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Ronald Reagan may have been
known as The Great Communicator,
but Donald Trump isn’t far behind, if
at all.

Trump’s 90-minute speech high-
lighted a Save America rally  held at
York Family Farms in Cullman. The
venue is the same one that hosts the
Rock the South music festival each
year.

Trump, a masterful speaker in his
own right, checked the boxes on
almost every element an effective
must include.  And an estimated
crowd of more than 30,000 endured

a 90-minute severe weather incident
with heavy rain, a long trek through a
wet and muddy parking area, and a
lengthy wait to get through the
Secret Service checkpoint, all to
hear the former President address
an Alabama crowd for the first time in
four years.

And Trump didn’t disappoint. After
taking the stage with Lee
Greenwood’s God Bless the USA
playing through the sound system,
Trump wasted no time in working the
crowd into a frenzy, as he went down
the list of effective speech making.

—First Impression: “Look at this
crowd. It goes all the way back there.

Trump rally sees massive crowd
brave rain, lightning, long delays

Batchelor’s legacy one of humility,
service and dedication to 

family and community

See ‘RALLY,’ page 8

John Pilati
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They were the best of friends, but
rarely spoke each other’s names.

Dennis Upchurch and Cecil
Batchelor met in 1985 at a banking
association meeting in Mobile.
Upchurch was seated alone, so
Batchelor invited him to join the
Citizens Bank table. It was a gesture
symbolic of who Batchelor was, 

and it sparked a business relation-
ship, but more importantly, a friend-
ship that grew over the next 36
years. 

Upchurch accepted a job offer from
Batchelor and he became President
and CEO of CB&S Bank in 1989,
where he worked side-by-side with
his friend (and his boss) for more
than 30 years.

Batchelor died Wednesday at

Huntsville Hospital after a bout with
COVID-19. He is survived by his wife

See ‘BATCHELOR,’ page  7

COURTESY PHOTO
Batchelor was a pillar of the Russellville
community  and will be remembered 
as a kind and caring person to those that
knew him.



“In Memory of our loved ones...”
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works

and Franklin Memory Gardens

Cecil Batchelor, 96, of Russellville, passed away on Tuesday,
August 17th.  A private graveside service was held.

Irean Young Meade, 68, of Russellville, passed away on
Saturday, August 21.  Interment at Fairview Cemetery.

Wanda Gail Orrick, 67, of Russellville, passed away on
Friday, August 20.  Interment at Franklin Memory Gardens.

Francisco Sebastian, 52, of Russellville, passed away on
Sunday, August 15.  Interment at Holy Cross Cemetery.

Harold Ray Smith, 75, of Phil Campbell, passed away on
Wednesday, August 18. Interment at Botush Cemetery.



Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels,
letters to the editor and other creative submissions

to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

For updates on news and sports throughout the
week, don’t forget to visit us online at

www.franklinfreepress.net!

Kiel, Stutts join AFA to host 
‘Back the Blue’ event
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A special event for first responders will be held next Wednesday at the A.W.
Todd Centre.

Back the Blue is being hosted by Sen. Larry Stutts, Rep. Jamie Kiel and the
Alabama Forestry Association as a way to thank and honor first responders
with a meal.

The cookout will be held from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., September 1.
All first responders are encouraged to stop by and enjoy a free lunch of

hamburgers and hot dogs. 
“We wanted to host this event to show our appreciation to our first respon-

ders  and honor their service. This lunch will be a small way to do just that,”
Kiel said.

The Alabama Forestry Association is dedicated to protecting and improving
the business, regulatory and legal environment for landowners and forest
business owners to ensure the sustainable growth of America’s forests and
forest industry.



For updates on news and sports, visit us online at
www.franklinfreepress.net!

Rain holds off long enough for
festival contests to take place

My take on this... a big thank you to
all of the Spruce Pine Day sponsors!

For updates on news and sports throughout the
week, be sure and visit us online at

www.franklinfreepress.net!
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Although severe weather wiped out the Saturday evening musical enter-
tainment at the 2021 Franklin County Watermelon Festival, the rain held off
long enough for several contests to be held earlier in the day.

The Franklin Free Press congratulates the following winners of the 2021
Watermelon Festival Contests:

—Most Unusual Watermelon: First place, Greg Dalrymple.
—Adult Seed Spitting: First place, Joe Weldon. Second Place, Samantha

Hartsell. Third place, Jill Bonds.
—Youth Seed Spitting: First Place, Zoe Hartsell. Second Place, Hannah

Adams. Third Place, Elijah Bonds.
—Best Dressed Melon: First Place, Aymar Bonilla. Second place,

Damaris Bonilla. Third place, Peggy Martin.
—Best Tasting: First place, Crimson Lindsey. Second Place, Josh Viliatte.

Third Place, Peggy Martin.
—Largest Melon: First Place, Jake Holloway, 190 pounds. Second Place,

Billy Roberts, 127 pounds. Third Place, Greg Dalrymple, 50 pounds.
—Largest Franklin County Grown Melon: First Place, Reed Jackson, 164

pounds. Second place, Rhett Jackson, 126 pounds. Third place, Chasity
Jackson, 110 pounds.

