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B.A. Celebrates 90 Years of 
Great Rooster Days Festivities
By BOB LEWIS  
Contributing Editor  

The weather was spectacular and 
the crowds large and in unusually 
high spirits as Broken Arrow used 
the Labor Day weekend to cele-
brate Oklahoma’s longest running 
community festival.  

Now in its 90th year, Rooster 
Days was presented by TTCU 
Federal Credit Union, the Broken 
Arrow Chamber of Commerce, 
and the City of Broken Arrow. 
The GTR Media Group was proud 
to be a Silver Sponsor of the four-
day event that this year included 
a Beer Garden complete with TVs 
so visitors won’t miss a beat during 
the sports-packed weekend.  

Festivities included two differ-
ent runs, a traditional Main Street 
Parade and a highly competitive 
cornhole tournament along with 
carnival rides and the annual Miss 
Rooster Days competition won this 
year by Annie Rose Duncan, a se-
nior at Broken Arrow High School 
where she is a cheerleader and plays 
soccer.  She has a home-based busi-
ness that includes jewelry creations.  
Her designs can be found on Insta-
gram @daringdelights.

Rooster Days began in 1931 to 
help enhance what at that time was a 
thriving poultry industry in Broken 
Arrow. The secretary-manager of 
the chamber, Leo S. Wortman, came 
up with the idea of establishing a 
special day for farmers to bring their 
excess roosters to market. That first 
year, more than two tons of birds 
were processed for sale. 

Over the years, roosters were 
gradually replaced by entertainment 
activities ranging from live wres-
tling matches to rodeos and personal 
appearances by some of the region’s 
most popular musical groups. 

“TTCU is passionate about our 
community and is honored to spon-
sor an event that means so much to 
Broken Arrow.” said Rosie Kram-
er, Business Development Partner 
for TTCU Federal Credit Union.
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ROOSTER AND FRIEND:  BA’s Rooster joins City Councilor Scott Eudey to entertain Rooster Days visitors.
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MISS ROOSTER DAYS:  Miss Rooster Days Annie Rose Duncan is all smiles as she enjoys her time at one 
of Oklahoma’s greatest events

KUDOS of the MONTH: TU’s KWGS & KWTU Radio
Public Radio Tulsa is a 

listener-supported service 
of the University of Tulsa. 
Public Radio 89.5 KWGS 
and Classical 88.7 KWTU 
are non-commercial FM 
stations broadcasting from 
Kendall Hall on the TU 
campus. 

KWGS hosts National Public Radio, 
which is celebrating its 50th year of broad-
casting.  

From a tower located near Coweta,  
KWGS covers northeastern Oklahoma with 
a power of 50,000 watts; KWTU serves Tul-
sa with 5,000 watts. The stations of Public 
Radio Tulsa are affiliates of National Public 
Radio, American Public Media, Minnesota 

Public Radio, and the British Broadcasting 
System. 

Public Radio Tulsa is funded, in part, by 
the Corporation for Public Broadcasting.
The History:

  KWGS began broadcasting on October 
19,1947 and was the first FM station in 
Oklahoma and one of the first education-

al stations in the 
country. The 
call letters re-
flect the gener-

osity of oilman 
William Grove 
Skelly. KW-
TU’s sign-on of                           
Oct. 15, 2004 cel-

ebrated the return of 
classical music to the Tulsa airwaves and 
owes a debt of gratitude to John K. Major, 
owner of Tulsa’s first commercial classical 
music station. KWTU is the first station in 
Oklahoma to broadcast in digital HD Ra-
dio.

Rich Fisher is the general manager of Pub-
lic Radio Tulsa. 
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The City of Tulsa and Lobeck 
Taylor Family Foundation (LTFF) 
unveiled plans recently to make 
significant infrastructure and 
beautification improvements to the 
Tulsa Market District to restore the 
historic stretch of Route 66.

Planned infrastructure improve-
ments include updates to traffic 
lights, waterlines, the sewer sys-
tem and roadways.  Beautification 
projects include the addition of 
iconic Route 66 signage and light-
ing, ADA compliant sidewalks and 
ramps and more than 77 trees and 
benches.

The project began in July and 
construction is estimated to take 
roughly one year to complete.

“One of the greatest investments 
we’ve made over the past several 
years has been in Route 66,” May-
or G.T. Bynum said. “I’m thankful 
to the Lobeck Taylor Family Foun-
dation for its help in accelerating 
improvements in this area, and I’m 
eager to see the increased opportu-
nities this project will bring to our 
beloved Mother Road.”

LTFF is providing advance fund-
ing to the City of Tulsa through 
Tax Increment Financing (TIF) to 
renovate the stretch of Route 66 
from just north of East 12th Street 
to East 10th Street off of Lewis 
and from South Yorktown Avenue 
to South Atlanta Avenue off of 
11th Street. Funding will be pro-
vided at no interest to the city, and 
LTFF will be paid back up to the 
amount spent on the project over 
time by sales taxes generated with-
in the district. The City and LTFF 
will coordinate infrastructure and 
beautification projects to enable 

the full impact of the work to be 
realized as soon as possible and 
minimize the interruptions caused 
by construction.

“We built Mother Road Market 
to complement a district full of 
locally-owned businesses,” said 
Elizabeth Frame Ellison, president 
and CEO of the Lobeck Taylor 
Family Foundation. “We are proud 
to support Tulsa Market District’s 
goal to be a hub for artisans, artists 
and makers, while maintaining our 
vision for the equitable growth of 
our neighborhood.”

“I’m thankful for the dedicated 
effort from the City of Tulsa and 
the private sector to further pro-
mote the most famous road in the 
entire world - Route 66,” Okla-
homa Lieutenant Governor. Matt 
Pinnell said. “The time is now 
to recapture the popularity of the 
great American road trip, and the 
economic impact it will deliver.”

In 2020, LTFF helped launch the 

Tulsa Market District Business 
Association to improve the orga-
nization and promotion of local 
businesses. The business associ-
ation will provide resources and 
updates to members during road 
construction. 

 
About LTFF:

Founded in 1997 by Bill Lobeck 
and Kathy Taylor, the Lobeck Tay-
lor Family Foundation (LTFF) has 
grown into a second-generation in-
vestment in making Tulsa an inno-
vative, collaborative and thriving 
city. Under the leadership of CEO 
Elizabeth Frame Ellison, LTFF 
aims to decrease the barriers asso-
ciated with Tulsans achieving their 
goals. To fulfill this mission, LTFF 
acts as a Grantmaker, innovator, 
and convener. LTFF supports the 
entrepreneurial and innovation 
ecosystems in Tulsa through its 
owned-and-operated programs in-
cluding Kitchen 66, Mother Road 

Market, Shops at Mother Road 
Market and Tulsa StartUp Series, 
as well as through grants to orga-
nizations. For more information 
about LTFF, visit www.lobecktay-
lor.com.  

About Tulsa Market District:
Back in the heyday of Route 66, 

as people traveled the highway, 
they would stop to experience lo-
cal foods, shops and people.  The 
Tulsa Market District continues 
this legacy as a hub for artisans, 
artists and makers. It is a wildly 
diverse area known for its distinct-
ly Tulsa food, shopping and entre-
preneurs. 
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City of Tulsa and Lobeck Taylor Family Foundation 
Unveil Improvement Plans for Tulsa Market District
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BEAUTIFICATION TEAM:  Leading off the beautification program 
for the Tulsa Market District after the ribbon cutting are, from left, Ter-
race Drive Neighborhood Association President and Tulsa Market Dis-
trict Steering Committee member Burlinda Radney,; Tulsa City Coun-
cilor Kara Joy McKee; Oklahoma Lieutenant Governor Matt Pinnell, 
Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum and LTFF CEO Elizabeth Frame Ellison.
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TREES AND MORE:  In addition to the planting of 77 trees in the 
Tulsa Market District, infrastructure improvements include updates to 
traffic lights, waterlines, the sewer system and roadways.  

Courtesy

LIGHTING UP:  New lighting fixtures, signage, ADA compliant side-
walks and ramps will make the Tulsa Market District an evening fun spot.

Courtesy photo

DELIVERING HOPE:  Meals on Wheels of Greater Tulsa cele-
brated its groundbreaking in July for the Hardesty Service Center 
at 5151 S. Darlington Ave., adjacent to the Tandy YMCA.  Speakers 
included Senator Kevin Matthews, Mayor G.T.Bynum, Executive 
Director of the Anne and Henry Zarrow Foundation Bill Major and 
Jono Helmerich of the Helmerich Family Trust.  Tulsa County Com-
missioner Karen Keith emceed the event.

Photo by Kayte Anton 

UP WITH TREES AT THE AQUARIUM:  Up With Trees Di-
rector of Operations, Mike Perkins, leads a group on a Tree Walk 
at the Oklahoma Aquarium this summer. Planted by Up With Trees 
volunteers, participants learned about the many beautiful trees 
throughout the property, along with a quick guided tour inside the 
Oklahoma Aquarium. 

http://www.okmhm.org
http://billysimsbbq.com
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Tulsa Press Club Hosts Local
Oklahoma Journalism Hall of Fame
Members at a Recent Reception

Members of the Oklahoma Jour-
nalism Hall of Fame met for a spe-
cial reception in July at the Tulsa 
Press Club. Those who couldn’t 
attend the 50th anniversary gala 
in May at the Oklahoma History 
Center also received their com-
memorative membership medals 
at the reception. 

The following profiles the Hall 
of Fame journalists who attended 
the Tulsa Press Club reception by 
their year of induction.

JIM LANGDON, 2006:  Ca-
reer started at The Tonkawa News, 
managed the Oklahoma Press As-
sociation’s Oklahoma Newspapers 
Advertising Bureau, president of 
the American Newspaper Repre-
sentatives, founder of Langdon 
Publishing Company, established 
Tulsa People Magazine, recipi-
ent of the Distinguished Alum-
ni Award from the University of 
Oklahoma School of Journalism.

NEAL KENNEDY, 2011:  
Worked with KCSC-FM, WKY, 
KVOO, KRMG News and the 
Oklahoma Journal, recipient of the 
Edward R. Murrow Award, pres-
ident of the Associated Press and 
United Press International broad-
casting associations, president 
of Oklahoma Sigma Delta Chi, 
broadcasting professor, announcer 
at the Hallett Motor Racing Cir-
cuit. 

JOE HIGHT, 2013:  Former 
managing editor/director of the 
Oklahoman, co-founder of the Dart 
Center for Journalism and Trau-
ma, chairman of the Mid-America 
Press Institute, board member of 
the Associated Press Media Edi-
tors, “Oklahoma Joe” columnist 
for The Journal Record, Universi-
ty of Central Oklahoma endowed 
journalism ethics chair, director 
of the Oklahoma Journalism Hall 
of Fame, Oklahoma Watch board 
chairman, Freedom of Information 
Oklahoma president, recipient of 
at least 20 national awards, includ-
ing being editor of The Gazette in 
Colorado Springs when it won the 
Pulitzer Prize in 2014, author and 
bookstore owner.

JOHN DURKEE, 2016:  News 
Director for KRMG, communica-
tions director for the City of Tulsa, 
news director for the University of 
Tulsa’s KWGS radio station, regu-

lar guest on RSU-TV public affairs 
programs, named 2016 media icon 
by the Tulsa Press Club, worked 
with KTOK, KAKC and KFSB, 
two-time winner Radio television 
Digital News Association’s Ed-
ward R. Murrow Award.

