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Now that results from the 2020 U. S. Census
are in, redistricting committees in the North
Carolina General Assembly have once again
begun the process of redrawing the district
population lines for the next decade to deter-
mine voting strength throughout North
Carolina for local, legislative, and congression-
al elections.

Dramatic changes are already in the offing,
as North Carolina's 13 congressional districts
will be redrawn to make room for a 14th, espe-
cially since eleven of the current 13 are over-
populated beyond the required 746,711.

One of the most overpopulated voting dis-
tricts is the 12th in the Charlotte-Mecklenburg
area and is represented by Congresswoman
Alma Adams (D-NC) at 899,779, one of only two
Black representatives from North Carolina.

Ironically, the population count in the other
Black congressional district, the 1st, is short
by 59,355. That district is represented by
Representative G. K. Butterfield.

North Carolina's population in the past ten
years has grown 9.5%, especially in the six
county areas surrounding Raleigh and
Charlotte, respectively.

North Carolina currently has eight
Republican representatives and five

Democrats.
The use of past election results and party

registration is disallowed, according to the
new rules governing the process, as is any
information about the racial composition of a
proposed voting district.

That's a problem toward not constituting the
districts fairly, say Black lawmakers like State
Senator Dan Blue (D-Wake) and State Senator
Ben Clark of Fayetteville. Concerned about com-
plying with the 1965 Voting Rights Act and its
mandate not to dilute Black voting rights,
Democrats proposed guidelines for the use of
Black population data per the districts but were
essentially shot down by the GOP majority.

Since 2011, Republicans have been in control
of both Houses of the Legislature and thus
have been in control of the redistricting
process. As a result, the fruit of their efforts,
namely  racially and partisan gerrymandering
voting district maps - have been challenged in
state and federal courts, with the majority of
rulings catching the GOP trying to gain uncon-
stitutional advantage more times than not by
rigging the racial voting numbers.

Democrats maintain that the courts have
ruled out the use of race as the primary factor
in redrawing voting districts, but that doesn't
mean it can't be a factor.

The U. S. Supreme Court has ruled in the
past that, while racial gerrymandering or
"stacking and packing" Blacks into districts is

unconstitutional, but partisan gerrymander-
ing is not. Democrats, not trusting their
Republican colleagues, are challenging them
on every aspect of developing the process now,
in order to get the best outcome of what nor-
mally turns out to be a one-sided affair where
the ruling party (Republicans) use redistrict-
ing to gain even more political advantage for
the next ten years and ultimately retain power.

Republicans, however, now vow to change
that behavior.

"North Carolina has been the epicenter of
redistricting lawsuits for decades," said Sen.
Warren Daniel, R-Burke, co-chair of the Senate
Redistricting Committee, in a statement. "It's
time to put the last 30 years of litigation
behind us and begin a new era of nonpartisan
map drawing."

Even though Republicans rejected
Democratic recommendations about the rules
for drawing the maps, they insisted that the
process will be "transparent," as maps will be
drawn out in the open during committee ses-
sions with a video camera streaming the
process for North Carolina and world to see.

The deep concern among Democrats is that
Republicans across the nation are well posi-
tioned with redistricting to take over the
majority in the U. S. House during the 2022
midterm elections.

North Carolina is considered one of the key
states to watch in that GOP effort.
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During the week of August
13, the North Carolina
Association of Black County
Officials held their 114th
Annual Conference at the
Embassy Suites Conference
Center in Wilmington. Ninety-
four of North Carolina's 100
counties were represented.
There was a sense of pride
everywhere between the atten-
dees and their guests. This was
a great event for elected offi-
cials of all parties, never mak-
ing an issue of party affiliation
but issues of the people of
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color's awareness of the
issues of today's society and
working with other elected
officials in ways that will
bring county governments
together and make our gov-
ernmental systems work
more efficiently for all. It was
the assembling of people
together, not separating us
from each other. It brought a
very good feeling to know
there were no negative emo-
tions or outbursts there.
People were working on
change and building a better
America.

I was the speaker for the
Scholarship and Recognition
Banquet Award on Friday.
The Jinwright Singers were
musical participants of the
program. It was an honor
and brought a proud feeling
to be a part of this conven-
tion, but I had only one
regret. Brunswick County
was not well represented. I
saw only one county commis-
sioner from Brunswick
County, and I have to respect
him for his attendance. This
was Mr. Frank Williams.
This lets me know that one of
our commissioners cares
enough to keep up with both
sides and keep an open mind.

Times are changing and
it's going to take Black and
White minds, work together
in a clear and honest way to
keep this government mov-
ing forward in a position of
greatness.

Bernest Hewett is President
Emeritus of the Brunswick
County Branch of the
NAACP.
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BY MARK HEDIN

Special to the Trice Edney
News Wire from 
Ethnic Media Services

The United States popula-
tion is more racially diverse
than ever and increasingly
urban, according to new
data collected in the 2020
Census. But overall popula-
tion growth in the country
has slowed, newly released
Census Bureau data show.

The Census Bureau
released on Aug. 12 the first
trove of narrowly focused
information gathered in the
2020 Census. It will immedi-
ately be put to use in the
redistricting process
whereby states and local
political jurisdictions re-
draw political boundaries
to create districts of equal
populations for upcoming
elections.

The information will also
be used in countless other
ways over the next decade,
for instance, to decide
where new schools or hospi-
tals are needed, or roads, or
where it might profit a busi-
ness to set up shop.

"The U.S. population is
much more multiracial and
more racially and ethnical-
ly diverse than what we
measured in the past," said
Nicholas Jones, Census
Bureau director and senior
advisor of race and ethnic
research and outreach.

Of the 331,449,281 people
enumerated in the 10-ques-

tion census form last year,
204.3 million identified
themselves or other house-
hold members as white.
There were another 31.1
million identified as mixed-
race -- white and something
else - and 2.7 million
described as mixed race in
a combination that did not
include white.

The 204.3 million 'white
alone' population is 8.6%
less than it was the last
time everyone was counted,
in 2010.

The census questionnaire
data on ethnicity parsed the
population into the follow-
ing racial categories:
White, Asian, Black or
African American,
American Indian or Alaska
Native, Native Hawaiian or
Other Pacific Islander, and
Some Other Race. There
was a separate question
asking if the responding
household members were
Hispanic or Latino.

Once those questions were
answered, respondents
could further describe them-
selves by tribe or other ori-
gins within those six initial
categories.

Being Hispanic or Latino
is a matter of ethnicity,
according to the census, not
race. Sixty-two million peo-
ple in North America iden-
tified as being of Hispanic
or Latino origin, a 23 per-
cent increase, and then
chose a racial identification
in a separate question.

That growth was greater
than any other population's

except Asians, up 36%, to
24.6 million, including
those with mixed-race iden-
tifications.

Black Americans, includ-
ing mixed-race, now num-
ber 46.9 million, according
to the Census Bureau,
American Indian or Native
Alaskans are 9.7 million,
Native Hawaiian or Pacific
Islander 1.6 million.

Those choosing "some
other race" alone or in com-
bination were 15.1 percent
nationwide, led by New
Mexico at 32 percent,
California at 31.6 percent,
and Texas at 28.3 percent.
Nationwide, 10.2 percent
claimed "two or more
races," led by Hawaii, with
more than 25 percent so
identifying, followed by
New Mexico at 19.9 percent.

There are 22.7 million
more people in the United
States now than there were
when the last decennial
census was taken, in 2010,
enumerators found. But
that population growth of
22.7 million is the smallest
gain in the once-every-10-
years count since 1990, and
the smallest gain percent-
agewise since 1930.

Most of that growth

occurred in already-popu-
lous counties, the Census
Bureau reports. If a county
had less than 50,000 resi-
dents, it lost population.
Counties of 50,000 to 99,999
people gained an average of
4.1 percent more; counties
of more than 100,000 people
grew by 9.1 percent.

The top 10 most-populous
cities remained unchanged,
with New York at the top of
the list, followed by Los
Angeles, Chicago, Houston,
Phoenix, Philadelphia, San
Antonio, San Diego, Dallas
and San Jose.

The only change was that
now-5th place Phoenix and
6th-place Philadelphia
changed places. All of them
grew larger, as did metro
areas in general (8.7 percent),
while the more rural areas
declined by 2.8 percent.

Census Bureau statisti-
cians compiled a "diversity
index" that measured the
likelihood that two random-
ly chosen people would be
of different ethnicities.

Overall, in the United
States, that likelihood is
61.1 percent, up from 54.9
percent in 2010. In Texas,
Nevada, California, New
York, New Jersey,

Maryland, Hawaii and the
District of Columbia, the
percentage exceeded 65 per-
cent.

The likelihood that two
people chosen at random
would be of different eth-
nicities was lowest in
Maine (18.5 percent),
Vermont and West Virginia
(20.2 percent each), and
New Hampshire (23.6 per-
cent).

The U.S. population is
aging. Of respondents, 77.9
percent are 18 or older
(258.3 million), a 10.1 per-
cent increase from 2010.
The 73.1 million who aren't
yet 18, represents a 1.4 per-
cent decrease from 2010's
statistics.

The Census Bureau in
April released the state-by-
state population counts that
determine which states
gain or lose seats in the
House of Representatives.

In non-pandemic times,
census data has typically
been released a year after
"Census Day" - April 1 last
year - but, "as we all know,
the delivery has been
delayed," said James
Whitehorne, chief of the
census' redistricting and
voting rights data office.

U.S. Grows Ever-more Diverse
Census Data Show a Multiracial, Urban and Older U.S.

U.S. CENSUS BUREAU PHOTO
"The U.S. population is much more multiracial and more racially and ethnically diverse than what we measured in the past," said
Nicholas Jones, Census Bureau director and senior advisor of race and ethnic research and outreach.
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NHC SCHOOLS 
CONSIDERING 
FINGERPRINTING 
SYSTEM

[WILMINGTON] Report-

edly, North Carolina is one
of only seven states in the
nation that doesn't finger-
print school staff in order to
determine who may have a
history of sexually abusing
minors. That may change
now in NHC Public Schools
as it is reportedly working
with the NHC Sheriff's
Department to implement
the process. NHC Public

Schools already does back-
ground checks on staff and
teachers.

REV. BARBER APPEALS
FOUR-YEAR OLD 
CONVICTION

[RALEIGH] Citing that
his four-year-old trespass-
ing conviction violated his
First Amendment rights,
Rev. Dr. William Barber, co-

chair of the national Poor
People's Campaign and for-
mer president of the NC
NAACP, went before the
N.C. Court of Appeals last
week, along with his attor-
ney, defending his right to
protest when he led a 2017
demonstration on the N.C.
General Assembly. Rev.
Barber was indicted in May
2018.

N.C. HAS
TEACHER SHORTAGE
IN CORE AREAS

[GREENSBORO]  Even
though North Carolina's
licensed teachers' shortage
remarkably held stable dur-
ing the year-long pandemic,
the state still has a shortfall
of educators, primarily
because of low pay and lack
of respect, they say. The

shortage is particularly bad
in the state's rural areas,
where school systems
aren't able to afford the
signing bonuses and sup-
plements that the larger
urban systems can afford.