I’ve had the undesirable task of
asking for ad money this year for
Spruce Pine Day. I know I’m one of
four who collect, but this has been
a tough time for me.

I’ve had friends who have lost
their restaurants and small busi-
nesses and know of ones who are
still trying to recover from last year
and then I come along asking for money.  Excuse
the way I made this sound.

There are those I know the circumstances and
don’t ask, but there are those I have had to ask
and then find out it hasn’t been a good step for-
ward yet. 

It feels like I have given them a punch in the face
or a kick while they are down. I’d never intention-
ally do that and I have walked away feeling so
bad.  It’s not because you told me no, either. It’s
because I hurt for you.

I have been praying as so many are doing now
for the financial recovery and human recovery.

Even during all this, I still have to have support
to continue our hopes and dreams of Spruce
Pine.  Our sponsors are a necessity to our growth.

It is a good feeling when you come to see us on
Spruce Pine Day and remark about our beautiful

and friendly little town. It has become a favorite of
many.

We might have ten people who work their hearts
out preparing for our special day. We have lost our
finest and hardest workers in the past few years. 

Since then, we have not replaced any more
working members.  It’s tough to do a lot of work
with a few people. It would be impossible without
your help financially. Your ads are so much more
important to us than you realize.

It scares me and some of our other members
that within a few years that all the history and the
memories of what has been built will no longer
exist. Unless there are people that can put in the
time and labor, the money will no longer matter.

The people will no longer be asked for ad money
because the care and ambition was obsolete.

All I can truthfully say at the moment is we bare-
ly have enough to get prepared for Spruce Pine
Day this year in October. But thanks to all spon-
sors who purchased an ad, we have the financial
help we need to make it possible.

If you care and are prepared to work for love and
no money, we need you at our next meeting on
Tuesday, September 7 at 6:30 p.m.

Once again, thanks to all of our sponsors!
Until later…

Gail Motes





Volunteers are needed with Kindred Hospice. Come and serve your
community in a way that meets your goals and time availability.

Contact: Kay Holt, LBSW,VC or Kimberly Mansfield, VC @ Kindred Hospice
256-764-0873.

The Why Knot Diner in downtown Russellville will host a Car
Show on Sunday, Sept. 12, from 12 p.m-6 p.m. They have sched-

uled for Jackson Avenue between Lawrence and Montgomery Streets to be
closed during the event. There is a $10 entry fee for those who want their vehi-
cle to be judged. (Best All Around Car, Truck/SUV, Bike will get trophies) and
Race Car & RatRod will receive plaques. We will also have door prizes for those
who enter their vehicles. But anyone who doesn't want to pay the entry fee can
still bring their vehicles and show them off right along with the rest. Contact
Dustin at 256-668-2585 for more info and follow @Why Knot Diner on FB to
see posts and updates.

McLomoe and Turner reunion will be on September 11th at 11 a.m.
at Spruce Pine Community Center. Bring covered dishes. Call

(256)-324-5288 for more information.

Community Action of Northwest Alabama has COVID-19 funding
available through its Utility Program. If you have missed work or

lost income due to COVID-19, the program may be available for you. You can
apply online at www.caanw.org, or in person at the Community Action office,
located in the Russellville Wellness Shopping Center on Hwy. 43 South. The
office is open Monday thru Friday from 8-4:30 p.m. Community Action also has
a rental assistance program that may help you with rent if you meet the qualifi-
cations. Call 256-332-7534 for more information.

The NACOLG SenioRx Medication Assistance Program supplies
free and low-cost medications for anyone in Alabama with a dis-

ability or a chronic illness, regardless of age, that requires daily medication.
Medicare recipients may also be eligible. For more information, contact
NACOLG SenioRx today. There is no charge for this service. Call 1-800-AGE-
LINE (1-800-243-5463) or 256-389-0529 and ask for Paula Pardue. This pro-
gram is in partnership with the state of Alabama and Alabama Department of
Senior Services.

Divorced? Separated? We can help. Divorce Care is a weekly sem-
inar/support group that will help you heal from the hurt. It’s a

warm, caring environment led by people who understand what you are going
through. Learn practical information and gain hope for your future. Come join us
at First Baptist Church, Colbert Heights, every Wednesday night from March 15
through June 7 from 6-8 p.m. Church is located at 6000 Woodmont Drive,
Tuscumbia, AL 35674. For more information, call 256-383-8016 or go online to
www.firstcolbertheights.com.



Page 7
August 25, 2021

Page 7
August 25, 2021

‘BATCHELOR,’ from page 1

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Heavy Equipment Operator in the Solid
Waste Department

in the Franklin County Commission Office
until 5:00 PM on Friday, September 3, 2021. 
An application and job description(s) may

be picked up, faxed or emailed upon request
from the Franklin County Commission

Office, located at 405 N. Jackson Avenue,
Monday – Friday, 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM or

applications are available at www.franklin-
countyal.org under the Careers tab. 

Franklin County is an equal opportunity 
employer and does not discriminate on the

basis of race, color, national origin, sex, reli-
gion, age or disability in the employment or

the provision of services.

of 75 years, Olivia, children Greg (Donna) and Rebecca (Brad) and two
grandchildren.