RANDY KREHBIEL, 2017:  
Worked with the Oklahoma City 
Times and the Marion Chroni-
cle-Tribune, sports and news writ-
er for the Tulsa World, covering 
everything from college football 
and boxing to higher education 
and politics; covered the Tulsa 
Race Riot Commission and the 
John Hope Franklin Commission, 
author.   

RALPH SCHAEFER, 2017:  
Associate editor for Southeast 

News, Tulsa County News, and 
the Owasso Reporter, worked on 
all papers in the Retherford Publi-
cations group, senior editor for the 
combined Tulsa Daily Business 
Journal and the Tulsa Daily Com-
merce and Legal News, recipient 
of the Liberty Bell Award, Execu-
tive Committee member for Okla-
homa Journalism Hall of Fame.  

WAYNE GREENE, 2019:  City 
editor, then editorial pages edi-
tor at the Tulsa World, worked 
with the Enid Morning News and 
Enid News Eagle, recipient of the 
University of Oklahoma Distin-
guished Alumni Award (2017), 
named “The Conscience of the 
Community” by the Tulsa Region-
al Chamber of commerce (2016).
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WELCOME BACK AT STOKELY:  The Rotary Club of Tulsa held a 
“Welcome Back” event at the Stokely Event Center in Tulsa recently.  Enjoy-
ing the fun are, from left, Stokely employee Patrick Garcia, Stokely owner 
Sarah Stokely, Rotary Club of Tulsa President David Wagner and Rachel 
Wagner, Lisa Merrill and Rotary 6110 District Governor Kevin Merrill, and 
Rotary Club of Tulsa President-elect Brenda Melancon.

GTR Media group photo

AMONG THE BEST IN JOURNALISM:  Members of the Oklahoma 
Journalism Hall of Fame who attended the reception hosted by the Tulsa 
Press Club in the Atlas Life Building in downtown Tulsa in July are, stand-
ing from left, Ralph Schaefer, Wayne Greene, John Durkee, Randy Kreh-
biel and Joe Hight.  Sitting are, from left, Neal Kennedy and Jim Langdon.  

http://ludgerscatering.com
http://www.scogginsroofing.com
http://www.noc.edu
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NFL Flag Football Youth League Coming to Tulsa
Courtesy KAREN GILBERT 
Tulsa Crime Stoppers

Crime Stoppers, Tulsa Police, 
Tulsa Fire Department, Bank of 
Oklahoma and former wide re-
ceiver of the Green Bay Packers 
Donald Driver are bringing the 
NFL Flag Football experience to 
Tulsa. 

The purpose of this partnership is 
to inspire, educate and inspire Tul-
sa youth through a positive com-
munity relationship. The Driven 
NFL Flag Football experience 
is based on the principal that all 

kids, regardless of their zip code 
or skill, deserve to have access to 
high quality youth sports engage-
ment.

The resulting interaction with 
Tulsa Police and Firefighter vol-
unteer coaches allows area youth 
to participate in sport and get to 
know these members of the com-
munity. NFL Flag Football targets 
youth who face significant barriers 
to opportunities like these today.  
Whether it be transportation or 
funding, Driven strives to provide 
an equal opportunity to all children 
in the Tulsa community.  Bank of 

Oklahoma is working with Driv-
en to make a reality by providing 
scholarship funding to sponsor 
youth participants over the next 
three years.  

Team sports like those created 
through this project improve in-
terpersonal relationships within 
a community by teaching youth 
valuable lessons about teamwork.  
I many instances, coaches can also 
take on valuable roles as mentors 
to young people lacking role mod-
els at home.

For information on enrolling, 
visit nflflag.com.

GTR Media Group Photo

TEAMWORK:  Volunteers in the Driven NFL Flag Football expere-
icne for youth are, from left, Lynn Casey, Robert Scott, Brian Dedeke, 
Donald Driver, Karen Gilbert, Reggie Osborn, Steve Anderson and Nee-
tin Sen. In front is an up-and-coming football star Baylen Sen.  

Cassia Carr to Serve as Tulsa’s Next Deputy Mayor
Mayor G.T. Bynum recently an-

nounced that Cassia Carr is Tulsa’s 
Deputy Mayor. The Deputy Mayor 
serves as the acting mayor in the 
mayor’s absence and coordinates 
policy matters on behalf of the City. 

As Deputy Mayor, Carr oversees 
the Administrative Division of 
City departments - including Mu-
nicipal Courts, Human Resources, 
Information Technology and Cus-
tomer Care – as well as ongoing 
public safety support initiatives 
and collective bargaining. She will 
also work with Deputy Chief of 
Staff Rodrigo Rojas in coordinat-
ing the ongoing 1921 Tulsa Race 
Massacre Graves Investigation.

“Cassia is brilliant, hard-work-
ing, and passionate about Tulsa,” 
Mayor G.T. Bynum said. “As the 

President of the Tulsa Economic 
Development Corporation board 
and as the Vice Chair of the Tulsa 
Authority for Economic Opportu-
nity, she has been closely engaged 
in our efforts to grow Tulsa’s econ-
omy. She brings strong private 
sector experience to our leadership 
team at the City of Tulsa, and I am 
excited for the great things I know 
she will achieve for our communi-
ty in this new role.”

Prior to the role as Deputy May-
or, Carr served as an attorney for 
Williams Companies focusing on 
contracts, real estate and supply 
chain. Prior to Williams Compa-
nies, she worked at Winters&King, 
Inc. and Hall Estill law firms in 
Tulsa and as a district sales leader 
at FritoLay.

“I love Tulsa, and it has been my 
dream to serve our City in this ca-
pacity,” Carr said. “I am honored 
to come alongside Mayor Bynum 
and the rest of the team at City 
Hall to both meet the immediate 
needs of the Tulsa residents and 
help make their long-term goals 
and visions for our city a reality.”

Carr holds a Juris Doctorate from 
the University of Tulsa, a Bachelor 
of Science in International Busi-
ness and Spanish from Oral Rob-
erts University, and achieved 60 
credit hours of basic courses from 
Tulsa Community College. Carr 
is also fluent in Spanish, an opera 
singer and a member and trust-
ee at Southminster Presbyterian 
Church. She loves spending time 
with her husband, Joel Carr who 

works in business development 
for commercial construction, their 

daughters Georgia and Charlotte, 
and their goldendoodle, Peaches.

THD Encourages COVID-19 Vaccinations
As we have done since the start 

of the pandemic, 
we rely heavily 
on the guidance 
from our local 
healthcare lead-
ers to make in-
formed decisions 
to protect our 
neighbors.

Tulsa’s data and 
data from across 
the United States 
verifies that vac-
cination is key in 
helping prevent 
serious illness 
and death from 
COVID-19.

The expres-
sion I’ve heard 
time and time 
again from our 
local healthcare 
leaders is that 
COVID-19 has 
become a pan-
demic of the un-
vaccinated.

Unfortunately, we have had a 
variety of chal-
lenges thrown our 
way throughout 
this pandemic and 
a lot of misinfor-
mation has been 
circulated, but 
the Tulsa Health 
Department has 
been the steady 
voice for da-
ta-driven advice. 
The Tulsa Health 
Department is in-
dependent from 
city government 
and does not play 
partisan politics, 
rather they look 
at the data and 
use their exper-
tise when making 
r e c o m m e n d a -
tions.

Our local health 
care leaders have 
been clear that 

the only way to end this pandemic 

is to increase our vaccination rate.
As kids get back to the class-

room, I can’t help but think of 
the sacrifices they have made 
throughout the last year, and the 
sacrifices their parents, teachers 
and loved ones have made.

If each of us did this one thing 
– getting vaccinated – the health 
outcomes in Tulsa could be much 
better. 

In the last several weeks as cas-

es have increased, more and more 
people are seeing the reasons why 
so many of us have made the deci-
sion to get the vaccine. We’re not 
just getting vaccinated to protect 
ourselves, but we’re getting vac-
cinated so that others can receive 
timely care in hospitals for things 
that aren’t related to COVID-19.

If you’re on the fence about get-
ting vaccinated and have ques-
tions, don’t listen to me. Go talk 

to your doctor. Your doctor knows 
your health background better 
than anyone and can give you the 
best advice.

In short, I am incredibly grate-
ful for our local healthcare lead-
ers who have put their health and 
safety on the line for all those 
who they serve, and the best thing 
we can do right now to show our 
gratitude for their service is by 
getting vaccinated. 

From Tulsa’s 
Mayor

By G.T. BYNUM
Mayor of Tulsa

DEPUTY MAYOR CASSIA CARR

http://www.northpointwealth.com
http://www.gardnersbooks.com
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As the pandemic spread across the country 
there was a major shift in 
the way people performed 
their jobs, got their edu-
cation, saw their doctor, 
visited with the family, or 
went to church. With so-
cial and personal distanc-
ing separating us from our 
normal routines and rela-
tionships, we had to rely 
upon the internet, some-
times referred to as broad-
band, in order to continue 
many aspects of our daily 
lives. 

For many this was very 
difficult or impossible 
to do because the broad-
band connection didn’t 
exist where they were, the 
connections were poor, or 
the speed was very slow. 
Along with so many other 
things, the pandemic made 
us realize how disconnect-
ed people were when they 
had to depend upon broad-
band for their livelihood, 
family connections, education, and mental 
health. 

A recent report shows 42 million Amer-
icans lack high speed in-
ternet service, 22 million 
Americans 65 and older 
lack service, and the aver-
age monthly cost was about 
$60 for basic broadband. In 
Tulsa County about 13% of 
households are without in-
ternet access and about 10% 
of households do not have 
a computer, smartphone or 
tablet. These numbers are 
much higher in the rural ar-
eas of our state and county.

Having reliable, fast, and 
affordable high-speed in-
ternet is as fundamental as 
acquiring electricity in the 
first half of the 20th century. 
In many cases we will not 
return to the ways we con-
nected with others before 
the pandemic. Broadband 
expansion is here to stay and 
in our future. 

Broadband connection is 
the equity issue of our times. 
If you can’t connect, you 

can’t compete. Beyond being a basic neces-
sity, high speed broadband is also an accel-

erator of opportunity in today’s connected 
world. 

Tulsa County officials play a crucial role 
as policy makers in pursing sustainable 
solutions to broadband access, affordability, 
and reliability. That is why the Tulsa Board 
of County Commissioners is placing a pri-
ority on how and where the American Res-
cue Plan funds received by the county are 

spent on broadband infrastructure in Tulsa 
County.

To begin the development of an expanded 
broadband plan, the City of Tulsa and Tul-
sa County Information Technology staffs 
have been working for many weeks to look 
at where current broadband infrastructure is 
and what will it take to complete the middle 
mile and last mile into areas which are either 
unserved or underserved. 

This expansion and development of new 
and faster broadband could be to businesses, 
public facilities, non - profit agencies, con-
gregate living facilities, or medical facilities 
which serve those who don’t have access to 
broadband. 

The guidance provided by the Treasury 
Department on the use of the American Res-
cue Plan funds for broadband is very clear 
that any new broadband service has to pro-
vide very fast service with both sending and 
receiving information.  Funding can also be 
used to help those who have little experi-
ence with broadband to learn how to use it

Bridging the digital divide is one of the 
many important opportunities to come out 
of the effects of the pandemic. With the 
American Rescue Plan funds, Tulsa County 
will do its part of investing in a future that 
is equitable to all of the citizens in Tulsa 
County. 

Greenwood Rising, the world-
class history center located near 
the heart of the Greenwood Dis-
trict in Downtown Tulsa, celebrat-
ed its grand opening August 4. The 
center honors the icons of Black 
Wall Street, memorializes the vic-
tims of the massacre and examines 
the lessons of the past to inspire 
meaningful, sustainable action in 
the present. 

