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Biologists confirm sightings of
endangered bird species in
Franklin County

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

A family of an endangered bird
species has made its home locally,
and it took the keen eyes of two local
biologists to confirm their presence
in western Franklin County.

The family of swallow-tailed kites,
approximately 10-12 in number,
have been sighted in Little Bear
Valley for three consecutive years by
biologist Joel Pounders.

After Pounders posted his sighting
on Facebook, biologist Brian Pace
contacted Pounders last month to
report sightings of the same birds
near his home in the Red Bay
Bottoms.

Swallow-tailed kites are considered
one of nature’s most beautiful, and
rarest, birds. With only an estimated

2,500 breeding pairs remaining as
recently as five years ago, this
unique bird of prey is found primarily
on the Gulf Coast near swamps and
marsh areas.

According to www.audubon.org,
swallow-tailed kites enjoy a diet of
insects, frogs, lizards, snakes and
nestling birds. Their diet is well-suit-
ed to wooded river swamps with tall
trees preferred for nesting.

And western Franklin County, with
its lakes and creeks, has become the
location of choice for one swallow-
tailed kite family.

After Pace confirmed his sighting
with photos, Pounders contacted the
Avian Research and Conservation
Institute, wildlife  officials in
Mississippi and South Carolina’s
Raptor Center, to verify the sightings

in Franklin County.
See ‘ENDANGERED,’ page 9

Cold case file feature:
Yu Chin Goodson

Dr. Joe Teal
For the FFP

Yu Chin Goodson, a 57-year-old
Asian female, was last seen on
March 25, 2005, leaving a halfway
house for mentally disabled adults
where she lived in Russellville.

When the other house residents sat
down to dinner, they noticed that she
was not there. And when Goodson
didn’t return, law enforcement start-
ed a massive search for her.

At the time of her disappearance,
she had graying black hair, brown
eyes, and was wearing a pink or blue
pullover shirt and blue jeans.
Investigators say she did not take

any identification or medications with
her, her driver’s license has never
been renewed, her prescriptions
were never re-filled, and she has not
accessed her bank accounts since
she disappeared.

Goodson has never been heard
from again. Her case still remains
unsolved.

Over the years there have been
several sightings of a person
believed to be Yu Chin Goodson, but
those leads always turned cold.
Police could never track down the
person matching her description.

One witness said a woman match-
ing Goodson’s description was seen
See ‘GOODSON,’ page 7

iIs ready to serve you'

SingingRiverDentistry.com

po-
Bowen

Franklin Shopping Center
14001 Hwy. 43 Suite 15B ay
Next to Jackson’s Furniture

256-889-0111
Open Thurs.-Fri. 10-7 and Sat. 9-5

Taking care of

your family’s =
dental needs Q%‘f

Brett M. Bowen, DDS

Family

Dentistry
243 Underwood Road - Russellville 256 332 4000

\\

Hablamos Espano '@ ((f

=t & W B

W RUSSELLVILLE
DENTAL CARE

Everyone Deserves To Smlle’

rgl

S C L 3=

Eﬁ

Dr. Steve Hammack & Staff i:n"a%'?

NEW LOCATION! ;

510 Engle Dr SE
(256) 332.6073

G ROU P
BlueCross BlueShield
of Alabama

@'

familypharmacygroup.com



We offer ground burial, mausoleum
%, . and cremation spaces. All may be
g %a0 purchased at need or pre-need to include

%¥.%& the burial vault and bronze memorial.

Providing a peaceful, beautiful and serene
cemetery for the people of Franklin County.

Carolyn Atkins Porter Q22K
3 2710 Waterloo Road * 256.332.2115

“In Memory of our loved ones...”
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works
and Franklin Memory Gardens

K@mgvapo
9000 Punifs

$15.99

Lawrence G. Brassard Jr., 52, of Red Bay,
passed away on Saturday, August 28th. A cele-
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passed away on Thursday, September 2nd.
Interment at Gray Rock Cemetery.

- James Larry Robison, 76, of Russellville,
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256.332.5200 % Interment at Knights of Pythias Cemetery.
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September 13th meeting to
introduce Main Street Alabama
program to Russellville citizens

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The public is invited to an informational meeting of the City of R%ssellville
Downtown Redevelopment Committee on Monday, September 13"" at 6:30
p.m., at the Roxy Theatre.

Tanya Maloney with Main Street Alabama will present a program on her
organization and how it works with Alabama communities to promote com-
munity revitalization in historic downtown areas.

The meeting will serve as a kickoff for the Downtown Redevelopment
Committee’s goal of working toward Main Street Alabama community desig-
nation.

Citizens are encouraged to attend and ask questions about the Main Street
Alabama program and how it works in partnership with communities to build
a sustainable community revitalization plan.

There are 28 designated communities in Alabama. According to www.main-
streetalabama.org, those communities have seen 2,588 new jobs, 729 new
businesses and more than $609,000,000 in private and public investment
since 2014.

