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Q Memorial events at end of September

David Quintal at home with one of his 
daughters. The Q Memorial Scholarship was 
created in his honor after his sudden death 
in September, 2020. Fundraising events will 
take place in Gorham from Sept. 20-Oct. 2. 
(Photo courtesy of the Quintal family)

From Q Memorial

GORHAM – The inaugural Q Me-
morial Events are fast approaching!

Proceeds from all Q Memorial 
fundraising events in 2021 will be used 
to award scholarships to Gorham High 
School students in memory of David Mi-
chael Quintal “Q” and his contributions to 
the Gorham community, especially with 
softball.

The events are being coordinated by 
the Q Memorial Scholarship Team.

Quintal died unexpectedly from a 
massive heart attack at the age of 42 in on 
Sept. 27, 2020. 

The 2022 inaugural memorial schol-
arship will be awarded to a GHS senior 
who plays softball or baseball.

“Starting with the homerun Dave 
promised he would hit for me the day after 
we met, to the travel tournament Makay-
la (our daughter) played in the day Dave 
died and everything in between, baseball 

and softball were always a huge part of our 
family’s life,” said his wife, Sunny. 

Originally from Massachusetts, 
Quintal followed his brother’s footsteps 
and attended Saint Joseph’s College of 
Maine.

When St. Joe’s initiated their Hall of 
Fame, Quintal was an inaugural inductee 
for his performance on the baseball field, 
especially at bat.

He is remembered fondly as being 
highly competitive and for his ability to 
pass on his passion and love for baseball 
and softball to Makayla and her team-
mates, whom he coached through the 
years. “He got a great deal of joy from 
coaching young ladies and teaching them 
sport,” said Keith Cloutier, a close family 
friend. 

Quintal coached softball and bas-
ketball for six years and was a successful 
coach. His All-Star Softball team won a 
State title in Cal Ripken at the U10 lev-
el. The following year, Gorham’s softball 
program switched to Little League and his 
team won the District 6 Championship and 
finished third in the State Championship. 
He had a great deal of patience, which 
made him a great coach. The girls loved to 
play for him. 

Additionally, Quintal was a dedicat-
ed employee of Olympia Sports for nearly 
20 years, a backyard cornhole legend, and 
a loyal friend. He always had a smile on 
his face and was always positive. 

The biggest role Quintal dedicated 
himself to, however, was as a husband and 
dad. He loved “his girls” more than any-
thing. He was an extremely proud dad and 
tremendously devoted husband. His loss is 
felt every day among his family, friends, 
and in the Gorham community. 

In honor of Quintal and the first anni-
versary of his passing the events to benefit 
The Q Memorial Scholarship are:

* Thursday, Sept. 30: Q Memorial 
Blood Drive at Cressey United Methodist 
Church 1-6 p.m. 

* Friday, Oct. 1: Q Memorial Golf 
Tournament at Gorham Country Club; 9 
a.m. Shotgun Start 

* Saturday, Oct 2: Q Memorial Block 
Party at Junction Bowl 12-6 p.m. 

Sponsorships for these events are 
available at various levels. Other ways to 
contribute include providing items for the 
silent auction that is part of the events. 

Contact  qmemorialsponsors@gmail.
com, or Sunny Quintal at 207-615-5626.

David Quintal, a former softball coach in 
Gorham, shares a moment with his family 
after a game. Quintal died suddenly in Sep-
tember, 2020, and the first fundraiser for the 
Q Memorial Scholarship in his honor will 
take place at the end of September. (Photo 
courtesy of the Quintal family)

BJ’s donates 
$1 Million

From BJ’s

WESTBOROUGH, MA - BJ’s Whole-
sale Club, a leading operator of member-
ship warehouse clubs in the Eastern United 
States, donated $1 million from the BJ’s 
Charitable Foundation to Feeding Ameri-
ca®, in August.

Feeding America is the nation’s larg-
est domestic hunger-relief organization. BJ’s 
donation is part of the retailer’s efforts to 
help fight hunger by awarding grants to 50 
Feeding America member food banks in the 
Eastern United States to support child and 
family food assistance programs.

 “BJ’s is committed to nourishing our 
communities by providing families with ac-
cess to basic essentials including fresh, nu-
tritious food. We’re grateful for our longtime 
partnership with Feeding America as we 
work together to help provide meals to fam-
ilies in need,” said Bill Werner, executive 
director, BJ’s Charitable Foundation. “We’re 
proud to donate $1 million to Feeding Amer-
ica member food banks to help fight hunger 
in the local communities we serve.”

 Feeding America estimates that 42 
million people may experience food insecu-
rity, including 13 million children, due to the 
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2021. 
Moreover, households with children are 
more likely to experience food insecurity.

“Feeding America is grateful for BJ’s 
continued investment, which helps food 
banks expand access to more nutritious food 
for families who need it most,” said Casey 
Marsh, Chief Development Officer at Feed-
ing America. “The need for food assistance 
increased during the COVID-19 pandemic 
and every community in the country is home 
to neighbors who face hunger. Our part-
nership with BJ’s will continue to provide 
member food banks with essential resources 
to help families thrive and build a path to a 
more food-secure future.”

BJ’s Charitable Foundation grant 
marks the fourth $1 million donation to 
Feeding America member food banks lo-
cated in BJ’s footprint. Since 2011, BJ’s 
has provided ongoing support to food banks 
through the BJ’s Charitable Foundation and 
BJ’s Feeding Communities program, help-
ing local food banks expand their programs 
for children and families within their com-
munities.

BJ’s Feeding Communities program is 
a food rescue partnership, where the com-

See Donation, page 11

Lack of data stymies efforts to address firefighter shortage
By Vanessa Paolella of the Maine Mon-

itor

BIDDEFORD - Even when he works 
two consecutive 24-hour shifts, Chris Ab-
erle rarely sleeps at the fire station. 

Sometimes he tries. If he is lucky, 
he might pick up a couple hours of rest. 
But lately his shift has been getting calls 
at night.

“No one ever sleeps, you know, 
even if we had no calls from midnight to 
8 a.m.”, he said. “No one really sleeps be-
cause you’re just waiting for that bell to go 
off.”

Twenty-four hour shifts can be ex-

hausting, he said. Back-to-back 24-hour 
shifts are worse.

“It’s tough to stay two days in a row. 
Because you’re like, if you’ve been up all 
night, I don’t want to be here another day. 
It wrecks your body. It wrecks your body 
and trying to do it all over again the next 
day, you’re like, ‘Here we go.’ ”

Lately, Aberle and the other firefight-
ers at the Biddeford Fire Department have 
worked extra shifts, which are first as-
signed on a volunteer basis. If no one vol-
unteers, the fire chief informs the person 
at the top of the “force list” that they must 
take the shift.

See Shortage, page 8

Due to small rosters of firefighters in many 
Maine fire departments, multiple depart-
ments must respond to a call. At least eight 
departments responded to this fire in Knox 
County. (Photo courtesy of Whitefield Fire 
Department)
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“Protecting your assets, by 
finding the right products and 
pricing, is how I deliver on the 
promise.”

Nicole Lajoie
Licensed Agent
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• Hardscape
• Drainage Installs
• Retaining Walls
• Mowing
• Snow Plowing
• and more!

207-344-5212
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Newsmakers, Names & Faces
Blue Mass in Lewiston Sept. 19

A Blue Mass will be celebrated on Sept. 19 in the Basilica of Saints Peter & Paul in Lewiston. The mass honors law enforce-
ment officers, firefighters, and emergency personnel. (Photo courtesy of Portland Diocese)

From Portland Diocese

LEWISTON---Hun-
dreds of local, state, and 
federal law enforcement 
officers, firefighters, and 
emergency personnel will 
be recognized for their 
faithful commitment and 
self-sacrifice at the Blue 
Mass on Sunday, Sept. 19

The mass will be cel-
ebrated at 10:30 a.m., at 
the Basilica of Saints Peter 
& Paul on 122 Ash Street 
in Lewiston. 

People of all faiths 
are invited to attend and 
join in showing gratitude 
to these dedicated heroes. 
All active and retired 
members of the public 
safety community are en-
couraged to come with 
their families and in uni-
form.

National, state, and 
local dignitaries and elect-

ed representatives will 
also attend the Mass, in-
cluding Senator Susan 
Collins (R-ME).

The Blue Mass will 
be celebrated by Bishop 
Robert Deeley. 

“We are well-served 
by those who protect us 

and serve us. We need 
to pause to give them 
thanks,” said Bishop Dee-
ley. “We do not need to 
wait until a disaster strikes 
to be grateful for the dedi-
cation of all of those whose 
life work is the protection 
of the public. At the Blue 

Mass, our purpose is not 
only to thank them for 
their service to society, but 
also to thank God for that 
service, and to ask God’s 
blessing on each of them.” 

Deeley will bestow 
blessings on all who con-
tribute to the public health 

and safety of Maine, and 
prayers will be offered for 
those who have given their 
lives in the line of duty.

Members of the pub-
lic safety community will 
fulfill several roles at the 
Mass, including as readers 
and gift bearers, and color 

guards and a multi-juris-
dictional honor guard will 
be on hand.

Ladder trucks from 
the Lewiston Fire De-
partment and Auburn Fire 
Department will display 
the American flag across 
Bartlett Street prior to the 
Mass. 

The Blue Mass (re-
ferring to the blue uni-
forms that firefighters, law 
enforcement and other first 
responders wear) dates to 
1934 and is a venerable 
tradition in many dioceses.

The events of Sept. 
11, 2001, served as the 
impetus for the Diocese 
of Portland to institute the 
Blue Mass locally.

For more informa-
tion about the Blue Mass, 
including its history in the 
Diocese of Portland, visit 
www.portlanddiocese.org/
BlueMass. 

Clement running for Ward 6 re-election

Ward 6 Councilor Lee 
Clement has announced he 
is running for re-election for 
the seat. (Photo courtesy of 
Lee Clement)

From Lee Clement

LEWISTON - Lee 
Clement, the incumbent 
councilor in Ward 6 has 
announced his candidacy 
for re-election to a second 
term representing Lewis-
ton’s largest ward.

A retired law enforce-
ment and public safety ex-
ecutive with over 50 years’ 
experience in municipal 
and county government, 
Clement is running on a re-
cord of transparency, integ-
rity and strong constituent 
representation, a trademark 

of his elected service thus 
far.

Believing Lewiston 
is poised for positive de-
velopment and will be the 
next “big thing” for Maine, 
he wants to continue the 
work started by the current 
council before the pandem-
ic hit and forward move-
ment slowed to a crawl.

As Chairman of the 
Finance Committee, a gen-
eral assembly member of 
the Androscoggin Valley 
Council of Governments 
and member of the city 
loan qualification commit-

tee, he believes Lewiston 
needs to continue strong 
and common-sense fiscal 
management in order to 
provide needed services in 
a cost-effective manner. 

In addition to his civil 
service, he has been active 
in the Masons, holding var-
ious offices including Mas-
ter of Augusta Lodge No. 
141, District Deputy Grand 
Master of the 11th Masonic 
District of the Grand Lodge 
of Masons in Maine as well 
as Kora Temple Shriners in 
Lewiston where he is cur-
rently Senior Chief Provost 

Emeritus.
A sportsman and a 

Patron Life Member of the 
NRA, he was Vice Pres-
ident and Director of the 
Major Waldron Sports-
man’s Association in NH 
and is currently a mem-
ber of the Androscoggin 
County Fish & Game As-
sociation and a volunteer 
range safety officer for the 
Maine Department of In-
land Fisheries & Wildlife. 
In his neighborhood, he is 
a Director and Secretary 
of the Apple Valley Estates 
Homeowners’ Association. 