Though Batchelor and Upchurch were retired from their former positions,
they still used the formal monikers that became a ritual between them.

“I called him Mr. Chairman, and he called me Mr. President,” Upchurch
said. “We never had an argument, not that we always agreed, but we worked
out our differences in a mutually respectful way. 

“I found a cartoon one day that I gave him. It said, ‘the Chairman may not
always be right, but he is always the Chairman!’ He loved it and the last time
I looked, he had it under the glass on his desk,”  Upchurch added.

Wednesday was excruciating for Upchurch, and it was a dark day for the
City of Russellville, which lost one of its favorite sons. 

If you randomly select a building in Russellville, chances are Cecil
Batchelor owned it or at least owned it some time in the past. But he never
strayed from his humble roots that saw him grow his first business,
Dependable True Value and Service Center, into a thriving success.
Batchelor treated people like each was special, and the stream of tributes to
him on social media reflect his servant’s heart: “He went out of his way to
speak to me.” “He was kind and caring to everyone.” “Such a wonderful
leader in our church.” “A good person who cared about all his employees.” 

He was a veteran of the United States Navy who served during World War
II. When Batchelor was stationed in Virginia, he befriended a German pris-
oner of war he had been ordered to supervise. 20 years later, Batchelor
helped his friend’s family move from England to Russellville. He was a 72-
year member of the Russellville Civitan and former president of the Franklin
County Chamber of Commerce. Batchelor served as president of the Grand
Lodge of Alabama, an organization he was part of for more than 74 years.

He’s a multiple honoree of the Russellville Outstanding Citizen of the Year,
as well as Franklin County Citizen of the Year and a recipient of the Franklin
County Hall of Fame Award.

Last year, Batchelor was inducted into the Alabama Business Hall of Fame.
In addition to decades of work building CB&S Bank, Batchelor founded First
Federal Savings & Loans in Haleyville, which merged with another entity and
is now known as Pinnacle Bank.

Under his leadership, CB&S Bank’s growth was meteoric. During his tenure
on the CB&S Board, the bank grew from a $5 million local bank to a $2 bil-
lion regional bank with more than 50 locations across three states. 

And behind the scenes, Batchelor’s spirit of service also shined. He led
fund-raising campaigns for hospitals and other health-related causes. And he
loved helping people. Russellville Mayor David Grissom reflected on how
Batchelor impacted Grissom’s life at the young age of nine.

“My relationship with Mr. Batchelor started at age nine when I was first diag-
nosed with diabetes. He helped me gain access to the best healthcare
through his relationship with Dr. Boshell at the Diabetes Hospital at UAB,”
Grissom said. 

“Mr. Batchelor’s dedication and service involvement throughout our city
was unparalleled. He served our community in so many ways and his busi-
ness success can be attributed to his continued desire to make things better
for others,” he added.

Batchelor possessed the lost art of being a good listener—something
Upchurch will always remember.

“Cecil and I met every morning and most everyday had lunch together.
Even when issues would arise and I would seek his advice, he would always
ask me my thoughts first,” Upchurch said. “I soon learned to be prepared and
have solid reasoning for that plan.

“Not only was he very insightful, but he was a visionary. I have never known
anyone who worked harder than he did. He was the guiding inspiration that
drove our bank to success. And he was a people person,” he added.

Russellville attorney Danny McDowell has represented CB&S Bank for
decades. More important than his client-attorney relationship, though, was
his friendship with Batchelor.

“He influenced and helped shape me and many others who were fortunate
enough to have him as a friend and role model,” McDowell said. “His success
is evidence of his ability and work ethic yet he remained humble and unas-
suming in his day-to-day contacts and dealings with everyone.

“He will remain a part of Russellville for many years to come and will be
missed by family and friends throughout the state. He may have been small
in stature, but he was a giant of a man,” McDowell added.

It was five years ago when Batchelor stepped down as CB&S’ Chairman of
the Board, handing the reins over to his son Greg. At a ceremony honoring
Batchelor’s service to the bank, Greg spoke about how special it was to work
together with his father.

“It’s been a major blessing. Not only is it a blessing, it’s also fun to be able
to work alongside your father. You can’t put a value on what that’s worth,”
Batchelor said. “Growing up in  our house as a youngster all the way to today,
it’s been a constant learning experience. We never get too old to learn from
our parents.”

And the lessons taught by Cecil Batchelor will live on for many years to
come, not only in his family, in his community as well.



Visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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‘RALLY,’ from page 1
I’m thrilled to be back in your wonderful state we won by a record number.

We did have a rigged election. Now you see what’s going on in Afghanistan.
With your help we will elect our friend Mo Brooks to the United States Senate
and we’re going to fire Nancy Pelosi, Chuck Schumer and we’ll make
America great again.”

—Keeping Your Audience’s Attention: “When I was President we had ener-
gy independence. We didn’t need the Middle East. Soon, gas will be more
than $5 a gallon, even here.”

—Adding Unpredictable Elements: “You know what WOKE (the Woke
Movement) means? It means you’re a loser. Everything WOKE turns to s**t.”

—Making Your Audience Smile: “Our relationship (between Trump and
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un) was rocky at first. He said ‘I have a red
button on my desk.’ I said I have a much bigger red button on my desk and
it works.”