STATE BRIEFSSTATE BRIEFS

COMPILED BY
CASH MICHAELS

NC NAACP leader believes
convicted Jordan killer may be innocent

The president of the NC
NAACP believes that the con-
victed killer of James
Jordan, father of NBA bas-
ketball legend and
Wilmington native, Michael
Jordan, may, in fact, be inno-
cent and is supporting a filed
petition for an evidentiary
review by the North Carolina
Court of Appeals in order to
secure a new trial.

The Reverend Dr. T.
Anthony Spearman, presi-
dent of the civil rights
group, says he's convinced
that Daniel Green, who was
convicted in 1996 for the
July 1993 murder of the
elder Jordan, did not get a
fair trial.

Green, who has been in
prison for the past 28 years,

serving a life plus-ten-year
sentence, confessed to help-
ing dispose of the body of
James Jordan in a South
Carolina river in July 1993
but has always denied fatal-
ly shooting Jordan, even
though police said they
found the alleged murder
weapon and the NBA cham-
pionship ring that Michael
Jordan gave to his father at
the home where then 18
year old Green lived in
Lumberton.

A subsequent look at the
evidence in the Green case
has raised serious ques-
tions about his conviction,
like the lack of blood evi-
dence in the car in which
Jordan was supposedly shot
or linkage between the .38
caliber gun found and the
bullet that killed Jordan.

Both pieces of evidence

were inconclusive. Green
was primarily convicted by
the testimony of his child-
hood friend, co-defendant,
Larry Demery.

Demery, who was also
convicted for the Jordan
murder, reportedly, now
says that Green was not the
one who pulled the trigger.

Green and his attorney,
Chris Mumma, executive
director of the North
Carolina Center on Actual
Innocence, filed his latest
appeal with the court on
July 30, 2021.

"I'm hopeful about the
appeal," Green told WRAL-
TV, which produced a docu-
mentary entitled Moment
of Truth, questioning the
original 1993 investigation
that charged Green and the
subsequent trial that con-
victed and sentenced him.

The Raleigh television
station also produced an
accompanying podcast enti-
tled, Follow the Truth,
about the case.

It was upon viewing the
documentary and then
speaking to people whom
he knew about the Green
case, that NC NAACP Pres.
Spearman decided to pub-
licly get behind the effort to
help Daniel Green petition
for an evidentiary appellate
hearing in hopes of secur-
ing a new trial.

"The NC NAACP has
closely monitored develop-
ments in Mr. Green's case,
and supports his efforts to
obtain an evidentiary hear-
ing to review the issues
raised in his petition," Rev.
Dr. Spearman said. "These
claims and the lower courts'
failure to review them have

seriously undermined pub-
lic confidence in the inves-
tigation that identified Mr.
Green as the person who
shot Mr. Jordan."

Spearman added, "…the
circumstances surrounding
[Green's] conviction are

concerning, even bizarre,
and warrant a closer look!
The NC NAACP supports
Daniel Green's efforts to
seek appellate review of
this most recent order
denying him an evidentiary
hearing!"

BY CASH MICHAELS
OF THE WILMINGTON JOURNAL

DANIEL GREEN JAMES JORDAN

REV. DR. T. ANTHONY SPEARMAN



T he right to vote is fundamental to a democracy.
Today in America, however, that right is under par-
tisan attack across the country. If it is to be defend-

ed, nonpartisan reforms must pass across a partisan divide.
The question now is whether Democrats will join together

to protect the right to vote from the assault it faces from
Republicans at every level of government. That assault is

clear and unrelenting. Right-wing justices on
the Supreme Court — appointed by
Republican presidents — have systematically
undermined the right to vote — gutting the
Voting Rights Act, opening the door to unlim-
ited and secret money from corporations and
the super-rich, and enabling partisan gerry-
mandering free of judicial review. At the state
level, Republican operatives and politicians
have echoed Donald Trump’s Big Lie about the
2020 election — a lie refuted by Trump’s own
attorney general, by Trump-appointed judges
and by Republican election officials.

They have all used fictitious delusions
about fraud as an excuse to pass a bevy of laws to make vot-
ing harder in states that they control. Thus far, 18 Republican-
controlled states have passed laws to limit access to the ballot
box, or, even more dangerously, to undercut an independent,
nonpartisan counting of the ballots cast.

And at the national level, Republicans in the Senate have
joined at the hip to block efforts to reform election laws to pro-
tect free and fair elections. They have used the filibuster to
block the ability of the majority to act. The reality is indis-
putable. One party — the party supported by a minority of the
American people — is seeking to make it harder to vote.

One party supported by a growing majority is seeking to
make voting easier. That isn’t new. After the Civil War, the
14th and 15th Amendments, which guaranteed freed slaves
the right to vote and to equal protection under the laws, were
only passed over the bitter partisan opposition of Southern
Democrats. Modern-day Republicans are now following in the
footsteps of the plantation Democrats of the Old South, who
enacted the Jim Crow laws that suppressed the Black vote for
decades.

Are today’s Democrats prepared to protect the right to vote
against their efforts? On August 16, the population data from
the recent census will be released to the states. This will trig-
ger a flurry of redistricting with Republicans intent on parti-
san gerrymandering that could give them enough rigged seats
to win the House. Two Democratic senators — West Virginia’s
Joe Manchin and Arizona’s Krysten Sinema — argue that
they will oppose suspending or repealing the filibuster to pass
voter reforms because they should be passed on a bipartisan
basis.

“The right to vote is fundamental to our American democ-
racy and protecting that right should not be about party or
politics,” wrote Manchin, adding that “protecting this right ...
should never be done in a partisan manner.” Surely, it would
be preferable to pass reforms with the support of both parties,
but it is impossible when one party is all in on voter suppres-
sion. The Democratic leadership plans to give Manchin the
chance to enlist Republican support for the modest election
reforms that Manchin backs.

There is no sign that he can gain anything close to the 10
Republican votes needed to overcome a filibuster. Delay is a
loser’s game. It is time for Democrats to act, and for Manchin
and Sinema to face reality. Congress must pass reforms to out-
law partisan gerrymandering and protect access to the ballot
box before it is too late. That will require suspending or
repealing the filibuster and ending the ability of the minori-
ty to frustrate the will of the majority. It’s time for our democ-
racy to work — this time to protect itself.

Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr., is the founder of Rainbow Coalition.
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The Wilmington Journal was founded on
the principle of the Black Press Credo. The
Black Press believes that America can best
lead the world away from racial and
national antagonism when it accords to
every person, regardless of race, color or
creed, full human and legal rights. Hating

no person in the firm belief that all are hurt as long as anyone is
held back.

The Wilmington Journal welcomes letters from its readers. All
letters are subject to editing. We will not publish pseudonymous
letters. All correspondence must include a home address and a
daytime phone number. All correspondence must be signed,
unless it is e-mailed. Letters may be sent to our Physical Address:
412 S. 7th Street, 28401 or our Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1020,
28402. We also accept letters via e-mail at wilmjourn@aol.com or
via fax at (910) 343-1334.
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MMaakkiinngg  ggoooodd  ttrroouubbllee
(TriceEdneyWire.com) 

R ep. John Lewis, the
civil rights icon
who died last year,

liked to tell activists that
building a better world
depended on people being
willing to make “good trou-
ble.” Rep. Cori Bush has just
given us an example of effec-
tive troublemaking that
should inspire us to action.

Rep. Bush is in her first
term as a member of
Congress representing St.
Louis, Missouri. She didn’t
come with a typical resume of
prestigious college and law
school degrees and previous
political jobs. Bush got into
politics protesting police
killings of unarmed Black
men. Because her work was
seen and respected in her
community, she beat the odds
and beat a long-time member
of Congress.

Bush has experienced evic-
tion herself. She knows how
disruptive and dangerous it
can be. So she wasn’t going to
stay quiet when Biden admin-
istration officials and con-
gressional leaders were ready
to let a COVID-19 moratorium
on evictions expire and put
millions of families at risk.

The temporary eviction
ban was put in place by the
Centers for Disease Control
last September as a public
health measure. Millions of
families fell behind on rent

because of the economic tur-
moil caused by the pandemic.
The CDC knew that forcing
those families out of their
homes and into shelters or
onto the streets in the middle
of a pandemic would cost
lives.

That original moratorium
expired on
July 31. It
made no sense
to kick people
out of their
homes just
when the
Delta variant
of the COVID-
19 virus was
pushing the
pandemic into
another dead-
ly phase.

But the
Supreme Court’s right-wing
justices had signaled their
disapproval for the moratori-
um. So the White House and
congressional leaders played
a bit of last-minute hot potato
before Congress left town for
its August recess without tak-
ing action to protect the fami-
lies at risk of homelessness.

Rep. Bush grabbed a sleep-
ing bag and camped out on
the steps of the U.S. Capitol
for several days to shame peo-
ple into action. You can be
sure that many of her col-
leagues didn’t like being put
on the spot as they went on
vacation. Some of them
anonymously criticized her

tactics. Her hometown paper
said she was ignoring “politi-
cal reality.” Her right-wing
critics ranged from dismis-
sive to abusive.

But it worked. Bush’s trou-
blemaking meant that public
officials could not just deflect
attention from the crisis that
was about to engulf thou-
sands of families. And the
White House worked with the
CDC to extend protection
against eviction for the vast
majority of people at risk.

The new moratorium is
being challenged in court,
and it will expire in October.
But it is buying time for fami-
lies at risk. It is giving local
officials a chance to get
money into the hands of peo-
ple who need it.

Bush’s good troublemaking
also brought needed attention
to the fact that Congress had
approved $46.5 billion to help
renters and their landlords,
but some states and counties
hadn’t distributed a penny of
it even months after they got
the money.

When I saw people criticiz-
ing Rep. Bush for her tactics, I
thought of Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s Letter from a
Birmingham jail. He wrote
that he had almost concluded
that a greater stumbling
block to the freedom move-
ment than the KKK was the
white moderate more devoted
to “order” than justice, who
constantly says, “I agree with

you in the goal you seek, but I
cannot agree with your meth-
ods of direct action.”

Rep. Bush saw that fami-
lies behind on rent were fac-
ing a crisis point. Our democ-
racy is also facing a crisis
point. In state after state,
where Republicans are in
control, they are imposing
new barriers to voting as
they try to prolong and
expand their hold on power.
They want the power to resist
progress on racial equity,
access to health care, and all
the other issues that motivat-
ed people to turn out and vote
for Joe Biden.

We can’t let them win.
Voting rights activists across
the country are organizing.
They’re looking for people to
help them make good trouble.
When that opportunity
comes your way, think of
John Lewis and Cori Bush.
And answer the call.

Ben Jealous serves as presi-
dent of People For the
American Way. Jealous has
decades of experience as a
leader, coalition builder, cam-
paigner for social justice and
seasoned nonprofit executive.
In 2008, he was chosen as the
youngest-ever president and
CEO of the NAACP. He is a
graduate of Columbia
University and Oxford, where
he was a Rhodes Scholar, and
he has taught at Princeton
and the University of
Pennsylvania.