Married to Lewiston 
native Lucille Leclair for 
just shy of 50 years, he is 
the father of two grown 
children and grandfather of 
four with a strong desire to 
maintain law and order and 
safe neighborhoods, im-
prove local infrastructure, 
establish fiscal responsi-
bility and transparent local 
government all while mak-
ing Lewiston a great city 
and part of an even greater 
USA. He looks forward to 
meeting with his constitu-
ents and discussing how to 
move this agenda forward.

Auburn Art Club 
meeting on Monday
AUBURN - The Au-

burn Art Club will have its 
first meeting of the year at 2 
p.m. on Monday at the Park 
Avenue Methodist Church 
on Park Avenue in Auburn.

This will be social 

meeting to allow members 
and guests a chance to visit 
and “catch-up” after such 
a long hiatus due to the 
COVID-19 virus. Masks 
are optional. 

There will be an ice-

cream treat for everyone.
In order to plan how 

much ice cream to have on 
hand please R.S.V.P. Kathy 
at 784-8998.

All members and 
guests are welcome.
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Newsmakers, Names & Faces
EXIT Oceanside Realty opens new location in Wells

Rick and Pam Coyne recently moved their Wells office of EXIT Oceanside Realty to a new 
location at 913 Post Road, Unit E, in Wells. 

From EXIT Realty

WELLS - Michael 

Wohl, Regional Owner 
of EXIT Realty New En-
gland recently announced 

the new Wells location of 
EXIT Oceanside Real-
ty, under the direction of 

Rick and Pam Coyne, as 
an EXIT Realty franchi-
see.

“Rick and Pam have 
not only recognized the 
value of everything EXIT 
Realty has to offer but 
they have instilled these 
values in all of their real 
estate agents; the EXIT 
Formula, state-of-the-
art technology, in-depth 
training, and more.  They 
wanted a location that 
would allow each agent a 
more comfortable work-
space allowing them to 
thrive,” said Wohl. 

In making the de-
cision to relocate EXIT 
Oceanside Realty to 913 
Post Road, Unit E, in 
Wells, the Coynes real-
ized that most real es-
tate companies focus on 
the numbers and not the 

individual.  “At EXIT 
Realty, we believe that 
working first to strength-
en each agent makes the 
team more productive 
and successful. We don’t 
believe more is better, we 
believe better is better. 
EXIT Realty has the best 
real estate business mod-
el to support this philoso-
phy,” he said. Coyne is a 
passionate leader, teacher 
and coach. He will place 
much of his focus on 
mentoring and training 
his team. 

“We are very excited 
to contribute even more to 
our community and assist 
residents with their real 
estate needs,” said Pam 
Coyne. “At EXIT Realty 
we are committed to our 
customers’ satisfaction.”  

Rick and Pam 

Coyne, and EXIT 
Oceanside Realty, con-
tinue to donate their time 
and resources to various 
organizations in the Wells 
community, along with 
serving twice as President 
of the Wells Rotary Club.

EXIT Oceanside 
Realty also sponsored 
the EXIT Realty Little 
League team this year 
and is looking forward to 
expanding their contribu-
tions within the greater 
Wells community. 

EXIT Oceanside 
Realty is part of EXIT 
Realty New England’s 
growing family of in-
dependently owned and 
operated franchise bro-
kerages. For more infor-
mation about this broker-
age, please visit www.
exitoceansiderealty.com.

New director for communications team at MBH

Marc Glass took on the role 
of director of communica-
tions and public affairs at 
Maine Behavioral Health on 
Aug. 30. (Photo courtesy of 
MBH)

From MBH

PORTLAND – Maine 
Behavioral Healthcare re-

cently appointed an expe-
rienced communications 
professional from the Uni-
versity of Maine System 
to the newly created role 
of director of communica-
tions and public affairs. 

Marc Glass, who for 
the past several years has 
worked in communications 
leadership roles in the Uni-
versity of Maine System, 
will be joined MBH on 
Aug. 30.

Most recently, Glass 
served as director of public 
affairs and strategic mes-
saging at the University 
of Southern Maine, a role 

he assumed in March of 
2020. He has also served 
as the assistant vice pres-
ident of advancement and 
communications as well as 
director of advancement at 
the University of Maine at 
Farmington. Prior to that 
he held various commu-
nications roles in higher 
education, primarily with 
Bates College in Lewiston.

“We were all very im-
pressed with Marc, and we 
found his experience and 
insights from the world of 
higher education to trans-
late well to the communi-
cations work we must un-

dertake here at MBH,” said 
Kelly Barton, president of 
MBH. “I am confident he 
will be an effective spokes-
person for MBH as we pur-
sue our vision and mission 
on behalf of the communi-
ties we serve.”

In his new role, Glass 
will be responsible for ex-
ternal and internal com-
munications, making sure 
MBH’s patients, care team 
members and the broader 
community are aware of 
the incredible work done at 
Maine’s leading behavioral 
health provider. 

“Serving the commu-

nications needs of Maine 
Behavioral Healthcare’s 
patients and care team 
members is a tremendous 
privilege,” Glass said. “I 
look forward to joining the 
Maine Behavioral Health-
care leadership team and 
raising awareness about 
the impact the entire MBH 
community is making for 
the people of Maine.” 

In his new role, 
Glass will be responsible 
for MBH’s external and 
internal communications, 
making sure its patients, 
care team members and 
the broader community 

are aware of the high qual-
ity work done every day 
at MBH. He will sit as a 
member of MBH’s senior 
executive team and also be 
a part of the MaineHealth 
marketing and communi-
cations team spanning the 
larger health system.

Send all
items for

What’s Going On
to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.
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Love Letters
A play by A. R. Gurney

Great Falls Performing Arts CenterGreat Falls Performing Arts Center
30 Academy St., Auburn, ME30 Academy St., Auburn, ME

LE

WISTON-AUBURN

Show Associate Sponsor2020-2021 Season Sponsors

Live theater is back in LA!

September 16, 17, 18, 23, 24 and 25 at 7:30 p.m. 
September 18, 19, 25 and 26 at 2 p.m. 

Tickets:  $20 - Adults, $17 - Seniors, $12 - Students
boxoffice@laclt.com ~ 207-783-0958 ~  Laclt.com

General Admission Only
Masks will be required to enter the building.

 Media Sponsors

Sun Journal
Twin City Times

Turner Publishing

Directed by Jackie McDonald

Love Letters is a show for adults. Some language and situations may be sensitive or reflect views of an earlier time.

Send all items for
What’s Going On

to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.

Guest Column

Words to avoid using around grandma
By Grammar Guy

Have you ever 
worked with someone or 
made a friend who spoke a 
different language?

In high school and 
college, I worked in a few 
different restaurant kitch-
ens. Almost immediately, 
I asked some of my Span-
ish-speaking co-workers to 
teach me the most inappro-
priate words and phrases in 
their mother tongue.

What is it about the 
words we’re not supposed 
to say that make them irre-

sistible to not only learn but 
to repeat? While I’ve pre-
viously focused on exple-
tives, today I want to zoom 
out and discuss “taboo” 
language in general. 

I’m sure you’ve 
played the party game 
called Taboo. In it, you’re 
trying to get your team to 
guess a word, but you can’t 
describe that word using 
any of the words on the list 
that are commonly associ-
ated with that word. And, 
of course, someone on the 
other team is hovering over 
your shoulder with that ter-

rible pink and turquoise 
buzzer, eager to press the 
button as soon as you utter 
a forbidden word.

Taboo language re-
fers to words we shouldn’t 
say or write in polite soci-
ety. Taboo words include 
expletives, obscenities, 
unmentionable body parts 
and the stuff that comes 
out of those unmentionable 
body parts. Taboo language 
also includes blatant mis-
use of religious terms (i.e., 
“hell,” “damn” and others). 
Finally, we can chalk up in-
appropriate name-calling, 

often associated with ani-
mal names (i.e., “cow” and 
the female word for dog) to 
taboo language. 

We can probably fath-
om more types of taboo 
language, and it’s difficult 
to round them up into the 
same linguistic penalty 
box. Just imagine anything 
you wouldn’t say to your 
grandma without blushing 
— that’s taboo language. 
I suppose you could have 
one of those wild card 
grandmas who lost her filter 
years ago and cusses like a 
sailor, but let’s picture a 

saintly, proper grandmother 
in this situation.

You probably have 
friends with whom you 
can let down your phonet-
ic hair, so to speak. You 
can let down your guard, 
drop your walls and simply 
let loose with this type of 
friend. We all need this type 
of friend … the type of per-
son who won’t judge us for 
stringing together a colorful 
combination of cuss words. 
This type of person is usu-
ally not your grandma.

In polite society, 
whether it is at work, a 

place of worship, a funeral 
or during a Miss Ameri-
ca pageant interview, cer-
tain language is just plain 
off-limits. Would you say 
the word or phrase in front 
of grandma? If you an-
swered “no,” you’re likely 
dealing with taboo lan-
guage.

Curtis Honeycutt is 
a syndicated humor col-
umnist. He is the author 
of “Good Grammar is the 
Life of the Party: Tips for 
a Wildly Successful Life”. 
Find more at curtishoney-
cutt.com. 

Law to help new mothers access health care
From Maine Senate

AUGUSTA - A bill 
from Sen. Anne Carney 
(D-Cape Elizabeth) to 
help more Maine mothers 
access postpartum health 
care became law in mid-
June.

LD 265, “An Act To 
Provide Women Access 
to Affordable Postpartum 
Care,” became law without 
the governor’s signature.

“By expanding fam-

ilies’ access to postpartum 
care, we can make sure 
they have the support they 
need when they often need 
it the most. Both mother 
and child face unique med-
ical challenges during the 
first year after birth. Mak-
ing sure there’s continued 
affordable access to health 
care means better out-
comes for Maine families,” 
said Sen. Carney.

As amended, LD 265 
would extend the period of 

time after giving birth that 
a mother may be eligible 
for services under Main-
eCare from 60 days to 12 
months. This legislation 
allows Maine families to 
benefit from federal funds 
included in the recently 
enacted American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021, provid-
ing a full year of postpar-
tum care for those receiv-
ing MaineCare benefits 
during pregnancy.

Additionally, the bill 

would require the Maine 
Department of Health and 
Human Services to report 
to the committee on the ef-
ficacy of the program.

“The postpartum 
period is a medically vul-
nerable period for many 
women,” said Rita Furlow, 
Senior Policy Analyst at 
the Maine Children’s Al-
liance, in testimony sup-
porting LD 265. “A 2020 
report from the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control 

and Prevention found that 
one-quarter of all preg-
nancy related deaths  of 
women occurred between 
43 days and one year fol-
lowing child birth. These 
deaths are highly prevent-
able if women are receiv-
ing regular access to care. 
Providing high-quality 
care for mothers up to one 
year after birth can identi-
fy potential issues and en-
sure women are aware of 
the warning signs so they 

can connect to prompt fol-
low-up care.”

The law will go into 
effect 90 days after the 
Legislature adjourns for 
the year.

Why native plants?
From UMO

ORONO - The Uni-
versity of Maine Cooper-
ative Extension has a new 
program to help support 
our pollinators which are in 
decline. 