Main Street Alabama is a non-profit organization that focuses on public-pri-
vate partnerships, combined with community engagement, to create new
jobs, spark investment, attract visitors and promote new growth.

For updates on news and sports throughout the
week, be sure and visit us online at
www.franklinfreepress.net!

FRANKLIN
FREE PRESS

113 WASHINGTON AVE. NW
RUSSELLVILLE, AL 35653
256-332-0255

ing for our country.

The Franklin Free Press is published weekly by
Pilati Investments, Inc.
Our publication is mailed to our readers at no charge.

Publisher probably don't either.

All these years, | thought the
meaning of Labor Day was a day to
celebrate our military who are fight-

| looked up the meaning of this
holiday that is celebrated on the \
first Monday in September and @
that’s when | realized | didn’t have
all the information and most of you

Bowling Family Medical Clinic

Bowling Famlly Medlcal CImlc

* We are a primary care and
walk-in clinic
* We accept all insurance,
including Medicaid
* Convenient location at
1369-A, Hwy 43 in Littleville

Se Habla Espaiiol!

Mon. - Thurs, 8 - 6

256-333-4112 Faprunpy whgEN;

My take on this... happy belated

Labor Day!

structures who have put in a lot of hard work for
honest pay.
- It doesn’t stop there. The people who work from
-q; inside an office or your own home should consid-
3 3' = er yourselves a part of this celebration.
Lives evolve through all acts of labor.
Did you know that the idea of Labor Day was
proposed by the Central Labor Union?
It was first celebrated in New York in 1882. It
became an interest to the American worker and

Gail Motes
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I'd often laugh and say it should be a holiday to
celebrate the hours women spend in labor. Being
a mother and giving birth can often be long and
hard hours. Well guess what? That was included
in the description of the holiday! Now isn’t that
interesting?

FInding out it does refer to all the laborers who
have built our roads, houses and the many other

became a national holiday in 1894 and is still cel-
ebrated today.

The Department of Labor puts it beautifully on its
website when it's referred to as a day when the
nation pays tribute to the greater of so much of the
nation’s strength, freedom and leadership.

So yes, this is to celebrate our military, our first

SEE ‘TAKE,’ page 7

Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels, letters to the editor and other creative
submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t
forget to visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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Volunteers are needed with Kindred Hospice. Come and serve
your community in a way that meets your goals and time
availability. Contact: Kay Holt, LBSW,VC or Kimberly Mansfield, VC @
Kindred Hospice 256-764-0873.
he Why Knot Diner in downtown Russellville will host a Car
Show on Sunday, Sept. 12, from 12 p.m-6 p.m. They have
scheduled for Jackson Avenue between Lawrence and Montgomery
Streets to be closed during the event. There is a $10 entry fee for those
who want their vehicle to be judged. (Best All Around Car, Truck/SUYV,
Bike will get trophies) and Race Car & RatRod will receive plaques. We
will also have door prizes for those who enter their vehicles. But anyone
who doesn't want to pay the entry fee can still bring their vehicles and
show them off right along with the rest. Contact Dustin at 256-668-2585
for more info and follow @Why Knot Diner on FB to see posts and
updates.
cLomoe and Turner reunion will be on September 11th at
11 a.m. at Spruce Pine Community Center. Bring covered
dishes. Call (256)-324-5288 for more information.
ommunity Action of Northwest Alabama has COVID-19
funding available through its Utility Program. If you have
missed work or lost income due to COVID-19, the program may be avail-
able for you. You can apply online at www.caanw.org, or in person at the
Community Action office, located in the Russellville Wellness Shopping
Center on Hwy. 43 South. The office is open Monday thru Friday from 8-
4:30 p.m. Community Action also has a rental assistance program that
may help you with rent if you meet the qualifications. Call 256-332-7534
for more information.
he NACOLG SenioRx Medication Assistance Program sup-
plies free and low-cost medications for anyone in Alabama
with a disability or a chronic illness, regardless of age, that requires daily
medication. Medicare recipients may also be eligible. For more informa-
tion, contact NACOLG SenioRx today. There is no charge for this serv-
ice. Call 1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) or 256-389-0529 and ask for
Paula Pardue. This program is in partnership with the state of Alabama
and Alabama Department of Senior Services.
Divorced? Separated? We can help. Divorce Care is a weekly
seminar/support group that will help you heal from the hurt.
It’s a warm, caring environment led by people who understand what you
are going through. Learn practical information and gain hope for your
future. Come join us at First Baptist Church, Colbert Heights, every
Wednesday night from March 15 through June 7 from 6-8 p.m. Church is
located at 6000 Woodmont Drive, Tuscumbia, AL 35674. For more infor-
mation, call 256-383-8016 or go online to www firstcolbertheights.com.
Foster Parent Training Course will be offered by the
Franklin County Department of Human Resources starting
Sunday, Sept. 12. The Sunday classes will be from 2-5 p.m., and will end
on Sunday, November 14. Foster parent licensing requirements include
being 19 years or older, passing a criminal background check for all
household members 19 or older, clearance of state central registry on child
abuse and neglect for all household members 14 or older, family stability,
regular source of income, if married the marriage must be at least one year
in duration. For more information, contact Leilani Johnson at DHR at 256-
331-5940.