The museum utilizes multi-me-
dia experiences and carefully cu-
rated artifacts to tell the remark-
able, resilient story of Greenwood 
and the community. Visitors are 
invited to reflect and engage in 
conversation throughout the ex-
perience to spur action in their 
own lives. 

“It has been exciting to watch 
the reservations come in for tours 
of Greenwood Rising over the 
coming weeks and months and we 
are so grateful to our funders for 
allowing the first year to be free 
for all visitors,” said Phil Arm-
strong, interim executive director 
of Greenwood Rising. 

Through truth-telling and edu-

cation for all, Greenwood Rising 
aims to repair lingering historical 
racial trauma while working to-
wards restoration as well as chart a 
new, vibrant and inclusive course 
for the future. The efforts will 
create a container for visitors to 
reflect, commit to racial justice 
and reconciliation and promote 
enhanced race relations. 

Under the leadership of Sena-
tor Kevin Matthews, founder and 
chair of the Tulsa Race Massacre 
Centennial Commission, the com-
mission leadership team invited 
active commissioners, communi-
ty influencers and leaders within 
the diversity, equity and inclusion 
space to build Greenwood Rising’s 
foundation, strategy and gover-
nance as an independent entity. 
The nine-person, inaugural board 
reflects diverse skill offerings, 
knowledge and representation 
from the community. 

“I am honored to be the inau-
gural board chair for Greenwood 
Rising,” said Jessica Lowe-Betts, 
diversity and inclusion consultant 
for ONEOK. “I believe this center, 

experience and programming will 
elevate the conversation about the 
massacre to move toward healing, 
reconciliation and reparations.” 

Joining Lowe-Betts on the board 
are Sam Combs, Maggie Hille-
Yar, Cingy McGhee, Brenda Al-
ford, Alecia Brown, Dr. Deborah 
Gist, Hannibal B. Johnson and 
Sandra Quince. 

The center hosted a dedication 
ceremony on June 2 of this year 
and hosted tours during a short, 
limited preview offering. 1921 
Tulsa Race Massacre descendants 
were the first to visit the history 
center after the dedication. During 
the preview, North Tulsa resi-
dents, descendants and communi-
ty groups were prioritized before 
the history center closed to finalize 
construction. 

Greenwood rising is open from 9 
a.m. to 8 p.m. daily with the last 
tour beginning at 7 p.m. The muse-
um is closed on Tuesdays. Admis-
sion is free for the first year, but 
registration is required. Visitors 
are asked to reserve times online 
at greenwoodrising.org/visit.
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From Tulsa 
County

By COMMISSIONER
RON PETERS

Greenwood Rising Black Wall Street History Center
Celebrates Historic Opening to the General Public

Tulsa County Commissioners Placing Priority on 
American Rescue Plan Funding for Broadband

Museum Utilizes Multimedia, Artifacts to 
Tell the Story of Resilient Greenwood District

GTR Media Group photo

OPEN HOUSE WELCOME:  Greenwood Rising Interim Executive 
Director Phil Armstrong welcomes visitors to the new Tulsa historic site.

GTR Media Group photo

NEW TULSA DESTINATION:  The world-class Greenwood Rising 
History Center is located at 23 North Greenwood Avenue in Tulsa.

http://www.aircoservice.com
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Signature Symphony at Tulsa 
Community College announc-
es the professional orchestra will 
return to in-person performanc-
es at the VanTrease Performing 
Arts Center for Education for 
the 2021-2022 season. With the 
theme Journey Together, the 
schedule includes seven con-
certs and continues the nationwide 
search to name Signature Sym-
phony’s next artistic director and 
conductor. 

The new season, sponsored by 
TTCU Federal Credit Union, be-
gins with three chamber music 
performances in the Fall fol-
lowed by Christmas in Tulsa, a 
long-standing holiday tradi-
tion. Then, each of the three artis-
tic director finalists will conduct a 
concert in Spring 2022. 

“Despite a year of chang-
es and interruptions, Signature 
Symphony played through the 
challenges to deliver artistic op-
portunities to our community 
members. We are looking forward 
to welcoming audience members 
back to our performance home,” 
said Kelly Clark, School of Visual 
and Performing Arts Dean at TCC. 

The season begins with “Cool 
and Classical: Jazz à la Light-
house,” on Saturday, Septem-
ber 18 with a musical journey 
to the 1950s and “The Light-
house Café,” a jazz club featured 
in the Hollywood movie musical 

“La La Land.” Then, Saturday, 
October 16, Oklahoma-based 
composer and member of the 
Chickasaw Nation, Jerod Im-
pichchaachaaha’ Tate, takes the 
stage with “American Indian Ex-
pressions,” to discuss his composi-
tion style and present several of his 
pieces followed by “An Oklahoma 
Journey” with Signature Quartet 
and Signature Chorale on Satur-
day, Nov. 6. 

Signature Symphony will resume 
traditional, full orchestra perfor-
mances with “Christmas in Tulsa,” 
featuring long-time collaborator 
Scott Coulter and showcasing Tul-
sa Sings!  performers and finish the 
season with three concerts devel-
oped by the artistic director final-
ists Scott Seaton, Alejandro Gó-
mez Guillén, and Robert Franz. 

“These finalists represent the 
top candidates from our nation-
al search, and each brings their 
own style and personality to the 
Signature Symphony stage. As 
the COVID-19 pandemic took 
hold in 2020, we extended the 
search for our new artistic direc-
tor until we could welcome them 
to Tulsa and allow our audienc-
es to get to know the finalists 
and be part of the selection pro-
cess,” said Clark. 

On Saturday, Jan. 22, 2022, Sea-
ton explores a common theme 
between a famous rock band and 
the 19th century French compos-

er Hector Berlioz. In “Love and 
Obsession: The Beatles to Ber-
lioz,” the program highlights the 
music written passionately about 
love with the Beatles compiling 
millions of obsessed fans and Ber-
lioz using his obsession with a 
stage actress to inspire “Sympho-
nie Fantastique.” 

In “Fantastical: Firebird meets 
Harry Potter,” Guillén presents a 
symphonic journey of myth, mag-
ic and folklore on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 26, 2022. The evening pairs 
John Williams’ iconic movie score 
and Stravinsky’s timeless master-
piece with music by the Brazil-
ian-American powerhouse Clarice 
Assad and Argentina’s versatile 
Osvaldo Golijov. 

The season ends with “Trailblaz-
ers in American Music,” as Robert 
Franz conducts a concert featur-
ing American composers Florence 
Price and George Gershwin on 
April 9, 2022. Groundbreaking 
in their own ways, Price was the 
first African American woman to 
have an orchestral piece played by 
a major U.S. orchestra in 1933 and 
Gershwin’s insistence that his 
opera, “Porgy and Bess”, be per-
formed only by African American 
singers was revolutionary in 1935 
when first performed. 

Tickets are $20 for general ad-
mission and on sale now for the 
first three chamber music con-
certs. Attendance will be limit-
ed to allow for physical distanc-
ing. Tickets for the full-orchestra 
concerts will go on sale later in 
the fall with packages and individ-
ual tickets available. Due to public 
health guidelines or TCC policy, 
the season schedule is subject to 
change. 

For past season ticket holders, 
Signature Symphony staff will 
make every effort to accommodate 
seating preferences as the orches-
tra resumes normal ticketing and 
concert operations. Additional 

information is available at www.
signaturesymphony.org or you can 
email signature@tulsacc.edu or 
call 918-595-7777 if you have 
questions. 

This project is supported in part 
by the Oklahoma Arts Council, 
which receives support from the 
State of Oklahoma and the Nation-
al Endowment for the Arts. 
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VARIETY
TCC’s Signature Symphony Announces a
Season with Beatles, Harry Potter, Gershwin

‘Journey Together’ Theme
Includes Seven Concerts

Search Continues for Next
Artistic Director, Conductor

Courtesy photo

SIGNATURE QUARTET WITH WOODY:  Pictured are members 
of the Signature Quartet at the Woody Guthrie Center in Tulsa.  Woody 
Guthrie’s music will be part of the “An Oklahoma Journey” chamber 
music concert on Saturday, November 6 with the Signature Quartet 
and Signature Chorale. Signature Quartet members in the photo are 
Corbin Bodley, violin; Sarah Thomas, violin; Erica D. Parker, cello; 
and Jeffrey A. Smith, viola.

GTR Newspapers photo

MOVIE NIGHT AT GATHERING PLACE:  Cox Movie Nights 
on the QuikTrip Great Lawn at Gathering Place began this year in 
the summer and will continue with The Princess & The Frog Sept. 
17, Hocus Pocus Oct. 22, and the live-action version of The Lion 
King Nov. 12. All Cox Movie Nights are free to the public, and guests 
are welcome to bring lawn chairs and picnic blankets to watch the 
film. Visit www.gatheringplace.org for more information.

https://www.amazon.com/My-Fathers-House-Intimate-Collection/dp/B08Y4HCDB3/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=vernon+parrish+book+father%27s+house&qid=1631293168&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Moment-Saw-You-Poetry-Lovers/dp/1478751274/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+moment+I+saw+you+book+wheeler&qid=1631293204&sr=8-1
http://www.cmcatulsa.com
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By KYLIE HAMMACK
Contributing Writer

For many, baking is a hobby or 
fun activity but for local business 
owner Luciane Teles it is a lifelong 
passion. Teles was born and raised 
in a coastal town in Brazil and fell 
in love with baking at a young age 
while helping in the kitchen. This 
childhood dream grew when Teles 
moved to Tulsa in 2009 so that a 
family member could study at Oral 
Roberts University. After seeing the 
wide variety of flavors and designs 
in American bakeries, Teles was in-
spired to begin experimenting with 
recipes of her own. However, out of 
all the unfamiliar American baked 
goods that Teles saw, one stood out 
the most: the cupcake. 

Although very popular in Brazil 
now, cupcakes were not a widely 
known Brazilian dessert when Te-
les immigrated to Green Country. 
The Brazilian native took a liking 
to cupcakes because their sin-
gle-serving approach allowed for 
a variety of flavors to be served at 
one event. Always trying to bring 

flavor to the forefront, Teles got 
to work adapting American reci-
pes and aimed to create a frosting 
that was much less sweet than 
traditional American buttercream. 
Teles’s frosting recipe along with 
others became instant successes 
within the Oral Roberts commu-
nity and soon her online business 
Cupcakes by Lu was born. 

Cupcakes by Lu was a hit and 
Teles was flooded with positive 
reviews and suggestions to open 
a physical bakery. Teles operated 
a brick-and-mortar location for a 
short time but unfortunately was 
not able to keep it open perma-
nently. However, she has always 
dreamed of owning a bakery and 
hopes to find a permanent home 
for her business in the future. Un-
til then, Teles sells all her prod-
ucts online through her website 
cupcakesbylu.com.

Teles may be known for her cup-
cakes, but by the popular demand 
of her customers, she now offers 
cupcakes, cakes, sugar cook-
ies, cake pops, chocolate-dipped 
strawberries, and a variety of Bra-

zilian treats such as brigadeiro. 
Her most popular cupcake fla-
vor fuses a Latin classic with an 
American sensation and includes 
a vanilla cupcake filled with dulce 
de leche, topped with vanilla frost-
ing, drizzled with caramel, and 
sprinkled with salt. Teles is com-
mitted to working with clients to 
bring their vision to life and loves 
innovating with many different 
themes, shapes, and designs.

