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Dawg Team is at it 
Always ready to work to raise funds to support its programs to 

mostly benefit local youth members, the Kiwanis Club of Greater 
Ocean Pines- Ocean City “Dawn Team” has been hard at work.  It 
prepares and sells food during the weekly Concerts in the Park at 
White Horse Park in Ocean Pines. 

Pictured is Kiwanian Ed Ahlquist grilling the dogs at the con-
certs.
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Local volunteers this week wrapped up a hugely 
successful donation drive to help U.S. soldiers serv-
ing overseas.  

Organizer Barbara Peletier said longtime Ocean 
Pines resident Anna Foultz was the inspiration for 
the collection. Foultz, who passed away last year, 
started the drive with her husband, Carl, and their 
Star Charities nonprofit.  

This year, a small group of volunteers set up in 
the Ocean Pines Community Center parking lot and 
gathered items 
over four 
Wednesdays in 
October. Dona-
tions included 
toiletries and 
n o n p e r i s h a b l e  
food, cards and 
books, and many 
other items.  

Volunteers worked with Salisbury-based non-
profit Operation We Care, which will package and 
ship the goods in time for a holiday delivery to U.S. 
soldiers abroad.  

Peletier penned the following thank-you note to 
the local community: 

“Thanks to the generous people of Ocean Pines 
and Ocean City, we were able to keep alive Anna’s 
dream of supporting our deployed military during 
the Holidays. With the assistance of Larry Walton 
(AARP) and Candy Foreman (Kiwanis), Operation 
We Care was a huge success. 

“Also assisting was Sharon Hilty, who collected 
donations in Ocean City in remembrance of her son, 
Sfc. John-David Hilty. 

“All donations will be boxed and shipped in time 
for the holidays. If Anna was with us, she would say 
‘thank you and God bless.’” 

In total, Peletier said volunteers collected five 
carloads of donations, including a big final day on 
Oct. 28.  

“We did great,” she said. “They will need two 
SUVs to carry what was collected [on the last day].” 

Peletier said the plan is to continue the collection 
next year, again with help from Walton, a U.S. Army 
veteran who served in Vietnam. 

“I am planning to collect again next October, and 
Larry has agreed to have AARP sponsor the event,” 
she said. “We will do [the drive] on four Wednesdays 
in October.” 

For more information or to donate to Operation 
We Care, visit www.operationwecare.org or 
www.facebook.com/OpWeCare. 

Volunteers continue  
tradition with successful 
donation drive

Davis recognized 
The Ocean Pines Pine’eer Craft Club announced its crafter of the month for October is Charlie Davis.  
Originally from the Glen Burnie area, Davis became interested in woodworking while spending time with his father 

and working as a residential home builder.   
While in high school, Davis, spent three years in the Vocational Technical Center in Anne Arundel County, where 

he majored in cabinet making. After graduation, Davis worked for his father building homes, and later became an equal 
partner in the family owned construction business.   

Davis also spent 31 years working as a cabinet maker for the U.S. government.   
Now retired, Davis continues to explore woodworking with the Ocean Pines Artisan Gift Shop, where he makes 

crafts using a scroll saw and wood-turning projects objects with a lathe. Davis enjoys producing both patriotic works 
and those with an animal theme.   

According to Davis, “I have no scrap wood, just wood I haven’t used yet.”  
Davis’ creations, as well as many other unique and handmade items, are available in the Ocean Pines Artisan Gift 

Shop in White Horse Park, next to the Farmer’s Market and across from the Administration Building on 239 Ocean Park-
way. The shop is open Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Sundays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
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Pickleball tournament to raise  
funds for cancer research

Players, and especially sponsors, 
are being sought for the annual 
Pickleball Round Robin tourna-
ment, scheduled Friday, 
October 1 at the Ocean 
Pines Racquet Center.   

Hosted by the Ocean 
Pines Pickleball Club, 
the tournament is part of 
a quartet of local “Pink Ribbon Clas-
sic” events raising money for cancer 
research.   

“For the fourth consecutive year, 
the Ocean Pines Pickleball Club 
Round Robin will join several other 
events taking place for the Pink Rib-
bon Classic at the Beach, to benefit 
the American Cancer Society and 
help fight breast cancer,” organizer 
Chris Shook said.   

Shook said the Pink Ribbon Clas-
sic series was started by a local 
group of volunteers. Since its incep-
tion, the series has raised roughly 
$3.6 million for breast cancer re-
search, awareness programs, and 
services.   

“One of the most important serv-

ices available in this area is the 
Road to Recovery Program, which 
connects caregivers with patients to 

transport them to and 
from treatment,” she 
said. “There is also the 
Hope Lodge that pro-
 vides lodging during 
treatment, the Cancer 

Survivors Network available at 
www.cancer.org, and a 24-hour-a-
day infor mation center at 1-800-
227-2345 for patients to access ACS 
services.”   

The American Cancer Society is 
currently funding 168 grants total-
ing more than $68.9 million related 
to breast cancer research. Since 
1989, breast cancer deaths in the 
U.S. are down 40%, meaning 
375,900 lives have been saved.   

For players, the tournament 
entry fee is $35 per person and the 
registration deadline is Monday, 
September 27.   

To learn more about the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, visit www.can-
cer.org or call 1-800-227-2345.   

Legion swears in new officer slate 
American Legion Post 166 has sworn in its new slate of Officers and Executive Com-

mittee for 2021-2022. 
Returning as Commander of the Post was Tom Wengert. Other officers sworn in were 

Pat Sharkey, First Vice Commander; Bob Paul, Second Vice Commander; John Bus-
sard, Adjutant; George Barstis, Finance Officer; Jack Hyle, Judge Advocate; Ben Daw-
son, Chaplain; Bob Gilmore, Sgt-at-Arms; Scott LaCoss, Service Officer; and Ed Pinto, 
Historian. 

The new Executive Board consists of Bo Spicer, John Granite, Phil Ludlam, Harry 
Rey, and Charles Spaziani.
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County COVID vaccination rate at high level
By Mark Thomas 

The Worcester County COVID-19 
vaccination rate is among the best in 
Maryland. The rate currently stands at 
57.4% of the total County population 
and 64% of the population that is eli-
gible to be vaccinated. These figures 
exceed national averages and place 
Worcester in the upper tier of counties 
in Maryland. From the outset of the 
vaccination effort Worcester has 
ranked in the top ten of Maryland 
counties.  

The high rate of Worcester County 
COVID vaccination seems to contra-
dict a widely held assumption about 
the connection between partisan pol-
itics and the coronavirus pandemic. 
Some national news sources have 
linked low vaccination rates to high 
levels of support for former President 
Trump.  There are some data that sup-
port this contention.  

In Maryland, seven of the ten 
counties with the highest percentage 
vote for Mr. Trump in last November’s 
election have the lowest levels of vac-
cinations in the state. This includes 
Garrett County, which gave 79% of its 
vote to Mr. Trump and has a vaccina-
tion rate of 39%, and Caroline County 
which tallied 67% for Mr. Trump and 
has a vaccination rate of 45%.  

Worcester County, by contrast, 
recorded the eighth highest percent-
age vote for Mr. Trump at 60% but 
also has the eighth highest rate of vac-

cinations in Maryland. There are 
other apparent outliers. Two counties, 
Queen Anne’s and Carroll, also rate 
among the top 10 in Trump vote per-
centage but show relatively high rates 
of vaccination at 54% and 58.5% re-
spectively.  On the other hand, 
Wicomico County had a very tight 
presidential vote, 51% for Mr. Trump 
and 49% for Mr. Biden 
but has the fifth lowest 
vaccination rate among 
Maryland counties, 
43.6%. 