We love to hear from you! Please send your guest
columns, cartoon panels, letters to the editor, recipes
and other creative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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SAMFORD UNIVERSITY
MCWHORTER SCHOOL OF PHARMACY

2 LOCATIONS:

Blood pressure, blood sugar, pulse, and informative shingles
vaccination counseling!

No appointment necessary'

Morgan Hovater
and
MaKayla Franks
PharmD Candidates 2022

256.383.447 3 Ext. 2021
340 Cox Blvd ¢ Sheffield, AL

Have an event we can help publicize? Call
us at 256-332-0255.

For updates on news and sports
throughout the week, visit us online at
www.franklinfreepress.net. Send your let-
ters to the editor and other creative sub-
missions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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‘GOODSON,’ from page 1

getting into a small gray or silver older-model car - possibly a Nissan or
Mazda, with a loud muffler - and headed towards Decatur, AL on Highway 24.
Authorities believe Goodson may have been trying to reach her son, who
lives in Decatur.

When the case was featured on America’s Most Wanted Missing Person’s
Hotline, more tips came in, all pointing in the direction of the Huntsville area,
specifically around Parkway Place Mall.

Detectives checked several leads, but none were successful.

Goodson is reportedly mentally and physically disabled, including cardiac
problems, diabetes, hypertension, and paranoid schizophrenia. Although she
is not insulin-dependent, she must take daily medication for all of those con-
ditions and she does not have her medicine with her. As a result of her con-
ditions, Goodson may appear to be disoriented or intoxicated. She may be
staying in homeless shelters.

You might be able to solve a mystery. If you have any information on Yu
Chin Goodson, regardless of how insignificant it may seem; or if you spot
someone who could be her, you are encouraged to stay with her and contact
Capt. Jake Tompkins of the Russellville Police Department at (256) 332-
2230, or Shoals Crime Stoppers at 256-386-8685.

This article is a team effort of the Franklin Free Press, Dr. Joe Teal (mem-
ber Atlanta Press Club), the Russellville Police Department, the Franklin
County Sheriff’s Department and Shoals Crime Stoppers.

‘TAKE,” from page 4
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Day! — Creative Image Salon
And as always, until . i
later... & 7129 Hwy 43 * Spruce Pine

Village at Oliver Place
Apartments & Townhomes

Water included starting at:
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205.993.5005. * Pike Avenue ° Phil Campbell
TDD (Hearing impaired) 800.548.2546

Email your event information to us at franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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FRANKLIN DISCOUNT Russellville Middle School teacher
o LDRUGS ) profile: Mrs. Marisa Rich
In Phil camnnelllzo 5 993 45 5 4 The Tiger Times is a student newspaper written and published by

Russellville Middle School students under the guidance of English Language
Arts teacher Kaitlyn Richardson. The Franklin Free Press will publish articles
written by these talented students as time and space allows. We’re proud to

m m m help promote the talents of these young journalists.
r
Lily Cate Pace
Russellville Middle School

@Imm E ; Mrs. Marisa Rich has been teaching for a total of 10 years and has been at
‘ Russellville Middle School since the fall of 2016. She teaches seventh and

eighth grade accelerated mathematics.

We had the opportunity to go and have a one-on-one interview with Mrs.
Rich. She was asked a few questions that might be fun to find out about her!

When asked what she likes doing in her free time outside of school, she
said she enjoys the outdoors.

“I like kayaking with my oldest (son) and my husband, traveling and hunt-
ing, Rich said.

Mrs. Rich has a family of four: two boys, Landon and Aiden, and an amaz-
ing husband, Scottie.

= ' A fun fact about Mrs. Rich is that she was a cheer and volleyball coach in
Mon.-Fri. 9-6 v the past
When asked which one was her favorite to coach, she said, “Oh that’s a
31 45 HW 237 hard question, but probably volleyball because that’s what | played.”
y Seriousness aside, she was asked some pretty random questions. For

example, we asked her how she likes her steak cooked.
“Medium—not too pink, not too brown,” she replied.
Mrs. Rich went to Universal Studios this summer so we asked her what her

Phil Campbell
favorite ride was.

Next to Phil Campbell Owner/Pharmamst “Harry Potter and the Forbidden Journey. We rode it two times,” Rich

- answered.
H Ig h SChOOI Wes Mayfleld Mrs. Rich may seem like a math teacher on the outside, but she’s a science

teacher on the inside. Mrs. Rich said science was her second best subject in
school, behind math.

