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Boating course offered
Safe boating is fun boating. It is 

every boater’s responsibility to know 
the rules of boating. The new require-
ment to use a “kill switch” when oper-
ating a boat under 26 feet went into 
effect this year.  Engine kill switches 
considerably prevent runaway boat in-
cidents and the deadly threats they 
pose.  Learn more by taking the Mary-
land Safe Boating Course.  The United 
States Coast Guard Auxiliary is offer-
ing a course September 7, 8 and 9 at 
the Ocean Pines library.  The classes 
start at 6 p.m. and end at 9 p.m. 

The Maryland Boating Safety Edu-
cation Act requires that anyone born 
after July 1, 1972 must possess a Mary-

land Basic Boating Safety Certificate to 
operate a boat in the state of Mary-
land.  Those attending the class, and 
passing the test will receive a Mary-
land Boating Certificate which is NAS-
BLA approved and valid in all states.   

A fee of $20.00 covers the cost of 
the course and materials.   Checks 
should be made payable to: “USG-
CAUX 12-05“  and mailed to: 
USCGAUX 12-05, PO Box 1682, 
Berlin, MD 21811. Payment via Pay-
PAL is also accepted. For more infor-
mation or to register please contact 
Barry Cohen at 410-935-4807 or E-
mail CGAUXOC@Gmail.com.

Freelance features  
writers sought. 

 
Interested? 

 
Email 

chipbertino@ 
delmarvacourier.com 

Lack of quorum halts OPA annual meeting   
For the third straight year, an official Ocean Pines Association Annual Meet-

ing was not held because of the lack of a quorum.    
Just after introductions on Saturday morning, Recreation and Parks Direc-

tor Debbie Donahue presented the Sam Wilkinson Award to Worcester County 
Veterans Memorial Foundation President Marie Gilmore.  

Following that, Association President Larry Perrone said a quorum was not 
reached and called for adjournment.   

Slides from the annual President’s report, GM report, finance report and au-
ditor’s report may be viewed online: www.oceanpines.org/docu-
ments/10184/1507079/2021+Annual+Meeting+Presentation.pdf.  

Holding the ceremonial check showing contributions for FY 2020-2021 are Post 166 of-
ficers (L-R) Bo Spicer, chair, donations committee, George Barstis, treasurer and Tom 
Wengert, commander.

American Legion Post 166 closed 
out its fiscal year that ended June 30 
with donations to charitable and com-
munity organizations totaling 
$176,000, despite having limited ca-
pacity for part of the year because of 
COVID restrictions. This amount was 
made possible from slot machine pro-
ceeds generated at the Post. The total 
disbursed was greater than donations 
made in each of the previous two fiscal 
years.  

Groups receiving donations during 
the fiscal year included first responder 
and paramedic organizations such as 
volunteer fire departments in Ocean 
City and surrounding communities. 
Registered charities throughout the re-
gion and Maryland received funds, as 
did church programs to help the 

needy. As befitting a veterans organi-
zation, numerous veterans groups re-
ceived donations. Cultural and 
environmental organizations also were 
on the receiving end of donations from 
the Post. 

In addition to the state mandated 
requirement to donate 50 percent of 
slot machine proceeds for the fiscal 
year to charitable organizations, the 
Post makes other donations through-
out the community. The Post supports 
Boy and Girl Scout troop activities and 
projects, provides scholarships to de-
serving students pursuing higher edu-
cation, provides aid to troubled 
veterans, and support to active duty 
and reserve units deployed throughout 
the world.     

Legion donations  
surpass past years
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Local volunteers this week wrapped up a hugely 
successful donation drive to help U.S. soldiers serv-
ing overseas.  

Organizer Barbara Peletier said longtime Ocean 
Pines resident Anna Foultz was the inspiration for 
the collection. Foultz, who passed away last year, 
started the drive with her husband, Carl, and their 
Star Charities nonprofit.  

This year, a small group of volunteers set up in 
the Ocean Pines Community Center parking lot and 
gathered items 
over four 
Wednesdays in 
October. Dona-
tions included 
toiletries and 
n o n p e r i s h a b l e  
food, cards and 
books, and many 
other items.  

Volunteers worked with Salisbury-based non-
profit Operation We Care, which will package and 
ship the goods in time for a holiday delivery to U.S. 
soldiers abroad.  

Peletier penned the following thank-you note to 
the local community: 

“Thanks to the generous people of Ocean Pines 
and Ocean City, we were able to keep alive Anna’s 
dream of supporting our deployed military during 
the Holidays. With the assistance of Larry Walton 
(AARP) and Candy Foreman (Kiwanis), Operation 
We Care was a huge success. 

“Also assisting was Sharon Hilty, who collected 
donations in Ocean City in remembrance of her son, 
Sfc. John-David Hilty. 

“All donations will be boxed and shipped in time 
for the holidays. If Anna was with us, she would say 
‘thank you and God bless.’” 

In total, Peletier said volunteers collected five 
carloads of donations, including a big final day on 
Oct. 28.  

“We did great,” she said. “They will need two 
SUVs to carry what was collected [on the last day].” 

Peletier said the plan is to continue the collection 
next year, again with help from Walton, a U.S. Army 
veteran who served in Vietnam. 

“I am planning to collect again next October, and 
Larry has agreed to have AARP sponsor the event,” 
she said. “We will do [the drive] on four Wednesdays 
in October.” 

For more information or to donate to Operation 
We Care, visit www.operationwecare.org or 
www.facebook.com/OpWeCare. 

Volunteers continue  
tradition with successful 
donation drive

Davis recognized 
The Ocean Pines Pine’eer Craft Club announced its crafter of the month for October is Charlie Davis.  
Originally from the Glen Burnie area, Davis became interested in woodworking while spending time with his father 

and working as a residential home builder.   
While in high school, Davis, spent three years in the Vocational Technical Center in Anne Arundel County, where 

he majored in cabinet making. After graduation, Davis worked for his father building homes, and later became an equal 
partner in the family owned construction business.   

Davis also spent 31 years working as a cabinet maker for the U.S. government.   
Now retired, Davis continues to explore woodworking with the Ocean Pines Artisan Gift Shop, where he makes 

crafts using a scroll saw and wood-turning projects objects with a lathe. Davis enjoys producing both patriotic works 
and those with an animal theme.   

According to Davis, “I have no scrap wood, just wood I haven’t used yet.”  
Davis’ creations, as well as many other unique and handmade items, are available in the Ocean Pines Artisan Gift 

Shop in White Horse Park, next to the Farmer’s Market and across from the Administration Building on 239 Ocean Park-
way. The shop is open Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Sundays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Home Delivery 
Ocean Pines Only.  Call 410-629-5906

Local Newsstands

There for you...
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In August, Ed Challenger 
opens a one-man show of 
his artwork in the Thaler 
Gallery at the Ocean City 
Center for the Arts. The ret-
rospective covers a lifetime 
of significant artwork, in-
cluding paintings, prints, 
and sculptures, a small rep-
resentation of the amount 
of art Challenger has pro-
duced over his career. 

“This retrospective covers prints 
and pen and ink from the 60s and 70s, 
sculpture from those years, and more 
recent works from my past 20 years of 
living in the area in oil and pastel,” 
Challenger said. “I chose the work 
based on what I like. Works done on 
location are among my favorites.” 

A firecracker baby, Challenger was 
born in Newcastle, DE. on July 4, 1932 
and graduated from Wilmington High 
School and the Philadelphia Museum 

College of Art, now the University of 
the Arts. His art career began as a 
commercial artist working for ad agen-
cies and corporations and also as a 
teacher of advertising design at York 
Academy of Art. But the call of making 
fine art was strong, and he soon left 
the commercial world to do metal 
sculpture, traveling to art fairs all over 
the East Coast. 

