
Freewheeling fun. Chris Aerts of Friends of Highland Arts (top) assists Yohana 
Hailu, 4,  with a painting project at the Movie and Kids Bike Giveaway event at Sibley Manor 
Apartments on August 19. Meanwhile, Highland District Council board member Brad Reinboldt 
keeps Yamriam Yosef, 4, upright as he tried out his new set of wheels . Photos by brad stauffer

By Jane Mcclure

New zoning regulations that would 
make it easier for day shelters for 
homeless people to open in neighbor-

hoods across the city were recommended for 
approval on August 21 by the Saint Paul Plan-
ning Commission. 

City staff had recommended that the day 
shelters only be allowed within a quarter mile 
of an overnight shelter for homeless people. 
However, the Planning Commission eliminat-
ed that provision. Under the commission’s rec-
ommendations, homeless day shelters would 
be allowed in three different business districts 
and in small-scale industrial and industrial-
transition districts. 

Day shelters that are larger than 7,000 
square feet would need to apply for a con-
ditional use permit, which could come with 
more scrutiny and possibly operating condi-
tions. However, facilities that are smaller than 
5,000 square feet would not only be allowed in 
the above districts, but in smaller-scale busi-
ness districts, all of the Traditional Neighbor-
hood zones, and in business-converted zones 
like that found along Grand Avenue.

The Planning Commission has forwarded 
the proposed regulations to the City Council, 
which will hold a final public hearing and vote 
in September.

By casey ek 

Mariah Jacobsen was a junior at 
Cretin-Derham Hall when the 
Twin Towers came down in New 

York City due to the terrorist attacks on 
September 11, 2001. Like most Americans 
at the time, Jacobsen was rattled to her 
core. However, she knew something spe-
cific to her was off-kilter about the day’s 
events. 

“I couldn’t shake the feeling that I had 

lost somebody who was meaningful to 
me,” she said. 

Jacobsen, who was adopted, was haunt-
ed by that feeling until she turned 19. At 
that point, she obtained the legal right to 
learn the identities of her birth parents. In 
2004, her investigation revealed that her 
biological father was Tom Burnett Jr., who 
was one of the passengers responsible for 
thwarting the terrorists’ attempt to crash 
the plane they had hijacked somewhere in 
Washington, D.C. 

She got the news in a letter that was 
waiting for her when she arrived home 
from Chicago’s DePaul University for 

spring break during her freshman year. On 
her plane ride back to Minnesota, Jacobsen 
said she had a strange feeling that she was 
somehow connected to someone aboard 
the plane who died in the 9/11 attack and 
that the passenger’s identity might change 
her life’s trajectory.

She was right on both counts. After she  
opened the letter and read the name Tom 
Burnett Jr., she searched for more informa-
tion about him.

“I remember (thinking), ‘This is the first 
person in my life who really looks like me,’” 
Jacobsen said.

Burnett was aboard United Flight 93 and 

was among the passengers who banded to-
gether to attempt to retake the plane from 
four al-Qaeda terrorists. The subsequent 
struggle resulted in the plane crashing in a 
field in Stonycreek Township, Pennsylva-
nia, about 20 minutes of flight time from 
Washington, D.C. No one survived. 

“When I was 19, I struggled with what 
the discovery meant for me,” Jacobsen 
said. “After years of sitting with that feel-
ing and just trying to focus on what to 
do, I ultimately got really involved in my  
community.”

By Jane Mcclure

The Saint Paul City Council voted 4-3 
on August 18 to rezone the site of a 
one-story commercial building and 

parking lot at 695 Grand Ave. to Traditional 
Neighborhoods 3 (TN3), opening the way 
for the construction of a proposed five-story 
structure with 80 market-rate apartments.

Still in doubt are several zoning variances 
and a conditional use permit for the $32.5 
million project, including a variance to the 
East Grand Avenue Zoning Overlay District, 
which limits building heights in that area 
to three stories. The Saint Paul Planning 
Commission has approved the permit and 
variances. However, a neighborhood group 
filed an appeal asking the City Council to 
overturn that decision. The appeal will be 
heard by the council on September 15.

The mixed-use project has the support of 
the Summit Hill Association, but the Sum-
mit Hill neighborhood itself is sharply di-
vided. About 500 people have signed a peti-
tion against the project.

The City Council and Planning Commis-
sion received hundreds of comments on the 
rezoning, most in opposition. Opponents 
contend that the project is too large and that 
it violates the building height and footprint 
limits in the 15-year-old zoning overlay dis-
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trict. Supporters argue that the eastern end 
of Grand Avenue needs new housing and a 
boost to commercial activity.

The building as proposed by property 
owners the Kenefick family and Minne-
apolis-based developer Reuter Walton 
would have space on its ground floor for 
four businesses, including two of the three 
restaurants currently on the site. Emmett’s 
Public House and Saji-Ya plan to move into 
the new building. Dixies on Grand would 
not. The structure would have 31 parking 
spaces for patrons on the ground floor and 
68 parking spaces for apartment dwellers 
underground.

“I’m excited for new development along 
Grand, but I’ve never gotten a valid expla-
nation for why TN3 zoning is appropriate 
where a narrow one-way street connects to 
a street that is not a major transit corridor,” 
said Hillary Parsons.

Parsons lives on that one-way stretch of 
Saint Albans Street. She said she has wit-
nessed several car accidents at the corner 
and has nearly been struck three times 
while walking near the intersection. She 
called the parking garage exit onto Saint 
Albans “an extremely bad idea” and de-
scribed the five-story proposal as “a money 
grab for the developers.”

Summit Hill resident Ellen Brown ar-
gued in support of the project and zoning 
change, saying it will provide viable hous-
ing options for local homeowners wishing 
to downsize and still stay in the neigh-
borhood. Brown said the project will also 
bring in new residents “to keep a strug-

gling Grand Avenue commercially success-
ful” and provide a property tax boost for 
the city.

“The building design is well-suited to 
its proposed location,” Brown said, “with 
a brick facade, architectural details and a 
larger setback on the Grand Avenue side of 
the building. The developer has bent over 
backwards to address neighborhood con-
cerns, far more than I’ve ever seen in any 
other project.”

The City Council was similarly divided 
over the rezoning. Amy Brendmoen, Mitra 
Jalali, Dai Thao and Chris Tolbert voted in 
favor, and Rebecca Noecker, Jane Prince 
and Nelsie Yang voted against. Noecker, 
whose Ward 2 includes the project site, had 
called for rezoning the property to TN2. 
TN3 allows up to five stories, TN2 only 
three stories.

Peter Kenefick and Reuter Walton’s Ari 
Parritz and Nick Walton responded to 
the council decision in a joint statement: 
“We’re thrilled that the majority of the 
council supported rezoning 695 Grand to 
enable our project to move forward. We 
still have one more vote to go on the condi-
tional use permit and variances, but with 
the underlying TN3 zoning in place, we feel 
great about wrapping those up in Septem-
ber and breaking ground this winter.

“The unexpected lack of support from 
City Council member Noecker was chal-
lenging,” the development team contin-
ued. “It appeared to be inconsistent with 
the strong support of city staff, the Summit 
Hill Association and the Planning Commis-
sion. Nevertheless, we are grateful that the 
majority of the council found merit in the 

rezoning and in the future of this project. 
Grand Avenue is a jewel that benefits the 
entire city and metro area. We’re grateful 
to be able to contribute a small part to its 
next chapter.”

Noecker believes the proposed building 
is too large for the site. She pointed out that 
the nearest parcels that are zoned TN3 are 
a half mile or more away—at Selby Avenue 
and Dale Street and at Grand and Snelling 
avenues.

“The neighborhood opposition in this 
case painfully outweighs the neighbor-
hood support,” Prince said.

Other council members praised the proj-
ect. Thao cited the success of recent mixed-
use developments at Selby and Snelling av-

enues—the five-story Harper and Vintage 
on Selby.

“This is exactly the type of development 
that is good for a commercial corridor like 
Grand,” Jalali said.

“I believe TN3 zoning is appropriate for 
the site,” Tolbert said. “We need to grow as 
a city. We all want to have more housing.”

Council members on both sides of the 
debate praised Reuter Walton and the 
Keneficks for engaging the neighborhood 
in the planning process. Amid the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, the developers held on-
line meetings with neighbors and the SHA 
to describe the proposed redevelopment 
and alter their plans in response to neigh-
borhood concerns.

She quickly became close to Burnett’s 
widow, Deena, and two daughters, 
Madison and Anna, and believes she has 
grown closer to Burnett as well in the 
process.  

Jacobsen, who is now an attorney for 
a company headquartered in Burnsville, 
earned her law degree from William 
Mitchell (now Mitchell Hamline). She is 
a volunteer for the Children’s Law Center 
of Minnesota and for Northfield Montes-
sori, and serves on the board of the Laura 
Baker Services Association. She has three 
children and lives with her husband, Da-
vid, in Northfield. 

Channeling what she said was Bur-
nett’s 2001 willingness to act with “for-
titude and decisiveness,” Jacobsen also 
jumped at the opportunity to join the 
state’s 9/11 and Global War on Terrorism 
Remembrance Task Force, spearheaded 
by Minnesota’s Department of Veteran 
Affairs (MDVA). The task force is made 
up of veterans and civilians of varying 
backgrounds. 

Jacobsen is part of a speakers’ bureau 
on the task force. Members of the sub-
group make themselves available to 
speak at VFWs, libraries and schools. Ja-
cobsen has been part of roundtable dis-
cussions and has given many interviews 

about Burnett. 
The task force was formed under 

MDVA commissioner Larry Herke a year 
ago to preserve Minnesota’s collective 
memory of the 9/11 attacks. “Memories 
fade with time. Veterans and their fami-

lies will benefit from this 
opportunity to share their 
stories with future gen-
erations,” Herke said in a 
press release.

On Saturday, Septem-
ber 11, the MDVA and its 
task force will hold a cere-
mony at the state Capitol 
in honor of the 20th an-
niversary of the attacks. 
Jacobsen will serve as a 
keynote speaker.

Recent events in Af-
ghanistan have left peo-
ple around the world 
questioning whether 20 
years of war in the Middle 
East have been worth it. 
Jacobsen said she was 
“heartbroken” by recent 
scenes emerging from Af-
ghanistan, where a recent 
suicide bombing killed 13 
U.S. service members and 
many others. That is why 
she intends to offer a mes-

sage of hope at her address at the 20th 
anniversary memorial ceremony.

“Even in darkness there’s cause for 
hope,” Jacobsen said. “I think Tom’s 
quick thinking and decisiveness was a 
wonderful example of that.”

The 20th anniversary of the terrorist at-
tacks will be commemorated with a spe-
cial event on the state Capitol grounds 

on Saturday, September 11. Beginning at 7:30 
a.m., the 9/11 Day of Remembrance will include 
the reading of names of Minnesotans lost on 
9/11 and during the Global War on Terrorism. 
The reading will be interspersed with mo-
ments of silence and the tolling of local church 
bells corresponding to the times of the attacks.  

The commemorative ceremony will follow 
from 9-10:45 a.m. with an aircraft flyover, guest 
speakers, musical performances and military 
honors. Speakers will include Governor Tim 
Walz, retired Army General Joseph Votel, Min-
nesota Department of Veteran Affairs Commis-
sioner Larry Herke, Gold Star mother Jill Ste-
phenson and Mariah Jacobsen, the daughter of 
Flight 93 hero Tom Burnett Jr. 

From 10:45-2 p.m. there will be a screening 
of the documentary Resolute: MN Stories of 9/11 
& the War and a special Post-9/11 display. There 
will also be live music, food vendors, children’s 
activities, and veteran support and discussions 
groups. 

The commemorative event is free and open 
to the public. To learn more, visit minnesota-
veteran.org/911.

Memorial marks 20th 
anniversary of 9/11

Mariah Jacobsen at Cretin-Derham Hall, where she was a junior  
on September 11, 2001. The daughter of Flight 93 hero Tom Bur-
nett Jr., she will speak during the upcoming 9/11 Day of Remem-
brance event at the state Capitol.  PHoTo By BRaD STauFFeR

1b 20th anniversary of 9/11

1b 695 Grand ave.

A rendering of the northeast corner of the five-story building planned for 695 Grand Ave., with Saint 
albans Street in the foreground and the alley behind the building at right. 

coldwellbankerhomes.comHighland Park   1991 Ford Pkwy.  651-698-2481
Crocus Hill  821 Grand Ave.  651-227-9144
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3 Story Brick Home on Linwood Avenue!    
You’ll be impressed from the moment you enter the front 
door. Original hardwood flooring, built-in cabinetry, wain-
scoting, crown molding, and a newer kitchen can be found 
throughout this home. Head upstairs to find a spacious 
master suite with a private master bath with in-floor heat and 
incredible panoramic views. Ready to move in and enjoy!

KRISTA WOLTER 
612-247-5106

$995,000

www.LinwoodCharmer.com

mArveLouS miSSiSSiPPi!
Marvelous Mid-Century on Mississippi!  Beautifully 
preserved 4BR, 2BA across the street from Hidden 
Falls and walking distance to Highland Village. This 
versatile floor plan is great for any 
lifestyle. With access to hundreds 
of miles of trails you can walk, run 
or bike almost anywhere in the city.    
        TOm dISTAd
  612-432-4771 • $619,900

1007 jAmeSon
Beautifully updated 1.5 story home with 
TONS of updates and walking distance to 
Como Lake! This 2BR, 1 bath home has been 
totally updated throughout and 
shows off a rare open main 
floor. Too many updates to list 
here, call for more info today!

mIKE dISTAd 
612-275-1343 • $224,900

844 SAint PAuL Avenue, SAint PAuL
One story home in heart of Saint Paul Village! This 
3BR, 2BA home shows off large main floor layout 
w/rare family room off the back! Don’t miss the 
beautifully updated LL w/ 3/4 BA, 
large rec room & study! Walking 
distance to shops, restaurants, and 
even theater the Village has to offer!

mIKE dISTAd 
612-275-1343 • $339,900
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Under the Planning Commission’s rec-
ommendations, Freedom House—a day 
shelter for homeless people that has op-
erated at 296 W. Seventh St. since Janu-
ary—would be required to apply for a con-
ditional use permit. Molly Jalma, director 
of Freedom House and its sister shelter, 
Listening House, said, “we don’t see a con-
ditional use permit as a barrier for serving 
our guests. We can work within the pa-
rameters of the zoning change.”

Freedom House and Listening House 
each have between 16,000 and 17,000 
square feet. Listening House, which oper-
ates as an accessory to a church in Dayton’s 
Bluff, would not be affected by the new 
zoning regulations. However, its future 
could be determined by an upcoming city 
study of accessory uses by religious institu-
tions.

Saint Paul currently has no zoning regu-
lations governing facilities that are primar-
ily used as day shelters for the homeless. 
Freedom House was approved last No-
vember under an emergency ordinance to 
serve the many homeless people who were 
forced out into the streets when the public 
libraries and recreation centers where they 
had sought shelter during the day closed 
because of the pandemic. That emergency 
ordinance, however, was meant to be tem-
porary. 

The West Seventh/Fort Road Federa-
tion supports the proposed zoning regula-
tions. However, in a letter to the Planning 
Commission, it stated that local residents 
and business people overall do not think 
Freedom House is a good fit at its current 
location, considering its size and the high 
demand for its services.

Listening House and Freedom House 
each serve more than 100 guests per day 
on average. The Seven Corners area around 
Freedom House has been redeveloped over 

the past two decades as a dining and enter-
tainment district, and business owners in 
the area have complained that the behav-
ior of some Freedom House clients is driv-
ing customers away. 

West Seventh area residents and busi-
ness people have accused Freedom House 
clients of public intoxication, urination 
and defecation, vandalism, theft and lit-
tering. Advocates for the homeless have 
pushed back, saying homeless people need 
a place during the day where they can rest 
a while, get cleaned up, store their posses-
sions and get a bite to eat.

The Planning Commission reviewed 
dozens of public comments on the pro-
posed zoning regulations prior to its vote. 
It also reviewed Saint Paul Police Depart-
ment data regarding incidents around 
Freedom House. 

The Police Department data show a 36 
percent increase in Part 1 (more serious) 
crimes near Freedom House in the first 
five months of 2021 compared to the same 
period in 2020, and a 78 percent increase 
in so-called quality of life crimes. When 
compared to the average crime rates in the 
first five months of the years between 2016 
and 2020, the police reported a 23 percent 
increase in Part 1 crimes and a 99 percent 
increase in quality of life crimes in 2021. 

“Freedom House opened in January 
2021, and despite being a very limited pe-
riod of time, the uptick in crime nearby 
possibly suggests a correlation,” a city staff 
report stated.

Crime was up 3.8 percent throughout 
the city in the first five months of 2021. 
Other factors that could have contributed 
to the increase in crime reports around 
Freedom House this year include an in-
crease in police foot patrols in the area and 
the presence of fewer people on the street 
to discourage crime since the shutdown of 
Xcel Energy Center during the pandemic.

1b homeless day shelters

By Jane Mcclure

A decision on how open space on pri-
vate property at the Highland Bridge 
development is regulated is now in 

the hands of the City Council. The Saint Paul 
Planning Commission on August 20 voted 
12-3 to recommend changes to the regula-
tions as they are spelled out in the master 
plan for the 122-acre site of the former Ford 
Motor Company assembly plant property.

The changes are intended to simplify 
and clarify the regulations, but they have 
sparked controversy in the surrounding 
Highland Park neighborhood. The Plan-
ning Commission’s Comprehensive and 
Neighborhood Planning Committee had to 
wade through more than 40 pages of pub-
lic comments from 64 parties.

The regulations regarding the minimum 
requirements for open space on private 
lots are intended to allay concerns about 
buildings creating a canyon-like effect on 
the streets in between. Under the current 
requirements, a minimum of 25 percent of 
a building’s lot must be open space. Open 
space is defined as ground-level court-
yards, patios, walkways and gardens as 
well as balconies, rooftop decks and green 
roofs.