When asked whether she would prefer to win the lottery or live twice as
long, Mrs. Rich had a thoughtful answer.

“I'd rather win the lottery because | can enjoy it with my family. If | lived
twice as long then | wouldn’t be able to live the second life with my family,”
she said.

The next time you see Mrs. Rich, make sure to say hello and share what
you learned about her in this art|cle

N WA

\5 v
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Tune in to WGOL 100.7 FM to hear “Real Estate Tips with
Willodean” weekdays at 8 a.m. and 12 p.m. Davis is the
owner/broker of Davis Realty & Associates in Russellville.

- ~= Dauis Realty & Assoc., Inc.
" “We scll anything wnden the Sun!”

Gifts ® Home Decor
Mér Personalized Iltems
Jewelry @ Baby Items

_—_--—_\

-— o COURTESY PHOTO
AndersynJack com | Rich has been teaching at RMS since 2016 and teaches seventh and
o eighth grade accelerated mathematics.

Any purchase with this ad. |

‘ Expires 8/31/21
— P For updates on news and sports throughout the week,
256.398.8928 # 944 Ronnie McDowell Ave visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!

M-Th: 9-4, Fr: 9-5, Sat: 9-3
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Miranda Decker, M.D.

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Comprehensive Adult
Health Care

Russe_llville Internal
Medicine, P.C.

535 Gandy Street NE
Russellville, AL 35653

256-332-1120
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8-5

PAGE 9
SEPTEMBER 8, 2021

‘ENDANGERED,’ from page 1

“They require two witnesses with photographic evidence, so when Brian
confirmed seeing them, we were able to report the sighting,” Pounders said.
“The last time this bird was known to be here in Franklin County was between
150-200 years ago.”

Swallow-tailed kites are classified as a ‘species of high conservation con-
cern’ in Alabama and sightings north of the Gulf Coast are rare.

The kites are extraordinarily graceful in flight and are among a handful of
bird species that drink water while flying. They skim over the waterway with
their beaks open just enough to draw in water during flight.

For those fortunate enough to witness these birds in flight, their acrobatic
show includes hanging motionless in the air, swooping and gliding and rolling
upside down then zooming high in the air with ease, according to
www.audubon.org.

Pounders has seen the same family of swallow-tailed kites for three years
now, as the birds have warmed to the well-suited habitat near the Bear Creek
Lakes.

Pace and his mother Dianne, an avid bird-watcher, recognized the birds
when they saw Pounders’
FB post. But the Paces
thought they might be
osprey hatchlings or
some other species until
they shared their video
and confirmed they were
swallow-tailed kites.

“We've got a pond
behind our house and
Little Bear Creek runs
just below us. The grist
mill waterfall is nearby,”
Pace said. “And we've
got lakes within a 10-

minute drive, so we'’re COURTESY PHOTO
surrounded by water and pccording to Pounders, the last time a
tall trees, which is their g ajowed-tailed kite was spotted in Franklin

preferred habitat.” ]
Both Pounders and County was between 150-200 years ago.

Pace wanted to publicize

the sighting of swallow-tailed kites so that hunters don’t mistake them for
hawks. From their bills to the tips of their forked tails, swallow-tailed kites
measure almost two feet long, with a wingspan exceeding four feet.

In a few months, the kites will migrate south, with many of them gliding/fly-
ing all the way to Cuba for winter. Others will rest overnight, then migrate as
far south as Ecuador or Peru in South America.

“One swallow-tailed kite that was banded did more than a 1,700-mile flight
without ever touching the ground on its way to Brazil,” Pounders said.

Pounders said if there was just a one-year sighting, there wouldn’t be much
significance, scientifically speaking. But with sightings confirmed for three
consecutive years, that’'s enough to interest conservation experts.

“There’s just something about Franklin County these birds like. | suspect it’s
our abundant water resources,” Pounders said. “They are considered the
most beautiful of birds, with their long, pointed wings and forked tails.”

Pounders said it's exciting for Franklin County to be part of the journey for
an endangered species to regain its numbers.

“There are a lot of sound biological concerns about how we’re losing a lot
of species, so it's pretty cool to see one down to 2,500 breeding pairs com-
ing back and Franklin County as one of the areas they’re choosing,” he said.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week,
visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other
creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.



BUSINESS -
YARD SALES

Saturday, Sept. 11, 6:30
a.m.-12 p.m. 179 Abbey
Lane. Rocker recliner,
exercise bike, owl, roos-
ter and chicken figurines,
women'’s clothing size L-
2X, girls’ clothing, boys’
clothing, newborn-12
months. Jewelry, home

interior pictures.

Family yard sale,
Thursday, September 9th
and Friday, September
10th from 7 a.m. - until.
Lots of mens clothes,
new and old. Got a little
bit of everything. 911
Adam St, NW in
Russellville.

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Multi-Family Yard Sale.

Your family, your children and
grandchildren are your most
precious possession. You bought
a home for them. Now you need

to invest in their education.