—Tell a Great Story: “We rebuilt our military stronger and better than ever
before. Now we see it dissipated and our military equipment being given to
the enemy.

“It’s the greatest humiliation I’ve ever witnessed. (President Joe) Biden
botched the exit in Afghanistan. It’s the most embarrassing military catastro-
phe I’ve ever seen.”

—Give Them Powerful Statistics: “We handed over to Biden the most
secure border ever. He turned it into the greatest border disaster in our his-
tory. I achieved 90 percent reduction in illegal border crossings. Under the
Trump administration, our message was clear: If you enter our country ille-
gally, you will be caught, you will be detained and you will be sent home.”

Russellville resident Matt Fuller was among the thousands who waited
more than two hours to get through the security checkpoint. After the rally
was over, Fuller said the experience was more than worth the wait.

“I’ve seen his rallies on TV and I wanted to see the man in person to see if
he’s really like he is on television,” Fuller said. 

“It was absolutely unbelievable. He’s a good one and it far exceeded my
expectations.

“He’s not a career politician. He ran one time and won. He’s a working
man’s president, not a career guy with 50 years on his resume who hasn’t
done anything,” Fuller added.

Fuller said he met people from Louisiana, New York, West Virginia, Texas
and other states, noting Trump’s popularity across the country.

“There was literally a sea of people there so he must be doing something
right,” Fuller said. “I met a lot of really cool people there. We didn’t agree on
everything, but we 

Trump’s speech capped a parade of speakers that included Rep. Andrew
Sorrell (R-Muscle Shoals), who served as the chairman of the Alabama
Trump Delegation at the 2020 Republican National Convention. Sorrell is
vacating his seat in the Alabama Legislature to run for State Auditor in 2022.

Sorrell tapped into the running theme of the day—that the 2020 election
was stolen from Donald Trump.

“If only legal votes had been counted in 2020, Donald J. Trump would still
be President,” Sorrell said.

The program began with 101-year-old World War II veteran Roy Drinkard
leading the crowd in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Drinkard, a successful Cullman businessman, is a Marine Corps veteran
and owner/founder of Drinkard Development, a commercial property compa-
ny in Cullman.

Alabama Republican Party Chairman John Wahl spoke first. Republicans
also held their annual summer meeting over the weekend in Cullman. Trump
said his visit to Alabama helped Republicans raise more than $1.2 million in
contributions over the weekend.

My Pillow, Inc., CEO Mike Lindell used his time on the podium to rip Fox
News for what he labeled insufficient coverage of 2020 election rigging and
voter fraud.

“Shame on you Fox. Fox does
not talk about it. They turned on
us. The way we’re going to win
is to get our voices out there,”
Lindell said.

Lindell also offered to employ
any Fox on-air personality who
might get fired for what he
described as ‘speaking out’ on
the truth of the 2020 election.

“If you don’t start talking about
2020, there won’t be any 2024,”
Lindell said.

U.S. Rep. Robert Aderholt (R-
Haleyville), talked about how
Trump advocated for the values
and beliefs important to
Alabamians.

“Donald Trump defended our
beliefs. He worked for them. He
fought for them. Now, our nation
has gone adrift,” Aderholt said.
“(Nancy) Pelosi, (Chuck)
Schumer and Biden don’t want
to make America great again.
They want to make us like
Venezuela or Cuba.”

Alabama Lieutenant Governor Will Ainsworth delivered the most scathing
remarks about President Biden, including a call for impeachment.

“I can assure you if a football coach performed as poorly as Joe Biden, he
would already be fired. It’s time for Joe Biden to be impeached,” Ainsworth
said to a standing ovation.

U.S. Rep. Mo Brooks (R-Huntsville), who Trump twice supported during his
speech, was the last speaker to precede the President. Brooks delivered a
lengthy speech  that devolved into an angry crowd chanting Mo Must Go and
We Want Trump.

It was Brooks’ recommendation to ‘put that behind you,’ when he refer-
enced the 2020 election, that agitated much of the crowd.

As the crowd grew more boisterous, Brooks backtracked, saying “Alright,
look back at it, but go forward and take advantage of it.”

Brooks, who’s running for Sen. Richard Shelby’s seat in 2022, was called
to the stage near the end of Trump’s speech, reaffirming the former
President’s support of Brooks in next year’s Republican Primary.

Other speakers included radio host Todd Starnes, Sen. Garlan Gudger (R-
Cullman), Alabama Attorney General Steve Marshall and U.S. Sen. Tommy
Tuberville.

COURTESY PHOTO
Trumpʼs speech captivated an audience of
over 30,000 at his Saturday rally in Cullman.



Have a community event you’d like us to help you
promote? Give us a call at 256-332-0255, fax to 256-332-

7430 or email us at franklinfreepress@yahoo.com. 

Send your guest columns, recipes,
cartoon panels, letters to the editor and other creative

submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week,
don’t forget to visit us online at

www.franklinfreepress.net!
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County commission approves 
purchase of chest compression

units for all county fire departments
John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Franklin County Commission approved the purchase of 14 LUCAS 3
chest compression devices for each of the county’s fire departments.