Please join our Mas-
ter Gardener Volunteers, 
via Zoom, for a 2-part pre-
sentation, entitled “Why 
Native Plants?” 

Part 1: Why Na-
tives?

Thursday, Sept. 9 - 
12-1 p.m.

In part 1 of this series, 
Allan Amioka, a coordina-
tor of the Native Garden 
at the Wells Reserve at 
Laudholm Farm, in Wells, 
Maine, will cover the ba-
sics of why it’s important 
to incorporate plants native 
to our ecoregion into our 

landscapes. Allan will use 
content from his work with 
the Yardscaping program 
as well. He will be joined 
by his fellow Master Gar-
dener Volunteer Allison 
Tunick. In this informative 
talk, they will outline why 
native plants are so import-
ant to pollinators.

Part 2: Creating 
a Pollinator-Friendly 

Garden
Thursday, Sept, 23 - 

12-1 p.m.
Did you know that 

you can certify your garden 
as Pollinator-Friendly?

Allan Amioka and Al-
lison Tunick will continue 
the conversation on why 
native plants are so import-
ant to pollinators and share 
information on how to cre-
ate and certify a garden as 
pollinator friendly. 

Both of these pro-
grams will take place via 
Zoom.

To register, visit the 
Events page of our web-
site, www.auburnpublicli-
brary,org, email dwallace@
auburnpubliclibrary.org, or 
contact the Reference Desk 
at 207-333-6640, ext. 4.

Participants may reg-
ister for one or both pro-
grams and will be sent a 
Zoom link on the day of the 
program for which they are 
registered.

For more information 
on this or other upcoming 
programs offered by the 
Auburn Public Library, 
visit our website, our Face-
book page (Auburn Pub-
lic Library Advocates), or 
contact the Reference Desk 
(as above) via phone or 
email.

Run for Kids is Oct. 3
From BBBS

BRUNSWICK – 
Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters of Bath/Brunswick 
is conducting a Run for 
Kids 5k Race/Walk on 
Oct. 3 to raise money to 
match more youth facing 
adversity with trained 
and supported volunteer 
Bigs.

The race will start 
at 10 a.m. at Flight Deck 
Brewing, 11 Atlantic Ave, 

Brunswick, and walkers 
are welcome. Registra-
tion open at 8 a.m. 

A one-mile Kid’s 
Fun Run will start at 9:30 
a.m.. No registration is 
needed, since this race is 
not individually timed.

 To learn more and 
to register visit http://
bitly.ws/giij or call (207) 
729-7736.

The event is hosted 
by Flight Deck Brewing 
and Wild Oats Bakery 

and Café.
The event is spon-

sored by Bangor Savings 
Bank, RE/MAX River-
side, Bar Harbor Bank 
and Trust, and The Times 
Record.

BBBS of Bath/
Brunswick receives no 
state or federal funding. 
Fundraising events en-
compass a large amount 
of the organization’s op-
erating budget and ability 
to deliver its mission.
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Rural Development

NextGrid Peppertree, LLC: Notice of Finding of No Significant Impact
AGENCY: Rural-Business Service (RBS), USDA

ACTION: Notice of Finding of No Significant Impact.
SUMMARY: The RBS has made a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) with respect to a request for possible financing 
assistance to NextGrid Peppertree, LLC for the construction of the Lewiston Junction Road Solar Project in Androscoggin 
County, Maine.

FURTHER INFORMATION: To obtain copies of the EA and FONSI, or for further information, contact: Brian Wilson, P.E., 
Business & Cooperative Programs Director, USDA Rural Development, 967 Illinois Avenue, Suite 4, Bangor, Maine 04401-
2767, 207-990-9125, brian.wilson@usda.gov. The EA and FONSI are also available for public review at 967 Illinois Avenue, 
Suite 4, Bangor, Maine 04401-2767, 207-990-9125.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NextGrid Peppertree, LLC proposes to construct a 5.665-MW solar farm on an 
approximately 20-acre site which contains agricultural land and forestland. Approximately 20 acres of the project site would 
be disturbed as a result of the construction activities associated with this project. The Proposed Project Area would be located 
north of Lewiston Junction Road, near the intersection of Torrey Road and Lewiston Junction Road in the town of Poland, 
Androscoggin County, Maine. The Proposed Project would interconnect to the Central Maine Power (CMP) pre-existing 
electrical distribution system. The power generated from the facility would be sold to CMP through a long-term Power 
Purchase Agreement (PPA). The Proposed Project would be accessed from Lewiston Junction Road. An interior road would 
be constructed inside the perimeter and is anticipated to be flat and would match existing grades to minimize earth work. The 
Proposed Project Area would be secured by a security fence with standard gates for emergency and maintenance vehicle access.

The availability of the EA for public review was announced via notice in the following newspaper(s): The Twin City Times, 
Androscoggin County, Maine on August 5, 2021, and August 12, 2021. A 14-day comment period was announced in the 
newspaper notice(s). The EA was also available for public review at the USDA Rural Development office as well as NextGrid 
Peppertree, LLC offices. No comments were received.

Based on its EA, commitments made by NextGrid Peppertree, LLC, and public comments received, RBS has concluded that 
the project would have no significant impact (or no impacts) to water quality, floodplains, land use, aesthetics, transportation, or 
human health and safety.

RBS has assessed the environmental impacts of this proposal and determined that the Lewiston Junction Road Solar Project 
will result in approximately 1,930 ft2 of wetland fill from the construction of an access road, resulting in permanent loss. 
Additionally, there will be approximately 5,590 ft2 of wetland vegetation (i.e., conversion of scrub-shrub wetland vegetation to 
emergent wetland vegetation with no grubbing required).

It has been determined that there is no practicable alternative to avoiding this conversion of effect and that there is a significant 
need for the project. The basis of this determination is the lack of suitable alternative project areas, the mitigation efforted 
determined by the landowner as well as NextGrid Peppertree, LLC, and the regional need for an affordable, reliable, and 
consistent supply of renewable electric power at competitive rates. No public comments were received regarding the conversion 
of wetlands.

The proposed project will have no adverse effect on resources listed or eligible for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places. The Agency has also concluded that the proposed project is not likely to affect federally listed threatened and 
endangered species or designated critical habitat thereof. The proposed project would not disproportionately affect minority and/
or low-income populations.

No other potential significant impacts resulting from the proposed project have been identified. Therefore, RBS has determined 
that this FONSI fulfills its obligations under the National Environmental Policy Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), the 
Council on Environmental Quality Regulations (40 CFR §§ 1500- 1508), and USDA Rural Development’s Environmental 
Policies and Procedures (7 CFR Part 1970) for its action related to the project.

RBS is satisfied that the environmental impacts of the proposed project have been adequately addressed. RBS’s federal action 
would not result in significant impacts to the quality of the human environment, and as such it will not prepare an Environmental 
Impact Statement for its action related to the proposed project.

Dated: September 9, 2021

Auburn PAL center receives grant
From Auburn Rec.

AUBURN – The 
Auburn Police Activities 
League has been select-
ed as one of three Maine 
communities to receive a 
national grant designed to 
implement a mentor pro-
gram for youth impacted 
by the opioid epidemic. 

The generous Youth 
Mentoring grant is spon-
sored by the National 
Recreation and Parks As-
sociation and the Office 
of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention. 
Only 10 communities 
were selected from the 
Appalachian and New En-
gland regions. The grant, 
which totals $62,500 over 
a three-year timeframe, 
was awarded to the Auburn 

Recreation Department, 
and will be implemented 
at the Auburn PAL Center 
at 24 Chestnut Street. The 
City of Lewiston and Town 
of Berwick were the two 
other Maine recipients. 

The program at PAL 
will focus on pairing 25 
youth from the PAL/Chest-
nut Street neighborhood 
with 25 adults for a one-
on-one mentorship experi-
ence. The mentoring pro-
gram will begin in January 
of 2022, when the students 
return from winter break. 

“While this program 
will focus on our youth, 
it will also require family 
engagement activities and 
wide community support,” 
said Recreation Director 
Sabrina Best. “We will 
put together various ac-

tivities and programs for 
the mentor/mentee teams, 
such as basketball, hiking, 
job shadowing, homework 
help, arts, and crafts and 
much more.” 

“One of the great-
est opportunities with this 
grant is the ability to pro-
vide youth with resources 
and support,” said Rita 
Beaudry, a founding mem-
ber of the PAL Board of 
Directors and the City of 
Auburn’s Grant Manager. 
“Basic items such as shoes, 
winter clothes, school sup-
plies, and hygiene products 
will be available to each 
of the kids participating in 
the program.” The program 
will also offer services 
such as a grief counsel-
ing, transportation, guest 
speakers and substance 

abuse professionals. 
“With Lewiston Rec-

reation also receiving this 
grant, there will be oppor-
tunities for the two pro-
grams to collaborate, said 
PAL Coordinator Shawn 
Boyd. “There are kids who 
end up 

bouncing back and 
forth over the bridge 
throughout the school year 
for various reasons. Hav-
ing a similar program in 
both communities will pro-
vide a sense of consistency 
and ‘home’ for many of 
these kids,” he added. 

Auburn Recreation 
and the PAL Center are 

seeking adult volunteers 
(age 18+) to mentor a child 
in the program. If you are 
interested, please reach 
out to Sabrina Best, Au-
burn Recreation Director 
at sbest@auburnmaine.gov 
or 333-6611. 

The Auburn Police 
Department looked at four 
years of crime data and 
found that twenty three 
percent of all crimes com-
mitted by youth offend-
ers in Auburn took place 
within an area of less than 
half a square mile. Twenty 
five percent of all police 
calls for service and twenty 
eight percent of all youth 

victims were victimized in 
this same area. 

In an effort to trans-
form these statistics and 
provide positive, hori-
zon-broadening experi-
ences for at-risk youth in 
our city, the Auburn Police 
Department established the 
Auburn Police Activities 
League (PAL). 

Auburn’s City Coun-
cil turned over a vacant 
city property at 24 Chest-
nut Street, and in the spring 
of 2013, the Auburn PAL 
Center opened, right at the 
heart of the half-square 
mile area identified by 
crime data. 

Chef training from Green 
Ladle in September

From Lewiston Schools

LEWISTON - As-
piring chefs have an 
opportunity to gain kitch-
en skills and experience 
thanks to a class offered 
by the Green Ladle, a 
culinary arts training 
program at the Lewiston 
Regional Technical Cen-
ter..

The free adult work 
program is scheduled to 
begin on Sept. 28. Class-
es will run two days a 
week, from 12:30 p.m. to 
3 p.m..

Students who suc-
cessfully complete the 
four-week class will re-
ceive ServSafe certifica-
tion and learn basic food 
math, knife skills, cook-
ing terms, sauté cook-
ing, grill cooking, fry 
cooking, and baking and 
breakfast cookery. The 
Green Ladle’s Commu-
nity Serving Communi-
ty Food Truck Project is 
paying for the training, 
said Justine Burns, hos-
pitality instructor at the 
Green Ladle.

The 30-hour pro-
gram would normally 
cost between $600 and 
$700, Chef Dan Caron 
said. Caron is the director 
of the Green Ladle.

Planning for the 
class began after Caron, 
LRTC Director Rob 
Callahan and Green 
Ladle instructors met 
with members of the 
local restaurant and 
foodservice community 
on Aug. 16. The listening 
session featured many 

Sous Chef Kyle Bedell makes pasta for a meal at the Green 
Ladle. The Lewiston Regional Technical Center culinary 
program is offering a free adult work program in Septem-
ber for people interested in working in restaurants and the 
foodservice industry. (Photo courtesy of LRTC)

industry professionals 
talking about job open-
ings and the need for 
training.