Ultimately, Teles says she “likes 
to focus on all the little details” and 
strives to make sure her clients are 
happy with every aspect of their or-
der from the flavors to the packag-
ing. Always thankful for her loyal 
customers, Teles notes that the Lati-
no community of Tulsa has played 
a large role in her success. Despite 
the uncertainty of the last year, Te-
les has managed to grow her busi-
ness and makes many sacrifices to 
keep up with the constant stream 
of orders. Through many hours of 
hard work and determination, Teles 
has been able to accomplish many 
of her childhood dreams and has 
turned a passion into a way of life.

.
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DINING OUT IN GREATER TULSA

Brazilian Native Luciane Teles Bakes Up 
Success With Her Business Cupcakes by Lu

Capriotti’s Sandwich Shop, 
known for its award-winning, 
hand crafted cheese steaks, tur-
key subs and more, debuted a new 
location in Broken Arrow at 915 
East Kenosha St. in August. Cap-
riotti’s brings the Broken Arrow 
community its 40-year tradition 
of slow-roasting whole, all-natural 
turkeys in-house and hand-pulling 
them every morning and other fa-
vorites like the made-from-scratch 
meatballs using premium, fresh 
ingredients.

Capriotti’s is known for its wide 
array of sandwiches including 
The Bobbie, made with our fresh 
oven-roasted turkey, cranberry 
sauce, stuffing and mayo, the Ca-
pastrami, made with hot pastrami, 
Swiss cheese, Russian dressing 
and homemade coleslaw and the 
cheesesteak is made with premium 
steak, chicken or Impossible plant-
based meat and melted cheese plus 
hot or sweet peppers. The Bro-
ken Arrow Capriotti’s will offer 
a convenient order-ahead option, 
in addition to third-party delivery 
services.

Capriotti’s new location is owned 
and operated by Stan Swyden and 
Glen Bawcum. These two Oklaho-
ma natives first met during their 
freshman year at East Central 
University while playing on the 
varsity tennis team. Sharing a love 
for both sports and food, Stan and 

Glen have now been close friends 
for over 35 years. Following their 
dream of always wanting to be 
business partners, this duo is eager 
to bring a new Capriotti’s Sand-
wich Shop to the Broken Arrow 
community. 

“Broken Arrow is a consistently 
growing and thriving community 
and we are excited to give back 
by partnering with local pro-
grams, public schools, and sports 
teams,” said Swyden. “Capriotti’s 
hand-crafted sandwiches and bold 
flavors are completely head and 
shoulders above any sandwich we 
have ever tried, and we’re looking 
forward to bringing this experi-
ence to our neighbors and enhance 

the local food scene in Broken Ar-
row.”

Broken Arrow Capriotti’s fans 
can download the CAPAddicts 
Rewards app on iOS and Android 
to earn and redeem rewards and 
score free food. The restaurant 
also features online ordering. Cap-
riotti’s in Broken Arrow offers 
catering for any event from corpo-
rate events to birthday parties with 
items such as party trays with cold 
subs, box lunches or a hot home-
made meatball bar.

“Our new Capriotti’s will offer 
quality, gourmet sandwiches that 
taste amazing,” said Bawcum. 
“The first time I tried Capriotti’s, 
I was blown away by the great fla-

vors and the signature sandwich, 
The Bobbie.”

Capriotti’s is open from 10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. Monday through Sunday. 
For additional information, vis-
it www.capriottis.com or call the 
location at 918-893-3826.

About Capriotti’s Sandwich 
Shop

Founded in 1976, Capriotti’s 
Sandwich Shop is an award-win-
ning national franchised restau-
rant chain that remains true to its 
40-year tradition of slow-roasting 
whole, all-natural turkeys in-house 
every day. Capriotti’s fresh ingre-
dients, homemade subs and unique 
menu items have won numerous 
accolades including being named 

one of the “10 Great Places for 
a Surprising Sandwich” by USA 
Today and many “Best of” awards 
across the country. Capriotti’s cold, 
grilled and vegetarian subs, cheese 
steaks and salads are available at 
more than 100 locations across the 
U.S. Capriotti’s signature sub, The 
Bobbie®, was voted “The Great-
est Sandwich in America” by thou-
sands of readers across the country 
and reported by AOL.com. Capri-
otti’s fans can also download the 
CAPAddicts Rewards app for iOS 
and Android, where they can earn 
and redeem rewards. For more 
information, visit capriottis.com. 
Like Capriotti’s on Facebook and 
follow onInstagram.

Capriotti’s Underway in Broken Arrow
Long-Time 

Friends Open 
Sandwich Shop

KYLIE HAMMACK for GTR Media Group

DELICIOUS OFFERING:  Luciane Teles makes almost all aspects of 
her baked goods by hand and is constantly experimenting with new con-
cepts for delicious sweets.  She offers many different flavors of cupcakes 
and cakes including lemon, dulce de leche, red velvet, chocolate bomb, 
and vanilla bean

BEST FRIENDS:  Stan Swyden and Glen Bawcum, long-time best 
friends, recently opened the popular Capriotti’s in Broken Arrow.  
Both share a love for sports and food and have been best friends 
for more than 35 years.

POPULAR DESTINATION:  Capriotti’s new location in Broken Ar-
row is in Tiger Hill Plaza at 915 East Kenosha St. Capriotti’s brings the 
Broken Arrow community delicious menu items.  
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http://www.hummingbirdelectric.com
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OSU Center for Health Scienc-
es and the National Center for 
Wellness and Recovery held a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony July 14 for 
the Hardesty Center for Clinical 
Research and Neuroscience.

The Hardesty Family Foundation 
donated $2 million for the estab-
lishment of the center to aid in 
research and clinical trials related 
to NCWR’s mission of addiction 
research and treatment.

Several members of the Hardesty 
family attended the ribbon-cutting 
event along with Interim OSU-
CHS President Johnny Stephens, 
OSU President Kayse Shrum, U.S. 
Rep. Kevin Hern, Lt. Gov. Matt 
Pinnell and Tulsa Mayor G.T. By-
num.

“Oklahoma State University is 
committed to solving our soci-
ety’s most pressing issues,” said 
Shrum, who previously served as 
OSU-CHS president and dean of 
the OSU College of Osteopathic 
Medicine. “In fact, the opioid cri-
sis was the first pandemic OSU en-
deavored to find solutions to.”

OSU Medicine opened its Ad-
diction Medicine Clinic in 2018 
and then established the National 
Center for Wellness and Recovery 
in 2019.

The 49,000-square-foot Hardesty 
Center, 1013 E. 66th Place in Tul-

sa, is another tool in responding 
and finding answers to addiction 
and substance use disorders across 
the state and country.

“This is such an important facility 
because of the research and innova-
tion that will be done inside these 
four walls. It’s important not just 
for the city and the region, but the 
state of Oklahoma,” Pinnell said. 
“What OSU is doing right here is 
the beginning of something special 
for Tulsa and for Oklahoma that 
when people begin thinking about 
Oklahoma they think about the 
world-class unmatched research 
that will be done right here.”

The center also houses the OSU 
Medicine Biomedical Imaging 
Center that utilizes an advanced 
MRI to support clinical studies 
of brain structure and function as 
well as other advanced technolo-
gy to measure brain activity in in-
fants, children and adults.

“The Hardesty Center for Clini-
cal Research and Neuroscience is 
equipped with space for clinical 
trials and is home to the most ad-
vanced MRI system in the state,” 
Shrum said. “The generous gift 
from the Hardesty Family Founda-
tion will allow OSU and NCWR to 
find personalized, evidence-based 
therapies for those struggling with 
addiction.”
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HEALTH & WELLNESS

Learn about it at www.lindasseniorservices.com

WHICH WOULD YOU 
RATHER SPEND?

$59.95 A MONTH
and live in your own home?

THOUSANDS A MONTH
to have to live in another’s home?

Call for a FREE Brochure on 
Precision Remote Patient Monitoring

(918) 355-1843

HEALTH MANAGEMENT 
AT HOME COULD BE THE KEY!

OSU Medicine Celebrates Opening of Hardesty 
Center for Clinical Research and Neuroscience

City Salutes Hospitality House 
Of Tulsa

Hospitality House of Tulsa, a lo-
cal nonprofit ministry that serves 
patient families from all Tulsa 
hospitals, is celebrating their 15th 
year of service in the Tulsa com-
munity. To help celebrate this sig-
nificant milestone, Mayor G.T. 
Bynum officially proclaimed 
Aug. 24, 2021 as “Hospitality 
House of Tulsa Day.” 

The Hospitality House of Tul-
sa is a 501(c)(3) non-profit or-
ganization, providing lodging, 
meals and support services to 
families of inpatients and out-
patients in the Tulsa area hospi-
tals, traveling at least 30 miles 
to Tulsa to care for their loved 
one during a medical crisis. 

Since opening their first home 
away from home in 2006, Hos-
pitality House of Tulsa has 
served over 7,400 families of 
hospitalized patients as well as 
outpatients receiving treatment 
in our Tulsa hospitals. With 
over 25,000 patients traveling 
to Tulsa for medical care each 
year, Hospitality House contin-
ues to be a significant resource, 
providing lodging, meals, 
prayer support, transportation 
assistance and more for about 
460 families each year. Since 
opening, Hospitality House 
has served families from all 77 
counties in Oklahoma, 48 states 
in the U.S. and eight foreign 
countries. 

“We are so grateful for our 

Tulsa community that continues 
to support families traveling to 
Tulsa for critical medical care,” 
says Toni Moore, Founder and 
CEO of Hospitality House of 
Tulsa. “For the majority of our 
families, unexpected medical 
crises like heart attacks, strokes, 
premature births, cancer, ac-
cidents and now COVID-19 
require life-saving hospital-
izations in our Tulsa hospitals. 
Unfortunately, a medical crisis 
also brings significant out-of-
pocket expenses which can 
financially devastate a fami-
ly. Tulsans have continued to 
provide genuine hospitality for 
these hurting families.” 

While many medical lodging 
facilities had to close during the 
pandemic, Hospitality House 
of Tulsa has remained open and 

continues to serve families. In or-
der to keep hospitalized patients 
safe, visitation hours in most 
hospitals have been reduced, 
and family members of patients 
are no longer allowed to sleep 
in waiting rooms. Hospitality 
House provides a safe and sup-
portive environment for these 
family caregivers to stay close to 
their hospitalized loved one. 

To help Hospitality House of 
Tulsa celebrate its 15th anni-
versary, they are looking for in-
dividuals, churches and corpo-
rations to help the families by 
volunteering, providing a meal 
or making a donation of $15 or 
more. For more information on 
how to help families at Hospi-
tality through donations or vol-
unteering, visit HHTulsa.org or 
call 918-794-0088. 

Courtesy photo

HELPING OTHERS:  Displaying  Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum’s 
proclamation of Aug. 24, as “Hospitality House of Tulsa Day” 
are, from left, Elise Moore, Director of Guest Experience; Wes 
Pebsworth, Chairman of the Board; Toni Moore, Founder and 
CEO; and Kelsey Jones and Kaylee Vincent, Guest Experience 
Ambassadors. 

Courtesy OSU

IN SERVICE TO OTHERS:  Present at the ribbon cutting at the Hardesty Center for Wellness and Recovry 
are, from left, from left, Dr. Kayse Shrum, Debbie Cristo, Alex Cristo, Michelle Hardesty, Connor Hardesty, 
Roger Hardesty, Jessie Cristo, Paul Cristo and Dr. Johnny Stephens.

http://www.anagotulsa.com
http://www.lindasseniorservices.com
https://www.facebook.com/MerleNormanTulsa/
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In July, the new 180,000-square-
foot Ernest Childers VA Outpa-
tient Clinic in Tulsa opened its 
doors for Veterans in Eastern 
Oklahoma. 