Part of Challenger’s inspiration 
comes from his many museum visits, 
and his favorites are reflected in his 
work: The Ogunquit (Maine) Museum 
of Art, The Barnes in Philadelphia, 
Museé d’Orsay and Pompidou in 
Paris, and the Walters Art Museum in 
Baltimore. “I am also inspired by read-
ing from my large collection of art 
books,” Challenger said. “Some of my 
favorite artists are Antonio Mancini, 

Paul Hogarth, John Singer Sargent, 
Jean Michel Basquiat, Richard Estes, 
and the Wyeths.” 

For his early sculpture, Challenger 
used a welding torch and created 
lanterns and lamps out of steel cans 
after spending days rummaging 

through metal scraps at a salvage yard 
in York.  He moved on to making 
molds and casting bronzes and created 
a series of realistic wildlife pieces in-
cluding a turtle, owl, pelican, cat, pig, 
elephant, frog. and toad.  The large 

piece in the show at the Arts Cen-
ter, “The NIghtStalkers,” was cre-
ated using many of the scrap metal 
pieces he found at the salvage 
yard.  

After retirement, Challenger 
moved to the Eastern Shore to be 
near his two daughters and grand-
children and now paints from his 
studio in Bishopville. “The Eastern 

Shore inspires me, because it brings 
me back to my roots as a ‘river rat’ in 
Newcastle, always hanging around by 
the water, catching crabs, swimming,” 
Challenger said. “What I love locally 
are the old boats in the area, and I 
have painted the West Ocean City ma-
rina many times, as well as the same 
boat in Chincoteague three times.” 

Challenger’s still life paintings are 
reminiscent of classical masterworks 
and painted in much the same way, 
using traditional painting techniques. 
For a typical still life setup, the artist 
constructs a wood boxlike structure, 
drapes it in black cloth, sets the table 
inside, and projects light on the as-
sembly.  Since Challenger works 
slowly — one tempera still life took 
him a year to complete  — and reworks 
the painting many times, he is always 

replenishing the organic items in the 
still life such as the grapes and apples. 
The still life paintings in the Art 
League exhibit took Challenger several 
months each to complete, and he has 
been currently working for months on 
a painting of an Assateague sunset. 

Summer painting excursions to 
Cape May, NJ resulted in two paint-
ings included in the current show at 
the Arts Center. The egg tempera 
painting is of the Buchanan at Cape 
May Point, NJ. The pastel painting is 
of the Town Bank in North Cape May.  
“Painting in Cape May at an annual 
vacation has been a joy for Ed,” Emmy 
Challenger, Ed’s wife of 63 years, said. 

“He sat on top of our Dodge van one 
summer and painted, and beachgoers 
always stopped to talk. He was glad 
they were not able to look over his 
shoulder while he worked.” 

“We also often strolled through the 
Italian Market in South Philly,” Emmy 
Challenger continued. “Ed has been 
fascinated with those scenes ever 
since. The vendors would have open 
fires in oil drums, and they appear in 
several of his paintings. That and the 
harbor are two subjects he has re-
turned to many times, doing them in 
pastels. In later years, I’d drive around 
the block many times while he was out 
in the rain taking photos.”   

Challenger believes strongly that 
art makes connections. “Someone like 
me shares my journey by interpreting 
what I see and feel,” he said. “Others 
— no matter what language they speak 
or how old they are or where they care 
— can respond. Art is an important 
means of communication. It creates 
emotional responses and is a lasting 
means of transmitting ideas and cul-
ture.” 

Challenger’s retrospective art show 
continues at the Ocean City Center for 
the Arts on 94th St. bayside through 
August 28.

Celebrating a career in art 
By Elaine Bean

Ed Challenger and  
Marian Bickerstaff
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According to KidsHealth.org, more than one-third of child in-

juries and deaths happen at home. The Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention notes that most incidents at home 

occur where there is water, such as in the bathroom or kitchen; 

heat or flame, like in the kitchen or around the grill; toxic sub-

stances, like those found in medicine cabinets or beneath 

kitchen sinks; and in places where kids can fall, such as on 

staircases.  

Did You  

Know...

Gilmore named volunteer of the year
At Saturday’s unofficial annual Ocean 

Pines Association (OPA) meeting, Marie 
Gilmore, president of the Worcester 
County Veterans Memorial Foundation 
was honored as the community’s volun-
teer of the year.  In accepting the honor 
from Debbie Donahue, director of Recre-
ation and Parks, Gilmore was quick to 
point out that she was one of many dedi-
cated volunteers associated with the 
Foundation and accepted the honor on 
their behalf.  She also recognized the spe-

cial relationship the Foundation has with 
the OPA Board of Directors and thanked 
the above and beyond efforts of the Pub-
lic Works department headed by Eddie 
Wells.   

Gilmore said the Veterans Memorial 
which has dedicated in 2005 would not 
have been built were it not for the ex-

traordinary efforts of founders Sharyn 
O’Hare and the late Roseann Bridgman.    

What follows are introductory re-
marks by Debbie Donahue during the 
presentation of the 2021 Sam Wilkinson 
Volunteer of the Year Award. 

Good morning everyone. 
Each year we do a volunteer of the 

year award for The Recreation and 
Parks Department. This year we looked 
outside of the Recreation Department 
and found our volunteer of the year at 

one of our most beautiful parks in Ocean 
Pines - The Veterans Memorial. 

Although there are many volunteers 
at the Veterans Memorial, one person 
stands out in her efforts in making the 
Memorial such an amazing location. 

She and her family moved from 
Rhinebeck, NY to their home in Ocean 

Pines in September of 1995. Always in-
terested in volunteering in her commu-
nity, she joined the Women’s Club in 
Ocean Pines. She was very active and 
served three years as club secretary and 
two terms as Club President. She has 
also been a volunteer for the Garden 
Club, Craft Club, and Ocean Pines Boat 
Club. 

She is a member of the American Le-
gion Post 166, Ladies Auxiliary. She 
served as the Treasurer of the Ocean 
City Parrot Head Club and as a member 
of the Ocean Pines Recreation and Parks 
Advisory Committee. During this time, 
she co-chaired a fundraising effort to 
construct the Ocean Pines Skate Park. 

As if this was not enough, when she 
was invited to join the Veterans Memo-
rial Foundation by Sharon O’Hare and 
Roseann Bridgeman (sic), she accepted 
the invitation and became a board 
member in 2005. She held the position of 
Secretary for two years and President 
for nine years, currently serving in that 
office. 

She has grown the Memorial into a 
wonderful tribute to all Veterans. 

To list a few of her accomplishments 

during her tenure: 
Grade School Education Program to 

all 5th grade Worcester County students 
Patriots Pathway History Flags for 

Heroes 
POW/MIA Chair Tribute Battlefield 

Cross Wreaths Across America 
And of course, “The Wall that Heals” 
She along with many other volun-

teers worked diligently for three years to 
convince them to bring the “Wall” to 
Ocean Pines. What an amazing event it 
was! 

Even through the pandemic, she was 
able to work around challenges and 
managed to continue all of the men-
tioned efforts at the Memorial. She has 
put in countless hours volunteering for 
her community. She is one of the most 
amazing women I know and is so well 
respected in this community. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, please join 
me in showing our abundant gratitude 
for all her efforts and all of the time she 
has put into making Ocean Pines an 
amazing community. 

This year’s Volunteer of the 
Year, Mrs. Marie Gilmore! 