Assessing the reasons 
for Worcester County’s 
high level of vaccination 
success, Travis Brown, 
Public Affairs Officer for 
the Worcester County 
Health Department, 
credits a proactive ap-
proach by the Health De-
partment and a high level 
of cooperation among local entities.  
“The County Commissioners, the 
Board of Education, local government 
agencies, health care providers, and 
the private sector have all been on 
board and cooperative,” Brown re-
ported. He also cited ongoing com-
munication about the availability, 
effectiveness, and safety of the vac-
cine. The Health Department has 
made scheduling and getting shots 
convenient by setting up multiple vac-
cination sites throughout the County. 

The Department operates a Facebook 
page that helps the communication 
process. Health Department staff, 
whether in-person, over the phone, or 
online, address questions about the 
vaccines’ safety and efficacy and pro-
vide reliable, science-based responses 
to all inquiries.   

The success of the vaccination ef-
fort translates to bet-
ter health outcomes. 
Worcester County’s 
population represents 
.86% of the state 
total. The number of 
confirmed COVID in-
fections in the county 
is .82% of the state 
number. From May 
27 to August 18, only 
one COVID death was 
recorded in Worces-
ter County, a minus-
cule .9% increase. 

During that same period, the Mary-
land death count rose from 9,368 to 
9,686 – an increase of 3.3%.  Nation-
ally, the death toll increased by 
27,691, or 4.6%. Health Department 
spokesman Brown attributes the low 
mortality rate in the county to the 
availability and quality of local hospi-
tals, health care facilities, and medical 
professionals. 

Governor Larry Hogan, in a news 
conference on August 18, emphasized 
the critical need for vaccinations in 
skilled nursing facilities. In Worcester 

County facilities, 82.1% of residents 
and 62.6% of staff are fully vacci-
nated. Both fall short of the statewide 
figures, 85.6% for residents and 
78.3% for staff but are far better than 
the lowest rates in the state, which are 
less than 50% for staff. The Governor 
announced a new vaccine protocol for 
all such facilities, as well as for hospi-
tals: “Every nursing home employee 
will be required to show proof of vac-
cination. If they are unable to, they 
will be required to submit to regular 
ongoing COVID screening and test-
ing.”  Nursing home and hospital em-
ployees who are not yet vaccinated 
will be required to get their first shot 
no later than September 1. 

Governor Hogan also noted that 
the Food and Drug Administration 
and Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention have authorized booster 
shots for immune-compromised peo-
ple and have indicated that booster 
shots for all vaccine recipients could 
be offered beginning in the fall for 
those who received the Pfizer and 
Moderna vaccines. Worcester County 
Health Department’s Travis Brown 
said the department has anticipated 
this next phase of vaccinations and is 
geared up and ready to go.  

For more information, consult the 
county’s and state’s web sites:  
worcesterhealth.org and coron-
avirus.maryland.gov or call the 
Worcester County Health Department 
at 410-632-1100. 

Courier Almanac
On August 25, 2009, Edward “Ted” Kennedy, the youngest 
brother of President John F. Kennedy and a U.S. senator 
from Massachusetts from 1962 to 2009, died of brain cancer 
at age 77 at his home in Hyannis Port, Massachusetts. 
Kennedy, one of the longest-serving senators in American 
history, was a leader of the Democratic Party and a 
spokesman for liberal causes who also was known for his 
ability to work with those on both sides of the political 
aisle.

Hunters and non-hunters alike are familiar with bright orange coats, hats, vests, and 

other gear that is worn during hunting season. Even though it seems counterintuitive 

to wear “blaze orange” in the fields or woods for fear that ani-

mals may spot you, hunters need not worry so much. Deer typ-

ically cannot recognize blaze orange attire designed to make 

hunters visible to other people. According to researchers at 

the University of Georgia, a combination of factors make deer 

less likely to be startled by blaze orange. Deer have less binoc-

ular overlap than humans. Binocular overlap (the area that 

both eyes view at the same time) allows focus on a single point 

and enables depth perception. Deer must shift their heads much 

more than humans to gain a good three-dimensional perspective of an 

object. Deer also have fewer cones in their retinas compared to humans. Cones are 

photoreceptors that enable color vision and distinguish fine details. Furthermore, deer 

cannot readily perceive longer wavelengths of color, so oranges and reds appear 

more like brown or gray to them. However, deer can see blue colors more easily, so 

hunters may want to avoid blue jeans paired with their orange gear. 

Did You  

Know...



August 25, 2021  The Courier  Page 5

From time to time over the years I’ve 
tackled my fair share of around the 
house, do it yourself projects.  Some 
have been small undertakings requiring 

no more than a Phillip’s screwdriver and 
a pair of pliers.  Others have been a little 
more elaborate and extensive.  And then 
there have been projects that started out 
small and quickly morphed into some-
thing unexpected and much more ex-
pensive. 

There’s a considerable amount 
of satisfaction gained when, after 
finishing a project, you can look at 
what you’ve done and say with 
pride, “I did that.”  There’s an op-
posite feeling when your wife 
looks at what you’ve done and 
asks in a tone of either bewilder-
ment or anger, “What have you 
done?” 

There are some types of proj-
ects from which I shy away.  For 
instance I won’t undertake electri-
cal work beyond changing a light 
bulb or installing a new dimmer 
switch.  Although I am somewhat 
adventurous in home projects, 
messing around with electricity 
scares me more than a little bit.   

With increased confidence 
gained from completing a job, the 
horizons of what I think I can do next 
grow more majestic.  For instance sev-
eral years I ago I remodeled a bathroom.  
I removed the floor and the fixtures.  It 
was for me a large project that I studied 

and thought about for months before 
starting.  I watched videos and read 
books on removing linoleum and how 
best to create a level surface for tile.  I 

laid awake nights going over 
in my mind how to rip out 
the vanity.  There are people 
who could have just gone in 
and bing, bang, bam would 
have had the project done.  
Me?  I had notes and many, 
many trips to the home im-
provement store investigat-

ing various products under my belt.   
When the day came to start the proj-

ect I was just a little bit nervous when I 
started scraping up the old floor.  A little 
case of nerves on the first day was noth-
ing compared to the out and out fear I 
felt the second day when I inadvertently 

cracked a PVC pipe while pulling the 
vanity from its resting place.  First there 
was a popping sound and then there was 
a gush of water, a lot of water, that hit 
me directly in the chest nearly knocking 

me over in force and surprise.  Within 
the few microseconds that it took me to 
realize what was happening, the bath-
room was quickly becoming an indoor 
pool.  With the help of my son who re-
sponded to my screams of despair, I was 
able to get outside to turn off the water 
main.  The scene of devastation in the 
bathroom required a recalculation on 
how to proceed.  Many hours were lost 
to vacuuming up water and doing every-
thing possible to avoid having water 
spread to adjacent rooms.   

When my wife arrived home from 
work she took one look at what I had 
done, smiled and said, “How’s it going?”   

The gushing water debacle aside, I 
think the finished result of my work in 
the bathroom looks pretty darn good.  I 
learned a lot from the project including 
how to install ceramic tile, how to re-
move and reinstall a toilet and most im-
portantly the importance of turning off 
the water when working around pipes. 

Part of the thought process involved 
in contemplating a new project includes 
what new tools or gadgets will be needed 
to complete the task.  To my wife’s dis-
may, I plug into the budget the cost of 
new, what I call “tools,” what she calls 
“toys.”  Sometimes though, as in the case 
of the bathroom, I wind up purchasing 
several unexpected, unbudgeted items.  

That’s called the “Aw shucks” factor.  
Well, it’s really not called that but this is 
a family publication and writing what 
it’s really called would be offensive. 

There are some projects that are sup-
posed to be small and inexpensive yet 
when they’re completed turn out far 
grander than expected.   This happens 
when my wife gets involved.  Such was 
the case several years back when fixing a 
leak in the hose that connects to the re-
frigerator to make ice required me cut-
ting out about a six inch by six inch 
square of drywall behind the refrigera-
tor.  I fixed the leak and pushed the re-
frigerator back in place.  In a way that to 
this day I still don’t understand, my wife 
used that hole in the wall behind the re-
frigerator that no one would ever see, as 
the basis to having the entire kitchen re-
modeled: new countertops, new cabi-
nets, new floor and new entry way.  I 
didn’t take on that project.  It was left to 
the experts and my wife.  My contribu-
tion to that project was trying to com-
prehend how my wife turned a small 
leak (which I fixed) into a major renova-
tion.  The only explanation I could come 
up with was I have my way of undertak-
ing do-it-yourself projects and my wife 
has another.  Either way I can expect to 
pay for it.