“We are proud to 
offer this program to our 
community partners at 
a critical time like this,” 
Callahan said.

The class came 
about as a way to 
support the businesses 
that made food dona-
tions to the Green Ladle’s 
food program at the 
start of the COVID-19 

pandemic, Burns said. 
The food program ran 
from March 2020 to May 
2020.

“That’s our way of 
giving back to the com-
munity, partnering with 
our many food establish-
ments,” she said.

For more informa-
tion about the training 
program class, call the 
Green Ladle at 207-777-
3199 or send an email to 
gladle@lewistonpublic-
schools.org



Page 6 Thursday, September 9, 2021

Open for curbside pick-up, take out, 
indoor dining, bowling and arcade!
Indoor AND outdoor dining!

Junction Bowl 
American pub-style food and drinks.

Curbside pickup 7 days a week.

Mon-Thur 3pm-10pm • Fri-Sun 11am-10pm

American pub-style food and drinks.

The Grange located in Gorham at 33 Wilson Rd. (off rte 237) is inviting you to 
join us at any meeting the first Friday of the month at 7 PM.

Folks willing to put their generous hearts and open hands to raise all of their 
neighbors and community is the goal of the Grange since 1876. The Grange is 
an inclusive nonprofit organization. Local activities include but not be restricted 
to crafts, music, suppers, display at the Cumberland fair and quilts for veterans. 
Our agenda and focus is at the local level determined by the members 
themselves. The historical Grange Hall is the perfect building and location for 
doing any craft. Handicapped accessible, heat, hot water, and full kitchen.

Dues are $26 per year.

Facebook /Gorham White Rock Grange  #380 Web/ mainestategrange.org The 
White Rock is called Subordinate grange. Use right column to locate.

Ph/ 207-839-3949 leave a message.  Please Join Us!

ATTENTION:
THE MEMBERS OF WHITE ROCK GRANGE

ARE NOT ONLY FARMERS
WANTED: PEOPLE WANTED WITH 
NEW IDEAS AND COMMITMENT

Follow us on Facebook!
Don’t miss our weekly giveaways!

Send all items for
What’s Going On

to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.

Junction Bowl ends 
summer season

From Junction Bowl

GORHAM – The 
summer bowling league 
at Junction Bowl on Rail-
road Avenue in Gorham 
finished out the season a 
couple of weeks ago with 
a quiet night as Pocket 
Pounders led the way with 
a team total of 2334.

Scores include the 
player handicap.

Week 9
Pocket Pounders fin-

ished the regular season 
with all 3 games and the 
weekly team series against 
God Squad, 2334-2122.

Pocket Pounders
Myles Petrin
200-182-229 – 611
Nathan Hopkins
170-196-228 – 594
Robbie Plummer
185-217-190 – 592
Blind
537

God Squad
Tony Valley
170-151-175 – 496
Blind
537
Blind
555
Blind
534
The Empire Strikes 

Back took the night with 
all 3 games and the week-
ly team series against an 
absent Ice Trae, 2116-
2106.

The Empire Strikes 
Back

Alex Benner
170-229-148 – 547
Aidan Underwood
172-169-186 – 527
Sebastian Pettitt
183-169-165 – 517
Blind
525

Ice Trae
Blind
2106
JB House Team 

took 2 games and the 
weekly team series from 
a short-handed Pin Me 
Please with 1 game, 2257-
2150.

JB House Team
Jonathan Ruppel
174-161-189 – 524
Ryan Morneau
228-219-225 – 672
Tom Morneau
155-154-173 – 462
Substitute
181-190-208 – 579

Pin Me Please
Heather Lavallee
162-193-167 – 522
Substitute
179-194-187 – 560
Blind
177-177-177 - 531
Blind
179-179-179 - 537

Best
Source
for Arts, 

Music and 
Theater!

Your
Hometown

Paper.

Guild Fine Craft Show in Scarborough Sept. 18-19
From Maine Crafts

SCARBOROUGH - 
the Guild Fine Craft Show 
in Scarborough returns for 
its eleventh season with a 
fully outdoor show on the 
expansive grounds of Ket-
cha Outdoors at 336 Black 
Point Road in Scarbor-
ough.

The show will take 
place Saturday and Sun-
day, Sept. 18-19.

The show was found-

ed and produced by the 
Maine Crafts Guild for the 
past decade. In 2020, the 
Guild became part of the 
Maine Crafts Association, 
continuing the programs, 
events and initiatives pre-
viously offered by the sep-
arate organizations.

The intent of the 
shows, as it was under 
Maine Crafts Guild man-
agement, is to present a 
professional craft show 
where the public is invited 

to engage with exhibitors 
to collect and learn about 
the highest quality crafts 
made by Maine’s dedi-
cated, talented and expe-
rienced artists, each who 
have creatine beautiful ob-
jects for everyday use and 
special occasions.

Ketcha Outdoors of-
fers 107 acres of beautiful 
fields and forest that fea-
tures an extensive collec-
tion of trails that are open 
to the public and eventual-

ly connect to the abutting 
90 acre Scarborough Land 
Trust Libby Farm trail. 

Show Director Lizz 
Berry of the Maine Crafts 
Association said, “This 
outdoor show at Ketcha 
Outdoors is special in that 
one can make a whole day 
of exploring nature and 
shopping for fine craft 
handmade in Maine; with 
many designs inspired by 
its natural beauty.”

Attendees will col-
lect, learn and gather with 
fellow craft collectors, 
supporters and artists. The 
show features 25 fine craft 

artists exhibiting hand-
made jewelry, ceramics, 
glass, fiber, paper, stone 
and more. 

Admission is $5 and 
those under 18 may attend 
free of charge. 

The show is open Sat-
urday, Sept. 18n from 10 
a.m.-5 p.m., and Sunday. 
Sept. 19, from 10 a.m.-4 
p.m.

More information 
about Maine Crafts As-
sociation can be found at 
mainecrafts.org.

The Maine Crafts 
Association is a non-profit 
with a mission to support 

craft artists by providing 
educational, marketing and 
retail opportunities and a 
vision to strengthen indi-
vidual craft artists, Maine 
communities, local econo-
mies, and the visitor expe-
rience by making Maine a 
national crafts destination.
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Open for curbside pick-up, take out, 
indoor dining, bowling and arcade!
Indoor AND outdoor dining!

Junction Bowl 
American pub-style food and drinks.

Curbside pickup 7 days a week.

Mon-Thur 3pm-10pm • Fri-Sun 11am-10pm

American pub-style food and drinks.

PLANT SALE
Buy Two Get One FREE
or 20% OFF Single Item
All shrubs, trees perennials are on sale
With this coupon. Expires September 30, 2021             Is the worry about what comes after this life weighing you down? Whatever your faith, 

or if it is absent, you’re a child of God – and ultimately 

Heaven is your home.
A new work by Lewiston playwright and Children’s book author, Paul Baribault

“At its center, this book is about the soul’s climb toward Enlightenment,  
 and how the Earth is a Schoolroom, not a courtroom, in our journey.”

Available on Amazon and @ www.Ourbrillianteternity.com

“The prose is inspired – and inspiring – glowing with inner radiance and kindness.” 
“I felt such a sense of hope when I finished this book.”   From Amazon reviews.

Funtimes Kids Entertainment

(207)-740-3372

Call Today to reserve a Bouncer 
for your next Party!

HAPPY HOUR 2 to 5pm daily

BUD-BUD LIGHT

BOTTLES $2.00

1567 Lisbon Street Lewiston, ME 207-777-6353 -- 207-777-6354
INDOOR SEATING - TAKE OUT  Open Daily 11am - 9pm

SPIKED LEMONADES $4.00

1/4LB. CHEESEBURGER $4.00

with french fries 

Community theatre receives $100k grant

CLT members and supporters who were instrumental in securing a federal grant for the 
theatre of almost $100,000 include Eileen Messina, Chip Morrison, Bob Gardner, John 
Cleveland, John Blanchette, and Jen Groover. (Photo courtesy of CLT)

From CLT

AUBURN - The L/A 
Community Little Theatre 
(CLT) has been awarded 
a federal grant of almost 
$100,000 from the U.S. 
Small Business Administra-
tion.

CLT applied for this 
Shuttered Venue Operating 
Grant (SVOG) through a 
competitive application pro-
cess. The SVOG program, 
designed to support arts or-
ganizations that had to close 
due to the Covid pandemic, 
is part of the American Res-
cue Plan Act of 2021 passed 
by Congress and signed by 
the president.

“Community Little 
Theatre is very grateful for 
the grant funds provided by 
the SVOG program,” said 
CLT President John Blanch-
ette. “After more than a 
year without any operating 
income due to the pandem-
ic shutdown, this grant is 
critical to CLT being able 
to start a new season of live 
theater performances for the 
greater L-A community,” he 
added.

The grant amount to-
tals approximately 45 per-
cent of CLT’s operating 
expenses during the last 
full season and must be 
used within one year of the 
award. While these funds 

are vital in enabling CLT 
to resume productions this 
fall, the theatre will still 
need additional revenue 
from ticket sales, donors, 
and sponsors to pay for any 
capital improvements and 
the balance of the operat-
ing expenses for the coming 
year.  

John Cleveland, presi-
dent of Community Dynam-
ics Corporation of Auburn, 
submitted the grant on be-

half of CLT. “It was a plea-
sure to help the theatre pre-
pare this successful SVOG 
grant application to acquire 
operating funds for the 
coming season. Performing 
arts are an important and 
essential part of making the 
Lewiston-Auburn area a 
wonderful place to live and 
work,” Cleveland noted.     

While in March 2020 
Although the pandemic 

that was declared in March 
2020 forced the cancella-
tion of the remainder of 
CLT’s 80th season and the 
loss of significant revenue, 
the theatre managed to re-
main solvent and to pro-
duce two highly regarded 
online productions during 
its curtailed 81st season 
and to resume youth theater 
camps this summer. 

CLT will present it’s 

first in-person production 
since the start of the pan-
demic with A. R. Gurney’s 
“Love Letters,” which will 
open Thursday, September 
16. The remainder of the 
2020-21 season – CLT’s 
82nd - will be announced at 
its annual meeting on Sep-
tember 21 at 6:30 p.m. Any-
one interested is welcome to 
attend. 

Please visit the CLT 
website at www.laclt.com 
for general information or 

to purchase tickets for Love 
Letters.  

L/A Community Lit-
tle Theatre, located at 30 
Academy Street in Auburn, 
has been producing live the-
atre since 1940. A volunteer 
, non-profit organization, 
our goal is to provide af-
fordable and quality enter-
tainment in the performing 
arts as well as education, 
training, and experience in 
theatre for area youth.

www.laclt.com. 
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29 School St, Gorham, Maine • 207-222-2008

Happy Hour 2-5 pm

Wings 60 cents

$3.50 draft
Mexican Beers and

$4.50 Local Beers 
16 oz

$5.99
Jumbo House

Margarita Mondays!

Homemade Birria Tacos!

During a staffing 
shortage as severe as Bid-
deford’s, firefighters may 
show up for one shift and 
find out the department 
needs them to work two. 
Eleven of the department’s 
44 full-time firefighting po-
sitions are vacant and, with 
an average of 16 calls each 
day, the station can’t afford 
to be understaffed. Lives 
could be at risk. 