Courier Almanac
On August 18, 1991, Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev was 

placed under house arrest during a coup by high-ranking 
members of his own government, military and police forces. 

The August 1991 coup was carried out by the hard-line ele-
ments within Gorbachev’s own administration, as well as the 
heads of the Soviet army and the KGB, or secret police. De-
tained at his vacation villa in the Crimea, he was placed 
under house arrest and pressured to give his resignation, 
which he refused to do. Claiming Gorbachev was ill, the coup 
leaders, headed by former vice president Gennady Yanayev, de-
clared a state of emergency and attempted to take control of 
the government. 

After thousands took the streets to demonstrate, the coup 
collapsed after only three days. Gorbachev was released and 
flown to Moscow, but his regime had been dealt a deadly blow. 
Over the next few months, he dissolved the Communist Party, 
granted independence to the Baltic states, and proposed a 
looser, more economics-based federation among the remaining 
republics. In December 1991, Gorbachev resigned.  

Marie Gilmore (left) accepts award from Debbie Donahue 
Photo by Joe Reynolds
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I enjoy fishing but don’t fancy my-
self any great angler.  Certainly, I like 
to catch a fish or two, but if I don’t, I’m 
not disappointed because as the saying 

goes, “even a bad day of fishing is bet-
ter than a good day doing anything 
else.”  And the older I get, the more I 
agree.  Being on the water is the re-
ward. 

Not long ago my dog Chooch and I 
headed out in the early morning hours 
in hopes of catching something, any-
thing; a flounder, a croaker, a crab, half 
a clam shell or even seaweed.  Chooch 
is always excited to be on the boat and 
couldn’t care a hoot about whether any 
fish are reeled in.  It wasn’t long after 
my second of third cast that I felt a tug 
and then another.  So sensitive is my 
rod that even a minnow-size fish cre-
ates a lot of rod action.  This felt like no 
minnow, nor did it feel like a keeper, 
but nonetheless there was satisfaction 
reeling it in.  As the rig became visible 
so too did a small croaker.  This scene 
played out about a dozen times or so 
that morning.  I enjoyed it.  Chooch got 
bored and climbed up on the front seat 
and laid down, hardly lifting his head 
each time I told him a hooked some-
thing. 

Kodachrome images pasted in al-
bums not opened since long ago are the 
only memories I have of my first fish-
ing experience.  In a somewhat faded 
picture in which I was about two or 
three, I’m standing on the beach wear-
ing a Mae West life jacket.  My grand-
father’s boat, Jo-Lyn, is anchored 
behind me. I’m holding two very small 
sand sharks.  

Growing up there were many fish-
ing trips with my grandfather who 
lived on the shores of the Delaware Bay 
in Villas, NJ.  At low tide sandbars 
stretched out about a half mile to the 
waterline.  At high tide the waves 
smacked the bulkhead.  We’d some-
times head out at dawn.  Those trips 
were the most fun for me: the excite-
ment of walking across the bars to the 
boat during the stillness of predawn, 
the sweet aroma of salt air accentuat-

ing the scene.  We’d load the boat and 
wait for the water to lift the boat so we 
could walk it to deeper water and then 
climb aboard.  Once aboard, Gramps 

lowered and cranked up the 
engine.  The roar of the en-
gine, breaking the silence of 
the morning, thrilled me to 
the core.  To this day, I still 
get a thrill to the core when 
the engine on my goat roars 
to life.   

Gramps and I would 
head out to various fishing locations.  
Looking back, I don’t know that there 
was rhyme or reason to his chosen des-
tinations.  I didn’t care.  Sometimes 
we’d head to Bug Light.  Other times 
we’d head to the Rips just off the Cape 
May coast.  We’d make our way, glid-
ing over flat reflective water, the morn-
ing sun brightening the horizon as the 
blue of the night embraced the gold of 
the day.    

The results of those fishing trips 
were mixed.  Sometimes the fish bit 
and sometimes they didn’t.  Weakfish 
were common.  Catch limits and size 
minimums were never an issue either 
because they didn’t exist or they con-
cerned Gramps not at all.  We kept just 
about anything we reeled in with the 
exception of oyster crackers and small 
sand sharks.  The only bait we used was 
squid which Gramps cut into strips.  
There were a couple times when we’d 
bring out minnows that my brother 
and I had netted the evening before. 

In the quiet morning, waves lap-
ping lazy on the side of the boat, our 
lines in the water, Gramps would often 
chant, as if singing a lullaby, “Here 
fishy fishy.  Here fishy fishy.”  And 
when fortune smiled and a fish 
grabbed his bait, he’d reel it in all the 
while making sure I understood that 
fish were attracted to his voice.  As a 
kid I glommed onto his pronounce-
ment.  It was only later when it dawned 
on me, if fish were attracted to his 
voice, why was it there were trips when 
we experienced nary a bite?  But those 
sorts of thoughts never crossed my 
mind in the moment.  Anyhow, I’m 
sure he would have had an explana-
tion. 

It’s been many years, too many, 
since I’ve enjoyed fishing with Gramps.  
To this day, I find myself occasionally 
singing his little song.  “Here fishy 
fishy.”   Chooch just rolls his eyes and 
turns his head.  He’s not that gullible.

It’s All About. . . 
By Chip Bertino

chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com

Here fishy fishy



Page 6  The Courier  August 18, 2021

Pickleball tournament  
scheduled for October 

Advertising Sales  
Professionals

The Courier, a weekly community newspaper seeks experienced advertising 

sales individuals with strong interpersonal skills to build advertising relationships 

and assist in publication growth.   

 

You must be professional, well-spoken, deadline and customer oriented, and 

highly motivated with strong communication and organizational skills.  Work 

from home.  

 

This is a commission-based position with considerable income growth potential.  

Enjoy flexible working schedule. 

Send cover letter and resume to  

Chip Bertino at  

chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com  
EOE

Oktoberfest is coming to the Ocean 
Pines Racquet Center, with a three-day 
tournament scheduled October 22-24, 
including a money bracket with a 
$1,250 prize purse.  

Tournament Co-Director Darryl 
Noble said the event is likely the first 
pickleball tournament with cash prizes 
ever held on the Delmarva Peninsula.   

Noble is the former chairman and 
treasurer of the Board of USA Pick-
leball, which is the national governing 
body of the sport of pickleball.  

“Pickleball is one of the fastest 
growing sports in the United States, 
and possibly the world,” Noble said. 
“We encourage everyone to come out 
and participate in this exciting new 
tournament, or just come and watch. 
Don’t miss your chance to participate 
or spectate on some incredible 
matches.”  

Noble said the Ocean Pines Rac-
quet Center is open to the public. 
Anyone can sign up to play a game, or 
just come out and watch to get a feel 
for the sport.   

“Anyone is welcome to play at the 
Ocean Pines Racquet Center pickleball 
courts, and we encourage everyone to 
try it for themselves. It’s fun to get out 
and get some exercise, and the facility 
is top notch,” he said. “Expansion 
plans are also in the works to substan-
tially increase the number of per-
manent pickleball courts at the 

center.”  
For the tournament, singles and 

age 60-plus mixed doubles matches 
are scheduled October 22, men’s and 
women’s doubles are scheduled Oc-
toberober23, and mixed doubles are 
scheduled October. 24.  

The money bracket for players 
under 50 is scheduled October 23, and 
the money bracket for those 50 and 
older is set for October 24.   

The prize purse is $375 for gold 
(first place), $160 for silver (second 
place) and $90 for bronze (third 
place). The money bracket is open to 
any combination of genders and skill 
levels.  