Franklin County Emergency Management Agency Director Mary Hallman-
Glass said the $211,359.26 purchase comes from grant funding made avail-
able through CARES Act monies.

Additionally, the commission approved the purchase of a medical mobile
trailer from Midway Trailers at a cost of $108,800. This purchase also comes
from grant funds.

The trailer will initially be used to provide vaccinations for Franklin County
residents, but also can be used in the event of weather or other emergency
situations.

After a public hearing to consider vacating a portion of Hollow Drive, com-
missioners approved the request that was made by Tim Horton.

In other agenda items, the commission:
—approved the hiring of Lucas Shepherd as a non-certified property

appraiser in the Franklin County Revenue Commissioner’s Office.
—approved the retirement of Franklin County Solid Waste employee John

Burcham, and the temporary employment of John Burcham as a part-time
worker. Matt Miller was also approved as a temporary employee along with
Ricky Johnston.

—approved a three-year extension of the county’s hauling and disposal
contract with BFI. Either side has a 90-day cancellation right with notice.

—approved the transfer of Heath Boyles from corrections officer to dis-
patcher, and the part-time employment of Valerie Landers as corrections offi-
cer/dispatcher and the resignation of Shelley Hill from the same position.

—approved a 12-month extension of the contract for inmate medical serv-
ices with Southern Health Partners at a cost of $212,158.

—approved the FY 2022 Franklin County Transportation Plan, which uses
funds from the state’s gasoline tax for local projects. Projects approved by
the commission include resurfacing and restriping of CR-77 from Hwy. 48 to
AL 24, CR-59 from Gravel Hill Road to CR-22, Lost Creek Road from CR-49
to CR-84 and CR-124 from AL 24 to AL 24.

—extension of a 12-month agreement with Tatum Oil to provide fuel for the
county.

—approved the resignation of Roy Gober from the Franklin County 911
Board, and the appointment of Chris Hargett, Harlon Hutcheson, Andy
Devaney and Mary Glass.

—approved the resignation of Cindy Smith from the Franklin County
Department of Human Resources Board.

—approved the appointment of Rebecca Massey and Mary Mills to the
Northwest Regional Library Board.

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Work began Friday morning to repair College Road in Phil Campbell after
extensive water flow damaged a portion of the road Thursday afternoon.

Franklin County Engineer David Palmer said the sheer force of the water,
which flooded several feet over
a low lying area of College Road
north of Northwest-Shoals
Community College, broke the
entire asphalt surface down to
the old pea gravel 1970s base.

College Road was repaved
from Highway 43 south to Dan
Street earlier this year with a
micro-paving surface approxi-
mately .25 to .50 inches thick.
The microsurface did not come
off as a result of the flooding.
Instead, it remained intact.

“What came off was the entire
asphalt surfaces which repre-
sent at least two layers under-
neath the microsurface,” Palmer
said. “It broke all the way down
to the 1970s asphalt. The micro-
surface is still stuck to the two
layers of asphalt that did come
off.”

College Road saw a number of
improvements this year and last
year, including installation of
guardrails, safety groove pave-
ment on the shoulder as well as
restriping and resurfacing.

Franklin County Highway
Department crews were onsite Friday making repairs to portions of the
shoulder that were washed away yesterday on College Road.

The asphalt damage led to the road being closed north of NW-SCC.
College traffic was rerouted to Hwy. 237 in Phil Campbell. 

Palmer said the damage was not the result of any flaw or defect in the
microsurface. Instead, it was simply a ‘natural occurrence’ resulting from the
enormous amount of pressure from the rushing water.

“That water gets under there and and works its way into little crevices and
creates pressure. It’s a very wide surface that creates an enormous amount
of force and pieces of asphalt just float off,” Palmer said.

“What happened on College Road has nothing to do with the contract work
or any poor workmanship. That surface has been there 25-30 years or
longer. And now it’s back down to the old state road that was pea gravel,”
Palmer added.

Palmer said Highway Department workers will repair the asphalt next week,
weather permitting, and the road will soon be open to regular traffic once
again.

The microsurface is a very hard surface that has an extremely high friction
coefficient, Palmer explained. 

“It has cement in it. It’s really hard, like a thin layer of concrete and it didn’t
separate anywhere,” he said.

Repair of College Road 
underway after intense flooding

causes significant damage

COURTESY PHOTO
The flooding of College Road caused the
asphalt surface to be broken down to the
very base of the road.

PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with the Alabama Abandoned Motor Vehicle Act,

Alabama Code Sections 32-13-1 through 32-13-8, the following motor
vehicle will be sold for cash at 10:30 a.m., on September 22, 2021, at
M&N Wrecker & Service Center, 11833 Hwy. 43 South, Russellville, Al,
35653. Seller reserves the right to reject any bid and the right to bid. 

2014 Ford Escape
vin 1FMCU9GXXEUA60548

2017 Mitsubishi Lancer
vin JA32U2FU4HU004509

2007 Toyota Yaris
vin JTDBT923171021908



YARD SALES

Big Yard Sale. Saturday,
August 28. 7-4. 586
Briarleigh, turn off

Waterloo Road past high
school into Briarleigh

subdivision. Kids’ cloth-
ing, home décor, glass-
ware, lots of wonderful

items!

