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Study: San Jose 
children near Reid-
Hillview Airport 
exposed to high levels
of lead  SEE PAGE 2

Students pioneer
high quality
modest price
face shields 
SEE PAGE 4

Pandemic fallout
How to navigate family feelings 

about returning to school
SEE PAGE 17

Evergreen School
District offering 
remote learning,
homeschooling 
options for families
In‑person instruction 
begins August 18

T
he Evergreen School Dis‐
trict is planning for stu‐
dents to return to full‐time,

in‐person instruction, beginning
on August 18, 2021. 

“The Board of Trustees and our
District leadership team firmly
believe that the educational
needs of students are best met in‐
person, in the classroom, with
their teacher,” said Dr. Emy Flo‐
res, Superintendent of the Ever‐
green School District. “However,
we  also realize that a remote
learning option may be the most
prudent choice for some stu‐
dents/families given their med‐
ical or other extenuating circum‐
stances,” she continued.  

The district began the process
of planning for its remote learn‐
ing program before the end of the
2020‐22 school year, and then on
July 9, 2021, Governor Gavin
Newsom signed Assembly Bill

See SCHOOL, page 20

Bring the family to this free
friendly classic car show
and static airplane show 

H
ot San Jose nights – Airport
Day is always a huge suc‐
cess. The anticipated annual

event combines a family fun classic
car show with an airplane show for
the entire family to enjoy. 

This year the event returns on
August 28 from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. on
August 28. Admission is free in‐

cluding free parking. 
The annual event brings the best

of everything at the airport, includ‐
ing more than 40 static airplanes
on display. Car guys and gals will be
showing off an incredible array of
classic cars from vintage custom
hot rods, muscle cars, sleek sports
cars, survivors, new special interest
cars, and antiques. Military tanks
will also be on display and kids are
invited to sit in some. The band

See AIRPORT DAY, page 2

12th Annual Hot San Jose 
Nights Airport Day returns 
Aug. 28 to Reid-Hillview Airport 

By William Bellou
Publisher

T
he All American High School
Film Festival, the largest
student film festival in the

world,   selected four of Mt. Pleas‐
ant High School student films to
be part of this year’s Festival in
New York. 

Selected by industry judges, the
Mt. Pleasant High School films
produced by recent Mt. Pleasant
High School graduates from the
Class of 2021 are among the best
high school films of the year. 

Even through the pandemic,
these dedicated students honed
their production skills and creat‐
ed their own films while in dis‐
tance learning. The Mt. Pleasant
High School student films select‐
ed to be part of this year’s Festival
include the following:

"Orange Skies from the East‐
side" by Elijah Anaya  

"The Alabaster Awakening" by
Brian Diaz (attending CSUN and
majoring in Film Studies)

"The Yellow America" by Bianca
See FILMS, page 18

Scenes from “Orange Skies from the Eastside” (top) and “The Alabaster Awakening”
(above), two of the four film entries from Mt. Pleasant High School students.

All American High School
Film Festival selects 
Mt. Pleasant High School 
student films to be part of
this year’s festival in NY

CLASSIC CARS, AMAZING AIRCRAFT
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Airport Day
Continued from page 1
Identity Problem will provide incredible
music so you and your family can enjoy a
fun and upbeat day in the sun. 

“Bring your chairs and coolers and enjoy
the day with us!,” said event founder,
Michael Hennessy. “We will have great
live music and fun food all day, including
food trucks vendors, which will round out
the show. School robotics teams and
ROTC will also be participating.  And don’t
miss the Civil Air Patrol presenting the
Color Guard during the National Anthem
in the Opening Ceremony at noon.”

Second Harvest Food Bank
Event goers are encouraged to bring

canned food for Second Harvest Food Bank
that can be placed in barrels at the entry
point. Feeding kids during summer months
can be a worry to some families, not just
Thanksgiving and Christmas time. 

Award of Excellence
Awards of Excellence will be handed out at

noon during the opening ceremony  to the
Best of the Bay Honorees.  Assisting Mike
Hennessy with the honors will be California
State Senator Dave Cortese and Cindy Cha‑
vez,County Supervisor District 2 (above, L‐R). 

Scheduled events 
Angela Tirado, the “Voice of San Jose” will

show off her beautiful voice as she sings the
National Anthem at the opening cere‐
monies scheduled at 12 noon.    

Baylands RC Group, directed by Ray
Manuel, will present The Greatest Little Air
Show in the World" with hundreds of RC
planes on display and flying demonstra‐
tions, complete with commentary, starting
at 12:15 p.m. 

San Jose State University aviation program, 
See AIRPORT DAY, page 7

By Lloyd Alaban
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

L
ead levels at the Reid‐Hillview
Airport in East San Jose are dan‐
gerously high for children in the

surrounding area, according to a re‐
port issued by the county .

The Santa Clara County Board of
Supervisors commissioned the lead
study in 2020 using 17,000 blood
samples collected between 2011 and
2020 from children living near the
airport.

County officials announced the re‐
sults of the study at a news confer‐
ence at the airport Tuesday, which in‐
cluded Supervisor Cindy Chavez,
whose district contains the airport,
Mary Ann Dewan, county superinten‐
dent of schools, and Captain Adam
Cosner of the Santa Clara County Fire
Department.

“What this very thorough study
proves is that we literally have a crisis
on our hands,” Chavez said. “This is a
public health issue, it’s an environmental jus‐
tice issue and it’s an equity issue because the
people who live around Reid‐Hillview are
among those who are least affluent in our
community.”

The study found elevated lead levels in the
children’s blood during periods of high traffic
at the airport, on par with the lead levels in
children during the Flint, Michigan water cri‐
sis .

Unlike cars, where leaded fuel is banned by
federal law , some airplane fuel still contains
lead. Decades of research suggests that it con‐
tributes to cancer.

According to the county, there are 21
schools and childcare centers surrounding
the airport.

“It’s really clear from what you’ve heard to‐
day and we’ve known for a very long time:
lead is dangerous for children,” Dewan said.
“Many people believe lead exposure is rare. It
is not. Many people believe lead exposure can
be mitigated. It can’t. Research demonstrates
the effects on children’s educational attain‐

ment, cognitive function and behavior and
emotional regulation.”

The study comes amid a fight over the fu‐
ture of the 84‐year‐old East San Jose airport,
as a growing number of leaders demand its
closure.

Supervisors voted in November to begin
the planning process for closing the airport
and repurposing the land. They also voted to
explore the possibility of consolidating Reid‐
Hillview’s aviation with the San Martin Air‐
port, about 23 miles southeast of Reid‐
Hillview just outside of Gilroy.

Advocates for decades have called for the
airport’s closure, saying it poses safety and
noise concerns and that the land could be bet‐
ter used for much‐needed affordable housing.
Opponents, however, say the airport serves a
critical purpose for smaller planes and emer‐
gency operations.

Dr. Stephen Harris, a pediatrician with San‐
ta Clara Valley Medical Center , said Tuesday
studies show there is no safe level of lead in
the blood of children and adults.

Study: San Jose children near Reid-Hillview
Airport exposed to high levels of lead

Santa Clara County Superintendent of Schools Mary Ann
Dewan speaks at Reid-Hillview Airport on Aug. 3. Photo
by Lloyd Alaban.
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Evergreen Valley High
School students build
COVID 19 kits for the
homeless shelter

By Aditya Karthik
Special to the Times

A
s a rising sophomore at
Evergreen Valley High
School, I would like to

share some information about a
volunteer project my brother
Pranav Karthik, a rising senior in
EVHS, and I worked on recently.