This leaves Bidd-
eford’s firefighters to pick 
up the slack.

Aberle has only so 
much he can give. He has 
two daughters, a fiancé and 
two “bonus boys,” his fian-
cé’s sons. He volunteers to 
coach his kids’ sports teams 
and referees hockey in the 
winter. 

And like many other 
firefighters in the state, he 
also is a member of a sec-
ond fire department. 

Between his full-time 
job in Biddeford and his 
part-time/on-call duties as 
Arundel’s fire captain, Ab-
erle estimates he works 100 
hours per week. 

He does it to make ex-
tra money. But if he didn’t 
pick up shifts at Arundel, 
it is likely they would go 
unfilled. Competition for 
per diem firefighters can 
be fierce, and there aren’t 
enough to meet the de-
mand.

Lack of data a criti-

cal issue
Aberle is one of an 

unknown number of fire-
fighters in the state. Unlike 
emergency medical tech-
nicians (EMTs) and law 
enforcement officers who 
are licensed by the state, 
there is no Maine entity 
that tracks the number of 
firefighters. 

Firefighting person-
nel across the state say 
fire departments are strug-
gling to recruit and retain 
career, per diem and vol-
unteer firefighters, leaving 
the dwindling numbers to 
handle a growing number 
of calls. In some cases, fire 
departments have merged 
or even closed.  

Joe Thomas, the 
Maine state fire marshal, 
described the shortage as 
a “critical” issue. Yet little 
evidence of a shortage ex-
ists beyond anecdotal ac-
counts. The state doesn’t 
track the number of active 
firefighters, nor does the 
Maine Fire Institute. 

Without reliable data, 
the true severity of the 
shortage is anyone’s guess. 

“Our problem is we 
don’t know the numbers, 
and now we’re in crisis 
mode,” said Lt. Gerry Gay, 
the 1st district vice pres-
ident of the Professional 
Fire Fighters of Maine. 
“Had we known the num-
ber of firefighters (in the 
state), we could have been 
on this a long time ago.” 

Many veteran fire-

fighters say volunteer fire 
department rosters have 
been shrinking for years, 
possibly even decades. This 
is particularly problematic 
for Maine, where 95% of 
fire departments are fully 
or mostly staffed by volun-
teers. 

Volunteer, also re-
ferred to as “on-call,” fire-
fighters are usually paid. 
Some departments pay 
hourly, while others dis-
burse a set amount of fund-
ing each year to members 
of their call list based on 
their activity. Trainings and 
meetings are usually un-
paid.

Maine’s firefighter 
shortage mirrors a nation-
al trend. According to the 
National Fire Prevention 
Agency, the U.S. had more 
volunteer firefighters in 
1986 than 2018, despite 
significant population 
growth. The number of ca-
reer firefighters rose during 
that time period, but not 
enough to make up for the 
decline in volunteers.

Faced with declining 
numbers, Maine fire de-
partments have increasing-
ly banded together to form 
mutual aid agreements. 
Mutual aid partners auto-
matically receive notice 
when there is an emergen-
cy, even if it isn’t in their 
town.   

According to Farm-
ington Fire Chief Terry 
Bell, it takes 25-30 fire-

fighters to adequately re-
spond to a structure fire. 
Yet many departments in 
the state have trouble gath-
ering 10 firefighters on 
their own, let alone triple 
that amount. 

It is becoming in-
creasingly common for 
multiple departments to be 
needed to combat a single 
structure fire.

Three years ago, fire 
and EMS services on and 
near Mount Desert Island 
created a formal mutual 
aid agreement. Bar Harbor 
Fire Chief Matt Bartlett 
explained that when a fire 
breaks out in Bar Harbor, 
he directs dispatch to re-
quest assistance from the 
department’s mutual aid 
partners: the Ellsworth, 
Trenton, Southwest Har-
bor, Tremont and town of 
Mount Desert departments. 

All together, six de-
partments and an additional 
EMS service are involved 
in fire-related emergencies 
on Mount Desert. Some-
times the fire is too big, and 
further aid from Lamoine 
and the town of Hancock is 
requested. 

“And that’s for just a 
typical house fire,” Bartlett 
said. “Bigger, then we’re 
probably reaching way 
across (Hancock) county 
(for help).”

Logistical perils
A collective response 

has its faults. Relying on 
faraway fire departments 
has a “domino effect,” he 
explained. The farther fire-
fighters travel to assist, the 
farther they have to drive in 
case they need to respond 
to an emergency in their 
home community.  

“If you have (an 
emergency) near your 
community, your fire de-
partment could be at a 
fire that’s a half-hour, 45 
minutes away. So we’re 
spreading everybody very 
thin,” Bartlett said.  

“When I first start-
ed (in 1990), if we had a 
house fire, the only people 
there were just Bar Harbor 
because we had the people 
to take care of it. But over 
time we were losing — ev-
erybody’s losing firefight-
ers. So we’ve had to come 
together and figure out a 

plan to help each other 
out.”

In barely more than a 
year, an aggressive recruit-
ment campaign boosted 
the number of firefighters 
in Liberty from from sev-
en to 18. “I feel right now 
we’re fortunate, (but) we 
never have enough,” said 
Bill Gillespie, the Liberty 
Fire Department chief and 
chair of the Length of Ser-
vice Awards Program com-
mittee. Photo by Vanessa 
Paolella.

In Waldo County, 
Liberty Fire Chief Bill 
Gillespie said that 10 years 
ago, it took personnel from 
three departments to put 
out a fire. Now it might 
take seven. “It’s certainly 
not uncommon for a big 
fire in Waldo County to 
strip the entire county,” he 
said. 

On July 10, at least 
eight departments respond-
ed to a large multi-structure 
blaze in the town of Wash-
ington, in Knox County. 
According to Gillespie, 
who was at the scene with 
eight other Liberty fire-
fighters, some departments 
were only able to gather 
three or four firefighters. 
Two departments, he said, 
could only provide drivers 
and tanker trucks. 

Volunteers are usual-
ly more available for night 
fires like the one in Wash-
ington, Gillespie said. Yet 
“we struggle to get people. 
It doesn’t matter what time 
it is.” 

Even as fire depart-
ments have grown smaller, 
many chiefs say the num-
ber of calls has increased.  

Before he was 
the chief fire & EMS ad-
ministrator of York County, 
Roger Hooper was a fire-
fighter for Goodwins Mills 
Fire-Rescue for 40 years. 
In 1978, the department 
received 60 calls, he said. 
When he stepped down as 
fire chief in 2018, the num-
ber had grown to over 700. 

According to Gilles-
pie, the Liberty Fire De-
partment received 164 calls 
last year, about triple the 
amount from 30 years ago. 
Other fire chiefs cited sim-
ilar rises.

A ‘mystery number’

Nearly every fire offi-
cial interviewed confirmed 
the increasing shortage of 
firefighters in Maine. 

Yet no one knows ex-
actly how many firefighters 
are active in the state today, 
let alone 10 or 20 years 
ago. The only available 
numbers are rough esti-
mates rounded to the near-
est thousand.

Without this informa-
tion, the only evidence for 
the shortage is anecdotal. 

Jim Graves, the di-
rector of fire training at the 
Maine Fire Institute, said a 
statewide firefighter count 
is a “mystery number” that 
no one can pinpoint.

Of the 14 county 
EMAs that responded to 
the Maine Monitor’s in-
formation request, just 
five were able to provide 
personnel counts based on 
recent surveys. Three EMA 
representatives gave their 
best guess, and six coun-
ties had no information on 
fire department members to 
share. 

In 2010, Oxford 
County began compiling 
a resource manual that in-
cludes fire department per-
sonnel counts every other 
year. That year, the county 
counted 708 fire depart-
ment members. By 2020, 
the number had dropped 
to 607, a 14% decrease in 
a decade.

Even so, experts say 
personnel counts do not ac-
curately represent the num-
ber of active firefighters.

N o n - f i r e f i g h t i n g 
members such as support 
staff and members who 
are strictly EMTs may be 
included. If departments 
simply report the number 
of people on their call lists, 
they are also likely includ-
ing members who are no 
longer active. Furthermore, 
it is routine for firefighters 
to work at more than one 
department, leading to un-
intentionally double- or tri-
ple-counting a person.

Teresa Glick, the dep-
uty director of the Oxford 
County EMA, confirmed 
that its data “likely” in-
cludes support positions 
and does not account for 
people who are with multi-

Shortage
Continued from page 1

Continued on next page
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ERIC HOFFMAN, MD 

Board-certified 
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ple departments. 
Earlier this year, the 

Knox County EMA con-
ducted a multi-agency ros-
ter survey. Its director, Ray 
Sisk, said they counted 336 
people who were affiliated 
with fire departments in the 
county, adding that “likely 
the number is lower, but 
this should get you within 
20% or so.”

Sagadahoc Coun-
ty EMA may be the only 
county to detail personnel 
names and positions, pre-
venting duplicate counting 
and making it possible to 
separate firefighting mem-
bers from other staff. Sarah 
Bennett, the director, said 
its survey was conducted 
last year as part of the coun-
ty’s COVID-19 response.

Part of the problem, 
State Fire Marshal Joe 
Thomas said, is that fire 
departments have always 
been locally focused.   

“Law enforcement 
has always used things 
like the criminal database 
… to track their types of 
activity. That demand was 
never really pushed on 
the fire service,” he said. 
“Consequently, most of the 
data that existed about fire 
departments existed with 
the fire department and no 
place else.”

The Margaret Chase 
Smith Policy Center (MC-
SPC) at the University of 
Maine began investigating 
the issue two years ago. In 

partnership with the Han-
cock County Firefighters 
Association (HCFA), the 
MCSPC received funding 
from the Maine Commu-
nity Foundation to study 
the fire service in Hancock 
County.

According to Tommy 
Morris, president of the 
HCFA, the initial explor-
atory study, conducted in 
2019-20, found an “urgent 
need for further policy re-
search and intervention.”

Again, ‘Domino 
effect’

As volunteer fire 
departments in Hancock 
County and across the state 
edge toward closure, fire-
fighters from neighboring 
departments are forced 
to bear the burden of in-
creased time demands and 
operational costs, creating 
a “domino effect,” Morris 
wrote in an email to the 
Maine Monitor. “The bur-
den this poses to emergency 
responders and emergen-
cy response infrastructure 
across the state would put 
countless Mainers at risk in 
the years ahead if left unat-
tended.”  

The two-part initia-
tive in Hancock County 
will first seek to evaluate 
the number and capabilities 
of fire service personnel, 
later investigating potential 
solutions to improve re-
cruitment and retention of 
paid, per diem and volun-
teer personnel. The second 
phase also will include an 

economic analysis of cur-
rent trends and proposed 
solutions.

This study will be 
used as a model by the 
State Fire Marshal’s office 
and implemented state-
wide. Thomas said this will 
be the first time the state 
has tried to survey each 
Maine fire department. 

Although there is 
little data on firefighters, 
Thomas said he sees ev-
idence of the shortage in 
other ways. 

In the most recent 
five-year loss analysis con-
ducted by the Bureau of 
Insurance, he noted that 
fire damages in Maine in-
creased by an average of 
$10 million per year from 
the previous five-year anal-
ysis. While he notes there 
could be many reasons for 
the increase, he suspects 
the firefighter shortage 
played a part.  

“I’m hoping that the 
statewide study confirms 
what my senses are telling 
me,” Thomas said.  

No easy answer
Traditionally, fire de-

partments have more or 
less been left on their own 
to address problems.   

