessed, and because they weren't able to
make it to the Olympics to get a gold medal,
I'm gonna give you something golden right
now," just before hitting the Golden Buzzer.”

This was truly earned, and Simon's 100
percent right when he says it's a "great Gold‐
en Buzzer" choice on Terry's part.

The World Taekwondo Demonstration Team is
introduced on America's Got Talent.

The World Taekwondo Demonstration team makes a high-flying synchronized kick. 
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By Sonya Herrera
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

S
anta Clara County is planning the
region’s first bike superhighway—but
a route still needs to be selected.

“I don’t see a bicycle superhighway going
down El Camino,” Erik Lindskog, a member
of VTA’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory
Committee, said at Wednesday’s meeting. “I
think a bicycle superhighway needs to be a
little more separate from traffic.”

The idea of a superhighway stems from
VTA’s Santa Clara Countywide Bike Plan
released in 2018. The plan proposes a cen‐
tral bikeway to help cyclists travel more eas‐
ily and safely between cities

Santa Clara County already has 800 miles
of bikeways, including dedicated bike lanes
on roads such as San Fernando Street in
downtown San Jose. There are 200 miles of
dedicated bike trails, but many popular
routes—such as the Guadalupe River Trail
and Coyote Creek Trail—are not connected
through a continuous, uninterrupted path.

VTA allocated $903,000 in funding toward
the project, and aims to complete an analy‐
sis of the preferred route by January.

The transit agency reached out to local
bicyclists to evaluate three alternative routes
for a protected bike path stretching from
East San Jose to Santa Clara. 

The three routes—dubbed the Shortlin‐
er, Trail Trackway and Walsh Wizard—take
different paths from east of Highway 680
north of Mabury Road to Santa Clara as far
west as Lawrence Expressway.

VTA judged each route by eight metrics:
equity, compatibility, desirability, sustain‐
ability, access, joy, safety and feasibility.
Equity measures how attractive a route is
to new users, women and people of color,
while desirability is based on whether seg‐
ments of a route lead to popular destinations.

The Shortliner Route scored highest
among the most categories and follows an
on‐street path from Mabury Road, Taylor
Street, Hedding Street and The Alameda to
El Camino Real. The route is the shortest of
the three alternatives.

San Jose resident and cyclist Andy Muril‐
lo said that when they travel via bike, they
choose routes with as few turns as possible,
which makes the Shortliner Route attractive.
However, they cautioned that riding along
The Alameda and El Camino Real can be
dangerous.

“The optimal option would be to make it
easier and safer to bicycle The Alameda (and)
along El Camino Real, rather than along a
bike route that you have to piece together,”
Murillo told San José Spotlight. “For a lot of

See CYCLING, page 18

A cyclist rides over Highway 880 on The Alameda, a segment of the Shortliner Route proposed for
Santa Clara County's bike superhighway. Photo by Sonya Herrera.

Silicon Valley pedals closer to
region’s first bicycle superhighway

Map of the Shortliner Route option. Image courtesy of VTA.
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TECH JARGON OF THE WEEK

Marketing AI

H
ave you ever stumbled into a conver‐
sation where everyone is speaking
around this “techie” word – and even

after you’ve broken in, it is difficult to under‐
stand the unfamiliar jargon and acronyms?
Well, there’s no need to sweat it. Let me teach
you the meaning of some commonly used tech
words:

Marketing AI 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) and machine learn‐

ing are transforming the technological land‐
scape. From digital assistants to image‐recog‐
nition software to self‐driving cars, AI is every‐
where. But how does AI influence the mar‐
keting and the advertising?

Marketing AI leverages AI concepts and mod‐
els such as neural networks and Bayesian net‐
works to achieve marketing goals. It provides
a set of tools and techniques that enable behav‐
ior targeting. It captures customer data, col‐
lects, and reasons with it to give recommen‐
dations targeted for personalized shopping for
customer. The analytic solutions make it pos‐
sible for marketing folds to build a clearer pic‐
ture of their target audience; and use it to boost
their campaign’s performance. 

Marketing opportunities 
What does this mean for the marketing folks?

The further integration of technology into the
physical world creates new consumer inter‐
actions that are even more simple and instan‐
taneous. A big part of the opportunity for mar‐

keting folks is how AI will help us fully realize
personalization‐and relevance‐at scale. With
platforms like Search and YouTube reaching
billions of people every day, digital ad platforms
finally can achieve communication at scale.
This scale, combined with customization pos‐
sible through AI, means we’ll soon be able to
tailor campaigns to consumer intent in the
moment. It will be like having a million plan‐
ners in your pocket.

Brands like Coca‐Cola are using AI to rein‐
vent how consumers engage with their prod‐
ucts through their smartphones. The Walt Dis‐
ney Co. is using language processing to trig‐
ger an audio soundtrack when you’re reading
a story aloud to your child. 