TO BE EQUALTO BE EQUAL
DDooccuummeennttaarryy  ffiillmm  oonn  DDiicckk  GGrreeggoorryy  

sseettss  tthhee  rreeccoorrdd  ssttrraaiigghhtt  oonn  aaccttiivviisstt  ccoommeeddiiaann''ss  lleeggaaccyy
(TriceEdneyWire.com) 

“I chose to be an agitator. The
next time you put your under-
wear in the washing machine,
take the agitator out, and all
you’re going to end up with are
some dirty, wet drawers.” – Dick
Gregory In the four years since
we lost comedian and civil
rights activist Dick Gregory,
his powerful voice has been
missed amid the recent broad-
ening and intensifying move-
ment for racial justice and
equity. As the nation marked
the 56th anniversary of the
Voting Rights Act this week,
few remembered Gregory as
someone who put not only his
career but his very life on the
line in support of voting rights.
He was among the thousands
arrested during the iconic
Birmingham Campaign of 1963
that flooded America’s newspa-
pers and televisions with vio-
lent images of protestors being
attacked with firehoses and
police dogs. That fall, he spoke
for hours in Selma, rallying
hundreds of Black residents to
line up at the voter registration
office on "Freedom Day."

T he following sum-
mer, when voting
activists James

Chaney, Andrew Goodman and
M i c k e y
Schwer ner
went miss-
ing, a $25,000
reward for
information,
raised by
Gregory, led
to the discov-
ery of their
bodies. A
new docu-
mentary, The
One and

Only Dick Gregory, sets the
record straight on Gregory’s
legacy. I’m honored to be
involved in several events sur-
rounding the film’s screening
at the Martha’s Vineyard
African-American Film
Festival this week:

On Wednesday, I’ll take part
in a panel discussion on
Critical Race Theory, The
Intersection of Race, Culture &
Creativity, along with the Rev.
Dante R. Quick, Senior Pastor,
First Baptist Church of
Lincoln Gardens, and
Adrianne C. Smith, Senior

Partner and Chief Diversity
and Inclusion Officer at
FleishmanHillard.

Thursday morning, at 10am
Eastern Time, is a special
Martha’s Vineyard edition of
ReMARCs Live, when I’ll be
joined by the festival’s co-
founders Stephanie Taveras-
Rance and Floyd A.B. Rance
III.

Then, following the film’s
8pm screening, I’ll be leading a
conversation with the director,
Andre Gaines. The release of
the documentary and the dis-
cussions around it are especial-
ly meaningful to me. Dick
Gregory was both a personal
friend and a strong supporter
of the Urban League
Movement. He was a guest at
my wedding, and spent two
weeks campaigning for me in
New Orleans neighborhoods
during my 1994 runoff cam-
paign for Mayor. He was a fre-
quent speaker at Urban League
events. The film recounts how
Gregory’s stand-up comedy
career took off after a bravura
performance before an audi-
ence of white southerners at
the Chicago Playboy Club …
and how he sacrificed it all to

dedicate himself to the Civil
Rights Movement. My prede-
cessor at the National Urban
League, Whitney M. Young, Jr.,
felt that Gregory, with his bit-
ing satire mocking racism and
segregation, could accomplish
more for the cause of racial jus-
tice onstage than in the streets.
Gregory’s response: “When
America goes to war, she don’t
send her comedians.”

He was arrested dozens of
times, often beaten, and shot at
least once. His body became an
instrument for protest, as he
endured hunger strikes over
the Vietnam War, the Equal
Rights Amendment, police bru-
tality, apartheid, nuclear power,
prison reform, drug abuse and
Native American rights. The
One and Only Dick Gregory
comes at a moment when the
rights for which Gregory
fought and bled face a threat
more serious than any in more
than half a century. Gregory
sacrificed fame, fortune and
physical safety to secure these
rights. We honor his legacy by
defending them.

“Marc Morial is
President/CEO of the National
Urban League.

Marc
Morial

Ben
Jealous

Rev. Jesse
Jackson,
Sr.
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WW hite people, don't
take it personally
and don't lose

your minds, but the numbers
are in and the numbers don't
lie.

For the first time in the his-
tory of the U.S. census, the
non-Hispanic white popula-
tion has fallen. With their
numbers dropping from 63.7%
in 2010 to 57.8% in 2020, white
Americans are estimated to
become a minority by 2045,
according to the U.S. Census
Bureau.

This shift in numbers need
not be perceived as a bad thing
by white people or anyone else
because demographic shifts
are not a reflection of merit.
While many white people will
certainly be cool with these
declining numbers, others
may not welcome the opportu-
nity to join the community of
minorities. They will see this
diminution of their percent-
age of the population as an
existential threat.

The long-enforced social
order that has afforded white
people the lion's share of the
values available to the
American community has
been dependent upon the abili-
ty to visit violence upon any-
one who challenged that order.
Much like the lion's ability to
remain at the top of the food

chain because of its sharp
claws and teeth and aggressive
nature, Because of its capacity
for violence and aggressive
nature, Western society has

kept white
people at the
top of the
s o c i o - e c o -
nomic heap.

D e s p i t e
v i o l e n c e
being at the
foundation of
white privi-
lege in
America, the
notions of

majority rule and the rule of
law were used to hide the race-
based inequities inflicted upon
people of color for centuries. It
was a very simple formula for
justifying the maintenance of
power by white people. In a
democracy, numerical superi-
ority guarantees dominance.
The shorthand version of this
reality is "majority rule." With
white people in the majority,
the principles of democracy
guaranteed that they made the
rules, which codified white
privilege into laws in many
instances. White privilege
necessitated the maintenance
of democracy and the rule of
law.

Prior to the Civil War, the
rule of law dictated that

enslaved African Americans
were chattel, property of the
people who enslaved them. If
any of these enslaved individ-
uals escaped their bondage,
the rule of law required that
they be returned to their
enslavers. And until the 14th
Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution was passed in
1868, "[the Negro] had no
rights which the white man
was bound to respect," accord-
ing to U.S. Supreme Court
Chief Justice Roger B. Taney
in his decision handed down
in the landmark Dred Scott
case. Descendants of Africa
were not deemed to be deserv-
ing of respect.

This logic was born out of a
world view of Western culture
that was thousands of years in
the making and twisted during
the last five centuries into its
current manifestation.

Western political structure
was based upon notions of
meritocracy stretching back
beyond ancient Greece to the
time of the pharaohs of Egypt.
Meritocracy dictated that
those deemed deserving by
society should make its rules
and regulate the allocation of
its benefits.

After the collapse of the
ancient world, religion was the
general measure of merit, as
the faithful were doing God's

will. Christians, Muslims and
Jews all claimed the path of
righteousness as theirs and
theirs alone, and enslaving
pagans was justifiable on the
grounds of religion.

During the Renaissance in
Europe, as the enslaved began
to convert to Christianity, it
became difficult to justify
enslavement based upon the
lack of Christian values. At
this point, religion gave way to
race as the justification for the
enslavement of people of color
and numerous inferiorities
were ascribed to them as justi-
fication for the continuation of
their enslavement.

Even after the American
Civil War and passage of the
14th Amendment, African
Americans and other people of
color were relegated to a lower
status in this country, entitled
only to those crumbs of life
and liberty that white
Americans deemed to allow
them. The rule of law demo-
cratically enacted and
enforced by the political
majority was a bulwark
against any loss of privilege
by white people.

On the other hand, when
superior numbers fade, so
does the utility of democracy.
Then democracy is scrapped
for expediency.

In the wake of the rise of

Black political power during
Reconstruction, the Ku Klux
Klan and extreme violence
arose to enforce a new unwrit-
ten rule of law - a law of white
supremacy at any cost. And as
always, the justification for
violence against people of
color was that they were a
threat.

The shrinking of the white
majority in America has agi-
tated a certain portion of the
population that sees a threat
in the rising tide of black and
brown people. They realize
that if the demographic
trends continue, they no
longer can rely on their supe-
riority in numbers to guaran-
tee them advantages in life.

A great deal of rhetoric is
being espoused by white
alarmists denying that their
raising a red flag signaling the
loss of numerical superiority
in America has anything to do
with white privilege. But just
as Confederate lovers claim
the Civil War was about state's
rights without specifying that
the right the states were pri-
marily fighting for was the
right to own slaves, these
demographic alarmists do not
reveal that the increasing per-
centages of people of color
threatens white dominance.

Historians today tell us that
the Germans who followed

Adolph Hitler believed they
were facing an existential cri-
sis and had to fight for their
very existence. Additionally,
Hitler offered the majority
population identifiable
minorities as scapegoats.
Germany's descent into
Nazism did not work out well
for Germany or the world at
large, and it was thought to
be common knowledge
around the globe that such
desperate attempts to main-
tain cultural or ethnic domi-
nance were bad ideas.

The rest of the country,
and indeed, the rest of the
world are watching tensely to
see if that restive portion of
America's white population
further loses its grip on reali-
ty and strikes out in fear with
destructive consequences.
But the global community
will not tolerate a hateful
America motivated by griev-
ance politics and behaving
like a schoolyard bully to
maintain the status quo.
Even if America is not able to
prevent its own descent into
authoritarianism, the com-
munity of nations will not
stand for it.

Oscar H. Blayton is a for-
mer Marine Corps combat
pilot and human rights
activist who practices law in
Virginia.

II love the fact millions of
people-young, old,
Black, Brown, Bi-racial,

European, Asian, and
"Others"-- have recently been
introduced to John Lewis
through one of his favorite say-
ings: Lets' Make Some Good
Trouble. Let's Make some
Necessary Trouble.

I met John Lewis on August
28, 1963. I had been working
with CORE-the Congress Of
Racial Equality--which James
Farmer and other non-violent
anti-racists had spun off from
the Fellowship of
Reconciliation in the late 1950's
when its members risked their
lives in bus trips throughout
the South. These Freedom
Rides introduced John Lewis
to the Moral dimensions of
Non-Violent Direct Action.
The long term aim was to put a
stake in the heart of Jim Crow
in the South, after the
NAACP's Brown v. Board victo-
ry in 1954.

John Lewis was 23 years
old; I was 27 at the March for
Jobs and Justice and the
speeches of the major civil
rights groups. John was the
chair of the Student Non-
Violent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC) that was
formed three years earlier at
Shaw University in Raleigh.
His job that day was to repre-
sent SNCC and CORE, since
our leader, Jim Farmer was in
prison in Mississippi.

The original copy of his
speech was seen as too militant
by the Bayard Rustin and the
other March organizers.

John's original speech  blasted
President Kennedy and his
Attorney General-Brother,
Robert Kennedy, for not using
the Government's full power to
protect the non-violent SNCC
and CORE organizers in the
deep South. When some of the
old-timers read John's speech,

they met with
him and told
him he had to
tone it down.
John felt
strongly that
he should
paint a picture
of the violent
racist groups
that ruled the
south at night
in their white
sheets and in

the day from their courthouse
jobs. Robert Kennedy had con-
fidential informants in the
Klan and the Courthouses, but
still they were allowed to beat,
jail, and assassinate SNCC and
CORE field secretaries. The
CORE leader, Jim Farmer, was
locked up in a southern prison,
and John wanted to talk about
that.