Some have run suc-
cessful recruitment drives 
and are exceptions to the 
statewide shortage. For 
many others, a solution 
hasn’t been as forthcoming.

Recently the fire ser-
vice had some success 
lobbying the Maine Legis-

lature for programs to help 
improve firefighter reten-
tion.

In 2015, the Maine 
legislature passed a bill to 
create the Length of Service 
Awards Program (LOSAP), 
which aims to establish a 
pension-like program for 
both volunteer and career 
firefighters.  

Although the bill was 
passed, it wasn’t funded. 
It took two years to push 
then-Gov. Paul LePage 
to appoint the board that 
Gillespie chairs.

It was only this year 
that the program received 
funding from the legisla-
ture. The board requested 
$2.5 million, but received 
$500,000, just enough to 
hire a third-party adminis-
trator to get the program off 
the ground. 

Since the state only 
provided partial funding, it 
will be up to local munici-
palities to contribute to the 
program.

“We’re trying to 
keep the members that we 
have because we know the 
numbers are really going 
down,” Gillespie said.

Fire officials say 
LOSAP is only part of the 
solution. As the traditional, 
municipal-level volunteer 
department becomes harder 
to sustain, some are look-
ing to the state to lead more 
radical changes.

Regionalizing the fire 
service would streamline 
response and provide more 

consistent coverage, sev-
eral officials said. School 
districts, which often tran-
scend town lines, are one 
example of regionalization 
in Maine. 

Chief Darren Woods 
of North Lakes Fire and 
Rescue, who is also the di-
rector of Aroostook Coun-
ty’s EMA, said his depart-
ment operates on a regional 
model. They have three 
stations that provide cov-
erage for four unorganized 
territories and one town.

The regionalized 
model works well for their 
purposes, Woods said. His 
firefighters are geographi-
cally spread out, but having 
three stations in different 
locations allows his depart-
ment to adequately cover 
the region.

Hooper, who wrote 
an editorial for the Ban-
gor Daily News in 2015 

on the firefighter shortage, 
described mutual aid agree-
ments as “regionalizing by 
accident.” Response from 
regionalized departments is 
more consistent and orga-
nized, he said.  

While a regionalized 
model may work for some, 
many acknowledged that 
different regions will likely 
require different solutions. 

“There’s no one silver 
bullet that will fit every-
body’s needs because of 
simple differences in each 
and every community with-
in the state,” Thomas said.

This story was orig-
inally published by The 
Maine Monitor, a local 
journalism product pub-
lished by The Maine Cen-
ter for Public Interest 
Reporting, a nonpartisan 
and nonprofit civic news 
organization. https://www.
themainemonitor.org/

Continued from previous page

Maine State Fire Instructor Phil Meunier (left) evaluates 
Jason Joler (center) and Owen Corrigan (right) of the Oak-
land Fire and Rescue Department execute the mayday drill 
station at the firefighter I & II skills exam. (Photo by Vanes-
sa Paolella of The Maine Monitor)
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Ribbon cutting for Gallant Therapy Services

The ribbon is cut to officially open the new Gallant Therapy Services location on East Avenue in Lewiston, at the end of May. 
(Photo courtesy of LA Metro Chamber)

From LA Metro Chamber

LEWISTON - A rib-
bon cutting ceremony for 
the new Gallant Therapy 
Services location at 20 East 
Ave. in Lewiston took place 
at the end of May.

City of Lewiston Rep-
resentative, Councilor Ali-
cia Rae, was joined by the 
LA Metro Chamber Presi-
dent + CEO, Shanna Cox, 
Senator Susan Collins’ rep-
resentative, Karen Staples, 
and members of the public.  

Gallant Therapy Ser-
vices provides pediatric 
Occupational Therapy and 
Feeding Therapy in their 
new spacious, fun, play-
based clinic. Its team of 
therapists helps children 
with developmental disabil-
ities and delays, behavior 
challenges, anxiety, feeding 
difficulties, Autism, and 
more. 

“I love working for 

GTS. Nothing is better than 
seeing the happiness my 
kids feel when they are so 
proud of themselves for 
reaching a goal. I get to 
use play as the tool to help 
them and cheer them on as 
they become more success-
ful in school, at home, and 
in their community,” said 
Mary Miller, Occupational 

Therapy Assistant.
“It is so great to see 

a business continuing to 
invest and expand in Lew-
iston, and to provide these 
specialized services to our 
youth. Having this therapy 
space so close and acces-
sible is very important for 
the kids who need that ex-
tra support,” said Councilor 

Alicia Rae.
The new space has 

allowed GTS to hire more 
therapists, giving them the 
opportunity to provide their 
services to more kids in the 
region. Anyone who knows 
of a child who might be in 
need is asked to reach out to 
the team at Gallant Therapy 
Services for more informa-

tion.
 “Chambers are an 

important piece of the busi-
ness community, and the 
only reason I can say that 
is because of the businesses 
like Gallant Therapy Ser-
vices that contribute to the 
wellbeing and betterment of 
our community.  GTS ther-
apists are making a positive 

difference by serving our 
youth in their new, bright, 
and cheerful space.  We 
can’t have the workforce 
that we need a generation 
from now without people 
like the GTS team doing 
this type of work and being 
a part of this community,” 
said LA Metro Chamber 
President + CEO, Shanna 
Cox.

An organization of 
community-minded busi-
nesses that serves Lewiston, 
Auburn, and surrounding 
communities, the Lewis-
ton Auburn Metropolitan 
Chamber of Commerce is 
an engine for economic vi-
tality and enhanced quality 
of life. Through issues ad-
vocacy, workforce devel-
opment, and professional 
networking, the LA Metro 
Chamber helps business 
and community build, lead, 
and thrive. Visit www.
lametrochamber.com

Maine Public News Connect launched
From Maine Public

LEWISTON - Maine 
Public recently launched 
Maine Public News Con-
nect, a new news service 
translating news stories 
into different languages.

The project takes sto-
ries aired on Maine Pub-
lic Radio and appearing 
online and has them pro-

fessionally translated and 
delivered in various lan-
guages. The project initial-
ly will focused on the cre-
ation of French, Spanish, 
and Portuguese translated 
news pods and added news 
translated into Somali in 
early May. 

Maine Public News 
Connect is part of a larger 
Connecting Communities 

initiative at Maine Public 
with the overarching goal 
to make Maine more in-
clusive, stronger, and more 
cohesive. 

“With Connecting 
Communities, and specifi-
cally here with Maine Pub-
lic News Connect, we’re 
really hoping to extend the 
reach of our public service 
journalism,” stated Mark 

Simpson, Maine Public’s 
Director of News & Pub-
lic Affairs. “We want to 
help more Maine people 
access credible, reliably 
reported news and infor-
mation. This is especially 
important in an age of both 
information and source 
overload, but also at a time 
when misinformation is 
common. Maine Public is 
a trusted space for news, 
and we want to make sure 
we able reach the broadest 
number of people with this 
new pilot initiative.” 

Anyone can access 
these translated news vid-
eos for free every Friday 
afternoon by: 

• Going to Maine 
Public’s YouTube page at 
youtube.com/mainepublic 

• Visiting Maine 
Public’s Facebook page at 

facebook.com/mainepub-
lic 

• Viewing the news 
pods on Maine Public’s 
website 

• By following Maine 
Public on Twitter and Ins-
tagram 

This project would 
not have been launched 
without the help of the 
Maine Immigrants’ Rights 
Coalition, Presente Maine, 
Gateway Community Ser-
vices Maine, Congolese, 
and Angolan communities 
of Maine. A special thanks 
to the Stephen and Tabitha 
King Foundation, cPort 
Credit Union, Lee Auto 
Malls, St. Joseph Health-
care, and the Maine Health 
Access Foundation for 
their generous support of 
this project. 

Maine Public is also 

partnering on this project 
with Amjambo Africa, the 
official Media Partner of 
Maine Public News Con-
nect. 

Maine Public is 
Maine’s premier, inde-
pendent media resource, 
dedicated to creating ex-
ceptional opportunities for 
the communities it serves 
to engage with critical is-
sues, compelling stories 
and quality entertainment. 
Maine Public airs content 
from PBS, NPR, and other 
independent producers.

Formed in 1992, 
Maine Public is an inde-
pendently owned and op-
erated nonprofit organiza-
tion with office and studio 
locations in Bangor, Lew-
iston, and Portland.

For more informa-
tion, visit mainepublic.org.
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GORHAM LITTLE LEAGUEGORHAM LITTLE LEAGUE    
Field Funding CampaignField Funding Campaign

GYBSA is a non-profit 501(c)(3) tax deductible contribution

GORHAM LITTLE LEAGUE  
Field Funding Campaign
The Gorham Youth Baseball & Softball Association is making a large capital investment 
to provide updates and add fields to accommodate practice and game schedules:

          - Develop 2 fields at White Rock

          - Purchase seasonal fence for Shaw Park

          - Repair dugouts and fencing, build storage centers

          - Add infield mix and relevel current fields

          - Acquire tarps and field maintenance equipment

          - Add scoreboards

VISIT: GYBSA.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION, INCLUDING DONATION LEVEL REWARDS

$20K

$50K

DONATE TODAY!

$40K

$30K

VISIT: tinyurl.com/GYBSA-DONATE or 
MAIL TO: GYBSA, PO Box 176, Gorham, ME 04038

pany donates all unsold 
perishable food to Feed-
ing America member food 
banks in its footprint, help-
ing to get wholesome food 
onto the plates of families. 
To date, BJ’s has donat-
ed more than 120 million 
pounds of food including 
meat, produce, dairy and 
bakery items to Feeding 
America member food 
banks.

To learn more about 
the BJ’s Wholesale Club, 
visit BJs.com.

Headquartered in 
Westborough, MA, BJ’s 
Wholesale Club is a lead-
ing operator of member-
ship warehouse clubs in the 
Eastern United States. The 
company currently oper-
ates 222 clubs and 151 BJ’s 
Gas® locations in 17 states.

Feeding America® is 
the largest hunger-relief 
organization in the United 
States. Through a network 
of 200 food banks and 
60,000 food pantries and 
meal programs, we provide 
meals to more than 40 mil-
lion people each year. Feed-
ing America also supports 
programs that prevent food 
waste and improve food se-
curity among the people we 
serve; educates the public 
about the problem of hun-
ger; and advocates for leg-
islation that protects people 
from going hungry.

Visit www.feedin-
gamerica.org.

Donation
Continued from page 1Maine CF awards grants to 

animal welfare organizations
From Maine CF

PORTLAND/ELLS-
WORTH - The Maine 
Community Foundation 
recently awarded $282,500 
in grants to 21 Maine orga-
nizations to support animal 
welfare. 

Grantees include the 
Humane Society Water-
ville Area, for the Angel 
Foster program; Waldo 
County Pet Food Pantry, 
to aid in the spay/neuter 
program, rabies clinic and 
pet food purchases; and 
SPCA of Hancock Coun-
ty, to establish spay/neuter 
clinics in the community 
and increase the Mickey 
Duffy Fund which pro-
vides financial assistance 
to low-income pet owners 
for unexpected veterinary 
expenses.

The fund supports 
organizations dedicated to 
advancing animal welfare 
in Maine. Priority is given 
to organizations that help 
low-income or disadvan-
taged populations maintain 
ownership of their pets and 
prevent animal surrender/
abandonment.