Ask me how!

Su familia y sus ninos son Io
mas valioso; compro «
una casa para ellos '
ahora necesite
invertir en su

educacion.
Pregunteme come!

Enrique Aguilar

Engel & Voelkers
256-740-2356

Temporary Yard Work
Needed. One or two-day
job. Please call 256-332-

4037.

Contractor looking for
workers for Diana’s
Workforce. $11/hour

manual labor and pack-
ing posts. Must be able
to lift 65-85 pounds and
work weekends. Please
call (256)-324-0222 for
more information.

FOR SALE

Cemetery plot for sale at
Franklin Memory
Gardens. Please call
256-668-7004.

Electric head tilt bed with
metal frame and twin
long mattress. $100 firm.

(216)-956-5658.

Authentic Michael Kors

purse and matching wal-
let, $120. Call 256-398-
0781.

Metal platform for use as

Queen bed frame. Brand

new. $110. Call 256-398-
0781.

Mainstay suede futon.
Great condition. $100.
Call 256-398-0781.

Trailer and house on
3.75 acres of land. 905
Railsplitter Road in Phil

Campbell. Call (574)-
214-6074 for more infor-

mation! (1)

Two Women'’s 26-inch
Bicycles For Sale. $50
each or both for $75.
Small Filing Cabinet For
Sale. $20. Stationary
Exercise Bicycle. $10.
Call 256-324-2407.

| have two presidential
dollar collections uncir-
culated. A few old wheat
pennies. Call (256)-332-
4037 for more informa-
tion.

Rocks for sale. Creek
rock, field rock, good for

patios, housing and land-

scaping projects. Call
(256)-332-4037.

Yorkie puppy for sale.
Six months old male with
papers and all shots and

worming up to date.
$800 includes carrying

case. Please call 256-

332-1636 or 256-412-

4951,

Hot Wheels twin size

race car bed. Mattress

not included. $150.00.
(256)-810-7275.f

Car for sale! 2000 Ford

Explorer XLT. 225,000
miles. Runs good.
$1,500 OBO. (256)-332-
4347,

Refrigerator for sale.

Works well and is in

good condition. $200
OBO. (256)-332-4347.

PETS

Four kittens and one
mama cat FREE to good
home. May take any or
all. Wormed & weaned.

Litter box trained. Call

256-324-2407.
FOR RENT

One bedroom with yard

and patio. For informa-

tion call 256-332-5081 or
256-627-1996.

Duplex One Bedroom
Apartment For Rent.

([T

a. = o H 1 H -
256.332.0255

LOST & FOUND * GARAGE SALES ¢« PETS * APPLIANCES » HELP WANTED « SERVICES * APPLIANCES * CLOTHING * FURNITURE

WRECKER DRIVER NEEDED

background check.

Must apply in person at M&N Wrecker, 11833 Hwy. 43,
Russellville. NO PHONE CALLS. Must have valid
driver’s license and be able to pass drug test and

=Yg [

256 -332-5081 or 256-
627-1916.

Yard, covered patio,

jacuzzi tub. Call 256- Duplex Two Bedroom

332-5081 or 256-627- Apartment For Rent.
1916. Yard, covered patio. Call

A good
neighbor
has your

back.

Life's a combination of good
days and bad. | have your
back for both. And who has
my back? The company more
people have trusted for

90 years. CALL ME TODAY.

Rhett Bradford, Agent
201 Washington Avenue NW
Russellville, AL 35653
Bus: 256-332-0540
www.insuredbyrhett.com
Monday-Friday 8:30-5:00
After Hours & Saturdays
By Appointment

o StateFarm’

State Farm
Bloamington, IL

1606040

health!

Now Offering Welght Loss Counsellng
and Botox/Filler injections,
provided by Dr. Jeffrey Chenyi.

Experience and Trust you can
rely on for your family's

Call for an
appointment

(256) 398-7212 » 14001 Hwy 43

Franklin Shopping Center » Russellville, AL
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Previewing week four
of high school football
in Franklin County

Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

Last week was the first week that every school
with a football team in Franklin County were on the
gridiron at the same time during the 2021 season.

Going 2-3 for the week, schools in Franklin
County will look to post a winning record this week
as four out of the five schools will play games this
Friday night.

So without further ado, let's begin this week’s
breakdown of the local high school matchups that
you will be in attendance for this Friday night.

Russellville at Brewer

Going on the road for the first time in 2021, the
Golden Tigers are fresh off of a 44-10 victory over
Mae Jemison last Friday night. Russellville will
look to continue their winning during region play
this Friday night as they travel to Somerville to
take on the Brewer Patriots.

The Golden Tigers head into this week sitting at
3-0 with wins over Decatur, Deshler and the afore-
mentioned Mae Jemison while averaging a stag-
gering 38.6 points per game while allowing just
20.6 points per game.