We also must ask how AI and machine learn‐
ing will spark new ideas and push the bound‐
aries of creativity. With new tools, what will
makers, artists, and musicians design? And
how will that affect the marketing world we
work in? New forms of creativity will provide
new ways of telling brand stories, and new
media platforms as well.

Marketing people today can harness AI to
improve data processing, customizing offers
to improve customer experience as well as
using creativity to come up with new insights
and products. AI can perhaps take over some
of the tedious and time‐consuming tasks that
marketing folks struggle to deal with.  

About the Author
Do you enjoy reading this column?  Send in

your comments or feedback to the author at
shub.saxen@gmail.com. Shubhi Asthana works
as a Research Senior Software Engineer at the
IBM Almaden Research Center, San Jose.
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Cycling
Continued from page 16
people, it’s a lot easier to imagine yourself
sharing a trail with pedestrians than sharing
a street with cars.”

The Trail Trackway route scored highest
for equity and safety. The route extends along
the Penitencia Creek Trail, Coyote Creek Trail,
Caltrans Corridor, Caltrain Corridor and San
Tomas Aquino Creek Trail through Central
Expressway.

However, VTA considers the route infea‐
sible along some stretches of San Jose and
Santa Clara. For example, in Santa Clara the
route faces gaps in the Caltrain Corridor which
are expensive to connect.

The third route is the Walsh Wizard, which
tracks along Berryessa Road, Hedding Street,
the Guadalupe River Trail and Trimble Road,
eventually reaching Kifer Road.

Lindskog is disappointed that the Trail
Trackway Route is considered infeasible, and
said it may be a better alternative than the

on‐street options, given that many of the
streets on the route are planned to have bike
lanes added anyway.

Betsy Megas, who also serves on the bike
and pedestrian committee, said the Trail
Trackway Route is an attractive option, but
that on‐street segments are necessary to pro‐
vide a safe alternative during nighttime or in
periods of flooding.

Many streets in San Jose are designated as
bike routes, but don’t have basic features
such as bike lanes that make roads safer for
cyclists, Murillo said.  “I’m kind of salty that
The Alameda is designated as a bike route,
but there are no bike lanes,” Murillo said.
“I’ve actually stopped riding on The Alame‐
da for the most part because of having to
share travel lanes with cars.”

VTA plans to survey more residents next
month, and may set up a booth at San Jose
Street Fair Viva Calle in September to solic‐
it more feedback on the three alternatives.
Readers can learn more about the bikeway
alternatives at VTA’s website.

The Walsh Wizard Route, which follows a portion of the Guadalupe River Trail, would likely be the
cheapest of the three alternatives proposed. Image courtesy of VTA.

Map of the Trail Trackway route option. Image courtesy of VTA.
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San Jose 
residents defy
orders and
light fireworks

By Eli Wolfe
Article courtesy of 
San José Spotlight

S
an Jose residents lit up the night
sky on Independence Day, ignor‐
ing weeks of pleas and threats

from city and county officials to not
set off illegal fireworks.

The full scope of the evening’s explo‐
sive festival is not available yet, but
the first batch of data is a mixed bag.

The San Jose Fire Department
responded to 20 fireworks‐related
incidents on July 4. For the month
leading up to the holiday, residents
filed 1,644 online reports about fire‐
works.

That’s significantly lower than the
6,601 filed for the same period in 2020,
but San Jose Fire Department
spokesperson Erica Ray said this year’s
data is preliminary and subject to
change. She added that no firework‐
related fatalities occurred on July 4,
but the department doesn’t yet have
details on injuries.

“The breakdown of fireworks‐relat‐
ed incidents still needs to be reviewed
by staff and today is a city holiday,”
Ray told San José Spotlight on Mon‐
day.  The initial figures suggest that
some San Jose residents listened to
the weeks of warnings to not set off
fireworks over the weekend. But some
officials were discouraged that the
educational campaign by multiple
agencies seemed to miss a large chunk
of the population.

“I don’t think anyone took heed of
the warnings on illegal fireworks,”
said Matt Tuttle, San Jose fire captain
and president of the San Jose Fire
Fighters Local 230 union.

Tuttle told San José Spotlight that
crews responded to several fires in
Alviso, but he noted that firework use
appeared fairly widespread through‐
out the city. Tuttle did not express
much optimism that officials will have
more luck curbing fireworks next year.
“Perhaps a city sanctioned fireworks
show could help, but people know the
fines and know the risks but illegal
fireworks still occur,” Tuttle said.