For general play, each grouping 
category – men’s, women’s and mixed 
– will include four skill-level brackets: 
3.0, 3.5, 4.0 and 4.5/5.0. The mini-
mum skill level for the tournament is 
3.0, and tournament directors will set 
age and skill-level brackets about three 
weeks prior to the tournament.  

The registration fee, due by Oc-
tober 1, is $35, plus $10 per event. 
Money brackets are $30 per event.   

Tournament organizers will post 
the full tournament schedule, includ-
ing match start times, two weeks prior 
to the tournament.   

Food, beer and cold beverages, ice 
cream and snowballs, and other ven-

please see tournament on page 14

Stamp of approval 
The Grace Center for Maternal and Women’s Health located in Berlin recently became 
the recipient of a generous donation from the Delmarvalous Stampers.  The Stampers 
is a group of about 25 women who meet on a monthly basis (via zoom during COVID) to 
create stamped cards and to celebrate each other’s special life events.  There is a dif-
ferent member leader each month to focus on teaching new stamping skills and designs.  
The Delmarvalous Stampers has been in existence for 20 years.  They collect dues in 
an effort to spread their caring to other in the community.  Over the years they have sup-
ported a number of different non-profits in the Worcester County community.  The Grace 
Center will use the money to help provide ultrasound exams and fund support groups 
for prenatal and postpartum needs of women in the local area. 

Pictured above are Ann Runo, of the Delmarvalous Stampers, Jasmine Dennis, ex-
ecutive director of the Grace Center, Kristine Barron, from the Stampers and Jackie 
Failla, nurse manager at Grace.  

Stillman assumes  
leadership at MBS

Most Blessed Sacrament Catholic 
School is busy preparing for the new 
school year with new principal, Tri-
nette Stillman, at the helm. After an 
extensive search last spring, Stillman 
was named the fourth principal to 
serve at the school in its 18 years of op-
eration. Her background offers the 
school the perfect blend of experience 
to continue to grow in our community. 

Stillman’s career journey began as 
“one of self-discovery and acceptance 
of change,” she shares. “As with so 
many young people, I entered my un-
dergraduate studies not knowing what 
I wanted to do with my life. I had a cu-
riosity of the world and how things 
worked. I felt I was strong in science 
and math, so I pursued a package engi-
neering degree from Michigan State 
University. After entering the work 

force, I expanded on my education and 
received an MS in business degree 
from Johns Hopkins University. As my 
career evolved, so did my family. I 
married my husband, now of 27 years, 
and had three beautiful children. At 
the time, I was teaching religion 
classes at my parish when the princi-
pal asked if I would join them as their 
financial manager. That was the begin-
ning of my educational experience. 
From there I began teaching science 
and math classes while pursuing my 
teaching credentials from Cardinal 
Stritch University in Milwaukee, WI. 
Twenty-two years later, I continue to 
evolve in my career as I step into this 
new role. I’m proud to be a Catholic 
educator, and I’m excited to share my 

please see stillman on page 14
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Platform tennis tournament seeks players, sponsors 
The Ocean Pines Platform Tennis 

Club will host its third annual benefit 
tournament on Sept. 25, at the Ocean 
Pines Racquet Center.    

This year, the club has dedicated 
the tournament to Jim Freeman, an 
active platform tennis member who 
passed away on March 15 after a battle 
with cancer.     

Freeman served the U.S. Marines 
with honor and later worked for 31 
years as a seventh-grade science 
teacher at Keith Valley Middle School 
in Horsham, Pennsylvania. He retired 

to Ocean Pines with his wife, June, 
and became an active member of the 
platform tennis community.    

The Platform Tennis Club will do-
nate all tournament proceeds to 
Semper Fi & America’s Fund, a non-
profit “dedicated to providing imme-
diate financial assistance and lifetime 
support to combat wounded, critically 
ill and catastrophically injured 
members of all branches of the U.S. 
Armed Forces and their families.”     

“Our friend Jim was a proud Ma-
rine, and a multi-term president and 
passionate advocate for our Platform 
Tennis Club,” tournament co-organ-
izer Karen Kaplan said. “He is sorely 
missed. We respectfully request that 
all entry fees, donations, and sponsor-
ships be donated in honor of Jim to 

the Semper Fi & America’s Fund Char-
ity, which provides many vital layers of 
services to members of all service 
branches and their families.”   

All platform tennis clubs in Mary-
land, Delaware, New Jersey and Penn-
sylvania may compete. Individual 
players may also enter.    

The entry deadline is Sept. 11, and 
the entry fee is a $50 donation, per 
player.    

To download an entry form, visit 
https://oceanpines.org/documents/1
0184/89280/SemperFi.9.25.21.3.pdf.  

Entry checks may be made payable 
to Semper Fi/America’s Fund, “in 
Memory of Jim Freeman,” and mailed 
with an entry form to Michael Petito, 
4 Long Court, Ocean Pines, Maryland, 
21811.    

The Ocean Pines Platform Tennis 
Club is also seeking sponsors for the 
event.    

Gold sponsors, $500, get their 
name on the event banner, an an-
nouncement at the event, a video 
“thank you” post, and a mention on so-
cial media. Silver sponsors, $250, get 
their name on the banner, an an-
nouncement at the event, and a men-
tion on social media. Bronze sponsors, 
$100, get an announcement at the 
event and a mention on social media.  

Sponsorship checks may also be 
made payable to Semper Fi/America’s 
Fund, “in Memory of Jim Freeman,” 
and mailed to Michael Petito, 4 Long 
Court, Ocean Pines, Maryland, 21811.    

For questions or more information, 
email oppaddle2020@gmail.com.  

“The homes for sale inventory is way down. That’s the first time that’s      
happened in all my 40+ years as an active Realtor in Ocean Pines!   

Inventory is way down.  It’s a seller’s market!  
Call 410-430-5743  to get a free estimate of current value.

County prevails in  
tax setoff case 

The Worcester County Commis-
sioners welcome the recent announce-
ment by the Court of Appeals, which 
ruled in favor of Worcester County 
Government (WCG) in the tax setoff 
case filed by Ocean City.  

Beginning in October 2018 Ocean 
City sought a ruling that provisions of 
the Maryland Tax-Property Article 
that grant certain counties, like Wor-
cester County, the ability to deny mu-
nicipal tax setoff requests violate the 
Maryland Constitution. Ocean City 
also requested that the court require 
all Maryland counties to grant tax set-
offs to municipalities within their bor-
ders and, specifically, to declare that 
Worcester County is required to grant 
tax setoffs to Ocean City or its tax-
payers. 

Maryland’s highest court held that 
the law is constitutional and that some 
counties, like Worcester County, may 
decide not to have tax setoffs.  

In lieu of tax differentials or tax 
setoffs to the four municipalities, WCG 
issues annual grants to Berlin, Ocean 
City, Ocean Pines, Pocomoke, and 
Snow Hill. Specifically, the commis-
sioners allocate millions of dollars in 
grant funds annually to Ocean City in 
the form of an unrestricted grant and 
restricted grants that are designated to 
assist with costs for ambulance and 
fire services, tourism and the conven-
tion center, police, and other city serv-
ices.  

In recent years, WCG and Ocean 
City officials have been working co-
operatively to reach an equitable fund-
ing agreement that benefits the town 
without negatively impacting tax-
payers who reside outside of the cor-
porate limits of the town.

https://oceanpines.org/documents/10184/89280/SemperFi.9.25.21.3.pdf
https://oceanpines.org/documents/10184/89280/SemperFi.9.25.21.3.pdf
mailto:oppaddle2020@gmail.com
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Financial planning for the self-employed
By Mark E. Engberg CFP 

 As someone who has been self-em-
ployed for more than 20 years, I un-

derstand there are 
many facets to run-
ning a business.  
However, one of the 
most valuable les-
sons I’ve learned is 
it’s not just about the 
product or service 
you provide, it’s also 
about how you struc-
ture your business 

for longevity and to help protect the fi-
nancial security of the owners and the 
employees.  