It’s All About. . . 
By Chip Bertino

chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com
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Local volunteers this week wrapped up a hugely 
successful donation drive to help U.S. soldiers serv-
ing overseas.  

Organizer Barbara Peletier said longtime Ocean 
Pines resident Anna Foultz was the inspiration for 
the collection. Foultz, who passed away last year, 
started the drive with her husband, Carl, and their 
Star Charities nonprofit.  

This year, a small group of volunteers set up in 
the Ocean Pines Community Center parking lot and 
gathered items 
over four 
Wednesdays in 
October. Dona-
tions included 
toiletries and 
n o n p e r i s h a b l e  
food, cards and 
books, and many 
other items.  

Volunteers worked with Salisbury-based non-
profit Operation We Care, which will package and 
ship the goods in time for a holiday delivery to U.S. 
soldiers abroad.  

Peletier penned the following thank-you note to 
the local community: 

“Thanks to the generous people of Ocean Pines 
and Ocean City, we were able to keep alive Anna’s 
dream of supporting our deployed military during 
the Holidays. With the assistance of Larry Walton 
(AARP) and Candy Foreman (Kiwanis), Operation 
We Care was a huge success. 

“Also assisting was Sharon Hilty, who collected 
donations in Ocean City in remembrance of her son, 
Sfc. John-David Hilty. 

“All donations will be boxed and shipped in time 
for the holidays. If Anna was with us, she would say 
‘thank you and God bless.’” 

In total, Peletier said volunteers collected five 
carloads of donations, including a big final day on 
Oct. 28.  

“We did great,” she said. “They will need two 
SUVs to carry what was collected [on the last day].” 

Peletier said the plan is to continue the collection 
next year, again with help from Walton, a U.S. Army 
veteran who served in Vietnam. 

“I am planning to collect again next October, and 
Larry has agreed to have AARP sponsor the event,” 
she said. “We will do [the drive] on four Wednesdays 
in October.” 

For more information or to donate to Operation 
We Care, visit www.operationwecare.org or 
www.facebook.com/OpWeCare. 

Volunteers continue  
tradition with successful 
donation drive

Davis recognized 
The Ocean Pines Pine’eer Craft Club announced its crafter of the month for October is Charlie Davis.  
Originally from the Glen Burnie area, Davis became interested in woodworking while spending time with his father 

and working as a residential home builder.   
While in high school, Davis, spent three years in the Vocational Technical Center in Anne Arundel County, where 

he majored in cabinet making. After graduation, Davis worked for his father building homes, and later became an equal 
partner in the family owned construction business.   

Davis also spent 31 years working as a cabinet maker for the U.S. government.   
Now retired, Davis continues to explore woodworking with the Ocean Pines Artisan Gift Shop, where he makes 

crafts using a scroll saw and wood-turning projects objects with a lathe. Davis enjoys producing both patriotic works 
and those with an animal theme.   

According to Davis, “I have no scrap wood, just wood I haven’t used yet.”  
Davis’ creations, as well as many other unique and handmade items, are available in the Ocean Pines Artisan Gift 

Shop in White Horse Park, next to the Farmer’s Market and across from the Administration Building on 239 Ocean Park-
way. The shop is open Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Sundays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Home Delivery 
Ocean Pines Only.  Call 410-629-5906

Local Newsstands

There for you...
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Auditions to be  
held for musical 

Advertising Sales  
Professionals

The Courier, a weekly community newspaper seeks experienced advertising 

sales individuals with strong interpersonal skills to build advertising relationships 

and assist in publication growth.   

 

You must be professional, well-spoken, deadline and customer oriented, and 

highly motivated with strong communication and organizational skills.  Work 

from home.  

 

This is a commission-based position with considerable income growth potential.  

Enjoy flexible working schedule. 

Send cover letter and resume to  

Chip Bertino at  

chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com  
EOE

The Ocean Pines Players has re-
ceived the rights for “The Big Bad 
Musical.”  

Rumor has it, that the notorious 
Big Bad Wolf is going to be slapped 
with a class-action lawsuit by story-
books’ quirky characters who want 
to get even.  

A cast of eighteen is necessary to 
commence the legal wrangling dur-
ing the upcoming holiday season as 
the two greatest legal minds in the 
Enchanted Forest, the Evil Step-
mother and the Fairy Godmother 
clash in a trial that appears as 
wickedly funny yet judicially signif-
icant forever after.  

The auditions are set for Sep-
tember 13 and 14 from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m. in the Marlin Room of the 
Ocean Pines Community Center. 
With no experience necessary, these 
auditions are open to those ages 
eight through 17 and designed to be 
safe, casual, and fun.  

For the most updated infor-
mation and the audition form, go to: 
http://sites.google.com/view/ocean
pinesplayers or email Frank Pas-
qualino at 
BigBadMusicalOPP@google.com.  

“The Big Bad Musical” by Al 
Strum, with music and lyrics by Bill 
Francoeur is possible through Pio-
neer Drama Services, Inc of Engle-
wood, CO.  

The OP Players values diversity 
and inclusion in casting and all 
other areas of the organization. For 
more general information on the 
Ocean Pines Players, follow us on 
our Facebook page or visit  
www.oceanpinesplayers.com. 

 

Historical landmark  
signs to be unveiled 

The public is invited to join the 
Worcester County Commissioners and 
members of the Briddell family, as 
they unveil the Briddletown Road his-
torical landmark signs on Friday, Sep-
tember 3 at 3 p.m. at 10752 Flower 
Street. 

Flower Street, from Seahawk Road 
to MD Rte. 376, runs straight through 
the heart of Briddletown, which was 
named after the Briddell family. Land 
records indicate that the history of 
Briddletown dates back to 1866, fol-
lowing the close of the Civil War. Thir-
teen individual property titles – with 
parcels ranging in size from one to 
four acres lining the main road along 
Flower Street in and around the Kitts 
Branch tributary of Trappe Creek east 
of the Town of Berlin – make it pos-
sible to track the community’s devel-
opment.  

“This is where my ancestors first 

please see signs on page 14

From left, Norma Schultz, non-credit allied health instructor at Wor-Wic Community Col-
lege, and Ruth Gaudreau, part-time instructor, show some of the equipment that was 
recently purchased with a gift from the L. Franklin and Gertrude H. Purnell Foundation, 
to Jason Parker, secretary/treasurer of the Purnell Foundation’s board of directors.

Purnell foundation continues  
to support health care 

In addition to continuing an an-
nual scholarship supporting nursing 
students, the L. Franklin and Ger-
trude H. Purnell Foundation has 
made a new commitment of 
$50,000 over five years to enhance 
the health care technology needs of 
Wor-Wic Community College. 

The first installment of $10,000 
was used to purchase items that will 
be used by the non-credit allied 
health division. The $10,000 funded 
a new adult manikin for the certified 
nursing assistant laboratory, as well 
as an automated external defibril-
lator, a centrifuge, a vital signs mon-
itor and a low vision simulation kit. 

According to Jason Parker, secre-
tary/treasurer of the board of direc-
tors of the Purnell Foundation, the 

foundation was created to establish 
and maintain medical care in the 
local community. “Funds are to be 
used for education and scientific 
use, with a focus on the medical 
field,” he said. 

The Purnell Foundation has been 
providing financial support to Wor-
Wic students with a named scholar-
ship since 1983. The scholarship has 
grown over the years and is cur-
rently $4,000 per year for tuition 
and expenses for nursing program 
applicants from Worcester County 
who have plans to practice nursing 
on the Lower Eastern Shore of Mary-
land. 

