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Goodwill is more than just stores

Nick Bennett, interim manager for the GoodTech department at the Goodwill NNE facility 
in Gorham, evaluates a donated video game system for possible resale. Donated computers, 
phones, games systems and peripherals are tested, refurbished if possible, and either sold in 
the stores or online. Items that can’t be refurbished are passed along to computer companies 
for parts, or to recycling companies. (Tsukroff photo)

See Goodwill, page 8

By Nathan Tsukroff

GORHAM – Goodwill of North-
ern New England is more than just stores 
where used items are sold.

Goodwill NNE has multiple pro-
grams to help people and families in 
Maine, New Hampshire and northern Ver-
mont to achieve better or more stable lives.

With a motto of, “A hand up, not 
a hand out”, Goodwill sees part of its 
mission as teaching people the skills to 
achieve personal stability, which includes 
skills like job preparedness and career 
training.

Headquartered in an industrial park 
area on Hutcherson Drive in Gorham, 
Goodwill NNE has additional offices in 
central Maine and New Hampshire, with 
retail stores sprinkled throughout the three 
states. 

The stores are an important fundrais-
ing tool that support the work of Goodwill, 
including neuro-rehab services, cleaning 
services, and other workforce and health-
care services.

In Maine, Goodwill manages 23 res-
idential homes throughout the central and 
southern part of the state, for adults with 
an acquired brain injury, an intellectual 
disability or other barrier to independence 
that requires the support of Goodwill staff. 

There are also community support 
facilities based in Augusta, Waterville, 
South Portland and Lewiston, which are 
“safe places for adults with disabilities 
to come learn, play, and learn how to live 
more independently,” Heather Steeves, a 
spokesperson for Goodwill NNE, said.

Goodwill also provides neuro reha-
bilitation services at facilities in Lewiston 
and Scarborough. “That’s where our med-
ical staff helps people recover, rehabilitate 
from a brain injury,” Steeves said. “So if 
you have a stroke, for instance, your brain 
might need help getting its function back.”

Goodwill also has “so many work-
force programs!” Steeves said. About 

28,000 people were helped by Goodwill 
NNE last year to find jobs or with job 
training.

At Take 2 YouthBuild, a Goodwill 
program in Lewiston, 17-24 year olds who 
have a history in the juvenile justice sys-
tem learn new skills and give back to their 
community.

Roofing installed 
in LHS expansion

Roofing materials and rooftop equipment 
are being completed on the new wing of 
Lewiston High School. Renovations on the 
existing building should be completed by 
August, ready for the opening of school in 
September. The new wing is expected to 
open for staff and students in November. 
(Photo courtesy of Lewiston Schools)

From Lewiston Schools

LEWISTON - Roofing and rooftop 
equipment is being installed in the new 
wing of Lewiston High School as the 
expansion continues toward a scheduled 
completion in November.

The renovation and expansion of the 
high school are on schedule and on budget, 
according to Jay Doherty, project lead ar-
chitect for Lavallee/Brensinger Architects. 

The renovation of the existing build-
ing and construction of the new main en-
trance will be ready for occupancy at the 
end of August, and the new wing is on 
schedule for completion this fall, accord-
ing to clerk of the works, Tim Brochu.

Brochu said, “On the exterior of the 
building, masons are completing the in-
sulation and laying of the bricks.  Fram-
ers are working on the iconic blue arch, 
which will surround the main entrance,” 
he notes, adding that “roofing and rooftop 
equipment are being completed, and win-
dows are being installed.”

“Inside the building, all of the par-
titions have been framed, and drywalling 
and painting are in progress,” Brochu said. 
“Mechanical, electrical, and plumbing 
utilities are being roughed in.” 

One stairwell has been installed, and 
the angled-feature staircase in the main 

See Expansion, page 9

Art Walk L/A is in-person on Friday
From LA Arts

LEWISTON - The next Art Walk 
L/A begins at 5 pm on Friday, with fully 
in-person arts experiences downtown in-
cluding artist receptions, a poetry reading, 
live music and more.

Art Downtown
Look for artist displays along Lisbon 

Street and in Dufresne Plaza, Lewiston. 
And check out these visual arts events:

The Studio, 291 Lisbon St. Recep-

tion for artist Grayling Cunningham and 
friends

LA Arts Gallery, 221 Lisbon St. 
Bates Dance Festival’s Performance | 
Portrait installation remains open until 7 
pm.

Lewiston Public Library, 200 Lis-
bon St. Student reception for “I Wish My 
Teacher Knew ..”

Kimball Street Studios, 191 Lisbon 
St. Reception for current exhibition, 
“Women in Art”

110 Lisbon St. Artist Melanie Ther-
rien’s botanical series

Craft Brew Underground, 34 Court 
St., Auburn. Artist Iris Scott

Gritty McDuff’s, 68 Main St., Au-
burn. Lewiston artist Thor Smith

Events
5-6 pm: Lewiston Public Library 

hosts a public reception for Lewiston 
High School students

exhibiting in the current show, “I 
See Art Walk, page 11
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WHY PEOPLE CHOOSE
CHAMPOUX INSURANCE

STEPHEN NAGY
Personal Lines Agent

CHAMPOUX INSURANCE
DELIVERING ON THE PROMISE

416 Sabattus St. ~ Lewiston
(207) 783-2246

www.MaineInsuranceOnline.com

“I take the time to find
the most competitive and
comprehensive personal
insurance package for

each client. That’s how I
deliver on the promise.”CHAMPOUX INSURANCE is pleased

to announce that Dick Albert has

re-joined the Agency Team at

Champoux Insurance. Please give

Dick a call and put his 30 years of

experience to work for you.

Call Today

CHAMPOUX INSURANCE
DELIVERING ON THE PROMISE

416 Sabattus St. ~ Lewiston
(207) 783-2246

www.MaineInsuranceOnline.com

WHY PEOPLE CHOOSE
 CHAMPOUX INSURANCE

“I go the extra mile to find my  
clients the best possible price for  
their insurance coverage needs.  
That’s how I deliver on the promise” 

PAULINE GILBERT
Personal Lines Agent

• Landscaping
• Hardscape
• Drainage Installs
• Retaining Walls
• Mowing
• Snow Plowing
• and more!

207-344-5212

Newsmakers, Names & Faces
CMCC Athletics open house on Aug. 5

Visitors to the CMCC Athletics open house on Aug. 5 will be able to tour the new Turf Fields 
for soccer, softball and baseball. (Photo courtesy of CMCC)

AUBURN – Central 
Maine Community Col-
lege is hosting an Athletics 
Open House on Aug. 5.

The event, which is 
tailored to high school ath-
letic directors and coaches, 
as well as recreation and 
club sport directors, will 
have two sessions – 9-a.m.-

noon and 2-4 p.m.
 Guests will be able 

to tour the new athletic fa-
cilities at the college which 
include Turf Fields for soc-
cer, softball and baseball; 
the Dave Gonyea Court; a 
Weight Room; and the Es-
ports Arena.

Guests will also be 

able to tour the college and 
meet with CM coaches as 
well as support personnel.

Interested prospective 
student-athletes and their 
families are also invited.

Interested parties can 
contact Dave Gonyea at, 
(207) 755-5251 or dgon-
yea@cmcc.edu

Downeasters at Sawyer on Friday
GREENE - The 

Downeasters Chorus will 
perform at the Sawyer 
Memorial on Friday at 2 
p.m. and at 7 p.m.

The Araxine Wilkins 
Sawyer Memorial is lo-
cated at 371 Sawyer 
Road, Greene. 

Admission to the 

event is free.
For more informa-

tion, call 946-5311, or 
visit sawyer-foundation.
com 

‘My Best Moments With 
Sherman’ on Aug. 10

Christopher McDougall spends a few moments with his rescued donkey, Sherman. McDou-
gall will discuss his book about rescuing Sherman during a Zoom session on Aug. 10, hosted 
by the Auburn Public Library. (Photo by Matt Roth)

From Auburn Library

Best-selling author 
Christopher McDougall 
joins the Auburn Library 
via Zoom on Aug. 10 to 
share his favorite parts of 
“Running with Sherman,” 
a wonderful and heart-
warming story about a res-
cued donkey.

He will read some 
excerpts and there will be 
some time at the end for a 
brief Q&A. 

When Christopher 
McDougall agreed to take 
in a donkey from an ani-
mal hoarder, he thought it 
would be no harder than 
the rest of the adjustments 
he and his family had 
made after moving from 
Philadelphia to the heart of 
Pennsylvania Amish coun-

try.
However, when Sher-

man arrived, he was so 
sick he could barely move.

Chris decided to un-
dertake a radical rehabil-
itation program designed 
not only to heal Sherman’s 
body but his mind as well. 
The best way to soothe a 
donkey is to give it a job, 
so Christopher decided 
to teach Sherman to run. 
He’d heard about burro 
racing--a unique type of 
race where humans and 
donkeys run together in a 
call-back to mining days-
-and decided he and Sher-
man would enter the World 
Championship in Colo-
rado. See http://bitly.ws/
fKwL 

This program will 
take place via Zoom. 

To register, go to 
www.auburnpubliclibrary.
org and click on Events at 
the top of the page; or con-
tact the Reference Desk at 
207-333-6640, ext. 4; or 
email dwallace@auburn-
publiclibrary.org. 

This program is part 
of the library’s Adult Sum-
mer Reading Program, 
“Tales with Tails” which 
runs through August 31.

The final program of 
this summer’s series will 
be a virtual visit with Mis-
fits Rehab, a local wildlife 
rehabilitator, on August 
24. More details about 
this and other programs 
planned for the fall can be 
found on the website, on 
Facebook (Auburn Public 
Library Advocates), or in-
quire via email (as above).

Summer Music Festival Sunday
From Court St Baptist

AUBURN - Ken 
Medema is the featured art-
ist at the Summer Music 
Festival on Sunday at Court 
Street Baptist Church in Au-
burn.

Medema is a wide-

ly-known and much-loved 
musician and singer-song-
writer. His lyrics provide so-
cial commentary on themes 
of justice, hunger, and rele-
vant Christian charity.

He will be joined by 
other musicians and singers 
for the festival.

All are welcome at this 
free event, which promises 
to be uplifting and energiz-
ing.

For more informa-
tion, call the church office 
during business hours, 207-
784-6661, or email Office@
CourtStreetBaptist.org.

Uptown Cruizahs car 
show on Sunday

OXFORD - 
Bring a Kid to a Car Show!

Young and old alike 
are invited to join the Up-
town Cruizahs on Sun-
day for their 12th Annu-
al Car Show!

The show will again 
take place at the New Bal-
ance Factory Store on 
Route 26 in Oxford. This is 
a rain or shine event.

There will be 23 
classes, from antique autos 
and street rods, to trucks, 
present day vehicles, al-

ternative fuel vehicles and 
special interest vehicles.

There are three 
awards in each class, and 
there will again be Best in 
Show award.

Registration is 
from 8-11 a.m. and the cost 
is $10 per car. As always, 
admission is free for spec-
tators, but donations will 
be gratefully accepted.

 The show partici-
pants will vote in each class 
up to 12:30 p.m. and awards 
will be presented at 2 p.m.

Food will be available 
throughout the day along 
with music.

Proceeds from this 
event, as well as the clubs 
Monday cruise night at 
Daddy O’s in Oxford, ben-
efit local organizations such 
as Responsible Pet Care 
and Maine Veterans’ Home 
activity fund.

For more informa-
tion on the show or cruise 
nights please call Dan Tripp 
at 890-8778 or Garry Allen 
595-2691.



 Page 3Thursday, July 29, 2021

FREE e-subscriptions at www.TwinCityTimes.com

ADVERTISING
For advertising information email 

ads@TwinCityTimes.com 
or call 207-795-5017. 

DEADLINE
Deadline for ads and press releases is  

5 p.m. on Friday preceding publication.  
Published every Thursday.

PRESS RELEASES
All submissions, including photos  

must be emailed to the editor, 
Editor@TwinCityTimes.com.

PROOFS
Publisher is not responsible for any 
errors in ad copy not inspected by 

advertiser prior to publication.

Laurie A. Steele
Publisher/CEO

Laurie@TwinCityTimes.com

Millie Barnard
Managing Editor

Editor@TwinCityTimes.com

Lacey Rollins
Outside Rep

Info@TwinCityTimes.com

Twin CiTy 
TiMES

Twin CiTy Publishing, inC. 2020©
All materials found in Twin CiTy TiMES are copyrighted. 