Those provisions would not change with 
the proposed amendments. However, city 
staff have proposed eliminating the term 
“open space” in the master plan as it per-
tains to buildings on private lots. Accord-
ing to city  staff, there are other regulations 
in the master plan that govern open space 
lot coverage, including rules that deal with 
building lot coverage, building footprints, 

building setbacks, floor area ratios, land-
scaping and stormwater management.

“What we’re trying to do is remove a 
problematic definition,” said city planner 
Menaka Mohan, who recently stepped 
down as the lead planner on the Highland 
Bridge project.

The Comprehensive and Neighborhood 
Planning Committee debated at length the 
provisions in the master plan regarding 
green roofs and how they affect the open 
space requirements, according to planning 
commissioner Rich Holst. Having a green 
roof can provide a building with a lot cov-
erage bonus of up to 10 percent. Instead 
of 75 percent, a building’s footprint could 
cover up to 85 percent of its lot. The High-
land District Council has asked the Plan-
ning Commission to reduce the lot cover-
age bonus to a maximum of 5 percent.

A green roof is defined as an area on top 
of a building that is open to the sky and 
surfaced with soil and living plant mate-
rials for the purpose of retaining rainwa-
ter and absorbing heat from the sun. The 
substrate and planted material must be at 
least two inches deep. To be considered for 
the bonus, the green roof must also face a 
city park, a civic area or a public right-of-
way.

Planning Commission chair Luis Rangel 
Morales cast one of the three votes against 
the changes, citing his concerns about 
green roofs and how they factor into the 
open space requirements.

“Is it better to have undeveloped open 
space on the ground or green roof space 
that is only accessible to people in a build-
ing?” he asked.

Commission recommends changes 
to Ford site open space provisions
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By Jane Mcclure

Redevelopment of the old Midway 
Center property took two steps for-
ward on August 25 with the Saint 

Paul City Council’s approval of an expand-
ed tax increment financing (TIF) district 
and its order that the shopping center’s 
fire-damaged east wing be razed and re-
moved within 15 days.

Shops at Midway Center were looted 
and set on fire in late May 2020 in the un-
rest that followed the murder of George 
Floyd. A burned-out building that housed 
Big Top Liquors was torn down in August. 

The new TIF district makes about $209 
million available for redevelopment of 
the so-called superblock around the Ma-
jor League Soccer stadium at Snelling and 
Concordia avenues. It replaces an ear-
lier TIF agreement that made $112 million 
available.

Council members Dai Thao, Chris Tol-
bert, Rebecca Noecker, Mitra Jalali, Amy 
Brendmoen and Nelsie Yang voted for the 
new TIF agreement. Jane Prince voted 
against it.

Local residents and business people have 
clamored for redevelopment of Midway 
Center since an ambitious master plan was 
unveiled in 2016. Minnesota United’s Alli-
anz Field opened in 2019.

The TIF agreement indicates that rede-
velopment is to begin in late 2021 or early 
2022 and be completed by the end of 2031 

with an expected market value of approxi-
mately $514.2 million.

TIF subsidizes development by diverting 
a portion of the increased property taxes 
that come from that development. The 
August 25 TIF agreement does not name a 
particular developer. However, the city has 
a demolition and development agreement 
with shopping center owner RK Midway 
and Snelling Midway Redevelopment LLC, 
which is a partnership between the shop-
ping center owner and lead Minnesota 
United owner Bill McGuire.

The new Snelling-Midway “redevelop-
ment” TIF district replaces the “renewal 
and removal” TIF district approved by the 
council in November 2020. The original 
district was established to preserve the 
TIF option while a redevelopment district 
was explored. Melanie McMahon, who 
leads major development projects for the 
city, said the TIF change expands the city’s 
ability to pool money for new affordable 
housing. The Snelling-Midway TIF district 
would allow excess funds to be spent on af-
fordable housing citywide. 

Council members who supported the 
new TIF district said it provides options for 
project financing while awaiting specific 
plans to come forward. McMahon pointed 
out that the City Council and Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority (HRA) Board 
would need to take additional action for 
any TIF funding to be awarded to any de-
veloper or project on the site.

Prince said she does not believe the $94 
million TIF expansion was brought for-

By Jane Mcclure

It was not easy, but the Saint Paul City 
Council allocated nearly $3.5 million 
in federal American Rescue Plan Act 

(ARPA) funds on August 25. The money 
will be used to support a law enforcement 
career academy, restore city staff positions 
in several departments, and repair the de-
teriorating RiverCentre parking ramp.

Council members and Mayor Melvin 
Carter have tussled for months over the 
spending of $166 million in pandemic-re-
lated relief money. Carter’s administration 
has brought forward a few proposals at a 
time, while council members want a more 
comprehensive approach to using the  
federal funds.

In July, the council had approved spend-
ing $5.1 million in ARPA money on in-
creased public safety measures, criminal 
court prosecutions, and street and cross-
walk striping. According to city finance 
director John McCarthy, all of the ARPA 
funds have to be used by the end of 2024.

The council was to vote on the most re-
cent allocations as a package on August 
18, but laid over the matter so individual 
items could be voted on one at a time.

While council members unanimously 
supported $1.55 million for technology im-
provements to the council chambers and 
to bring back jobs in parks and recreation, 
libraries, and safety and inspections, they 
raised questions about restoring staff with 
funds that are not ongoing. Council mem-
ber Jane Prince called it “kicking the can 
down the road.”

The council voted to reject the notion of 
contributing $50,000 to a Ramsey County 
gift card incentive program for COVID-19 
vaccines, noting that other such programs 
already exist. 

It did agree on a 5-2 vote, with Mitra 

Jalali and Nelsie Yang against, to spend 
$181,000 in ARPA funds on the law en-
forcement academy, which was supported 
in the past by philanthropic efforts. The 
academy is a career training program for 
young people interested in law enforce-
ment careers, with a focus on assisting  
minority candidates.

Jalali, a frequent critic of law enforce-
ment spending, said only eight people 
from past academy classes have joined 
the Saint Paul Police Department. Other 
council members noted that the city did 
not offer a second police academy for of-
ficer candidates last year, as one of many 
pandemic-related budget cuts. With no 
academy, officers could not be hired.

The council voted unanimously to allo-
cate $25,000 to start setting up an Office of 
Neighborhood Safety. The office is seen as 
providing an alternative approach to how 
some police calls are now handled. It will 
be fully funded in the 2022 budget.

The council also gave unanimous ap-
proval to earmarking $1.7 million for re-
pairing the deteriorated Saint Paul River-
Centre parking ramp. McCarthy said the 
repairs are needed so that the ramp can 
stay open this winter.

Council president Amy Brendmoen, cit-
ing the many studies of the parking ramp, 
questioned an approach she compared to 
using a staple gun and chicken wire for 
repairs. She and other council members 
expressed reluctance to a repair alloca-
tion, rather than addressing the long-term 
problem.

RiverCentre and Department of Plan-
ning and Economic Development staff 
said repairs have been delayed this year. 
Not being able to use even parts of the 
parking ramp affects RiverCentre opera-
tions because the center gets revenue from 
parking fees.

Saint Paul allocates $3.5M in rescue funds
Midway tif diStrict  c5

City Council sets aside $209M in TIF 
for Midway Center redevelopment
Financing is there if right 
project presents itself

We Recommend Books.
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By Jane Mcclure

The Saint Paul City Council voted 6-1 
on August 18 to eliminate the need 
for new real estate developments in 

the city to provide a minimum number of 
off-street parking spaces.  Proponents con-
tend the decision will enable developers 
to put more of their money into creating 
housing instead of parking, which can cost 
around $5,000 per space. Opponents ar-
gue it will just force more motorists to park 
on city streets.

The change, which will take effect this 
fall, is supported in the city’s 2040 com-
prehensive and climate action plans. De-
velopers may still provide off-street park-
ing if they wish. Those who do not will 
have to provide the city with travel de-
mand management plans that could in-
clude encouraging the use of public tran-
sit and increasing bicycle parking, among 
other measures.

Off-street parking has long been tied 

to the size and type of new development 
and the underlying zoning. Downtown 
Saint Paul and neighborhoods along the 
light-rail Green Line do not have off-street 
parking minimums. In other neighbor-
hoods, developers who wanted to provide 
less parking than required had to seek  
variances.

The Planning Commission in June rec-
ommended eliminating off-street park-
ing minimums. City Council member Jane 
Prince, who cast the sole “no” vote on Au-
gust 18, wanted to see the minimums re-
duced with a review in a few years to see if 
total elimination was warranted.

“Before we start talking about the magic 
of getting people out of cars and into tran-
sit we need to look at the inequitable (tran-
sit) service in this city,” said Prince, adding 
her East Side ward lacks the transit options 
found in other parts of Saint Paul. 

Other council members see eliminat-
ing off-street parking minimums as good 
for future development. Council member 

Chris Tolbert said it will help small busi-
nesses as well as housing developers. 

“This doesn’t prohibit parking from be-
ing built,” Tolbert said, adding that some 
developers will want off-street parking. 
“The free market does offer protections,” 
he said.

Council member Rebecca Noecker called 
the measure “smart and forward-thinking. 
It’s good for the environment. It’s good for 
small businesses.”

Council member Mitra Jalali also spoke 
in favor of the change, noting that 31 per-
cent of carbon emissions in Saint Paul are 
tied to motor vehicles.

The council received dozens of public 
comments, most in favor of eliminating 
the off-street parking minimums. 

“Forcing every new construction to have 
a minimum amount of parking is detri-
mental to the growth of the city,” said Wes 
Burdine, owner of the Black Hart of Saint 
Paul bar on University Avenue. “More im-
portantly, it betrays the absolutely urgent 

need to combat climate change.”
Merriam Park residents Benjamin Quam 

and Jane Reynolds also spoke for elimina-
tion, saying off-street parking minimums 
“create useless bloat that makes it harder 
to build new housing. They make our cities 
built for cars instead of people.”

Opponents said that parking congestion 
will become worse in some areas. “What 
eliminating parking will do is what it has 
always done,” said longtime Pinehurst Av-
enue resident Kevin Menke, who recently 
moved to Stillwater. “(It will) push the 
parking demand to nearby streets.”

With the council’s vote, other changes 
also are expected. The city’s Department 
of Safety and Inspections anticipates addi-
tional staff time in working with develop-
ers on travel demand management plans.

Moving more parking onto city streets 
also is expected to create issues for the De-
partment of Public Works, which is already 
looking at how it will change street main-
tenance and snow plowing.

By Jane Mcclure

Construction of a $100 million STEAM 
(science, technology, engineering, 
arts and mathematics) building at 

the University of Saint Thomas is on track 
to begin next spring. However, based on 
the Saint Paul Heritage Preservation Com-
mission’s debate and 4-2 vote on the build-
ing plans on August 23, not everyone is 
thrilled to see yet another College Gothic-
style building on campus.

HPC commissioners Barbara Bezat and 
Stuart MacDonald voted against the plans 
for the 130,000-square-foot, four-story 
building at 2260 Summit Ave., just west of 
the school’s Frey Science and Engineering 
Center. The design will complement other 
campus buildings on Summit, but they said 
a project with such cutting-edge academic 
programs deserves bolder architecture.

“My concern is that we have forward-
looking programs wrapped in a mild Col-
lege Gothic-style design,” MacDonald said.

“This is just another stretch of Kasota 
stone,” Bezat said. “It’s like putting togeth-
er a Lego structure by moving gables and 
windows around.”

Commissioner David Wagner called the 
proposed structure “an overly safe design,” 
but still joined Leeta Douglas, Paul Nelson 
and Teresa Kimker in voting for the plans. 
The HPC’s decision is final unless it is ap-
pealed to the City Council in 10 days.

Commission chair Kimker said issues 
with the design should have been brought 
up at a June pre-application meeting. “Our 
purview is not to design the building we 
think should be there,” he said. The HPC 
reviewed the plans to ensure they meet 
guidelines for new construction in the 
Summit Avenue West Historic District. 

The Macalester-Groveland Community 
Council and West Summit Neighborhood 
Advisory Committee supported the build-

ing plans. The HPC received no other com-
ments for or against the application, and 
no members of the public spoke at the  
August 23 hearing.

The STEAM building will be 75 feet tall 
and 245 feet wide. It will be sided with Ka-
sota stone and have a slate roof. Construc-
tion is to start next spring if fundraising 
goes as planned, and the building is ex-
pected to be ready for occupancy by spring 
semester 2024.

Greg Fenton of BWBR Architects and 
UST vice president for facilities manage-
ment Jim Brummer presented the plans. 
Fenton called the new building a signature 
project for the campus. Brummer said it 
will provide a state-of-the-art learning fa-

cility that will help attract students.
HPC staff recommended approval of the 

building plans, noting that the structure 
will fit into the rest of the campus. The 
project does not require any variances.

The building will be located on a 4-acre 
site that includes a parking lot and the for-
mer 127-year-old Loras Hall, which was 
torn down in February. The HPC denied a 
demolition permit last year for Loras Hall, 
but the City Council reversed that decision.

Commissioners asked about ways the 
history of the former dormitory could be 
preserved in the new structure. The uni-
versity saved parts of the old building for 
potential reuse in the new one.

Bezat raised the idea of using space in 
the new STEAM building to commemorate 
Saint Paul Seminary graduate the Rever-
end Stephen Theobald. Born in British Gui-
ana (now Guyana), Theobald earned a law 
degree and worked as a journalist at the 
Montreal Star. At age 31, he began five years 
of study toward ordination at the urging of 
then-Archbishop John Ireland.

Ordained in June 1910, Theobald was one 
of only a few Black Catholic priests in the 
United States at the time. He served Saint 
Peter Claver Catholic Church in Saint Paul 
for 22 years. A parish history indicates that 
Theobald traveled the nation championing 
the cause of civil rights. He died in 1932.

HPC supports plans for STEAM building at Saint Thomas

ward in a transparent manner. She also 
noted the potential loss in property taxes 
to Ramsey County, the city of Saint Paul 
and the Saint Paul Public Schools. Over its 
26 years, the TIF district would deprive the 
county of $65.9 million, the city of $67.9 
million, and the school district of $54.9 

million in property tax revenue.
Prince also questioned the redevelop-

ment plan, which calls for 1 million square 
feet of office space, 421,100 square feet of 
retail space, 400 hotel rooms, 620 housing 
units and 4,500 structured parking spaces. 
She thought it ironic that the plan would 
include so much off-street parking right af-
ter the city abolished its minimum parking 

requirements. “The only thing I feel good 
about is that we’re building affordable 
housing,” she said.

According to Prince, a market study is 
needed to determine the feasibility of vari-
ous developments on the Midway site, es-
pecially given the economic changes in the 
wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Deputy Mayor Jamie Tincher pushed 

back at Prince’s comments. Noecker said 
she shares Prince’s concerns, but believes 
there is still time to study the TIF district 
and redevelopment plans and review those 
plans with the community.

Redevelopment TIF districts are more 
desirable for developers because they can 
be in place for up to 26 years. The renewal 
and removal district had a 16-year life span.

4b midway tif district

Council eliminates off-street parking minimums for new developments

A concept drawing of the University of Saint Thomas’ proposed STEAM building on Summit Avenue.

Some members hoped 
for much bolder design

Grand Avenue Office
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SuMMit AvE Condo!
602 Summit #3: Beautifully 
3rd floor condo with character 
and style. Hardwood floors, 
lovely kitchen and bath, AC, in- 
unit laundry and parking.

651 324-7256        $180,000 
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94 Crocus: Museum qual-
i ty woodwork and glass, 
combined with spectacular 
renovated spaces, wine cel-
lar, sauna, wraparound porch, 
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kitchen, wall of S facing win-
dows, high end finishes, 3 gar, 
5 bath.
612 751-0729    $1,595,000  
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For more information visit 
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Ramsey County eyes 3.2% 
increase in spending in 2022

The Ramsey County Board will 
hold a public hearing on the biennial 
budget for 2022-2023 at 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, September 14. The board is 
scheduled to set its maximum prop-
erty tax levy for 2022 on September 
21. After that date, the levy can be de-
creased but not increased.

Ramsey County has held its prop-
erty tax levy flat during the pandemic 
year of 2021. In 2022, it is poised to 
increase spending by 3.2 percent and 
its property tax levy by 1.55 percent 
in support of a total budget of $772.8 
million.

Last year the county initially ap-
proved a budget of $763.1 million for 
2021, but it reduced that to $747.5 
million. For 2022, the county is plan-
ning to raise the property tax levy 
from $326 million to $331 million to 
bring the budget closer to where it 
would have been without last year’s 
decrease. “Much has changed in the 
past two years,” said Ramsey County 
manager Ryan O’Connor. “But we as 
an organization have not wavered 
from the direction we’ve been on.”

The county’s proposed 2023 bud-
get includes a property tax levy in-
crease of 4.54 percent in support of a 
budget of $781.9 million—a 1.9 per-
cent increase in spending over 2022.

The 2022 and 2023 budgets include 
about $20.2 million each in federal 
American Rescue Plan funds that 
were provided to local units of gov-
ernment to ease the burdens of the 
pandemic. The federal funds have 
been allocated to help the county 
maintain services without additional 
property tax increases, according to 
O’Connor. Examples of that include 
financial aid programs, housing cost 
assistance, continued criminal justice 
reforms and information technology 
improvements.

Of the county’s general government 
budget in 2022, about 42.8 percent, 
or $331 million, would be covered 
by property taxes. Federal, state and 
other intergovernmental revenues 
would cover 29.1 percent, or $225.2 
million. Fees and other charges for 
services would pay for 19.9 percent, 

or $153.8 million. The remaining rev-
enue would come from other sources. 
However, the county is not planning 
to rely on any reserve funds in 2022.

The county will continue chang-
ing the way it does business through 
its year-old Transforming Systems 
Together initiative. Everything the 
county does is being viewed now 
through a lens of racial equity, to ad-
dress a wide range of disparities faced 
by communities of color, O’Connor 
said. The goal is to make sure every-
one who needs county services has 
access to them, he added. 

The county’s regional rail levy for 
2022 is proposed at $29.6 million, a 
7.4 percent increase over 2021. For 
2023, the rail levy would increase an-
other 3.1 percent to $30.5 million.