 

Anglers’ flea  
market scheduled 

The Anglers Club of Ocean Pines 
will host its first Fishing Flea Market.  
It will be held at the Ocean Pines Com-
munity Center in the Assateague room 
on Saturday, September 18 from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.  Admission is free.  
Tables are available for $10. To reserve 
please contact Jerry Leuters at 240-
427-8929. 

If you live in Ocean Pines, be 
sure to contact The Courier 

 if you want the paper each 
 week in your driveway.  

  
Call 410-629-5906

http://sites.google.com/view/oceanpinesplayers
http://sites.google.com/view/oceanpinesplayers
mailto:BigBadMusicalOPP@google.com
http://www.oceanpinesplayers.com
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Yumi Hogan joins call to protect  
Assateague’s wild horses

Maryland First Lady Yumi Hogan 
joined the Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR), Assateague 
Island National Seashore staff, and 
other guests at Assateague State Park, 
urging island visitors to drive carefully 
and “Give Wild Horses a Brake,” part 
of a new outreach campaign design to 
reduce horse injuries and #Protec-
tOurPonies. 

A freely roaming herd of wild 
ponies is one of the major attractions 
at Assateague, a barrier island that is 
divided into Maryland’s Assateague 
State Park and the federal Assateague 
Island National Seashore. Unfor-
tunately, humans feeding the horses 
or otherwise encouraging them to 
come near campgrounds and vehicles 
has left the horses unafraid of people 
and cars, making them more suscep-
tible to dangerous situations on the 
Assateague roads.  

The First Lady, Maryland DNR 
Secretary Jeannie Haddaway-Riccio, 
Maryland State Senator Mary Beth 
Carozza, and members of the non-
profit friends group Assateague Island 
Alliance visited the State Park on Fri-
day. The Alliance also presented the 
First Lady with a conservation award 
for her continued support and work 
protecting wildlife. 

“The ponies of Assateague are a 
treasure to Maryland and the nation, 
but it can be easy to forget that they 
are wild animals,” First Lady Yumi 
Hogan said. “I am pleased to see the 
efforts our Park Service is taking to 
help reduce harm. We urge drivers to 
be alert and observe the rules of the 
road and other park regulations to 
protect the ponies.” 

A vehicle strike even at low speed 
can cause serious and even fatal in-
juries for the Assateague horses. Driv-
ers traveling at night or in low light 
along park roads can have difficulty 
seeing the horses. Unlike deer, which 
may dart across the road, horses regu-
larly stand completely still in the road, 
giving drivers little opportunity to 
react. 

“Our park staff and volunteers 
work hard every year to make Assa-
teague Island a great experience for 
hundreds of thousands of visitors, as 
well as protect the wildlife that makes 
it so unique,” Maryland DNR Secre-
tary Jeannie Haddaway-Riccio said. 
“We ask our guests to help us keep our 

wild horses safe for the continued en-
joyment of this wonderful natural re-
source.” 

The First Lady and Secretary Ric-
cio reviewed new and ongoing efforts 
to help protect the ponies. Both the 
Maryland Park Service and National 
Park Service have invested in 
strategies to reduce the risk for the 
horses. Assateague State Park has in-
stalled four speed bumps and ex-
panded crosswalks in the park 
campground, and installed highway 
messaging signs along the Route 611 
causeway/park entrance road. 

The State Highway Administration 
lowered the speed limit along the park 
entrance road across Verrazano Bridge 
to 25 miles per hour. 

The National Park Service will add 
speed feedback signs, displaying 
driver speed, on the causeway and 
along Bayberry Drive and reduce 
speed limits to 15 miles per hour at 
several areas within the national park.  

“The National Park Service, and 
Assateague Island National Seashore, 
would like to thank First Lady Yumi 

Hogan for her work promoting safety 
and safe horse/human interactions on 
Assateague Island. Visitors to the is-
land are reminded to drive slowly, fol-
low posted safety signs, stay at least 40 
feet from horses, store all food prop-
erly, and constantly be on the lookout 
for pedestrians, bicycles, horses, and 
other wildlife while driving through 
the park,” Assateague Island National 
Seashore Superintendent Hugh Haw-
thorne said. “Together we can make 
this a safe environment for both vis-
itors and wildlife. The National Park 
Service will continue to work with the 
Maryland Department of Natural Re-
sources to ensure a continued safe and 
enjoyable experience for all coming to 
the island.” 

Visitors should also remember that 
close contact with the horses is also a 
danger to humans, as the Assateague 
ponies can bite and kick, and like most 
wild mammals, can carry rabies. 

Park officials urge visitors to Assa-
teague to follow these rules: 

please see horses on page 14

https://dnr.maryland.gov/publiclands/Pages/eastern/assateague.aspx
https://dnr.maryland.gov/publiclands/Pages/eastern/Assateague/Wild-Ponies.aspx
https://dnr.maryland.gov/publiclands/Pages/eastern/Assateague/Wild-Ponies.aspx
https://dnr.maryland.gov/publiclands/Pages/eastern/Assateague/Wild-Ponies.aspx
https://dnr.maryland.gov/publiclands/Pages/eastern/assateague.aspx
https://dnr.maryland.gov/publiclands/Pages/eastern/assateague.aspx
https://dnr.maryland.gov/publiclands/Pages/eastern/assateague.aspx
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Presidential history 

Lyndon Baines Johnson 
In the 1960 campaign, Lyndon B. 

Johnson was elected Vice President 
as John F. Kennedy’s running mate. 
On November 22, 1963, when 
Kennedy was assassinated, Johnson 
was sworn in as the 36th United 
States President, with a vision to 
build “A Great Society” for the 
American people. 

“A Great Society” for the Ameri-
can people and their fellow men 
elsewhere was the vision of Lyndon 
B. Johnson. In his first years of of-
fice he obtained passage of one of 
the most extensive legislative pro-
grams in the Nation’s history. Main-
taining collective security, he 
carried on the rapidly growing 
struggle to restrain Communist en-
croachment in Vietnam. 

Johnson was born on August 27, 
1908, in central Texas, not far from 
Johnson City, which his family had 
helped settle. He felt the pinch of 
rural poverty as he grew up, working 
his way through Southwest Texas 
State Teachers College (now known 

as Texas State University-San Mar-
cos); he learned compassion for the 
poverty of others when he taught 
students of Mexican descent. 

In 1937 he campaigned success-
fully for the House of Representa-
tives on a New Deal platform, 
effectively aided by his wife, the for-
mer Claudia “Lady Bird” Taylor, 
whom he had married in 1934. 

During World War II he served 
briefly in the Navy as a lieutenant 
commander, winning a Silver Star in 
the South Pacific. After six terms in 
the House, Johnson was elected to 
the Senate in 1948. In 1953, he be-
came the youngest Minority Leader 
in Senate history, and the following 
year, when the Democrats won con-
trol, Majority Leader. With rare skill 
he obtained passage of a number of 
key Eisenhower measures. 

In the 1960 campaign, Johnson, 
as John F. Kennedy’s running mate, 
was elected Vice President. On No-
vember 22, 1963, when Kennedy 
was assassinated, Johnson was 

sworn in as Presi-
dent. 

First he obtained 
enactment of the 
measures President 
Kennedy had been 
urging at the time of 
his death–a new 
civil rights bill and a 
tax cut. Next he 
urged the Nation “to 
build a great soci-
ety, a place where 
the meaning of 
man’s life matches 
the marvels of 
man’s labor.” In 
1964, Johnson won 
the Presidency with 
61 percent of the 
vote and had the 
widest popular mar-
gin in American his-
tory–more than 
15,000,000 votes. 

The Great Society program be-
came Johnson’s agenda for Congress 
in January 1965: aid to education, 
attack on disease, Medicare, urban 
renewal, beautification, conserva-
tion, development of depressed re-
gions, a wide-scale fight against 
poverty, control and prevention of 
crime and delinquency, removal of 
obstacles to the right to vote. Con-
gress, at times augmenting or 
amending, rapidly enacted John-
son’s recommendations. Millions of 
elderly people found succor through 
the 1965 Medicare amendment to 
the Social Security Act. 