Knowing the intensity of the
ongoing pandemic, my brother
was contemplating making med‐
ical first aid/pandemic sup‐
plies/kits for the residents of a lo‐
cal shelter (Family Supportive
Housing) as his Boy Scouts Eagle
Project. Those plans fell through
and we decided to continue and
build the kits since the project is
such a good cause.

The kits consisted of some
items we purchased:  

• Antibacterial hand sanitizing
wipes 

• Alcohol based hand sanitizer 
• face masks 
• bandages 
• Reusable drawstring bag to

house these items
We picked these items on the

assumption that they would be
useful during a pandemic. In ad‐
dition, we decided to make face
shields for the residents of the
homeless shelter. All in all we
made 36 kits and delivered them
to the shelter.

Here are the steps for making
these inexpensive face shields. As
the Delta variant is raging it is our
hope that these instructions will
be useful for the general public.

Materials: A4 size clear plas‐
tic sheets, elastic band, buttons,
rubber foam

Tools: scissors, crimping tool,
marker pen

1. On a longer side of the A4
sheet, place a mark at both ends
(½ an inch from top and side)

2. Make holes with the crimp‐
ing button in places where the
holes are marked.

3. Use the crimping tool and use
the female button to crimp the but‐
ton on to the clear plastic sheets

4. Cut a strip of elastic band
about 13” long.

5. Push crimping buttons
through the elastic band and use
the crimping tool to crimp the
male button onto the elastic band

6. Cut 2 strips of rubber foam
about 9” long and stick one on top
of the other. Stick the other end
on the sheet centered in between
the 2 markings in Step 1

7. You can now connect the
male and female buttons on ei‐
ther sides of the plastic sheets.

Your face shield is now ready!
These face shields can be worn

on top of masks and can provide
even more protection during the
pandemic. We hope that these in‐
structions are helpful for people
who want to make inexpensive
face shields either for themselves
or for other healthcare/essential
workers. Help stop the spread!

Students pioneer high quality modest price face shields 

Jessamine Loera of Family Supportive Shelter accepts the homemade
shields produced by Evergreen Valley scouts Aditya Karthik (center) and
Pranav Karthik.

Pictured are the contents of the kits presented to Family Supportive Shelter.

By William Bellou
Publisher

S
anta Clara County Water
District says county resi‐
dents are not saving enough

water to respond to our worsen‐
ing drought conditions.

The Santa Clara Valley Water
District, the county’s main whole‐
sale water provider, declared a
drought emergency in June and
asked county residents to cut wa‐
ter use by 15% from 2019 levels

The Water District released fig‐
ures last week showing that in‐
stead of hitting the water saving
15% target, residents saved 0%
in June; essentially they are using
the same   amount of water as

they did in June 2019.
"It's very important for us to

hit this 15% target," said Aaron
Baker, chief operating officer of
the Santa Clara Valley Water Dis‐
trict's water utility enterprise. "It
is going to take a significant
amount of rain to get us out of
this drought this winter. We need
to save water now so we have
water for next year." 

"People aren’t yet changing
their behaviors and realizing
how serious the drought is,” said
Heather Cooley, research direc‐
tor of the Pacific Institute, a non‐
profit water research organiza‐
tion in Oakland. "We know from

See DROUGHT, page 8

Santa Clara County 
Water District: Residents
are not saving water

LETTER

Vaccine a
form of germ
warfare

Dear Editor,
It has been common knowledge

for years that all major develop‐
ing countries have possessed the
ability to conduct germ warfare.    

The Wuhan crisis is no excep‐
tion.  Was a virus created in the
lab and de‐
liberately
leaked into
the local wet
markets
for experi‐
mentation
on the peo‐
ple of Wuhan?  This is totally con‐
sistent with China's poor record
on civil rights and its complete
lack of concern for all of the Chi‐
nese people.   The virus created in
Wuhan is by no means a poor re‐
flection on all Asians especially
Asia‐Americans.  It is simply a
reaffirmation of the Communist
Chinese Government's uncon‐
scionable disdain for human life.
They are the ones to blame.

Now we the American people
will soon be required by our gov‐
ernment to get the vaccine with‐
out being told what are the short
or long term side effects. This is
inherently a violation of our civil
rights since the vaccine has never
been approved by the Food &
Drug Administration.

The one benefactor from the
spread of the virus is the environ‐
ment. Consider how working
from home reduces the amount of
carbon emissions caused by the
automobile.  Why aren’t the
Biden Administration and vari‐
ous environmental groups en‐
couraging this?

Joe Bialek
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By Mary Ann Dewan
Special to the Times

A
s summer comes to a close,
thousands of Santa Clara
County children begin kin‐

dergarten. It is important to pre‐
pare for this new, exciting adven‐
ture, and parent engagement can
make a significant and positive
difference for our kindergarten
children. 

Getting off to a good start and
having regular, consistent atten‐
dance in kindergarten sets a
strong foundation for future
learning.

As you look forward to the com‐
ing weeks, a few preparation tips
can help families on their new
journey. 

• Establish bedtime routines.
Resume the regular bedtime rou‐
tines about a month before school
starts to help ease the kinder‐
garten transition. Talk to your
child about why the change is nec‐
essary and how it will help their
back‐to‐school transition.

• Establish a morning rou‑
tine. Engage in multiple new
morning routine "dry runs" to
help with time management. See
how much time it will take.
Whether juggling other house‐
hold member's morning sched‐
ules, walking to the bus stop, or
driving to the new school, school
preparation almost always takes
more time than you think. Be
ready and expect the unexpected. 

• Plan for breakfast. Making
time for breakfast before or upon
arrival at school is important. Be
sure to adjust your morning
schedule to account for the extra
time for your child to enjoy break‐
fast.

Several books encourage family
reading time while also preparing
your child for the transition to
school. The titles below are just a
few of our favorites. For more
about these titles, or other op‐
tions, be sure to contact your local
library. 

• A Place Called Kindergarten
by Jessica Harper

• Countdown to Kindergarten
by Alison McGhee

• David Goes to School by
David Shannon

• Kindergarten Rocks! by
Katie Davis

• Look Out Kindergarten,
Here I Come! by Nancy Carlson

• Preparate, kindergarten!
Allavoy! by Nancy Carlson

• Off to Kindergarten by Tony
Johnston

• School's First Day of School
by Adam Rex

• Welcome to Kindergarten
by Anne Rockwell

• Miss Bindergarten Gets
Ready for Kindergarten by
Joseph Slate and Ashley Wolf

With some advanced prepara‐
tion, the transition to kinder‐
garten can be very positive for
children and parents.  
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Airport Day
Continued from page 5
one of the Nation’s oldest and the only
public institution in California, is wel‐
coming event goers to sit in their aircraft
and talk with students and faculty. This
gives everyone a chance to learn more
about the educational opportunities we
provide. The program offers a BS in Avia‐
tion with an emphasis in professional
flight, operations, aviation management,
and Maintenance Management. 

Military Tanks displayed
The Eagle Field Foundation will be dis‐

playing military vehicles including an ar‐
ray of tanks!  The Eagle Field Foundation
Mission is to continue military history
and technology preservation, veteran ap‐
preciation, educational and related
events, and activities for local communi‐
ties. Founded by a group of like‐minded
historians, engineers, mechanics and vet‐
erans, the Eagle Field Foundation ‐ 501C3
California Non‐Profit ‐ was established to
provide a totally unique educational ex‐
perience for young and old. 