Yard Sale. Friday,

August 27. 8 a.m.-until.
Highway 43 South next

to Rancho.

Five-Family Street-wide
Yard Sale. Saturday,

August 28. 7 a.m.-until.
Spring Street in

Russellville.

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Temporary Yard Work
Needed. One or two-day
job. Please call 256-332-

4037.

HELP WANTED. Part-
time and Full-time

Kitchen Help needed.
Call 256-332-1007 or

256-668-2589.

Contractor looking for
workers for Diana’s
Workforce. $11/hour

manual labor and pack-
ing posts. Must be able
to lift 65-85 pounds and
work weekends. Please
call (256)-324-0222 for

more information.

FOR SALE

Cemetery plot for sale at
Franklin Memory

Gardens. Please call
256-668-7004.

Electric head tilt bed with
metal frame and twin

long mattress. $100 firm.
(216)-956-5658.

Authentic Michael Kors
purse and matching wal-
let, $120. Call 256-398-

0781.

Metal platform for use as
Queen bed frame. Brand
new. $110. Call 256-398-

0781.

Mainstay suede futon.
Great condition. $100.

Call 256-398-0781.

Trailer and house on
3.75 acres of land. 905
Railsplitter Road in Phil
Campbell. Call (574)-

214-6074 for more infor-
mation! (1)

Multiple items for sale!
Motorized Scooter chair

$500. Walker $5. Potty
Chair $5. Lift Chair $250.

Potty Chair $15. Toilet
Safety Rail $10. Hide-A-
Bed Couch $50. Corner

China Cabinet Solid
Wood $250. Brown/Gold

Rocker Recliner $50.
Vinyl Rocker Recliner

$50. Table With
Extension and Benches

$130.  Day Bed with
Trundle $150. All are
OBO! Call (256)-668-

5315 or (256)-810-0280
for more information! (2)

Two Women’s 26-inch
Bicycles For Sale. $50
each or both for $75.

Small Filing Cabinet For
Sale. $20. Stationary
Exercise Bicycle. $10.

Call 256-324-2407.

Hospital Bed for sale.
$100. Call 256-332-

7743.

I have two presidential
dollar collections uncir-

culated. A few old wheat
pennies. Call (256)-332-
4037 for more informa-

tion.

Rocks for sale. Creek
rock, field rock, good for
patios, housing and land-

scaping projects. Call
(256)-332-4037.

Yorkie puppy for sale.
Six months old male with
papers and all shots and

worming up to date.
$800 includes carrying
case. Please call 256-
332-1636 or 256-412-

4951.

Hot Wheels twin size
race car bed. Mattress
not included. $150.00.  

(256)-810-7275.f

Car for sale! 2000 Ford
Explorer XLT. 225,000

miles. Runs good.
$1,500 OBO. (256)-332-

4347,

Refrigerator for sale.
Works well and is in
good condition. $200

OBO. (256)-332-4347.

PETS

Four 
kittens and one mama

cat FREE to good home.
May take any or all.

Wormed & 
weaned. Litter box

trained. Call 
256-324-2407.

FOR RENT

One bedroom with yard
and patio.  For informa-

tion call 256-332-5081 or
256-627-1996.

Duplex One Bedroom
Apartment For Rent.
Yard, covered patio,
jacuzzi tub. Call 256-
332-5081 or 256-627-

1916.

Duplex Two Bedroom
Apartment For Rent.

Yard, covered patio. Call
256 –332-5081 or 256-

627-1916.

Franklin Free Press
Classified Rates

Yard Sale Rates: FREE,
Deadline Monday at
Noon; Real Estate-

Homes, acreage, lots for
sale or rent. $25 for six
consecutive weeks. Up

to 40 words per ad;
Vehicles, Boats, RVs,

Motorcycles for sale. $15
for six consecutive

weeks. Up to 25 words
per ad; Pets For Sale

only $10 for six consecu-
tive weeks. Up to 25

words  per ad; Free of
Charge: Lost & Found,
Giveaways, and Items
Under $100 (Private

Parties Only).15-word
limit; Commercial

Classified Rates: $25 for
Businesses, 15 words or
less for six weeks. Ads

exceeding word limit add
$10 per additional 15
words. The number in

parentheses represents
the number of times the

ad has appeared. Call us
at 256-332-0255 to

place, cancel or renew
your ad. Payment is

required in advance of
publication for ads.

ALASCAN

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SPONSOR AN
Exchange student! Enjoy
another culture from the

comfort of your own
home. Make a difference

in your community.
Change a student’s life!

1-678-745-8081.

SERVICES  

BEST SATELLITE TV
with 2 Year price

Guarantee! $59.99/mo.
with 190 Channels and 3

months free premium
movie channels! Free

next day installation! Call
1-855-943-1314.

PLACE STATEWIDE Ads
in over 100 Newspapers,
reaching over 1 million

readers each week!  Run
your ad in our Classified

Network for just $210
per week! Make one call
to this newspaper (par-
ticipating Alascan news-
paper) or call 1-800-264-

7043 to find out how
easy it is to advertise

statewide!

Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other
creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Check us out online at www.franklinfreepress.net!