Under Johnson, the country 
made spectacular explorations of 

space in a program he had champi-
oned since its start. When three as-
tronauts successfully orbited the 
moon in December 1968, Johnson 
congratulated them: “You’ve taken 
… all of us, all over the world, into a 
new era. . . . ” 

Nevertheless, two overriding 
crises had been gaining momentum 
since 1965. Despite the beginning of 
new antipoverty and anti-discrimi-
nation programs, unrest and rioting 
in black ghettos troubled the Nation. 
President Johnson steadily exerted 
his influence against segregation 
and on behalf of law and order, but 
there was no early solution. 

The other crisis arose from Viet 
Nam. Despite Johnson’s efforts to 
end Communist aggression and 
achieve a settlement, fighting con-
tinued. Controversy over the war 
had become acute by the end of 
March 1968, when he limited the 
bombing of North Vietnam in order 
to initiate negotiations. At the same 
time, he startled the world by with-
drawing as a candidate for re-elec-
tion so that he might devote his full 
efforts, unimpeded by politics, to 
the quest for peace. 

When he left office, peace talks 
were under way; he did not live to 
see them successful, but died sud-
denly of a heart attack at his Texas 
ranch on January 22, 1973. 

-whitehouse.org 
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DAR welcomes new members 
The General Levin Winder Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) 
recently welcomed three new members during a luncheon the chapter recently hosted 
for the seven DAR chapters located on the Eastern Shore. Past Chaplain Theresa Bruner 
administered the oath of membership to Talley Hann, Pamela Mann and Kathryn Trench. 
Chapter Regent Gail Weldin presented each with a DAR pin as a token of welcome.  

The DAR is a women’s service organization dedicated to promoting patriotism, pre-
serving American history, and securing America’s future through better education.  For 
more information, visit www.dar.org.   

(L-R) Theresa Bruner, Pamela Mann, Kathryn Trench, Talley Hann and Gail 
Weldin. 

National Wellness Month: 
water, the best medicine
By William “Billy” Hamilton Jr. 

In recognition of National Well-
ness Month, I’d like to focus on the 
benefits of hydrations. I get asked 

several times a day 
by patients, “what 
can I do at home to 
help get rid of my 
pain?”  And up to 
very recently my re-
sponse would al-
most always be, 
“make sure you’re 
doing the home ex-
ercises I showed 

you” or “ice and rest” depending on 
the issue with the patient. However, 
over the past year I began to have 
moderate to severe hip pain. Long 
story short, I believe it to be damage 
to the cartilage on the socket of my 
hip joint. I want to discuss the 
process I went through along with a 
few other interesting facts about hy-
dration. 

With respect to my hip pain, it 
began last spring and was mild at 
first. Over a few months the pain 
progressed to severe at times and 
was always worse after activities like 
prolonged standing or running. I 
first tried resting for four weeks with 
no success. I then tried traditional 
physical therapy in my clinic. I was 
able to make some progress, but def-
initely not pain-free. I continued to 
have episodes of sharp pains in the 
groin area with simple movements 
such as rolling in bed or pivoting 
when walking. I was almost at the 
point where I thought that surgery 
may be my only option. At that point 
I performed a little self-reflection on 
my dietary habits. I realized that I 
was drinking mostly drinks that are 
considered diuretics such as coffee 
and tea. Over the next two weeks I 
would have my morning coffee and 
then only water the rest of the day. I 
made a concerted effort to have a 
water bottle at my desk and drink 
frequently whether I was thirsty or 
not. When I tell you that towards the 
end of that two weeks I was feeling 
dramatically better, it would be an 
understatement. My pain went from 
a 6-7/10 to a 1-2/10 and sometimes 
no pain at all. I won’t tell you that I 
have completely cured myself with 
water because the damage is still 

there, and I feel it when I am not as 
vigilant about drinking water. How-
ever, this small experiment I per-
formed on myself has emphasized 
the role water plays in healthy joints 
and muscles. The other example I 
give my patients about the impor-
tance of hydration, think about the 
difference in how soft and pliable 
raw meat is compared to dehydrated 
jerky! Now this is an extreme anal-
ogy, but still a good mental aid for 
how important water is in our body. 
Moving on from my personal expe-
rience I’d like to share a few facts 
about hydration that may be sur-
prising to everyone. 

The importance of hydration 
cannot be understated. The general 
rule of thumb is to attempt to drink 
half your body weight, but in 
ounces. For example, if you weigh 
200 lbs. you must try to drink 100 
ounces of water. Research has 
shown that the average woman 
should drink around 11 cups of 
water per day and men 15 cups per 
day. Of course, these numbers vary 
up or down according to body size 
and the amount of water in your 
meals (for example oatmeal equates 
to ¾ cup of water). Another fun fact 
is that all food and drinks count to-
wards hydration.  On average you 
can get three to five cups of water 
from meals. Even coffee, tea, and al-
cohol add to your overall hydration, 
when consumed in moderation. An-
other great source of hydration is 
whole or skim milk and orange 
juice. In fact, the hydration index 
study found that these drinks pro-
vided better hydration than actual 
water.  

You may be surprised by some of 
these facts that I’ve shared. My goal 
is to highlight how important water 
is to our overall health and wellness. 
You may even be able to prevent a 
trip to your doctor or physical ther-
apist by simply increasing your 
water intake. If you’d like to know 
more, feel free to stop in some time 
and have a chat with me. 

William “Billy” Hamilton Jr., 
DPT, CHT is owner of Hamilton 
Physical Therapy (Ocean Pines).  
He can be reached at 410-208-3300 
or by email at Billy@HamiltonPT-
cares.com.

William  
Hamilton, Jr.
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Answers for August 25

By Jean Marx 
Andrew Graff’s book entitled Raft of 

Stars is about two ten-year-old boys 
who go on an adventure of a lifetime.  
The circumstances that initiate this ad-
venture, however, are dire in that the 
boys think they have committed a terri-
ble crime and need to escape from the 
police who are sure to be following 
them.   

The book takes place in Claypot, 
Wisconsin, a small rural town set along 
a river in the Upper Mid-
west.  The boys are Fis-
cher “Fish” Branson and 
his best friend Dale 
“Bread” Breadwin.  Fish 
lives with his mother, and 
he often visits his grandfa-
ther named Teddy who 
lives nearby.  Bread lives 
with his father, a mean 
drunk who often takes his 
frustrations out on his young 
son.  Bread tries to keep a lot 
of the hurt inside but his fre-
quent bruises are noticed by 
Fish and his grandpa, and so 
they do their best to look out for him.  
Bread’s father is a strict disciplinarian, 
and coming home late is a violation that 
usually sends him into a rage. 

This was the situation one summer 
evening after an enjoyable day Fish and 
Bread spent together rescuing a large 
cluster of turtles that had gotten 
stranded on dry land.  Fish can sense 
Bread’s fear to return home, so Fish fol-
lows him home without Bread’s aware-
ness and soon hears a nasty argument 
erupt from the house.  Fish bursts into 
the house seeing Bread’s father towering 
over his friend with his shirtfront in his 
fist.  In a rush, Fish grabs the gun off the 
kitchen counter and orders Bread’s fa-
ther to let him go.  He does not, so Fish 
fires off a shot intending to scare the fa-
ther off.  Fish and Bread watch as 
Bread’s father collapses on the kitchen 
floor with blood oozing from a head 
wound.  His body is unmoving and the 
boys are convinced that Fish has killed 
the man.  This sends shockwaves 
through the boys and they scramble for 
a solution. 