The new clinic, located across 
the street from Hillcrest Hospital 
South at 8801 South 101st East 
Avenue, will serve approximate-
ly 36,000 Veterans and offer new 
services such as chemothera-
py and infusion, endoscopy and 
mammography.  The new facility 
replaces the Tulsa clinic at 9322 
East 41st Street, which closed in 
August 2021.

“I would like to welcome all Vet-
erans in Eastern Oklahoma to the 
new Ernest Childers VA Outpa-
tient Clinic,” said Mark Morgan, 
director, Eastern Oklahoma VA 
Health Care System.

Before the opening, Morgan 
said, “Over the next few weeks, 
we’ll be opening a greatly expand-

ed clinic that offers more imag-
ing services, increased women’s 
health care, primary care and be-
havioral health. You’ll find that 
access to the clinic is much easier 
than the current clinic on 41st with 
expanded parking for Veterans, 
family, and staff. It’s an honor for 
me and my entire staff to offer this 
new health care clinic to our Vet-
erans.”

The clinic provides primary care, 
radiology, prosthetics, specialty 
clinics, nutrition & food service 
and social work services.  Addi-
tional services include audiology, 
mental health, rehab, chemothera-
py and infusion, dental, optometry 
and endoscopy.

A full list of services offered at 
the clinic includes, 

From A-H:  Audiology, Blind 
and low vision rehabilita-
tion, COVID-19 testing and 
vaccines, Cancer care, Cardiolo-

gy, Dental, Dietary care, Derma-
tology, Endocrinology, Gastroen-
terology, General Surgery, Hand 
Surgery, Hematology.

From I-P: Lab, Mental 
Health, MOVE! Program, Ne-
phrology, Neurology, Optometry, 
Orthopedics,Otolaryngology, Pain 
Management, Palliative Care, Pa-
tient Advocates, Pharmacy, Phys-
ical Therapy, Primary Care, Po-
diatry, Prosthetic and Sensory 
Aids, Pulmonary.

From R-Z: Radiology, Rheu-
matology, Social Work, Tele-
health, Urology, Veteran Service 
Officers, Women’s Clinic, Wound 
Care

To enroll for VA health care, vis-
it Register For Care | VA Eastern 
Oklahoma Health Care | Veterans 
Affairs.

Appointments:  To schedule 
an appointment with the Eastern 
Oklahoma VA Health Care Sys-

tem, please call 888-397-8387.
Volunteering:  To volunteer at 

the new Tulsa clinic, email O’lei 

Pettit at olei.pettit@va.gov or call 
Voluntary Service at 918-577-
3622.
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New Ernest Childers VA Outpatient Clinic 
Opens in Tulsa Near Hillcrest Hospital South

Courtesy photo

HONORABLE VETERAN:  Allan Lamont, Korean War Veteran, and 
Doris Lamont at the new Tulsa clinic in July.

 

If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get back on track. Call 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company now for inexpensive dental 
insurance. Get help paying for the dental care you need. Don’t wait.

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefi ts 
Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete details about 
this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. 
Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider 
kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

Getting back to the dentist couldn’t be easier!

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefi ts 

CALL TODAY
1-855-496-9612

Dental50Plus.com/grtrtulsa

Get your

FREE
Information Kit

bringing balance and beauty to life

918.587.2566 • ihloffspa.com
Utica Square  •  83rd & Memorial  •  Downtown

$25 AVEDA GIFT WHEN YOU BUY $150 IN GIFT CARDS

Gathering Place Hosts Family Wellness Days
Gathering Place Family Well-

ness Days 2021 presented by 
OU Health Physicians Tulsa are 
designed to raise awareness and 
draw attention to different demo-
graphics and health categories in 
the greater Tulsa area.  These risks 
are Kids Health, Womens’ Health, 
and Mental Health.

In collaboration with commu-
nity groups and local health pro-
viders, each of the 2021 Family 
Wellness Days provide access to 
free screening services, resources, 
demonstrations, and a wide range 
of group health amenities designed 
for early detection and prevention 
through proactive testing and ed-
ucation.

“At Gathering Place, our mission 
is to offer programming that ed-

ucates, engages and excites, and 
Family Wellness Days does all 
three by bringing value through 
awareness to our Tulsa community, 
Said Jonathon Townsend, Commu-
nity Relations Manager at Gath-
ering Place.  “We are thankful for 
our continued partnership with OU 
Health Physicians Tulsa which al-
lows us to bring these free services 
and resources to our Park.”

The first event focusing on Kids 
Health was held in August, and the 
next Family Wellness days will in-
clude Women’s Health on Saturday, 
Oct. 2 and mental health on Satur-
day, Nov. 13.  All Wellness Days 
are free for the public to attend.  

The August event presented by 
OU Health Physicians offered 
fun, kids focused activities includ-
ing free fitness classes, resourc-
es, giveaways and a very special 

“Rumble Doll Clinic” in partner-
ship with the Oklahoma Thun-
der.  Children were encouraged 
to bring their stuffed animals to 
receive a “wellness check” during 
the Rumble Doll Classic.  Rumble, 
the Thunder mascot, assisted OU 
Heath Physicians medical resi-
dents in “examining” the stuffed 
animals and led an exercise class.  

“OU Physicians is proud to part-
ner with The Gathering Place to 
help make Tulsa a healthier com-
munity, said James. M. Herman, 
M.D., Dean, OU-TU School of 
Community Medicine.  “Fami-
lies from Tulsa and beyond look 
to Gathering Place to provide a 
healthy environment for all ages to 
enjoy activities and entertainment.  
We want to be part of that by offer-
ing wellness events targeted to this 
community.”

GTR Media Group photo

RUMBLE FOR HEALTH:  Rumble, the Oklahoma City Thunder mas-
cot, entertained youngsters at Gathering Place during Family Health 
Day in August.

Saint Francis Health System
Remains in BCBS Network

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 
Oklahoma (BCBSOK) and Saint 
Francis Health System have 
reached a new contract agree-
ment. 

The three-year agreement 
means BCBSOK members us-
ing the Blue Preferred, Blue Ad-
vantage PPO, BlueLincs HMO, 
Blue Choice PPO, Blue Tradi-
tional and NativeBlue networks 
will continue to have in-network 

access to services at all Saint 
Francis hospitals and facilities, 
including Laureate Psychiatric 
Clinic and Hospital, and Warren 
Clinic doctors and health care 
professionals.

 “We are pleased to r each a new 
agreement that allows our mem-
bers to continue receiving in-net-
work care at Saint Francis,” said 
Joseph R. Cunningham, M.D., 
president of BCBSOK. 

http://ihloffspa.com
http://millerhospicetulsa.com
http://dental50plus/gtrtulsa
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EDUCATION
TCC, Senator Inhofe Address Nursing Shortage

Tulsa Community College 
and the staff of U.S. Senator James 
M. Inhofe recently held a joint 
announcement regarding federal 
money from the Fiscal Year 2022 
appropriations and help for Okla-
homa’s nursing shortage. Over 
the past five years, the demand for 
qualified nurses in the Tulsa area 
has increased – and the coronavi-
rus pandemic has made the need 
even greater. Accordingly, Senator 
Inhofe’s announced a congressio-
nal funding request to help meet 
the needs of local healthcare pro-

viders and hospitals. 
TCC ranks in the top five percent 

of public, two-year institutions in 
granting health profession and re-
lated program degrees and certifi-
cates and the Nursing program is 
consistently one of the top five ac-
ademic programs by the number of 
graduates. To date, the college has 
produced roughly 5,000 nursing 
graduates ready to enter the work-
force as Registered Nurses upon 
successfully passing the National 
Council Licensure Examination 
for Registered Nurses (NCLEX-

RN) through the Oklahoma Board 
of Nursing. 

Tulsa Community College’s 
Nursing Program has provided 
Tulsa and northeastern Oklaho-
ma with thousands of excellent 
nursing professionals. The Nurs-
ing Program faculty have diverse 
backgrounds in both their profes-
sional and academic experiences. 
The faculty is focused on student 
success, providing students with 
optimum learning experiences in 
the classroom, lab, and clinical en-
vironments.

 

As it advances its new strate-
gic plan, The University of Tulsa 
is building on its long history of 
excellence in computer science 
and cyber security by establish-
ing a School of Cyber Studies to 
house undergraduate and graduate 
programs in this rapidly evolving 
field. The School of Cyber Studies 
is housed in TU’s College of Engi-
neering and Natural Sciences.

“I am honored to serve as the 
inaugural chair of the new School 
of Cyber Studies that will engage 
faculty from across the university 
to prepare the next generation of 
cyber professionals at all degree 
levels,” said Tyler Moore, Tan-
dy Professor of Cyber Security. 
“The School of Cyber Studies is 
unique in that it will be primarily 
composed of faculty from multiple 
disciplines jointly appointed to the 
school.”

The school administers the under-
graduate minor in cyber security, as 
well as a master’s in cyber securi-
ty. The school also offers two new 
degrees: a bachelor’s in cyber secu-
rity and doctorate in cyber studies.

Courses in the new bachelor’s 
program are designed to be hands-
on and project-based, emphasizing 
experiential learning and partner-
ships with employers. In addition 
to computer science, the program 
draws on faculty expertise from 
engineering, business, law and the 
social sciences to cultivate broader 
perspectives that match how cyber 
pervades modern life. As such, 
the curriculum emphasizes both 
technical and nontechnical skills 
required for today’s cyber work-
force.

“The School of Cyber Studies 
comprises the best of what TU has 
to offer: remarkable faculty, state-
of-the-art facilities, novel research 
and campus-wide collaboration. 
It will support our students and 
alumni as they seek to provide 
creative and sustainable solutions 
to cyber challenges facing gov-
ernments, industries and organiza-
tions around the globe,” said TU 
President Brad Carson.

TU’s cyber program is certified 
by the National Security Agency 
and U.S. Department of Homeland 

Security as a Center of Excellence 
in Information Assurance Educa-
tion, Research and Cyber Opera-
tions.

The university will seek accredi-
tation for the B.S. in cyber securi-
ty from ABET, the accreditor who 
certifies TU’s bachelor’s degrees 
in engineering and computer sci-
ence. The B.S. in cyber security 
also aligns with NIST’s National 
Initiative for Cybersecurity Ed-
ucation, which articulates cyber 
workforce competencies.

What encompasses cyber stud-
ies? The word cyber has its origins 
in the word cybernetics, a term 
used to describe the study of con-
trol systems and communications 
between humans and machines. 
We now use the word cyber as an 
adjective associated with activities 
that involve computers and com-
puter networks. In that sense, “cy-
ber studies” refers to the broader 
study of the internet and its impact 
on society in many different fields: 
health care, science, engineering, 
business, law, public policy, tech-
nology, privacy, computer secu-

rity, cyber-physical systems and 
many others.

The interdisciplinary Ph.D. in 
cyber studies will draw on faculty 
expertise across TU to conduct cut-
ting-edge research at the interface 
between cyber and many disci-
plines. “With the new doctoral pro-
gram, the School of Cyber Studies 
will advance and mature the exist-
ing research strengths of the uni-

versity, significantly contributing 
to the goals of the cyber initiative 
in the university’s strategic plan,” 
said Rose Gamble, senior associate 
dean of the College of Engineering 
and Natural Sciences and the Tandy 
Professor of Computer Science and 
Engineering.

For more information on the 
school, visit engineering.utulsa.
edu/cyber-studies

Courtesy photo

SENATORIAL SUPPORT:  TCC Nursing students with U.S. Senator 
Jim Inhofe and TCC President Leigh Goodson following an announce-
ment that Inhofe is seeking $866,000 in the federal budget to address the 
nursing shortage and expand TCC’s nursing program.