The county’s Housing and Rede-
velopment Authority (HRA) is plan-
ning to impose a property tax levy for 
the first time in 2022, at $11.1 million, 
to help pay for affordable housing 
programs. The county’s HRA levy is 
scheduled to remain at that amount 
in the proposed budget for 2023.

For more information on the coun-
ty’s budget for 2022-2023, consult 
the budget documents posted online 
at ramseycounty.us/budget.

Port Authority wants new 
digital billboards downtown

The long-running debate over bill-
boards in downtown Saint Paul is 
heating up again with a proposal to 
install two large digital displays on 
the exterior of Treasure Island Center. 
A request to change the city’s zoning 
code to allow the signs on Treasure 
Island Center—and at CHS Field as 
well—was recommended for approv-
al by the CapitolRiver Council on a 7-5 
vote in August.

Under the city’s zoning code, digi-
tal displays are only allowed at sports 
arenas in Saint Paul that seat 10,000 
or more people. The proposed zoning 
change would lower that threshold 
to 1,000 seats. The change would be 
limited to arenas in the downtown 
business district.

Located on the site of the former 
Dayton’s and later Macy’s depart-
ment store, Treasure Island Center 

has been redeveloped with office and 
retail uses and an ice rink that is used 
by Hamline University, various youth 
programs and the Minnesota Wild for 
practices.

Treasure Island Center was devel-
oped by the Saint Paul Port Authority, 
which initiated the proposed zon-
ing change. It has the support of the 
Downtown Alliance and the Saint 
Paul Area Chamber of Commerce, 
but is opposed by the anti-billboard 
group Scenic Saint Paul.

City begins six-week redo of 
Griggs-Scheffer street work

Work to correct last year’s work 
on the Griggs-Scheffer street recon-
struction project in Highland Park 
is now in full swing. Local residents 
met twice in August with representa-
tives of the Saint Paul Department of 
Public Works and Ward 3 City Coun-
cil member Chris Tolbert’s office to 
review the construction schedule.

The Griggs-Scheffer project was to 
be done in two phases—part in 2020 
and part in 2021. However, earlier this 
summer Public Works officials deter-
mined that there are locations where 
the repair or replacement of sanitary 
sewer pipes is necessary. The need 
to redo some of the work from last 
year pushed back the second phase of 
Griggs-Scheffer to 2022.

The sewer work got underway 
on August 16 and is expected to last 
about six weeks. Sections of Juno, 
Watson, Hartford, Bayard and Schef-
fer avenues will be dug up. The intent 
is to avoid disrupting the new curbs 
and gutters installed last year. How-
ever, street surfaces will be entirely 
redone to avoid a patched-up appear-
ance. 

“We’re working to address the 
problems before there are bigger is-
sues,” said Chris Engelmann, the 
Public Works project manager. Public 
Works staff will check the repairs to 
make sure they are done correctly this 
time, according to him. 

The repairs will not mean addition-
al costs for the city or residents. 

News Briefs were compiled by Jane 
McClure.

News Briefs

SHREDDING DAY!
FREE COMMUNITY

September 25, 2021
10am-1pm  •  1460 Grand Avenue 

Protect yourself from identity theft! Bring up to 5 boxes of papers to securely 
shred (you can even watch your paperwork being shredded on the spot). 
Hosted by The Odd Couple Team as part of our ongoing effort to give back to the community.

TheOddCoupleTeam.com • 651.492.6423 • 1460 Grand Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105

Congratulations
Blue Ribbon Winner!

People are buzzing about Linda Distad’s blue ribbon winning
“Just Bee” needle point at the Minnesota State Fair. Linda also took 
home the red ribbon for her needle point impressive “Linda’s Pearls.”

You can also congratulate her on
going 5 for 5 at Mah Jong last week!
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VIEWPOINT

A head-scratching city budget
Most of Saint Paul Mayor Melvin Carter’s plan for the 

2022 city budget is gobbledygook. It sounds good, but it is 
chock full of head-scratching questions with vague to no 
answers (MyVillager, August 18). 

The mayor budgets $40 million for “neighborhood 
safety strategies” with no mention of police or a plan. 
Another $40 million is budgeted for housing strategies, 
whatever that means. (Forty million will buy you a lot 
of strategies.) Also in the mayor’s budget is $40 million 
for jobs and career readiness programs. How will we go 
about spending $40 million on career readiness? Then 
there is $18 million for modernizing city services. Can 
someone tell me what modernizing city services means?

For all my calls and emails to the mayor’s office, I have 
not gotten a single response from anyone on the mayor’s 
bloated staff, including the mayor. Too busy strategizing, I 
guess. The DFL rushed to endorse this ivory-tower mayor 
who champions wealthy developers over the interests of 
our neighborhoods and is totally unresponsive to average 
citizens. 

Greg Nayman
Highland Park

Mayor is ignoring basic needs
In what alternative universe does Saint Paul Mayor 

Melvin Carter live? He is proposing a 6.9 percent increase 
in property taxes, supplemented by $166 million in federal 
funds, to do what? Fix our gawdawful roads? Address 
other pressing infrastructure issues? Replant trees in 
neighborhoods where ash trees have been removed? 
Promote economic development?

No, Mayor Carter wants to spend the money on career 
readiness, assistance for the homeless, neighborhood 
safety initiatives, modernizing city services and financial 
stabilization (Villager, August 18). He proposes to add 115 
full-time positions to the city’s work force. 

This is folly. We need a mayor who understands 
the basic responsibilities of city government. Those 
responsibilities simply do not include things like career 
readiness or giving $50 to every baby born in the city. 
It’s time to stop creating new positions and focus on our 
streets, sewers, parks and basic city services.

Carolyn Wolski
West End

Edgcumbe needs sidewalks
Regarding the article about the resistance to the 

addition of sidewalks on a portion of Edgcumbe Road 
(MyVillager, August 4): I live on Edgcumbe Road, have 
sidewalks in front of my house and walk my dog daily 
up and down Edgcumbe. Without sidewalks, it is very 
dangerous in the winter and at night. It can be dangerous 
in other seasons as well. The landscape architect’s 
suggested sidewalk alternative does not negate the 
danger to pedestrians of snowy, icy streets. The sidewalk 
is right on the street. I don’t find that acceptable.

Just because they’ve never had sidewalks doesn’t mean 
they shouldn’t have them now. There is a city easement 
in front of those homes that has always been designed 
for sidewalks. The trees will grow back. I’ve had five trees 
removed due to road construction, and the replacements 
are growing quickly and will be just as beautiful as the old 
ones in a few years. The city should be asking all of the 
neighbors in the area what we think, not just the ones on 
Edgcumbe Road.

Cino Adelson
Highland Park

Turning deaf ear to constituent
I’ve been trying to get Ward 4 City Council member 

Mitra Jalali to respond to several concerns over the last 16 
months. I was unhappy with her ill-advised vote to give 
enormous tax increment financing to the Highland Bridge 
project. I wanted her to calculate the ROI for the many 
millions of dollars that Ryan Companies got. She should 
know, right? No response.

I asked about her vote against Alatus’ proposed 
apartment project at 411-417 N. Lexington Pkwy. This vast 
lot has been empty for over a decade. The City Council 
had a working project placed before it and voted it down. 
Why? No reply.

Last week I emailed her to ask how she could vote in 
favor of the large nonconforming complex at the Dixie’s 
on Grand site yet vote against the Lexington Parkway 
project. I feel both projects are worth pursuing. No reply.

Earlier this summer in another email I asked about the 
decision by the Public Works Department to turn off city 
water fountains during the hottest summer on record. I 
argued that the risk of COVID was small compared to the 
very high risks of dehydration, heat exhaustion and heat 

stroke. Could she investigate this? No response.
In another email, I asked about some safety and public 

nuisance issues at the new Lilydale Regional Park pavilion 
overlooking Pickerel Lake. No reply.

This isn’t leadership. This is haughtiness. If you can’t 
talk to your ward constituents and you self-isolate at City 
Hall, you’re ignoring your duties. Then again, perhaps she 
replies to voters who write her congratulatory missives. I 
ask tough questions that I’m entitled to get answers to. I 
need a new City Council member.

Bob Brereton
Macalester-Groveland

Unresponsive in Ward 4
As a resident of Saint Paul’s Ward 4 since 1975, I 

am deeply disappointed by our current City Council 
representative. It seems that Mitra Jalali is busy 
advocating for a few wealthy real estate developers and 
has no time or interest in representing owners of single-
family homes. I have attempted to call her several times 
to express my opinions and concerns with current city 
policy, but no one answers her office phone. Leaving a 
message doesn’t work either; no one returns my calls. 

This is nothing new. Prior to COVID, I had the same 
experience when I attempted to contact her regarding 
major decisions the City Council was making at that 
time. I placed multiple phone calls to her office and left 
messages but never received a response. Jalali apparently 
doesn’t care what I think and doesn’t waste her time 
listening. Is it too much to have a staff member accept 
my call or call me back? This is an astonishing display of 
arrogance and disregard for her constituents. 

It is clearly past time for a change in Saint Paul’s City 
Council. A council member who doesn’t care about her 
constituents and doesn’t make any effort to represent 
them or communicate with them, doesn’t deserve re-
election.

Steve Gundale
Merriam Park

MyVillager welcomes letters to the editor and 
guest editorials. Please, send your commentary to 
MyVillager, 241 S. Cleveland Ave., Suite V, Saint Paul, 
MN 55105-1208; email it to letters@myvillager.com; or 
submit it via our website at myvillager.com/editorial.

INBOX

By John Mannillo

The Saint Paul Port Authority has 
proposed changing the city’s 
zoning code to allow large digital 

billboards to be erected on or outside any 
sports arena in downtown that has more 
than 1,000 seats. The Minnesota Wild’s 
Xcel Energy Center already has two large 
digital displays. This zoning change would 
make it possible for the Port Authority’s 
Treasure Island Center and the Saint Paul 
Saints’ CHS Field to have multiple digital 
billboards, too.

The Wild and the Saints already benefit 
from millions of dollars in taxpayer 
subsidies. Now they want to enrich 
themselves by selling off the beauty 
of Saint Paul at the public’s expense. 
Billboards devalue surrounding real 
estate. They also reduce the city’s tax base.

The Port Authority owns a majority of 
Treasure Island Center. Revenue from 
billboards has always been a part of its 
plan for financing the renovation of the 
former Macy’s department store. The Port, 
however, is not just asking for a zoning 
variance to erect two digital billboards at 
Treasure Island Center, but for an entire 
zoning change. The Saints have jumped on 
board, and we can expect the Wild to do 
the same. Allianz Field in the Midway area 
will likely be next.

The current proposal is not just about 
revenue, though. Behind the scenes is an 
effort by the billboard industry to expand 
digital advertising throughout the city.

Here’s how it works: The billboard 
industry cuts a liberal deal with one 
location, and that opens the floodgates. 
This is what happened at Xcel Energy 
Center in 2001. There were promises for 
only on-site advertising at Xcel with no 
additional billboards there or anywhere 
else in the city. However, the city was 
quickly sued by a different billboard 
company. The city lost that suit because 
it had made a special deal with the Wild, 
and as a result six more billboards were 
allowed in Saint Paul neighborhoods.

We were assured that this wouldn’t 
happen again. However, CHS Field soon 
requested a variance to install a digital 
billboard. The variance was denied by 
the City Council. But then, just last year, 
Xcel Energy Center applied to have a 
2,900-square-foot banner installed on 
the side of the hockey arena, and it would 
have been approved by the city if not for 
an appeal by Scenic Saint Paul. 

We at Scenic Saint Paul may not object 
to the digital billboards at Treasure Island 
Center if we were assured no additional 
billboards would be built. However, the 
Port Authority and Clear Channel Outdoor 
are not willing to guarantee that. They talk 

of digital billboards adding to the vitality 
of downtown, but if vitality were the goal, 
it could be achieved under current law by 
only advertising the business tenants at 
Treasure Island Center. 

The Port Authority’s intent is to allow 
advertising for outside organizations, 
which will only serve to direct local 
spending away from downtown. That 
is what the billboard at the Xcel Energy 
Center does. It has a permanent ad for 
Walmart. Walmart doesn’t even have a 
store in Saint Paul.

Billboard leases last for many years. 
They discourage commercial development 
as well as any expansion of the tax 
base. Saint Paul has several billboards 
in desirable locations, which cannot 
be redeveloped without removing the 
billboards first. Unfortunately, it’s very 
expensive to buy out billboard leases. 
A few years ago, when the state rebuilt 
Lafayette Bridge, Minnesota taxpayers 
had to pay $4.2 million to have a digital 
billboard removed. 

Billboards are detrimental to residential 
development, too. City code states that 
a digital billboard may not be built 
within 300 feet of any residence. Digital 
billboards are like giant TV screens that 
cannot be turned off and can be seen for 
thousands of feet. Even when there are no 
residences nearby, they almost guarantee 

that no new residences will be built 
nearby in the future.

Finally, the vast majority of the revenue 
generated by billboards goes to the 
billboard companies, almost all of which 
are headquartered outside of Minnesota. 
They are selling something they don’t 
even own—our view. Real estate 
appraisers call this “an incurable defect.”

The Port Authority needs to be 
transparent with the public by disclosing 
the terms of any billboard lease at 
Treasure Island Center—both before and 
after it is signed. I asked that Scenic Saint 
Paul and the public be able to review 
the lease prior to its approval by the City 
Council. The Port Authority refused, 
saying that this was a for-profit project 
not subject to such review.

That’s absurd. The Port Authority is a 
creature of statute with taxing authority. 
It has two City Council members as 
commissioners. It has a legal and a moral 
obligation to let the public know what’s 
in any lease. We’re not asking to negotiate 
the billboard deal, but we need to know 
what the Port Authority and City Council 
are agreeing to. If the lease is good for the 
city, why wouldn’t they want to share the 
details with us?

 
John Mannillo is a resident of Highland 

Park and the chair of Scenic Saint Paul.

What’s behind effort to install digital billboards downtown
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By Jane Mcclure

Ash tree removal began the week 
of August 23 at Saint Clair Park 
on Oneida Street, much to the 

dismay of many West End residents. 
Almost three dozen ash trees were 
scheduled to be removed, or more 
than half of the trees in the park. The 
work is to be completed by Labor Day.

Neighbors can take some consola-
tion in that city forestry staff reas-
sessed conditions at the park, and 
decided to save seven trees. The fate 
of an additional four trees is being  
reconsidered.

While park neighbors are pleased 
that some shade will be preserved, 
they agree that losing the trees will 
change the character of the park.

Forestry staff contend that most of 
the park’s trees need to be removed 
because they are in declining health. 
Not only are the trees infested with 
emerald ash borers, but ones along 
a pathway were planted too close  
together years ago.

“But we understand there’ll be 
huge impacts to the park,” said  
Rachel Coyle, urban forester supervi-
sor for the city.

West End residents have submitted 
a Save Our Shade petition with 288 
signatures to city officials. More than 
a dozen people also met virtually on 
August 19 to discuss the removal of 
trees with forestry staff, city Parks 
and Recreation director Mike Hahm 
and Ward 2 City Council member  
Rebecca Noecker.

Noecker is checking to see if fund-
ing is available to pay for larger re-
placement trees. Plans currently call 
for tree replacement at an Arbor Day 
event next year.

“I hear your frustration,” said No-
ecker, whose own West Side neigh-
borhood has also lost many ash trees.

Instead of losing most of the park’s 
trees at once, petitioners asked that 
the trees be removed in phases. They 
also asked that the city continue to 
treat and prune a minimum two-
thirds of the park’s ash trees, and 
that the city start replanting as soon 
as possible with a minimum of four 
new tree species to increase their  
resilience.

Hahm said some of the petitioners’ 
requests are not feasible. In a letter to 
neighbors, he said phasing removals 
can create its own set of issues, in-
cluding more time spent mobilizing 
forestry crews, and more disruptions 
to the park’s users. He said the city 
was already asked to postpone the 
tree removals until late August when 
fewer children were present. 

“It’s also worth noting that there 
will be very little gained by phasing 
removals, as planting would be de-
ferred until all identified trees are re-
moved, or at best minimal planting 
only where there would be no con-
flicts with future removals,” Hahm 
wrote.

After the meeting, neighbors 
Meg Duhr, Naomi Blinick and Jes-
sica Puckett said that while they were 
pleased to see some trees saved, they 

had some frustration with the out-
come. They would like to see city pol-
icy changes and questioned whether 
it is cost-effective to remove and re-
place trees rather than continue to 
treat them.

They also raised the issue of neigh-
borhood notification. They said resi-
dents get all kinds of mailings about 
recycling, hazardous waste and 
neighborhood cleanups, but the city 
does not inform them that they have 
the option to treat their boulevard ash 
trees. 

“And there’s no way to know when 
park trees will come down and be 
able to weigh in,” Blinick said.

The emerald ash borer was first 
found in Saint Paul in 2009. The in-
sects’ larvae burrow under the bark 
and feed on a tree’s circulatory sys-
tem, eventually killing it. Ash trees 
then become brittle and branches 
start to fall.

The city has treated some trees with 
the intent of slowing the spread of the 
insect, but those treatment programs 
have ended. The focus now is on ash 
tree removal and replacement with 
more diverse tree species. By the end 
of the year crews will have removed a 
total of 31,000 ash trees from boule-
vards and 3,600 from parks.

Residents try to save shade at St. Clair Park

West End residents signed a Save Our Shade petition after learning that dozens of ash trees 
were marked for removal with green stripes near the West Seventh Community Center.

“But we understand 
there’ll be huge impacts 

to the park,” said 
Rachel Coyle, urban 

forester supervisor for 
the city.
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By Frank Jossi

After moving into their Ma-
calester-Groveland home 
in 1999, Chad and Molly 

Collmann decided their first sig-
nificant improvement would 
be adding space to the smallish 
kitchen.

With a growing family, the  
Collmanns wanted more room 
for cooking, seating and cabi-
nets. The contractor, however, 
did not have a design team and 
the traffic flow did not work well 
after the work was complete. The  
Collmanns waited almost two 
decades before hiring Ispiri LLC 
to redo the space a second time 
with a splashy new kitchen.