All rights in those materials are reserved and permission to 
use them must be specifically granted by Twin City TIMES.

Info@TwinCityTimes.com
(207) 795-5017

Twin CiTy Publishing, inC
Twin City Times • 9 North River Road, Suite 232 • Auburn, ME 04210

Gorham Weekly • 28 State Street • Gorham, ME 04038 
Lillian Baker

Office Manager
Lillian@TwinCityTimes.com

Nathan Tsukroff

Newsmakers, Names & Faces

THE Basement, Attic, Garage
& Apartment

Cleanouts

Boat, Vehicle & 
Camper 

(207) 450-5858  •  www.thedumpguy.com    Fully Insured

JUNK
REMOVAL

Chimneys • Chimney Cleanings • Masonry Demo

Blanchard’s Cash Fuel
#2 Heating Oil and K-1
Off Road Diesel (Dyed)
On Road Diesel (Clear)

Propane

225-3588
3 Conant Road, Turner

(on the Auburn/Turner Line)

Don’t Shiver...We Deliver!
www.blanchardscashfuel.com

Summer Reading continues at Lewiston Library
From LPL

LEWISTON – Sum-
mer Reading continues 
through Aug. 7 at Lewiston 
Public Library with this 
year’s theme of “Tails and 
Tales,” with reading pro-
grams for children, teens, 
and adults.

See the library web-
site at https://lplonline.org/ 
for more information and 
calendars.

Questions? Please 
call 207-513-3134 or email 
us at lplreference@lewis-
tonmaine.gov

KIDS programing 
features weekly themes, 
LIVE performers, staff 

virtual programs, take & 
make kits, and book & 
prize giveaways

TEEN programming 
features Discord gather-
ings, virtual book groups 
and games, and book and 
prize giveaways

CHILDREN/FAM-
ILY

PROGRAMS
Judy Pancoast LIVE 

and in-person in Kenne-
dy Park July 31 at 10:30 
a.m. - No reservations 
required. In case of rain, 
program will be streamed 
LIVE on Facebook from 
the library.

Nature’s Nightshift 
with The Center for Wild-

life VIRTUAL On Zoom 
and Livestreamed to Face-
book Tuesday, August 3 
from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm.

Learn about creatures 
of the night from the Cen-
ter for Wildlife, a wildlife 
rescue and rehabilitation 
center located in Cape 
Neddick, ME. Using live 
animals, the Center for 
Wildlife will answer many 
of our questions about how 
these animals survive in 
the nighttime. Gather your 
friends and family around 
to get up close with their 
live non-releasable ani-
mal ambassadors and their 
fascinating nocturnal ad-
aptations. For more infor-

mation, please contact the 
Reference Desk at 207-
513-3135 or at LPLRef-
erence@LewistonMaine.
gov

Stargazing in Kenne-
dy Park LIVE and in-per-
son August 6 at 8 p.m. - No 
reservations required. In 
case of rain, program will 
be streamed LIVE on 
Facebook from the library.

VIRTUAL Preschool 
Babytime & Storytime Ev-
ery Tuesday 10:30-11:15—
Lewiston Public Library 
Children 0-5 are welcome 
to join the fun on Zoom as 
Ms. Jackie uses interactive 
songs and stories to intro-
duce children to the world 

of books, learning, and the 
library. Call 207-513-3133 
for details and registration.

TEEN PRO-
GRAMS

Visit the VIRTU-
AL Teen Library on Dis-
cord All Summer Long. 
Join LPL Teen Discord to 
connect with other young 
adults online & participate 
in our virtual teen pro-
gramming!

“I Wish My Teacher 
Knew” Art Walk Recep-
tion LIVE and in-person 
at Lewiston Public Li-
brary, Friday, July 30 from 
5-6 p.m. From a COVID 
school year, Lewiston 
High School‘s Art Depart-

ment presents “I Wish My 
Teacher Knew,” a collec-
tion of digitally created and 
shared art work, stories, 
poems, and collages creat-
ed by our local students.

All You Can Game: 
VIRTUAL Teen Gaming 
continues on Wednesday 
Aug. 4 and Aug. 18 at 4:30 
p.m. An ongoing, online 
game night. Try a little of 
everything as we test out 
a sampling of different 
games throughout the sum-
mer, including Among Us, 
Jackbox Games, and more. 
Hop on Discord for a new 
multiplayer game every 
other week, June through 
August.

Charter review to go before City Council
From City of Lewiston

LEWISTON – The 
final report and recom-
mendations of Lewiston’s 
Charter Review Commit-
tee will go before the City 
Council on Aug. 3

The report can be re-
viewed at http://bitly.ws/
fKyq

The review com-
mittee, appointed by the 
Mayor, began its work in 
March, and at its final meet-
ing on July 19, members 
unanimously approved this 
final report.  Membership 
consisted of Ed Barrett, 
Patti Gagne, Francis Gag-
non, Steve Morgan, Roger 
Philippon, Linda Scott, and 
Jennifer Williams.  

The current City 
Charter requires the Mayor 
to appoint a Charter Re-
view Committee in calen-
dar years ending in 1.

The committee was 
charged with completing a 
comprehensive review of 
the City Charter and pre-
senting recommendations 
designed to improve the 
operations of city govern-
ment.  

During their review, 
the committee members 
received comments and 
suggestions from a wide 
variety of individuals in-
terested in and knowl-
edgeable of Lewiston city 
government and its history.  
This included school and 
city elected officials, mem-

bers of city staff, the City 
Attorney, and members of 
the public.  A summary of 
the comments and sugges-
tions of these individuals 
and groups is part of the 
final report.

The current charter 
was originally adopted by 
the voters in 1979.  While 
it was periodically amend-
ed in the following years, 
the document was not 
completely reviewed and 
updated until 2011 when 
the City Council created a 
charter review committee 
charged with reviewing the 
entire document and rec-
ommending changes.  That 
committee proposed ten 
amendments to the charter, 
nine of which were subse-

quently adopted by the vot-
ers.  Among those amend-
ments was one requiring 
a charter committee to be 
established every ten years 
to review and recommend 
additional changes and 
updates with the vision 
of ensuring that the city’s 
foundational document is 
adjusted to meet changing 
needs and issues.  

Send all
items for

What’s Going On
to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.
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adds years of life!

Protect your investment with our 
wide range of products!

Roadmark Industries
Mike Willett • 143 Pleasant Street • Auburn

(207) 240-5535

Guest Column

Wild about words
From Grammar Guy

I’m a proud “word 
nerd.” I love words; I col-
lect them like baseball 
cards.

I like weird words, 
wonky words, witty words 
and even a handful of 
Welsh words (fun fact: the 
word for “carrot” in Welsh 
is “moron”). As a person 
prone to collecting things, I 
hoard words like a dooms-
day prepper stashes toilet 
paper. Is it an illness? Prob-
ably. But it’s cheaper than 
golf.

Do you bow down at 
the altar of epeolatry? If 
so, you worship words. I 
promise you’re not the only 
adherent to this phonetic 
pastime. Other words for 
word-worship are “gram-
matolatry” and “verbola-
try.” While I’m not qualified 
to dole out spiritual advice, 
your words have the power 
to give life or to take it from 
someone. Even when anon-
ymous or over social media, 
your words can either make 
someone’s day or make 
them miserable.

Verbomania is a 

“craze for words.” I’m not 
a psychiatrist, nor am I 
Dear Abby, so I can’t pre-
scribe medication or give 
medical advice. However, 
if you have an appetite for 
language, maybe consider a 
helping or two of alphabet 
soup. By doing so, you can 
rightly call yourself a “ver-
bivore.”

You may consider 
yourself a “logolept.” If 
so, you’re a word lover — 
a verbal virtuoso. A word 
wizard. A defender of dic-
tion. A prose pro. A lexical 
legend. You get the idea.

On the other hand, 
maybe you know someone 
who’s terrified of words. I 
doubt you have gotten this 
far into my column while 
suffering from “logopho-
bia” — the fear of words. 
Many people have a fear of 
speaking in public or have 
an aversion to speaking al-
together.

Did you know there’s 
even a word for people who 
have a fear of long words? 
It’s called “hippopotomon-
strosesquipedaliophobia.” 
Weighing in at fifteen sylla-
bles, this word is a tongue-

in-cheek word that means 
the same thing as “sesqui-
pedalophobia.”

As someone who of-
ten gets paid by the word, I 
have no problem extending 
prose to ridiculous extents. 
The words we use matter 
and we need to make them 
count. It’s no wonder peo-
ple get booted from Twitter 
for the equivalent of yelling 
“fire” in a crowded the-
ater. Just as the clothes we 
choose to wear on our bod-
ies can express our identi-
ties, the words we allow to 
flow from our mouths and 
keyboards shape how peo-
ple see us. 

While life can of-
ten feel like a nonstop 
chwyrligwgan (Welsh for 
“merry-go-round”), our 
words give us the opportu-
nity to shape it into some-
thing either awesome or 
awful. It’s up to you.

Curtis Honeycutt is 
a syndicated humor col-
umnist. He is the author 
of “Good Grammar is the 
Life of the Party: Tips for 
a Wildly Successful Life”. 
Find more at curtishoney-
cutt.com.

Follow us on Facebook!
Don’t miss our weekly giveaways!

Bill increases protections 
for loan borrowers

From ME Legislature

AUGUSTA —Gov. 
Janet Mills recently signed 
into law a bill from Sen. 
Eloise Vitelli, D-Arrowsic. 
LD 1645, “An Act To Es-
tablish Protections for 
Private Student Loan Bor-
rowers and a Registry of 
Lenders.”

The new law will in-
crease protections for bor-
rowers of private student 
loans and their cosigners.

“For decades, people 
have been told the best way 
to advance their career is 
to further their education. 
Unfortunately, regulations 
around student loan com-
panies did not keep pace 
with the increasing cost of 
getting an education. As a 
result, far too many hard-
working Mainers found 
themselves taken advan-
tage of by predatory lend-
ing practices, even as they 
were trying to responsibly 
pay down their debt,” said 
Sen. Vitelli. “We’ve made 
great progress to protect 
student loan borrowers 
over the last few years, and 
this new law will help even 
more people.”

More than 70,000 
Mainers hold private stu-
dent loan debt, with all 
Maine student debt hold-
ers owing an average of 
$32,788.

During the pandem-
ic, when many borrowers 

of federal debt have not 
had to make payments 
on the debt and have not 
accrued interest, many 
private lenders have not 
made similar accommo-
dations. As students look 
to finance their education, 
parents and grandparents 
often step in to cosign pri-
vate loans. Nationally, the 
amount of student loan 
debt held by borrowers 
over the age of 60 increas-
es by 50 percent every five 
years. As of 2018, more 
than 20,000 Mainers over 
the age of 60 owed student 
debt.

As amended, LD 
1645 would require pri-
vate lenders, except for 
state-chartered banks and 
credit unions, to register 
with the state, as the Stu-
dent Loan Bill of Rights 
requires of other lenders. 
The bill prohibits lenders 
from placing loans into 
default or acceleration in 
most circumstances, ex-
cept for payment default, 
and outlines other collec-
tion practices designed 
to protect borrowers and 
help them fairly pay down 
their debt. The bill also re-
quires lenders to publish 
any flexible or alternative 
repayment options they of-
fer, such as income-based 
repayment plans, and to 
offer these plans equally to 
all borrowers.

The bill also extends 

to cosigners of private stu-
dent loans the same protec-
tions afforded to the prima-
ry borrower. Lenders must 
provide cosigners with the 
conditions of debt release 
upfront and must require 
no more than 12 consecu-
tive on-time payments as 
a condition of release. The 
bill also requires lenders to 
discharge the debt, for both 
borrowers and cosigners, 
if the borrower dies or be-
comes totally and perma-
nently disabled. If it is the 
cosigner who dies or be-
comes totally and perma-
nently disabled, they must 
be released from the debt.

“For decades, finan-
cial companies have run 
roughshod over student 
loan borrowers simply be-
cause those people chose 
to pursue a better life for 
themselves and their fami-
lies,” said Seth Frotman of 
the Student Borrower Pro-
tection Center in his testi-
mony supporting the bill. 
“The legislation before 
you today creates protec-
tions for hundreds of thou-
sands of borrowers across 
this state — your neigh-
bors, your constituents — 
who took on debt to chase 
the American Dream, only 
to be left with very few 
rights and even fewer pro-
tections.”