First, both boys fear they will get ar-
rested and charged with murder.  Bread 
has the added fear of wondering what 
will become of him without any parent, 
having lost his mother years before.  He 
tells Fish he wants to run away, and Fish 

decides immediately to go with him be-
cause he knows he was the one who 
pulled the trigger.  The boys stop off at 
Teddy’s house to pack up some supplies 
and a small stash of food.   They set off 
for their favorite spot along the river and 
try to forge a new outdoor life for them-
selves.  The book chronicles their jour-
ney together through their fears of being 
alone in the forest at night, to trials they 
have to endure in their friendship, and 
to their own personal struggles.  One day 

they find some abandoned 
wood and other bushcraft 
supplies and they decide 
they will build themselves a 
raft with it.   

Meanwhile, the disap-
pearance of the boys has 
set their families and the 
local sheriff into a panic to 
find the boys quickly.  
Sheriff Cal had relocated 
to Claypot after getting 
burned out from his law 
enforcement days in 
Houston.  When Sheriff 

Cal and Teddy discover 
Bread’s father, they find him still alive, 
the bullet had only grazed his head.  
They soon realize the boys have run off 
in fear of reprisal and they are deter-
mined to bring the boys back quickly 
and safely.  Teddy loads up two of his 
horses and soon sets off with the sheriff.  
Teddy is long-accustomed to the sur-
roundings and he and Cal often butt 
heads due to Cal’s inexperience and 
their struggle for who will be in charge.   

Cal asks his deputy to look after 
Fish’s mother, Miranda.  Miranda is be-
side herself with worry as she can’t lose 
Fish after losing her husband.  She be-
friends a young woman named Tiffany 
who works in a convenience store and 
had met Cal on a few of his visits to the 
store.  Tiffany lives alone and is happy at 
the prospect of possibly finding a friend 
in Miranda.  When the deputy lets it slip 
to Miranda that Bread’s father is still 
alive, she springs into action and talks 
Tiffany into going on their own excur-
sion to find the boys. 

The book follows the journeys of all 
six individuals in a rush to save the boys 
and show them how much they are 
loved.  This is the first book by Andrew 
Graff who grew up in the outdoor sur-
roundings of Wisconsin’s Northwoods.  
He also served a tour of duty in 
Afghanistan. 

Review of  

Raft of Stars 
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Mosquito pool tests positive for EEE
The Worcester County Health De-

partment received notification from the 
State of Maryland that a mosquito pool 
in the Whaleyville area of Worcester 
County recently tested positive for East-
ern Equine Encephalitis (EEE). The 
mosquito species that tested positive 
feeds primarily on birds. This is the first 
positive test for EEE in Worcester in 
2021.    

Arboviruses, such as the EEE virus, 
are most common during the summer 
and fall months. The viruses are trans-
mitted by infected mosquitoes and 
spread to humans, birds, horses and 
other animals. Since mosquitoes can 

breed in as little as a quarter inch of 
water, eliminating standing water is crit-
ical for the control of mosquito popula-
tions. Many factors impact when and 
where outbreaks occur, such as weather, 
numbers of mosquitoes that spread the 
virus, and human behavior. 

The Worcester Health Department is 
providing the following tips to help pre-
vent contact with mosquitoes and reduce 
risk of infection with EEE or other mos-
quito borne illnesses: 

-Remove standing water around your 
home; as little as one-half inch of water 
will support dozens of mosquitoes. Re-
move or turn over buckets, bottles, and 

other containers; discard old tires or drill 
drainage holes in tires used for play-
ground equipment; clean rain gutters; 
store canoes, wheelbarrows, and plastic 
wading pools upside down; flush bird-
baths and the bottom of plant holders 
twice a week; remove pet food and water 
dishes that are not being used; adjust 
tarps (over pools, boats, etc.) to eliminate 
standing water; fix dripping faucets. 

-Wear clothing that covers the arms, 
legs, and feet whenever you are outdoors. 

-Use mosquito repellents containing 
DEET sparingly on exposed skin. Con-
sult a physician before applying DEET to 
young children.  Avoid applying repel-
lents to the hands of children and do not 
use repellents on children under three 
years of age.  

-Follow package instructions care-
fully. 

-Spray clothing with repellents con-
taining permethrin or DEET as mosqui-
toes may bite through thin clothing. 

-Minimize outdoor activities at dawn, 
dusk, and in the early evening when 
mosquitoes are most active. 

-Inspect window and door screens 

and repair any holes found. 
Signs and Symptoms 
Signs and symptoms of Eastern 

Equine Encephalitis include fever, 
headache, irritability, restlessness, 
drowsiness, vomiting, diarrhea, cyanosis, 
convulsions, and coma. People with 
milder illnesses typically recover on their 
own, although symptoms may last for 
several weeks. In more severe cases, pa-
tients need to be hospitalized to receive 
supportive treatment. Anyone with pos-
sible symptoms of EEE should contact a 
health care provider immediately. 

Horse owners can protect their 
horses from EEE with a vaccine, contact 
your veterinarian for information. 

Mosquito spraying is expected to be 
conducted in the Whaleyville area in re-
sponse to this report.  Details regarding 
date, amount of area and method of dis-
tribution will be provided as they become 
available and will be weather dependent. 

For more prevention tips and infor-
mation about Eastern Equine Encephali-
tis (EEE) visit 
www.cdc.gov/easternequineencephali-
tis. 

Route 90 project  
to move forward

During his keynote address Saturday 
at the Maryland Association of Counties 
summer conference held in Ocean City, 
Governor Larry Hogan announced that 
the State of Maryland’s new Consolidated 
Transportation Program (CTP), to be re-
leased in early September, will include 
funding for the project planning phase for 
Route 90 improvements, advancing a 
long-held priority for Ocean City and 
Worcester County. 

“In the coming weeks, state trans-
portation officials will be rolling out a 
bold new consolidated transportation 
plan, which will include even more un-
precedented infrastructure investments. 

“In fact, while we are here in Ocean 
City, I am pleased to announce for the 
first time here today that our new CTP 
will include funding for the planning of 
the long-awaited and desperately needed 
MD Route 90, the gateway to Ocean City, 
project. 

“MD 90 is a top priority not only for 
safety, access, and the local economy, but 
also for its vital role in emergency re-
sponse. We are very pleased to be taking 
this important step forward and we also 
look forward to working with each of you 
and your jurisdictions on all of the critical 
projects in your counties.” 

e-subscribe FREE to  
The Courier and get it  

delivered to your  
computer each week!   

delmarvacourier.com
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Some things to  
think about
Gathered from the internet by Jack Barnes
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If you live in Ocean Pines, be sure  
to contact The Courier if you want 

the paper each week in your driveway.  
 

Call 410-629-5906
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Local volunteers this week wrapped up a hugely 
successful donation drive to help U.S. soldiers serv-
ing overseas.  

Organizer Barbara Peletier said longtime Ocean 
Pines resident Anna Foultz was the inspiration for 
the collection. Foultz, who passed away last year, 
started the drive with her husband, Carl, and their 
Star Charities nonprofit.  

This year, a small group of volunteers set up in 
the Ocean Pines Community Center parking lot and 
gathered items 
over four 
Wednesdays in 
October. Dona-
tions included 
toiletries and 
n o n p e r i s h a b l e  
food, cards and 
books, and many 
other items.  

Volunteers worked with Salisbury-based non-
profit Operation We Care, which will package and 
ship the goods in time for a holiday delivery to U.S. 
soldiers abroad.  

Peletier penned the following thank-you note to 
the local community: 

“Thanks to the generous people of Ocean Pines 
and Ocean City, we were able to keep alive Anna’s 
dream of supporting our deployed military during 
the Holidays. With the assistance of Larry Walton 
(AARP) and Candy Foreman (Kiwanis), Operation 
We Care was a huge success. 

“Also assisting was Sharon Hilty, who collected 
donations in Ocean City in remembrance of her son, 
Sfc. John-David Hilty. 

“All donations will be boxed and shipped in time 
for the holidays. If Anna was with us, she would say 
‘thank you and God bless.’” 

In total, Peletier said volunteers collected five 
carloads of donations, including a big final day on 
Oct. 28.  

“We did great,” she said. “They will need two 
SUVs to carry what was collected [on the last day].” 