Antique Autos
Check out this year's selection of these

very old and well cared for antique vehi‐

cles. You can learn a lot about the history
of the automobile by talking with their
very knowledgeable owners. What an‐
tique autos are increasing the most and
also find out which antique cars are in‐
creasing in value for the collector. 

Author Dennis Mattish
Meet Dennis Mattish, famous local auto

racing authority and photographer and
have him sign your book or pick one up
and browse his many photos.

Hot San Jose Nights is sponsored in
partnership with California State Senator
Dave Cortese, District 3 County Supervi‐
sor Otto Lee, and District 2 County Super‐
visor Cindy Chavez. Business Sponsor‐
ship includes: Car Guy Channel; Santa
Clara County Supervisor Cindy Chavez;
Eagle Field Foundation; Evergreen
Times; Mike Hennessy Automotive; Santa
Clara County Supervisor Otto Lee, Reid‐
Hillview Airport; and Tradewinds Avia‐
tion.  

Registration forms for the car show,
food trucks, vendors, non‐profit organi‐
zations as well as more information can
be found at www.hotsanjosenights.com.

Reid‑Hillview Airport is located at 2500
Cunningham Avenue, San Jose CA 95148.
For more information, visit: www.hotsan‑
josenights.com.

COUNTY SCHOOL REPORT

Kindergarten preparation can make a 
significant difference for children’s success
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Drought
Continued from page 4
the last drought that it does take
some time. We did anticipate
that." 

On a positive note, Baker said
the number of people applying to
the water district to be paid to re‐
move their lawns under their
conservation program increased
to 592 in July, up from 185 in
June. 

San Jose received, over the last
12 months, the least amount of
rain in its 128 years of record‐
keeping, tallying only 5.33 inches
from July 1 to June 30. Nearly 90
percent of California now is in ex‐
treme drought, according to the
U.S. Drought Monitor, a weekly
report issued by the U.S. Depart‐
ment of Agriculture.

Santa Clara County’s largest
reservoir, Anderson, was ordered
drained last year by federal offi‐
cials to rebuild the dam to im‐
prove earthquake safety, taking
away a needed water supply for
Silicon Valley.  

School district officials say
distance learning negatively
impacted many students
By Naomi Baron

R
achel Fletcher, a rising senior
at Homestead High School in
Cupertino, used to be organ‐

ized and on top of her work.
Then she lost motivation to com‐

plete assignments due to distance
learning during the pandemic. “It
was a struggle for me to get through
some of my classes,” Fletcher said,
adding that while she’s typically a
straight A and B student, she un‐
characteristically got a C in her
math class.

Fletcher is not alone, as trends of
overall poorer performance were
seen in high schools across the
country.  At Homestead, data pre‐
sented to the school board in Octo‐
ber showed an across‐the‐board in‐
crease in the number of D’s and F’s
on the first progress report of the
2020‐21 school year.

According to the nonprofit news
site EdSource, the number of stu‐
dents at Sequoia Union High School
District in San Mateo County receiv‐
ing more than one failed grade in‐
creased by 9% from the fall of 2019
to the fall of 2020. At Mount Diablo

Unified School District in Contra
Costa County, the percentage of stu‐
dents receiving more than one
failed grade increased from 19% to
31% over the past two school years.
In Los Angeles, the number of D’s
and F’s in high school increased by
8.7% this fall over the previous one.

Even if a student didn’t fail, they
may have seen their grade drop, as
Fletcher did. Rising junior Esha Nag
from Santa Clara High School re‐
ported such an experience.  “I do
think my grades were impacted by
the virtual format. Being in a class‐
room and socializing was every‐
thing I loved,” Nag said. Educators
say students who come from low so‐
cioeconomic backgrounds, whose
first language is not English or who
have learning disabilities were hit
the hardest by the virtual format.
”The kids that normally get more
support in the classroom weren’t
getting that same kind of support,”
Homestead High School Principal
Greg Giglio said.

Getting a failing grade increases
the likelihood of students dropping
out of school ‐research shows ninth‐
graders who receive one or two F’s
are much more likely to not gradu‐
ate or not go on to college.  Recog‐
nizing the difficult year many stu‐

dents experienced, Gov. Gavin New‐
som recently signed a bill that al‐
lows students to change any letter
grade to a pass or no‐pass. 

Assembly Bill 104 also allows stu‐
dents with mostly failing grades to
request to repeat the previous
school year. To help students gradu‐
ate, Homestead is offering to let stu‐
dents who received a passing grade
in the second semester of a class col‐
lect full credit for the year despite a
failed first semester grade. While
this doesn’t replace the failed grade,
it does help students get on track to
graduate with the credits they need.

“It was a pretty unfair year all
around for students. We thought it
was a fair opportunity to tell stu‐
dents, Don’t give up. Keep working
hard, you can get there,” Giglio said.
In San Jose, Latino College Prepara‐
tory Academy also changed its grad‐
ing policies.  If a student earns an A
or B during their second semester,
the school would change a first‐se‐
mester failed grade to a passing one.
Melissa Manoguerra , a teacher at
Latino College Preparatory Acade‐
my, said she had to change her
teaching style and grading practices
to help her students get through the
year.  “I was the kind of teacher who
was strict about deadlines,”

Manoguerra said.   “As distance
learning went on, I completely
threw out my policies about late
work.” Like Manoguerra, Bob Ansal‐
do, an English and journalism
teacher at Santa Clara High School,
said he struggled on Zoom to cover
the material fully.  “I couldn’t treat it
like an in‐person classroom, so I
covered less material and didn’t do
as much writing. The traditional
standards didn’t matter as much as
the emotional component.”  Ansal‐
do said he is worried how this year
might affect students upcoming
high school years.  “When the stu‐
dents came back, I had a couple of
students who didn’t even know how
to talk to people anymore,” Ansaldo
said. “Taking the great extent of
learning loss, how do we get some‐
body to not only just be social, but
now to effectively communicate
that in words and writing to com‐
plete the standards? I am a little
concerned.”

Editor’s note: This article is part of
the annual Mosaic Journalism Work‑
shop for Bay Area high school stu‑
dents, a two‑ week intensive course in
journalism. Students in the program
report and photograph real stories
under the guidance of professional
journalists.

Lower grades trending during pandemic
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Rental assistance is
available through the
City of San Jose

Emergency rental assistance is available
now to help qualified tenants avoid evic‐
tions in the City of San Jose. If you need as‐
sistance, you can apply now.

Qualified landlords can also receive as‐
sistance from the State of California if they
have lost rental income during the pan‐
demic. 

The Eviction Help Center is open Mon‐
day through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
the first floor of San José City Hall. Housing
Department staffers are available to assist
renters and landlords with the application
process for rental assistance from the State
of California as well as the Santa Clara
County Homelessness Prevention System. 

For more information, please call 408‐
975‐4480 or email RSP@sanjoseca.gov.

Sacred Heart Community
Service hosting its annual
Pack‑A‑Back drive

Sacred Heart Community Service
(SHCS) has begun its annual Pack‐A‐Back
giveaway with the goal of providing 3,800
students with the school supplies they
need to come back stronger for the 2021‐
2022 academic year. 

SHCS supports the community by giving
backpacks and school supplies to stu‐
dents in grades TK‐12. 

Sacred Heart Community Service has
been working with the San Jose Unified
school district to access the school sup‐
plies lists for each grade level, ensuring
that students have the right materials for
their first day of school. In addition to
helping local students get the supplies
they need, the Pack‐A‐Back program can
save families an average of $400 which
can be used on other recurring expenses
like rent or groceries.