LD 1645 will go into 
effect 90 days after the 
Legislature adjourns.

Bill would ensure the safety of 
personal care products

From Sen. Collins

AUGUSTA – Maine 
Senator Susan M. Collins 
(R-ME) aims to ensure the 
safety of cosmetic and per-
sonal care products with a 
bill she recently introduced 
in Congress.

The bipartisan Per-
sonal Care Products Safe-
ty Act I introduced with 
Senator Dianne Feinstein 
(D-CA) would bring the 
law governing the Food 
and Drug Administration’s 
oversight of these products 
into the 21st century.

By strengthening 
FDA oversight of the in-
gredients in personal care 
products for the first time 
in more than eight decades, 
this legislation would help 
protect the health of con-
sumers and provide regula-
tory certainty for manufac-
turers. It has been endorsed 
by nearly 20 organizations, 
including Burt’s Bees, 
which was founded here in 
Maine. 

In 2014, a 9-year-old 
girl in Colorado used a new 
shampoo her mother pur-
chased because it was ad-
vertised as being extra gen-

tle and made without harsh 
chemicals. She stopped 
using it after just three 
washes when her hair be-
gan falling out in clumps. 
Three weeks later, she was 
bald. Although her hair 
fortunately began grow-
ing back, she was teased 
at school for having bald 
spots for years afterwards. 

Americans use a vari-
ety of cosmetics and other 
personal care products dai-
ly, including lotions, sham-
poos, and make-up. Most 
Americans, however, do 
not know that the federal 
government currently lacks 
the authority to ensure the 
safety of these products. 
In fact, the consumer safe-
ty law pertaining to these 
products has not been 
updated in more than 80 
years.

The FDA and product 
safety experts have noted 
concerns about the use and 
concentration of certain in-
gredients in personal care 
products that have not been 
independently reviewed 
for health effects. Accord-
ing to the FDA, some hair 
smoothing and straighten-
ing products release form-

aldehyde gas, a known 
carcinogen. Formaldehyde 
exposure can cause short- 
and long-term health prob-
lems. 

Currently, when the 
FDA finds an unsafe in-
gredient in a personal care 
product, it usually cannot 
force a company to stop 
selling it.

The Personal Care 
Products Safety Act would 
empower the FDA to re-
view product ingredients 
and provide companies 
with clear guidance, includ-
ing whether ingredients 
should continue to be used 
and if consumer warnings 
are necessary. It would also 
require the FDA to issue 
recalls on products likely 
to cause significant harm if 
companies refuse to do so 
voluntarily – an authority 
the FDA now lacks.

In addition, it would 
require the FDA to issue 
regulations outlining good 
manufacturing practices 
for personal care products 
and to provide technical 
assistance and additional 
flexibility for smaller busi-
nesses to comply with the 
law.
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PROFESSIONAL 
COMPUTER SERVICES INC.

207.784.6295
buck@pro-pc.us

Buck Buchanan
A+, MCP Certified Technician

If you’re using a 
home based phone 
for your business 

it’s time to upgrade 
to a business phone. 

Find out how a business 
phone can save  

you money and help  
your business run smoother. 
Call today for a demonstration!

We do it all under one roof!

Serving Central and Southern Maine

Residential • Commercial • Remodeling

No job too small • Free estimates
Fast response • Fully licensed and insured

Roman Electric, Heating & Cooling

Michael Roman • (207) 558-8380
RomanElectricHC@gmail.com
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Red Cross needs donors during shortage
From Red Cross

PORTLAND - While 
donors across the country 
have rolled up a sleeve 
to give this summer, the 
need for blood and plate-
lets remains crucial for pa-
tients relying on lifesaving 
transfusions.

The American Red 
Cross continues to experi-
ence a severe blood short-
age and donors of all blood 
types – especially type O 
and those giving platelets 
– are urged to make an ap-
pointment to give now.  

Right now, the Red 
Cross needs to collect 

more than 1,000 additional 
blood donations each day 
to meet current demand 
as hospitals respond to 
an unusually high number 
of traumas and emergency 
room visits, organ trans-
plants and elective surger-
ies.

To thank donors 
who help refuel the blood 
and platelet supply this 
month, all who come to 
give July 7-31 will receive 
a $10 Amazon.com Gift 
Card via email and will 
also receive automatic 
entry for a chance to win 
gas for a year (a $5,000 
value). More informa-

tion and details are avail-
able at rcblood.org/fuel. 
Also, all those who come 
to donate throughout the 
entire month of July will 
be automatically entered 
for a chance to win a trip 
for four to Cedar Point or 
Knott’s Berry Farm. To 
learn more, visit rcblood.
org/CedarFair. 

Schedule an appoint-
ment to give blood or 
platelets by using the Red 
Cross Blood Donor App, 
visiting RedCrossBlood.
org, calling 1-800-RED 
CROSS (1-800-733-2767) 
or enabling the Blood Do-
nor Skill on any Alexa 

Echo device.
In most cas-

es, those who have re-
ceived a COVID-19 vac-
cine can donate. However, 
knowing the name of the 
manufacturer of the vac-
cine they received is im-
portant in determining do-
nation eligibility.

Locations:

Androscoggin
Lewiston

7/29/2021: 9 a.m. - 
1:30 p.m., Ramada Con-
ference Center, 490 Pleas-
ant St

Cumberland

Brunswick
7/31/2021: 9 a.m. - 2 

p.m., Midcoast-Parkview 
Health, 329 Maine Street

Portland
7/31/2021: 9 a.m. - 2 

p.m., Clarion Hotel, 1230 
Congress Street

South Portland
7/29/2021: 9 a.m. - 

1:30 p.m., Portland Sher-
aton at Sable Oaks, 200 
Sable Oaks Drive

Standish
7/30/2021: 10 a.m. 

- 3 p.m., Standish Town 
Hall, 175 Northeast Road

Yarmouth
7/30/2021: 12 p.m. - 

5 p.m., American Legion 

New President and 
CEO at Maine Public

Rick Schneider joins Maine 
Public as the network’s new 
President and CEO, starting 
Aug. 2. (Photo courtesy of 
Maine Public)

From Maine Public

LEWISTON – 
Maine Public has selected 
Rick Schneider, an experi-
enced public media leader 
with a strong background 
in journalism and local 
content creation at sta-
tions across the United 
States, as the network’s 
new President and CEO.

Schneider will be-
gin his new position with 
Maine Public on Aug. 2. 

Schneider started 
his career in commercial 
broadcast news as a re-
porter and anchor. After 
serving as Washington 
bureau correspondent for 
Post-Newsweek Stations, 
he became news director 
at WUFT-TV in Gaines-
ville, Florida.

He was named pres-
ident and CEO of KNPB 
in Reno, Nevada, in 1998, 
where he led a capital 
campaign for the transi-
tion to digital television 
and expanded service to 
Lake Tahoe. 

In 2004, he joined 
WPBT in Miami, Florida, 
which produced Nightly 
Business Report for na-
tional broadcast. The sta-
tion expanded local pro-
duction under his tenure.

In 2013, Schneider 
became Chief Operating 

Officer of WETA, the 
major PBS producer and 
classical music radio sta-
tion for Greater Washing-
ton.

Schneider joined the 
National Center for Fami-
ly Philanthropy in 2018 as 
senior vice president for 
advancement. 

“Rick’s extensive 
background in public 
broadcasting and journal-
ism position him well to 
lead Maine Public,” stat-
ed Clare Hannan, Maine 
Public’s Vice President 
and Chief Operating Of-
ficer. “As we continue 
to broaden our reach and 
relevance across the state, 
his vision and passion for 
our mission will certain-
ly strengthen our work. 
We’re enthusiastic to wel-
come Rick as Maine Pub-
lic’s next President and 
CEO.” 

Marion Freeman, the 
Chair of Maine Public’s 
Board of Trustees, said, 

“Rick has the experience 
and vision to lead the net-
work to an exciting new 
level of audience outreach 
with meaningful, relevant 
content as we embrace the 
technological changes in 
public media.” 

Schneider earned a 
bachelor’s degree from 
the University of Flori-
da and a master’s degree 
from Columbia Universi-
ty. He and his wife, Kar-
en Bryant, have two adult 
children and will be relo-
cating to Maine from Al-
exandria, Virginia. 

Formed in 1992, 
Maine Public is an inde-
pendently owned and op-
erated nonprofit organiza-
tion with office and studio 
locations in Bangor, Lew-
iston, and Portland, Maine 
Public airs content from 
PBS, NPR, and other in-
dependent producers.

For more informa-
tion, visit mainepublic.
org. 

Post 91, 196 Main St
To donate blood, in-

dividuals need to bring a 
blood donor card or driv-
er’s license or two other 
forms of identification that 
are required at check-in. 
Individuals who are 17 
years of age in most states 
(16 with parental consent 
where allowed by state 
law), weigh at least 110 
pounds and are in gener-
ally good health may be 
eligible to donate blood. 
High school students and 
other donors 18 years of 
age and younger also must 
meet certain height and 
weight requirements.

Letter to the Editor
Climate action good for business

As negotiations con-
tinue on the infrastructure 
package, climate action is 
frequently framed as being 
at odds with the economy, 
where taking any sort of ef-
fective action would come at 
a large cost.

This could not be more 
wrong.

First are the long-term 
implications, as unaddressed 
climate change spells disas-
ter for future jobs and way 
of life. These climate related 
disasters have come with a 
price tag of almost $2 tril-
lion since 1980, a number 

that continues to climb.
Even in the present 

however, many solutions 
present opportunities to 
grow jobs, innovate, and 
stimulate the economy. A 
carbon fee & dividend struc-
ture is a perfect example 
of this. Endorsed by over 
3500 economists, it would 
increase international com-
petitiveness, push forward 
innovation, and provide re-
bates to citizens.

However, we can even 
go a step further, looking 
at CO2 as a resource rather 
than refuse, through car-

bon capture and utilization. 
From enhancing agricultural 
soils, to neutralizing danger-
ous wastes, to even creating 
carbon-tech products, firms 
such as Microsoft and Strip 
have already invested mil-
lions into these technologies, 
seeing the value available, 
as well as consequences of 
inaction.

Addressing the climate 
crisis is good business now, 
and will be critical for the 
economy of the future.

Luke Bartol
Manchester, ME
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Open for curbside pick-up, take out, 
indoor dining, bowling and arcade!
Indoor AND outdoor dining!

Junction Bowl 
American pub-style food and drinks.

Curbside pickup 7 days a week.

Mon-Thur 3pm-10pm • Fri-Sun 11am-10pm

American pub-style food and drinks.

Are we going home?
Or to Grand Central?

GhostKitchensMaine.com served at
GrandCentralWineBar.com 222-2946

222-2121

 Art in Auburn a community-wide effort

Auburn artist and sculptor Andy Rosen will be one of the 
judges for the second annual Art in the Park event in Au-
burn on Aug. 21. (Photo courtesy of Auburn Rec)

From Auburn Rec

AUBURN – Satur-
day, Aug. 21, will surely 
be a busy day in downtown 

Auburn. And city officials 
wouldn’t have it any other 
way. 

Things will be busy 
because the City of Auburn 

will be hosting its second 
annual Art in the Park 
event on the very same day 
that Auburn serves as co-
host of the State of Maine 
Bicentennial Parade, pre-
sented by Poland Spring. 

“Art in the Park” will 
be held at the corner of 
Main and Academy Streets 
in downtown Auburn, ad-
jacent to Community Little 
Theater, and will include a 
juried art show with cash 
prizes, as well as a vendor 
area, where artists, food 
trucks and other vendors 
from near and far will con-
nect with people who are 
there to take part in the pa-
rade festivities. 

“After taking last 
year off, we are so excited 
to partner with L-A Arts 
once again,” said Haley 
Warden, member of the 
Auburn Parks and Recre-

ation Advisory Board and 
Chair of Art in the Park 
2021. “Artists from across 
Maine are warmly invited 
to participate in this excep-
tional art event.”

Details about the 
event can be found at 
www.artinauburn.com.