Peletier said the plan is to continue the collection 
next year, again with help from Walton, a U.S. Army 
veteran who served in Vietnam. 

“I am planning to collect again next October, and 
Larry has agreed to have AARP sponsor the event,” 
she said. “We will do [the drive] on four Wednesdays 
in October.” 

For more information or to donate to Operation 
We Care, visit www.operationwecare.org or 
www.facebook.com/OpWeCare. 

Volunteers continue  
tradition with successful 
donation drive

Davis recognized 
The Ocean Pines Pine’eer Craft Club announced its crafter of the month for October is Charlie Davis.  
Originally from the Glen Burnie area, Davis became interested in woodworking while spending time with his father 

and working as a residential home builder.   
While in high school, Davis, spent three years in the Vocational Technical Center in Anne Arundel County, where 

he majored in cabinet making. After graduation, Davis worked for his father building homes, and later became an equal 
partner in the family owned construction business.   

Davis also spent 31 years working as a cabinet maker for the U.S. government.   
Now retired, Davis continues to explore woodworking with the Ocean Pines Artisan Gift Shop, where he makes 

crafts using a scroll saw and wood-turning projects objects with a lathe. Davis enjoys producing both patriotic works 
and those with an animal theme.   

According to Davis, “I have no scrap wood, just wood I haven’t used yet.”  
Davis’ creations, as well as many other unique and handmade items, are available in the Ocean Pines Artisan Gift 

Shop in White Horse Park, next to the Farmer’s Market and across from the Administration Building on 239 Ocean Park-
way. The shop is open Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Sundays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Home Delivery 
Ocean Pines Only.  Call 410-629-5906

Local Newsstands

There for you...

Rick Pollitt named Snow  
Hill town manager

The Snow Hill Mayor and Town 
Council announced that Rick Pollitt, 
Jr. of Allen, MD has been hired as 
the town’s new town manager.  Pol-
litt brings to the position decades of 
experience as a municipal manager, 
long-term professional connections 
to business leaders and local, state, 
regional and federal officials, and a 
reputation of integrity. During the 
past two decades, Pollitt has served 
as a city manager for the cities of 
Fruitland and Crisfield.  Addition-
ally, he was elected and served two, 
four-year terms as the first county 
executive in Wicomico County.   

He holds a Bachelor of Arts De-
gree in Political Science from Wash-
ington College, and has served on 
numerous boards and commissions, 
including as past president of the 
Maryland Association of Counties 
(MACo). Pollitt also has an exten-
sive track record in supporting ini-
tiatives of diversification and 
environmental protection.   

Pollitt was selected as the next 
town manager as the result of a 
highly competitive national search. 
Mayor Jennifer Jewell has been per-
forming town manager and mayoral 
duties concurrently since taking of-
fice in June.  A Town Manager 
Search Committee was formed by 
the mayor, consisting of five resi-
dents representing varying inter-
ests.  Included were a business 
owner, town employee, and Coun-
cilwoman Melisa Weidner.  The 
Search Committee worked inde-
pendently of the mayor to narrow 
down the pool of over 27 candidates.  

The final candidates were invited 
to spend a day in the Town of Snow 
Hill, visiting businesses and touring 
the town.  Each met with town staff, 
interviewing with both the Search 
Committee and the mayor, and fi-
nally made a public presentation in 
which all attendees were invited to 
ask questions of the candidate. 
Input was gathered from the public, 
staff and Search Committee.  The 
information was presented to Mayor 
Jewell, who then reviewed the can-
didates with the council.  After dis-
cussing the gathered input and 
qualifications, the council voted 
unanimously to offer the position to 
Pollitt.  

The town is in position to see ex-

ponential progress in strengthening 
their infrastructure and boosting 
economic development, given the 
recent announcement of two signif-
icant financial awards and the 
launch of the new paddleboat, the 
Black-Eyed Susan, managed by 
Washington’s, Inc. Town leaders be-
lieve Pollitt’s selection signifies a 
stable and catalytic foundation for 
building upon the current momen-
tum that is propelling the town for-
ward. Mayor Jewell commented, 
“Mr. Pollitt has deep roots and con-
nections on the Lower Eastern 
Shore and his commitment to 
strengthen communities, high level 
of integrity and professionalism 
make him a strong fit for Snow 
Hill.”  

Mr. Pollitt will begin his new role 
as Snow Hill Town Manager on Sep-
tember 8. 

 

MD vaccinations  
reach milestone 

Governor Larry Hogan an-
nounced Sunday that, according to 
official CDC data, the State of Mary-
land has achieved the milestone of 
vaccinating 80% of adults with at 
least one dose of a COVID-19 vac-
cine. 

“After vaccinating 70 percent of 
Maryland adults by Memorial Day, 
months ahead of the goal set by Pres-
ident Biden, we have achieved an-
other major milestone by vaccinating 
80 percent of all adults by Labor 
Day,” Governor Hogan said. “As one 
of the most vaccinated states, our 
health metrics are among the lowest 
in America, and we are much better 
prepared to withstand the significant 
summer surge of the Delta variant, 
which many other states with lower 
vaccination rates are now experienc-
ing. The vaccines are very safe, they 
are very effective, they are com-
pletely free, and they are widely 
available nearly everywhere.” 
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signs 
from page 6 
 
bought land,” said Sharon Briddell-
Fowlis, a fifth-generation descendent 
of George and Martha Briddell, the 
first African Americans to purchase 
property post slavery on lands that 
for more than a century have been 
recognized as Briddletown.  

 “We felt like Briddletown was get-
ting away from us, and there was 
nothing here to mark what my ances-
tors and my great grandfather the 
contributions that they made to the 
county,” Briddle-Fowlis said of her 
ancestors. “They helped establish St. 
Paul United Methodist Church. They 

also started the first black cemetery 
here, Ebenezer Cemetery, out on As-
sateague Road. So, we went to the 
county (in 2017) and got a proposal 
together to advocate for some sort of 
marker.” 

That marker became a reality on 
August 28, 2018. Under a sunny sky, 
with temperatures soring well into 
the 90s, county officials and Briddell 
family members unveiled the Brid-
dletown interpretive sign. That panel, 
which is located on Flower Street be-
side Stephen Decatur Middle School, 
is accessible to the public. It maps the 
development of the Briddletown 
community and is part of a larger col-
lection of African American interpre-

tive panels that identify sites of his-
toric significance to Worcester 
County that serve to educate the pub-
lic and preserve local history. 

“We’re taking Briddletown back,” 
Tourism and Economic Development 
Director Melanie Pursel said. “And, 
we hope to see you here celebrating 
the rich African American heritage of 
this historic family and their lasting 
contributions to Worcester County.” 

The sign unveiling will take place 
in conjunction with the 40th annual 
Briddell family reunion. For more in-
formation, contact Kim Moses, pub-
lic information officer, at (410) 
632-1194. 

 

horses 
from page 7 

 
-Always stay at least 40 feet away 

from the horses, and if they approach, 
move away 

-Never touch, feed, or harass the 
horses  

-Keep all food and pet food se-
curely stored in a closed cooler with a 
strap or in a zippered bag- no open top 
bags. Horses can open coolers and will 
get into bags with food, drinks, pet 
food, or trash — creating a potential 
health risk that could be fatal to the 
horses. 

-Dispose of all trash properly — 
horses will eat plastic, wrappings, or 
even glass if it still contains food. 

-Drive slowly and always be alert 
for wildlife.  Follow all posted speed 
limits and especially at night, go slow.  

-Use only designated parking areas 
to view wildlife.   

DNR created new handouts this 
year providing information for safely 
viewing horses and directing visitors 
who pull over along the causeway to 

use approved parking areas. 
Assateague State Park also hired 

additional seasonal rangers and real-
located staff and equipment — plus a 
team of two volunteer rovers — to 
conduct pony patrol activities, includ-
ing: daily monitoring of where bands 
are located; documentation and up-
dates on any incidents or items of con-
cern; use of techniques as approved by 
NPS biologists to move horses away 
from busy day use beach area, road-
ways, campsites, and other areas 
where potential for horse/human in-
teractions are dangerous; and other 
activities.  