PUBLIC NOTICE
RUSSELLVILLE HOUSING AUTHORITY SECTION 8 (HCV PROGRAM)

IS NOW ACCEPTING NAMES FOR A WAITING LIST.  COME IN THE
OFFICE MONDAY THRU THURSDAY 7:00 AM UNTIL 4:00PM TO DO A

PRE-APPLICATION. MESSAGES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.

73 FLIPPEN STREET
MONDAY- THURSDAY

AUGUST 11-AUGUST 25

WRECKER DRIVER NEEDED

Must apply in person at M&N Wrecker, 11833 Hwy. 43,
Russellville. NO PHONE CALLS. Must have valid 
driver’s license and be able to pass drug test and 

background check.
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Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

It didn’t take long for the Russellville Golden
Tigers to establish themselves as a force to be
reckoned with in the 2021 season.

Taking on the Red Raiders of Decatur in their
first matchup of 2021, Russellville was firing on all
cylinders coming off of a quarterfinal run in the
playoffs just one season ago.

Receiver T.J. King hauled in a 60-yard pass from
quarterback Gabe Amick to get Russellville on the
board quickly with just under ten minutes left in the
first quarter. 

It was a stark contrast in the way the Golden
Tigers had gone about their successful offensive
drives from just one season ago. 

Last year, the Golden Tigers relied heavily on a
run-first scheme with multiple backs to rely on.

And while the talent is certainly there for them to
repeat that strategy if needed with Conner
Warhurst and Arrieon “Boots” McCulloch leading
the charge, (and there’s no doubt they will do their
fair share of running the football), the development
in the passing game is just one more weapon for
the Golden Tigers hope to be able to utilize this
season. 

And of course it’s only one game and teams will
taper their expectations and gameplans to match
the Golden Tigers accordingly. 

But if game one was any indication of how good
the offense can be for head coach John Ritter and
his squad, there is the potential for the Russellville
offense to be scary good.

“Our guys put in a lot of work in the off-season.
Gabe had a lot of good throws and TJ made some

A golden start to the season

Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

Since Kevin Lacey took over the Tharptown foot-
ball program in 2016, the Wildcats have steadily
been on the upswing.

And after a 2020 season that saw the Wildcats
finish off their best season since 2014 as they fin-
ished with a record of 4-6, Lacey and his staff had
high hopes headed into this season.

With their 22-6 win over Shoals Christian on
Friday night, the Wildcats are starting off the sea-
son on the right foot as they look to embark in
search of a playoff berth for the first time in pro-
gram history.

For the Wildcats, the key that will get them to the
proverbial promised land, is the offense that pos-
sesses some quality playmakers.

And the main cog in the offense begins with
Blake Daily. Daily, a senior running back for the
Wildcats, who had a career game in his first game
of his senior campaign.

Daily rushed for 216 yards on 20 carries to go
along with three touchdowns on the night in the
win over the Flames.

And despite some early penalties and turnovers,
once the Wildcats (with a healthy mix of young
and veteran players) found their footing, things
started to turn a corner for Lacey and his squad.

“When we didn’t make mistakes, we did look
good.  We’ve got a lot of new guys making some
first game mistakes and we also had some of our
veteran guys that made some first game mistakes
as well which was uncharacteristic,” Lacey said.
“But I thought we played really well up front where
we’ve got three seniors and two sophomores

See ʻWILDCATS,  ̓page 14

See ʻGOLDEN,  ̓page 13

Wednesday

at 4 PM

Don’t forget to visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

Wildcats kickoff 
season with win for
fourth straight year

PHOTO BY CHRISTIAN MEDINA
Russellville amassed almost 300 yards of total offense in their 27-15 victory over Decatur last
Friday night. The Golden Tigers take on Deshler this Friday night at home.

With a potent offense and a stout defense leading the charge, the Golden Tigers got off on the
right foot to start the 2021 season in their 27-15 win over Decatur.
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‘GOLDEN,’ from page 11
plays. But you also had guys like Nathan Brockway and Nick McSpadden

who are seniors for us and they both did a lot of nice things for us in the pass-
ing game,” Ritter said. “We were 12-18 and two of the incompletions were
pass interferences. And that’s really where we want to be. Our offensive line
gave Gabe enough time to drop back and make some throws and our guys
to make some plays.”

Once the Golden Tigers claimed the first lead of the game, the Red Raiders
striked back with a touchdown of their own, following a safety earlier in the
game, to take a 9-7 lead to close out the first quarter.

Naturally, it didn’t take long for Russellville to reclaim the lead after
Warhurst cruised into the end zone from five yards out.

And while the offense wasted no time in finding their footing, the defense
was right behind them.

A blocked punt resulted
in a returned touchdown
to extend the Golden
Tiger lead in the second
quarter before the
defense forced another
turnover, this time via a
forced fumble, which set
up another scoring drive
for the offense as T.J.
King would snatch anoth-
er pass from Gabe Amick
out of the air and take it
to the house for his sec-
ond 60+ yard touchdown
of the game.

And for a Golden Tiger
defense that lost a
decent amount of talent
after last season, the only
questions surrounding
the defense, according to
Ritter, wasn’t about the
quality of talent the Golden Tigers have on that side of the football. Ritter
knew he had the talent there. But the only question was as to how quickly
the defense could step in and find their rhythm.