Courtesy photo

INAUGURAL CHAIR:  Dr. Tyler Moore, Tandy Professor of Cyber 
Security and Information Assurance in the Tandy School of Computer 
Science, is serving as the Inaugural Chair. 

University of Tulsa Establishes School of Cyber Studies

http://tulsacc.edu


The world has changed dramat-
ically in the last year and a half. 
While society is slowly moving 
back to normal, other discoveries 
have come to the forefront. One of 
those discoveries is a serious short-
age of qualified health care profes-
sionals entering the 
workforce, namely 
nurses. Tulsa Tech 
works to help fill 
that gap with four 
different nursing 
pathways. 

A crucial part of 
any health care 
training is the 
hands-on clini-
cal experience. 
The pandemic has 
made it difficult for 
students to get the 
clinical hours they 
need to graduate 
and move into the 
industry. To help 
meet that need, 
Tulsa Tech invest-
ed in three state-of-
the-art simulation 
labs. 

“Students can 
perfect their skills 
and provide care to 
the patient without 
the threat of positive or negative 
consequences,” Candace Shoop-
man, Tulsa Tech’s Simulation and 
Clinical Coordinator, said. “In-
structors can then provide critical 
feedback and help them analyze 
their thinking to help provide the 
best care.”

This high-tech learning center is 

housed within the Health Science 
Center on the Lemley Memorial 
Campus. These life-like simula-
tors allow students to interact with 
patients like they would in a clin-
ical setting.

“We can make the simulator re-
spond to any sit-
uation, just like 
a live patient,” 
Shoopman said. 

The goal be-
hind utilizing 
the simulation 
is simple, allow 
students to trans-
fer the theory 
and skills gained 
in the classroom 
to a real-world 
setting. Howev-
er, simply prac-
ticing the skills 
is not the only 
benefit.

“It increases 
the students’ 
c o n f i d e n c e , ” 
Dana Chandler, 
Coordinator of 
Practical Nurs-
ing Programs, 
said. “Once they 
get into the sim-
ulation, they see 

for themselves that they can per-
form the skills without an instruc-
tor or another nurse with them.  
They are doing it and making the 
decision, which promotes the criti-
cal thinking they need to flourish.”

The simulations also provide 
students with an opportunity for 
needed feedback. Cameras record 

each session, and students can go 
back and watch their performance 
and give a self-critique before 
meeting with an instructor.

“The debriefing is a huge help 
for students,” Chandler said with 
a smile. 

“This is likely one of the most 
significant components other than 
the actual simulation,” Shoopman 
added. “It allows students to link 
theory to the actual response.”

The need for nurses is expected 
to grow over the next decade, with 
a peak around 2030. The most 
recent report, from 2014, by the 
United States Bureau of Health 
Workers shows Oklahoma will be 

short nearly 2,400 Licensed Prac-
tical Nurses (LPN) by 2030. The 
COVID-19 pandemic has only ex-
acerbated these numbers.

Tulsa Tech is helping meet this 
growing need with our 15-month, 
all-day and 18-month, evening 
practical nursing program. These 
students leave with the ability to 
test for their LPN certificate. 

The simulations also help alle-
viate the need for clinical hours, 
as they count toward certification. 
Students taking part in each sim-
ulation receive a nursing report 
just like they would in a hospital 
setting and can study that before 
taking part. 

  Both Chandler and Shoopman 
say they have seen benefits for the 
students

“I have seen a lot of a-ha mo-
ments,” Shoopman said.

“Students improve in areas of 
weakness and can do self-reflec-
tion that is not always available 
in the clinical setting,” Chandler 
said. “It will help when clinical 
space is not available.”

If you are ready to step into a 
rewarding and in-demand career, 
then look no further than the nurs-
ing career options Tulsa Tech pro-
vides. To find a complete list of 
career training options, log onto 
tulsatech.edu today.

  GTR Media Group: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group
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News From
Tulsa Tech

By DR. STEVE TIGER
Superintendent

Hands-On Training for the Changing World

Tulsa Tech Inducts Alfred L. Gibbs into Hall of Fame
Tulsa Tech’s Superintendent/CEO Dr. 

Steve Tiger has announced former campus 
director and CareerTech pioneer Alfred 
“Al” Gibbs has been inducted in the Tulsa 
Tech Hall of Fame.

“Gibbs championed career and technical 
education, making the training we now pro-
vide a reality for the Tulsa area,” said Tiger. 
“His passion for education, career training 
and visionary leadership make him a per-
fect choice to be recommended and recog-
nized as a member of the Tulsa Tech Hall 
of Fame.”

Gibbs was instrumental in recruiting the 
first 321 students to the new Tulsa Vo-Tech, 
in 1965. He would become the first cam-
pus director of the Memorial campus when 
Tulsa Tech became an independent school 
district in 1973. An innovative educator and 
administrator, Gibbs was a tireless advocate 
for expanded student opportunities.

More information can be found at tulsat-
ech.edu/about-the-district/leadership/hall-
of-fame/. 

About Tulsa Technology Center
Tulsa Tech, the oldest and largest in Okla-

homa’s CareerTech System, is a career and 

technology center school district dedicated 
to educating people for success in the work-
place. 

Tulsa Tech helps high school and adult stu-

dents from across the Tulsa region explore 
new careers, upgrade their training and 
skills, and pursue their dreams. For more 
information, visit tulsatech.edu.

ALFRED L. GIBBS

T R A I N  F O R  A  C A R E E R  
I N  H E A L T H C A R E

Broken Arrow Campus 
4000 W. Florence St.

Lemley Memorial Campus 
3420 S. Memorial Dr.

Owasso Campus 
10800 N. 140 E. Ave.

Peoria Campus 
3850 N. Peoria Ave.

Riverside Campus 
801 E. 91st St.

Sand Springs Campus 
924 E. Charles Page Blvd.

(918) 828-5000
info@tulsatech.edu

Prepare for your future and learn the skills to achieve your goals. Apply online  

at tulsatech.edu/apply or for more information, call (918) 828-5000.

» Over 90 Career Majors     » State-of-the-Art Classes & Labs      
» No Tuition for H.S. Students     » Affordable Tuition for Adults

AT TULSA TECH,  WE 
HELP STUDENTS GET  

ON THE PATH TO A 
SUCCESSFUL CAREER

Courtesy Tulsa Tech

NURSING PATHWAYS:  Tulsa Tech Practical Nursing students practice caring for patients using state-of-
the-art manikins to train to meet the growing demand for skilled nurses in Oklahoma.

http://www.misshelens.com
http://tulsatech.edu
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BROKEN ARROW EDUCATION

BA Public Schools Exceeds in Energy Savings

Courtesy Jan Noel Smith

Much attention is paid at Bro-
ken Arrow Public Schools to en-
ergy use.  By implementing an 
innovative energy conservation 
program, the organization has 
significantly cut energy use sav-
ing more than $3 million in less 
than five years.

The focus on conservation 
comes from Broken Arrow Pub-
lic Schools’ partnership with 
Cenergistic, a national firm that 
helps clients plan and implement 
a comprehensive energy program 
focusing on the best practices for 
operating healthier, more effi-
cient buildings.

These best practices typical-
ly result in 20 – 30% savings. 
Savings are generated from op-
timizing an array of systems and 
schedules, including heating, 
ventilation, and air conditioning 
equipment; food service equip-
ment; athletic facilities; irriga-

tion; natatoriums; auditoriums; 
classrooms; offices — wherever 
energy is consumed. Cenergistic 
Energy Specialist Jadon Dykes 
works closely with Broken Ar-
row Public Schools staff with 
training and guidance from Cen-
ergistic engineers and techni-
cians.

 “Passing the $3 million sav-
ings mark is a significant mile-
stone. Broken Arrow Public 
Schools has achieved this level 
of success by consistently imple-
menting our healthier, more effi-
cient buildings approach to ener-
gy conservation and maintaining 
productive efforts at all levels of 
the organization. The leadership, 
along with other administration 
and staff members are to be com-
mended for clearly fulfilling their 
commitment to being good stew-
ards of taxpayer dollars and the 
environment.” said Dr. William 
S. Spears, Chairman - Founder 
of Cenergistic.

“Broken Arrow’s partnership 
with Cenergistic shows the ben-
efits of an energy-savings pro-
gram by saving millions of dol-
lars in energy costs. We are then 
able to pass that savings back to 
our patrons by investing more 
in the classroom—where dol-
lars matter the most,” said Larry 
Shackelford, Executive Director 
of Facilities

For Broken Arrow Public 
Schools, $3 million in savings is 
equivalent to 72 first year teach-
er salaries, 30 new school buses 
or 8,700 new Chromebooks, ac-
cording to Dykes. Another ben-
efit is the environmental impact 

— as the cleanest unit of ener-
gy is the one not created. The 
greenhouse gasses not emitted 
because energy was not used by 
the district — 24,503 metric tons 
of CO2 — or equivalent those 
created by 5,105 passenger cars 
not driven for a year or 628, 278 
trees grown for 10 years.

Since 1986, Cenergistic has 
partnered with more than 1,500 
educational, municipal govern-
ment and healthcare organiza-
tions to achieve $6.2 billion in 
utility savings and cost avoid-
ance.

These strong results come from 
the application of Cenergistic’s 

organizational behavior-based 
strategies and are enhanced by 
our proprietary software platform 
to drive scheduling and equip-
ment optimization for healthier, 
more efficient buildings. The 
energy conservation program re-
duces utility consumption by an 
average of 25% with no capital 
investment while maintaining or 
improving the comfort and qual-
ity of building environments. For 
more than a decade, Cenergistic 
has been recognized by the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency as 
ENERGY STAR® Partner of the 
Year or Partner of the Year – Sus-
tained Excellence.

Courtesy photo

ENERGETIC SMILES:  All smiles over the energy saving at B.A. Public Schools are, from left, John Cock-
rell, Board member; Steve Majors, Board member; Jerry Denton, Board member; Dr. Janet Vinson, Superin-
tendent, Cenergistic representative; Steve Allen, Board President; and Cenergistic representative.

Free/Reduced Lunch 
Applications Due Sept. 24
BAPS Free and Reduced 

Lunch Applications are due 
by Sept. 24. 

Although both breakfast and 
lunch will be free to all students 
for the 2021-22 school year, the 
district is encouraging comple-

tion of the applications because 
valuable state aid funding is 
tied to these forms.  

The application is only avail-
able online. The district will 
not be accepting any paper ap-
plication forms. 

Cenergistic Program Saves Over
$3 Million in Less than Five Years

TTCU Announces $144,750 in 
Donations to Oklahoma Schools

TTCU Federal Credit Union donated 
$144,750 to Oklahoma schools this Au-
gust through its School Pride program, with 
$18,500 going to the Broken Arrow Public 
School District. 

“I’m pleased to announce that our Au-
gust School Pride donations were nearly a 
20% increase over last year,” TTCU Presi-
dent and CEO Tim Lyons said. “TTCU was 
founded by teachers, but now we accept 
members from all walks of life. However, 
our passion for supporting local schools re-
mains the same.”

Numerous other Tulsa-area school districts 
benefitted as well. Bixby received $5,500, 
while Union Public Schools received 
$8,500 and Jenks Public Schools received 
$7,500. Over the past 14 years, TTCU’s 
School Pride program has distributed over 
$1 million to area schools. 