Brewer on the other hand has struggles so far in
2021, coming into this week at 0-3. With losses to
Danville, Ardmore and Priceville (by a 70-0 mar-
gin), the Patriots have yet to pull out a victory this
season.

Brewer is averaging a touchdown per game on
offense while giving up an average of 38.6 points
per game, which as we mentioned above, match-
es the Golden Tigers scoring average for the sea-
son.

The all-time series has strongly been in favor of

See ‘PREVIEW, page 14

Pest So|uti/ps

Pest & osquito
Control

256-332-4008

Fresh off of their first playoff appearance since 2015, the Phil Campbell Bobcats are looking to make it back-
to-back playoff berths. And they will try to do it with a sound offense and a relentless defense along the way.

| 1
ik

v

Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

PHIL CAMPBELL - Over the course of the 2020
season, one thing was apparent for the Phil
Campbell Bobcats football program: they could
score with just about anyone.

During their season which included a playoff run,
the Bobcats eclipsed the 30-point threshold three
times while setting a school record for points in a
game with 62 in a win over Elkmont.

However, the one pitfall for the Bobcats in 2020
was the defense as they allowed 30 or more
points five times over the course of the season.

And while the offense is still talented enough to
hold their own despite losing a ton of veteran tal-
ent last season, there is more of a focus on the
defensive side of things for head coach Kevin

) .

PHOTO BY CHRISTIAN MEDINA
The Bobcats are off to a 2-1 start to the season thanks in part to a stiffling defense that has
allowed just 15 total points so far during the 2021 season.

Barnwell and his squad here in 2021.

Finding a team that’s had a better defensive start
to their 2021 season than the Phil Campbell
Bobcats would be quite taxing.

Through three games, the Bobcats have allowed
just 15 points total and boast a 2-1 record headed
into this Friday night’'s matchup against Clements.

“l feel like we're at this point for a reason
because we’'ve made a commitment to get better
on the defensive side of the ball and it's showing
for us,” Barnwell said.

What's to credit for the sudden change for the
Bobcats on defense?

Barnwell says it's a mixture of good coaching
and good players buying into a process.

“We’ve got a very good buy-in on that side of the

See ‘STARTING,’ page 13

Don’t forget to visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!



BUSINESS DIRECT RY

franklinfreepress.net
LAN DSCAPING

Advertise with us! Call 256.668.2708 or 256.332.0255

MOWING

> AN
- LAWN SEVRVICE

Fr \
: Esti
Lice

MULCHING » CLEANING LEAVING §*

HEDGING & SHRUBS * EDGING

PEST CONTROL
%@ PREDATOR
“Nemgf” PEST CONTROL

“The Insect Predator”

Eddie Deaton
(256) 627-1996

50 Years Combined Experience

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405

(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055

A [ |
Franklin County District Attor: nev
256 332.8870 « 256. 710 4713
o (daytime) . (a s

MASSAGE

REWARD YOURSELF OR
SOMEONE YOU.
LOVE

\

256-332-1561
73 Flippen St

Russellv1lle

Housing Authority
Incorporated

Daycare, Boarding & Grooming
@(’(’b 1140 Ronnie McDowell Ave ' §)

Behind Pizza Hut
r’oo

Lﬁﬁ 256-398-8112 Iy

o

MAILBOX « SMARTPHONE * TABLET ° COMPUTER *RA!

£

Sunday: 11:00 - 12:00
T Adult Sunday School: 10:00 - 11:00

Everyone is invited to join us for
this special time of worship.

PUBLIC SERVICE
BUCKLE UP! It Could Save Your Life}

franklinsheriff.org

(256) 332-8811

HOME INSPECTION

MC Home Inspection |

Presale Home Inspection

—&&s

Mart Culp

Russellville, AL 35654
martculp@gmail.com

E D.
"RANKLINFREEPRESS.NE

256-331-9209
256-324-8692




05 Chevy Impala
$1000 Down $1200 Down
96 Ford F250 04 Jeep Gr Cherokee
$1500 Down $1200 Down

04 Chevy Tahoe 08 Jeep Gr Cherokee
$1800 Down $1500 Down
10 Ford Fusion 06 Ford Explorer

$1800 Down $800 Down
elledge.jeff@gmail.com

2506 Woodward Ave ¢ Muscle Shoals
256.383.7979 » 256.710.3711

Pick up your FREE copy of the

Franklin Free Press at GJ's!!!
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 4a - 7p

GROCERY

FISHING
SUPPLIES
DELI
256-332-1324

@< Full Service Deli w/ Breakfast
& Lunch Plates

&< Ethanol-Free Gas

&< Hunting/Fishing Licenses

&< Fishing Supplies/ Live Bait

14545 AL 187 @
Intersection of AL 24

Don’t forget to visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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‘STARTING,’” from page 11

football. Last year we felt like offensively we did enough but we didn’t go
all-in on the defensive side,” Barnwell said. “Trevor Allison has come along
in coaching our defensive line and the d-line is playing really well. And of
course | think that David Palmer is one of the best defensive minds around
and he does so much to help us and so does coach Gilbert. We're all on the
same page and our kids are getting coached every single play.”