Now! That has always been
John's favorite word. Now!
Listen to the toned down
speech John gave on August 28,
1963. You can find it on the
internet.

John came up with "Good
Trouble" and "Necessary
Trouble" sayings much later,
after the Racist Republican-
Tea Party groups had insinuat-
ed themselves into Mr.
Lincoln's Party, with Richard

Nixon in the late 1960's. One of
the tricks of Tricky Dick was
to set up false dichotomies-
false choices--to prevent our
generation's from completing
our historical duty-to build a
broad popular Movement to
dismantle the systems of slav-
ery and Jim Crow in the South.

My friend John loved to
challenge false dichotomies. . .
fale choices. He loved putting
Good and Trouble into the
same phrase. Let me close by
examining John
Lewis'challenging these false
choices with a little quiz:

1. What do we want?  Justice
or Truth?   Answer: Yes!

2. When do we want it?
Now! (John's favorite word!) Or
it is obviously a  long struggle
to build a multi-racial grass
roots movement?  Answer: Yes

3. In 1963 at the March on
Washington, was Rev. John
Lewis or Rev. Martin Luther
King the most effective
Prophet?  Yes

4. In John Lewis' congres-
sional years and he challenged
his colleagues to take up their
generational duty, which was
more powerful-- "Necessary
Trouble or Good Trouble?"
Yes

5. When my friend, Rev. Dr.
William Barber II, says this is a
Movement, Not a Moment,
which is it?  Yes.

6. Is it a Movement of Truth
or a Moment of Justice?  Yes

7. Which are the best verses
of the Anthem of the Civil
Rights Movement? We Shall
Overcome  or We Are Not
Afraid?   Yes

8. Is it Race or Class?  Yes
9. Is our Legislation Target

Voting Rights or End the
Filibuster?  Yes.

10. Which is more neces-
sary?  Getting your head
cracked open on the Pettus
Bridge or Meeting with LBJ in
the White House to figure out
how to get the VRA passed?
Yes

My favorite dichotomy is
learning in silence, as opposed
to having someone teaching
with word noises. As if people
don't learn in silence. Let's
think about John Lewis in
silent for a minute. Then let us
work to pass every law that
has his name a

Att. McSurely worked in
the Civil Rights Movement
from 1960 to 1968, when his
family's home was dynamited
in Eastern Kentucky.
Margaret Herring and he
were charged with overthrow-
ing the Government of
Kentucky by building moral
fusion alliances with
Appalachian coal miners and
Black voters. He became a
lawyer after 15 years of
apprenticeship to Bill
Kunstler, Arthur Kinoy, and
Morton Stavis while they
fought off charges of sedition
and contempt. He earned his
law degree from NCCU Law
School and has been suing
racist institutions ever since.
He has worked closely with
his friend, Bishop William J.
Barber II. Five years ago, he
married O'Linda Watkins,
President of Moore County
NAACP Branch.

5OPINIONThursday, August 19, 2021

CRAZY FAITH MINISTRIESCRAZY FAITH MINISTRIES

AAmmeerriiccaa''ss  
ddiirrttyy  llaauunnddrryy  iiss  iinn  ffuullll  vviieeww

RR epublican politicians are  gleeful, it seems, as the
debacle in Afghanistan unfolds before our very eyes,
as the Delta variant of COVID-19 continues to cause

hundreds of thousands of people to get sick and, worse, die,
and as states pass laws to curtail the ability of Black people to
vote in upcoming elections.

Their disrespect and disregard for the law is astounding,
given the fact that they have always said that they were sup-
porters of law and order and touted the mantra that America
goes by "the rule of law."

But what we saw during the previous administration is not
only a disrespect for the law, but blatant arrogance as law-
makers ignored subpoenas issued to find out what was going
on in that administration that was illegal, immoral, or both.

We saw during the January 6th insurrection scores of peo-
ple who were themselves members of "law
enforcement," and of the military. We saw
these people disregard the law and the United
States Constitution as they stormed the capi-
tol building, intent on stopping the certifica-
tion of the outcome of the 2020 election - and
we saw them beat police officers who were
there doing their job.

Their disrespect of the law - and of police
officers - was highlighted for me this week as
I listened to a podcast where Cecil Rhambo, a
candidate for sheriff in Los Angeles,
described the reality of some police depart-
ments being populated by white gang mem-
bers. I was not surprised, because I have long

thought that too many police officers took those jobs in order
to legally kill and harass people - including and especially
Black people, but to hear this political candidate talk about it
was sobering.
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nMM22wTCCYQ) 

Republicans, I am sure, are aware of this, but ignore it.
Their goal is to stop the browning of America and to keep peo-
ple "in their place." But the hypocrisy is as staggering as it is
troubling. White Republicans are so afraid of losing their
power that they have lost their moral compass; all that mat-
ters is holding onto power, no matter what. If they have to rig
and set up the infrastructure to steal elections, they are show-
ing us that they will do it.

They slyly jump on and criticize those who say "defund the
police," meaning that Black and Brown people are tired of
being criminalized, unjustly targeted, harassed and brutal-
ized by police, but at the same time they are silent as some
politicians call for the "defunding" of hospitals, public
schools, colleges and universities, and private businesses that
are trying to curb the spread of COVID-19 by requiring that
people inside their walls wear masks.

This weekend we saw footage of a man who threatened city
officials with violence if the city did not back off from requir-
ing people to wear masks. And we all saw angry parents
attack medical representatives who tried to explain the bene-
fits of having children wear masks as the Delta variant con-
tinues to wreak havoc. (

https://thehill.com/homenews/state-watch/567374-par-
ents-surround-physicians-advocating-for-masks-in-schools-
we-know-who) 

Not only are we seeing the blatant disrespect for the law by
Republicans, but also a fairly disregard for human life. The
"pro-life" people are silent as unvaccinated people - including
children - continue to contract COVID-19. What about their
commitment to life? If they do not care about school children
getting sick and dying from a virus infection that could have
been mitigated by taking a vaccine, what is life to them, real-
ly?

I am surprised that these values-touting politicians have
lost their tongues and voices, and that their commitment to
police is so fake. Everything that they are, and everything
that they stand for, has been dumped in the middle of this
struggling nation. It is not clear how we get clear of this mess
that we are in, but one thing is sure: The sheet has been pulled
off of the imposters of justice. What we do with what we have
learned and are still learning will be critical as we move for-
ward and if this country survives the attack on democracy. I
hope and pray that politicians, legislators, organizers, and the
media will recognize that the America we grew used to is
gone and is under attack - and that they will move forward in
their work accordingly.

The gated community of white supremacy and raw, corrupt
power has been breached, and that is a dangerous, yet pre-
scient reality.

Copyright Susan K Smith. Please consider purchasing my
latest book, With Liberty and Justice for Some: The Bible, the
Constitution, and Racism in America. 

Rev. Susan
K. Smith

Al
McSurely

Oscar H.
Blayton

Angry Old White Civil Rights Lawyer Not Tired YetAngry Old White Civil Rights Lawyer Not Tired Yet

MMeemmoorriieess  ooff  JJoohhnn  LLeewwiiss

(TriceEdneyWire.com) 

MM ike Pompeo, I
read your
thoughts about

America being "the greatest
nation and greatest force for
good on the planet, and it is
up to us to keep it that way."
Obviously, you’ve never lived
as a Black person, so with a
few adjustments in your
thinking, I could agree with
you. If only you'd said
America is the greatest
nation and the greatest force
for good on the planet for
white people, I could agree
with you. Understand that
other people who're not white
haven't had it as good as you
have.

Imagine you were Black,
Brown, Red, or Yellow. Do you
think you'd have enjoyed the
historic brutality of white
people? Suppose this was the
native land of your ancestors
and suddenly your land was
stolen, your people were
killed, treaties were dishon-
ored, and your people were
forced to live on undesirable
land with few resources and
fewer prospects for a prosper-
ous future. Would you have
enjoyed that?

Suppose you'd been placed
in concentration camps, or

your family worked the fields
raising fruits and vegetables
for the masses while being
paid less than minimum
wage? Imagine your infant
children being rounded up in
their young adulthood and
deported to a country where
they'd never lived and where
they had no social or mini-
mal cultural connection.

Think about it. All of these
things were
done to non-
white peo-
ple by white
people like
you. White
people like
you became
the benefici-
aries of
their labor
and their
deprivation.
Truthfully,

if circumstances were
reversed, would you really sit
back, grin, and be happy
about people of color pros-
pering while your people
were lynched, brutally beat-
en/killed by the police with-
out consequences, relegated
to the back of the bus, or to
jobs below minimum wage?
Would you really be happy
forgetting the cruelty that
has existed for years and con-

tinues under the veil of
social order?

Seriously, if your white
people had been denied edu-
cation, denied decent hous-
ing, denied decent jobs--
denied just about everything
you would ever have hoped
for, would you be shouting
from rooftops how great
America is, and that you
don't want to hear anything
about Critical Race Theory
or the truth thereof ? You
mean you really wouldn't
care that, with few excep-
tions, your community didn't
have decent healthcare or
grocery stores or good
schools?

Knowing your current ele-
vated lifestyle, I find it diffi-
cult to believe that, under the
oppressive circumstances
previously described, you
wouldn't have wanted equal
rights, safe streets, fair police
protection, fair voting rights,
and the opportunity to suc-
ceed on the basis of your per-
sonal merit. Truth is some-
times hard to take, but if
things had been reversed, I
believe you would be found in
the street yelling "White
Lives Matter," "White Voters
Matter," "I'm white and I'm
proud!"

In reality, you ARE white

and were born with all the
associated privileges. My
observations inform me that
even poor whites understand
the privilege their color
offers them.

Too often, the inability to
understand leads one to false-
ly believe their privilege
derives from being smarter
or more deserving. That
wrong-thinking will lead, as
it has seemingly led you, to
become an undeserving, self-
serving, uncaring, ignorant
white man who knows the
truth, but who can't contend
with the discomfort of
acknowledging the truth.
Your greatest fear is losing
undeserved white privilege
and having the rest of us
treated like the beings God
made us.

If you could just imagine
what equality would be like, I
am sure you would not have
written that muddled article
you wrote for CAVPAC.
Critical Race Theory is about
truth-telling and it's obvious
that people like you know lit-
tle about TRUTH!

Dr. E. Faye Williams is
President of the National
Congress of Black Women
and host of “Wake Up and
Stay Woke” on WPFW-89.3
FM.

MMeessssaaggee  ttoo  MMiicchhaaeell

Dr. E. Faye
Williams

DDeeaarr  wwhhiittee  ppeeooppllee--PPlleeaassee  ddoonn’’tt  lloossee  yyoouurr  mmiinnddss
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Wilmington's Hill School
that provides education serv-
ices for students with learn-
ing differences will celebrate
ten years during a special
October event.