Families
will not only
take home a
backpack
(and school
supplies) for
the new
school year, but Sacred Heart Community
Service is also inviting the community to
learn about other health/wellness re‐
sources. During Pack‐A‐Back SHCS will
host a resource fair where local service
providers will share information about
various programs and services available
to the community. 

The Pack‐A‐Back program is especially
important as our children return to in‐
person schooling and try to make up for
the learning loss that occurred during the
pandemic. Sacred Heart is relying on do‐
nations and volunteer efforts to meet its
goal of distributing backpacks to 3,800
children. 

For information on how to donate or
volunteer please visit: https://sacred‐
heartcs.org/pab 
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and Af-
firming Congregation, and
celebrate members of the
LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM,
with communion open to
all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-

tions, informative lec-
tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all
in a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.or
g or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always,
right after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, wor-
ship and giving to our lo-
cal community. We are
proud to be UCC, Open
and Affirming (O&A) and
welcome members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco

Night Ministry, Second
Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities Re-
sponding to End Poverty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00
AM followed by fellow-
ship and refreshments.
1st Sunday in Worship:
Holy Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of be-
lievers, a family of all
ages, where each mem-
ber feels welcomed,
loved, valued and em-
powered to serve. Chil-
dren are especially wel-
comed and cherished as
an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Congre-
gational Church of Almaden
Valley, UCC. The Episcopal
Church in Almaden offers
the following regular oppor-
tunities for worship: Sun-
day at 7:30AM and
10:45AM, Holy Commun-
ion service. Each Sunday
service is followed by a
coffee hour for friendship
and conversation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave, 
San Jose, CA 95148.
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine holy book that
guides Muslims to prac-
tice Islam. 
Please visit our website to
learn more. 
Jazāk Allāhu Khayran!

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning to-
gether.  Worship services
are at 10:00 AM at the Ho-
race Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship in-
cludes both contemporary
and traditional music, a
message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counseling,
and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every
Sunday at 11.00 am

Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond Av-
enue. You can reach the
school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 & 11:00
AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-
nity, promoting spiritual

growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We offer
children's religious edu-
cation (CREATE); Youth
Ministry (BLAST & X-
STATIC); Scripture Study
(day & evening); Se-
nior's Group and many
other adult ministries as
well. Saint Anthony
parish is located
in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and 1 - 4 p.m. For more
information, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or "stu-
dent." A Sikh is a practi-
tioner of the faith founded
in the 15th century by
Guru Nanak in Punjab of
old British India.  A Guru
who is a "teacher" or "en-
lightener" completes the
relationship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism is
monotheistic and stresses
the equality of all men and
women. Sikhs believe in
three basic principles;
meditating on the name of
God (praying), earning a
living by honest means
and sharing the fruits of
one's labor with others.
Currently there  are close
to one million Sikhs living
in the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs living
around the world. Sikhism
is the 5th largest religion
in the world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome all.
We pray daily for peace
and prosperity for every-
body in the world.  Come
to visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days
of the year and serves
complementary vegetari-
an meals.  We also en-
courage you to enter our
history room on site and
walk the beautiful

grounds. Learn more
about us and community
events we sponsor by vis-
iting our website;
http://www. SanJoseGur-
dwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com 
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an in-
clusive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as Dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ in
the footsteps of St. Fran-
cis, offering prayerful and
joyful liturgies; evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and serv-
ice opportunities to the
community. We offer spiri-
tual opportunities for all
ages, including children's
liturgy, dynamic E.C.H.O -
Jr. High, IGNITE - High
School and North Star -
Young Adult Ministries,
along with small faith
communities and opportu-
nities to help the poor and
marginalized of San Jose.
Our Preschool is the only
Catholic Preschool offer-
ing quality family oriented
service in the Evergreen
and Silver Creek areas.
Our Chapel, Gathering
Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
sion Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Garden
and Preschool are all lo-
cated at 5111 San Felipe
Rd. Please come join us
to worship at one of the
following times and loca-
tions: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may
grow and share our gifts
to help build God's Kingdom!
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Times Feature

San Jose Planning
Commission
gains equity with
more members

By Lorraine Gabbert
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

T
he San Jose Planning Commission
added four additional members in July
following community demand for di‐

versity and citywide representation. Rolando
Bonilla, chair of the commission, says the
change is needed and a long time coming.

“The city of San Jose, the largest city in the
Bay Area, needed to set an example of how to
properly govern,” Bonilla told San José Spot‐
light. “When you had a Planning Commission
that wasn’t taking every part of the city into
account, that was just not the right message.”

The sweeping changes to the planning
commission, one of San Jose’s most powerful
legislative bodies, came after San José Spot‐
light revealed how the panel lacked ethnic,
racial and geographic diversity. The Planning
Commission is an advisory body that over‐
sees development and advises lawmakers on
San Jose’s planning policies.

After facing widespread criticism in the
wake of the reporting, the City Council ap‐
proved expanding the 7‐member panel to 11
commissioners—one for each City Council
district and an additional citywide seat. The
plan altered the city charter and required ap‐
proval by voters. Voters passed Measure G
which permitted the expansion of the com‐
mission last November. City leaders suggest‐
ed the changes to help give underrepresent‐
ed communities a voice.

The new commissioners include Maribel
Montanez representing District 4, Sylvia Or‐
nelas‐Wise for District 7 and Michael Young
for District 9. Charles “Chuck” Cantrell is the
citywide commissioner. Cantrell previously
served as a board member of the Committee
for Green Foothills and worked at a commu‐
nity development agency in St. Louis. He told
San José Spotlight that expanding the num‐
ber of seats provides for better equity. “You
can’t have a Planning Commission that
makes plans for communities where they
have no involvement and no real say,” Can‐
trell said. “What’s great about having additional
commissioners is that we’re going to get a
broader point of view from all areas of the city.”

Cantrell said he’s interested in facilitating
balanced growth and sees an opportunity on
the Planning Commission to “work together
to create a community for everyone.” “I want

to make sure when development happens,
legacy communities get to bring their
thoughts to the table, enhance the process
and benefit from the growth as well,” he said.
“Building a condo is good for the developer
and probably the people who buy the con‐
dos, but not necessarily that great for people
who have to vacate businesses and resi‐
dences.”

Young first moved to the city in 1985 and
applied to join the Planning Commission be‐
cause of his interest in public service. He pre‐
viously worked as a fire marshal in Campbell
and Mountain View before retiring as a fire
chief in 2008. He also worked on the Neigh‐
borhoods Commission and District 9 Leader‐
ship Group.  “As a fire marshal, you get in‐
volved in land development and land use, so
I have a good background in that,” he told
San José Spotlight. “The time I spent on the
Neighborhoods Commission was invaluable
in helping me understand the issues that are
important to the residents and the city.”

Young said the additional commissioners
will provide a broader point of view from all
areas of the city. Bonilla welcomes the in‐
crease in commissioners and said a small
group of people led the conversation for far
too long. “We are folks that members of the
community can connect with as their bridge
to City Hall,” he said. “It’s about creating a
pathway for members of our community to
be civically engaged, to contribute in the
shaping of the city.”

Ornelas‐Wise wanted to join the Planning
Commission to make a difference in her com‐
munity, according to her application. She did
not respond to a request for comment.  As a
professional planner for Santa Clara County,
Ornelas‐Wise managed, processed and facil‐
itated complex land use applications. Born
and raised in San Jose, Ornelas‐Wise said on
her application that the commission should
address homeless prevention, affordable
housing and smart growth.