Most people who go into business 
for themselves often have a self-
starter’s personality and are keen to 
tackle a challenge. Still, they may 
sometimes neglect the more mundane 
tasks that come with self-employment, 
such as setting up a retirement plan or 
getting the right kinds of insurance; 
those items are vital. 

When you’re self-employed, you’re 
the steward of your own long-term fi-
nancial security.  If you keep a few 
basic financial planning strategies in 

mind, you can be confident you are on 
the right path.  

Retirement.  The first thing a 
self-employed worker should do is the 
same thing all workers should do: 
Start saving for retirement today.  If 
you can’t save a lot, save a little. The 
important thing is to add to your sav-
ings regularly.  

If your self-employment income 
may be highly variable, one strategy is 
to set aside a portion of any windfall 
you receive such as commission in-
come, a large contract payment or an 
unexpected tax refund. Another ap-
proach is to treat your retirement like 
any other recurring expense: Cut a 
check for a set amount on the same 
date each month. 

Where to put away those retire-
ment dollars will require some re-
search, since you don’t have an 
employer offering you a savings plan. 
There are four main possibilities de-
signed for the self-employed: an Indi-
vidual 401(k); a SIMPLE IRA; a SEP 
IRA; and a Personal Defined Benefit 
Plan. Each comes with pros and cons 
related to contribution limits, tax con-
siderations, and whether you have em-

ployees who might benefit from a re-
tirement program.  

Insurance.  Self-employed work-
ers typically buy health insurance, as 
they know the consequences of not 
doing so can be so catastrophic. How-
ever, they’re less likely to recognize the 
risk of loss of income - being unable to 
work due to an injury or disability.  I 
recommend pricing disability insur-
ance.  The cost can vary greatly, de-
pending on your profession but there 
may be policies available with more 
limited coverage for more reasonable 
rates.   Some coverage is better than 
none.   

Most businesses should also con-
sider general-liability insurance. This 
protects your business from claims, in-
cluding personal injury, bodily injury, 
property damage, and other liabilities.  

All of this coverage can add up. 
However, it helps that most business 
and health insurance premiums are 
tax-deductible.   

Professional support.  When 
you’re just starting out with a new 
business, you may be understandably 
hesitant to pay a professional to help 
with insurance, retirement planning, 
or even taxes. But it’s often better to 
put your time into what you know: 
building your business. Just because 

you’ve hung out your own shingle, 
doesn’t mean you need to do every-
thing yourself.  

Running a business can be very re-
warding but can also be challenging 
and stressful.  However, I believe if 
you love what you do you will be suc-
cessful.  “The three great essentials to 
achieve anything worthwhile are: 
Hard work, Stick-to-itiveness, and 
Common sense.” —Thomas A. Edison 

Mark Engberg, CFP® is the 
Branch Leader at the Charles Schwab 
Independent Branch located in Re-
hoboth Beach, DE with over 20 years 
of experience helping clients achieve 
their financial goals.  

For more information visit the Re-
hoboth Beach Independent Branch 
Website at: www.schwab.com/re-
hobothbeach or call (302) 260-8731.   

Some content provided here has 
been compiled from previously pub-
lished articles authored by various 
parties at Schwab.  Information pro-
vided herein is for general informa-
tion purposes only and should not be 
considered an individualized recom-
mendation or personalized legal or 
tax advice. Please consult a qualified 
legal or tax advisor where such ad-
vice is necessary or appropriate.

Lynch named county  
roads superintendent

The Worcester County Commission-
ers named Kevin Lynch as the new su-
perintendent within the Worcester 

County Roads Divi-
sion of Public Works. 
He joined Public 
Works on August 9. 

“I’m excited to 
have Kevin on board,” 
Public Works Director 
Dallas Baker said. “He 
brings 14 years of 
Roads Division experi-
ence to Worcester 

County. In his most recent role, Kevin has 
helped manage a 700-mile roadway net-
work, 40 plus employees, and assisted in 
developing a $12 Million operating 
budget.” 

Lynch, a 2005 graduate of Snow Hill 
High School, brings 14 years of experi-
ence to this position. Prior to joining 
Worcester County Government (WCG), 
he worked in the Wicomico County 
Roads Division, where he rose through 

the ranks, learning all aspects of roads 
operations, and was promoted to main-
tenance supervisor in 2018. 

“I would like to thank the Commis-
sioners for this opportunity, and I look 
forward to being able to give back to my 
home county and its citizens,” Lynch said. 

Lynch currently resides in Fruitland, 
with his wife and two daughters. He en-
joys spending time with his family, play-
ing cornhole, and serving at SonRise 
Church in Berlin.  

He will take over for Roads Superin-
tendent Frank Adkins, who will retire 
September 1. In his role with WCG, 
Lynch will take the lead in planning, di-
recting, organizing, and coordinating the 
construction and maintenance of new 
and existing county infrastructure, in-
cluding roads, bridges, and drainage sys-
tems. He will prepare and maintain 
oversight of the annual operating and 
capital budgets and be responsible for 
public inquiries regarding county roads, 
bridges, and drainage systems.  

Mark Engberg

Kevin Lynch
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Non-credit courses offered 
The fall schedule of classes being offered by the continuing education and 

workforce development division at Wor-Wic Community College is now avail-
able. 

In addition to a variety of online and in-person classes, information sessions 
are offered online and in person for those interested in exploring new career op-
tions. 

Non-credit courses are offered in the areas of academic preparation, busi-
ness and leadership, child care, computers and technology, health and safety, 
hospitality and culinary, real estate, trades and manufacturing, transportation 
and veterinary assistant training. 

Classes begin as early as September 7. Financial assistance is available to 
those who qualify. If you don’t receive your schedule in the mail, visit www.wor-
wic.edu<http://www.worwic.edu> or call 410-334-2815. 

 
PTK chapter receives awards 

Members of the Alpha Nu Omicron chapter of the Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) 
international honor society at Wor-Wic Community College recently received a 
2021 Recognizing Excellence in Acceptance and Completion with Honors 
(REACH) Award for membership development and furthering PTK’s mission of 
providing recognition and opportunities for growth and development for stu-
dents on campus. REACH chapters achieved or exceeded a 15% membership ac-
ceptance rate in 2020. 

Alpha Nu Omicron members also recently received the Student Government 
Association Outstanding Community Service Project Award, based on their work 
with the campus food pantry. 

PTK is an internationally-recognized honor society serving America’s two-
year colleges. The Alpha Nu Omicron chapter was chartered at Wor-Wic in Sep-
tember of 1987. Advisors of the chapter are Dr. Dana Burnside, professor of 
communication studies; Dr. Pamela G. Budd, assistant professor of nursing; 
Amanda Messatzzia, registrar; and Dr. Lynn M. Derickson, professor of nursing.

Published - Maureen Kennedy, owner of My Backyard in Ocean Pines, hosted 
a book signing Friday for the launch of "A Wonderful Day with Gilly Gilay," a children's 
book inspired by stories told to Maureen by her father. 
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Answers for August 11

Fishing Report: The Ocean 
Pines Chamber of Commerce Floun-
der Tournament was once again a 
great success. The weather was not 
the greatest but the water was calm 
and fairly clear. My son-in-law took 
2nd place with a 22-5/8 in fish. 1st 
place went to Brandon Miller with a 
25-¼ in 7.1lb. fish. 3rd place went to 
Thomas DeWees with a 21-1/2 in 
fish. Quite a few fish were caught 
mostly on live Bunker and Gulp. 
Well run tournament. 