The juried art show 
will feature two well-
known Maine artists who 
will serve as judges: Au-
burn’s own Andy Rosen 
and Kate Cargile. Car-
gile is an Auburn resident 
and is a long-time middle 
school art teacher. She 
works in a variety of me-
dia, including painting, 
drawing, printmaking, ap-
pliqué quilting, and papi-
er-mâché sculpture. Rosen 
is an Auburn native whose 
artwork has appeared in 
national and internation-
al exhibitions, including 
the Portland Museum of 
Art (Portland, ME), Jim 
Kempner Fine Arts (New 
York, NY), Tacoma Muse-
um of Art (Tacoma, WA), 
Cuchifritos Gallery (New 
York, NY), Pulse Art Fair 
(Miami, FL), & Tetra Proj-
ects (traveling exhibition) 
Mytilene, Greece. 

Artists registered for 
the juried show can sub-
mit two pieces of original 
work (3D art is permitted). 
The cost to register for the 
Juried Art Show is $35 
(non-residents $45). For 
those wanting to sell their 
art or other products in the 
vendor area, there is a $20 

registration fee for a 10x10 
space (the vender area is 
open to anyone and is not 
required for participation 
in the juried art show). 

Art legacy grows
The City of Auburn is 

also delighted to announce 
that multiple public art 
pieces will be installed 
throughout the downtown 
district in the months 
ahead. “What began as one 
public art piece made pos-
sible by the Creative Com-
munities Grant from the 
Maine Arts Commission 
(via L/A Arts and L-A Met-
ro Chamber of Commerce) 
quickly evolved into three 
incredible pieces,” said 
Auburn Recreation Direc-
tor, Sabrina Best. “Auburn 
has a real appetite and ex-
citement for public art and 
that’s contagious and so 
much fun. We are building 
a legacy of public art and 
it is a community-wide ef-
fort.” 

Anniversary Park 
will be home to two of the 
new public art pieces. “The 
Fish,” a nine-foot stone 
sculpture by Maine artist 
Thomas Berger, is sched-
uled to be unveiled at the 
July 30 Artwalk. Follow-
ing that, a piece by Au-
burn’s own Charlie Hewitt 
- an LED illuminated rose 
with the words, “French 
Beauty” - will be installed 
sometime this fall. The 
third piece of public art 
is Hugh Lassen’s “Bud 
Form,” a life-sized abstract 

sculpture that will stand 
roughly six feet tall (with 
the ability to rotate). The 
sculpture will be placed 
in Longley Park, near the 
start of the bridge in one 
of Auburn’s busiest gate-
ways. 

Storywalk expan-
sion

Auburn’s art-related 
projects for 2021 will cul-
minate with the installation 
of eight additional Story-
walk displays, from Long-
ley Park to West Pitch Park. 
With the new displays, the 
Storywalk, which follows 
Auburn’s Riverwalk along 
the beautiful Androscoggin 
River, will feature a total 
of 16 display cases, from 
Bonney Park up to the falls 
at West Pitch Park. 

July’s Storywalk 
theme will be a celebration 
of National Parks and Rec-
reation Month. Each of the 
eight original displays will 
showcase a local park or 
facility, encouraging view-
ers to visit and enjoy local 
parks and trails. The eight 
newly installed displays 
will showcase a variety of 
poems written by local au-
thors. 

For more informa-
tion on Auburn’s Art in 
the Park, the city’s public 
at projects, or Storywalk, 
please reach out to the Au-
burn Recreation Depart-
ment at 333-6611 or Art in 
the Park Coordinator Ha-
ley Warden at hwarden@
auburnmaine.gov.
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Hours: Monday - Friday 8am to 5 pm

Saturday 8am to 4pm • Closed Sundays

271 Maine Street • Route 26, Poland • 998-5390

FISHING GEAR & KAYAKS

Rods & Reels
Hooks, Line, Bobbers & Sinkers

Lures & Soft Baits

Worms &

Crawlers

Full Tackle Shop

             Is the worry about what comes after this life weighing you down? Whatever your faith, 
or if it is absent, you’re a child of God – and ultimately 

Heaven is your home.
A new work by Lewiston playwright and Children’s book author, Paul Baribault

“At its center, this book is about the soul’s climb toward Enlightenment,  
 and how the Earth is a Schoolroom, not a courtroom, in our journey.”

Available on Amazon and @ www.Ourbrillianteternity.com

“The prose is inspired – and inspiring – glowing with inner radiance and kindness.” 
“I felt such a sense of hope when I finished this book.”   From Amazon reviews.

Funtimes Kids Entertainment

(207)-740-3372

Call Today to reserve a Bouncer 
for your next Party!

HAPPY HOUR 2 to 5pm daily

BUD-BUD LIGHT

BOTTLES $2.00

1567 Lisbon Street Lewiston, ME 207-777-6353 -- 207-777-6354
INDOOR SEATING - TAKE OUT  Open Daily 11am - 9pm

SPIKED LEMONADES $4.00

1/4LB. CHEESEBURGER $4.00

with french fries 

Complete the meal benefit at school this year
From Maine DOE

AUGUSTA - Maine 
needs all parents and care-
givers to take action this 
school year––by taking the 
time to complete the confi-
dential Meal Benefit Appli-
cation through your local 
school, even if school meals 
are already free for all stu-
dents.

Families, schools, 
communities, and our state 
can greatly benefit from the 
data that is gathered from 
the application, and this ap-
plication is important for a 
number of reasons.

Since the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in 
March 2020, when school 
meals became comple-
mentary, there has been a 
significant drop in Meal 
Benefit Application re-
turns––meaning fewer fam-
ilies are filling out the appli-
cation.

The family income 
data provided by the appli-
cation informs key funding 
for school resources. This 
includes school meal reim-
bursements, funding for Ti-
tle I programs, funding and 
resources for after school 
programs, funding pro-

vided to schools from the 
Maine State Legislature for 
essential programs and ser-
vices at school, funding for 
special education, teacher 
loan forgiveness, and much, 
much more!

Federal and state gov-
ernment use the aggregate 
data from the application to 
distribute education fund-
ing to schools across the 
county and state of Maine. 
In other words, if there is no 
data to inform the needs of 
the community, it could re-
sult in less education fund-
ing for your local district 
and for Maine. 

By completing the 
Meal Benefit Application, 
you are directly investing in 
your child’s education and 
the children and families in 
your community.

Specific programs that 
are funded by the data col-
lected from Meal Benefit 
Application include:

Title 1 schools
Elementary & Sec-

ondary Education Act 
(ESEA)

Individuals with Dis-
abilities Act (IDEA)

Essential Programs 
and Services (EPS) funding 
allocated directly to Maine 

Schools through the Maine 
Department of Education 
(State funding)

Before/After School 
Programs

Summer School Pro-
grams

Special academic pro-
gramming, and grant op-
portunities initiated by the 
Maine Department of Edu-
cation (DOE)

Teacher student loan 
forgiveness

The application is 
available through your lo-
cal school administrative 
unit (SAU) school nutrition 
program and it is complete-

ly confidential. Most SAUs 
have the application avail-
able to be completed online. 

A printed version of 
the application is also re-
quired to be available––it 
will often be part of be-
ginning of year paperwork 
that comes home with your 
child.

This past school year 
has certainly had its chal-
lenges due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. Despite these 
challenges, all Maine chil-
dren have had the opportu-
nity to access free healthy 
school meals on a daily 
basis.

EPR for Packaging Will Save Taxpayer Money
From NRCM

AUGUSTA - Maine 
has now joined more than 
40 jurisdictions around the 
world to require companies 
that create packaging waste 
help pay for the costs of re-
cycling.

It becomes the first 
state in the nation to pass 
an Extended Producer 
Responsibility (EPR) for 
Packaging law (LD 1541) 
in response to a steady in-
crease in packaging mate-
rials, including those from 
online retail, that is driving 
up costs for local cities and 
towns.

According to the Nat-
ural Resources Council of 
Maine, EPR for Packaging 
has long been proven to be 
a successful policy in Can-
ada, Europe, and elsewhere 
around the world for reduc-
ing costs for municipalities, 
increasing recycling rates, 
and spurring innovation 
toward more eco-friendly 
packaging.

Ten states were con-
sidering enacting such 
laws this year, with Oregon 
likely to be next, with the 
governor expected to soon 
sign a bill that has already 
been passed by the state’s 
legislature.

“I’m proud that once 
again, Maine is a nation-

al leader when it comes to 
common-sense environ-
mental protections. This 
new law assures every 
Maine community that help 
with recycling and lower-
ing the property tax burden 
is on the way,” said State 
Representative Nicole Gro-
hoski (D-Ellsworth), who 
introduced LD 1541. “It’s 
time for packaging pro-
ducers to take responsibil-
ity for their waste stream 
in the Pine Tree State, as 
they do in more than 40 
other countries and regions 
worldwide.”

“Maine will be a 
model for other states as the 
United States joins much 
of the rest of the developed 
world in creating a product 
stewardship regime that 
will increase recycling, im-
prove waste management, 
save property taxpayers 
money, and put the cost of 
packaging disposal onto 
the producers and brand 
owners where it belongs,” 
said lead bill co-sponsor 
State Senator Rick Bennett 
(R-Oxford).

Maine’s Department 
of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP) estimated in 
a 2019 report that it costs 
Maine municipalities be-
tween $16 million and 
$17.5 million each year to 
manage packaging waste 

through recycling or dis-
posal. Towns have no say 
in how much packaging 
waste companies generate 
and then ship to consumers. 

“This bill is the first 
step toward reviving local 
recycling programs and 
getting municipal waste 
management back on 
track,” said Neal Goldberg, 
Legislative Analyst at the 
Maine Municipal Associa-
tion, which has supported 
the bill since its inception. 

“For too long property tax-
payers have been shoulder-
ing the hefty cost of man-
aging packaging material 
for the world’s biggest pro-
ducers of waste. LD 1541 
not only shares that cost 
with producers but also 
encourages Maine’s goals 
of reducing overall waste 
generation and increasing 
recycling rates at afford-
able prices.”

The new EPR for 
Packaging law was devel-

oped after three years of 
work and input involving 
the Maine DEP, Maine 
Municipal Association, in-
ternational experts in EPR 
policies, and a wide variety 
of in-state stakeholders, in-
cluding local businesses.

Once the program is 
underway it will require 
corporations responsible 
for much of the packaging 
waste in Maine to reim-
burse cities and towns for 
the costs of recycling pack-

aging materials associated 
with the products they sell 
to consumers in the state. 
The policy also provides 
an incentive for companies 
to design and manufacture 
packaging that is easier to 
recycle and reuse.

Founded in 1959, the 
Natural Resources Council 
of Maine is the state’s lead-
ing nonprofit membership 
organization protecting 
Maine’s land, air, waters, 
and wildlife.
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Organic Vegan Hair Color

with Peg Montoya

Hair Among Friends • 232 Center St. • Auburn • 753-9368

$70 Color
Cut & 
StyleFULL Gray 

Coverage!
$75

Goodwill
Continued from page 1

Workers in the warehouse area at the Goodwill NNE facility 
in Gorham fill big blue bins with items for sale in the Buy 
The Pound outlet that is part of the warehouse. Other work-
ers sort items into boxes for sale in the retail stores, or for 
eventual recycling. (Tsukroff photo)

Michelle Atwell of Portland looks for decorations for her up-
coming wedding in the Buy The Pound outlet at the Good-
will NNE warehouse building in Gorham. Items that don’t 
sell in the retail stores are eventually brought to the Buy the 
Pound outlets in Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont, to 
be sold by weight. (Tsukroff photo)

In Take2 young peo-
ple learn construction skills 
in the National Center for 
Construction Education 
and Research program 
while working toward their 
high school equivalencies 
and learning valuable life 
and work-readiness skills. 
“They’re  rebuilding Lew-
iston’s dilapidated housing 
stock.” Steeves said.

To help people with 
multiple sclerosis (MS) in 
Maine and New Hamp-
shire live active, indepen-
dent lives, Goodwill is a 
contracted partner with 
the National Multiple Scle-
rosis Society.

Goodwill manages 
AmeriCorps programs that 
strengthen communities in 
Maine, New Hampshire, 
and Vermont by placing 
volunteers in local non-
profits, municipalities, 
and schools. These Amer-
iCorps members support 
the long-term health of 
communities through their 
selfless commitment, ac-
cording to Goodwill.