Montanez, a development director for
Gardner Health Services, previously served
on Silicon Valley Leadership Group’s Racial
Justice and Equity Task Force and as mayor
of San Fernando. She said on her application
that she adds diversity to the commission as
a woman of color and brings perspective as a
resident of the North San Jose and Alviso
communities. She did not respond to a re‐
quest for comment.  Her biggest concern is
equity. “We must address land use policies
that are inherently discriminatory,” she
wrote on her application, “and create poli‐
cies that limit the displacement of hard‐
working people and communities of color
whose services are needed for the city to
thrive.”

To increase diversity and representation, the San Jose Planning Commission added four new members.
Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.
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Assembly Bill 104 passes 
due to pandemic 

U
nder California Assembly Bill 104, a
parent, guardian (or Educational
Rights Holder), or student (18 years

old) may request the school district to
change a letter grade to Pass (P) / No Pass
(NP) on the transcript for grades received
during the 2020‐21 school year. 

There is no limit to the number or type of
courses eligible for the grade change and
the grade change shall not negatively im‐
pact the student’s grade point average
(GPA). AB 104 also provides a parent,
guardian (or Educational Rights Holder)
the right to request a meeting with school
personnel to discuss retention if the stu‐
dent received deficient grades for at least
half of their coursework.

Deadline to submit the Grade Change Re‐
quest Form for the East Side Union High
School District is August 15, 2021. 

The following link bit.ly/ESUHSD‐
GradeChange can be used to access the
Grade Change Request Form or use the en‐
closed grade change request form to indi‐
cate the courses for which you are request‐
ing the grade changes. 

Fill in all fields, sign the form, and submit
via email at educationalservices@es‐
uhsd.org. You can also hand‐deliver it to

your student’s school of enrollment or the
district office. You can find your student’s
2020‐21 grades in the mailer that has been
sent out or by contacting your school site.

Electronic Access of Grade Change Re‐
quest:

If the letter grade earned during the
2020‐21 school year is A, B, C or D, you can
request to change it to Pass (P). If the grade
was an F, you can request it be changed to
No Pass (NP).

As per AB 104, the change cannot nega‐
tively impact a student's GPA. When an “F”
is converted to a “No Pass,” the zero points
are no longer factored into the GPA. Chang‐
ing a “D” or even a “C” letter grade to a
“Pass” may increase a student’s GPA, de‐
pending on the GPA the student had prior
to the grade change. No grade changes will
be made that lower a student’s GPA. 

As per AB 104, enclosed you will find the
list of colleges and universities who will ac‐
cept, for the 2020–21 through 2023–24
school year, for admission purposes, a
transcript with a Pass or No Pass grade in‐
stead of a letter grade for an applicant pur‐
suant to Education Code Section
49066.5(b).

The grade changes will be made in the
student’s transcript and you will receive
notification of the grade change within 15
days of the request.

Opportunity for student letter grades
to be changed to pass/no pass 
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‘Be a threat at the net’
By Ken DeHart

H
ere is a checklist of 10 tips
from which to choose on
how to prepare for your

next tennis match. Select the tips
that best suit your mental ap‐
proach to tennis competition:

1. Visualize how you play and how you
will use your personal tennis or mental
strengths and not so much focus on the
ranking or reputation of your opponent.
Play out the match in your mind so the
solutions are unconsciously competent.

2. Have a routine for getting ready on
game day; equipment ready, drinks, and
lucky clothes ready. Listen to your fa‐
vorite psych‐up music like the pros do.

3. Repetition is the mother of skills.
Drills and practice can be boring but you
are trying to transfer your skills in an un‐
conscious competent level where you do
not have to think to use them in competi‐
tive situations.

4. Want to go to the ball instead of wait‐
ing for the ball to come to you?  Be ag‐
gressive at the net, want the ball in dou‐
bles. Even if you miss, you plant a seed of
doubt in your opponent’s mind that you
might be a threat at the net.

5. Pick a partner that you like being on
the court and one that you can solve chal‐
lenges together. Talk between points to
strategize and keep each other psyched
for the next point.

6. Practice the two most important
shots in the game ‐ serve and return more
than ground strokes and volleys.  At least
70% of all the shots you play in a match
will be a serve or return ‐ only 30% will
be ground strokes, volleys or overheads ‐
at every level of play.

7. Move your feet to get into position.
Your strokes depend on you being in the
best position to best be able to execute
your shots.

8. Don’t miss your first serve ‐ the op‐
ponent never knows how big you will hit
the first serve ‐ they know and so do you
that your second serve will be slower.  As
a server you will feel all the pressure to
get the ball in play if you miss your first
serve.   Your net player is less likely to

poach off a weaker second serve,
rendering them useless at the net.

9. Play with using your eyes.
Choose a target on serve or re‐
turn. Commit to focusing on see‐
ing the ball. Knowing where the
ball is and how fast it is coming
will tell you where to move, when

to swing and keep you in the moment.
When your eyes leave the ball, feet stop
and follow through decelerates.  The best
players can keep their eyes still at con‐
tact.  You may not be able to see the actu‐
al ball ‐ just don’t let your eyes move
away as you swing. (i.e., see Roger Feder‐
er and the pros manage their eyes thru
contact.)

10. Have fun and PLAY often.  It is a
game after all. The more you play the
more experiences you have about how to
handle a variety of situations. Make new
friends, commune with old friends and
love the game.

Ken DeHart, USA High Performance
Coach, serves as Director of Racquets,
Alpine Hills Tennis & Swimming Club. He is
a PTR Hall of Fame, PTR International
Master Professional, and USPTA Master
Professional. You may contact Ken at
408.892.3806; or email: kendehart@
aol.com; ken@alpinehills.us.

TENNIS TIPS

10 tips on how to prepare
for a tennis match

Times Feature
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By Apoorva Panidapu
Special to the Times

H
i everyone! As a recap:
this column, Gems in
STEM, is a place to learn

about various STEM topics that
I find exciting, and that I hope
will excite you too. This column
will always be written to be
fairly accessible, so you don’t
have to worry about not having
background knowledge. How‐
ever, it does occasionally get
more advanced towards the
end.

Last time, I left you
all on a bit of a cliff‐
hanger (totally my
bad) — we had defined
the basic tools of
spherical geometry
(i.e. great circles), but didn’t answer some
other questions about other objects on
spheres! For example, if there are no
straight lines in this geometry, what hap‐
pens to angles? Or shapes? (Note: If you’re
not sure what spherical geometry is about,
I recommend you first read my last article
which introduces everything we work
with here!)

First, a warning: FLAT‐EARTHERS BE‐
WARE, THE FOLLOWING (SCIENTIFICAL‐
LY ACCURATE) INFORMATION MAY BE
UPSETTING. 

Now, let’s start with the first question:
angles. In traditional (Euclidean) geome‐
try, an angle is defined by the space be‐
tween two intersecting straight lines. In
spherical geometry, the concept of straight
lines is replaced by great circles. So, as ex‐
pected, an angle between two lines in
spherical geometry is defined by the corre‐
sponding great circles; specifically, it is the
angle between the planes of the great cir‐
cles. For example, the angle between the
two great circles in the below diagram is θ.

Now that we know what angles are, we
are able to tackle something a little more
difficult: spherical trigonometry, an area
of spherical geometry that is concerned
with how trig functions on spherical poly‐
gons (shapes) relate to great circles. To
keep things simple, we’re not going to
delve too deeply into this subject (other‐
wise this article would get real ugly, real

fast). However, we can talk
about the simplest shape: the
triangle! 