An anonymous do-
nor established the Ani-
mal Welfare fund in 2007. 
It is further supported by 

the Doree Taylor Charita-
ble Foundation, Bank of 
America, N.A., and the 
George F. Lyman and Er-
nestine Lyman Trust. 

For more informa-
tion, visit www.mainecf.
org or contact Program Of-
ficer John Ochira at 1-877-
700-6800 or jochira@
mainecf.org. 

The next deadline for 
proposals to the Animal 
Welfare Fund is June 1, 
2022.

For application, 
guidelines and a complete 
list of 2021 grants, go to 
www.mainecf.org. 

Headquartered in 
Ellsworth, with additional 
personnel in Portland, Do-
ver-Foxcroft, Mars Hill and 
Rockport, the Maine Com-
munity Foundation works 
with donors and other 
partners to provide strong 
investments, personalized 
service, local expertise, 
and strategic giving to im-
prove the quality of life for 
all Maine people. To learn 
more about the foundation, 
visit www.mainecf.org.

2021 Animal
Welfare Grants

Animal Refuge 
League of Greater Port-
land, to provide access 
to life-saving resources: 

$20,000
Animal Welfare So-

ciety, to support increased 
capacity in the Stay@
Home program and main-
tain state-wide spay/neuter 
efforts: $20,000

Another Chance An-
imal Rescue, to support 
100 cats spay/neutered, 
25+ low-income families 
assisted with veterinary 
bills, and flea mitigation: 
$10,000

Ark Animal Shelter, 
for the Ark Alley Cats Pro-
gram to TNR communi-
ty cats and/or house feral 
cats: $10,000

Bangor Humane So-
ciety, to provide spay/neu-
ter assistance to low-in-
come pet owners: $20,000

Franklin County An-
imal Shelter, for the shel-
ter’s spay/neuter voucher 
program: $10,000

Friends of Feral Fe-
lines, to provide TNR 
(trap-neuter-return) and so-
cialization services for fe-
ral and unwanted cats and 
kittens across southern and 
central Maine: $7,500

Greater Androscog-
gin Humane Society, to 
support medical care for 
shelter and privately owned 
pets as well as community 
outreach vaccination clin-

ics: $20,000
Halfway Home Pet 

Rescue, Inc., to continue 
the free spay/neuter clin-
ics: $10,000

Harvest Hills Animal 
Shelter, Inc., to expand the 
spay/neuter voucher pro-
gram and supplies for the 
in-house spay/ neuter clin-
ic: $10,000

Humane Society Wa-
terville Area, for the Angel 
Foster program: $20,000

Midcoast Humane, 
to support the Communi-
ty Cats voucher program, 
which provides financial 
assistance to income-qual-
ified rural cat owners and 
cat colony caretakers: 
$20,000

P.A.W.S. Animal 
Adoption Center, for the 
shelter’s in-house medical 
clinic, which provides low-
cost vaccination and spay/
neuter clinics to the com-
munity: $20,000

The Pixel Fund, to 
support the Maine spay/
neuter program for stray 
and abandoned animals: 
$10,000

Pope Memorial Hu-
mane Society of Knox 
County, for the spay neuter 
voucher program in order 
to provide 350 spay/neuter 
vouchers for cats, dogs and 

rabbits: $20,000
Responsible Pet Care 

of Oxford Hills Inc., to 
serve felines in overpopu-
lation situations and fund 
grants to assist with cost 
of spay/neuter for low-in-
come/elderly pet owners: 
$10,000

Somerset Humane 
Society, for the low-cost 
voucher program to assist 
the public with spaying and 
neutering cats, $10,000

SPCA of Hancock 
County, to establish spay/
neuter clinics in the com-
munity and increase the 
Mickey Duffy Fund which 
provides financial assis-
tance to low-income pet 
owners for unexpected vet-
erinary expenses: $10,000

Spirits Place, to sup-
port the spay/neuter and 
medical care program: 
$10,000

Waldo County Hu-
mane Society, Inc., to 
increase community 
awareness of spay/neuter 
vouchers, rabies vacci-
nation clinics, and finan-
cial assistance programs: 
$10,000

Waldo County Pet 
Food Pantry, to aid in the 
spay/neuter program, ra-
bies clinic and pet food 
purchases: $5,000.
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                                            Call now for a FREE Guide:   

“10 Secrets Your Banker Doesn’t 
Want You To Know” 

 Call Our 24 Hour Order Line  @782-3800 

Discover The Truth About CDs!   
CD Interest Rates Are At An All Time Low. 

There IS A Safe, Guaranteed Alternative To 
Increase Your Income.  

                                            Call now for a FREE Guide:   

“10 Secrets Your Banker Doesn’t 
Want You To Know” 

 Call Our 24 Hour Order Line  @782-3800 

ACCOUNTANT

CHIROPRACTOR

PRINTING

Family Chiropractic Center

1485 Lisbon Street, Lewiston

207.783.0078
www.familychirome.com



Experience Life

23 Goldthwaite Rd. 
Auburn, ME 04210

PO Box 715 
Lewiston, ME 04243

AUBURN SELF STORAGE, LLC

PHONE 376-3325  

Auburn 207-783-9111   Norway 207-743-7777
AustinPA.com

Your Financial Team

SHIPPING

SELF STORAGE

Computer Diagnostics • Yokohama Tires
Repairs • Alignments • Inspection Station

Gas • Clear K1 • Tune-ups • Brakes • Batteries

260 S. Main St., Auburn • 782-9144 

Dan & Don Poisson
dfpoisson@aol.com

Poisson & Sons 
Auto Care Center, Inc.

The Only Full-Service Gas Station in Auburn!

AUTO CARE

PAINTING

9 N. River Road in Auburn ~ www.AuburnGoinPostal.com ~ 784-9900

MARINE SERVICES

Locally Owned

Marine Service

237 Lewiston Road • Topsham, ME 04086 • (207) 725-5997
www.pontesmarine.com

American 
Builders

Call 207-500-8100
For FREE Estimates

Quality Work with References Available

Custom Building & Remodeling

Fully Insured • 5 Year Workmanship Warranty

Call Tyler
500-8100

Finish Carpenter

CONTRACTORS

Interiors • Exteriors
Free Estimates

WADE J. LIBBY
WJLibbyPainting@gmail.com

Drywall Repair
Pressure Washing

CELL: 207.210.0605

FREE DELIVERY L/A

777-1520
www.sweetpeafloraldesignsme.com

Sweet Pea Des igns
FLOWER SHOPPE

FLOWER SHOPPE

PHOTOGRAPHY WEB HOSTING

CD’S

Executive Portraits • Business photographs • Videos

Bell Studios, Inc.

PHOTOGRAPHY

MASONRY
Jason Hodsdon

JasonHodsdonMasonry@gmail.com

Masonry • Culture Stones
Chimneys • Chimney Cleaning

Repointing & Repairs
Restoration

Stainless Steel Liners

North Monmouth
(207) 215-3557

Fully Insured 
Free Estimates

20+ Years of Experience

Business Directory

Contact us today for possible openings in our 
business directory! Info@TwinCitytimes.com.

Locally Owned
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Calendar
Send your submissions to the Editor. More online. AUBURN

746 Center Street
Auburn Movie Hotline   — 786-8605

DOORS OPEN AT:

12:00pm

VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR 
CALL THE HOTLINE AT 

786-8605 
FOR SHOWTIMES

WWW.FLAGHIPCINEMAS.COM

EVERY TUESDAY 
10:30-11:15 a.m. 
LEWISTON – Lew-

iston Public Library - Vir-
tual Preschool Babytime 
& Storytime. Children 0-5 
are welcome to join the 
fun on Zoom as Ms. Jackie 
uses interactive songs and 
stories to introduce chil-
dren to the world of books, 
learning, and the library. 
Call 207-513-3133 for de-
tails and registration. 

1ST AND 3RD TUES-
DAYS 

11:30 a.m. 
LEWISTON – Lew-

iston Public Library - Vir-
tual Book Chat. Join LPL 
staff via Facebook Live 
for a conversation about 
what we’re reading. Make 
suggestions, share your 
thoughts, find resources, 
and get personalized rec-
ommendations from our 
librarians! 

THURSDAY
Sept. 9

5:30-6:30 p.m.
LEWISTON - (Vir-

tual) Take Me to the 
Moon: A Virtual Evening 
with NASA, on Zoom and 
livestreamed to Facebook

Join Lewiston Pub-
lic Library for a virtual 
evening with NASA com-
munication strategist and 
museum liaison, Patri-
cia Moore, as she shares 
about the Artemis Project, 
the first project of its kind 
to establish sustainable 
exploration and prepare 
for missions to Mars. This 
program is suitable for all 
ages! 

For more informa-
tion or to register for 
the Zoom link, please 
contact the Reference 
Desk at 207-513-3135 or 
at LPLReference@Lewis-
tonMaine.gov

SATURDAY
Sept. 11

11 a.m.-6 p.m.
LEWISTON-Greek 

Festival To-Go at Holy 
Trinity Orthodox Church, 
155 Hogan Rd. Drive-thru 
menu of Gyros, Spanako-
pita, Greek fries and pas-
tries.  FMI:  lagreekfesti-
val.com

MONDAY
Sept. 13

5:30 p.m.
LEWISTON – Plan-

ning Board meeting, at 
City Hall Council cham-
bers. The Planning Board 
Agenda and information 
for this meeting will be 
available on the website 
on the Friday before the 
meeting date.

AUBURN – City 
Council workshop and 
meeting.

5:30-6:30 p.m.
LEWISTON – Fi-

nance Committee meet-
ing, in City Hall Adminis-
trator’s Conference Room.

7 p.m.
GORHAM – Plan-

ning Board Meeting in 
council chambers.

TUESDAY
Sept. 14

6 p.m.
LEWISTON – City 

Council Workshop, at 
City Hall, 27 Pine Street, 
Lewiston 1st Floor in 
the City Council cham-
bers. This Workshop will 
be broadcast LIVE over 
Spectrum Cable TV Gov-
ernment Access Channel 
7, streamed LIVE through 
the Great Falls Television 
web site, and streamed 
LIVE through the city’s 
YouTube channel http://
www.lewistonmaine.gov/
YouTube. Archived cop-
ies of this meeting will 
be available immediately 
after broadcast on the City 
YouTube Channel and 
within a day or two after 

broadcast, for viewing for 
up to 60 days, at the Great 
Falls Television web site.

AUBURN – Plan-
ning Board meeting.

7 p.m.
GORHAM – Con-

servation Commission 
meeting.

WEDNESDAY
Sept. 15

8 a.m.
GORHAM – Eco-

nomic Development Cor-
poration meeting in con-
ference room A.

THURSDAY
Sept. 16

8 a.m.
AUBURN – 9-1-1 

Committee meeting.
6:30 p.m.
GORHAM – ten-

tative Board of Appeals 
meeting om council cham-
bers.

GORHAM – ten-
tative Recurring Capital 
Improvement Projects/
Economic Development 
Committee meeting in 
council chambers.

7 p.m.
AUBURN – Com-

munity Forest Subcom-
mittee meeting.

FRIDAY
Sept. 17

7:30 a.m.
AUBURN – Auburn 

Public Library Board of 
Trustees meeting.

7:30-9:30 p.m.
BATH – Chocolate 

Church Arts Center, 804 
Washington Street, Bath 
- Schooner Fare. Folk, 
Maritime. 