GoodTech

Goodwill NNE cre-
ated GoodTech, a program 
where its trained staff re-
furbishes donated electron-
ics. Donated computers, 
phones, game systems and 
peripherals all must pass 
strict testing guidelines be-
fore being sold in the retail 
stores or online. Not only 
does GoodTech keep elec-
tronics out of the waste 
stream, it creates jobs for 
people in the local commu-
nity by training them in the 
skills needed to test, repair 
and recycle all electronics.

GoodTech is a Mic-
rosoft Registered Refur-
bisher and follows strin-
gent guidelines for wiping 
previous owners’ data, 
repairing and testing PCs. 
All hard drives are wiped 
to U.S. Department of De-
fense Standards.

Items are checked to 
determine if they should be 
resold in stores or online. 
Items that are not accept-
able for immediate sale 
are either refurbished or 
passed along to comput-
er companies for them to 
refurbish. Items that are 
beyond refurbishing are 

transferred to companies 
that recycle the electronic 
parts.

Store Donations
Store staff accept 

lightly-used clothing, 
household items and elec-
tronics. Donations are 
made at the stores. The 
donation bins that used 
to be found at businesses 
and strip malls throughout 
the area, were removed as 
Goodwill found that peo-
ple were leaving items 
that could not be sold in its 
stores.

Items are cleaned, 
then sorted and placed in 
the various stores. Items 
that don’t sell are marked 
down in price, then even-
tually pulled back to the 

warehouse and placed 
for sale in the “Buy The 
Pound” outlets in Gorham 
and in Williston, VT, and 
Hudson, NH.

These outlets are dis-
tinct from the retail stores 
as there are no clothing 
racks organized by size, or 
pre-sorted shelves stacked 
with housewares. Instead, 
shoppers find large, waist-
high blue bins on wheels 
lined up in rows and piled 
with donated goods of all 
kinds.

In one bin might be 
anything from a Maine-
shaped wall clock to hol-
iday decorations, infinity 
scarves, and an inflatable 
unicorn pool toy that ap-
pears to have never been 

used. There are also sep-
arate bins for clothing, 
shoes, glassware, and 
books.

Payment is by the 
pound, with the shopping 
cart being weighed at the 
checkout area.

Clothing items that 
are unsuitable for sale are 
repurposed into Goodwill 
Wiping Cloths, eco-friend-

ly cleaning cloths for at 
home and in the work-
place. These washable, 
reusable wipes are absor-
bent, more durable than 
paper towels, and available 
in different fabric types- 
sweatshirt, color t-shirts, 
white t-shirts, flannel and 
terry cloth.

Learn more at good-
willnne.org.
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GRADUATING & NEED A CAREER? 
Metz Culinary Management is hiring  

Cooks & Hospitality Workers 
In its Lewiston operation 

Paid Training 
Great Local & National Career Advancement 

Blue Cross Health Insurance 
Dental & Vision Insurance 

401K Retirement 
Paid Vacation 

Tuition Assistance 
Paid Holidays 

Free Meals 
Clean Criminal & Health Records required 

Call (207) 777-8600 to apply 
 

Unexpected car repair?
  Loss of income?

Dental or medical bill?

Use a portion of your tax return to prepare for 
your next unplanned expense.

$50?   $100?   $500?
Set aside an emergency fund for yourself or your 
family; any amount helps!

Visit cashmaine.org 
for more personal 
money management tips.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Rural Development

NextGrid Mangrove, LLC: Notice of Availability of an Environmental Assessment

AGENCY: Rural Business-Cooperative Service (RBS), USDA

ACTION: Notice of Availability of an Environmental Assessment.
SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that the RBS, as required by the National Environmental Policy Act, is issuing an 
environmental assessment (EA) in connection with possible impacts related to a project proposed by NextGrid Mangrove, LLC. 
The proposal is for construction of a 5.55-megawatt (MW), groundmounted solar photovoltaic facility (solar farm). NextGrid 
Mangrove, LLC has submitted an application to the RBS for funding of the proposal.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Brian Wilson, P.E., Business & Cooperative Programs Director, USDA Rural 
Development, 967 Illinois Avenue, Suite 4, Bangor, Maine 04401-2767, 207-990-9125, brian.wilson@usda.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NextGrid Mangrove, LLC proposes to construct a 5.55-MW solar farm on an 
approximately 213-acre site which contains agricultural land and forestland. Approximately 20 acres of the project site would be 
disturbed as a result of the construction activities associated with this project. The Proposed Project Area would be located west 
of Main Street near the intersection of Main Street and Merrill Road in the city of Lewiston, Androscoggin County, Maine. The 
Proposed Project would interconnect to the Central Maine Power (CMP) pre-existing electrical distribution system. The power 
generated from the facility would be sold to CMP through a long-term Power Purchase Agreement (PPA). The Proposed Project 
would be accessed from Merrill Road. An interior road would be constructed inside the perimeter and is anticipated to be flat 
and would match existing grades to minimize earth work. The Proposed Project Area would be secured by a security fence with 
standard gates for emergency and maintenance vehicle access.

True North Consultants, Inc., an environmental consultant, prepared an environmental assessment for RBS that describes the 
project, assesses the proposed project’s environmental impacts, and summarizes as applicable any mitigation measures used to 
minimize environmental effects.

NextGrid Mangrove, LLC intends to seek financial assistance from USDA, RBS for the construction and operation of a solar 
farm. The Proposed Project consists of a fixed-tilt solar array installed on ground screws as supports connected to racks of solar 
panels. The Proposed Project Area is currently undeveloped forestland previously used as pastureland.

If implemented, the Proposed Project will convert approximately 2,717 ft2 of wetland fill from the construction of an access 
road (permanent loss) and from clearing and grubbing of forested wetland (these wetlands will not be permanently lost and will 
be maintained as emergent wetland vegetation). Additionally, there will be approximately 754 ft2 of wetland vegetation removal 
(i.e., conversion of scrub-shrub wetland vegetation to emergent wetland vegetation with no grubbing required). All wetland 
impact areas, whether conversion or grubbed/fill areas, will be maintained as low growing wet meadow and/or emergent cover 
types by means of hand trimming or periodic mowing (no more than two times per year) during operations and maintenance 
in order to keep vegetation from shading the solar array. These wetlands will continue to provide groundwater recharge/
discharge, sediment and nutrient removal, wildlife habitat and other valuable functions for the duration of the Proposed Project. 
Fill associated with the access road, however, will result in permanent loss of wetland function and value. In accordance with 
Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands, and USDA Departmental Regulation 9500-3, Land Use Policy, the purpose 
of this notice is to inform the public of this proposed conversion or effect and request comments concerning the proposal, 
alternative sites or actions that would avoid these impacts, and methods that could be used to minimize these impacts.

The environmental documentation regarding this proposal is available for review at 967 Illinois Avenue, Suite 4, Bangor, Maine 
04401-2767. For questions regarding this proposal, contact Brian Wilson, P.E., Business & Cooperative Programs Director, 
USDA Rural Development, 967 Illinois Avenue, Suite 4, Bangor, Maine 04401-2767, 207-990-9125, brian.wilson@usda.gov.

Any person interested in commenting on this proposal should submit comments to the address above by August 12, 2021.

RBS has conducted an independent evaluation of the environmental assessment and believes that it accurately assesses the 
impacts of the proposed project. No significant impacts are 
expected as a result of the construction of the project.

Questions and comments should be sent to RBS at the 
address provided. RBS will accept questions and 
comments on the environmental assessment for 14 days 
from the date of publication of this notice.

Any final action by RBS related to the proposed project 
will be subject to, and contingent upon, compliance with 
all relevant Federal environmental laws and regulations 
and completion of environmental review procedures as 
prescribed by 7 CFR Part 1970, Environmental Policies 
and Procedures.

A general location map of the proposal is shown.

Dated: July 29, 2021

however, will result in permanent loss of wetland function and value. In accordance 
with Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands, and USDA Departmental 
Regulation 9500-3, Land Use Policy, the purpose of this notice is to inform the 
public of this proposed conversion or effect and request comments concerning the 
proposal, alternative sites or actions that would avoid these impacts, and methods 
that could be used to minimize these impacts.  
 
The environmental documentation regarding this proposal is available for review 
at 967 Illinois Avenue, Suite 4, Bangor, Maine 04401-2767. For questions regarding 
this proposal, contact Brian Wilson, P.E., Business & Cooperative Programs 
Director, USDA Rural Development, 967 Illinois Avenue, Suite 4, Bangor, Maine 
04401-2767, 207-990-9125, brian.wilson@usda.gov. 
 
Any person interested in commenting on this proposal should submit comments to 
the address above by [insert a date that is 14 days from the date the notice is 
first published]. 
 
RBS has conducted an independent evaluation of the environmental assessment and 
believes that it accurately assesses the impacts of the proposed project. No 
significant impacts are expected as a result of the construction of the project.  
 
Questions and comments should be sent to RBS at the address provided. RBS will 
accept questions and comments on the environmental assessment for 14 days from 
the date of publication of this notice. 
Any final action by RBS related to the proposed project will be subject to, and 
contingent upon, compliance with all relevant Federal environmental laws and 
regulations and completion of environmental review procedures as prescribed by 7 
CFR Part 1970, Environmental Policies and Procedures.  
 
A general location map of the proposal is shown below.  
 

 
Dated: [Insert Date] 

lobby will be set in posi-
tion soon.

With a new, secure 
main entrance, and the 
renovations to the 48-year-
old building finished for 
the beginning of school, 
and the new wing fully 
ready for use by Novem-
ber, Phases I and II of this 
three-part project will be 
completed. 

The work is the re-
sult of forethought by the 
Renovation and Expansion 
Committee; planning by 
the architects; and the abil-
ities and attention to detail 
by the tradespeople, led by 
Ledgewood Construction.

The high school is 
part of the Lewiston Public 
Schools district.

Expansion
Continued from page 1

Construction continues on the new Arts wing at Lewiston 
High School, with expected occupancy in November. Ren-
ovations on the existing building will be completed before 
school begins in September. (Photo courtesy of Lewiston 
Schools)

La Rencontre returns to the 
Franco Center

From Franco Center

LEWISTON – The 
La Rencontre luncheons 
return to the Dolard and 
Priscilla Gendron Franco 
Center on Thursday, Aug. 
12.

La Rencontre (French 
for “the gathering”) as a 
way for our extended Fran-
co-American family in the 
area to reconnect with each 
other and with our neigh-
bors.

Meals and stories 
are shared, friends are re-
united, and memories are 

made. La Rencontre is not 
restricted to French-speak-
ers, or even those of Fran-
co descent.

Entertainment will 
be provided by the well-
known, and accomplished 
Nel Meservier and Mike 
Willette

The Meal will be lasa-
gna, salad, roll, and desert. 
Coffee and tea are included 
with the meal. Full bar ser-
vice will be available.

The fee for the meal 
and entertainment is $15. 
Parking is included in the 
price of the ticket. All pro-
ceeds to benefit the Franco 
Center.

The Franco Center is 
located at 46 Cedar Street 
in Lewiston.

Tickets can be pur-
chased by contacting the 
Box Office at (207) 689-
2000 or at www.francocen-
ter.org. 

Best
Source
for Arts, 
Music

and
Theater!

Your
Hometown

Paper.
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Michael Roman (207) 558-8378
WeDoItAllHomes@gmail.com

Maine’s Modular 
Home Specialist

We Do It All Co.

We can design and build any home that you desire.
We’ll be right with you every step of the way!

Over 30 years experience
Call us to set up a free consultation.

KAYAKS IN STOCK NOW!

Hours: Monday - Friday 8am to 5 pm • Saturday 8am to 4pm • Closed Sundays

271 Maine Street
Route 26, Poland998-5390

FISHING KAYAKS
RECREATIONAL KAYAKS

YOUTH KAYAKS

Paddleboards 

Coming Soon!

Seniors Not Acting Their Age

Revisiting the Puffins

By Ron Chase

One of my favorite 
kayak adventures is visit-
ing the puffins on Eastern 
Egg Rock in outer Mus-
congus Bay.

Each year, the color-
ful enigmatic seabirds ar-
rive at the tiny barren atoll 
to breed and nest for a few 
weeks in June and July. 

Traveling to Eastern 
Egg is an ambitious under-
taking. The roundtrip from 
Round Pond is about six-
teen miles with substantial 
exposure to the vicissitudes 
of the open sea with few 
opportunities to land. 