Fall rock or striper fishing:  
This is the time of year to begin look-
ing forward to when the water cools 
that Rock fishing improves with the 
fall migration.  They are not a diffi-
cult fish to catch but you need to 
know what equipment is used, when 
and where to fish, baits and how to 
fish for Rock.  Rock can be caught 
from a boat, bridge, surf or bulk-
head. For the purpose of this col-
umn, I am going to focus on fishing 
from a boat. Also, don’t forget to 
check the DNR website for current 
regulations. 

Equipment:  A medium action 
spinning or conventional rod & reel 
are required but one that has enough 
backbone to set the hook.  I person-
ally prefer a conventional rod and 
reel because I find it easier to use 
particularly when bottom fishing.  
For rock I will use 15 or 17 lb. 
monofilament line with a three-way 
swivel tied to the end to which I at-
tach approximately 30 inches of 
40lb. test Fluorocarbon or Monofila-
ment leader material and a 2.5 or 3 
oz weight depending on the tidal 
flow.  At the business end of the 
leader attach either a circle hook in 
the range of #4/0 to #6/0. At times I 
will also use a fish finder rig.  If fish-
ing plugs or other artificial baits sim-
ply attach a swivel at the business 
end of the line to attach the lures.  

Where and when to fish:  
Rock fishing by boat is best in deeper 
water such as the East Channel, Har-
bor Island, the inlet along the North 
and South Jetty.  Off shore in loca-

tions such as Gull Shoal or just off 
the Coast Guard Station but remem-
ber to stay within the 3-mile limit.  I 
prefer to fish the incoming tide and 
the first two hours of the outgoing 
tide early in the morning or at night 
are the best times. 

Baits and how to fish:  When 
fishing from a boat and fish are in 
the area two deadly baits are live 
spot and live eels fished close to the 
bottom on the rig I described earlier. 
Spot should be hooked through the 
upper lip and out the hard tissue 
next to the nostril. Eels should be 
hooked through the eyes or lips then 
simply drop your rig to the bottom 
and drift with the tide.  Be certain 
you have enough weight to hold bot-
tom.  Other options are to cast plugs, 
lures, or bucktail jigs with a worm at-
tached along the bulkhead in the 
East Channel or along the Jetty’s in 
the Inlet. Some popular lures are soft 
body worms & shad, Got-cha plugs, 
Rattletrap, Zoom flukes and Mirror 
lures are also popular. Also, don’t 
overlook trying Peelers and Blood-
worms.  

Fishing with eels:  Although 
eels are excellent bait for rock fish-
ing, they are difficult to handle and 
will frequently twist up you line if 
not handled properly.  I keep my eels 
on ice which reduces their activity 
and will retrieve them from the 
bucket with a paper towel or glove. A 
helpful hint once hooked, keep their 
tail in the water and they will not 
twist your line. 

Did you know?  
Oysters have been around for ap-

proximately 15 million years? Or that 
they can change their gender? In 
fact, often more than once. 

Your next raw oyster may still be 
alive as you eat it. The next time 
someone shucks you a fresh oyster, 
its likely breathing. Give it a poke 
with a fork to see if it moves. 

Until next time remember  
to take a kid fishing, 

Capt. Ron 
 

Striper fishing 

Captain Ron’s

By Ron Fisher

Fish Tales



                         August 18, 2021  The Courier  Page 11

John  
Talbott 

11001 Manklin Meadows Lane 
Ocean Pines, MD 21811

Cell: 410-603-7373  (9 a.m. to 10 p.m.) 
24 Hour Voicemail 866-666-1727 

Office: 410-208-3500 
johntalbott7@gmail.com

Associate Broker

Large Wooded 3/4 Acre Waterfront Lot 
With Riparian Rights To Build A Dock And 
Allows One To Construct A Home Of 
Their Choice. Compare Price To Size Of 
Lot And You Have A Bargain!  MLS 
#MDWO123052

102 PORT ARTHUR   OCEAN PINES 
$159,900Legacy of Benjamin Harrison 

Nominated for president on the 
eighth ballot at the 1888 Republican 
Convention, Benjamin Harrison con-
ducted one of the first “front-porch” 
campaigns, delivering short speeches to 
delegations that visited him in Indi-
anapolis. As he was only 5 feet, 6 inches 
tall, Democrats called him “Little Ben;” 
Republicans replied that he was big 
enough to wear the hat of his grandfa-
ther, “Old Tippecanoe.” 

Born August 20, 1833 on a farm by 
the Ohio River below Cincinnati, Har-
rison attended Miami University in 
Ohio and read law in Cincinnati. He 
moved to Indianapolis, where he prac-
ticed law and campaigned for the Re-
publican Party. He married Caroline 
Lavinia Scott in 1853. After the Civil 
War, he was Colonel of the 70th Volun-
teer Infantry, Harrison became a pillar 
of Indianapolis, enhancing his reputa-
tion as a brilliant lawyer. 

The Democrats defeated him for 
Governor of Indiana in 1876 by unfairly 
stigmatizing him as “Kid Gloves” Har-
rison. In the 1880s he served in the 
United States Senate, where he cham-
pioned Indians. homesteaders, and 
Civil War veterans. 

In the presidential election, Harri-
son received 100,000 fewer popular 
votes than Cleveland, but carried the 
Electoral College 233 to 168. Although 
Harrison had made no political bar-
gains, his supporters had given innu-
merable pledges upon his behalf. 

When Boss Matt Quay of Pennsyl-
vania heard that Harrison ascribed his 
narrow victory to Providence, Quay ex-
claimed that Harrison would never 
know “how close a number of men were 
compelled to approach… the peniten-
tiary to make him president.” 

Harrison was proud of the vigorous 
foreign policy which he helped shape. 
The first Pan American Congress met 
in Washington in 1889, establishing an 

information center which later became 
the Pan American Union. At the end of 
his administration Harrison submitted 
to the Senate a treaty to annex Hawaii; 
to his disappointment, President Cleve-
land later withdrew it. 

Substantial appropriation bills were 
signed by Harrison for internal im-
provements, naval expansion, and sub-
sidies for steamship lines. For the first 
time except in war, Congress appropri-
ated a billion dollars. When critics at-
tacked “the billion-dollar Congress,” 
Speaker Thomas B. Reed replied, “This 
is a billion-dollar country.” President 
Harrison also signed the Sherman 
Anti-Trust Act “to protect trade and 
commerce against unlawful restraints 
and monopolies,” the first Federal act 
attempting to regulate trusts. 

The most perplexing domestic 
problem Harrison faced was the tariff 
issue. The high tariff rates in effect had 
created a surplus of money in the 
Treasury. Low-tariff advocates argued 
that the surplus was hurting business. 
Republican leaders in Congress suc-
cessfully met the challenge. Represen-
tative William McKinley and Senator 

Nelson W. Aldrich framed a still higher 
tariff bill; some rates were intentionally 
prohibitive. 

Harrison tried to make the tariff 
more acceptable by writing in reciproc-
ity provisions. To cope with the Treas-
ury surplus, the tariff was removed 
from imported raw sugar; sugar grow-
ers within the United States were given 
two cents a pound bounty on their pro-
duction. 

Long before the end of the Harrison 
Administration, the Treasury surplus 
had evaporated, and prosperity seemed 
about to disappear as well. Congres-
sional elections in 1890 went stingingly 
against the Republicans, and party 
leaders decided to abandon President 
Harrison although he had cooperated 
with Congress on party legislation. 
Nevertheless, his party renominated 
him in 1892, but he was defeated by 
Cleveland. 