We’re all familiar with what a
triangle in Euclidean geometry
is (a shape with three straight
sides and three angles). Uh oh,
we now know that straight
sides and angles are a little dif‐
ferent in this geometry, so we
have to adjust accordingly! A
spherical triangle is the area
enclosed by the intersection of
the arcs of three great circles
on a sphere’s surface. As al‐

ways, here’s a picture to help us under‐
stand this definition better!

We have a concept of angles and trian‐
gles in spherical geometry, so now let’s try
and relate them! First, what do we know
about the relationship between angles and
triangles in Euclidean geometry? Well,
there’s of course many things to be said,
but one of the most important ideas is the
fact that the three interior angles of a tri‐
angle in Euclidean geometry add up to
180°.

Then we can ask the natural question:
does the same relationship hold true in
spherical geometry? Before we answer
this, I encourage you to take a guess! Try
and justify why you think your guess is
correct. 

Spoiler alert: the answer is no. BOOOOO.
Wouldn’t that have been convenient? Un‐
surprisingly, things are a little more com‐
plicated. In fact, a spherical triangle has an‐
gles that add up to strictly more than 180°
and less than 540°. Don’t believe me? Yeah, I
don’t blame you. Below’s an example to
prove I’m not a liar.     (Continued, page 16)

Angling for vacation 
with Spherical Geometry

Gems in
STEM

By Apoorva
Panidapu
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Times Local News

Scammers target
cash-strapped renters

By Steve McFarland
President & CEO, Better Business Bureau

T
he Biden Administration may have ex‐
tended the eviction moratorium through
October 3, but that doesn’t mean scam‐

mers have postponed their tricks. 
Con artists often take advantage of the confu‐

sion and stress surrounding major events. With
millions in the United States behind on their
rent, the moratorium’s end is a perfect hook.  

How the Scam Works
As the eviction moratorium winds down,

watch out for scammers offering loans, ped‐
dling credit repair services, or promoting govern‐
ment programs. These cons are a way to trick
desperate people out of money they don’t have.  

For example, during the COVID‐19 pandem‐
ic, BBB Scam Tracker has seen numerous re‐
ports of phony “pandemic relief” grants or gov‐
ernment programs that allegedly provide fund‐
ing to people impacted by the pandemic. Once
you “qualify for the grant,” the scammer will
ask you to pay a processing or delivery fee to re‐
ceive your funds. Of course, the grant doesn’t
exist, and if you pay upfron, you just gave mon‐
ey to scammers.  

Advance fee loans, debt relief, and credit re‐
pair scams work in a similar way. They promise
a loan – or to repair your credit – for an upfront
fee. No matter how much you may need it, don’t
be tempted by “guaranteed loans” or impossi‐
ble services, such as removing late payments or
a bankruptcy, from your credit report.

This recent BBB Scam Tracker report de‐
scribes a situation more people will likely en‐
counter as the eviction moratorium nears. “I'd
been in a desperate financial situation for a few
weeks now, so I had been looking for loans and
being denied left and right,” the scam victim
told BBB. The victim received a call from a loan
provider, saying their loan application had fi‐
nally been accepted. There was just one catch:
before the company could release the money,

the borrow had to increase their credit score.
Fortunately, this company had a way to help.
“The way they would do that is they would send
money to my account and then all I would have
to do is send it back and that would boost my
score.” Of course, the scammers never actually
transfered the money. When the victim "sent
back" the funds, they transferred $1,000 into the
hands of scammers and over‐drafted their account. 

How to protect yourself from this scam
• Double check any government program be‐

fore you sign up. If an organization is offering
you a grant or relief funds, get to know them be‐
fore you agree to anything. Take a close look at
their website and read reviews. If you think you
might be dealing with an impostor, find the offi‐
cial contact information and call the company
to make sure the offer is legitimate.

• Be wary of out‐of‐the‐blue calls, emails or
text message claiming to be from the govern‐
ment. In general, the government will not con‐
tact you using these methods, unless you grant‐
ed permission.

• Do not pay any money for a "free" govern‐
ment grant or program. It is not really free if
there is a fee involved. A real government
agency will not ask for an advanced processing
fee. Instead, find out if the grant is legitimate by
checking grants.gov.

• Advance fees are a concern. Not all busi‐
nesses promising to help you repair bad credit
are scams, but if you are asked to pay in ad‐
vance, that’s a big red flag. In both the U.S. and
Canada, credit repair and debt relief companies
can only collect their fee after they perform the
services promised.

• Avoid guarantees and unusual payment
methods. Real lenders never guarantee a loan
in advance. They will check your credit score
and other documents before providing an in‐
terest rate and/or loan amount and will not ask
you to pay an upfront fee. Fees are never paid
via gift cards, CashApp, or prepaid debit card.
Unusual payment methods and payments to an
individual are a big tip off.

If you’ve spotted a scam, report it to:
BBB.org/ScamTracker. Your report can help
others avoid falling victim to scams. 

A
nanda Bhairavi is one of many ragam
(songs) that’s considered a source of
joy to listeners

If you listen or learn Indian Carnatic mu‐
sic, you would have come across a compo‐
sition in the ragam Ananda Bhairavi.  A
ragam is a scale with a unique pattern of
notes going up and down. This is the basis
of Carnatic music and compositions which
follow a specific ragam.

There are 72 Melakartha ragams mean‐
ing they have seven notes ascending and
descending. Janya ragams are derived
from these and can have less than seven
notes ascending or descending. Different
ragams are said to invoke various feelings
in the listener.

Ananda Bhairavi is a Janya ragam. Some
say it’s a Janya ragam of Natabhairavi and
others say it is from
Karaharapriya. In an
article about this
ragam by musician
Smt. Anuradha Ma‐
hesh, she states that
it originates from
folk traditions in
Southern India. It
contains one anya
swaram or foreign
note which some
musicians include.

Its scale, or arohanam and avarohanam
and the anya swaram are in the images. 

The European note “C” can be used as the
starting note or shadjam (Sa) in the pic‐
tures. This ragam invokes happiness in the
listener. It is a very melodically focused
ragam and shows its full beauty when per‐
formed slowly. Therefore, many times you
will hear similar patterns and combina‐
tions. Whenever I listen to Ananda
Bhairavi, it soothes me. I can forget all my
worries and feel happy. Some popular
compositions are O Jagadamba, Mari Vere
Gati and Paluke Bangara Mayena. Next
time you feel unhappy or stressed out, lis‐
ten to Ananda Bhairavi and it will definite‐
ly lift your spirits!  You can find ragam mu‐
sic on YouTube.  Just search bar some of the
compositions below.

This is the arohanam of Ananda Bhairavi.

This is the avarohanam of Ananda Bhairavi.

Carnatic music melody has special 
power to elicit feelings of happiness 
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Your Realtor ad 
above: just $89!

Call now to place your ad 
by phone: 

(408) 494-7000

THERESE 
SWAN

tswan@tswan.com
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

DRE:  01355719

(408) 656-8240

N. JEANETTE CAMPA
BROKER

408-661-0203 
www.jabez-realty.com

jeanette@jabez-realty.com
Cal BRE 01327014

JACKIE 
JONES

jjones@cbnorcal.com

(408) 315-6186 
JackieJonesSells.com

MARK & MADELINE
CHIAVETTA

(408) 425-2848
www.thechiavettas.com
info@thechiavettas.com

Times Feature

SHAWN ANSARI
& SAHAR BINESH

(408) 529-4574
shawn.ansari@compass.com

(408) 348-9197
sahar.binesh@compass.com

Gems in STEM
Continued from page 14

This spherical triangle has three right
angles, meaning its angles add up to 270°.
The reason the sum of the three angles of a
spherical triangle is always more than
180° is because a sphere is a curved sur‐
face.