Those who want to check out 
the results will be able to dur-
ing the Parade of Homes Fall Re-
modelers Showcase. Sponsored 
by Housing First Minnesota, the 
showcase will feature 39 remod-
eled homes open for public view-
ing from noon-6 p.m. Friday 
through Sunday, October 1-3. 

The Collmanns’ rectangular 
kitchen sits at the rear of their 
1922 home at 2172 Sargent Ave. 
The back door leads to a compos-
ite deck and stairs sold by Saint 
Paul-based Weekes Forest Prod-
ucts, where Chad works.

Ispiri’s plan called for improv-
ing the kitchen’s traffic flow be-
fore adding cabinets and appli-
ances. “The kitchen had a lot of 
dead space,” Chad Collmann said.

Ispiri took out the old kitchen 
down to the studs and reimag-
ined the new one. The center-

piece was an oversized island 
with enough room on either side 
for family members and guests to 
comfortably pass by. 

Seating is provided along the 
side and back of the island, while 
a deep apron farmhouse sink in 
the middle provides easy access 
for cooking and cleanup.

The island contains a Subzero 
beverage cooler on its backside 
next to cabinet storage and a 
Bosch dishwasher near the sink. 
A narrow light fixture with ex-
posed bulbs hangs over the white 
quartz counter. 

“The island makes the whole 
kitchen more user-friendly,” said 
Molly Collmann.

Ispiri extended the cabinets 
along the back wall to include 
several new appliances. The Col-
lmanns added a pantry near a 

hallway leading to the living 
room, a Subzero refrigerator and 
a Wolf double oven at eye level. 

“I really like the double oven; 
that was an excellent choice on 
the designer’s part,” Molly said. 
“We don’t have to bend down 
anymore to get things out of 
the oven. It’s much easier to use 
than having an oven under the  
cooktop.”

In the middle of the back coun-
ter, the Collmanns now have a 
36-inch Wolf gas cooktop with an 
eye-catching subway tile back-
splash. A custom wooden cook-
top hood with mantle adds a dash 
of distinctiveness. 

“We think the mantle gives it 
some depth,” Chad said. A mi-
crowave sits in a drawer at the far 
end of the quartz counter, a nifty 
option for an appliance that usu-

ally sits on a counter or above a 
stove. 

The white custom-fitted cabi-
nets have handles that evoke the 
1920s. Drawers with soft-close 
sliders make opening and clos-
ing them easy. Interior drawers 
in cabinets allow comfortable ac-
cess to items located at the back. 

A contractor redid the window 
finishes from “a horrible orange” 
to a darker hue found in the rest 
of the home, and added a flat-
screen television to the back wall.

The Collmanns said the new 
kitchen has had them cooking 
more over the past several weeks. 
“The old kitchen didn’t have 
nearly as much usable space as 
the new one,” Chad said. “This 
is much better and much more 
functional.” 

“Cooking in the new space is a 

much better experience,” added 
Molly. “I love it.”

Admission to the Fall Remod-
elers Showcase is free, with the 
exception of three dream homes 
in Edina, Prior Lake and Shore-
wood, where $5 will be charged 
to support Housing First Minne-
sota Foundation’s work to reduce 
homelessness.  

As part of COVID-19 safety pre-
cautions,  unvaccinated visitors 
to the showcase homes are be-
ing asked to wear facemasks, and 
all attendees are urged to prac-
tice social distancing and avoid 
touching surfaces. Some areas of 
some of the homes will be cor-
doned off.

Guidebooks to the homes are 
available at Holiday Station-
stores, Kowalski’s Markets, and 
paradeofhomes.org/guidebooks.

Making a splash
Remodel improves traffic 
flow of Mac-Grove kitchen

Ispiri LLC’s 
remodel of the 
Collmanns’ 
kitchen on Sar-
gent Avenue 
includes all 
new cabinets 
and appli-
ances, quartz 
countertops 
and a custom 
stovetop 
hood with a 
unique tile 
backsplash. 
It is one of 39 
homes that 
will open for 
viewing during 
the Parade of 
Homes Fall 
Remodelers 
Showcase on 
October 1-3.

Photos by  
brad stauffer

Chad Collmann makes use of his more 
functional Mac-Grove kitchen.
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By Janet Lunder Hanafin

Acentury ago, the corner of Saint 
Clair and Prior avenues was out in 
the boondocks of the growing city 

of Saint Paul. Soldiers who had recently re-
turned home from World War I were starting 
families, and the almost rural landscape was 
ripe for the building of new homes. It was 
also welcome turf for a “mission church” to 
minister to the new residents of the area.

From these humble beginnings, Pilgrim 
Lutheran Church has grown to become a 
stalwart and beloved presence in the Ma-
calester-Groveland neighborhood. 

Originally known as Redeemer Chapel, 
Pilgrim was founded with a $2,000 con-
tribution from Lutheran Church of the Re-
deemer, a congregation that worshipped 
several miles northeast at 285 N. Dale St. 
The money was used to buy two lots on Pri-
or Avenue. The congregation at Redeemer 
Lutheran actually referred to Pilgrim’s first 
pastor, the Reverend Edgar F. Witte, as a 
missionary. Much of what Witte needed 
for worship was donated by several groups 
at Redeemer, according to Diana Rankin, a 
historian for the church.

The new Lutheran congregation wor-
shipped in the basement of its church 
while it was under construction in 1926. 
The Great Depression that followed the 
stock market crash of 1929 halted con-
struction for several years, but the elegant, 
neo-Gothic sanctuary was finally complet-
ed in 1939. A 1957 addition provided room 
for offices and classrooms.

Pilgrim will mark its centennial this fall 
with a series of events that celebrate the 
church’s history, culture and expectations 
for the future. “The Spirit Lives On” is the 
theme of the 10-week celebration, which 
opens on September 12 with an ice cream 
social at the church, 1935 Saint Clair Ave.

Throughout its first century, Pilgrim has 
endeavored to respond to the needs of the 
times, according to Melenie Ruda, chair of 
the church’s centennial committee. In the 
1970s, the congregation supported the re-
settlement of immigrant families. In 2002 
it began offering Celtic, Nordic and choral 
contemplative prayer services for people 
looking for nontraditional ways to wor-
ship. In 2003 the church became a Recon-
ciling in Christ congregation, welcoming 
members of the LGBT community. 

Pilgrim’s Advocates for Racial Equity 
group is now working on several new ini-
tiatives. One is a project to honor the lives 
and ambitions of a Black couple, Nellie and 
William Francis, who moved into a house 
near the church in the 1920s and were 
terrorized by residents who did not want 

them living in the area.
To commemorate the centennial, Pil-

grim is installing public art on the west 
lawn of the church. Driven by the young 
adult members of the congregation, the 
installation will provide an interactive 
space that encourages contemplation and 
creative worship, according to Claire Kai-
ser, chair of the public art committee. The 
space will invite “anyone in the commu-
nity to pause, reflect, and engage in a spiri-
tual experience,” Kaiser said.

Two local artists, Sandy Spieler and Lu-
isa Cabello Hansel, designed the installa-
tion. It will include a spiral path suggestive 
of a faith journey and a nine-foot pole with 
words and colorful images that pay hom-
age to the Dakota and Ojibwe people who 
once made their home in the area.

“With this art piece we are giving thanks 
for the ground beneath our feet and show-
ing respect for the people who were stew-
ards of this land before us,” Kaiser said. 
“The artists stressed the importance of 
the project to honor the influence of the 
founding cultures on present life and cur-
rent vitality.”

Mosaics have been created to illustrate 
the history of the 500-member congrega-
tion. They will be mounted on the exterior 
walls of the church. Rows of silk-screened 
flags that can be arranged according to the 
season will be draped around the space. 

“We’d like to see our congregation grow 
by knowing and listening to our neighbors, 
especially those who are people of color, 
as they seek justice and joy in their daily 
lives,” said Pilgrim’s pastor, the Reverend 
Jennifer Rome. “As we listen and learn 
from our neighbors, we can humbly work 
alongside them for justice and joy.”

The ice cream social will run from 3-5 
p.m. Sunday, September 12. Free ice cream 
and other frozen treats will be served and 
original art will be created for the public 
artwork in progress on the west lawn.

As part of the centennial celebration, a 
worship service will be held at 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday, October 10, with special liturgy 
and music, including the newly commis-
sioned hymn, “O Pilgrims, Come” by David 
R. Weiss and Anne Krentz Organ. The Rev-
erend Bonnie Nash will preach. Weiss will 
explain the historical references and im-
agery in his hymn at a church forum from 
10:45-11:30 a.m. Sunday, October 17. 

The centennial celebration will close 
with a special worship service on Sunday, 
November 21. The Reverend Patricia Lull, 
bishop of the Saint Paul Area Synod, will 
deliver the sermon.

For more information, call Pilgrim at 
651-699-6886 or visit pilgrimstpaul.org.
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Pilgrim marks 100 years on mission 
to spread message of Christian love

At an August 22 service outside of the church, Pilgrim Lutheran Pastor Jennifer Rome held the micro-
phone as Jess Grams shared her gratitude and concerns with fellow congregants.  Photo by bRAd StAuffeR
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The following criminal incidents were com-
piled from Saint Paul and Mendota Heights 
police reports. For more, see MyVillager.com.

Highland Park
Theft—Thefts from vehicles at Hidden 

Falls Park included a shoulder bag on July 
22, $4,000 in cash and $1,000 in jewelry on 
July 20, and a MacBook Pro, camera, Apple 
Watch and other items on August 12.

—Seven vehicles were reported stolen 
between August 10-21, including on the 
2000 block of Shepard Road, the 1600 
block of Eleanor Avenue, the 2400 block of 
Youngman Avenue, at Midas at 1697 West 
Seventh Street, the 1300 block of West 
Maynard Drive, the 2500 block of Crosby 
Farm Road, and the 900 block of South 
Cleveland Avenue. 

—A laptop computer and car keys were 
reported stolen from a vehicle on Ford 
Parkway and Mississippi River Boulevard 
at 12:10 p.m. Friday, August 13.

—Police received a report of a theft from 
Saint Paul Academy, 1712 Randolph Ave., at 
10:55 a.m. Tuesday, August 17. The complain-
ant was able to track his stolen cellphone to 
a residence on the 1800 block of Englewood 
Avenue. Several items had reportedly been 
stolen by a female suspect linked to the ad-
dress, including multiple cellphones. Police 
were searching for the suspect, who was 
caught on video surveillance.

Lexington-Hamline
Theft—At the Midway Target, a purse-

snatching was reported on August 13, and 
a shoplifter tried to make off with $1,923 
worth of stolen items on August 16. 

Sex crime—A 57-year-old homeless 
man was cited for indecent exposure and 
disorderly conduct after urinating on the 
entrance of the Midway Target at 4:19 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 10.

Macalester-Groveland
Robbery—A male victim was forced into  

a minivan at gunpoint and robbed of his 
cellphone and cash at 8:27 p.m. Friday, Au-
gust 20, near Fairview and Grand avenues. 
The victim was driven to Laurel Avenue 
and Wheeler Street before he was released.

Burglary—A laptop computer and 
camping equipment were reported stolen 
from an occupied apartment on the 1400 
block of Grand Avenue during the evening 
of August 10-11. 

—Residential burglaries were reported 
on the 1700 block of Stanford Avenue on 
August 12, and the 1000 block of Palace  
Avenue on August 15-18.

Theft—Multiple tools were reported 
stolen from a vehicle on Lincoln and Prior 
avenues between August 9-11.

Mendota Heights
Burglary—A suspect was arrested for 

trying to break into a residence on the 700 
block of Mohican Lane at 1:02 a.m. Thurs-
day, August 19.

—Two burglaries were reported on the 
1300 block of Highway 13 between 1:08 
a.m.-1:40 p.m. Thursday, August 19.

Assault—A man said he had a gun 
pulled on him after an argument on the 
1300 block of Northland Drive at 5:44 p.m. 
Sunday, August 15.

Merriam Park
Theft—Seven vehicles were reported 

stolen between August 10-17, including 
on the 200 block of North Wilder Street, 
the 400 block of East Lynnhurst Avenue, 
the 400 block of Herschel Street, the 1900 
block of Marshall Avenue, on Mississippi 
River Boulevard north of Summit Avenue, 
the 1600 block of Hague Avenue, and the 
2100 block of Iglehart Avenue. 

—Multiple tools were reported stolen 

from a vehicle on the 2000 block of Roblyn 
Avenue during the evening of August 17-18.

Snelling-Hamline
Theft—A vehicle was reported stolen at 

the Speedway station on Snelling and Port-
land avenues on Tuesday, August 10. 

Miscellaneous—Police officers assisted 
Metro Transit in arresting the driver of a 
vehicle that struck a light-rail platform on 
Hamline and University avenues at 3:36 
a.m. Saturday, August 14. 

Summit Hill
Theft—An SUV was stolen on the 

500 block of Grand Avenue at 8:50 a.m. 
Wednesday, August 11. The vehicle, which 
had been left running, reportedly con-
tained personal documents and designer 
suits valued at more than $7,000.

—A cooler, iPhone, keys, wallet and oth-
er items were reported stolen from a vehi-
cle on Crocus Place and Fairmount Avenue 
at 3:22 p.m. Wednesday, August 11.

Weapons—Three men ages 18, 19 and 
28 were arrested for felony possession of a 
sawed-off shotgun after police were called 
to the 600 block of Grand Avenue on a re-
port of a suspicious vehicle at 10:13 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 17. The older man also 
was charged with drug possession. 

Miscellaneous—The tires of a vehicle 

were reported slashed in the parking lot 
of Frattallone’s Ace Hardware, 650 Grand 
Ave., at 9:20 a.m. Tuesday, August 10.

Summit-University
Robbery—A vehicle was reported stolen 

during a strong-arm robbery on the 300 
block of North Lexington Parkway at 4:31 
p.m. Wednesday, August 11.

Burglary—An occupied apartment was 
burglarized on the 200 block of Dayton  
Avenue at 9:10 a.m. Tuesday, August 10.

Theft—A purse-snatching was reported 
on the 100 block of North Western Avenue 
at 12:03 p.m. Wednesday, August 11.

—Two vehicles were stolen on the 300 
block of Dayton Avenue on August 11-12. 
Another vehicle was stolen on the 600 
block of Portland Avenue on August 12-13.   

 —A motorcycle was reported stolen on 
the 600 block of Hague Avenue at 10:19 
a.m. Tuesday, August 17. 

Assault—An aggravated assault with a 
gun was reported on the 700 block of Selby 
Avenue at 12:27 a.m. Wednesday, August 
11.  The male victim was treated at a hos-
pital for a gunshot wound and was later 
released. 

West End
Theft—Military gear was reported sto-

len from a vehicle on the 200 block of 
South Exchange Street at 1 a.m. Thursday, 
August 12.

—Multiple tools were reported stolen 
from a vehicle on the 900 block of West 
Seventh Street between August 14-17. 

—Juveniles reportedly stole mail and 
packages and damaged several items at the 
Osceola Place Apartments, 260 S. Osceola 
Ave., at 8 p.m. Thursday, August 12. 

—A vehicle was stolen on the 400 block 
of Spring Street on Saturday, August 14.  

—A scooter reported stolen in Minneap-
olis was recovered in the woods while the 
city was clearing out an abandoned home-
less camp near Shepard Road and I-35E on 
the morning of August 17. 

Assault—A man’s leg was broken dur-
ing an assault by two unknown suspects at 
11:55 p.m. Saturday, August 14, on the 200 
block of West Seventh Street. He was taken 
to a hospital.

Arson—Suspicious fires were reported 
at the Ritchie Medical Plaza at 310 N. Smith 
Ave. on August 12, and on Eagle Parkway 
and Exchange Street on August 13. 

Crime Report

Snelling-Hamline warehouse fire. The aftermath of a three-alarm fire on August 21 that 
destroyed a warehouse complex at 1400 Dayton Ave., just behind the Concordia University baseball 
field. The fire was reported at 5:43 p.m. and it took 86 fire personnel more than 21 hours to get it under 
control. Plumes of black smoke could be seen for miles, due to vehicles, auto parts and tires stored in 
the four buildings. No injuries were reported. Arson is suspected. Photo by Chas Jensen
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By Anne Murphy

West End artist Stuart 
Loughridge’s upcoming 
exhibit at Groveland Gallery 

was a lifetime in the making. Growing up, 
he said, “I was surrounded by painting, 
printmaking, carving, sculpture, fine 
frames. It was a constant creative feast for 
a kid.” 

Loughridge is the son of Denver-based 
artist Leon Loughridge, and much of 
his approach to art today is tied to early 
memories of watching his father paint 
sketches when the two of them were out 
on hikes or finish paintings in the studio 
while sitting on his lap. “I’d also help 
him pull prints on his etching press,” 
Loughridge said. 

Loughridge, 43, lives near West Seventh 
Street and Smith Avenue and works in a 
third-floor studio at 265 W. Seventh St. 
It was here that he created the art for his 
first solo show at Groveland Gallery, 25 
Groveland Terrace in Minneapolis. 

Titled “Prints and Paintings,” the 
exhibit will open on Saturday, September 
11. It features over 30 new watercolors, 
oils and etchings. The works are mostly 
landscapes with an occasional portrait 
or architectural rendering. Loughridge 
will attend the opening reception from 
noon-5 p.m. September 11. He will also 
demonstrate etching on a printing press 
on the front porch of Groveland Gallery 
beginning at 1 p.m.  Saturday, September 
18 and October 2. 

Groveland Gallery director Sally 
Johnson first heard about Loughridge 
from a collector and frequent gallery 
visitor 10 or 15 years ago. “Shortly after, 
another collector told me about some 
Loughridge prints he had purchased,” 
she said, “and another talked about some 

Loughridge watercolors he described 
as ‘gems.’ Sometime later, on a visit to 
a collector’s home, I finally saw some 
of Stuart’s work and understood what 
everyone was raving about.”

Among the new works in the Groveland 
exhibit will be “Saint Paul Marina, 
Sunset,” an oil on board of the downtown 
port viewed from the Wabasha Street 
Bridge; “North Shore, Lake Superior—
Autumn,” a watercolor; “Moonset in the 
Rockies,” an etching with watercolor; 
“View From the Saint Croix River,” an oil 
on canvas; “Bargello, Florence,” another 
oil on board; and “Bucolic Landscape,” an 
etching.