In conjunction with
Dyslexia Awareness Month
the academic institution will
host, "Oyster Roast and Ten
Year Toast," at UNC

Wilmington Watson School
Of Education.

The evening event sched-
uled for October 8, from 6:30
to 10:30 pm will highlight
dyslexia, student needs, and
Hill School operations and
services.

Executive Director, Susan
Mixon Harrell is also consid-
ering the expansion of serv-
ices for more students.

In August 2010 Hill School
originated through an initia-

tive in Saint James Parish for
six students with learning
differences.

Tremendous school growth
for a decade now has the pop-
ulation at fifty-two in a sepa-
rate suburban location at
3333 Jaeckle Drive.

The student-teacher ratio
is four to one.

"We know that the direct,
multi-sensory, explicit
instruction, and the encour-
aging 'growth mindset'

atmosphere here changes our
students into more confident
learners," Harrell said.

"We are delighted to have
experienced success both for
individual students as well as
institutionally in the last
decade."

Hill School uses the Orton-
Gillingham learning theory
and approaches for teaching
reading, writing, language,
and math.

The mission is to educate

and empower students.
Learning differences are

typically linked to self
esteem and confidence prob-
lems from past traditional
school classroom experi-
ences, according to the
Director.

Hill School seeks to elimi-
nate those negative effects.

In NC educational
researchers document that
eighty percent of students
with learning disabilities are

dyslexic.
The school's October

Dyslexia Awareness Month
activities will focus on the
disorder that manifests with
problematic abilities to read,
or differentiate and interpret
the uses of letters and sym-
bols.

For more details about Hill
School and the, "Oyster Roast
and Ten Year Toast," contact
Harrell,director@hillschoolo
fwilmington.org

LLooccaall  HHiillll  SScchhooooll  ffoorr  LLeeaarrnniinngg  DDiissaabbiilliittiieess  cceelleebbrraatteess

IInn  LLoovviinngg  MMeemmoorryy  OOff

AAnnnniiee  MMaarriiee  BBrriinnkklleeyy
JJuullyy  1133,,  11992299      ------      AAuugguusstt  1188,,  22001166

Lady Bug, when I think of all of our times together over the
years and the great influence you had /have in my life, I feel

blessed to have had a woman like you as my Mother.
I could not ask for a better Mother and best friend.

Thank you for all the joy you brought me and the many sac-
rifices you made for me to give me a better life.

You added so much Sunshine to My Life. I know you've
heard this before because I've always told you, but I never

get tired of telling you how wonderful you are.
My Dear Lady Bug, you showed me how to love by loving,
how to give by giving, when I fell down you picked me up,

wiped my tears and eased my pain. You were my first sweet-
heart, you gave me my first "princess ring."  

You walked with me and my dreams every step in time and
your belief in me has taught me what love really means.
One of the nicest things about us was the closeness we

shared.
Time may bring many changes in our lives but through the
years, some things last and grow even more precious-- like
the special joy of having you for My Mother. Death cannot
diminish the important ways you touched my life and grief

cannot take away the happiness and love we shared.
I Miss You every day but I'm always remembering with 

Love and Pride what a loving Mother You've Always been.
I know my sorrow will fade in time, but My Love for You

Remains Forever.
You Are and Always Will Be The Wind Beneath My Wings.

Your grateful daughter, Gloria Brinkley-Caldwell

HHaappppyy  BBiirrtthhddaayy

DDoollllyy  EE..  HHoollmmeess  
SSuunnrriissee::  AAuugguusstt  2244,,  11995566

SSuunnsseett::  JJuunnee  33,,  22000099

It hasn’t been the same
aroundhere since you’ve been

gone. I really miss hearing
your laugh and seeing your

smiling face. Today is the day
I miss you the most because

it’s your birthday, the day you
were brought into this world.
I hope the angels are celbrat-
ing with you in Heaven and 

making you feel loved.

Love your son
Man

Honor Your

Loved One With

A Memoriam in 

THE 

WILMINGTON

JOURNAL

CALL US AT 

910-762-5502
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Reginald Gore

Reginald Gore died August
09, 2021. Funeral services were
held on Saturday, August 14,
2021 at the Willie L. Shaw Jr.
Memorial Chapel.

Reginald Samuel Gore, son
of the late Dorothy Williams
Gore and Sammie Lee Gore
was born on November 29,
1960, at James Walker
Hospital, Wilmington, North
Carolina. Reggie was educated
in the New Hanover County
School System, graduating
from John T. Hoggard High
School in the Class of 1981.
Reggie spent several years
working along-side his father
and older brother as a long-
shoreman with ILA Local 1426.
He was also a member of the
group known as "The
Chocolate Block" and the
famous "Death Valley" Sandlot
Football Team. He was preced-
ed in death by his younger
brother, Kenneth Gore.

He leaves to cherish his
memory: his daughter,
Shakieta (Rhomiel) Bethea;
grandchildren, Tatyana
Melvin, Dominic, Jalen and
Jordyn Bethea; brothers:
Henry (Fonda) Williams and
Darryl Hansley; sister, Angela
"Niecy" Gore-Jones; aunts,
Maxie Sinkler and Beverly
Ann Mays; uncle, McKinley
"Sunny" Mays; nieces, Eboni

(Trey) Crumpler and Latoya
Thompson; nephews, James
"AJ" Jones, Jurrell Jones and
Tyrale Gore; great-nieces,
Semiya Thompson, Skyler
Crumpler, Arya Holleman and
Addyson and Ayva Gore; great-
nephews, Sehmir Tindall,
Jurrell "CJ" Jones and
Damarius Gore; a host of other
relatives and friends. A
Service of John H. Shaw's Son
Funeral Home.

David Moore

David Moore died August 9,
2021. Graveside services were
held on Saturday, August 14,
2021 at Graham Chapel AME
Zion Church Cemetery.

David Glenn Moore, son of
Willie Mae Brown and Ralph
Bowen, Jr. was born December
21, 1970 in Bladen County,
North Carolina. David gave
God his heart at a young age
and joined Mt. Calvary
Missionary Baptist Church.
He was educated in the New
Hanover County School
System, graduating from New
Hanover High School. David
was a loving son, father, broth-
er and friend. David loved his
children and spent time with
them. David was preceded in
death by two brothers, Marcell
Bowen and Ricoreo Bowen.

He leaves to cherish fond
memories: four sons,

Diamonte, Montel and Isaiah
of Durham, NC and Jeremiah
of Dunn, NC; his loving moth-
er, Willie Mae Brown (David) of
Wilmington, NC; his father,
Ralph Bowen (Rena) of
Atkinson, NC; one sister, Helen
Daniels of Castle Hayne, NC;
two brothers, Kim Murphy
(Debra) and James Tyrone
Murphy (Brenda) all of
Atkinson, NC; a host of aunts,
uncles, nieces, nephews,
cousins and many friends. A
Service of John H. Shaw's Son
Funeral Home.

Elizabeth MacRae

Elizabeth MacRae died
August 10, 2021. Funeral
arrangements are incomplete
at this time. A Service of John
H. Shaw's Son Funeral Home.

Romona Nixon

Romona Nixon died August
12, 2021. Funeral service will
be 12:00 noon on Saturday,
August 21, 2021 at Mt. Calvary
Missionary Baptist Church.
Burial will follow in
Greenlawn Memorial Park.
Visitation will be from, 6-8:00
P.M. on Friday at the funeral
home. A Service of John H.
Shaw's Son Funeral Home.

Leroy Bunting, Jr.

Leroy Bunting, Jr. died August
15, 2021. A memorial service
will be held at a later date. A
Service of John H. Shaw's Son
Funeral Home.

Theresa Broughton Harris

Ms. Theresa Broughton
Harris, daughter of the late
Abraham and Christina
Broughton, departed her life at
10:00 a.m. in the morning of
August 4, 2021, at Cypress
Pointe Rehabilitation Center,
Wilmington, North Carolina.
Theresa, known to most as
"Rosebud," was born in
Charleston, South Carolina.

Theresa was educated in the
public school system of
Charleston, taking her first job
with the Charleston Naval Base
during World War II.

In the earlier years, Rosebud
would marry twice, becoming
widowed to Dan Pierson and
Sam Brown. From her home-
port in Charleston, Rosebud
kept in close contact with fami-
ly members that settled in
varying parts of the United
States with extended visits.

"We were always so excited
to see our Aunt Rosebud when
she came to town," says a niece.
"We looked forward to all the
good cooking and fun times
that came with each visit."
Rosebud did not have children
of her own, but for a host of
nephews and nieces, she was
like a warm loving mother.
Later, she moved to Springfield,
Massachusetts where she
worked in the employment of
the Plotkin family for some
years.

She would eventually move
to Wilmington, North Carolina
where she met and married
Willie J. "Bill" Harris, settling
into a nice, retired lifestyle.
She was a loving member of
the Ebenezer Missionary
Baptist Church family for over
30 plus years.

Rosebud is preceded in death
by her husband, Willie J.
Harris, step-daughter Ann
Melvin, her parents, Christina
'Tina' and Abraham
Broughton, brothers Abraham,
Jr., Charles, Nathaniel. Sisters,
Sue, Mary, Mariah, and Elena.
She is survived by her brother,
Willie Broughton (Francis),
step-daughter Gail Quirk
(James), step-grandson Clifford
Melvin (Jeanice), great-grand-
daughter Victoria and a host of
step-grandchildren, nieces,
nephews and extended family
and friends. Services entrusted
to Adkins-Drain Funeral
Service, 515 South 8th Street,
Wilmington, NC, 28401.
Condolences may be shared at
www.adkinsdrainfuneralser-
vice.com.

Ursula Denise Whitfield

Ms. Ursula Denise Whitfield,
affectionately known as
"Peaches" by family and friends
was born to the late Lena
Dreher and the late James
Green on February 27, 1973.
She departed this life on
August 4, 2021 in Charlotte,
North Carolina.

Peaches received her formal
education in New Hanover
County, graduating from New
Hanover High School.

Growing up she was a fun
and loving person who enjoyed
going to church, listening to
gospel music, visiting friends

in the nursing home and just
helping anyone that she could.

She worked at several nurs-
ing homes until her health
failed. Ursula was a go getter.
She was a giving person who
would give you her last. She
didn't let her health stop her.
She strived to make a differ-
ence in the lives of many,
including her family.

In addition to her parents,
she was preceded in death by a
step-brother, James Dreher, Jr.

She leaves to cherish her
memories: two loving sons
whom she loved dearly, Devyn
and Sharrod, her loving step-
dad James Dreher, one sister
Christie and one brother

James, three step-sisters
Tanya, Ayala and Yolanda,
aunts Linda, Doris and Neasy,
uncles Donnelle and Terry, spe-
cial cousins, Deborah, Jessie,
Raymond, Jackie and Tiffany,
God-daughters Briana and
Tytiana, her dear and closest
friends to her heart, Sharrod,
Felicia, Pam and Wanda Faye,
special friends from Taylor
Homes, Rose Marie, Tyrone,
Matthew, Julia and a host of
other relatives and friends.
Services entrusted to Adkins-
Drain Funeral Service, 515
South 8th Street, Wilmington,
NC, 28401. Condolences may be
shared at www.adkinsdrainfu-
neralservice.com.
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Mrs. Margaret N. Simmons

August 3, 1923-April 22, 2020
'Happy Birthday to Mama Eternally'

“OUR LETTERS OF LOVE'

M is for MOTHER and the UNCONDITIONAL LOVE you
gave to all of us.