But, why do we care about spherical tri‐
angles? Did people just get bored and start
drawing shapes on a globe? Nope! As a
throwback to the last article, spherical tri‐

angles can be used to calculate the short‐
est‐distance route between two points on
the globe. (Thank you, spherical triangles,
for helping us get to our vacations as fast
as possible!) This method is
known as the solution of (spheri‐
cal) triangles. In particular, given
two sides, b and c, of a spherical
triangle, the third side a satisfies:
cos(a) = cos(b)*cos(c) +
sin(b)*sin(c)*cos(A), where A is
the angle between b and c.  The exact de‐
tails go beyond the scope of this article,

but if you’re curious, I encourage you to
look it up!

Another fun fact that I can’t prove to you
here (but that I hope will still intrigue you)

is that the area of a spherical tri‐
angle is proportional to its angle
sum minus 180°. Huh?! Isn’t that
crazy? Unfortunately, because
I’m evil, I will not be elaborating
(but, again, search it up if you are
interested!). This fact means that

any two triangles with the same angle sum
have equal areas. It also implies that any

two triangles with corresponding congru‐
ent angles are congruent, meaning that
similar triangles don’t exist in spherical
geometry! Crazy stuff. 

Finally, before you go, do you like spher‐
ical geometry? Because you can take me
on vacation anytime ;) (but only if you’re
vaccinated).

Until next time! If you found this interest‑
ing, make sure to check out the next col‑
umn! If you have any questions or com‑
ments, please email me at apoorvap‑
writes@gmail.com.

DEE RAMIREZ
Realtor Lic. #00683945

(408) 440-7617
Dee@DeeRamirez.com
www.DeeRamirez.com



W
hether it’s your
child’s first day
of kindergarten

or the start of middle
school, back‐to‐school
season can bring a range
of feelings – from worry
to excitement – for the
entire family. This year
may be more emotional
as many families spent
the better part of the
past two school years at
home due to the COVID‐
19 pandemic.

“It’s important to remember that even
in the best of times, it’s normal for chil‐
dren to express feelings of sadness, iso‐
lation or stress,” said Tyreca Elliott, from
KinderCare Learning Centers’ inclusion
services team. “Learning how to address
those feelings helps us build self‐confi‐
dence, resilience and independence.
What’s important is the way adults re‐
spond to children’s stress. Offering com‐
fort, reassurance and assisting with
problem solving will help children learn
and grow from stress in a positive way.”

As an added bonus, Elliott said many of
the most effective ways to help children
learn to navigate their feelings work just
as well with adults. Consider these three
tips to help your children (and yourself)
manage emotions during the transition
back to school.

Plan ahead: The fear of the unknown
can be stressful. Children who aren’t
able to clearly articulate their feelings
likely won’t be able to make the connec‐
tion between new, uncertain situations –
like going to school and being around
other people – and their feelings. Instead
they may become overwhelmed by emo‐
tions, which might look like more melt‐
downs, clinginess or a variety of other
behaviors. Talk with your children about
how they feel about going back to school
ahead of the first day of class. Ask ques‐
tions to help them determine why they
feel particular feelings when they think
about school then work together to solve
potential issues. That could mean find‐
ing a way to meet your children’s teach‐
ers ahead of time, whether virtually or
in‐person, or practicing introducing
themselves to classmates. 

Build a consistent routine: Routines
can give children (and adults) a sense of
security and structure, which in turn
make it easier to cope with big emotions
like stress and anxiety. Try to stay con‐
sistent, and if you need to make adjust‐
ments, talk them through with your chil‐
dren. Be sure to mention key milestones
instead of times, particularly if they can’t
tell time yet. Make sure your children
have opportunities to ask questions
about any changes to routines. They may
need reassurance before they’re ready
to face something new. 

Create special family moments: As im‐
portant as routine is, it’s just as impor‐

tant to prioritize quality time together.
That could mean a vacation or some‐
thing as simple as Saturday bike rides or
Sunday morning pancakes. Plan a family
outing or special time together to cele‐
brate completing the first week of
school. Family rituals and celebrations
can give children and adults something
to look forward to. Quality time together
also helps families build resiliency. 

(Family Features)
For more tips to navigate back‐to‐

school season, visit kindercare.com.  
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How to navigate family feelings about returning to school
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Films
Continued from page 1
Castillo (attending University of the Pacif‐
ic)

"Trapped in the Tank" by Dominic Tra‐
pani (attending San Jose State University)

All four films are now an Official Selec‐
tion and will be screened at the 2021 All
American High School Film Festival on Oc‐
tober 9‐10 at Times Square in New York
City. Each year, the Festival   receives thou‐
sands of films submitted by student film‐
makers from around the world.  

“This past year of distance learning was
challenging for both myself and my stu‐
dents,” said William Cavada, Mt. Pleasant
High School Multimedia Arts Teacher and
Program Director. “But even through the
pandemic, these amazing students created

their own films while at home. And now the
validation of their work by being selected
in the All American Film Festival is a testa‐
ment to the power of giving students a plat‐
form and a space to express themselves.
These students in the end are giving all of
us a beautiful gift, their stories.”

As Official Selections, each of the four
films is eligible to be nominated for an
award. All award nominees and winners
will be announced at the Teen Indie Awards
on October 10th at The Kings Theater in
New York. 

“This is exciting, to have our East Side
students recognized at the national level
for their creative work as young film mak‐
ers!” said J. Manuel Herrera, ESUHSD Board
of Trustees Vice President. “Anyone of
them could turn out to be the next celebrat‐
ed American filmmaker in the years ahead!”

A scene from "Trapped in the Tank" by Dominic Trapani.
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1286 Chateau Drive- $2,575,000 1080 Micro Court - $2,520,000 6603 Mount Royal Drive - $2,155,000 1299 Swinging Gate Court - $2,625,000

6857 Castlerock Drive - $2,900,000 1270 Echo Ridge Court - $1,785,000* rep-
resented buyer

6933 Castlerock Drive - $2,650,000 854 Bucks Lake Court - $582,000* 
represented both buyer and seller

1299 Littman Drive - $2,625,000* 
represented buyer

6598 Crystal Springs Drive - $2,520,000*
represented both buyer and seller

1194 Chateau Drive - $2,425,000* 
represented buyer

1172 Grimley Lane - $2,800,000
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Whether it’s with a phone call, planning
for the future or by placing an order,
please support our advertisers! They
make the Evergreen Times possible!

Aborn Pet Clinic
ADT

Almaden Law
Church on the Rock

Compass Real Estate - Shawn Ansari
Dee Ramirez Realty Team

EQ1 Real Estate
Evergreen School District
Evergreen Valley College

Grace Church
Jackie Jones - Coldwell Banker

Kindercare
Mr. Peabody’s

N. Jeanette Campa - Jabez Realty
Nothing Bundt Cakes

Oakmont of Evergreen
Silver Creek Academy

SOS Auto Repair
Tasty Pizza
The 5 Social

Valley Transportation Agency
Valley Water

Times Cover Story

School
Continued from page 1
(AB) 130 into law requiring California
School Districts to offer a long‐term inde‐
pendent study option to students and
families to be made available to students
whose health would be put at risk by in‐
person instruction, as determined by the
parent or guardian. 