“In both his paintings and prints, 
Stuart has managed to employ traditional 
painting and printmaking techniques to a 
contemporary effect,” Johnson said. “His 
observational skills are finely tuned and 
reveal not only his technical skills, but a 
deep understanding of the landscapes. 

Some images are compellingly mysterious 
and others evoke a quiet familiarity.” 

Loughridge said he always begins with 
a sketch on paper, either a drawing or a 
watercolor, that is “created outdoors, in 
a tight window of time, direct from life, 
for the purpose of documenting a scene. 
Sketches are not necessarily pushed to a 
finish. They serve as a means to a greater 
end.” 

“There is no such thing as a failed 
sketch,” Loughridge explains in his 
statement for the Groveland exhibit. “In 
the studio, all the notes and sketches 
become useful as reference material in 
the building of a finished work of art. 
Sometimes there are extensive alterations 
from an original idea. It is this process of 
translating a sketch into a finished work 
of art that I find most intriguing. The 
final result is not necessarily an exact 
representation of a place, rather these 
works are the results of problems I have 

solved on how best to view a scene.”
Loughridge said he focused on drawing 

in high school. He spent two semesters 
at a college of art and design in Denver 
where drawing was not a focus. So in 1999 
he moved to Minneapolis to study at the 
Atelier Program of Fine Art.

“The Atelier was a great place to study,” 
he said, “a place where I was able to just 
be myself and be in love with the pursuit 
of solid drawing. No grades, no credits, 
no degree—perfect! There was no empty 
talk of ‘expressing yourself.’ Every day was 
focused on drawing, and I was completely 
devoted to that.”

Loughridge has relied on art as his sole 
source of income for the past 20 years. 
In 2002 he moved to Saint Paul, into a 
450-square-foot studio with big north-
facing windows. The rent on that studio 
was $230 a month, he said, “so it was an 
easy decision to price my 9-by-12-inch 
framed oil paintings at the cost of rent. I 
got rid of my car, kept a frugal budget, and 
that set me going on my career and being 
an entrepreneur.” In 2006 he moved into 
his current studio.

“Upon arriving I instantly fell into the 
arts community,” he said, “in Northeast 
Minneapolis and then in Saint Paul, with 
the Saint Paul Art Crawl being the start 
of my business. Back then, it was an arts 
community, but also a bunch of creative 
rascals living unorthodox lifestyles in 
unique, affordable spaces. 

“While being devoted to my study of 
traditional painting, I was immersed in 
the art scene, the jazz scene and classical 
music concerts,” Loughridge said. 
“The Twin Cities is exceptional in that 
regard. There’s a long history of artists, 
appreciators and collectors, and I’m very 
thankful for it. I can be a local artist, sell 
within the cities, and make a living at it.”

Stuart Loughridge paints a scene of the Saint Croix River in his West End studio.  Photo by bRad StauffER

Loughridge’s career as painter was sketched out in childhood 

By Anne Murphy

When Mychael Wright and Tom 
Wells became neighbors in 
2003, they had no idea where 

it would lead. Wright had founded the 
Selby Ave. JazzFest a couple years earlier, 
just after he and his wife Stephanie 
opened Golden Thyme Coffee & Cafe at 
the corner of Selby and Milton Street. 
Wells was a musician, and the two men 
soon discovered they shared a love of 
jazz. Wells has been a part of the JazzFest 
ever since, with his band leading the 
parade that opens the festival and later 
performing on stage.

Scheduled from 11 a.m.-7:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, September 11, at the corner of 
Selby and Milton, the Selby Ave. JazzFest is 
marking its 20th year in 2021. Unlike the 
virtual festival in 2020, this year’s fest will 
be live and in person. 

“This year’s celebration is a celebration 
of life,” said Wright, who with the festival 
and his coffee shop at 934 Selby Ave. has 
been credited with inspiring the rebirth 
of that part of the Summit-University 
neighborhood. 

Twenty years ago, Wright said, he 
was not sure that JazzFest would be 
around in 2021, much less have a national 
reputation among musicians and listeners 
alike. From an attendance of just a few 
hundred people in the early years, the 
event drew over 15,000 before COVID-19 
forced it off the streets. Wright is hoping 

the September 11 event will mark a new 
beginning for the JazzFest.

“We’re keeping it local this year,” he 
said. In addition to Wells’ Selby Avenue 
Brass Band (formerly known as Dick and 
Jane’s Big Brass Band), the JazzFest will 
feature Ignacio “Nachito” Herrera and the 
Habana Jazz Social Club All-Stars, singer 
Thomasina Petrus, the Walker West Music 
Academy All-Stars and Brio Brass. 

This year’s lineup highlights the fact 
that there are unsurpassed jazz musicians 
just around the corner, Wright said, and 
that there is no place like home when it 
comes to the enthusiasm of jazz lovers. 

For 2021, it seemed especially fitting to 
feature Herrera, Wright said. The Cuban 
Latin jazz pianist, arranger and composer 
is celebrating his 20th year living in 
Minnesota. Herrera has appeared in two 

previous JazzFests, including the virtual 
festival in 2020. At the time, he had just 
recovered from a bout of COVID-19. 

As Wells prepared for his 18th JazzFest 
appearance, he recalled the early years 
when the electricity for the stage traveled 
through extension cords plugged into 
outlets at his house. That worked, he 
said, except for the time his wife started a 
load of laundry and the power suddenly 
dropped precipitously.

“One of the musicians ran over and 
asked if we had something running in the 
house,” he said. “We quickly turned the 
washer off.” 

Wells’ home also served as the “green 
room” for the JazzFest. Eventually, Golden 
Thyme took over that role, but having 
artists in his home was an extraordinary 
experience for Wells. “There was a whole 

lot of fun happening in and in front of our 
house,” he said.

This year the Selby Avenue Brass Band 
will play upbeat jazz standards during its 
traditional march up Selby from Victoria 
to Milton streets. On stage, it will branch 
out into other brass band repertoire, 
including pieces that Wells has composed, 
such as “Rondo, Rondo” and “Selby 
Street.” 

The Walker West All-Stars are 
exceptionally happy to be a part of 
JazzFest 2021, supporting an event that 
is just down the street from their home 
at 760 Selby Ave. Wells teaches brass and 
conducts jazz clinics at Walker West Music 
Academy. Jack Breen will be directing the 
All-Stars at JazzFest. Breen, who plays 
saxophone and flute, grew up in Saint 
Paul and took lessons at Walker West 
from grade 3 through high school. Now he 
teaches private lessons and coaches jazz 
ensembles there. 

Coming back for a seventh year is Brio 
Brass. Since its founding in 1999, the 
50-piece ensemble has mastered a broad 
range of musical styles, from ballads and 
show tunes to pop, funk, rock and plenty 
of jazz.

As always, JazzFest will serve up a 
variety of food and crafts at booths up and 
down the street, although the number of 
vendors is expected to be slightly lower 
this year due to the challenges of COVID. 

For more information on JazzFest 2021, 
visit selbyavejazzfest.com.

Selby ave. 
Jazzfest impre-
sario Michael 
Wright (second 
from left) and 
members 
of the Selby 
avenue brass 
band warm up 
for the 20th 
edition of the 
annual street 
festivaL on 
September 11. 
Photo by 
bRad StauffER

Selby is feeling right at home with the talent at 20th JazzFest
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Books
Cracked Walnut will present a free 
poetry workshop from 10 a.m.-noon on 
Saturday, September 11, outside of the East 
Side Freedom Library, 110 Greenbrier St. 
Everyone is welcome. Bring a lawn chair 
or blanket and five copies of a poem. Email 
donna@donnaisaacpoet.com.

Literary Bridges, a new literary series 
born of the merger of Literary Lights and 
Bridges, will hold its inaugural program 
at 2 p.m. Sunday, September 12, at Next 
Chapter Booksellers, 38 S. Snelling Ave. 
Sponsored by Cracked Walnut, the read-
ing will feature local authors Anthony 
Ceballos, Michael Dean, Isadora Gruye, 
Margaret Hasse, Car o lyn Holbrook, 
Hawona Sullivan Janzen, Michael Kleber-
Diggs, Janna Knittel, Jeanne Lutz, Carol 
Masters, Ardie Medina, David Mura, 
Rosie Peters, Lia Rivamonte and Mary Jo 
Thomp son. 

Exhibits
“Many Waters: A Minnesota Biennial,” 
50 works by regional artists that explore 
the significance of water in all of its many 
forms, is being displayed through October 
2 in the Minnesota Museum of American 
Art’s window galleries at Fourth and Rob-
ert streets and its skyway entrance and 
also at NewStudio Gallery, 2303 Wycliff 
St. Admission is free. A related family 
program with hands-on activities and free 
art kits will be held from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Sunday, September 12, at Hidden Falls 
Park. Visit mmaa.org.

The Catherine G. Murphy Gallery at 
Saint Catherine University will open two 
new exhibits on September 11. Kathleen 
Daniels, former director of the gallery, 
will display some of her personal col lec-
tion, including photographs, paintings, 
ceramics, drawings and prints by such 
artists as Clement Haupers, Indira Freitas 
Johnson, Barbara McIlrath, Duduzile 
More, Bela Petheo, Holly Swift, Rina Yoon 
and Petronella Ytsma. “This Splendid 
Promise, This Magnificent Dream” dis-
plays the art of 27 SCU alumnae whose 
subjects range from picturesque land-
scapes and soulful portraits to explor a-
tions of space, time, nature, identity and 

the human form. The exhibits will remain 
on view through October 23. Admission 
is free. Call 651-690-6637 or visit gallery.
stkate.edu.

AZ Gallery, 308 Prince St., will display two 
new exhibits from September 3-26. “The 
Bike Art Show” will feature bike-themed 
art as well as  vintage and decorated 
bicycles. An  opening reception will be 
held from 6-9 p.m. Saturday, Sep tember 
4. “Rejected! 2021” features worthy 
works by Minnesota artists that did not 
qualify for the 2021 Minnesota State Fair 
Arts Competition. A joint recep tion for 
both exhibits will be held from 6-9 p.m. 
Thursday, September 16. The AZ Gallery’s 
regular hours are 5-8 p.m. Fridays and 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays. 

Music
Music as free as the fresh air in which it is 
performed is being presented at 7 p.m. on 
Thursdays and Fridays in Minnehaha Falls 
Park, 4801 S. Minnehaha Drive. The River 
City Jazz Orchestra will play September 2 
and Zoë Says Go on September 3.

Summer Sunlight, a series of free outdoor 
concerts, is being presented on West 
Seventh Place in downtown Saint Paul. 
The schedule includes Annie and the Bang 
Bang at 4:30 p.m. Thursday, September 
9; and Ben Cook-Feltz at noon Friday, 
September 10. Visit parksquaretheatre.org.

Minnesota pianist Evren Ozel, 22, winner 
of the Best Mazurka and Best Polonaise 
prize at the 2020 U.S. National Chopin 
Piano Competition, will perform an 
all-Chopin program at 3 p.m. Sunday, 
September 12, at the Ordway Concert Hall. 
Tickets are $31. Visit schubert.org or call 
651-292-3268.

A free Rock the Bridge band festival will 
be held from 2-8 p.m. Sunday, September 
12, under the north end of the bridge that 
carries Hamline Avenue over Ayd Mill 
Road. Bring a lawn chair or blanket, and 
enjoy the tunes.

Singer-songwriter Heather Masse will 
perform at 8 p.m. Friday, September 17, in 
Weyerhaeuser Auditorium at Landmark 
Center. The concert will be preceded by 
a cocktail hour with cash bar. Tickets are 
$20 in advance, $25 at the door, or $70 for 
the entire four-concert Landmark Live 

season. Mary Bue will perform on October 
15, Danny Schmidt on November 19, and 
Dan Newton and Friends on December 20. 
Call 651-292-3276.

The Twin Cities Jazz Festival returns on 
September 17-18 with music on two stages 
in Mears Park. The festival opens Friday 
with Emmet Cohen and special guest 
Pat rick Bartley at 5:30 p.m. and the Kenny 
Barron Trio at 7:30 p.m. on the Mears Park 
Stage; and Maryann Sullivan & the Money 
Makers at 4 p.m. and the Selby Avenue 
Brass Band at 6:30 p.m. on the Fifth Street 
Stage. Saturday’s lineup features young 
musicians from Walker West Music Acad-
emy and the MacPhail Center for Music at 
12:30 p.m., the Twin Cities Seven at 3 p.m., 
Moore by Four at 5 p.m. and the Delfeayo 
Marsalis Quintet at 7:30 p.m. on the Mears 
Park Stage; and the Jack Brass Band at 2 
p.m., Katia Cardenas at 4 p.m. and Salsa 
del Soul at 6:30 p.m. on the Fifth Street 
Stage. Visit TwinCitiesJazzFestival.com. 

Family
“What Makes Minneapolis Minneapolis” 
will be demonstrated with live music, 
par ticipatory exhibits and hands-on 
activ ities at Open Courtyard Family Days 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, 
September 11-12, at Mill City Museum, 704 
Second St. S. in Minneapolis. Admis sion is 
free. Visit mnhs.org/millcity.

A Vietnamese tradition, the Mid-Autumn 
Moon Festival will be celebrated with 
music, dance, food, crafts and stories from 
Southeast Asia from 1-3 p.m. Sunday, 
September 12, in Landmark Center and 
outdoors in Rice Park. Admission is free. 
Call 651-292-3225.

The Mighty Ducks (1992, Rated PG) will 
be screened by the city of Saint Paul at 
dusk on Friday, September 17, at Griggs 
Recreation Center, 1188 Hubbard Ave. 
Bring a blanket or lawn chair. Admission is 
free. Children under 10 years old must be 
accompanied by an adult.

Film
Madonna: Truth Or Dare, the 1991 
documentary by Alek Keshishian 
chronicling the American entertainer’s 
1990 Blond Ambition tour, will be 

screened by Sound Unseen at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, September 8, at the Trylon 
Cinema, 2820 E. 33rd St. in Minneapolis. 
Tickets are $12. Visit trylon.org.

Theater
The Odyssey, Homer’s ancient Greek 
epic about a hero’s journey home 
after 10 years of war, will be staged by 
Mixed Precipitation at 2 p.m. Saturday, 
September 11, in Swede Hollow Park, 
657 E. Beaumont St. The puppet show 
is presented in the spirit of a country 
carnival with a mix of baroque melodies 
and Dolly Parton tunes. Admission is by 
donation with $10-$25 suggested. Visit 
mixedprecipitation.org.

Animate, a play by Ken LaZebnik that 
addresses race and philanthropy through 
the lens of species preservation, will 
be performed from September 16-26 at 
Como Zoo and Conservatory. The Mixed 
Blood Theatre production stars Sally 
Wingert, Kevin Kling, Jevetta Steele, 
Regina Marie Williams, Stephen Yoakam, 
Taj Ruler, Bruce A. Young, Randy Reyes, 
Warren Bowles and Kate Fuglei. Show 
times are 6:30 p.m. Thursdays through 
Sundays with a preview on Wednesday, 
September 16. Tickets are by donation. 
Visit mixedblood.com.

Et cetera
Music, dance, exhibits, food and bever-
ages, all with a German flavor, will be 
served up September 10-11 with the return 
of Saint Paul Oktoberfest to the Germanic-
American Institute, 301 Summit Ave. The 
open-air celebration will run from 4-10 
p.m. Friday and 10 a.m.-10 p.m. Saturday. 
Performers include the Alpensterne, 
Bavarian Musikmeisters, the Chmielewski 
Funtime Band, the Dr. Kielbasa Band, the 
Edelweiss Dancers and Rivers Ballet. Jimi 
the Polka Pirate will offer dance les sons. 
German arts and crafts, model trains and 
vintage cars will be displayed. Con tests 
will be held for best mustache and best 
folk wear. Food trucks will be selling inter-
national fare. Imported German beer will 
be available along with other beverages. 
Wristbands are required for alcohol sales; 
they will be available for $5 for those age 
21 and older. Visit gaimn.org.

SUNDAY/SEPTEMBER 5
TAKE A HIKE with the Saint Paul Hiking 
Club. Members will gather in the parking 
lot near the Pool & Yacht Club in Lilydale  
at 2:30 p.m. and follow the paved trails  
to Mendota or the High Bridge and back. 
New members are welcome. For informa-
tion, call Sharon at 651-207-5926 or visit 
stpaulhike.com.

THURSDAY/SEPTEMBER 9
A FREE WALKING TOUR  of Como Lake, 
delving into its history and ecosystem, 

will be offered from 6-7:30 p.m. by the 
Capitol Region Watershed District. 
Leaders Britta Belden and Bob Fossum 
will provide an overview of the projects 
aimed at improving the lake’s water. The 
program is free, but reservations are re-
quired. Visit capitolregionwd.org/events.

SUNDAY/SEPTEMBER 12
AN ICE CREAM SOCIAL will be held from 

3-5 p.m. to kick off the 100th anniversary 
celebration of Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 
1935 Saint Clair Ave. Enjoy a free serving 
of ice cream on the church lawn, visit 
with congregants, play outdoor games 
and help complete an art project. 

TUESDAY/SEPTEMBER 14
FRESH PRODUCE will be distributed 
free of charge by the Fabulous Friends 

Club from noon-1:30 p.m. today and 
the second and fourth Tuesday of every 
month at the corner of Saint Paul Avenue 
and Davern Street. The public is asked to 
bring their own bags.

FRIDAY/SEPTEMBER 17
THE NATIVITY COUNTY FAIR returns 
today through Sunday, September 19, 
to the grounds of Nativity Church and 
School, 1900 Wellesley Ave. Stop by for 
carnival fun between 5-10 p.m. Friday, 10 
a.m.-10 p.m. Saturday and 11:30 a.m.-3 
p.m. Sunday. Admission is free.

THE KIOSK

651-340-2452    SkylineCleaners.net

 20% OFF
 Drycleaning
          Some exclusions, expires 9/30/21. 
       Your Green Cleaner!