Chelsea Burkett, a seasonal fire‐
fighter for the Cal Fire Santa Clara unit,
did not have preliminary data on com‐
plaints. But she told San José Spotlight
that county law enforcement only
issued a couple citations. The big suc‐
cess was that firefighters were able to
keep blazes contained to under .01
acres.  “(It’s) amazing, especially com‐
pared to last year’s Fourth of July—it
was quite a decrease in incidents,”
Burkett said. Sanctioned shows in Mor‐
gan Hill and Gilroy may have helped
curtail some illicit firework use, she
said.

Just how many fireworks went up
in the sky on July 4 is unclear. But it
was enough to cause a spike in air pol‐
lution in San Jose, worsening the air
quality index from good to moderate
overnight.

Videos shared on Twitter show
dozens of multi‐colored explosions
across the San Jose skyline. On social
media, some residents and officials
vented against the display.  “The fire‐
works are completely out of control,”
tweeted Assemblyman Ash Kalra.
“There’s no sympathy for veterans or
others with acute sensitivity to sounds
of explosions. And, the pets & wildlife.
This is sheer torture for the animals.
I’ve never heard it this bad before and
that says a lot being in San Jose.”
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Groundbreaking ceremony
kicks off $576M project to
restore Anderson Dam

U
.S. representatives joined local officials
July 7 at Anderson Reservoir in north‐
east Morgan Hill for the groundbreak‐

ing ceremony for the Anderson Dam Retrofit
project, which is expected to take up to 10 years
to complete.

The long‐awaited $576 million dollar proj‐
ect, which is expected to take up to 19 years
to complete,  will not only protect Santa Clara
Valley residents and properties from poten‐
tial flooding; it will also go a long way toward
improving the region’s water quality and stor‐
age capacities, according to those who spoke
at the ceremony.

Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren—who repre‐
sents the 19th U.S. congressional district, which
includes Santa Clara County—said a potential
failure of Anderson Dam when the reservoir
would be “catastrophic” for Morgan Hill and
throughout the valley. A “wall of water” would
engulf Morgan Hill within 14 minutes and the
water would flood all the way to the San Fran‐
cisco Bay in such a disaster, Lofgren said.

Lofgren was joined by Ro Khanna, D‐Santa
Clara to kick off the construction of a 1,700‐
foot‐long outlet tunnel and then rebuild the
240‐foot earthen dam, which first was con‐
structed in 1950. 

The project was ordered by federal dam
regulators over concerns the dam could fail
in a major earthquake. Because the dam had
to be drained, water shortages in Santa Clara
County have worsened this summer.

County takes first step installing
outlet tunnel for Anderson Dam



By Linda J. LeZotte
Director, District 4 

Valley Water Board of Directors

F
or nearly 10 years, Valley Water has
been working on a project to protect the
environment and improve water qual‐

ity at Almaden
Lake in South
San Jose.

It’s been quite
a journey so far,
and we’ve over‐
come a variety of
challenges. So, I
am pleased to
share that on
May 11, 2021,
my fellow Board
Members and I
unanimously
certified the pro‐
ject’s environ‐
mental impact
report and ap‐
proved the project for construction. We look
forward to working with various agencies to
acquire the necessary permits to build this
project in a timely fashion.  

The project’s key objectives are to:
• Separate Alamitos Creek from Almaden

Lake and return it to flow into the Guadalupe
River naturally

• Reduce production of methylmercury and
mercury in fish in Almaden Lake to improve
water quality 

• Improve conditions for native fish
• Minimize impacts to the park and trails 
Almaden Lake is located about five miles

away from the site of the New Almaden Quick‐
silver Mine, a Gold Rush‐era mine that released
mercury into local creeks and the Guadalupe
Watershed. Since the formation of Almaden
Lake by the erosion of the old gravel quarry,
mercury‐laden sediment that flows down
Alamitos Creek has accumulated at the lake’s
bottom and converted to methylmercury,
harming the environment.

Furthermore, native fish may lose their
way in the lake and fall prey to non‐native
fish.

Helping the environment
To address the mercury and fish passage

issues, Valley Water will build a levee to sep‐
arate Alamitos Creek from Almaden Lake. Val‐
ley Water will re‐contour the lake bottom to
a uniform depth and cap the mercury‐laden
sentiment. The creek flows will be isolated to
the restored creek section and directly con‐
nect Alamitos Creek to Guadalupe River, as
it did before the park was created in the 1980s.
Separating the creek from the lake will pre‐
vent mercury from coming into the lake and
harming the environment.  

Creating a better way to the bay for native
steelhead

The direct connection from Alamitos Creek
to the Guadalupe River will also allow the
native Central California Coast steelhead to
bypass the lake’s waters on its journey to the
San Francisco Bay.