A is for being the APPLE of our HEARTS.
R is for the RELIGIOUS understanding you bestowed upon

us.
G is for the GREAT GUIDANCE you gave to our childhood

through adulthood.
A is for ALWAYS being there for us and when we needed

you.
R is for the RESPECT you taught us.

E is for your INSPIRATION, ENCOURAGING words of WIS-
DOM and our first EDUCATIONAL Teacher.

T is for the THOUGHTFUL WAY you were always giving of
yourself and the way your true inner beauty shows through

all you do. You were always there for us and truly cared.
N is for never TIRING from the duties and responsibilities

of a mother and our mother.
S is for the STRENGTH you showed us and we learned from

the example.
I is for your INSEPARABLE ways which we will always

remember with joy and gratitude.
M is for the MOUNTAIN of LOVE you gave to all of us.

M is for the MANNERISMS that you bestowed in all of our
lives.

O is for being OPEN with your HEART.
N is for the NOTABLE things which you did, all of which
were outstanding, extraordinary and showed to all your

well-loved personality.
S is for being a SOLDIER for CHRIST.

Margaret N. Simmons, Our Beloved Mother and
Grandmother.

'We Will Always Love You.'

Your memory is a blessing to us and will be cherished by your
children-Thomas, Willie Jean, Maggie B. and Louis Andrew,
daughter in-laws, 15 grandchildren, 19 great grandchildren,

14 great-great grandchildren, nieces, nephews, cousins,
extended family members, and God Children.

In loving memory of Walter L. Simmons, Sr, Walter L.
Simmons, Jr and Leander Cowan.

Written by Mrs. Maggie S. Johnson for Mama's 80th Birthday.
Theme: 80 Wisdom, 80 Love, 80 Spiritual Guidance, 80 Courage

Paraphrased by Dr. Willie J. Simmons-Canty, ED L/CI

AAddkkiinnss  DDrraaiinn  FFuunneerraall  SSeerrvviiccee

Connie Drain Green
Funeral Director

Samuel Drain, Jr. 
and  Allene Drain 

In Memoriam

http://www.adkinsdrainfuneralser-vice.com
http://www.adkinsdrainfuneralser-vice.com
http://www.adkinsdrainfuneralser-vice.com
http://www.adkinsdrainfu-neralservice.com
http://www.adkinsdrainfu-neralservice.com
http://www.adkinsdrainfu-neralservice.com


LL iving and walking in
the present tense
principles of the

word of God (present tense,
means it exists in the now)!
Part 1

Romans 8:1, (KJV)There is
therefore now no condemna-
tion to them which are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not
after the flesh, but after the
Spirit.2 For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
hath made me free from the
law of sin and death. 1Peter
1:12, (KJV) Wherefore I will
not be negligent to put you
always in remembrance of
these things, though ye know
them, and be established in
the present truth.

Let's defined the term prin-
ciple: it is a basic truth, or
law, a fixed or predetermined
mode of action. A basis, or
essential quality or element
determining intrinsic nature
or characteristic behavior.
Intrinsic means of, or per-
taining to the essential
nature of a thing; inherent in
other words, it's the stuff
between the peeling that
makes the thing what it is
(oranges or bananas).

Principles are laws that
are constant or invariable
("We walk by faith not by
sight", "Let us also walk in
the Spirit", "And walk in
love", "Let us walk by the
same rule". These are laws
that govern our spiritual life
in Christ Jesus!

The universe is governed
by principles or what we call

natural laws, the universe is
not a product of chance but a
design of God the Creator,
and in it, we have law and
order. For, example the earth
rotates on its axis around the
sun, it orbits around the sun
is about 66,000, mph. It takes
about one year or 365 days for
the earth to travel around the
sun.

Some laws govern the rise
and fall of the tide (surface)
of the oceans, seas, and bays,
rivers connected with them,
caused by the attraction of
the moon and sun. The tide
occurs twice each period of
24 hours and 51 minutes and
people want you and I think
that it's happening by chance.
No wonder the Bible says
"the fool hath said in his
heart there is no God".

There are physical laws
that govern the function of
the human body, such as food,
water, and oxygen, which are
a necessity for the develop-
ment and growth of the
human body. The body is also
made up of several major
systems, principles, or laws.
Each system or law has its
special job, but all the sys-
tems work together to keep
the body alive and function-
ing properly.

Let's examine the spiritual
laws that govern the king-
dom of God: John 3:3-7 (KJV) 

3 Jesus answered and said
unto him, Verily, verily, I say
unto thee, Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God. 4

Nicodemus saith unto him,
How can a man be born when
he is old? can he enter the
second time into his mother's
womb, and be born? 5 Jesus

a n s w e r e d ,
Verily, verily,
I say unto
thee, Except a
man be born
of water and
of the Spirit,
he cannot
enter into the
kingdom of
God. 6 That
which is born
of the flesh is
flesh; and
that which is
born of the

Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not
that I said unto thee, Ye must
be born again.

"1. Jesus gave the source of
the new birth. It was being
born of water, even of the
Spirit (see 

2. Jesus repeated the
importance of being born
again. Note what John 3:3
says: a man "can never see"
(grasp, understand, know,
experience) the Kingdom of
God; John 3:5 says a man "can
never enter" (gain entrance
to) the Kingdom of God.

3. Jesus gave the nature of
the new birth. It is spiritual,
not physical and material
(see note-. The flesh cannot
bridge the gap between flesh
and spirit. The flesh is only
flesh; it has no power to be
born again, to become spirit 

4. Jesus re-emphasized the

absolute necessity of the new
birth. "Ye must be born
again." The word "must" (dei)
means an absolute necessity,
an imperative.

5. Jesus illustrated the
point by picturing the wind.
The Spirit of God works just
like the wind. We may not
know how the wind works,
but we can see the effects. It
is the same with the Spirit of
God: we may not know how
He works, but we can see the
effects of His working."
(POSB-C)

John 1:12-13, (KJV) "But as
many as received him, to
them gave he power to
become the sons of God, even
to them that believe on his
name: Which were born, not
of blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God"

1 Peter 1:23 (KJV) 23Being
born again, not of corrupt-
ible seed, but of incorrupt-
ible, by the word of God,
which liveth and abideth for-
ever.

Believers (black and
white) are to love one anoth-
er because they have been
born again by the Word of
God. All believers have been
spiritually born again and
spiritually remade. They
have been spiritually creat-
ed into new men and new
women, created anew by God
to be brothers and sisters to
one another and to love one
another. Note two points.1.
First, believers are not born
again by corruptible seed,

that is, not by the seed of a
mere man who is corrupt-
ible. If we were born again
by the work of some man, we
would still be corruptible. 2.
Second, believers are born
again by the incorruptible
seed, by the Word of God
itself. God spoke and convict-
ed us and led us to repent of
our sins and turn to Him. It
may have happened when we
were reading God's Word or
thinking about God or when
we were listening to some
preacher proclaim God's
Word. It does not matter
when or how we were born
again. What matters is that
it has happened. When we
turned from sin to God, God
spoke the Word and quick-
ened our spirits, making
them alive to Him and His
Word. (POSB-C)

1 John 4:7-13 (KJV)
7Beloved, let us love one
another: for love is of God;
and every one that loveth is
born of God, and knoweth
God. 8He that loveth not
knoweth not God; for God is
love. 9In this was manifested
the love of God toward us,
because that God sent his
only begotten Son into the
world, that we might live
through him. 10Herein is
love, not that we loved God,
but that he loved us, and sent
his Son to be the propitiation
for our sins. 11Beloved, if
God so loved us, we ought
also to love one another.
12No man hath seen God at
any time. If we love one

another, God dwelleth in us,
and his love is perfected in
us. 13Hereby know we that
we dwell in him, and he in
us, because he hath given us
of his Spirit. Vs. 4:19-21
(KJV) 19We love him
because he first loved us. 20If
a man say, I love God, and
hateth his brother, he is a
liar: for he that loveth not
his brother whom he hath
seen, how can he love God
whom he hath not seen?
21And this commandment
have we from him, That he
who loveth God love his
brother also. 1John 3:14-
15"We know that we have
passed from death unto life
because we love the
brethren. He that loveth not
his brother abideth in death.
Whosoever hateth his broth-
er is a murderer: and ye
know that no murderer hath
eternal life abiding in him".
This is one of the saddest
commentaries on the
Christian church in
America, Black and White.
Father, in the name of Jesus,
help us to come to the knowl-
edge of the truth that is
being conveyed to us in Your
Word, that the sin of Racism
cannot enter the kingdom of
God, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

Reverend Naconiel
Fullwood currently the pas-
tor of MRDRC Ministries
(Mircle, Restoration,
Deliverance, Revival Center
Ministries Inc.) located in
Wilmington, NC.

TTeellll  tthheemm    

yyoouu  rreeaadd  iitt  iinn  

TTHHEE

WWIILLMMIINNGGTTOONN JJOOUURRNNAALL
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TELL SOMEBODYTELL SOMEBODY

““GGoodd  wwaannttss  yyoouurr  hheeaarrtt””
Matthew 22:37- 38,   "Jesus
said unto him, Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind.
This is the first and great
commandment."
HHeeaarrtt:: Seat of emotions;
Center of feelings

““GG od's Got My
Back!" a famil-
iar phrase, a

figure of speech, a local collo-
quialism. For many, it's  anoth-
er way of saying, that God is
good all the time, and He is
making a way for me!   They
could also mean, that God is
my keeper and my covering.
God is my fortress and my
strength, He is a very present

help in the time of trouble.
God's got my back and that
means he will never leave me
nor forsake me!

Oh yes, "God's Got My Back!"
Surely goodness and mercy
shall follow me all the days of
my life… The angels  of the
Lord are encamped all around
me. The Lord is my light and
my salvation, therefore, whom
shall I fear?  The Lord is the
strength of my life, of whom
shall I be afraid?  "God's got my
back!"  God wants your heart.

Yes, God's got your back, and
because He is a God of relation-
ship, God  wants your heart!!!
Jeremiah 17:9 says, "The heart
is deceitful above all things,
and desperately wicked: who
can know it?  I the Lord search

the heart, I try the reins, even
to give every man according to
the fruit of his doings."

The heart controls the affec-
tions, the emotions, the behav-

iors and the
b e l i e f s .
Matthew 6:21
says, "Where
your treasure
is, there will
your heart be
also." The
emotions of
joy, sorrow,
and merri-
ment  take
place in the

heart.
The heart is also the place

where faith works or  fails to
work. Mark 11:23 , refers to the

presence of doubt in the heart.
Romans 10:10 , speaks of belief
in the heart, and Hebrews 3:12
speaks of unbelief in the heart.