The Bobcat defense against elkmont limited the Red Devils to just 128
yards of total offense while picking off four passes and forcing two fumbles
on the night as well.

In a game against Lamar County the week before the Bobcats’ matchup
against Elkmont, the offense was unable to find its footing and as a conse-
quence the Bobcats were held scoreless.

That scoreless streak of four quarters didn’t hold over from week-to-week.

On the road for the first time this season, it took the Bobcats less than three
minutes to jump on the board as Bryant Hyde broke away for a 38-yard
touchdown run to kickoff what was an extremely productive offensive show-
ing for the Bobcats.

“We made the commitment to distribute the ball to our playmakers because
last week | didn’t do a great job of making that happen against Lamar County.
And we did a much better job of that this week,” Barnwell said. “And that was
ultimately the difference from last week to this week. You get the ball into
those guys’ hands that are going to make plays for you and that’'s what we
were able to do.”

The Hyde touchdown run was the first of many scores for the Bobcats, to
the tune of 41 unanswered points before Elkmont was able to get on the
board with their only score late in the third quarter.

An impressive offensive showing that saw the Bobcats amass more than
500 yards of total offense and 24 first downs also saw five different Bobcats
find the endzone en route to a 55-8 victory to kick off their region slate.

Allowing just eight points in their first region matchup of the year points to
encouraging signs for both Bobcat coaches and fans alike as Phil Campbell
will have their first significant region test this Friday night against Clements.

“Clements has played some really good teams in West Limestone and

See ‘STARTING,’ page 15

Dr. Kelly's 4

Urgent Care

Walk-In visits available.
We are available to screen
and test for COVID-19.

Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. 1-5
13150 Hwy. 43, Suite 10, Russellville

256-331-2092.

Serving your family for more than 30 years.
Family Practice, Pediatrics, Newborn Care.




Shoals Primary Care
welcomes

Dr. Zaman
Shah

to the practice
in Shefheld

Board certified in Internal Medicine,
Dr. Shah is an exceptional physician and
a close family member of Dr. Syed.

He will be continuing Dr. Syed’s legacy
of excellent and compassionate patient
care with Shoals Primary Care.

Monday-Thursday 8am - 5pm
Walk-ins are Welcome

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED
MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

SHOALS

PRIMARY CARE

342 Cox Boulevard
Shefhfield
256-383-4473

shoalsprimarycarellc.com

Kevin G. Kelly, M.D.

Serving your family for over 3(C

FAMILY PRACTICE
Pediatrics
Ne*-“*~qrn Care

Urgent Care &
W are siil here!

* Entrance located on right
side closest to Fred's
« Please excuse our growing pains

ew look!
236-331-2v

For updates on news and sports throughout the
week, visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!

No Appointment Needed

13150 Hwy. 43 Suite 10

Russellville, AL
(intersection of Hwy. 24 and Hwy. 43)

" )2-5901
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‘PREVIEVW,’ from page 11

the Golden Tigers dating back to the first matchup in 2002.

Since then, Russellville has won all seven matchups to date (including last
year’s 59-0 victory) while scoring an average of 49 points per contest.

Brewer has averaged 6.5 points per game on offense in those seven
games.

Phil Campbell vs. Clements

This one figures to be one of the more highly-contested local matchups this
Friday night as the Bobcats play host to the Clements Colts as they contin-
ue region play.

The story so far in 2021 for the Bobcats has been their defense as Phil
Campbell has allowed just 15 points total on the season. Yes, you read that
right - 15 points fotal.

The defense will have a critical task on their hands on Friday night as the
Colts have scored an average of 28 points per game in their two matchups
(both losses) against Wilson and West Limestone, both of whom are higher
calcification than the
Colts.

And while the defense
has certainly been the
calling card for Phil
Campbell this season,

Pest So|uti/ps

the offense is more than i s
capable of holding their | \
own as well. = N M

Scoring 27.3 points per
game on the year, the
Bobcats sit at 2-1 with [
their lone loss coming at
the hands of Lamar
County by a 7-0 final.

Over the course of their
series history, Phil
Campbell and Clements
has been fairly evenly
matched.

Across seven
matchups, the Bobcats
have won three games

Pest & Mosquito
Control

oo, 256-332-4008

game) while the Colts have won four games scoring 200 points (28.5 points
per game).

Last year’s contest resulted in a win for Clements by a 38-18 final.

Tharptown at Lexington

The Wildcats started off the year 2-0 before falling to Colbert County last
week in their first region game of the season.

This week, Tharptown makes the trip to Lexington to take on the Golden
Bears.

In three games this season against Shoals Christian, Phillips (forfeiture)
and Colbert County the Wildcats have averaged just over two touchdowns
per contest (14.5 points per game) while allowing 23 points per game.