Safe to say that answer was found out relatively quick.
“I thought that our guys grew up really fast. And outside of about five plays,

we did a really good job on defense,” Ritter said. “They played extremely fast
and physical and that’s really been our goal every year.”

Coming into this season, after a historically good season on the defensive
side of things for the Golden Tigers in 2020, fans expectations for the Golden
Tiger defense were high, and understandably so.

And according to Ritter, the expectations that he has for his squad remain
unchanged year-by-year. And the Golden Tigers are keen on sticking to that
annual set of expectations. 

“Expectations should be the same as ours. And that’s to see a bunch of
guys flying to the football and playing great team defense with a lot of ener-
gy and a lot of passion,” Ritter said. “If we can do that week-in and week-out,
we’ll give ourselves a chance to be successful.” 

As the Golden Tigers begin their preparation for their much-anticipated
rivalry matchup against longtime rival Deshler after last year’s bout was can-
celled due to COVID-19, the primary focus for Ritter and his staff will be cen-
tered around one thing: development.

“The biggest thing is that I want to see our development from one week to
the next. Because the most growth a team makes is between that first and
second game of the season,” Ritter said. “I want to see how much we devel-
op and how much we limit the mistakes we made last week. And obviously
we’re going to make different mistakes but the goal is to not make the same
mistakes that we made the week before.” 

Against Decatur, Amick went 12-18 with 195 yards passing and two touch-
downs while King hauled in both of those touchdown passes while going for
152 yards receiving on just eight catches, good for an average reception of
19 yards per catch.

Nathan Brockway brought in two catches for 27 yards while Warhurst and
McCulloch shouldered the load for the running game for the Golden Tigers.

Warhurst finished his night with 13 rushes for 54 yards and one touchdown
while McCulloch finished with 16 carries for 35 yards.
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Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other creative
submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com. For updates on news and sports throughout the week, visit

www.franklinfreepress.net!

‘WILDCATS,’ from page 11

PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with the Alabama Abandoned Motor

Vehicle Act, Alabama Code Sections 32-13-1 through 32-
13-8, the following motor vehicle will be sold for cash at
10:30 a.m., on September 15, 2021, at M&N Wrecker &
Service Center, 11833 Hwy. 43 South, Russellville, Al,

35653. Seller reserves the right to reject any bid and the
right to bid. 

1996 Dodge Ram 1500
vin: 3B7HC13Y6TG133332

starting for us. In the first half we shot ourselves in the foot a little bit but we
were able to clean up some of our mistakes in the second half and put our-
selves in a position to score.”

Anytime you hold an opponent to single digits, regardless of the oppo-
nent, the feelings moving
forward about said
defense are on the rise.

For the Wildcats, out-
side of a handful of big
plays from the Flames,
they were able to force
turnovers and limit the
damage time after time.
Something that had
posed a problem for the
Wildcats in years past.

But with some adjust-
ments heading into the
final half of play,
Tharptown turned a cor-
ner and shut the Flames
down, holding them
scoreless the rest of the
way.

“Defensively we looked
really good.  Outside of
three big plays we held
our own.  Shoals
Christian has some ath-
letic receivers and their
quarterback could really
get the ball out quickly.
We tackled well and they weren’t able to really get anything going,” Lacey
said. “We made some matchup adjustments in the second half to get some
of our guys in some more comfortable situations and we did a much better
job in the second half cutting those big plays out.”

Tyler Amos led the way in putting pressure on the Flame quarterback as he
tallied two sacks in the victory while Adrian Banderas and Dawson Higgins
both had an interception on the night to lead the secondary.

As is a standard first game of the season, mistakes and turnovers will be

See ʻWILDCATS,  ̓page 15
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Last season, fans saw glimpses of what
a special talent King could be.  This sea-
son, King is starting off on the right foot
in making good on those glimpses of tal-
ent in the Golden Tigers first game of
the season. Hauling in eight catches for
152 yards receiving (19.0 yards per
reception) to go along with two touch-
downs, King showed why he will be a
force to be reckoned with this year in
Russellville’s 27-15 win over Decatur.

T.J. King
Junior, Wide Receiver

Russellville

aplenty.  And while the Wildcats had their fair share of both on the night,
once adjustments were made, the Wildcats were undoubtedly more comfort-
able and the results on the field reflected that level of comfort.

Getting more comfortable and limiting mistakes is something that Lacey
and his staff hope becomes a significant development in the coming weeks
with region play right around the corner.

“You’re going to make mistakes in the first game. That’s just typical.  But as
you get on into the year, you get more comfortable and that’s what we’re hop-
ing happens week to week,” Lacey said.  “Our quarterback Hunter Reynolds
holds all the potential in the world and he had some first game jitters but he
settled in and got more comfortable.  So we’re going to go over some stuff
this week to give him some more confidence and get him settled in that way
he can lead this offense.  So I think the coming weeks are going to be day-
light and dark for us in terms of mistakes and turnovers and things like that.”

The Wildcats will take on Phillips High School at Bear Creek this Friday
night at 7 p.m.
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