For a decade, I’ve 

organized almost annu-
al Penobscot Paddle & 
Chowder Society treks to 
distant Eastern Egg. After 
receiving confirmation the 
puffins had arrived in mid-
June, I began studying the 
weather and tides for safe 
conditions to attempt the 
journey. With light winds 
forecast and advantageous 
tides scheduled, June 16th 
appeared to be an ideal day 
so I announced the trip. 

Unknown to me, 
Tropical Storm Bill was 
forming off the Caroli-
nas. Two days before our 
planned departure, the 
forecast changed dramat-
ically. Strong winds and 

high seas were predicted. 
I postponed the trip to the 
17th but the adverse condi-
tions continued unabated. 
Three more postponements 
followed. Given conflict-
ing obligations and a com-
mitment to leave Maine to 
visit family beginning June 
27th, it didn’t look like 
Eastern Egg was going to 
happen this year.

One possible date 
remained, June 24th. The 
tides weren’t right but the 
winds moderated and seas 
had calmed to a tolerable 
2 to 4 feet. An afternoon 
onshore sea breeze was 
expected. After polling in-
terested participants, a de-

cision was made. The trip 
was on!

Seven solo kayakers 
met at Round Pond Boat 
Landing early on a sunny 
morning. The scene was 
chaotic. Most of the park-
ing spaces were taken and 
a large sailboat about to 
be launched was being re-
paired in the middle of the 
parking lot. Maneuvering 
around the many obstacles, 
Team Puffin carried boats 
to the water and began 
their quest departing south 
in Muscongus Sound. 

Light winds contin-
ued as we passed between 
Ross and Haddock Islands 
and entered Muscongus 
Bay. Western Egg Rock 
could be observed in the 
distance southeast. Western 
Egg is a strategic location 
on the trip since it is the 
only potential landing spot 
between Haddock Island 
and Eastern Egg. Landing 
on Eastern Egg is prohib-
ited. 

About midway be-
tween Haddock and West-
ern, the swells began to in-
crease in size. I didn’t bring 
a yardstick but my guess is 
we had 4 to 5 foot seas in-
stead of the predicted 2 to 
4; but the waves weren’t 
breaking and the winds 
continued to be negligible. 
Another concern, a pre-
sumed shark approached 
close to one paddler before 
moving away. After some 
discussion, we concluded 
it was actually a sunfish. 
While safety concerns 
had been alleviated, a real 
shark would have made for 
a much more compelling 
story.

Another setback was 
encountered as we con-
verged on Western Egg. 
Surf was crashing against 
the rocky shore. A safe 
landing was not possible. 
That meant remaining in 

our boats for at least four 
hours if we proceeded to 
Eastern Egg. A predomi-
nantly senior group, our in-
ability to land was a signifi-
cant concern. After a group 
conference, the consensus 
was to push on the Eastern 
Egg. The revised plan was 
to enjoy a brief stopover 
with the puffins while hop-
ing a change in tide would 
allow us to land on Western 
Egg during our return. 

More large swells 
were experienced depart-
ing Western Egg but they 
diminished in the open 
water approaching East-
ern Egg. Our anticipation 
increased as we neared 
the rugged island. Another 
setback was endured. In 
the past, the vast majority 
of the puffins had been lo-
cated on the western side 
of the island. Not this time; 
only a handful were spot-
ted. 

Since a tour boat was 
circumnavigating the is-
land, we reluctantly decid-
ed to extend our trip and do 
the same. Our efforts were 
rewarded as scores of the 
delightful seabirds were 
feeding and swimming in 
large swells on the south 
side. Numerous additional 

sightings were made as we 
persisted around the rock.

Immediately follow-
ing our successful puf-
fin encounter, we hurried 
northwest to Western Egg. 
Alas, landing was still un-
safe. Attempts to disem-
bark on Haddock or Ross 
Islands also failed. After 
about five hours in our 
boats, we finally found re-
lief at Noyes Preserve on 
the southern end of Loud’s 
Island.

A strong tailwind 
propelled us north in Mus-
congus Sound. Whitecaps 
were building as we en-
tered Round Pond Harbor. 
Despite a multitude of 
obstacles, ours had been 
another successful puffin 
endeavor.

The author of the 
“The Great Mars Hill Bank 
Robbery” and “Mountains 
for Mortals – New En-
gland,” Ron Chase lives in 
Topsham. His latest book, 
“The Fifty Finest Outdoor 
Adventures in Maine” is 
scheduled to be released by 
North Country Press later 
this year. Visit his website 
at www.ronchaseoutdoors.
com or he can be reached 
at ronchaseoutdoors@
comcast.net.

Kayakers finally land on Loud’s Island after five hours in their boats. (Ron Chase photo)

A kayaker enjoys a close encounter with two puffins next to 
Eastern Egg Rock. (Ron Chase photo)

A group of puffins pose for pictures on Eastern Egg Rock. 
(Ron Chase Photo)
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Follow us on Facebook!
Don’t miss our weekly giveaways!

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Rural Development

NextGrid Cliffrose, LLC: Notice of Finding of No Significant Impact
AGENCY: Rural-Business Service (RBS), USDA

ACTION: Notice of Finding of No Significant Impact.
SUMMARY: The RBS has made a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) with respect to a request for possible financing 
assistance to NextGrid Cliffrose,LLC for the construction of the Lisbon Road Solar Project in Androscoggin County, Maine.

FURTHER INFORMATION: To obtain copies of the EA and FONSI, or for further information, contact: Brian Wilson, P.E., 
Business & Cooperative Programs Director, USDA Rural Development, 967 Illinois Avenue, Suite 4, Bangor, Maine

04401-2767, 207-990-9125, brian.wilson@usda.gov. The EA and FONSI are also available for public review at 967 Illinois 
Avenue, Suite 4, Bangor, Maine 04401-2767, 207-990-9125.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The proposed project consists of construction of a 2.49-mw solar farm on an 
approximately 13-acre site which contains cleared and forested areas. Approximately 10 acres of the project site would be 
disturbed as a result of the construction activities associated with this project. The Proposed Project Area would be located 
on the north side of Lisbon Road, near the intersection of Lisbon Road and South Lisbon Road in the city of Lewiston, 
Androscoggin County, Maine. The Proposed Project would interconnect to the Central Maine Power (CMP) pre-existing 
electrical distribution system. The power

generated from the facility would be sold to CMP through a long-term Power Purchase Agreement (PPA). The Proposed Project 
would be accessed from Lisbon Road. An interior road would be constructed inside the perimeter and is anticipated to be flat 
and would match existing grades to minimize earth work. The Proposed Project Area would be secured by a security fence with 
standard gates for emergency and maintenance vehicle access. Alternatives considered by RBS and NextGrid Cliffrose, LLC 
include: No action; under the Action Alternative, RBS would consider financing the proposed Project. The alternatives

are discussed in the Lisbon Road Solar EA. The RBS has reviewed and approved the EA for the proposed project.

The availability of the EA for public review was announced via notice in the following newspaper(s): The Twin City Times, 
Androscoggin County, Maine on July 1, 2021, and July 8, 2021. A 14-day comment period was announced in the newspaper 
notice(s). The EA was also available for public review at the USDA Rural Development office as well as NextGrid Cliffrose, 
LLC offices. No comments were received.

Based on its EA, commitments made by NextGrid Cliffrose, LLC, and public comments received, RBS has concluded that the 
project would have no significant impact (or no impacts) to water quality, floodplains, land use, aesthetics, transportation, or 
human health and safety.

RBS has assessed the environmental impacts of this proposal and determined that the location of the Lisbon Road Solar Project 
will convert approximately 1,682 ft2 of permanent wetland fill through grubbing for the construction of security fencing and 
the access road. Additionally, there will be approximately 2,261 ft2 of scrub shrub wetland conversion to wet meadow wetlands 
through vegetation clearing for panel shade reduction. Erosion and sedimentation controls will be installed prior to construction 
and maintained through project completion. It has been determined that there is no practicable alternative to avoiding this 
conversion of effect and that there is a significant need for the project. The basis of this determination is the lack of suitable 
alternative project areas, the mitigation efforted determined by the landowner as well as NextGrid Cliffrose, LLC, and the 
regional need for an affordable, reliable, and consistent supply of renewable electric power at competitive rates. No public 
comments were received regarding the conversion of wetlands.

The proposed project will have no adverse effect on resources listed or eligible for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places. The Agency has also concluded that the proposed project is not likely to affect federally listed threatened and 
endangered species or designated critical habitat thereof. The proposed project would not disproportionately affect minority and/
or low-income populations.

No other potential significant impacts resulting from the proposed project have been identified. Therefore, RBS has determined 
that this FONSI fulfills its obligations under the National Environmental Policy Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), the 
Council on Environmental Quality Regulations (40 CFR §§ 1500- 1508), and USDA Rural Development’s Environmental 
Policies and Procedures (7 CFR Part 1970) for its action related to the project.

RBS is satisfied that the environmental impacts of the proposed project have been adequately addressed. RBS’s federal action 
would not result in significant impacts to the quality of the human environment, and as such it will not prepare an Environmental 
Impact Statement for its action related to the proposed project.

Dated: July 29, 2021

Wish My Teacher Knew 
…”

5:30 - 6 pm: Anni-
versary Park, off Pulsifer 
St., New Auburn. Party to 
welcome Thomas Berger’s

“Big Bass” sculp-
ture to the park. Bring the 
family!

5:30 - 6 pm: Du-
fresne Plaza, Lewiston. 
Juggling demonstration by 
LA Arts’ Bates intern Ben

Hoffinger
6-6:30 Auburn poet 

Lynn Schmidt reads from 
her “Dead Dog Poems” 
collection at the Wicked 
Wings murals, behind 
Mother India Restaurant, 
114 Lisbon St, Lewiston. 
In case of rain, the poetry 
reading will take place 
at Quiet City Books, 97 
Lisbon St., Lewiston.

Music in the Park
The LA Arts Music in 

the Park Concert will run 
from 7-10 p.m., with live 
music at Kennedy Park 
performed by local artists 
Black Cat Road, Michael 
Krapovicky, and Random 
Ideas.

Online Gallery
LA Arts and the Art 

Walk LA Committee pres-
ent the 2021 Art Walk Art-
ists online gallery at http://
bitly.ws/fKyQ

Art Walk
Continued from page 1

Artists and artisans 
included on this page each 
have works for sale; please 
support them with your 
purchases!

Visual artists and ar-
tisans can register free and 
we’ll share your work on 
this web page throughout 
the season. 100% of art 
sale proceeds go to artists 
and makers.

Partners
Art Walk LA and all 

LA Arts programs would 
not be possible without the 
generous support of com-
munity partners including 
Community Arts Champi-
on sponsors Acadia Insur-
ance, Austin Associates, 
P.A., Bates College, Bax-
ter Brewing Co., Berman 
& Simmons, the City of 
Auburn, the City of Lew-
iston, Liberty Mutual, the 
Sun Journal as well as the 
Davis Family Foundation, 
Maine Arts Commission, 
Maine Community Foun-
dation, the New England 
Foundation for the Arts, 
the Onion Foundation, and 
the Ladd Foundation.

Since 1973, LA Arts, 
the arts agency for the cit-
ies of Lewiston and Au-
burn Maine, has pursued a 
mission to engage and in-
spire a vibrant community 
through arts and culture. 
The agency works with 

governments, business-
es, schools and local arts 
and cultural organizations 
to create opportunities 
for community members 
across the generations to 
experience, learn, and par-
ticipate in the arts.

LA Arts organizes 
arts programs and initia-

tives, supports the work 
of local artists and arts 
organizations, and high-
lights the essential role 
the arts play in shaping 
an economically vital, so-
cially integrated, and for-
ward-looking future for its 
community. Learn more at 
www.laarts.org.

Auburn Poet Lynn Schmidt will read from her “Dead Dog 
Poems” collection at the Wicked Wings murals, behind 
Mother India Restaurant starting at 6 p.m. on Friday as 
part of Art Walk L/A. (Photo courtesy of LA Arts)

“Big Bass”, a sculpture by Thomas Berger, will be delivered 
to Anniversary Park, off Pulsifer St., New Auburn, at 5:30 
p.m. on Friday during Art Walk L/A. (LA Arts photo)

A performance and portrait installation at LA Arts. (LA 
Arts photo)

Send all items for What’s Going On to the Editor.
Deadline is Friday by five.
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Out and About

Johnny and the Rock-its! at Schooner Estates

Johnny and the Rock-its! warm up before the audience arrives. Marcel Gagne on bass guitar 
and vocals, Carl Perry on drums, and John Rice on guitar and vocals. (Rachel Morin photo)

By Rachel Morin

AUBURN - Johnny 
and the Rock-its! played to 
a huge crowd in the Village 
Green at Schooner Estates 
Senior Living Community 
in Auburn in mid-July.