“Behind” Highland Village
facing Hillcrest Ave.

We’re
Open!

Mon-Fri 7am-7pm
Sat 9-4pm
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SPORTS

Signs of change 
for UST athletics

The new look for University of Saint Thomas 
sports extends to more than a change in on-field 
personnel. As a new Division I athletic program, 

the school has heftier bills to pay and must find ways to 
foot them. 

For example, soccer was always free to spectators. 
That changed last week with the Tommies’ first home 
contest, a women’s match against Northern Iowa. (For 
trivia buffs, the first game in Saint Thomas’ history as a 
D-I school ended in a 0-0 double overtime tie.) Tickets 
for soccer games are now $5. The same price holds for 
volleyball games. 

For fans attending football games at O’Shaughnessy 
Stadium, tickets will now cost $17 for a reserved bench 
seat and $35 for one with a back. Ticket prices for 
basketball and hockey games have yet to be announced.  

UST men’s hockey coach Rico Blasi recently found 
himself in need of hiring an assistant when Stu Bickel, 
who had signed on early in the summer, left for an 
assistant’s position with the American Hockey League 
(AHL) Springfield Thunderbirds, the top farm club of the 
Saint Louis Blues. 

Fortunately for Blasi, he didn’t have to look far for a 
replacement. Cory Laylin, who had been the head coach 
at Hamline University for the past seven years, moved a 
couple of miles south and joined Blasi’s staff. Laylin led 
the Pipers to an NCAA playoff berth in his first season, 
including an MIAC playoff win at Saint Thomas. He 
played several years in Europe and has helped place 
several players in professional hockey, both here and as 
far away as Australia.

Once a teammate, always a teammate 
In the mid-1990s, Trent Eigner and Jared Bednar were 

defensive partners with the Huntington Blizzard of the 
East Coast Hockey League (ECHL). If you play together 
for any length of time on the blue line, you develop a 
camaraderie that often extends to matters off the ice.  

Eigner and Bednar went their separate ways after 
playing for the Blizzard, but they stayed in touch. Eigner 
landed in El Paso, where he played parts of four more 
seasons, while Bednar moved around for various teams in 
the ECHL and AHL.  

Both ended up coaching. Bednar started with the ECHL 
South Carolina Stingrays as an assistant and later a head 
coach. He moved around quite a bit as coach in the minor 
league system before being hired as the boss of the NHL 
Colorado Avalanche in 2016. The Avs have improved 
slightly each year he has been there. Last season, they 
finished first in the West Division, but were knocked 
out by Las Vegas in the second round of the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs.  

Eigner guided Lakeville North to four trips to the state 
boys’ hockey tournament, winning the 2015 Class AA 
title. He moved to Saint Thomas Academy for the 2019-20 
season. The Cadets made tournament appearances both 
seasons since his arrival there.  

Hockey coaches do get some time off, so these former 
partners hooked up for a couple of rounds of golf. 
However, their skates are never out of reach. Thus it was 
the other day that when Eigner was conducting a clinic 
for Squirt and Pee Wee players, he invited Bednar along to 
help instruct the youngsters on some of the finer points of 
the game. Afterward, there was a lunch, a question-and-
answer session and time for autographs. 

“We talk all the time,” Eigner said. “It just worked out 
that I was doing this clinic while he was here. It was a lot 
of fun.”

Bednar’s fun time is about over. NHL training camps 
open in about a month. Eigner has a little longer to 
wait. Last season’s truncated boys’ high school hockey 

The Wright Call
By Dave Wright
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By Bill Wagner

Another prep football season 
kicks off this week amid rising 
cases of COVID-19, but there’s 

still reason for optimism. Though 
teams are set to begin play knowing 
guidelines could change in the blink 
of an eye, many believe there can 
be a much more business-as-usual  
approach to the 2021 season.

Of the six local football teams pro-
filed here, not one had reported a case 
of the virus as of August 24.

“Anything has got to be better than 
a year ago,” said Central coach Scott 
Howell, whose squad went 1-2 in a 
virus-shortened 2020 season. 

Two Rivers coach Tom Orth said 
knowledge about the virus has made 
a difference from one year to the next. 
“I think there are fewer unknowns 
this time,” he said.

“We know so much more about 
it that we did a year ago,” said Saint 
Thomas Academy coach Dan O’Brien. 
“We tell the kids to be thankful when 
you get to play, and to be aware that 
there’s a chance you’ll have to adjust 
on the fly.”

Some coaches said their participa-
tion has dropped. It’s unclear if that’s 
due to COVID-19 or the perceived 
danger of playing football that has 
come to the forefront in recent years.

Highland Park coach Jonathan 
Brown said his numbers have de-
creased by 15-20 players to about 45 
for two teams. He added that the virus 
also had an effect on one important 
aspect of the game due to last year’s 
shortened season. “We lost a year of 
(player) development,” he said.

Here’s a look at how the local teams 
stack up for this fall’s campaign:

CenTral
league: Twin City Gold
last year’s record: 1-2
Coach: Scott Howell

Key players: senior wide receivers/
defensive backs Tyrese Edwards and 
Jacob Menssen, senior wide receiver/
cornerback Dre Dunkins, senior run-
ning back/linebacker Josh Sims.

Outlook: Central has some horses, 
but lacks experience. “We’re a young 
team with a lot of juniors,” Howell 
said. “We’re pretty good on defense. 
Our offense will have its ups and 
downs, but I think we’ll be pretty 
competitive.” He sees Minneapo-
lis North and Washburn as the top 
threats in its league.

CreTin-derham hall
league: Metro East
last year’s record: 1-6
Coach: Chuck Miesbauer

Key players: senior defensive back/
safety/quarterback/wide receiver Tre 
Holloman, senior running back Will 
Haider, senior lineman/tight end/
fullback Josh Flaminio, senior line-
man James Morrison.

Outlook: Coach Miesbauer figures 
that his team will have a solid group 
on the offensive line and some good 

athletes on the perimeter. The Raid-
ers, who now compete in Class 
AAAAA, will have to face the likes of 
Mahtomedi and Saint Thomas Acad-
emy. However, Miesbauer said, “I feel 
we should be able to win a lot of foot-
ball games.”

highland parK
league: Twin City Gold
last year’s record: 1-3
Coach: Jonathan Brown

Key players: sophomore running 
back Melvin Mensah, junior wide re-
ceiver Shea Landa, senior defensive 
end/tight end Jerome Treadwell, se-
nior fullback/linebacker Andrew Ali. 

Outlook: Coach Brown thinks the 
Scots should do well and perhaps lead 
the Twin City Gold Division. “Our 
goal is to be on top of it,” he said. “I 
think we’ll be much improved. We’ll 
be pretty competitive, but I know our 
district is pretty good.”

SainT ThOmaS aCademy
league: Suburban Maroon
last year’s record: 6-0
Coach: Dan O’Brien

Key players: senior wide receiver 
Brady O’Neil, senior lineman Leo 
Bluhm, junior linebacker Jackson 
Cergioglu, senior defensive back Zach 
Santrizos. 

Outlook: O’Brien said this is the 
toughest rebuild he has faced as STA’s 
coach. The Cadets defeated Henry 
Sibley (now Two Rivers) in the section 
championship game last year, but 
they have 16 of 22 starters in need of 
replacing this season. “I think there’s 

some talent here,” O’Brien said, “but 
we’re young and inexperienced and 
will probably start some sophomores. 
We’ve got our work cut out for us.”

SmB wOlfpaCK
(SPA/Minnehaha/Blake)

league: Twin City Green
last year’s record: 3-3
Coach: Chris Goodwin

Key players: senior running back 
Sonjay Redd, junior defensive line-
man Chase Carter, senior wide re-
ceiver Elijah Wade, senior linebacker/
fullback Michael Hall.

Outlook: The Wolfpack figure to score 
points and allow them early on, but 
assistant coach Joe Protzmann knows 
what’s high on his list of priorities as 
the season progresses. “I’d  like to see 
an improving defense and a team that 
gains yards on the ground,” he said. 
Protzmann tabs Fridley, Minneapolis 
North and Park Center as tough foes 
this fall.

TwO riverS
league: Suburban Maroon
last year’s record: 3-4
Coach: Tom Orth

Key players: senior defensive end 
Max Mogelson, senior linebacker/of-
fensive tackle Eric Wail, senior line-
man Adam Wail, senior wide receiver 
Carl Stroffer.

Outlook: Orth believes his players are 
capable of some good things if they 
stay healthy. “I like our prospects,” he 
said, adding that he expects foes like 
Apple Valley, Hastings and CDH to 
also be tough.

Prep football preview
Teams take field with fewer unknowns this fall

Two Rivers senior lineman Colin Tentis spins through agility drills. Photo By BraD Stauffer

Central
Sept. 3 vs. Washburn
Sept. 10 at Richfield
Sept. 18 vs. Como Park
Sept. 23 at Highland

Cretin-derham hall
Sept. 2 vs. Spring L. Park
Sept. 10 at Mahtomedi
Sept. 17 vs. STA 
Sept. 24 at Apple Valley

highland park
Sept. 2 vs. Southwest
Sept. 10 at B. Kennedy
Sept. 18 at Johnson
Sept. 23 vs. Central

St. Thomas academy
Sept. 3 at South St. Paul
Sept. 9 vs. Two Rivers
Sept. 17 at CDH
Sept. 24 vs. Hastings

SmB wolfpack
Sept. 2 at Fridley
Sept. 10 vs. North St. Paul
Sept. 17 at DeLaSalle
Sept. 24 at Mpls. North

Two rivers
Sept. 2 vs. Tartan
Sept. 9 at STA
Sept. 17 vs. St. Louis Park
Sept. 24 at Hill-Murray

High school football September schedules
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schedule meant that 
the traditional ice battle 
between Saint Thomas 
Academy and Cretin-
Derham Hall didn’t take 
place. The two schools 
will make up for it this 
year with two games. The 
Cadets and Raiders open 
the season against each 
other on November 27 
at the Bloomington Ice 
Garden and will have a 
rematch on December 21 at STA. 

A man everybody liked 
Will Rogers once said, “I never met 

a man I didn’t like.” Turn that phrase 
around slightly and you have the epitaph 
for Saint Paulite Mike Fitzgerald, who 
passed away recently at age 78. 

“I don’t know of anybody who didn’t 
like Mike or said a bad word about him,” 
said Catholic Athletic Association head 
honcho Mark Courtney. “He was always 
available to coach or officiate wherever he 
was needed.” 

Last spring, Fitzgerald, who had 
officiated various CAA sports and also 
coached in the league over the years, told 
Courtney he was ready to umpire a few 
games if needed.  

A 1961 Saint Agnes grad, Fitzgerald 
taught and coached at his alma mater 
for decades. Later, he moved to Saint 
Bernard’s. Since the Aggies and Bulldogs 
generally got along about as well as the 
Capulets and Montagues, it was a tribute 
to Fitzgerald that nobody at Saint Agnes 
uttered a disparaging remark when he 
switched sides.

Courtney recalled an officiating incident 
that provided all one needed to know 
about Fitzgerald. “Two of us were working 

a B-squad football game,” Courtney 
recalled. “My partner inadvertently blew a 
premature whistle twice that stopped play 
and hurt Mike’s team on both occasions. 
One of them probably cost them a 
touchdown. His assistant blew up, but 
Mike never said a word to us. I did hear 
him say to his assistant, ‘These guys know 
what they’re doing. Let it go.’”

Golf tourney to honor Gary Podas 
For more than four decades, high 

school coach Gary Podas could be 
found at the Highland Park golf course, 
patiently teaching his Scot players the 
fundamentals of the game. But time 
eventually catches up to everybody and 
Podas retired last spring following one last 
conference championship triumph, his 
fifth in the last six years and eighth in his 
long career.  

Podas will be feted at the school’s 
annual four-man scramble golf 
tournament on Saturday, September 11, 
at Highland National. Dinner will follow. 
Only a few spots remain at $100 per 
player. Contact Bob Wokasch at 651-699-
8536 or via email at Woks474@gmail.
com.

Dave Wright is at dwright53@msn.com.

15b wright call

Trent Eigner and Jared Bednar (standing first and sixth from left) 
during a hockey clinic for Squirts and Pee Wees. St. thomaS academy photo

Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Meetings remain online—Due to the ongoing im-
pacts of COVID-19, the Highland District Council’s plan 
to move toward in-person board and committee meetings 
has been postponed. The decision will be re-evaluated in 
the coming weeks. For upcoming meetings, see highland 
districtcouncil.org/calendar.

Garage sale weekend—Highland Park’s Garage Fest 
will take place from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 
September 10-11. A map of garage sale locations will be 
posted by September 7 on the HDC’s website. 

Citywide drop-off event—The city of Saint Paul will 
host an appliance, electronics and mattress drop-off event 
from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, September 18, at the northeast 
corner of the Minnesota State Fairgrounds. Fees will apply 
($5-25 per item), but paper shredding and cardboard col-
lection will be done for free. For details, see tinyurl.com/
utwjtp2c. The HDC will help pick up items for seniors who 
need assistance. To schedule a pickup, call the HDC office 
or email info@highlanddistrictcouncil.org.

Upcoming meetings—board of directors, 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, September 2; and Transportation Committee, 7 p.m.  
Tuesday, September 14. All HDC meetings will be held 
online via Zoom until further notice. Links to access the 
meetings are posted on the website. For all future meet-
ings, see highlanddistrictcouncil.org/calendar. 

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Mac-Grove Fest—This year’s Mac-Grove Fest will be 
held from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, September 11, on the 
fields of the Edgcumbe Recreation Center, 320 S. Griggs St. 
The festival celebrates the businesses, organizations, art-
ists and residents who help make Macalester-Groveland a 
great place to live, work, learn and play. For the schedule of 
activities, see macgrove.org/macgrovefest.

Citywide drop-off—Saint Paul’s fall citywide drop-off 
event will be held from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, September 

18, at the northeast corner of the Minnesota State Fair-
grounds. Volunteers are needed to pick up items for se-
niors. Email mgcc@macgrove.org.

Volunteers needed—There currently is an open seat 
for a representative of an at-large faith institution on the  
Macalester-Groveland Community Council’s board of di-
rectors. Volunteers also are needed to help lead kids’ activ-
ities, oversee zero waste efforts, greet attendees and more 
at the Mac-Grove Fest on September 11. Those who are  
interested should contact the community council.

Upcoming meetings—Inclusivity Task Force on Thurs-
day, September 2; board of directors on Thursday, Septem-
ber 9; and Housing and Land Use Committee on Wednes-
day, September 22. All of the meetings will be held virtually 
at 6:30 p.m. To receive monthly meeting notices and Zoom 
information, sign up at macgrove.org/participate.

Summit Hill
summithillassociation.org • 651-222-1222

Summit Hill Fall Festival—The Summit Hill Associa-
tion is inviting neighbors to a fall festival from 5-8 p.m. 
Thursday, October 14, at Linwood Park, 860 Saint Clair 
Ave. The festival will feature food trucks, live music, kids’ 
activities, pumpkin decorating, warm apple cider and hot 
cocoa. For more, see summithillassociation.org/calendar.  

Join the board—Those who would like to represent the 
Summit Hill neighborhood as a member of the associa-
tion’s board of directors are being encouraged to apply at 
summithillassociation.org/join-the-board. New members 
may be appointed to an open position at the September 9 
board meeting or the October 14 annual meeting.

Committee openings —Those who have an interest in 
pedestrian safety, environmental conservation, commu-
nications, fundraising or racial equity are being encour-
aged to consider volunteering for one of the SHA’s stand-
ing or ad-hoc committees. Information can be found at 
summithillassociation.org/become-a-volunteer

Upcoming meetings—board of directors, 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, September 9, via Zoom; Environment Committee, 6 
p.m. Tuesday, September 14, via Zoom; annual meeting 
and board elections, 7 p.m. Thursday, October 14, outside  

Linwood Park. For updated information and participation 
links, visit summithillassociation.org/calendar.

Summit-University
summit-university.org • 651-228-1855

Board elections—The annual elections for the Summit-
University Planning Council’s board of directors will run 
from September 1-14. Residents from the Summit-Univer-
sity neighborhood over age 16 may vote online by visiting 
the website or may call the office to request a paper ballot. 
They may also vote in person from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, 
September 11, at the Selby Avenue JazzFest.  

West Seventh
fortroadfederation.org • 651-298-5599

Understanding homelessness—A virtual neighbor-
hood event called Fort Road Focus: Understanding Home-
lessness will be held at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, September 9, 
via Zoom. Representatives of local governments and social 
service agencies will explain how they cooperatively work 
to connect people experiencing homelessness with social 
services and what those services are. The first 15 minutes 
will be recorded and made available afterward. The re-
maining 45 minutes will be devoted to audience questions 
and discussion. Register for the Zoom link at FortRoad 
Federation.org.

Drop-off event—A citywide drop-off for bulky house-
hold items will be held from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, Sep-
tember 18, at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds. For infor-
mation, see tinyurl.com/ans43dps. West Seventh seniors 
who need assistance getting their bulky items dropped off 
should email Emily@fortroadfederation.org.

Upcoming meetings—Transportation and Land Use 
Committee to hear about the update of the Saint Paul Bi-
cycle Plan, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, September 1; Fort Road 
Focus: Understanding Homelessness, 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
September 9; board of directors, 7 p.m. Monday, Septem-
ber 13; and Community Engagement Committee, 6:30 
p.m. Thursday, September  16. Details can be found at  
fortroadfederation.org/calendar.

District Councils
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CLASSIFIEDS
home services   

GREG’S HARDWOOD Floors, inc. 
Installation, sand and refinish. Free 
estimates. 651-214-4959. In business 
since 2002.

WOOD DECKS/Wood Fences. License 
#BC581059. Troy’s Decks & Wood 
Fences, 651-210-1387.

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It’s that time of year again! Protect 
your roof and have your gut-
ters cleaned today! Call Ryan, 651- 
690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

JOE’S CARPET SERVICE. Restretching 
and repairs. 25+ years’ experience. 
612-369-5777 or bit.ly/joescarpet

*FENCE ESTIMATES*
D.W. Fence. Call Ed, 763-786-4691.