The School Pride program began in 2007 as 
a way for TTCU to give back to area schools. 
TTCU members select from among over 60 
School Pride designs honoring area schools, 
and every time they use their debit card, TTCU 
makes a financial donation to the school.

A TTCU checking account with a School 

Pride Visa debit card can be opened online 
or at any branch. Visit ttcu.com for more in-
formation.

Courtesy photo

SUPPORTING EDUCATION: Rosie 
Kramer, business development partner at 
TTCU Federal Credit Union, presents a 
check to Dr. Janet Vinson, superintendent of 
Broken Arrow Public School District.

 

http://parksideinc.com
http://purpleglazestudio.com
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BROKEN ARROW SPORTS
Looking Back:
Broken Arrow Tigers Celebrate 2021 Soccer Crown

By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

Boys’ soccer at Broken Arrow 
dealt with adversity this past 
spring when it went through a 
coaching change with the season 
in progress. But the Tigers over-
came that by winning their first 
state championship since 2017. 

Seniors Andrew Kruse and 
Greyson Owens each delivered  
goals to help Broken Arrow to a 
2-1 win against Edmond Memori-
al in the Class 6A final on May 15 
at Soldier FIeld on the campus of 
Rogers State University in Clare-
more. 

“It was crazy,” Kruse said. “It felt 
like a completion of all the hard 
work, all the effort we put in, being 
a senior, it felt just complete, know-
ing that my four years were done, 
but that I had gone out on top.”

“It was unreal and breathtak-
ing,” Owens said. “I just dropped 
to my knees because it’s been a 
goal of mine since I watched the 
2017 team win a state champion-
ship and after seeing that clock hit 
zero, it was kind of like a relief off 
my shoulders. I’ve been stress-
ing out about this season and this 
game and how it literally takes one 
wrong move to completely screw 
it up and it would be all over. So 
seeing that score and the clock tick 
down to zero, it was just like a big 
relief and I was just so happy. The 
whole team ran over and it was 

just one of the happiest moments 
in my life.”

Broken Arrow finished the year 
on an eight-game winning streak 
in route to a 16-2-1 record. That 
included a 4-3 upset of previ-
ously unbeaten Mustang in the 
semifinals. Another victory over 
Edmond Memorial on April 25, 
which gave the Tigers the District 
6A-3 title, was also in the streak. 

J.J. Jedanski took over the coach-
ing reins from Shane Schwab in 
April. 

“The coaching change was very 
difficult, especially for me. I knew 
my coaches all four years,” Owens 
said. “I knew (Schwab) on a dif-
ferent level than the other players, 
so it was super difficult for me to 
see him leave, but I knew it just 
added to our story. Everything was 
lining up for us this season. The 
coaching change just motivated us 
more.”

Kruse made similar statements in 
regards to the change.

“It was really tough, but I think 
it was good,” he said. “I feel like 
before the coaching change, we 
knew what we wanted to do, we 
knew what it would take, but I 
don’t think we really had it in us. 
At that point, it (the change) just 
kind of put a chip on our shoulder. 
And we wanted to win for us, the 
old coaches and the new coaches to 
prove ourselves and we just added 
that one last element we needed.”

Both players talked about the 

lead up in scoring their respective 
goals.

After a scoreless first half, Kruse 
scored from 25-yards to give the 
Tigers a 1-0 lead with 32:04 left in 
the game. 

“We knew we needed a goal. We 
knew we needed to put our foot on 
the gas,” Kruse said. “I just set one 
up, not really knowing what’s go-
ing to happen, then luckily got a 
goal out of it.”

Owens made it 2-0 with a goal 
with 20:42 left. He retrieved the 
ball after a teammate missed an 
attempt to score. 

“It (the ball) went right to me, so 
I just kind of tapped it in,” Owens 
said. “I wasn’t really thinking at 
the time, it was really instinct. It 
didn’t even occur to me that I hit 
the ball until it was in the back of 
the net. After scoring, it was more 
of a personal goal I was feeling 
happy about rather than furthering 
the lead. It’s been a dream to play 
in the state final, let alone score in 
it, so that was pretty much how I 
was feeling.”

The Bulldogs got their only goal 
with under 10 minutes to go, cut-
ting the Tigers lead in half. But BA 
was able to hold on as the score 
stood through the final second. 

Broken Arrow also had a special 
moment when senior Eric Chavez, 
who had been battling cancer af-
ter being diagnosed in May 2020, 
entered the game with 32 ticks on 
the clock. 

Seniors Deliver as B.A. Tops
Edmond Memorial 2–1 for 6A Title

Photo Courtesy of Broken Arrow High School Athletics

CHAMPIONS:  Broken Arrow soccer players celebrate while hoisting 
the trophy after winning the Class 6A boys state championship in May. 
 

http://burnettinc.com
http://tualumni.com/homecoming
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Courtesy The University of Tulsa

Rick Dickson is staying busy af-
ter his recent agreement to a three-
year contract to serve as The Uni-
versity of Tulsa’s Vice President 
and Director of Athletics. 

Dickson, a native Tulsan and 
TU graduate, returned to his alma 
mater last September to lead the 
athletics department, serving as in-
terim director. In February, the in-
terim tag was removed from Dick-
son’s title. He previously served as 
the school’s Athletic Director from 
1990 to 1994. 

“Everyone knew Rick would be 
an outstanding athletic director 
when we welcomed him back to 
Tulsa in 2020,” said TU President 
Brad Carson. “He has exceeded 
our expectations on every lev-
el and is an important part of the 
leadership team that is creating 
a renewed culture of excellence 
across campus. I appreciate all of 
Rick’s hard work and am pleased 
he has agreed to stay on and lift 
our sports programs to even great-
er heights in the coming years.”

Dickson’s prolific career has also 
included leading athletic programs 
at Washington State University 
(1994-2000) and Tulane Univer-
sity (2000-2015). Programs under 

Dickson’s guidance has seen doz-
ens of conference championships 
and scores well above the national 
average in the NCAA’s Academic 
Performance Rates.

Dickson’s leadership, business 
acumen, energy and fundraising 
ability has resulted in a career that 
has covered 28 years as a colle-
giate athletic director. His drive to 
provide student-athletes the tools 
and support they need to grow aca-
demically, athletically and socially 
is at the forefront of his commit-
ment as an administrator.

Upon his TU return, Dickson 
was immediately dealt with han-
dling the COVID-19 crisis and 
positioning the athletic depart-
ment for success on the field, 
the classroom and in the com-
munity. He has made positive 
strides in re-energizing alumni 
and the community in his first 11 
months. Tulsa’s fundraising to-
tal increased by 24-percent from 
a year earlier and 31-percent 
above the stated goal. He oversaw 
the complete renovation of the 
strength & conditioning facility, 
now the F.A. Dry Sports Perfor-
mance Center, and has instituted 
the Hurricane Academy for Sport. 
On the field, Tulsa teams won 
three conference championships 

and played for three more league 
titles last season.

Dickson has become entrenched 
in the community. He currently 
serves on the Greenwood Cham-
ber of Commerce Advisory Board 
and Tulsa Regional Tourism Board 
of Directors. Dickson has contin-
ued his membership on the USTA 
Collegiate Tennis Committee and 
Team Gleason Board of Directors, 
an organization to improve life for 
people living with ALS.

Dickson, who attended Tul-
sa’s Bishop Kelley High School, 
played football for the Golden 
Hurricane before graduating from 
TU in 1977. His wife, Brenda, 
graduated from TU in 1979.

“Brenda and I are humbled and 
pleased to have returned to Tulsa 
working at our alma mater.  Al-
ways proud to call Tulsa home, we 
have never been prouder than this 
past year when the Tulsa commu-
nity joined us in supporting and 
sustaining the university and the 
athletic department through a 
remarkable year for TU Athlet-
ics. Contributing to campus and 
community life are core values 
we all share’” said Dickson. “We 
look forward to this continued 
engagement with TU student-ath-
letes and staff, the student body, 
alumni, fans and the City of Tul-
sa.”

During his first tour of duty at 
TU, Dickson galvanized the city 
of Tulsa in support of Golden 
Hurricane athletics. Season at-
tendance spiked for football and 
surpassed an all-time high atten-
dance average of 31,000 fans for 
seven home games in 1991, while 
fans returned to the Tulsa Conven-
tion Center Arena after Dickson’s 
hiring of basketball coach Tubby 
Smith. Basketball attendance grew 
more than 2,000 fans and reached 
a season average high of 7,300 in 
his final year at Tulsa.

Dickson lobbied bowl commit-
tees in 1991 for Tulsa’s opportu-
nity to participate in a post-season 
game, landing the Hurricane an 
appearance in the Freedom Bowl. 
He also was successful in getting 
Tulsa voted onto the College Foot-
ball Association’s Active Member 
list in 1991 as a major college in-
dependent. Dickson established 
the school’s first statewide radio 
network, also in 1991, with the de-
but of the Golden Hurricane Radio 
Network.

He instituted several new 
fund-raising initiatives as well 

programs to improve the academic 
performance of student-athletes. 
Dickson coordinated the devel-
opment of an academic advisor 
program for athletics while estab-
lishing “Operation Golden Hurri-
cane,” a community outreach pro-
gram for TU student-athletes.

Before leaving Tulsa for Wash-
ington State in 1994, Dickson 
was instrumental in the univer-
sity securing membership in 
the Western Athletic Confer-
ence, thus giving the football 
program conference stability. 
At Washington State, Dickson 
oversaw an athletics program that 
was recognized nationally for its 
success in dealing with gender 
equity issues. He raised funds for 
a capital campaign that funded 
scholarships and endowments, an 
indoor practice facility, and the 
renovation of Bohler Gymnasium. 
Washington State enjoyed its high-
est ever Sears Cup Ranking during 
his tenure, highlighted in 1998 by 
the football team’s first Rose Bowl 
appearance in 67 years.

While at Tulane, Dickson is 
credited with helping the ath-
letic program and community 
rebound after the destruction 
of Hurricane Katrina in 2005. 
Teams under his tenure won 41 
conference titles and advanced to 
NCAA postseason play 36 times. 
 Following a 2003 Board Review 
that resulted in a unanimous reso-
lution reaffirming the institution’s 
Div-1A status, Dickson assumed 
the task of building a permanent 
foundation of support for Tulane 

Athletics through the Perpetual 
Wave Campaign. During the re-
view, Dickson guided the depart-
ment through an intense campaign 
that saw football season ticket 
sales more than triple, as well as 
secure funding for the new Greer 
Baseball Field, Yulman Football 
Stadium, Devlin Fieldhouse, The 
Hertz Center and numerous other 
facilities and program updates.

Following his retirement from 
Tulane in 2016, Dickson formed 
R.P. Dickson Consulting LLC, 
which has assisted many uni-
versities with multiple projects 
including Title IX reviews, de-
partmental organization, fund-
raising and marketing cam-
paigns, and facility development. 
 In 2019, Dickson accepted a 
year-long role as the CFP New 
Orleans ambassador, serving 
the Extra Yards for Teachers 
Campaign that supports public 
school teachers of New Orleans. 
 The Dickson’s have four grown 
children and six grandchildren.

The University of Tulsa sponsors 
17 sports, including 10 women’s 
(basketball, cross country, golf, in-
door track and field, outdoor track 
and field, rowing, soccer, softball, 
tennis and volleyball) and seven 
men’s (basketball, cross country, 
football, indoor track and field, 
outdoor track and field, soccer and 
tennis). The university has been a 
member of the American Athletic 
Conference since July 2014 and 
has won 22 AAC championships 
for the league’s second-most titles 
during that time span.
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SPORTS

Rick Dickson’s Second Tenure as TU’s
Director of Athletics Well Underway

Courtesy The University of Tulsa

LEADING THE HURRICANE:  Rick Dickson is continuing his prolif-
ic college athletic career at his alma mater.

http://guaranteedtulsa.com
http://allstarsportscomplex.com
http://www.anchorpaint.com
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PREMIUM
SEATING 
NOW AVAILABLE

SCAN HERE FOR MORE INFO.