The Evergreen School District is offer‐
ing three options for parents who would
like to enroll their child in an Independ‐
ent Study program during the 2021‐22
school year: the Remote Learning Pro‐
gram (Grades K‐8), Virtual Pathways
(Homeschooling program for Grades 1‐
8), and Pods4Learning (Homeschooling
program for Transitional Kindergarten
and Kindergarten).  

Parents or guardians may select an in‐
structional program that best suits their
child’s needs. On August 4, the district
held an information meeting for families
that were interested in enrolling their
child in the Remote Learning Program for
the 2021‐22 school year.  However,
AB130 allows for students to enroll in
and disenroll from this program at any
point during the school year.  Interested
families can find more information on the
district’s website at eesd.org/news‐
events/newsroom/details/~board/dis‐
trict‐news/post/learning‐options‐par‐
ent‐meeting.  This webpage includes a

video of the information meeting, the
process for disenrollment and re‐enroll‐
ment, parent’s rights to request a parent‐
teacher conference prior to enrollment to
review the academic program delivery,
synchronous and asynchronous instruc‐
tion, student support, enrollment
process, transitioning to in‐person in‐
struction, and specific academic expecta‐
tions. Students with IEPs must have Inde‐
pendent Study included in their IEP to be
enrolled in the remote independent study
program.  

Families that are interested in enrolling
their child in Virtual Pathways or
Pods4Learning can visit eesd.org/depart‐
ments/educational‐services/academics‐
and‐curriculum/homeschooling. For
families that would like to enroll their
child in Evergreen School District’s TK‐8
schools, please visit eesd.org/district/en‐
rollment/how‐to‐enroll.

For parents/caregivers considering
these options, it is important to note that
if they would like to enroll their child in
one of the district’s schools after school
begins on August 18, they will not be
guaranteed a spot at the school in their
attendance area.  The district will place
students at schools where there is room
in that student’s grade.  

Families interested in enrolling their
child in the Remote Learning Program
can contact Derrick Watkins at
dwatkins@eesd.org. 
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Lead Agency/Project Proponent: San José Evergreen
Community College District (SJECCD/District) 

Project Description: The SJECCD has prepared a draft en‐
vironmental impact report (Draft EIR) on the proposed Vi‐
sion 2030 Evergreen Valley College Facilities Master Plan
(EVC FMP).  The SJECCD proposes to construct and imple‐
ment the EVC FMP, which would include renovations
throughout the EVC campus, construction of new struc‐
tures, demolition of certain structures, and upgrades to ex‐
isting transportation and circulation facilities. A detailed
project description is included in the Draft EIR referenced
in this notice.

Project Location:  The project site is located at:

Evergreen Valley College
3095 Yerba Buena Road
San José, CA 95128

The EVC campus is located in an urban setting and is sur‐
rounded by a variety of land uses, including residential uses
and Falls Creek Park to the north; residential uses, Ever‐
green Park, and a church to the south; Montgomery Hill
Park and undeveloped lands to the east; and residential
uses and an assisted‐living facility to the west.

Environmental Effects and the Scope of the EIR: This
Draft EIR describes the project and identifies any potential‐

ly significant project‐specific or cumulative environmental
effects, and any mitigation measures that may avoid or mit‐
igate the identified effects, if any, to a less‐than‐significant
level. The Draft EIR examines the following topics for po‐
tentially significant impacts:

•  Air Quality
•  Energy
•  Greenhouse Gas Emissions
•  Noise
•  Transportation
•  Utilities and Service Systems

The Draft EIR finds that the proposed project would not re‐
sult in any significant and unavoidable project‐level or cu‐
mulative effects. In addition, the EIR describes and evalu‐
ates project alternatives that may reduce or avoid any iden‐
tified significant adverse impacts of the project. 

Notice: Notice is hereby given that the SJECCD, acting as
Lead Agency under the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA), has prepared a Draft EIR for the EVC FMP.  The
Draft EIR is available for review online on the SJECCD web‐
site at: http://cboc.sjebond.com/program‐documents/. 

CEQA requires this notice to disclose whether any listed
toxic sites enumerated in Section 65962.5 of the California
Government Code are present at the project location. The
project site is not listed on these toxic site databases.  

Written comments regarding the issues covered in the
Draft EIR are invited. The public review period for this Draft
EIR begins on August 13, 2021 and ends on September 27,
2021. Written comments must be received at the SJECCD by
5:00 p.m. on September 27, 2021 (see address below). 

SJECCD will also hold a Draft EIR Public Hearing on Septem‐
ber 16, 2021 beginning at 5:00 pm to receive public com‐
ments on the adequacy and accuracy of the information
presented in the Draft EIR. Due to the COVID‐19 pandemic,
the Draft EIR Public Hearing will be conducted via Zoom.
Please join virtually from your PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or An‐
droid devices: 
https://sjeccd‐edu.zoom.us/j/97853792742 

Address Where Written Comments May be Sent: Writ‐
ten comments concerning the EIR for the proposed project
should be directed to the SJECCD at the following address
by the end of the public review period, Monday, September
27, 2021, at 5:00 p.m. Submit comments by U.S. Mail or E‐
mail to:

Terrance DeGray, Associate Vice Chancellor, Physical Plant
Development and Operations

San José Evergreen Community College District
40 S. Market Street
San José, CA  95113

Email:  Terrance.DeGray@sjeccd.edu
Telephone: (408) 274‐6401

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
Evergreen Valley College Facilities Master Plan

To:  Public Agencies and Concerned 
Citizens/Interested Parties

From: San José Evergreen Community College District
40 S. Market Street, San José, CA  95113
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some
supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the

school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 
combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 

Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 
Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:

info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

Kitchen/Bath

Jewelry

Times Classifieds Work!
Place your ad 

by phone: 
Call (408) 494-7000

Clocks

Notice

Notice of 
Nondiscriminatory 

Policy as to Students
The Agape Schools admit students of

any race, color, national and ethnic origin
to all the rights, privileges, programs, and
activities generally accorded or made
available to students at the school. It does
not discriminate on the basis of race, col‐
or, national and ethnic origin in adminis‐
tration of its educational policies, admis‐
sions policies, scholarship and loan pro‐
grams, and athletic and other school ad‐
ministered programs.

SJMN#6547945; January 28, 2021

Advertise here! (408) 494-7000

TimesClassifieds

Employment

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Premium Chan-
nels at No Charge for One Year! Any-
time, anywhere. Some restrictions ap-
ply. W/ 24-mo. agmt TV price higher
in 2nd year. Regional Sports Fee up to
$8.49/mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS
1-408-688-5490

The bathroom of your dreams for as
little as $149/month! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options available. Qual-
ity materials & professional installa-
tion. Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE
virtual in-home consultation now and
SAVE 15%! Call Today! 1-844-988-
1663

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-
1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Sales Director
Direct sales processes for LED technology products. MBA required. 

Seoul Semiconductor, Inc. 
1762 Technology Dr #227, San Jose, CA 95110

IT Manager
Sify Technologies North America Corporation/Sify NA seeks IT

Manager – Instructional Design in Santa Clara, CA. Prepare a range of
cost proposals with appropriate complexity in response to specific solicitation

requirements and relevant regulations. Work on multiple
proposal efforts concurrently toward achievement of a fully compliant

and competitive cost proposal. Work from home may be an option. May
need to relocate/travel to unanticipated client sites. Please send your
Cover Sheet and Resume to 5201 Great America Parkway Suite 132, 

1st Floor, Santa Clara, CA 95054. Attn: Katta Reddy

Notices
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