Many in the audience 
knew the Band from pre-
vious performances, and 
many knew the leader, not 
as Johnny, the fast-playing 
guitarist and singer, but as 
Schooner’s own Director 
of Operations.

 John was garbed in 
a black outfit with red ac-
cents and wore a black hat 
to complete his Rock-its! 
persona. 

Well, I was taken 
aback!

John was good, and, 
truth be told, he was RE-
ALLY good! John (or is it 
Johnny?) played that guitar 
like a pro and his singing 
voice was great.

I settled back in my 
chair and enjoyed a won-
derful afternoon listening 
to the Rock-its! as they 
played one popular song 
after another to the delight 
of the audience who kept 
time to the music, tapping 
their feet and swaying in 

their seats. 
Several women 

couldn’t sit still and gave 
their own dance interpreta-
tion “on stage” for the au-
dience. The Rock-its! also 
had lots of vocals along 
with their rollicking music. 
All of this brought rounds 
of applause from a delight-
ed audience. 

The trio continued 
playing one rousing selec-
tion after another without 
stopping and kept our feet 
tapping to the music. John 
Rice on guitar and vocals, 
Marcel Gagne on bass gui-
tar and vocals, with Carl 
Perry on drums. The after-
noon passed too quickly 
and soon it was time to de-
part with requests for them 
to return soon.

The next day at 
breaktime, John Rice came 
by our table where I sat 
with Beverley Heath and 
Georgette Morin enjoy-
ing our slices of blueberry 
cake. He thanked us for 
coming to see Johnny and 
the Rock-its! 

And I couldn’t help 
but say, “John, I saw a dif-
ferent side of you yester-
day” and a little awe had 
crept into my voice. He 

laughed and said “I will tell 
you how I and the Rock-
its! came to be one day.”

Little did John and 
I know the opportunity 
would come the very next 
day, quite by happenstance! 
We found an hour where 
we sat down and John told 
me the interesting and in-
spiring story of how the 
band came to be. And here 
is John’s story, word for 
word, within quotes and 
separated in paragraphs for 
easier reading. 

“The band formed a 
little over three years ago 
when Marcel and I started 
talking about music at an 
LA Metro Chamber event. 
Marcel learned that I had 
just bought my dream gui-
tar and knew that I per-
formed periodically for the 
tenants at Schooner.”

“Being a music en-
thusiast and a musician 
who had performed for 
many years, Marcel sug-
gested that maybe we 
could try getting together 
and he could join me in 
entertaining the Schooner 
tenants. I immediately took 
him up on it and we set a 
rehearsal date.” 

“Marcel and I start-

ed playing and we real-
ly clicked together. By 
the end of the night I was 
pretty excited and thought 
‘how great it would be if I 
could get my friend Carl to 
join us on drums’.

“Carl and I had 
played together in the past 
and I knew his playing and 
personality was just what 
we needed. By the next 
week we three were offi-
cially a group.” 

“We love to get to-
gether to rehearse and play 
shows. We do it because 
we enjoy the comradery 
music creates with fellow 
musicians and as a way to 
make a difference in our 
elders’ lives by sharing our 
joy.”

“We don’t accept 
money for our shows but 
we get paid with smiles! 
Last summer we toured 
several senior living 
homes. We really felt like 
we were on a mission. Ev-

eryone was in a lock-down 
status and they needed 
something fun to do. Every 
show was outside. People 
were spread out across 
courtyards and parking 
lots. It’s a summer we will 
not forget!”

John ended his story 
with “This year we have 
already booked several 
shows in our “Rock-its! 

Senior Smiles Tour 2021” 
and we look forward to 
earning a lot more smiles!”

I came away from 
John’s story of the Rock-
its! beginning, with a new 
respect for John and his 
band comrades and their 
mission of caring for the 
seniors in their lives.

Music and Smiles are 
universal languages!

Carl Perry on drums, Marcel Gagne on bass guitar and vocals, and John Rice on guitar 
and vocals play non-stop for Schooner tenants who are ardent fans of the Rock-its! (Rachel 
Morin photo)

Ron Frizzel with friends Claudette and Gerry Martel were really enjoying the Rock-its! 
Ron is the former owner of WLAM radio in Lewiston among several other radio stations he 
owned. He lives in Florida, but is currently renting in Auburn. Ron sets up and coordinates 
all the music and announcements for the Schooner Estates TV channel 1390 shown through-
out the Schooner campus. (Rachel Morin photo)

Marcel Gagne gives his all in “Heartbreak Hotel”. (Rachel 
Morin photo)

Dell Hayes and Beverley Heath attend every musical event held at Schooner. (Rachel Morin 
photo)

Rock-its! fans enjoy a recent show at Schooner Estates in Auburn. (Rachel Morin photo)
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Discover The Truth About CDs!   
CD Interest Rates Are At An All Time Low. 

There IS A Safe, Guaranteed Alternative To 
Increase Your Income.  

                                            Call now for a FREE Guide:   

“10 Secrets Your Banker Doesn’t 
Want You To Know” 

 Call Our 24 Hour Order Line  @782-3800 

Discover The Truth About CDs!   
CD Interest Rates Are At An All Time Low. 

There IS A Safe, Guaranteed Alternative To 
Increase Your Income.  

                                            Call now for a FREE Guide:   

“10 Secrets Your Banker Doesn’t 
Want You To Know” 

 Call Our 24 Hour Order Line  @782-3800 

Discover The Truth About CDs!   
CD Interest Rates Are At An All Time Low. 

There IS A Safe, Guaranteed Alternative To 
Increase Your Income.  

                                            Call now for a FREE Guide:   

“10 Secrets Your Banker Doesn’t 
Want You To Know” 

 Call Our 24 Hour Order Line  @782-3800 

ACCOUNTANT

CHIROPRACTOR

PRINTING

Family Chiropractic Center

1485 Lisbon Street, Lewiston

207.783.0078
www.familychirome.com



Experience Life

23 Goldthwaite Rd. 
Auburn, ME 04210

PO Box 715 
Lewiston, ME 04243

AUBURN SELF STORAGE, LLC

PHONE 376-3325  

Auburn 207-783-9111   Norway 207-743-7777
AustinPA.com

Your Financial Team

SHIPPING

SELF STORAGE

Computer Diagnostics • Yokohama Tires
Repairs • Alignments • Inspection Station

Gas • Clear K1 • Tune-ups • Brakes • Batteries

260 S. Main St., Auburn • 782-9144 

Dan & Don Poisson
dfpoisson@aol.com

Poisson & Sons 
Auto Care Center, Inc.

The Only Full-Service Gas Station in Auburn!

AUTO CARE

PAINTING

9 N. River Road in Auburn ~ www.AuburnGoinPostal.com ~ 784-9900

MARINE SERVICES

Locally Owned

Marine Service

237 Lewiston Road • Topsham, ME 04086 • (207) 725-5997
www.pontesmarine.com

American 
Builders

Call 207-500-8100
For FREE Estimates

Quality Work with References Available

Custom Building & Remodeling

Fully Insured • 5 Year Workmanship Warranty

Call Tyler
500-8100

Finish Carpenter

CONTRACTORS

Interiors • Exteriors
Free Estimates

WADE J. LIBBY
WJLibbyPainting@gmail.com

Drywall Repair
Pressure Washing

CELL: 207.210.0605

FREE DELIVERY L/A

777-1520
www.sweetpeafloraldesignsme.com

Sweet Pea Des igns
FLOWER SHOPPE

FLOWER SHOPPE

PHOTOGRAPHY WEB HOSTING

CD’S

Executive Portraits • Business photographs • Videos

Bell Studios, Inc.

PHOTOGRAPHY

MASONRY
Jason Hodsdon

JasonHodsdonMasonry@gmail.com

Masonry • Culture Stones
Chimneys • Chimney Cleaning

Repointing & Repairs
Restoration

Stainless Steel Liners

North Monmouth
(207) 215-3557

Fully Insured 
Free Estimates

20+ Years of Experience

Business Directory

Contact us today for possible openings in our 
business directory! Info@TwinCitytimes.com.

Locally Owned
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Calendar
Send your submissions to the Editor. More online. AUBURN

746 Center Street
Auburn Movie Hotline   — 786-8605

DOORS OPEN AT:

12:00pm

VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR 
CALL THE HOTLINE AT 

786-8605 
FOR SHOWTIMES

WWW.FLAGHIPCINEMAS.COM

h e a l t h c a r e / m e d i -
cal and residential space. 
The project is being built 
around a 400’-wide nat-
ural stone quarry that is 
currently 300’ deep and 
naturally filled with water. 
Rock Row is expected to 
attract more than six mil-
lion visitors a year when 
complete.

Rock Row’s storied 
past began in 1942, when 
Blue Rock Industries pur-
chased a gravel pit located 
on the site of today’s quar-
ry.

Announced Rock 
Row tenants include an 
80,000 sq. ft. state-of-the-
art Market Basket super-
market (open), Firehouse 
Subs, Big Fin Poke, The 
Paper Store (open), Chase, 
Chick-fil-A, 122-room 
boutique Element Hotel 
by Westin, REI, Starbucks, 
LIVE NATION Maine 
Savings Pavilion (open) 
and other retail, dining, en-
tertainment and office ten-
ants in the second largest 
retail and mixed-use devel-
opment in New England.

A medical and re-
search campus, anchored 
by renowned New England 
Cancer Specialists/Dana 
Farber Cancer Institute, is 
scheduled to open in late 
2023.

Waterstone Proper-
ties purchased the quarry 
site in 2017. The project 
is the first of its kind in the 
state.

Chef
Continued from page 1

EVERY TUESDAY 
10:30-11:15 a.m. 
LEWISTON – Lew-

iston Public Library - Vir-
tual Preschool Babytime 
& Storytime. Children 0-5 
are welcome to join the 
fun on Zoom as Ms. Jackie 
uses interactive songs and 
stories to introduce chil-
dren to the world of books, 
learning, and the library. 
Call 207-513-3133 for de-
tails and registration. 

1ST AND 3RD TUES-
DAYS 

11:30 a.m. 
LEWISTON – Lew-

iston Public Library - Vir-
tual Book Chat. Join LPL 
staff via Facebook Live 
for a conversation about 
what we’re reading. Make 
suggestions, share your 
thoughts, find resources, 
and get personalized rec-
ommendations from our 
librarians! 

FRIDAY
July 30

10:30 a.m.-11:15 
a.m. 

GORHAM - Fraizer 
Preserve Trailhead – Scav-
enger Hunt. Join Mr. Jeff 
for Nature Walks through-
out the summer. He will be 
leading these programs in 
different parks throughout 
Greater Gorham. Each one 
will begin at 10:30 a.m. 
We plan on spending 45 
minutes per excursion. All 
ages.

Join Mr. Jeff at the 
Fraizer Preserve Trailhead 
by the High School ath-
letic fields. We will walk 
up and down the trail to 
hunt for different colors, 
shapes, trees, textures, and 
more!

Rain date: Aug. 
6-10:30 a.m.

5-6 p.m.
LEWISTON - “I 

Wish My Teacher Knew” 
Art Walk Reception LIVE 
and in-person at Lewiston 
Public Library, Friday, 
July 30 from 5-6 p.m. 
From a COVID school 

year, Lewiston High 
School‘s Art Department 
presents “I Wish My 
Teacher Knew,” a collec-
tion of digitally created 
and shared art work, sto-
ries, poems, and collages 
created by our local stu-
dents.

SATURDAY
July 31

10:30 a.m.
LEWISTON - Judy 

Pancoast LIVE and in-per-
son in Kennedy Park - No 
reservations required. In 
case of rain, program will 
be streamed LIVE on 
Facebook from the library.

MONDAY
Aug. 2

9:30-9:50 a.m.
GORHAM - Babies 

on the Lawn - Baxter Me-
morial Library. Bring your 
baby and a blanket to join 
us for an interactive, so-
cially distanced, outdoor 
lap-sit program. Ms. Dani 
will present stories, songs, 
rhymes and fun for babies 
0- 18 months and their 
caregivers. Masks will 
only be required when 
physical distancing is not 
possible.