And 1 more makes 
44! We are thrilled to wel-
come back to the CCAC 
stage, Steve and Chuck 
Romanoff together as 
Schooner Fare, the pre-

mier performing group 
of original and tradition-
al maritime songs. Their 
energetic concerts are 
laced with a Maine brand 
of universal humor. They 
also write and perform 
topical songs, country 
ballads and maritime mas-
terpieces that have made 
their name synonymous 
with the ‘Down East’ 
style. Combining their tal-
ents on six-string guitars, 
twelve-string guitars and 
banjos, Schooner Fare’s 
distinctive vocal and in-
strumental arrangements 
have been hailed by such 
folk music icons as the 
Kingston Trio, the Lime-
liters, the Chad Mitchell 
Trio, the Clancy Brothers, 
Tommy Makem and Tom 
Paxton.

Main stage. $24 adv 
/$26 DOS

SATURDAY
Sept. 18

10 a.m.-1 p.m.
LEWISTON – Rally 

for Recovery, at Kennedy 
Park, Lewiston. For those 
struggling with addiction, 
and their families. For 
More Information - (207) 
513-3018.

MONDAY
Sept. 20

5:30 p.m.
AUBURN – City 

Council workshop and 
meeting.

GORHAM – Fi-
nance Committee meeting 
in council chambers.

7 p.m.
GORHAM - option-

al Planning Board meeting 
date.

TUESDAY
Sept. 21

8 a.m.
GORHAM – Ordi-

nance Committee meeting 
in conference room A.

4 p.m.
AUBURN – Auburn 

Sewer District Trustees 
meeting.

6 p.m.

LEWISTON – City 
Council meeting, at City 
Hall, 27 Pine Street, Lew-
iston 1st Floor in the City 
Council Chambers. This 
Meeting and Workshop 
will be broadcast LIVE 
over Spectrum Cable 
TV Government Access 
Channel 7, streamed LIVE 
through the Great Falls 
Television web site, and 
streamed LIVE through 
the city’s YouTube chan-
nel http://www.lewis-
tonmaine.gov/YouTube. 
Archived copies of this 
meeting will be available 
immediately after broad-
cast on the City YouTube 
Channel and within a day 
or two after broadcast, for 
viewing for up to 60 days, 
at the Great Falls Televi-
sion web site.

6:30 p.m.
GORHAM – tenta-

tive recurring Town Coun-
cil workshop in council 
chambers.

WEDNESDAY
Sept. 22

4 p.m.
AUBURN – Auburn 

Water District Trustees 
meeting

6 p.m.
AUBURN – Com-

plete Streets Committee 
meeting.

SATURDAY
Sept. 25

7:30-9:30 p.m.
BATH - Chocolate 

Church Arts Center, 804 

Washington Street, Bath - 
Oshima Brothers (Folk, 
Acoustic Pop, Ameri-
cana). Oshima Brothers’ 
Magnetic Sibling Sound 
And Contagious Joy Re-
sult From A Lifetime Of 
Making Music Together.

Raised in a musical 
family in rural Maine, the 
brothers have honed a har-
mony-rich blend of con-
temporary folk and acous-
tic pop. On stage, Sean and 
Jamie create a surprisingly 
full sound with dynamic 
vocals, electric and acous-
tic guitars, octave bass, 
loops, and percussion. The 
brothers live in Maine but 
are often on the road per-
forming, producing music 
videos, and dancing.

h t t p s : / / w w w. o s -
himabrothers.com/

Main stage: tickets 
$18 adv/ $23 DOS

 http://bitly.ws/g4bv

MONDAY
Sept. 27

5:30 p.m.
LEWISTON – Plan-

ning Board meeting, at 
City Hall Council cham-
bers. The Planning Board 
Agenda and information 
for this meeting will be 
available on the website 
on the Friday before the 
meeting date.

5:30-6:30 p.m.
LEWISTON – Fi-

nance Committee meet-
ing, in City Hall Adminis-
trator’s Conference Room.
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Best
Source
for Arts, 

Music and 
Theater!

Your
Hometown Paper.

❏ Visa        ❏ Master Card 
Card #                        

Exp. date  ____/____ Signature _____________________________

Name & Address 

Phone: ___________________________________________________

Category: __________________________________________

Headline: ___________________________________________

Ad Info:

Send check or credit card info with completed form to: 
twin city timeS, 9 north river road, #232 auburn, me 04210

or info@twincitytimeS.com  

$10  
40 Words!up 

to 

Per
WeekClassified Ads

Each additional word 25¢

Number of Weeks to Run:

 3 digits # 
on back

Send payment with completed form to our
 bookkeeping office:  9 N. River Road #232

Auburn, ME 04210 or email it to us!

ALTERATIONS 
& 

CREATIONS 
 BY SUZIE

U p h o l s t e r y,  B o a t s , 
furn i ture,  seamstress 
service & More. 207-754-
3046

BUSINESSES   
FOR SALE

Working small engine/
outdoor Power equipment 

business. 
Parts inventory B&S, 
Kohler, Tecumseh, MTD, 
Ariens, Toro and more.
S p e c i a l  t o o l s  a n d 
e q u i p m e n t .  G o o d 
opportunity to expand 
or add to your business. 
C a l l  G l e n  2 0 7 - 6 5 5 -
4635 daytime for more 
information.

CEMETERY 
PLOTS

4 buriel plots @ Gracelawn 
Memorial Park, Auburn, 
Section M, Garden of 
Mercy $600 each. 
 

CRAFTS, 
ANTIQUES, 

HOUSEHOLD 
ITEMS

Handmade floral wreaths, 
stained glass, Jewelry, 
P a i n t i n g s ,  a n t i q u e 
fu r n i sh ings .  An t ique 
Stickley Oak Bench (Love 
Seat)

Windsor straight chair, 
walnut stain oak end table 
21x21 sq. Call for prices 
and description. MJ Crafts 
222-0665   

GARAGE 
SALE

Friday-Saturday 8am to 
2 pm - 828 Maine Street
Poland - small appliances, 
fans, small air conditioner,  
10 speed bicycle, crafts, 
jewelry, boom box, twin 
baby stroller, buffet table 
with draws, decorative 
table, fishing equipment, 
variety of items for info call 
#207-784-6815

HAIR        
SERVICES

Hair at Home! Can’t get 
out to the hair salon? We’ll 
come to you anywhere 
in the L/A area! We offer 
services in the privacy 
of your own home. Great 
rates. 
Excellent service. Call 
cell phone 754-9805 or 
782-1271.

HEALTH &    
FITNESS

DO YOU HAVE CHRONIC KNEE 
OR BACK PAIN? 

If you have insurance, 
you may qualify for the 
perfect brace at little to no 
cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504.

HELP    
WANTED

Technical Field Manager
Modula, Inc.; Lewiston, ME 
04240. Prvd tech’l training, 
instal. & supprt. service 
to innovative automated 
storage technologies 
& vertical carousels to 
all Modula customers & 
dealers located in the 
U.S. Req’s: HS Dipl. +60 
mos employ.  exp.  as 
Field Technician. Emploly. 
exp. must incl writing 
of electrical diagrams & 
installation of electro-
mechanical components. 
Dom. trvl 4X/wk throughout 
all 50 U.S. states. Position 
req’s performing physical 
ac t i v i t i es .  Emai l  CV: 
recruit ing.us@modula.
com.

Food Concession 
Fryeburg Fair

Festivals of Maine is look-
ing for food concession 
workers for the Fryeburg 
Fair. $20.00 per hour part 
time or full time. October 
2-10 Call Nel to make 
arrangements 207-740-
3398

Backyard mechanic in 
Lewiston area 
& help for the 

Skowhegan Fair
Mickey Amlotte is looking 
for a mechanic that might 
need a place to stay.
I need help for my Skow-
hegan Dice Game, Mon-
eywheel, and Sealed 
Tickets. Living quarters 
available  call 207-782-
5526

IN HOME 
ELDER CARE
Includes personal care, 
c o o k i n g ,  s h o p p i n g , 
light housekeeping, and 
companionship. Keep your 
family member safely at 
home. 35 years experience, 
CNA,  Med  Tech  and 
Alzheimer’s training. Call 
or text Sue 207-205-5013

PAINTING 
SERVICES

Interior painting and 
design project con-
sulting. Parking lot line 
stripes for cars parking 
spots; for businesses 
and restaurants. Proj-
ect consultations and 
best methods for fin-
ished project comple-
tion. Stepladder Enter-
prize 207-786-9849

SENIOR 
TRIPS

WHITE MOUNTAIN 
HOTEL AND RESORT

Classified Ads
NOVEMBER 28 - 29 

2021
Trip includes1 night 
lodging - 3 meals 
(Grand Sunday 
Brunch), 2 different 
entertainment shows, 
Austrian Sleigh ride 
through Jackson Vil-
lage, Chocolate Tour, 
shopping and more.

TROPICAL COSTA  
RICA - MARCH 12 - 

20, 2022
Trip includes 9 days 
-14 meals - San Jose, 
Monteverde Cloud 
Forest, Lake Arsenal 
Cruise, Hanging Bride 
Walking Tour, Guided 
riverboat trip in a cov-
ered canoe in Arsenal, 
Arsenal Volcano, Gua-
nacaste, coffee planta-
tion and more.
 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 
- APRIL 7 - 13, 2022

Trip includes 6 nights - 
10 meals - Two guided 
tours of Washington 
D.C. memorials.  Eve-
ning guided tour of 
Memorials and Mon-
uments, Admission to 
New Bible Museum, 

Tram ride through Ar-
lington National Cem-
etery , Admission to 
George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon and 
more.
MACKINAC ISLAND  
SEPTEMBER 10-18, 

2022
 Trip includes 8 nights 
- 14 meals - Guided 
tour of Mackinaw City, 
Guided Carriage Tour 
of Mackinac Island, 
Boat ride through Soo 
Locks and Sault Sainte  
Marie, Admission to 
Colonial Michillmacki-
nac and so much more.  

For questions and 
detailed information 
on any of these trips, 
please call Claire - 207-
784-0302 H - 207-576-
8604 C or Cindy - 207-
345-9569

YARD SALE
S a t u r d a y,  A u g u s t 
28, 1297 Roosevelt 
Trail, Raymond. 9-3. 
Antique tins, postcards; 
bureau, room divider, 
speakers, office-style 

d e s k s ;  h i g h c h a i r, 
beach cabana, wooden 
truck, rocking horse; 
convect ion heater, 
electric plug-in heat 
panels, heavy duty 
jacks; walker; brick-
oven door.

WANTED
’Odd jobs and Gig work
Ret i red  teacher  and 
counselor looking for odd 
jobs and Gig work.
Trained and experienced 
in babysitting, Petsitting, 
senior/adult care and 
cleaning. I am vaccinated
Contact: Missy 207-253-
9762 or allinoneservices1@
yahoo.com

Classifieds 
$10
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Supporting The Dempsey Center
Defeating Cancer

www.atwork.com • (207) 225-5627

NOW HIRING
Flaggers $15 per hour

i

Immediate Openings at American Builders!
Call today • Work today • Get paid today

Entry level positions.  500-8100

DIRECT SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS NEEDED
Full-time in Auburn starting at $16 per hour!

• Career Advancement Opportunities
• Student Loan Assistance 

• Tuition Reimbursement • Generous Paid Time Off 
• Verizon & Sprint Cell Phone Discounts

Please visit www.suprwink.org/careers to learn more!
(207) 871-1211 x2209 or e-mail recruitment@spurwink.org

H
elp W

anted 
■ H

elp W
anted

Get your help wanted 
ad in today! 558-8488
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