After he left office, Harrison re-
turned to Indianapolis, and married the 
widowed Mrs. Mary Dimmick in 1896. 
A dignified elder statesman, he died in 
1901. 

-whitehouse.gov 
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Some things to  
think about

Gathered from the internet by Jack Barnes
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Southgate - Ocean Pines 
(Manklin Creek & Ocean Pkwy)

Serving Breakfast and Lunch

Free  

Wireless  

Internet

  410-208-0707

Boar’s Head Meats 

Open 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.  
Wednesday - Sunday 

Pastries and Cookie Trays
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Local volunteers this week wrapped up a hugely 
successful donation drive to help U.S. soldiers serv-
ing overseas.  

Organizer Barbara Peletier said longtime Ocean 
Pines resident Anna Foultz was the inspiration for 
the collection. Foultz, who passed away last year, 
started the drive with her husband, Carl, and their 
Star Charities nonprofit.  

This year, a small group of volunteers set up in 
the Ocean Pines Community Center parking lot and 
gathered items 
over four 
Wednesdays in 
October. Dona-
tions included 
toiletries and 
n o n p e r i s h a b l e  
food, cards and 
books, and many 
other items.  

Volunteers worked with Salisbury-based non-
profit Operation We Care, which will package and 
ship the goods in time for a holiday delivery to U.S. 
soldiers abroad.  

Peletier penned the following thank-you note to 
the local community: 

“Thanks to the generous people of Ocean Pines 
and Ocean City, we were able to keep alive Anna’s 
dream of supporting our deployed military during 
the Holidays. With the assistance of Larry Walton 
(AARP) and Candy Foreman (Kiwanis), Operation 
We Care was a huge success. 

“Also assisting was Sharon Hilty, who collected 
donations in Ocean City in remembrance of her son, 
Sfc. John-David Hilty. 

“All donations will be boxed and shipped in time 
for the holidays. If Anna was with us, she would say 
‘thank you and God bless.’” 

In total, Peletier said volunteers collected five 
carloads of donations, including a big final day on 
Oct. 28.  

“We did great,” she said. “They will need two 
SUVs to carry what was collected [on the last day].” 

Peletier said the plan is to continue the collection 
next year, again with help from Walton, a U.S. Army 
veteran who served in Vietnam. 

“I am planning to collect again next October, and 
Larry has agreed to have AARP sponsor the event,” 
she said. “We will do [the drive] on four Wednesdays 
in October.” 

For more information or to donate to Operation 
We Care, visit www.operationwecare.org or 
www.facebook.com/OpWeCare. 

Volunteers continue  
tradition with successful 
donation drive

Davis recognized 
The Ocean Pines Pine’eer Craft Club announced its crafter of the month for October is Charlie Davis.  
Originally from the Glen Burnie area, Davis became interested in woodworking while spending time with his father 

and working as a residential home builder.   
While in high school, Davis, spent three years in the Vocational Technical Center in Anne Arundel County, where 

he majored in cabinet making. After graduation, Davis worked for his father building homes, and later became an equal 
partner in the family owned construction business.   

Davis also spent 31 years working as a cabinet maker for the U.S. government.   
Now retired, Davis continues to explore woodworking with the Ocean Pines Artisan Gift Shop, where he makes 

crafts using a scroll saw and wood-turning projects objects with a lathe. Davis enjoys producing both patriotic works 
and those with an animal theme.   

According to Davis, “I have no scrap wood, just wood I haven’t used yet.”  
Davis’ creations, as well as many other unique and handmade items, are available in the Ocean Pines Artisan Gift 

Shop in White Horse Park, next to the Farmer’s Market and across from the Administration Building on 239 Ocean Park-
way. The shop is open Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Sundays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Home Delivery 
Ocean Pines Only.  Call 410-629-5906

Local Newsstands

There for you...Ribbon cutting - Worcester County officials cut the ribbon on the new con-
cession stand at Showell Park to kick off outdoor movie night on the ballfields. Those pic-
tured include Program Managers Derek Jarmon (from left), Kelly Buchanan, and 
Hunter Nelson, Recreation and Parks Director Kelly Rados, Commissioners Chip 
Bertino and Ted Elder, and Allen Swiger.

Health Dept. urges  
childhood vaccination 

 In support of this year’s 
National Immunization Awareness 
Month this August, Worcester 
County Health Department is 
joining Maryland in the “Don’t 
Wait, Vaccinate” student 
vaccination campaign. With 
children returning to in-person 
learning and play, it is important to 
make sure they are on track with 
routinely recommended 
vaccinations. Vaccines are essential 
in protecting your child and family 
members from a number of serious 
diseases including measles, 
meningitis, and whooping cough. 
Vaccines save lives. Children and 
young adults are required to receive 
certain vaccines before entering 
daycare, elementary, middle or high 
school, and college.    

According to state data, April 
2020 saw the greatest decline in the 
number of vaccinations given to 
children from birth to age 18, with a 
decrease of 46% when compared to 
April 2019. For routine childhood 
vaccinations, the largest decreases 
occurred in the measles, mumps, 
and rubella vaccine—a decrease of 
71%—and the chickenpox vaccine—
a decrease of 68%. Parents can view 
their children’s official vaccination 
records online at MyIRMobile.com, 
a free and secure portal where users 
can access official copies of their 

records.  
“We are here to support families 

to protect their children by making 
sure they are up to date on their 
recommended vaccines. Part of this 
effort includes reassuring parents 
by taking the time to listen, 
understanding specific concerns, 
providing guidance, and assisting 
with linking their children to the 
needed services,” said Debra 
Stevens, Director of Community 
Health.  

Parents who have not been able 
to make appointments for their 
child with their doctor or pharmacy 
can take advantage of back to school 
vaccination clinics at Worcester 
County Health Department in 
August and September. To schedule 
an appointment visit 
www.marylandvax.org or call 410-
632-1100 ext.2009. 

For more information about 
vaccines and vaccine-preventable 
diseases, visit 
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/growing/sch
ool-vaccinations. Parents can view 
their child’s vaccination record by 
registering at 
https://md.myir.net/rorl?next=/. 
For more information about the 
Worcester County Health 
Department, visit 
worcesterhealth.org. 



Busy schedules, hybrid learning and 
demanding coursework have affected 
students’ academic performance over 
the last year-plus. The months since a 
pandemic was declared in March of 
2020 have been unlike any other, and 
confronting the academic challenges of 
the pandemic may have adversely af-
fected some students’ grades.  

A recent report from the Fairfax 
County Public Schools Office of Research 
and Strategic Improvement in Virginia 
found the number of middle and high 
school students with two or more failing 
marks increased by 83 percent in the 
first quarter of the 2020-2021 school 
year compared to the year prior. But stu-
dents’ grades may slide or they may find 
certain school work overly challenging 
even in normal years. Since many par-
ents have not seen a periodic table or had 
to solve high school math problems in 
decades, tutors may be just what stu-
dents need to regain their academic foot-
ing. 

Failing grades are not necessarily the 
most notable indicator that students can 
benefit from the services of a tutor. The 
Princeton Review says 25 percent of high 
school students say homework is their 

biggest source of stress, and homework 
progress can help parents determine if 
it’s time to call in a tutor. Students who 
find their homework is taking too long, 
particularly double or triple the amount 
of time it once required, may need some 
extra help. Here are some additional in-
dicators that a tutor may be needed. 