Program will be can-
celed in the event of in-
clement weather.

 10 a.m.-10:30 a.m. 
GORHAM - Tod-

dlers on the Lawn - Bax-
ter Memorial Library. Join 
Ms. Dani on the lawn as 
she uses stories, music, 
and movement to present 
and enhance early literacy 
skills and foster a love of 
reading.  Mask will only 
be required when physi-
cal distancing is not pos-
sible.  Ages 18 months to 
3 years. 

Program will be can-
celed in the event of in-
clement weather.

5:30 p.m.

AUBURN – City 
Council workshop and 
meeting.

6:30 p.m.
POLAND – At Po-

land Spring Resort. The 
Poland Spring Preserva-
tion Society presents the 
Sunset Series of concerts. 
This week: Sruli Dresdner.

7 p.m.
GORHAM – Plan-

ning Board meeting.

TUESDAY
Aug. 3

10 a.m.-10:45 a.m. 
GORHAM – Zen-

tangle – Baxter Memorial 
Library. Join Ms. Becky 
for Zentangle on the lawn. 
Zentangle is an easy-to-
learn, relaxing, and fun 
way to create beautiful 
images by drawing struc-
tured patterns. All ages.

Raindate: Aug. 4 – 
10 a.m.

5:30 p.m.
AUBURN – 

Age-Friendly Community 
Committee meeting.

5:30-6:30 p.m.
LEWISTON - 
Nature’s Night-

shift with The Center 
for Wildlife VIRTUAL 
On Zoom and Lives-
treamed to Facebook.  
Learn about creatures of 
the night from the Center 
for Wildlife, a wildlife 
rescue and rehabilitation 
center located in Cape 
Neddick, ME. Using live 
animals, the Center for 
Wildlife will answer many 
of our questions about 
how these animals survive 
in the nighttime. Gather 
your friends and fami-
ly around to get up close 
with their live non-releas-
able animal ambassadors 
and their fascinating noc-
turnal adaptations. For 
more information, please 
contact the Reference 

Desk at 207-513-3135 or 
at LPLReference@Lewis-
tonMaine.gov

6 p.m.
LEWISTON – City 

Council meeting, at City 
Hall, 27 Pine Street, Lew-
iston 1st Floor in the City 
Council Chambers. This 
Meeting and Workshop 
will be broadcast LIVE 
over Spectrum Cable 
TV Government Access 
Channel 7, streamed LIVE 
through the Great Falls 
Television web site, and 
streamed LIVE through 
the city’s YouTube chan-
nel http://www.lewis-
tonmaine.gov/YouTube. 
Archived copies of this 
meeting will be available 
immediately after broad-
cast on the City YouTube 
Channel and within a day 
or two after broadcast, for 
viewing for up to 60 days, 
at the Great Falls Televi-
sion web site.

6:30 p.m.
GORHAM – Regu-

lar Town Council meeting.

WEDNESDAY
Aug. 4

4:30 p.m.
LEWISTON – From 

Lewiston Public Library 
- An ongoing, online 
game night. Try a little 
of everything as we test 
out a sampling of differ-
ent games throughout the 
summer, including Among 
Us, Jackbox Games, and 
more. Hop on Discord for 
a new multiplayer game 
every other week, June 
through August.

THURSDAY
Aug. 5

10:30 a.m.-Noon 
GORHAM - Art in 

the Park – Baxter Memo-
rial Library. Art in the park 
is an opportunity to paint 
outside on the lawn.  We 
provide paint, brushes, 
and paper; you supply the 
imagination.  Bring your 
lunch to eat while your 
creation dries.  This is a 
popular family activity.  
During outdoor program-

ming, masks will only be 
required when physical 
distancing is not possible. 
All ages 

Program will be can-
celed in the event of in-
clement weather.

4 p.m.
AUBURN – Cable 

TV Advisory Board meet-
ing.

5:30 p.m.
AUBURN – Au-

burn-Lewiston Airport 
Board meeting.

FRIDAY
Aug. 6

8 p.m.
LEWISTON - Star-

gazing in Kennedy Park 
LIVE and in-person - No 
reservations required. In 
case of rain, program will 
be streamed LIVE on 
Facebook from the library.

MONDAY
Aug. 9

9:30-9:50 a.m.
GORHAM - Babies 

on the Lawn - Baxter Me-
morial Library. Bring your 
baby and a blanket to join 
us for an interactive, so-
cially distanced, outdoor 
lap-sit program. Ms. Dani 
will present stories, songs, 
rhymes and fun for babies 
0- 18 months and their 
caregivers. Masks will 
only be required when 
physical distancing is not 
possible.

Program will be can-
celed in the event of in-
clement weather.



 Page 15Thursday, July 29, 2021

Best
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for Arts, 

Music and 
Theater!

Your
Hometown 

Paper.

❏ Visa        ❏ Master Card 
Card #                        
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Headline: ___________________________________________

Ad Info:

Send check or credit card info with completed form to: 
twin city timeS, 9 north river road, #232 auburn, me 04210

or info@twincitytimeS.com  

$10  
40 Words!up 

to 

Per
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Number of Weeks to Run:

 3 digits # 
on back

Send payment with completed form to our
 bookkeeping office:  9 N. River Road #232

Auburn, ME 04210 or email it to us!

AUTOMOBILE 
STORAGE

Seeking Classic 
Car Storage

Got unused garage bay?
I’m looking for year-round 
storage for a classic car. 
My preference is a location 
near the center of Gorham. 
Please text or leave a 
message: 207 415-2463.

BOOKS
“To College or Not to 
College” is the question 
and this book has the 
answers. Check it out: 
www.authorcaseybill.com.

B o o k  l o v e r s  a n d 
bookstores: looking for 
unique and eclectic books? 
Check out author Casey 
Bell: www.authorcaseybell.
com.

BUSINESSES   
FOR SALE

Working small engine/
outdoor Power equipment 

business. 
Parts inventory B&S, 
Kohler, Tecumseh, MTD, 
Ariens, Toro and more.
S p e c i a l  t o o l s  a n d 
e q u i p m e n t .  G o o d 
opportunity to expand 
or add to your business. 
C a l l  G l e n  2 0 7 - 6 5 5 -
4635 daytime for more 
information.

CEMETERY 
PLOTS

4 buriel plots @ Gracelawn 
Memorial Park, Auburn, 
Section M, Garden of 
Mercy $600 each. 
 

CRAFTS, 
ANTIQUES, 

HOUSEHOLD 
ITEMS

Handmade floral wreaths, 
stained glass, Jewelry, 
P a i n t i n g s ,  a n t i q u e 
fu r n i sh ings .  An t ique 
Stickley Oak Bench (Love 
Seat)

Windsor straight chair, 
walnut stain oak end table 
21x21 sq. Call for prices 
and description. MJ Crafts 
222-0665   

ESTATE 
SALE

Estate - Garage
Safe environment - one 
sel ler with mask and 
gloves. By appointment 
only. One to two people. 
We maintain ten feet 
apart. Two bedroom sets, 
double and queen - wicker 
5 pieces - Bench with 
microfiber cushion. Two 
living room chairs. All plus 
more. All priced low for 
quick sale. (207) 883-0808

FOR SALE
Jotul Woodstove

Jotul Green Enamel old 
model 118 woodstove. 
Very good condition. Used 
to heat camp, $475. Call 
386-405-7740. 

HAIR        
SERVICES

Hair at Home! Can’t get 
out to the hair salon? We’ll 
come to you anywhere 
in the L/A area! We offer 
services in the privacy 
of your own home. Great 
rates. 
Excellent service. Call 
cell phone 754-9805 or 
782-1271.

HEALTH &    
FITNESS

DO YOU HAVE CHRONIC KNEE 
OR BACK PAIN? 

If you have insurance, 
you may qualify for the 
perfect brace at little to no 
cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504.

HELP    
WANTED

Technical Field Manager
Modula, Inc.; Lewiston, ME 
04240. Prvd tech’l training, 
instal. & supprt. service 
to innovative automated 
storage technologies 
& vertical carousels to 
all Modula customers & 
dealers located in the 
U.S. Req’s: HS Dipl. +60 
mos employ.  exp. as 
Field Technician. Emploly. 
exp. must incl writing 
of electrical diagrams & 
installation of electro-
mechanical components. 
Dom. trvl 4X/wk throughout 
all 50 U.S. states. Position 
req’s performing physical 
ac t iv i t i es .  Emai l  CV: 
recruit ing.us@modula.
com.

HELP    
WANTED

Backyard mechanic in 
Lewiston area 
& help for the 

Skowhegan Fair
Mickey Amlotte is looking 
for a mechanic that might 
need a place to stay.
I need help for my Skow-
hegan Dice Game, Mon-
eywheel, and Sealed 
Tickets.
Living quarters available  
call 207-782-5526

HOUSING
Seeking two bedroom 
apartment or house to rent. 
One story with garage near 
the Windham or Raymond 
area. Prefer hardwood 
floors. Jimmy and Cheryl 
Burnham. 207-572-2714
or 207-633 3380.

IN HOME 
ELDER CARE
Includes personal care, 
c o o k i n g ,  s h o p p i n g , 
light housekeeping, and 
companionship. Keep your 

Classified Ads
family member safely at 
home. 35 years experience, 
CNA,  Med Tech  and 
Alzheimer’s training. Call 
or text Sue 207-205-5013

PAINTING
Stepladder Enterprise 

Painting Co.
Interior & Exterior. 

D r ywa l l  repa i r,  pa i n t 
and wallpaper. Pressure 
washing. Insured. 20+ years 
in business 207-786-9849.

SENIOR 
TRIPS

MACKINAC ISLAND  
OCTOBER 2 - 10, 

2021
 Trip includes 8 nights 
- 14 meals - Guided 
tour of Mackinaw City, 
Guided Carriage Tour 
of Mackinac Island, 
Boat ride through Soo 
Locks and Sault Sainte  
Marie, Admission to 
Colonial Michillmacki-
nac and so much more.  

WHITE MOUNTAIN 
HOTEL AND RESORT
NOVEMBER 28 - 29 

2021
Trip includes1 night 
lodging - 3 meals 
(Grand Sunday 
Brunch), 2 different 
entertainment shows, 
Austrian Sleigh ride 
through Jackson Vil-
lage, Chocolate Tour, 
shopping and more.

  TROPICAL COSTA  
RICA - MARCH 12 - 

20, 2022
Trip includes 9 days 
-14 meals - San Jose, 
Monteverde Cloud 
Forest, Lake Arsenal 
Cruise, Hanging Bride 
Walking Tour, Guided 
riverboat trip in a cov-
ered canoe in Arsenal, 
Arsenal Volcano, Gua-
nacaste, coffee planta-
tion and more.
 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 
- APRIL 7 - 13, 2022

Trip includes 6 nights - 
10 meals - Two guided 
tours of Washington 
D.C. memorials.  Eve-
ning guided tour of 
Memorials and Mon-

uments, Admission to 
New Bible Museum, 
Tram ride through Ar-
lington National Cem-
etery , Admission to 
George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon and 
more.

For questions and 
detailed information 
on any of these trips, 
please call Claire - 
207-784-0302 H - 207-
576-8604 C or Cindy 
- 207-345-9569

Classifieds  $10

Classifieds  $10
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NOW HIRING
Full & Part Time Employees Wanted

Immediate Openings

FOREMAN
OPERATORS
MECHANICS

TRUCK DRIVERS
SITE WORKERS

Apply in person at:

SHAW BROTHERS CONSTRUCTION
341 Mosher Road, Gorham or 

call Human Resources at (207) 839-2552

Equal Opportunity Employer

Supporting The Dempsey Center
Defeating Cancer

www.atwork.com • (207) 225-5627

NOW HIRING
Flaggers $15 per hour

i

Immediate Openings at American Builders!
Call today • Work today • Get paid today

Entry level positions.  500-8100

DIRECT SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS NEEDED
Full-time in Auburn starting at $16 per hour!

• Career Advancement Opportunities
• Student Loan Assistance 

• Tuition Reimbursement • Generous Paid Time Off 
• Verizon & Sprint Cell Phone Discounts

Please visit www.suprwink.org/careers to learn more!
(207) 871-1211 x2209 or e-mail recruitment@spurwink.org

Help Wanted • Help Wanted

Get your help wanted 
ad in today! 558-8488