I Samuel 16:7 says, "Man
looketh on the outward appear-
ance, but the Lord looketh on
the heart."  God knows our
heart, and that is the truth!  He
knows when we are sincere,
and God knows when we are
insincere. He knows when we
are half hearted or double
minded, and He knows when
we are totally surrendered to
His will and to His way. This is
reflected in the statement made
in Luke 6:46. "And why call ye
me, Lord, Lord, and do not the
things which I say?"  This point
of knowing is also expressed in
Matthew 15:8, "This people

draweth nigh unto me with
their mouth, and honoreth me
with their lips; but their heart
is far from me."  God wants
your heart.

God wants your heart!
This is true for every
Believer in Christ Jesus. II
Corinthians 5:17 says,
"Therefore if any man be in
Christ he is a new creature:
old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become
new."

Yes, many of our brothers
and sisters may say, God's got
my back!  But can you say
with the same intensity and
sincerity, that God's got my
heart!!!   God wants your
heart!!!!!

Heavenly Father , in the

Name of JESUS, I give my
heart to you. I lay my life
before you. Have your way in
my heart and let your will be
done in my life."  Amen  , Tell
Somebody!

“Mrs. Sylvia B. Hooper is a
native Wilmingtonian, mar-
ried to Pastor Johnson A.
Hooper. Pastor of Faith
Outreach COGIC,
Jacksonville, N.C.  She has a
heart for women's ministry ,
starting with young women
and  girls  ages 12 - 18, and
also branching out to women
of all ages. Her life's mission
includes the desire to  rescue
the perishing, comfort the
dying, and save the lost all in
the name of Jesus to the glory
of God the Father.

Sylvia
Hooper

A WORD FROM THE LORDA WORD FROM THE LORD

LLiivviinngg  aanndd  wwaallkkiinngg  iinn  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  tteennssee  pprriinncciipplleess  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd

Rev.
Naconiel
Fullwood
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CCOOVVIIDD  vvaacccciinnee  bboooosstteerr  sshhoottss  wwiillll  ssttaarrtt  iinn  SSeepptteemmbbeerr

VVaacccciinnee  eeffffeeccttiivveenneessss  ddeecclliinneess  oovveerraallll,,  rreemmaaiinnss  ssttrroonngg  iinn  pprreevveennttiinngg  hhoossppiittaalliizzaattiioonn

BY STACY M. BROWN
NNPA NEWSWIRE SENIOR
NATIONAL
CORRESPONDENT

Top health officials and
medical experts joined on
Wednesday, August 18, to
announce that booster shots
of the Covid-19 vaccine will be
available beginning on
September 20.

The officials said the boost-
ers are still pending authori-
zation from the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration.

CDC Director Dr. Rochelle
Walensky, U.S. Surgeon
General Dr. Vivek Murthy,
National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases
Director Dr. Anthony Fauci,
and COVID Health Equity
Task Force Chair Dr. Marcella
Nunez-Smith counted among
the experts and officials to
issue a news release about the
additional shots.

“We are prepared to offer
booster shots for all
Americans beginning the
week of September 20 and
starting eight months after an
individual’s second dose,” the
officials wrote.

“At that time, the individu-
als who were fully vaccinated
earliest in the vaccination
rollout, including many
health care providers, nurs-
ing home residents, and other
seniors, will likely be eligible
for a booster.”

The statement continued:
“We would also begin

efforts to deliver booster shots
directly to residents of long-
term care facilities at that
time, given the distribution of
vaccines to this population
early in the vaccine rollout
and the continued increased
risk that COVID-19 poses to
them.”

The announcement arrives
as the virus continues a rapid

spread throughout the coun-
try, with hotspots identified in
Florida, Mississippi, Texas,
Oregon, and other states.

The Federal Emergency
Management Agency said it
plans to send a trailer mort-
gage to San Antonio, Texas
because bodies are beginning
to pile there.

In South Carolina, the
Pickens County School
District closed schools and
converted to remote learning
after a dramatic Covid out-
break.

During the first week of
school in El Paso, Texas,
health officials reported 309
actives Covid cases in chil-
dren. That number rose the
second week to 373, and ulti-
mately it climbed this week to
501.

Vaccines still have not been
authorized for children under
12.

Authorized Covid-19 vac-

cines are “remarkably effec-
tive in reducing the risk of
severe disease, hospitaliza-
tion, and death, even against
the widely circulating Delta
variant,” health officials stat-
ed.

The officials continued
that “current protection
against severe disease, hospi-
talization, and death could
diminish in the months
ahead, especially among
those who are at higher risk
or were vaccinated during
the earlier phases of the vac-
cination rollout. For that rea-
son, we conclude that a boost-
er shot will be needed to max-
imize vaccine-induced pro-
tection and prolong its dura-
bility.”

The initial booster doses
will be for the
Pfizer/BioNTech and
Moderna vaccines.

Still, health officials said
shots would likely be neces-

sary for individuals who
received the single-dose
Johnson & Johnson vaccine.

“Administration of the
J&J vaccine did not begin in
the U.S. until March 2021, and
we expect more data on J&J
in the next few weeks,” the

officials wrote.
“We continue to expand

efforts to increase the supply
of vaccines globally for other
countries, “building further
on the more than 600 million
doses we have already com-
mitted to donating globally.”

BY STACY M. BROWN
NNPA NEWSWIRE SENIOR
NATIONAL
CORRESPONDENT

In a blunt – perhaps
troubling – assessment
about the need for a third
vaccine shot, Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention Director Dr.
Rochelle Walensky said
the agency examined
numerous cohorts
through the end of July,
and early August, and
three points are now clear:

“First, vaccine-induced
protection against SARS-
CoV-2 infection begins to
decrease over time.
Second, vaccine effective-
ness against severe dis-
ease, hospitalization, and
death remains relatively
high. And third, vaccine
effectiveness is generally
decreased against the
delta variant.”

Dr. Walensky’s com-

ments come as health offi-
cials and medical experts
connected to the Biden-
Harris administration
announced that booster
shots would commence
September 20.

The statement also
arrives the same day as
the CDC published its
Morbidity and Mortality
Weekly Report, reinforced
the notion that vaccines
alone can’t stop the pan-
demic.

Safety precautions like
wearing masks must coin-
cide with “a layered
approach centered on vac-
cination,” Researchers at
the New York State
Department of Health and
the University at Albany
School of Public Health
wrote in a new study of
vaccine effectiveness
across New York state.

Another report that col-
lected data from the Mayo
Clinic discovered a 42 per-

cent drop in the Pfizer vac-
cine’s effectiveness
against the delta variant.

The study found the
Moderna vaccine proved
about 76 percent effective
against delta.

Overall, the CDC found
effectiveness against
infection declined for
those living in nursing
homes.

The CDC said the vac-
cine’s effectiveness
against delta in nursing
homes dropped from 75
percent in March through
May to 53 percent in June
and July.

Officials stressed that
vaccines remain highly-
effective against hospital-
izations.

“Additional doses of
COVID-19 vaccine might
be considered for nursing
home and long-term care
facility residents,” the
researchers concluded.

Still another analyst

published by the CDC
noted that patients at 21
hospitals in 18 states
found sustained protec-
tion against hospitaliza-
tion. In addition, the study
revealed that effectiveness
remained at 86 percent,

despite the uptick in cases
caused by delta.

The effectiveness for
adults without comprised
immune systems also held
steady at 90 percent.

“We are concerned that
the current strong protec-

tion against severe infec-
tion, hospitalization, and
death could decrease in
the months ahead, espe-
cially among those who
are at higher risk or who
were vaccinated earlier,”
Dr. Walensky declared.

Top health officials and medical experts joined on
Wednesday, August 18, to announce that booster
shots of the Covid-19 vaccine will be available begin-
ning on September 20.

“Safety precautions like wearing masks must coincide with “a layered
approach centered on vaccination,” /(Photo: iStockphoto / NNPA)
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LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Having qualified as Administrator CTA of
the Estate of Terry Elizabeth Hotchkiss
a.ka. Terry Elizabeth Rabb (21-E-
1165), late of New Hanover County,
North Carolina the undersigned does
hereby notify all persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against the
estate of said decedent to exhibit them to
the undersigned at 701 Market Street,
Wilmington, North Carolina, 28401 on or
before November 19, 2021 or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery.  All persons, firms and corpora-
tions indebted to the said estate will
please make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 19th day of August, 2021.

Patricia Wingfield
c/o Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

August 19, 26, September 2, 9,  2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executor of the estate of Bradford Utz,
deceased, of the New Hanover County,
North Carolina, does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations having
claims against the estate to exhibit them
to the undersigned on or before the 29th
day of October, 2021, or this notice will
be pleaded in bar of their recovery.  All
persons, firms and corporations indebted
to said estate please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 29th day of July, 2021

Nicole Utz, Executor
317 Hanover Lakes Dr.
Wilmington, NC 28401

July  29, August 5, 12, 19, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Collector of the estate of Dennis
Higgins, deceased, of the New Hanover
County, North Carolina, does hereby
notify all persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the estate to
exhibit them to the undersigned on or
before the 29th day of October, 2021,
or this notice will be pleaded in bar of
their recovery.  All persons, firms and
corporations indebted to said estate
please make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 29th day of July, 2021

Denise Hayes, Collector
615 S. 12th Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

July  29, August 5, 12, 19, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Having qualified as Executrix of the
estate of Sheryl Ann Hoefle (21-E-
1166), late of New Hanover County,
North Carolina the undersigned does
hereby notify all persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against the
estate of said decedent to exhibit them
to the undersigned at 701 Market
Street, Wilmington, North Carolina,
28401 on or before November 19,
2021 or this notice will be pleaded in
bar of their recovery.  All persons, firms
and corporations indebted to the said
estate will please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.

This the 19th day of August, 2021.

Patricia Hoefle
c/o Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

August 19, 26 September 2, 9, 2021

MEETING NOTICE

A meeting of the Wilmington
Urban Area MPO Board will be
held on Wednesday, August 25,
2021 at 3pm. Pursuant to §4.31
of SB 704 (S.L. 2020 3), the
meeting will also be conducted
remotely from the 6th Floor
Training Conference Room at 320
Chestnut Street, Wilmington, NC.
Members of the public who can-
not attend in-person can access
the live meeting online at
www.zoom.us/join or by phone
by dialing 312-626-6799 and
entering Meeting ID 917 8988
5982 and Passcode 464328. A
public comment period will be
held. Those who cannot attend in
person may submit comments in
advance by emailing
wmpo@wilmingtonnc.gov or by
leaving a message at (910) 341-
3258 before 5pm on August 24th.
Public comments received by
email or by phone will be played
or read aloud by staff during the
meeting. Per the adopted Public
Participation Plan, public com-
ments shall be limited to 3 min-
utes each.