F R E D D I E ’ S  J U N K  R e m o v a l . 
Commercial. Residential. Low rates. 
Free estimates. 651-442-0993.

LICENSED PLUMBER available for your 
old home’s remodel and plumbing 
improvements. GC inquiries welcome. 
Paul, 651-263-3623. DannerPlumbing.
com

MASONRY REPAIR. Brick, foundation, 
stairs, sidewalks, tuckpointing, small 
concrete. Daniel, 651-248-5757.

LAWN/LANDscAPe/sNoW  
FEW THINGS ADD more curb appeal 
than a thick, healthy lawn showcasing 
your beautifully landscaped property. 
Advertise your business in the Lawn 
and Landscape section in upcoming 
MyVillagers. Call 651-699-1462 ext 10 
or email WantAds@MyVillager.com

TREE WORK & Stump Removal. A Tree 
Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

home services   
BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured, bonded. 
License #BC126373; 651-699-8900.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul busi-
ness since 2004. A+ rating with the 
Minnesota Better Business Bureau. 
Licensed/Insured. 651-387-2955 
LighthouseMoving.com

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates, 651-287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One Construction. 
Stop leaks. Hail and storm damage. 
Licensed plumbers and electricians 
working with us. Everything from 
basements to chimneys. Kitchens, 
bathrooms, all flooring (including 
hardwood), concrete, windows, brick 
block, painting. Siding and roofs. 
Insured. License #BC635082. Angie’s 
List! BBB. Free estimates. Jeff, 651-
285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in 
Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality work, 
30 years’ experience. 651-483-8581, 
Jerry.

*RELIABLEMAINTENANCE 
ANDREPAIR.COM*

Remodeling and Handyman Services. 
MN License #BC665235. 651-262-9765.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*
Complete chair re-glue since 1960. 
651-699-4022.

home imProvemeNt
STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column 
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612- 
940-7591 or theturningpointwood 
works.com 

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Walks, drives, 
patios, steps, bricks, blocks and re-
pairs. Resurface interior and exterior 
walls. Mark, 763-607-3941.

EVERYTHING DRYWALL. Sheetrock, 
plaster, textures, skim coating 
and painting. Insured. David, 612- 
554-3028.

YOUR LOCAL source for con-
crete work. Driveways, Sidewalks, 
Patios and More. Call 612-930-7071. 
NeighborhoodConcrete.com

home services    
MYVILLAGER HOME SERVICES category 
offers handyman, moving, window & 
gutter cleaning, repair & clean out, 
hauling, demolition, painting etc. 
Advertise YOUR Home Service in the 
next MyVillager! Call 651-699-1462 ext 
10 or email WantAds@MyVillager.com 

home imProvemeNt
STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality Interior/
Exterior; 30+ years; good references. 
651-207-2249. stevepaintsmsp@
gmail.com

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing. 
Remodeling. Tile. Professional. 
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651-
276-7094.

BILL’S PAINTING. 38 years’ experience; 
painting, wallpaper, staining, textur-
ing. Plaster repairs. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Attention to detail. Call 
Bill, 612-790-1266.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. Kitchen, 
Bath specialty. 25+ years’ excep-
tional experience. Licensed. Insured. 
Martin, 612-701-5394.

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815. Basement bath?

RUBEN’S CONCRETE. Free estimates. 
Steps, sidewalks, driveways. 30 years’ 
experience. 651-500-0980.

WANteD to buy
OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz, 
Country, Soul, more. 651-224-4947.

HIGHEST CASH for costume jewelry. 
We make house calls. 612-729-3110. 

home imProvemeNt
PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential 
roofing. Local ref erences. License 
#RR155317. Insured. Member BBB. Call 
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN’S PAINTING/Repair. Wood 
frame, stucco, power washing, glaz-
ing, staining, cement work. Insured. 
651-699-2832.

PAINTING. WALLPAPER. Patch. Interior. 
Exterior. Small jobs wanted. Jim, 612-
202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING, 
CEILING TEXTURING. MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BOND ED,  INSURED.  MERRIAM 
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-224-3660; 
“A NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.” 
MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences, 
porches. Reasonable rates. Personal, 
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651- 
285-3237.

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High quality 
work at affordable rates. Full service 
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

MIKE MOHS Construction Co. All 
types roofing/gutters. Siding, win-
dows/skylights. Honesty and in-
tegrity for 50 years! Family owned, 
operated. Licensed, bonded, insured. 
#BC005456. Scott, 612-701-2209.

GArAGe sALes
1307 PORTLAND AVENUE. Home 
goods, miscellaneous. September 
9-10, 9am-5pm; September 11, 9am-
12N. Face mask required.

For sALe             
MYVILLAGER memberships are for 
sale! Get your newspaper delivered 
via the post office. Join us today! 
www.MyVillager.com

SECOND CHANCE Surplus. We sell 
tools, furniture, toys and more. 
Small friendly, family-owned busi-
ness. Most items 30 to 40% off. 445 
Broadway Avenue, St. Paul Park, MN 
55071. 651-493-3930.

CHOO CHOO BOB’S, the iconic train 
and children’s toy store, closed due 
to COVID. All fixtures and fixed as-
sets are available, along with the 
name and rights that go with the 
name. Reopen at your preferred 
location and you are in business! 
Opportunities in Business. 612- 
331-8392.

HEADBOARD, VANITY, Dresser. Vintage 
Cherrywood by Drexler. $450/OBO. 
651-646-5175.

FIREWOOD. FREE delivery. 90% oak, 
2-year seasoned; stacked solid 
4’x8’x16”, $175, unless bigger quan-
tity. Order before the rain and snow 
comes. Call Mark, 320-980-1637.

WANteD to buy
DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique 
jewelry. We know and appreciate the 
value of your jewelry. R. F. Moeller 
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651- 
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, advertis-
ing, beer memorabilia, old clothing 
and more. 651-227-2469.

Classified & legal ads
Phone 651-699-1462

Email WantAds@MyVillager.com
Classified Categories, ad submission & more info 

available at MyVillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 5% discount for 

prepayment of 7 issues. 10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues. Legal 
notices are 60¢ per word. All classifieds and legals are prepaid by cash, 

check or credit card. We do not accept ads over the telephone.

Next Issue: September 15 . . . . . Deadline: September 8

Continued page 18

Fabulous Customer Reviews!
Experts specializing in…
 Patching Window/Stucco Repairs Stone—New & Repair
 New Stucco Re-Stucco Sandblasting

BUILDING THE FUTURE —
RESTORING THE PAST

Aaron Cole

Lance SmithSMITHCOLE.COM HageConcrete.com

TM

www.landscapesbyscott.com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:
   612.868.7787

RESIDENTIAL   651690-4710  COMMERCIAL
mymnconcreteguy.com

LICENSED   •     bonded     •    insured

                           •  Exposed Aggregate
                       • Footings  • Foundations
                       • steps  • sidewalks  • Patios 
                      • Garage slabs  • driveways
                    • Patterned Concrete
            • Mortar-less retaining Wall systems

By Jane Mcclure

More than $5.1 million from the fed-

eral American Rescue Plan will be 

spent on a variety of pressing needs 

in Saint Paul, including increased public safe-

ty measures, criminal court prosecutions, and 

street and crosswalk restriping. The Saint Paul 

City Council on July 28 approved the expendi-

tures, but not before an hour of debate and de-

mands for more council involvement in future 

spending decisions. How to use another $162 

million in federal funds is still to be decided.

Council members Mitra Jalali and Nelsie 

Yang tried to eliminate $975,000 for addition-

al police patrols, but the motion failed on a 2-5 

vote. They wanted more details as to how that 

money would be spent. Jalali raised concerns 

that the patrols would be used in a punitive 

matter toward people who are homeless.

The patrol funds would be spent in targeted 

areas, including near the Freedom House day 

shelter on Grand Avenue and West Seventh 

Street. Other targeted locales are near the 

Central light rail station at Fifth and Cedar 

streets, Mears Park in Lowertown, and Pedro 

Park at 10th and Robert streets.

Other council members objected to what 

they saw as a lack of council involvement and 

By Jane Mcclure

Motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians 

have been frustrated this spring 

and summer with the profusion of 

construction-related detours in the Highland 

Park neighborhood. In addition to an unusu-

ally large number of Saint Paul Public Works 

Department projects, the Highland Bridge de-

velopment on the former Ford Plant site has 

closed portions of Ford Parkway, Mississippi 

River Boulevard, Cretin, Montreal and Cleve-

land avenues at times.

Residents south of Highland Village have 

struggled to get in and out of their neigh-

borhood. Marcia Avner, who lives on Cleve-

land near Magoffin Avenue, said it took her 

20 minutes one day to get home by car from 

Highland Village. “We have very few alterna-

tives to get in and out of our neighborhood,” 

she said.
In neighborhoods north and south of the 

122-acre Highland Bridge site, residential 

streets have been plagued by speeding vehi-

cles. Highland District Council (HDC) execu-

tive director Kathy Carruth said that is a big 

issue for residents who are worried about pe-

destrian safety, especially those with children.

After much debate, 
St. Paul uses $5.1M 
in rescue funds for 
backlog of needs

No relief in sight 
for summer road 
work in Highland
Detours are popping up north 
and south of Ford site project

City Council to review recommended rezoning of 695 Grand

Superior social.
Face painter Stephani Fenelon 

draws a rainbow on the face of 

Delaney Devine, 15, while her 

cousin Beatrice Devine, 9, looks 

on during the fourth annual 

Ice Cream Social and Senior Art 

Show hosted by Superior Senior 

Living, 161 Erie St., on July 27. At 

right, Jeanne LaBore keeps the 

contents of her cone from melt-

ing on the steamy evening, while 

her mother, Patricia McGuire, 

smiles behind her. The seniors 

also showed off the art they 

made during the pandemic.
PhoToS By BrAD STAuFFEr

By Jane Mcclure 

The plan to redevelop the site of the Di-

xie’s, Emmet’s and Saji-Ya restaurants 

with a five-story mixed-use build-

ing will be reviewed by the Saint Paul City 

Council in virtual public hearings at 3:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, August 4 and 11. 

The council will be considering a request to 

rezone the property at 695 Grand Ave. from 

business to Traditional Neighborhoods 3 

(TN3). The extended public hearing is intend-

ed to give the council more time to gather tes-

timony and review the dozens of emails and 

phone calls that have poured in on the project. 

A City Council decision on the rezoning could 

come as early as August 11.

TN3 zoning allows for a mix of business and 

residential uses. Buildings in that zone may be 

up to 55 feet high, or higher with a conditional 

use permit. The Saint Paul Planning Com-

mission on July 23 approved a conditional 

use permit for 695 Grand to allow a building 

height of 59 feet 10 inches. It also approved a 

setback variance for the project and variances 

to the East Grand Avenue Zoning Overlay Dis-

trict.
The overlay district limits building heights 

to three stories, building sizes to 75,000 

square feet and building footprints to 25,000 

square feet on Grand from Ayd Mill Road east 

to Dale Street. The proposed building would 

have a footprint of 30,500 square feet and a 

total floor area of 124,000 square feet. 

The redevelopment of 695 Grand has 

sparked months of debate in the surrounding 

Summit Hill and Summit-University neigh-

borhoods. Supporters say it will bring needed 

vitality to Grand Avenue and provide space 

for new businesses and housing. Opponents 

contend that it will change the character of 

Grand, create traffic and parking congestion 

and tower over adjacent properties, robbing 

them of natural light and openness.

The building would have 80 apartments on 

its four upper floors and space for four busi-

nesses on the ground floor, including Em-

mett’s, Saji-Ya and a third as yet unnamed 

restaurant. The Kenefick family, longtime 

owner of the commercial building at 695 

Grand, has partnered with developer Reuter 

Walton on the project. A previous attempt by 

the Keneficks to redevelop the site met vehe-

ment neighborhood opposition in 2018 and 

was quickly shelved.

The Planning Commission debated the 

project at length on July 23. At the heart of the 

debate was the East Grand Avenue Zoning 

Overlay District.
The zoning district was created in 2006 

to limit the size of new buildings and in that 

way preserve the character of the area and dis-

AmericAn rescue Funds  c3

highlAnd roAd closures  c2

695 grAnd Ave.  c3

August 4-17, 2021 
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WAY PAST REPAIR

Damaged Midway 
Center faces city 
demolition order c5

ON THE TOWN
SPORTS

Getting back 
to college c10

MMAA is inundated 

in ‘Many Waters’ c13

Pioneers are in it for 

love of the game c15

vieWPoinT. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

crime rePorT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

ArTs lisTings/KiosK . . . . . . . . . 14

disTricT councils . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

clAssiFieds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

CITY BEAT
Edgcumbe residents 
sue to block city’s plan 

for new sidewalks c4

HIGHLAND BRIDGE

Revisions eyed for lot 

coverage requirements 

on former Ford site c5

THE LINDEN

New luxury apartments 

in Mendota Hts. cater 

to those 55 & older c6

CONCENTRATION CONCERN

BZA postpones action 

on affordable housing 

projects in Highland c9

EDUCATION

Contact Gary for details
651-699-1462 • gball@myvillager.com

(Some restrictions apply)

NEW ADVERTISING PACKAGES
Buy your print ad and get an
online ad for 50% off!
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Serving Lakes Area Since
 1

95
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Chileen
Painting

   greg@chileen.com      

612-850-0325

• Interior Painting   • Exterior Painting
• Wood Finishing   • Water Damage Repair

• Patching   • Enameling   • Insurance Claims
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
housecleaning

GREEN CLEAN your Home. Non-toxic 
cleaning. Healthier for your family 
and the environment. Visit us at 
SuperiorGreenCleaning.com or call 
651-239-8752.

O SO CLEAN Housecleaning. 10+ years’ 
experience. Dependable, honest, 
trustworthy and flexible. Excellent 
references. The best for your nest! 
Call/text Maggie Nowak: 651-338-1612; 
email gstefani045@gmail.com

coMMeRcial cleaning
GREEN CLEAN your Business. Non-
toxic cleaning. Healthier for your em-
ployees, customers, and the 
environment. Visit us at Superior 
GreenCleaning.com or call 651- 
239-8752.

coMputeR/inteRnet/tV  
HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On site, 
free pickup, delivery, troubleshoot-
ing, upgrades, virus spyware removal, 
networking wired and wireless, in-
stallation. Great rates. 10 years in 
Highland. 651-698-7519; 651-470-3792. 

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service 
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-
207-8276.

office/pRoofReaDing
WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription. 
Typing. Copy Editing. Legal, academic, 
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

WeB/gRaphic Design
PROFESSIONAL WORDPRESS and 
WEBSITE DESIGN, development and 
maintenance. Graphic design of 
logos, flyers, invitations, newsletters, 
catalogs, brochures, etc. Also custom 
signs made to order for holiday gifts, 
businesses, sales, weddings, retire-
ment, etc. Fast, reasonable and local. 
25+ years’ experience. For details, text 
612-860-5137 or visit VelvetElvis.com

seWing/tailoRing
HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations. 
Tailoring. Women. Men. 712 South 
Cleveland. 651-698-6117. Highland 
Tailors.com

enteRtainMent
SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; weddings, 
private parties; listen at www.john 
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.

Music instRuction
PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University. 
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All 
Ages. Online lessons available. Gene 
Swanson, 651-269-6983.

LIVE (or online) PIANO or Flute lessons 
at Sue Stevenson’s Music Teaching 
Studio In St. Paul. Conservatory 
trained, References, 25 years’ ex-
perience. 651-336-5529. suesteven 
son357@gmail.com

laWn/lanDscape/snoW

*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
MURPHY’S LAWN & LANDSCAPE. 
30+ years. Local, family owned. 
Commercial. Residential. The best 
full service lawn and landscap-
ing in your neighborhood. pat@
PHMincorporated.com or www.
PHMincorporated.com

THE BEST Landscaping Services. 
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping. Design. 
Tree, shrub and plant knowledge, 
installation, grading, sodding, beds 
and gardens. Paver patios, walks, 
drives. Versa-Lok retaining walls. 651- 
227-2584; www.bluhmbrothers.com

SNOW REMOVAL. Seasonal cleanups. 
Gutter cleaning. Lawn service. Free 
estimates. Insured. 651-699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, 
U of MN. Certified Nursery and 
Landscape Professional. Living Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 612-
868-7787; LandscapesByScott.com

CNT SNOW REMOVAL and Lawn Care. 
Hedge trimming. Highland resident. 
Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Dean, 651-298-0781.

SEASONAL CLEANUP. Brush removal, 
light tree trimming, rototilling, haul-
ing. Jud, 651-230-2354.

URBANSCAPES. FLOWER & VEGETABLE 
BED MAINTENANCE, WEEDING, 
WATERING ETC. SMALL TREE & SHRUB 
PRUNING. WINTER SNOW SHOVELING. 
CALL MARTEY, 651-917-7982.

SHOVELING. Macalester area. Weekly, 
monthly, seasonal rates. Call/text Jim: 
612-202-5514.

*ROOF SNOW & ICE REMOVAL*
Professional. Experienced. Protect 
your roof. Ryan, Pates Roofing. 651-
690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

housecleaning
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable 
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates 
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

NICCI MAIDS. Professional House    
cleaning Services. Bonded and in-
sured. References. 651-253-5561.

MB’S CLEANING SERVICE. 27 years in 
business. Spring cleaning specials. 
$50 off 1st cleaning. Gift certificates. 
651-225-1960. mbscleaning.com

L + A CLEAN MACHINE. Quality service. 
Good pricing. Residential and com-
mercial cleaning. 770-837-1333.

QUALITY CLEANING you can depend 
on. 612-414-9241. 20+ years’ experi-
ence.