New pump station 
Valley Water will also build a pump sta‐

tion to allow water from the lake to be dis‐
charged into the Alamitos Percolation Pond.
The new lake configuration and pump sta‐
tion aim to improve water circulation and
water quality. 

New island
After construction, the lake will feature the

existing island and a new island. These islands
will add complexity to the lake, provide bird
habitat, and break up the water surface to
discourage use by seagulls. 

New hiking pathways
We are also working with the City of San

Jose to incorporate a new park area and add
new trail connections. The new levee will add
a new walking pathway so park users can
walk around the entire lake.

The Safe, Clean Water and Natural Flood
Protection Program, which was overwhelm‐
ingly approved by voters in 2012 and again
in November 2020, will provide funding for
this $45 million project. 

This achievement would not have been pos‐
sible without the support and input of our com‐
munity. Since we first announced plans to
address the environmental issues at Almaden
Lake, Valley Water held six formal public
meetings to gather feedback from the public.
Valley Water also met with more than 20

groups and provided information about this
project.

I am so happy to see this project come to
fruition. We’ve considered the public’s opin‐
ion to make the Almaden Lake Improvement
Project the best for the community and pro‐
tect the environment, restore habitat and
improve water quality.

It’s truly been a collaboration between Val‐
ley Water and our community. And I look for‐
ward to continuing that collaboration on this
important environmental project.
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Times Community News

Water
District
Linda J. LeZotte,

SCVWD Director, District 4

Valley Water reaches milestone in project to improve water quality at Almaden Lake and restore creek habitat
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine book that guides
Muslims to practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English mean-
ing is " May Allah (swt)
protect you and your family".
Please visit our website to
learn more.

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every

Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-

nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there  are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world.  Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals.  We also encour-
age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk

the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing 

ads, call
408.483-5458

The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Associ‐
ation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Muse‐

um in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com
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Home Services

Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern 
California. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408 494.7000

Kitchen/Bath

Clocks Employment

Singles

Almaden Valley 
(Senior) Singles 

The organization that

brings single residents of

Almaden Valley (95120) 

over 65 to enjoy a social life

close to home and take part

in community service.

Come and join us for our

monthly breakfast which is

held at 9 a.m. on the third

Tuesday of each month at 

Cup and Saucer, 

Princeton Plaza Mall, 

1375 Blossom Hill Road.

Spas and Salons

Notice

Notice of 
Nondiscriminatory 

Policy as to Students
The Agape Schools admit students of any

race, color, national and ethnic origin to
all the rights, privileges, programs, and
activities generally accorded or made avail‐
able to students at the school. It does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national and ethnic origin in administra‐
tion of its educational policies, admissions
policies, scholarship and loan programs,
and athletic and other school administered
programs.

SJMN#6547945; January 28, 2021

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-
Demand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Premium Chan-
nels at No Charge for One Year! Any-
time, anywhere. Some restrictions
apply. W/ 24-mo. agmt TV price high-
er in 2nd year. Regional Sports Fee
up to $8.49/mo. is extra & applies.
Call IVS 1-408-688-5490

The bathroom of your dreams for as
little as $149/month! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options available.
Quality materials & professional
installation. Senior & Military Dis-
counts Available. Limited Time Offer -
FREE virtual in-home consultation
now and SAVE 15%! Call Today! 1-
844-988-1663

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-
1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Never Pay For 
Covered Home
Repairs Again! 
Complete Care 
Home Warranty 

COVERS ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS 

AND APPLIANCES. 
30 DAY RISK FREE.

$200.00 OFF 
2 FREE Months! 
1-888-385-0250

Sales Director
Direct sales processes for LED technology products. MBA required. 

Seoul Semiconductor, Inc. 
1762 Technology Dr #227, San Jose, CA 95110

IT Manager
Sify Technologies North America Corporation/Sify NA seeks IT

Manager – Instructional Design in Santa Clara, CA. Prepare a range of
cost proposals with appropriate complexity in response to specific solicita-

tion requirements and relevant regulations. Work on multiple
proposal efforts concurrently toward achievement of a fully compliant

and competitive cost proposal. Work from home may be an option. May
need to relocate/travel to unanticipated client sites. Please send your

Cover Sheet and Resume to 5201 Great America Parkway Suite 132, 1st
Floor, Santa Clara, CA 95054. Attn: Katta Reddy

Notices

Shoe RepairJewelry

CAREGIVER/HOUSE KEEPER 
URGENTLY NEEDED 

This is a live‐out position. Caregiver work schedule: Monday thru
Thursday.  $750 weekly Childcare and light housekeeping.  Must
be able to interact with children, Speak English, and non‐smoker.  
MUST HAVE REFERENCES AND BE RESPONSIBLE. If interested,

please contact Linda at: flowershop998@gmail.com

Help Wanted

TimesClassifieds
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