The Maryland Park Service is also 
piloting the installation of campsite 
cooler storage boxes to keep food 
where horses are less likely to be at-
tracted to them. These boxes are mod-
eled after those in the national park 
campground, and staff are monitoring 
their effectiveness. 

These are just a few of the ongoing 
efforts to keep Assateague Island safe 
for both the wild horses and the peo-
ple who come to enjoy seeing them. 

Teen health education  
proposals sought

The Worcester County Health 
Department is requesting mini-grant 
proposals from community-based 
organizations, work places, churches, or 
other interested organizations for youth 
teen pregnancy and sexually transmitted 
infection (STI) prevention education: 
Promoting Health Among Teens-
Comprehensive education (PHAT-C). To 
be eligible for up to $7,500 in grant 
funding, your program must be an 
organization that serves young people in 
Worcester County. Funded organizations 
will be expected to deliver the PHAT-C 
education program to a minimum of 12-
15 Worcester County youth ages 12-19.  

“We’re encouraging groups that work 
with youth in Worcester County to apply 
for PHAT-C grant funding to help us 
spread awareness about comprehensive 
sexual health education and teen 
pregnancy and STI prevention,” said 
Mimi Dean, Director of Prevention 
Services, Worcester County Health 
Department. “Grant-funded education 
could include learning activities like 
small-group discussions, videos, games, 
role-plays and homework assignments.” 

The date for proposals is due to the 
Worcester County Health Department by 
4:30 pm on September 13, 2021. 
Interested parties may call the Worcester 
County Health Department, Prevention 
Services Unit at 410-632-1100 to receive 
an application packet. 

A pre-proposal orientation meeting 
will be held through Google Meets on 
August 26 at 2 p.m. For more 
information, contact Worcester County 
Health Department at 410-632-1100 or 
visit worcesterhealth.org. 

Tides for Ocean City Inlet  
 

Day        High      Tide   
              /Low      Time  

 

 

Th  26      Low   5:03 AM      

    26     High  11:23 AM      

    26      Low   5:25 PM      

    26     High  11:42 PM      

 

F   27      Low   5:42 AM      

    27     High  12:06 PM      

    27      Low   6:13 PM      

 

Sa  28     High  12:24 AM      

    28      Low   6:24 AM      

    28     High  12:51 PM      

    28      Low   7:04 PM      

 

Su  29     High   1:09 AM      

    29      Low   7:07 AM      

    29     High   1:41 PM      

    29      Low   7:58 PM      

 

M   30     High   1:58 AM      

    30      Low   7:55 AM      

    30     High   2:36 PM      

    30      Low   8:54 PM      

 

Tu  31     High   2:55 AM      

    31      Low   8:46 AM      

    31     High   3:36 PM      

    31      Low   9:53 PM      

 

W    1     High   3:55 AM      

     1      Low   9:41 AM      

     1     High   4:35 PM      

     1      Low  10:50 PM   

Local theater group  
to hold auditions 

The Ocean Pines Children’s The-
ater will cast for its January 2022 pro-
duction of Disney’s “Frozen Jr.”  
Auditions for children and teens be-
tween the ages of 12 and 18 will be held 
at the Ocean Pines library on Septem-
ber 13, from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.   Those 
auditioning for singing roles will need 
to be prepared to perform 16 measures 
of a song from the show.   Girls may 
choose either “Let it Go” or “Do You 
Want to Build a Snowman.”  Boys may 
choose either “Love is an Open Door” 
or “Reindeer Are Better Than People.”  
 In addition, participants may be asked 
to do a cold reading from the script. 

 The Ocean Pines Children’s The-
ater requires that all who attend the 
audition, or those who participate in 
any subsequent activity related to the 
production, present proof of full vacci-
nation against COVID-19.     

For more information, 
contact opchildrenstheater@yahoo.co
m 

Duvall joins BOC
Reid Tingle, president and CEO 

of Bank of Ocean City and the Board 
of Directors, last 
week welcomed 
Kimberly Duvall as 
branch manager of 
the Berlin office.   

Duvall joins 
Bank of Ocean City 
with over 13 years 
of banking manage-
ment experience. 

Kimberly brings with her a vast 
array of knowledge in banking and 
leadership. She is committed to pro-

viding an outstanding customer ex-
perience.  Ms. Duvall has relocated 
from New Jersey, were she worked 
for PNC and Unity Bank.  She is 
looking forward to becoming active 
within her new local community, as 
she previously served Habitat for 
Humanity and the Rotary Club, in 
several volunteer rolls, while resid-
ing in New Jersey.     

Bank of Ocean City is a locally-
owned, independent community 
bank.  Established in 1916 and head-
quartered in West Ocean City, the 
bank has five offices. 

Kimberly Duvall
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S I D I N G

To place your business card call  

410-629-5906

D E N T I S T R Y

T I T L E  S E R V I C E S

N A T U R A L  F O O D S V A C A T I O N  R E A L  E S T A T E

Gerard Ott, D.M.D., PA 

Jeremy Masenior, D.D.S. 
Family Dentistry  

1 Pitts Street 
Berlin, Maryland 21811 

 
(410) 641-3490 

ott.masenior@gmail.com 

Support Local Businesses

B O A T  L I F T S

A U T O S

H V A C

9240 Peerless Rd. 
Bishopville, MD 21813

410-629-1573 
Fax: 410-629-1946

B A N K I N G

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S P H Y S I C A L  T H E R A P Y

 oceanpines@fyzical.com

S E N I O R  L I V I N G

L A W N  M A I N T E N A N C E

F L O O R I N G

W R I T I N G  S E R V I C E S

Jean Marx 
443-880-0045 
jmarx.timeflys@gmail.com 
www.timeflysbooks.com

Publishing, Memoirs & More!

Place your 
business card here ! 
Call Linda Knight 

443-366-4184  

HVAC/R - PLUMBING - MECHANICAL

PELLET STOVES AND FIREPLACES

(443) 824-3741

MAINTENANCE

ENGINEERING

F I T N E S S

410-208-3879 
(c) 443-944-5362 
ahtiffer@seafloorcarpets.com 

www.seafloorcarpets.com

11308 Manklin Creek Road, Ocean Pines

Local Expert for Ocean City, Maryland

Vacation rental management, elevated. 

443.905.2823 

sherry.jenkins@vacasa.com 

vacasa.com

Sherry Jenkins  

A N T I Q U E S

For a Truly Unique Shopping Experience Specializing in 
Gold, Platinum and Silver Estate Jewelry, Art Glass, Sterling Flatware,  
Antique Furniture, Oil Paintings, Bronzes, Global Collectibles & Gifts

Wed-Sat 10:30 am to 5:30 pm       
Mon & Tues by appt.

105 Market Street, Pocomoke, Md   410-957-4653 

  We Buy Your Unwanted Jewelry             Free Gift Wrapping 

Classic Collections at
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D.A. Kozma Jewelers
Watch Battery Replacements  

l Custom Designs l  
Bridal Design & Consultation   

Repairs  l  Custom Work Welcome

Prompt, Friendly & Affordable Service

410-213-7505  410-524-GOLD 
www.kozmajewelers.com 

 
on Route 611 at Route 50 in the Food Lion Shopping Center MD #2294

Large Selection of Fine Jewelry 
at Irresistible Prices

Welcoming and Friendly Service since 1978

Check out our  
new & improved website!  
kozmajewelers.com

WE BUY  
Gold & Silver Coins 

Gold Jewelry   Silver Jewelry 
Silverware 

Immediate Evaluation & Payment 
Highest Prices Paid

LADIES 

Don’t lose another earring!  Stop by and pick 
up your FREE earring stoppers.   

Your FREE earring  
stoppers work on your studs  

and wire back earrings.

Open Regular Hours Monday through Saturday   10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  Closed Sunday 

Appointments Welcome But Not Necessary
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