Declining test scores: Some students 
are simply poor test takers, but a gradual 
or sudden decline in test scores may in-
dicate students are having trouble mas-
tering material. Teachers can pinpoint if 
certain concepts are overly challenging 
to students and notify parents if there are 
any problem areas. 

Poor time management or focus: 
Students who are struggling may have 
their attention drift or they put off doing 
tasks because they don’t grasp the as-
signments.  

Lack of homework help at home: 
Parents may have prior commitments 
during the times of day when their chil-
dren are doing homework. Even when 
parents are home, they may discover 
that the concepts covered in school are 
not being taught in the ways parents 
learned them and they may have diffi-

culty assisting their children. Tutors can 
step in and help students when parents 
cannot. 

Learning disorder: Certain students 
learn differently from others due to a di-
agnosed or undiagnosed learning disor-
der. A child who is struggling with 
reading, phonics, spelling, and writing 
may have dyslexia, according to the tu-
toring experts at Dyslexia Practitioner 
NJ. Tutors who specialize in learning 
disorders can assess and address learn-
ing conflicts and tailor instructions in 
ways that can help students overcome 
those challenges. 

Students shut down or say they hate 
school: Disinterest in school or expres-
sions of hating going to school may be in-
dicative of academic struggles in the 
classroom, says the Princeton Review. 
Some students get so frustrated they 
simply give up. Tutors can solve learning 
puzzles and help get students back on 
track and reignite their interest in school. 

Tutors can be valuable resources for 
students who need some one-on-one at-
tention to master general learning con-
cepts or reinforce skills for key tests or 
projects.  
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Tides for Ocean City Inlet  
 

Day        High      Tide   
              /Low      Time  

 

 

Th  19     High   5:44 AM      

    19      Low  11:35 AM      

    19     High   6:24 PM      

 

F   20      Low  12:46 AM      

    20     High   6:41 AM      

    20      Low  12:35 PM     

    20     High   7:18 PM      

 

Sa  21      Low   1:37 AM      

    21     High   7:35 AM      

    21      Low   1:29 PM     

    21     High   8:08 PM      

 

Su  22      Low   2:23 AM      

    22     High   8:25 AM      

    22      Low   2:20 PM     

    22     High   8:55 PM      

 

M   23      Low   3:05 AM     

    23     High   9:12 AM      

    23      Low   3:07 PM     

    23     High   9:39 PM      

 

Tu  24      Low   3:45 AM      

    24     High   9:57 AM      

    24      Low   3:53 PM     

    24     High  10:21 PM      

 

W   25      Low   4:24 AM      

    25     High  10:40 AM      

    25      Low   4:38 PM      

    25     High  11:02 PM   

stillman 
from page 6 
 
experiences with the MBS commu-
nity.” 

Leading the school into this next 
chapter, Stillman continues to gain 
a strong understanding of the vision 
and goals of MBS. This will enable 
her to help define the strengths and 
weaknesses, set future initiatives for 

growth and continue to enable our 
students to be high achievers. 

When pulling together a team to 
work on any initiative, Stillman 
says, “I believe in setting clear goals 
and expectations. Allowing for 
open, safe discussions while explor-
ing these goals is crucial and allows 
for varying perspectives. Listening 
and developing respect for others 
helps create a supportive commu-

nity and will allow for the best out-
comes while achieving the goals.” 

“MBS is known for its dedicated 
teachers who are empowered to uti-
lize a STREAM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Religion, Engineering, Art and 
Mathematics) approach in their 
teaching. In addition, we rely on our 
families and volunteers to bring ex-
citing opportunities to our students. 
During this last year with Covid, it 
made it difficult to utilize this ap-
proach. We are hoping this year that 
we can further develop these initia-
tives,” states Stillman. 

On becoming a member of the 
community on July 1, she adds, 
“One of the most amazing discover-
ies for me has been the welcoming 
atmosphere at MBS and the local 
community. Their desire to build a 
Christ-centered community that 
empowers their children to become 
lifelong learners and confident faith 
filled leaders is inspiring.” 

Most Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic School is a pre-K 3 through 
eighth grade school located at 11242 
Racetrack Rd., Berlin, MD 21811. 
For information about admissions, 
please contact Amanda Evans, Di-
rector of Admissions and Advance-
ment, at 410-208-1600. 

tournament 
from page 6 
 
dors will be onsite during the tournament.  

The tournament is outdoors only, and no rain date is scheduled. No refunds 
or credits will be given in case of a cancelation.  

To register online, visit https://app.pickleballden.com/external-tournamen-
t/8732201.  

Organizers are also seeking sponsors for the event.   
Gold level sponsors, $500, will receive large banner advertising for one year 

at the Ocean Pines Racquet Center, an onsite advertising location during the 
event, public appreciation announcements during the tournament weekend, 
press exposure in news releases and social media posts, and five complimentary 
giveaways.   

Silver level sponsors, $250, will receive banner advertising at the Ocean 
Pines Racquet Center, public appreciation announcements during the tourna-
ment weekend, press exposure in news releases and social media posts, and two 
complimentary giveaways.  

For more information, contact Tournament Co-Director Darryl Noble at 717-
873-4743 or DANoble54@gmail.com, or Tournament Co-Director Cathy Noble 
at 410-302-9320 o CMZNoble@gmail.com.    

New dean named 
Dr. Patricia L. Riley of Hebron was selected as 

dean of general education at Wor-Wic Community 
College, after the retirement of Dr. Colleen C. Dal-
lam. 

Riley has worked at Wor-Wic full time since 
2010, first as academic and disabilities counselor, 
then as a faculty member, and most recently as 
human services department head and professor of 
social science. From 2006-2009, she was a part-time 
faculty member. Prior to joining Wor-Wic, she held 
various mental health and teaching positions. 

Riley earned her bachelor’s degree in English 
secondary education from Asbury University in 
Wilmore, Ky., her master’s degree in biblical coun-
seling from Dallas Theological Seminary in Texas 
and a doctor of education from Morgan State Uni-
versity in Baltimore.

When it’s time to call in a tutor  
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S I D I N G

To place your business card call  

410-629-5906

D E N T I S T R Y

T I T L E  S E R V I C E S

N A T U R A L  F O O D S V A C A T I O N  R E A L  E S T A T E

Gerard Ott, D.M.D., PA 

Jeremy Masenior, D.D.S. 
Family Dentistry  

1 Pitts Street 
Berlin, Maryland 21811 

 
(410) 641-3490 

ott.masenior@gmail.com 

Support Local Businesses

F I T N E S S

B O A T  L I F T S

A U T O S

H V A C

9240 Peerless Rd. 
Bishopville, MD 21813

410-629-1573 
Fax: 410-629-1946

B A N K I N G

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S

P H Y S I C A L  T H E R A P Y

 oceanpines@fyzical.com

Local Expert for Ocean City, Maryland

Vacation rental management, elevated. 

443.905.2823 

sherry.jenkins@vacasa.com 

vacasa.com

Sherry Jenkins  

S E N I O R  L I V I N G

L A W N  M A I N T E N A N C E

H A U L I N G

W R I T I N G  S E R V I C E S

Jean Marx 
443-880-0045 
jmarx.timeflys@gmail.com 
www.timeflysbooks.com

Publishing, Memoirs & More!

Place your 
business card here ! 
Call Linda Knight 

443-366-4184  

HVAC/R - PLUMBING - MECHANICAL

PELLET STOVES AND FIREPLACES

(443) 824-3741

MAINTENANCE

ENGINEERING

F L O O R I N G

410-208-3879 
(c) 443-944-5362 
ahtiffer@seafloorcarpets.com 

www.seafloorcarpets.com

11308 Manklin Creek Road, Ocean Pines
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