Continued

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

651-497-9891

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR 
& TuCkpoinTing

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

ConCrete & 
Masonry

new, repair & replace
step repair

Bobcat • Dump Truck
Demolition • Landscaping

Gary 651-423-6666

Landscape

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com
651•436•6568

Jeff Menard

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls

patios – steps – Walks
      

Chad Arneson

Rating

LANDSCAPING 
& MATERIALS
Sand, gravel, topsoil & 

compost delivered
Call Botany Bob @ 651-271-7462

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

Stump Grinding &
Ash Tree Injection
 ISA Certified Arborist
Dave  651 492 5216

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,

exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.
Call 651644-8567

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

ABEL’S CONCRETE

CELL: 651263-6572
FREE ESTIMATES

New & Repair • Foundation Repair
Brick • Tuckpointing • Concrete
Chimney Repair • Glass Block
Windows • Sidewalks & Steps

Remodeling • Painting • Roofing

LICENSED
INSURED

BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
• Installation  • Repair  • Refinishing
• Sanding (Dust Free)  • 18 yrs exp

Free Estimates
 651-230-7232    952-292-2349
 escobarflooring@gmail.com

      HYDEAND
     HARMSEN
 C O N S T R U C T I O N

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

651-373-1264
PanianConstruction.com

#BC319518Est. 1976

Repair & Rebuild

Tuckpointing
Chimneys

Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

Small Concrete Jobs
Bobcat & Dump Truck

Total Lawn Maintenance
Landscaping Projects
Shrub Maintenance

kernlawnservice.com
In business since 1984

Major Credit Cards aCCepted
651.207.5396

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

New CoNstruCtioN 
decks, doors, porches,

restoration & more

JL
OF

serViCes

651-276-8233

Remodel
Renovate
RestoRe

RUG CLEANING
Free pick up & delivery

Free Sanitizer application
Cleaned with non-toxic products

NatureWise ChemDry
651-341-0933 Text or Call
naturewisechemdry.com
West 7th ~ Locally Owned

HELP WANTED
Get paid to exercise!
Newspaper delivery people for both employee

and independent contractor positions.
Weekday and weekend routes available.

No early morning delivery.

CONTACT Kyle Stone at 651-487-1328
Independent Delivery Service

440 West Minnehaha Ave., St. Paul, MN 55103

Replace Your
Storm Windows

Wrought Iron
PaIntIng

Free Estimates
Mark 651.253.1436

InterConnect
Landscaping LLC

Family Owned

651-925-7356
No project too small.
• Lawn care   • Snow removal

• All landscaping projects
• Junk removal

interconnectlandscaping.com

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

ISA Certified Arborists
Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough
Tree Service

ConCrete
Sidewalks & Steps

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
BRICK, BLOCK

& stuCCO RepaIR
Over 25 yrs. Experience

Lic • Bonded • Ins
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

PLUMBING • REPAIR • REMODELING

All Star-Blue
    Star & Rounded reverse red

Master Plumber
Serving Highland Since 1984

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Free Estimates • 1 yr. warranty

Cell (612) 865-2369
~ No overtime charges ~
Angie’s Preferred List

Jack Stodola       MN #003414 PM

Rick’s Backyard
      FiRewood
$35 a Wheel barrel / $5 for bundle
Call for Delivery  651•278•8594

651-699-1462
Call for details

(some restrictions apply)

We NoW ACCept

Legal
Notices!

click through 
myVillager

Classifieds @
MyVillager.com
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for rent - residential

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment 
Homes available in the Highland Park 
and Crocus Hill areas. Call 651-698-
6111 today for rental information on 
several communities professionally 
managed by  Mid  Cont inent 
Management Corp. 

710 LINCOLN AVENUE. Third floor in 
elegant home. Separate entrance. 
2 bedroom, 1 bath. $1475 includes 
utilities. Craigslist: 7368487859. 651-
227-3916.

rooMMates Wanted
ROOMMATE WANTED. 2-bedroom, 
2-bath, furnished. Washer/dryer in 
unit. Pool/exercise room/controlled 
entry/bbq pits/jacuzzi/fireplace. No 
smoking, pet friendly. Rent $550 per 
month, does not include utilities. 
Located: River Crossing Apartments, 
1730 Graham Avenue West. Contact 
Joanne; 651-398-3753.

leGal notiCes
STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The fil-
ing is required for consumer protec-
tion in order to enable consumers to 
be able to identify the true owner of 
a business. 1. List the exact assumed 
name under which the business is or 
will be conducted: Vote Yes 4 
Minneapolis 2. List the Principal Place 
of Business: 231 Maria Avenue, St. 
Paul Minnesota 55106 United States 
3. List the name and complete street 
address of all persons conducting 
business under the above Assumed 
Name, OR if an entity, provide the 
legal corporate, LLC, or Limited 
Partnership name and registered of-
fice address: Vote Yes 4 Minneapolis; 
231 Maria Avenue, St. Paul Minnesota 
55106 United States 4. I, the under-
signed, certify that I am signing this 
document as the person whose sig-
nature is required, or as agent of the 
person(s) whose signature would be 
required who has authorized me to 
sign this document on his/her behalf, 
or in both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct and 
in compliance with the applicable 
chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I un-
derstand that by signing this docu-
ment I am subject to the penalties of 
perjury as set forth in Section 609.48 
as if I had signed this document 
under oath. Date filed: March 19, 2021 
Signed by: Emily Falenczykowski-
Scott Mailing Address: None Provided 
Email for Official Notices: emily. 
susann@gmail.com

Piano tUninG/ rePair
GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered piano 
tuner/technician. See website for 
coupon. 651-644-3111.

TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys? Excellent 
Service. Call/Text Torger, 651- 
230-0193.

HelP Wanted
Do you need employees? Did they all 
quit to go back to school? Place your 
ad in our economically priced Help 
Wanted section and all our loyal 
readers will have your job details! 
Call 651-699-1462 ext 10 or email 
WantAds@MyVillager.com

This newspaper will not knowingly 
 accept any advertising which is in 
violation of the law. No attention to 
race, color, religion, sex, sexual ori-
entation, gender identity, national 
origin, veteran or disability status 
will be allowed. Equal employment 
opportunity. 

ESTABLISHED HIGHLAND Park 
Montessori School seeks part-time/
full-time assistant teachers teacher 
aides and teachers. Text 712-292-9088 
or edgcumbemont@gmail.com

SENIOR QA ANALYST, ITR Group, Client 
sites and home office in Mpls/St. 
Paul metro area, HQ in Woodbury, 
MN. Responsible for developing, ex-
ecuting, and maintaining test cases, 
BS or for equiv in CS, IT Eng (EE, Mech, 
Civil), closely related & 5 years exp 
in HP-ALM, QTP, Selenium with Java, 
SQL/400, DB2/400, resume & cover 
ltr to sheeba@itrgroup.com

OUR SCHOOL located in Highland 
Park is looking for a 3rd grade 
teacher. Hours are part-time Monday-
Thursday, 1-4pm. Lubavitch Cheder 
Day School. Alison Kavanaugh, 651-
698-0556.

ST. ANTHONY Park United Church of 
Christ seeks custodian. 6 to 8 hours/
week, year round. www.sapucc.org 
for full description.

FLOWER DELIVERY, PT. Seeking enthu-
siastic person to deliver flowers and 
make peoples day when they receive 
a gift. Perfect job for retired person 
1-2 days per week and one Saturday 
per month. Have a flexible schedule 
being able to work full-time prior to 
floral holidays. Great exercise with a 
lot of walking and meeting people. 
Must have clean driving record and 
have no lifting restrictions. Apply in 
person to: Tom at A. Johnson & Sons 
Florist; 1738 Grand Ave, St. Paul, 651-
698-6000.

for rent - residential
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly  accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity.

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service
 • Clean • Repair • Install
  www.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured               Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson    651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/
    Skim Coating
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                          HEATING INC.

 651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Quality brush &
stump removal
• Small Tree Removal  • Tree Prunning
• Hedge/Shrub Removal & Trimming

                   612-369-1987No Job too Small  
Call Mike Arborist

Exteriors by DesignExteriors by Design

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior

• Free Estimates • References

                  Call Jesse 651-206-2454
#BC738852 ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

Odis quia volor magnist, velique et quam quam, unt adit ab init ommod quam et eat 
volupta quiate la cus, sequi repro expelique et que elis quias magnate laut moluptati cor 
alibusc iatium aut estotas mi, odit, sam fugias ut fugit, odigent oressequi num sitae nul-
lantem quia nonse oditioresto que vendemp orectem porate vidionsequis dolore pressim 
non consecaboria sim sit apiet quundam, qui re eosa intur. Buy it from Merriam Park 
Repair, 444 N. Prior, Saint Paul. 651-645-1443. www.YourWebSiteHere.com

Merriam Park Repair

Merriam Park Repair
444 N. Prior • St. Paul, MN  55104 • 651-645-1443

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

Small EnginE REpaiR
We service most makes and sell nEW!
•• In business since 1989 ••

Pickup & Delivery
• Established 1989 •

444 N. Prior • St. Paul  55104 • 651-645-1443
Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

Lic. #RR155317Licensed • Bonded • Insured
PatesRoofing.com

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

BASEMENT WINDOW GUY
Replacement Windows 
Glass Block Windows
FREE ESTIMATES  651-208-8210
BasementWindowGuy.com
Lic: BC646746   Frank Gardner Construction LLC

www.harlanfl oors.com • 612-251-4290

Local Service for Over 40 Years

• Installation
• Restoration
• Repairs
• Buff & Coat
“ We don’t cut corners – 
we scrape them!”

Harlan Hardwood SWJ NR2 2cx2.indd   1 7/22/11   5:22 PMMike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

You need 
a patio or 
landscape 
update! 

• Trimming  • Removals  • Stumps

651  699-7022 ( C ) 612 414-9241   rogertree.com

Roger’s
Tree

Service

ASh TReATmenTS “ Infuse it or LOSe it”

Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

Licensed / Insured / Free Estimates

Certified Arborist

24 HR EmERgEncy SERvicE
Tree Removal/Tree & 

Shrub Pruning & More
★ ★ 32 Years Exp ★ ★ 651.690.3200

allseasonstreemn.com

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

SPECIAL
Home Improvement Section
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Facebook.com/TheVillagerMN/

Join the more than

7,000
people who follow

on Facebook.



    

coldwellbankerhomes.com

Crocus Hill
821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park
1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

COLIN VOERDING
651-357-3667

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106

LOLLy MCNEELy
SALMEN

612-810-4138

phILIp M. WAhLbERG
651-336-2410

bRIAN WAGNER, M.ED.
651-497-4387

MIChAELA TOOhEy
651-253-6830

DEb SOuChERAy
651-263-0552

TOM EDELSTEIN, CRS
hENRy EDELSTEIN, CRS

651-695-4300

KAREN KELjIK
612-414-3245

SARAh KINNEy
MATChMAKER
651-231-2211

pATRICK RubLE
651-230-0903

NANCy bERGER
651-236-0636

Tj pIERRET
651-755-6669

DAVID NOyES, jR. 
REAL ESTATE GROup

651-233-0748

MORAGhAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697

CLAIRE bISANZ DISTAD
651-307-7260

MIChELE DuMOND
651-283-7996

GARy fAbEL
651-334-3659

MIKE jAMbOR
612-889-9773

MyA hONEyWELL
ThE hIVE

651-329-3619

RObbIE GROSSMAN
651-434-7887

MARY KNUDSEN
651-335-6619

jIM buRTON
651-690-8556

bRyAN bEDESSEM
612-382-8415

  

     

     

1439 Bayard avenue
Classic home near the Highland Golf 
course. 4BR’s—2 on main floor! Original 
woodwork and wood floors. Large family 
room. Newer mechanicals. 
Central air. fenced yard with 
fresh landscaping.

TJ PiERRET 
651-755-6669 • $350,000

1346 Portland ave, Saint Paul, Mn
Generations forward owners will benefit 
from green design everywhere you look! 
Lovingly designed by two owner-archi-
tects, this neighborhood 
gem features solar panels on 
both the house and garage.

      MYA HoNEYwEll
 651-329-3619 • $550,000

1262 JaMeS avenue   
Loaded with charm and character. 3+ BR, 1BA home. 
Incredibly spacious layout including formal living RM w/FP, 
DR, eat-in kitchen, large main floor BR and 3 upper-level 
BR spaces, LL family room. Updates 
in windows, furnace. 2 car gar. A must 
see! Contact David Noyes Jr. at www.
davidnoyesjr.com for a private showing. 

DAviD NoYES JR.
651-233-0748 • $385,000 

SunfiSh lake
Set on a gorgeous 2.5 acre lot - architect designed 
with meticulous attention to detail - flexible living 
spaces - plenty of room for guests - dining room 
opens to patio overlooking private 
backyard-sweet casual dining on 
porch - LL media room  is a fun 
space. Call or text for more details.

KAREN KElJiK CRS
612-414-3245

charMing & rare raMSey hill!
Storybook home features 2 BR, 1 BA, porch, 
skylights, wonderful kitchen w/south facing 
windows and 2 plus car garage. Close to 
the chic restaurants and shops 
of Cathedral Hill and dynamic 
nightlife of Downtown Saint 
Paul! Call for details.

SARAH KiNNEY AND FRiENDS
651-270-6409

SARAH KiNNEY
AND FRiENDS 
651-270-6409

www.sarahkinney.com

hiStoric and renowned!
Famous Cass Gilbert 2-story plus red brick row 
house in Ramsey Hill, features 3 BR, 2 BA, 3 
fireplaces, with over 2600 sq. ft. and has been 
completely renovated with AC & 
new roof in 2021. Open and airy, 
sunny and bright, you will love the 
lush garden patio! Call for Details.

SARAH KiNNEY AND FRiENDS 
651-497-4387

wonderful cathedral hill condo!
This Cathedral Hill condo gushes with character & charm, and 
is pristine and restored to its original beauty. It has a sensa-
tional wood burning fireplace with an eye-catching decorative 
mantel. It also has a newly updated kitchen with stainless steel 
appliances, new countertops, and an abundance of hickory 
cabinets. You will love the fabulous balcony with tree-top and 
magical cathedral views! Call for details.

elegant georgian revival!    
Gorgeous 6 bedroom home in Merriam Park’s 
Pill Hill.  Over 4,100 square feet with beautiful 
woodwork, hardwood floors, and central air.  
2121 Iglehart. www.wahlbergtoohey.com

MiCHAElA TooHEY 
PHiliP wAHlbERG 
651-336-2410
$825,000

act Quickly!!!
1934 Sargent Ave: Striking 3 bedroom 
two story. New roof, gutters, insulation 
and windows 5 yrs ago. New boiler, 
water htr, chimney liner 2019. 
New electric service 2021. 
Freshly painted and ready to 
move into.     
         JiM bURToN
  651-690-8556 • $389,000

JuSt liSted!!!
1857 Rolling Green Curve: Stunning 3 BR, 3 
bath home in immaculate condition. Gleaming 
hardwood floors in the family sized kitchen, 
and entertainment sized living 
and dining rooms. Fabulous 
back yard with inground pool, 
deck, patio and porch.     
         JiM bURToN
  651-690-8556 • $549,000

ANITA C. hILL
651-707-6408

PaMPered Perfection!
Expect to be envied in this captivating 3BR, 3BA 
twinhome, boasting updated splendor and amaz-
ing views from every room! Gleaming hardwood, 
2-Story living room, private own-
er’s suite, rooftop deck, gorgeous 
setting. 603 Summit Avenue. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com  

HENRY EDElSTEiN crs
651-270-1667 • $585,000

Sun-SPlaShed condo!
Enjoy easy living in this bright 2BR at Highland 
Pointe. Spacious living/dining room with access 
to a private deck. Beautiful kitchen with breakfast 
bar, luxurious bath with jetted tub, 
“hidden” laundry, heated parking 
stall. 1800 Graham Avenue #207. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com  

HENRY EDElSTEiN crs
651-270-1667 • $225,000

loved By the SaMe ownerS for 30 yearS!    
Discover this pampered 4BR, 4BA mere steps to 
Highland Village! Main floor sunroom and office, 
formal dining, living room with fireplace. Family 
room with new carpet, fenced 
backyard with patio, attached 2-car. 
669 Howell Street South. *click on 
www.teamedelstein.com

ToM EDElSTEiN CRS, ABR
651-695-4300 • $550,000

203 winifred St w 
West Side sunny, light-filled home with open 
floorplan!  Spacious front porch, living room and 
dining room. Dining room offers easy access to 
back yard deck and yard for easy 
entertaining.  Central air, two car 
garage, and LOTS of storage! 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JoHNSoN crs, GRi
651-329-1264

conSidering Selling?    
Let us help you create a GREAT customized 
plan for YOUR success! Private virtual or 
phone meetings easily arranged! Call Sue at 
651-329-1264 or email 
suejohnson@cbburnet.com.

   SUE JoHNSoN crs, GRi
        651-329-1264
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new liSt in weSt Saint Paul!
Sprawling executive all-brick rambler offers 4 
bedrooms, 3 baths, including main  floor own-
er’s suite with connecting sun room and porch.  
Lower level family room with 
gas fireplace,  3 bedrooms, plus 
extensive landscaping with pri-
vate patio. Call Lolly for details!

lollY MCNEElY SAlMEN 
612-810-4138 • $549,900

location, location!!
The very heart of Mac-Groveland is home to 
1971 Sargent offering 3BR’s, 2BA’s, main floor 
family gathering space and flex office along w/
formal living & dining rooms w/
exceptional curb appeal. Schools, 
parks, eateries, and  the River just 
steps away. Call Lolly for details!

lollY MCNEElY SAlMEN 
612-810-4138 • $435,000

lollY MCNEElY SAlMEN 
612-810-4138
MoRAGHAN DeRoSiA
952-486-3697

34 kenwood Pkwy-refreShed with new Price!  
Rare opportunity offers spectacular location w/panoramic 
views is this late 20’s Clarence Johnston design. Stately 
stone 4BR, 4BA 2 story w/state-of-the-art improvements 
from roof to windows to mechanicals. Sun-drenched 
formal and informal areas await. Absolutely captivating!
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1676 MiSSiSSiPPi river Blvd
This mid-century home offers stunning 
views of the river valley as well as a large 
private backyard with a swimming pool.   
3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms 
and plenty of opportunity in 
the lower level.  
AnotherHomeSoldByMary.com

MARY KNUDSEN crs 
651-335-6619 • $765,000