Lexington in 2021 sits at 2-1 with their only loss coming to Lauderdale
County by 6-0.

Across three games against Lauderdale County, Tanner and Red Bay, the
Golden Bears are averaging 29 points per game on offense while allowing a
stifling 10.6 points per game on defense.

In a short all-time series, with the first matchup being played last season,
the Golden Bears own the only matchup by a 55-0 final in 2020.

Vina at Decatur Heritage

The Red Devils opened up their region schedule for the season with a loss
to Shoals Christian last Friday night.

This week, Vina continues their region schedule with a road trip to Decatur
Heritage Christian Academy.

Vina currently sits at 0-2 on the season with losses to Marion County and
Shoals Christian while averaging 11 points per game on offense and allow-
ing an average of 39 points per game.

For Decatur Heritage, the Eagles sit at 1-2 in 2021 with losses to Falkville
and Colbert Heights and a win over Phillips. Across those three games, the
Eagles are scoring an average of 29 points per game while allowing 24.3
points per game.

Through six meetings between the Red Devils and the Eagles, Decatur
Heritage owns the all-time series by winning all six matches.

The latest matchup, which came in 2020, went the way of the Eagles by a
53-8 final.

Don’t forget to visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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Bryant Hyde
Junior, Running Back
Phil Campbell

Hyde showed up in a big way for the
Bobcats in their first region game
against Elkmont, both in the air and

on the ground. The junior running 4

back totaled 90 yards on 11 carries
(8.1 yards per carry) and two touch-
downs on the ground while also haul-
ing in two catches for 43 yards and a
touchdown to give him three total

scores in the Bobcats win over
Elkmont.
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Congrats to Week 1 winner TERRY BOLTON, who correctly picked
seven gamesand also won the tiebreaker between Texas Tech and Houston!

Sponsored by
Bedford, Rogers
& McReynolds; F

BEAT BAILEY IS BACK! Submit your picks to us each week in one of two ways: Fill out the entry
form on this page and mail it to us at 113 Washington Ave. NW, Russellville, AL 35653, or email your
picks to us along with your name and number at franklinfreepress@yahoo.com. Picks sent in by mail for
Week 2 must be postmarked by Friday, September 10th, and picks submitted by email for Week 2
must be received by Saturday, September 11th at 10 a.m. Each week, the contestant who correctly
picks the most games will win a free T-shirt and the chance to pick in the grand-prize final-week contest.
If multiple contestants correctly pick the same number of games in a given week, the tiebreaker score will
be used to determine a winner. Contestants are only eligible to win the weekly contest once. No multiple
winners allowed. ONE entry per telephone number. Thanks for playing, and good luck!
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‘STARTING,’ from page 13

Lauderdale County and they made a deep playoff run last season so
they’re a good program,” Barnwell said. “We know that they’re going to be
sound in what they do and well-coached. So we’re going to go in and make
sure that we match the level of intensity that they bring. This week we’re
going to focus more on us than the opponent because last year they out-
played us and so that’s why the focus this week is going to be more on us
than anything.”

Kyle Pace threw just seven passes but completed six of them for 169 yards
and two touchdowns to go along with eight carries for 21 yards and a touch-
down on the ground as well.

Hyde finished with 11 carries for 90 yards and two touchdowns on the
ground while catching two passes for 43 yards and a touchdown.

Blain Goodson, Sage Raper and John Herring also found their way into the
endzone on the ground as well with Goodson adding another touchdown
through the air.

On the defensive side of things, Jeitt Traywick, Braxten Goodson and
Andrew Green all came away with interceptions.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week,
visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other
creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Franl@Free Pre§ Rootballies

Week 2: September 11th Bailey's Pick Your Pick

Your Name:
Phone number:

I Oregon vs. Ohio Ohio St. :
1
I lowa vs. lowa I
I State lowa [
I Washington vs. - e I
I Mich%gan Michigan I
I san Diego St. vs. - L
] Arizona San Diego St. !
| I
| Utahvs. BYU Utah I
I
! Hawaii vs. Hawaii [
I Oregon St. :
|
Missouri vs. [
: Kentucky S :
1 Texas vs. I
I Arkansas Texas [
| Appalachian St. S I
I vs. Miami Miami [
I
I Texas A&M vs. Texas A&M
| Colorado I
I
: Tiebreaker Score: Pittsburgh Tennessee ____ i
| I
| I
| I
3



W RUSSELLVILLE
DENTAL CARE

256.332.6073

510 Engle Dr, * Russellville

Dr. Brandon Jewell
Is now accepting
new patients &
emergencies!

&% Open Monday-Friday
Sy Saturday by
appointment.

:  We accept: Medicaid, BCBS, Delta Dental,
Ameritas, Assurant, Sunlife, Cigna, Guardian,
Southland, Viva, Humana and Pricipal.
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