Mike Kozlosky,
Executive Director,
Wilmington Urban Area
Metropolitan Planning
Organization

August 19,2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Having qualified as Executor of the
Estate of Carol Jackson Shell
(21-E-1063), late of New Hanover
County, North Carolina the under-
signed does hereby notify all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against the estate of said
decedent to exhibit them to the
undersigned at 701 Market Street,
Wilmington, North Carolina, 28401
on or before October 29, 2021 or
this notice will be pleaded in bar of
their recovery.  All persons, firms
and corporations indebted to the
said estate will please make imme-
diate payment to the undersigned.

This the 29th day of July, 2021.

Leslie Graham Shell, III
c/o Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

July 29, August 5, 12, 19, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Having qualified as Executor of the
Estate of Ruth E. Syre (21-E-
1057), late of New Hanover
County, North Carolina the under-
signed does hereby notify all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against the estate of said
decedent to exhibit them to the
undersigned at 701 Market Street,
Wilmington, North Carolina, 28401
on or before October 29, 2021 or
this notice will be pleaded in bar of
their recovery.  All persons, firms
and corporations indebted to the
said estate will please make imme-
diate payment to the undersigned.

This the 29th day of July, 2021.

Thomas Ralph Syre, Jr.
c/o Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

July 29, August 5, 12, 19, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as  Collector of the estate of
Dennis Higgins, deceased, of the
New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the estate to
exhibit them to the undersigned on
or before the 29th day of
October, 2021, or this notice will
be pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 29th day of July, 2021
Denise Hayes, Collector
615 S. 12th Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

July  29, August 5, 12, 19, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Having qualified as Executor of
the estate of Robert Pierce
Myers (21-E-1124), late of New
Hanover County, North Carolina
the undersigned does hereby noti-
fy all persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against the
estate of said decedent to exhibit
them to the undersigned at 701
Market Street, Wilmington, North
Carolina, 28401 on or before
November 5, 2021 or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery.  All persons, firms and
corporations indebted to the said
estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 5th day of August, 2021.

Scott Parker Myers
c/o Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

August 5, 12, 19, 26 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Having qualified as Executor of
the estate of Francine Deborah
Nagy Thornton (21-E-932),
late of New Hanover County,
North Carolina the undersigned
does hereby notify all persons,
firms and corporations having
claims against the estate of said
decedent to exhibit them to the
undersigned at 701 Market
Street, Wilmington, North
Carolina, 28401 on or before
November 5, 2021 or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of
their recovery.  All persons, firms
and corporations indebted to the
said estate will please make
immediate payment to the under-
signed.

This the 5th day of August, 2021.

Charlotte Noel Fox
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

August 5, 12, 19, 26 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executor of the estate of Robert N.
Huffman, deceased, of the New Hanover
County, North Carolina, does hereby noti-
fy all persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the estate to exhib-
it them to the undersigned on or before
the 12th day of November, 2021, or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery.  All persons, firms and corpora-
tions indebted to said estate please make
immediate payment to the undersigned.

This the 12th day of August, 2021

Mary Margret McClain, Executor
2212 Lynnwood Drive
Wilmington, NC 28403

August  12, 19, 26, September 2, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Having qualified as Executor of the Estate
of Dorothy Mills Hewett-Hobbs (21-
E-1149), late of New Hanover County,
North Carolina the undersigned does
hereby notify all persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against the
estate of said decedent to exhibit them to
the undersigned at 701 Market Street,
Wilmington, North Carolina, 28401 on or
before November 12, 2021 or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery.  All persons, firms and corpora-
tions indebted to the said estate will
please make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 12th day of August, 2021.

Terry A. Moore
c/o Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

August  12, 19, September 2, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Having qualified as Executor of the Estate
of Walter Joseph Lennon (21-E-1151),
late of Newbury, Essex County,
Massachusetts the undersigned does
hereby notify all persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against the
estate of said decedent to exhibit them to
the undersigned at 701 Market Street,
Wilmington, North Carolina, 28401 on or
before November 12, 2021 or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery.  All persons, firms and corpora-
tions indebted to the said estate will
please make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 9th day of July, 2021.

Derek Ryan
c/o Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

August  12, 19, 26, September  2, 2021

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
JUVENILE SESSION
FILE NO.  17 JT 34

IN THE MATTER OF:T.S.P.
(DOB:  4/15/2015)

TO: RESPONDENT:
ANY UNKNOWN-FATHER OF
MALE CHILD BORN IN NEW
HANOVER COUNTY, NORTH
CAROLINA TO ALISON NAY-
LOR

Take notice that a plead-
ing seeking relief against you has
been filed in the above-entitled
action.  The nature of the relief
being sought is as follows:

Termination of all
parental rights you have to the
above-captioned minor child.

You are required to
make defense to such pleading
within forty (40) days following
August 5, 2021, which date is the
date of first publication of this
Notice.  Upon your failure to do so,
the party seeking service against
you will apply to the Court for the
relief sought. You have the right to
attend this hearing and you have
the right to be represented by
counsel and can apply for court
appointed counsel.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTI-
FIED THAT A HEARING ON THE
PETITION TO TERMINATE YOUR
PARENTAL RIGHTS IS SCHED-
ULED FOR September 27, 2021,
AT 9:30 A.M. or as soon thereafter
as it may be heard, at the New
Hanover County Courthouse, 138
N 4th Street, Wilmington, North
Carolina, 28401.

This the 3rd day of August, 2021.

Jill Cairo
Staff Attorney - New Hanover Co.
Dept. of Social Services
1650 Greenfield Street
Wilmington, NC  28401
(910) 798-3511
(910) 798-3772 * fax

August 5, 12, 19, 2021

mailto:wilmjournads@aol.com
http://www.zoom.us/join
mailto:wmpo@wilmingtonnc.gov


EAEAGLE ISLANDGLE ISLAND
FRFRUIT & SEAFOODUIT & SEAFOOD

Highway 421 North
Wilmington, NC 28401

“Biggest Little“Biggest Little
SStore tore YYou Everou Ever

Saw”Saw”
LIVE BAIT & TACKLE

762-1193762-1193

John Wilder
Independent Associate

Executive Director
Small Business & Group 

910-297-0925 or 888-286-0168
Opportunity Info 206-209-2022

www.Jwilder1.com

Home 910-675-1250
Cell 910-540-4406
Office 910-675-3840

NC LICENSE #2473
NATION WIDE SERVICE

3-N-1 BAIL
BONDING CO.

Owner/Operator
Mary C. Nixon

Bail Bonding Agent

P.O. Box 12831
Wilmington, NC 28405

“Trust me for all your
life insurance needs...

permanent, term, 
universal & retirement.”

State Farm  Insurance Companies
Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

Henry B. Brown
Agent

CALL ME

2816-A South College Rd.
Wilmington, NC 28412

Bus.: 910-395-2300
Home: 910-794-9359
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WhateverWhatever you’re looking for, consider these local businesses 

BUSINESS CARDSThursday,  August 19, 2021 12

Use This Space 

For Your 

Business Card 

It Pays To Advertise

In  

THE

WILMINGTON

JOURNAL

For Information 

Please Call Us At

910-762-5502

Support the Black Press

READREAD

THE WILMINGTON JOURNAL

OWEN METTS REALTY
We can help! 

We specialize in the
following services:

• Buying, selling, or 
investments real estate 

• Real estate consulting services
• Loan modifications, 

foreclosure counseling
• Credit and budget 

counseling
•HUD Register Agent

•Estate Planning

NEW LISTINGS NEEDED
DO YOU WANT TO SELL OR RENT

YOUR PROPERTY?
WE MAY HAVE A BUYER OR RENTER

WAITING FOR YOUR PROPERTY
DO YOU WANT TO PURCHASE PROPERTY?

Please call us first 
TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT

321 North Front Street • Phone: 910-763-3777 
Cell: 910-297-6997

Email: ometts@yahoo.com
ww.owenmettsrealty.com

OWEN E. METTS, SR., 
Licensed Realtor/Broker, Certified Housing Counselor

Phil Corbett
Owner

P & B COLLISON REPAIR

Phone (910) 470-1138
Fax (910) 283-5215

8584 Slocum Trail
Atkinson, NC 28421

FFIIRRSSTTFFIIRRSSTT

THE BENEFIT CONNECTION
We can help you! 

When  experience matters, Call us today!

Monday - Friday 9 am-5 pm * 910.763.3777 

We represent several insurance companies 

Owen E. Metts, Sr., Licensed Agent

The Benefit Connection 
321 North Front Street 
Wilmington, NC 28401 
910.763.3777 Phone

910.297.6997 Cell

We can help you save money!

Personal and professional

service for over 30 years. 

We specialize in: 
Health, life, disability, dental,

group and individuals 
Roth IRAs, 401-k's, 403-b's, annuities 

Long term care and Medicare supplements 
Regardless of your health or age 

CALL US TODAY. 

SOUTH KERR
AUTO SERVICE

OWEN METTS
REALTY

(Coach) Columbus Pridgen
Bail Bonding

Make That One Phone Call Count 
Mobile Phone:910-616-2519

Mobile Phone: 910-512-1372

Columbus Pridgen
Owner/Operator

Identify Theft: America’s Fasting Growing Crime!
Think you’re not at risk? Unfortunately you are.
Do you...
hand your credit card to servers at restaurants?
sign your credit cards?
supply personal information over the internet?
keep your Social Security number in your wallet or purse?
leave mail at your home or business for the postal carrier to collect?
throw away mail with personal information without shredding it?

Have you......
thought about writing or revising your will?
been audited by the IRS?
purchased a home?
been a defendant in a civil lawsuit?
signed a contract of any kind?
paid a bill you thought was unfair?
received an inaccurate credit report?
received a moving traffic violation you thought was unjustified?
had any type of legal question?

LEGAL EMPOWERMENT FOR YOUR LIFE
Your Family• Your Will• Your Money• Your Retirement•Your Car

272 N. Front Street, Suite 300
Post Office Box 2279

Wilmington North Carolina 28402-2279
Email: pgrear@grearlaw.com
Phone: (910) 763-4671
Facsimile: (910) 763-0925
Toll Free (800) 222-8009

Areas of Practice:
New Hanover, Pender,

Brunswick, Columbus, &
Duplin Counties

Appointments only:
For cost and details: www.grearlaw.com

 CONSUMER BANKRUPTCY
AUTO ACCIDENTS
WORKERS COMPENSATION
 SOCIAL SECURITY

DISABILITY
 TRAFFIC  TICKETS
WILLS & ESTATES

 POWERS OF ATTORNEY
 DEED PREPARATION
 BUSINESS FORMATIONS
 CREDIT REPAIR

(Nationwide)
 ELDER LAW

Peter Grear, Attorney at Law

•On site mobile repair
•All minor and major

repairs 
•Foreign and Domestic

•New and used tires
•Valet service

OIL CHANGE $34.95
BRAKES $40.00 + PARTS

223B S. Kerr Ave.
Wilmington, NC 28403

910-233-7977

SAM
NEWKIRK

“For The right Approach
Call Coach”

NOW OPEN!!

http://www.Jwilder1.com
mailto:ometts@yahoo.com
mailto:pgrear@grearlaw.com
http://www.grearlaw.com
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