TAILGATING
IS BACK
STARTING AT $100

SCAN HERE FOR MORE INFO.

SEASON
TICKETS
STARTING AT $75

SCAN HERE FOR MORE INFO.

2021 FOOTBALL

Weiberg Takes Reins as OSU Athletic Director

After spending the last four years as Dep-
uty Athletic Director at Oklahoma State, 
Chad Weiberg officially recently moved into 
the role of Athletic Director. 

He replaces Mike Holder, who after 16 
years at the helm of OSU Athletics, transi-
tions into the role of Athletic Director Emer-
itus.

As OSU’s Deputy Athletic Director, 
Weiberg was the chief operating officer, 
second-in-command and responsible for the 
day-to-day operations of the athletics de-
partment. He served as Holder’s administra-
tive liaison for football and men’s basketball 
and was responsible for football scheduling. 

During his time as Deputy AD, he played 
a significant role in successfully navigating 
OSU Athletics through the COVID pan-
demic. Notably, he developed a partnership 
with the Oklahoma State University Center 
for Health Sciences that helped produce the 
planning and resources to keep Cowboy and 
Cowgirl student-athletes healthy, safe and 
ready for competition.

Weiberg was a key figure in several 
important initiatives that benefitted stu-
dent-athletes and fans alike. A little more 
than one year after Weiberg’s arrival, OSU 
added a director of counseling and sport 
psychology position within the athletic de-
partment to better serve the mental health of 
student-athletes. In 2020, Weiberg played a 
role in launching - and continues to serve as 
a member of - the Oklahoma State Athletics 
Council for Diversity and Inclusion. 

He also played a key part in improving 
OSU’s gameday experience. Highlights in-
clude the addition of one of the largest vid-
eo boards at a college-only football stadium 
and the addition of alcohol sales at OSU 
athletic venues. 

Weiberg is a 1994 graduate of Oklahoma 
State University, with a bachelor of business 
administration degree, and earned a mas-
ter’s in business administration from OSU 
in 2002.  After earning his undergraduate 
degree, he served as the director of corpo-
rate sales and donor relations for OSU Ath-
letics until 1999. He served as senior direc-
tor of field operations for the OSU Alumni 
Association from 1999-2002 before becom-
ing the director of development for the OSU 
Foundation/College of Business Admin-
istration from 2002-03. He held a similar 
role for OSU Athletics from 2003-04 before 
moving to Kansas State.

At K-State, Weiberg served the KSU 
Foundation as Director of Corporate Re-
lations for a year before becoming the Di-
rector of Major Gifts for K-State Athletics 
in 2005. Weiberg assumed the lead role for 
K-State Athletics’ Ahearn Fund in 2009 and, 
for his team’s efforts, was recognized as the 
National Fundraiser of the Year by the Na-
tional Association of Athletic Development 
Directors in 2014. Weiberg was the Senior 
Associate Athletic Director for Develop-
ment when he left K-State in 2015 to be-
come Deputy Director of Athletics at Texas 
Tech University, a role in which he served 
for two years before returning to his alma 
mater in 2017.

College athletics have played a large role 
in Weiberg’s life from an early age. His fa-
ther, Mick, and brother, Brett were both col-
lege basketball head coaches and his brother, 
Jared, played basketball at OSU under Eddie 
Sutton for a year before moving into the role 
of team manager. Weiberg’s uncle, Kevin, 
served as commissioner of the Big 12.

Weiberg and his wife, Jodi, have two chil-
dren, Ella and Grant. Courtesy photo

PRESIDENTIAL CONGRATULATIONS:  OSU President Dr. Kayse Shrum congratu-
lates Chad Weiberg on his appointment as OSU’s Athletic Director.

Former Deputy Director Replaces 
Mike Holder, Now AD Emeritus

GTR Media Group photo

REMEMBERING HURRICANE BASEBALL:  Tulsa sports personalities gath-
ered at an editing session for former University of Tulsa 1969 team member Rog-
er Whitaker’s recently published book “A View from the Dugout” which details the 
team’s national runner-up season to Arizona State.  From left are Bruce Howard, 
director of sports broadcasting for TU; Steve Bowling, 1969 team member and for-
mer major league player; Wayne McCombs, baseball author and historian;  Roger 
Whitaker; and Terrell Lester, award winning journalist.  The book will be featured 
with a Terrell Lester article in an upcoming GTR edition.

http://www.canujed.com
https://tulsahurricane.com
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Tim Johnson Era Underway at ORU After Being
Named Athletic Director for the Golden Eagles

Tim Johnson became athletic di-
rector on Aug. 1, and joined the 
ORU staff prior to the 2015-16 
school year after spending five 
years at Clemson University. 

In his role, Johnson oversees 
all ORU Athletic external depart-
ments and directs capital fund-
raising, major gifts, and other 
sources of revenue generation 
and strategic initiatives for the 
Golden Eagles athletic depart-
ment. Johnson also oversees the 
baseball program, program eval-
uation, coaching professional de-
velopment, and serves on ORU’s 
executive staff.

In his time at ORU, the Gold-
en Eagle Club has increased its 
membership by 215%, achieved 
its highest fundraising totals, and 
premium seating sales. He has 
guided campaigns to renovate 
the baseball stadium, men’s bas-
ketball locker room, men’s and 
women’s soccer locker rooms, 
volleyball locker room, install 
infield baseball turf and construct 
ORU’s first track and tennis com-
plex on campus.

Johnson negotiated a depart-
ment-wide Nike contract in 2018 
that more than tripled the value 
received by the department and 
also led the charge to update 
ORU’s athletic logo and brand in 
association with Hampton Cre-
ative. 

In 2016, ORU’s athletics do-
nor guidebook won the “Grand 
Award” for best sport publication 
in Oklahoma and also took home 
the “Achievement Award” for 
“Before and After.”

Prior to ORU, as both an As-
sistant A.D. and Development 
Officer at Clemson, Johnson was 

responsible for development/
stewardship, annual giving, letter-
winner interaction, and develop-
ment and fundraising. He served 
on Athletic Director Terry Don 
Phillips’ senior staff and acted 
as a sport supervisor – where he 
was heavily involved in building 
Clemson Football under Coach 
Dabo Swinney. 

The Clemson Football program 
won its first ACC Title in 20 years 
in 2011 and went on to win a 
National Championship in 2017. 
Johnson assisted in preparation 
for multiple bowl games, includ-
ing the Meineke Car Care Bowl, 
Orange Bowl, and Chick-fil-a 
Bowl.

He also supervised aspects of 
compliance, marketing, and all 
departmental contracts for the Ti-
gers. Johnson helped develop the 
Clemson Athletics strategic plan 
and developed Safety and Secu-
rity plans for Clemson Athletic 
Venues as part of Clemson’s Risk 
Management Committee. 

In addition, he aided in Clem-
son’s Billion Dollar Campaign 
“Will to Lead/Will to Win” in 
association with Clemson’s Vice 
President for Development and 
Alumni Relations, Brian O’Ro-
urke. Through his involvement 
with IPTAY, Johnson promoted 
membership, helped with fund-
raising strategies, and was active 
on capital campaign committees.

Prior to Clemson, Johnson 
graduated from the University 
of Arkansas with both a Bache-
lor of Science in Business Ad-
ministration (2005) and a Juris 
Doctor (2008) and practiced law 
in Fayetteville. During his time 
at Arkansas, Johnson worked on 

Coach Houston Nutt’s football 
staff from 2002 to 2007.  He re-
ceived his MBA from Clemson 
University in 2014.

Johnson is a member of the Ar-
kansas Bar, Arkansas Bar Associ-
ation, American Bar Association, 
and The University of Arkansas 
Letterwinners Association (A 
Club). He is also a member of 
NACDA, NAADD, and is a Col-
lege Athletics Leadership Sympo-
sium (CALS) alum.

Johnson married the former 
Brittany Arnold of Fayetteville, 
Arkansas.  They live in Tulsa and 
have two daughters, Emelia and 
Eleanor.

GTR Media group photo

CHANGING OF THE GUARD:  ORU Athletic Director Tim John-
son, left, with previous long-time Athletic Director Mike Carter, who 
retired after nearly 27 years of service to ORU.  Johnson served as 
Carter’s Deputy Athletic Director the past five years.   

GTR Media Group photo

SALUTING GIL CLOUD:  Retired athletic director Gil Cloud, center, was saluted recently during a 
reception hosted by career colleagues.  From left are Holland Hall’s Fred Utter, University of Tulsa’s 
Dave Rader, Cloud, Booker T. Washington’s Mike Mims, and Tulsa athletic icon J.V. Haney.  Cloud’s 
career has been amazing, having served as director of athletics at Tulsa Public Schools, Upper Iowa 
University, Arkansas Tech University, Northeastern State University, Guthrie Public Schools and Union 
Public Schools.  Cloud attended Kansas State University and Will Rogers High School.  

https://oruathletics.com/sports/mens-basketball
http://www.oktagagent.com/barnes/
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GTR 2021 COMPOSITE FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
DATE VISITOR HOME

Aug. 27 Bishop Kelley 28 Poteau 35
 Mans. Timberview 14 Bixby 69
 BT Washington 51 Southmoore 7
 Broken Arrow 42 Mansfield Legacy13
 Victory Christian 13 Cascia Hall 28
 McLain 12 Central 36
 Western Heights 0 East Central 54
 F.W. All Saints 17 Holland Hall 36
 Jenks 20 Mansfield Summit 14 
 Checota 21 Metro Christian 41
 Owasso 45 Edmond Santa Fe 22
Sept.2  UC Davis 19 TU 17
Sept. 3 Sand Springs 34 Bishop Kelley 13
 Bixby 23 Jenks 15
 BT Washington 39 Dell City 26
 Broken Arrow 28 Union 38
 Cascia Hall 7 Holland Hall 45
 Central 50 Memorial 7
 East Central 30 Hale 0
 Edison 13 Sapulpa 61
 Tahlequah 49 McLain 0
 NOAH 17 Metro Christian 46
 Fayetteville 42 Owasso 48
 Pawhuska 33 Victory Christian 39
Sept. 4 OU 40 Tulane 35
 Missouri State 16 OSU 23
 Rice 17 Arkansas 38
 Emporia State 38 NSU 7
Sept. 10 Bishop Kelley Bishop McGuinness
 Broken Arrow Owasso
 Berryhill Cascia Hall
 Memorial Edison
 Hale Rogers
 Jenks Union
 McLain Ponca City
Sept. 11 TU OSU
 Western Carolina OU
 Texas Arkansas
 NEO Trinity Valley
 Missouri Southern NSU
Sept. 17 Stillwater Bixby
 Edison BT Washington
 Central Weewoka
 Memorial East Central
 Hale Skiatook
 Holland Hall Metro Christian
 Vertigris Victory Christian
Sept. 18 OSU Boise State
 OU Nebraska
 TU Ohio State
 Georgia Southern Arkansas
 NEO Kilgore
 Pittsburgh State NSU

DATE VISITOR HOME

Sept. 24 McAlester Bishop Kelley
 Bixby Bartlesville
 BT Washington Choctaw
 Broken Arrow Westmore
 Heavner Cascia Hall
 Vinita Central
 Rogers East Central
 Coweta Edison
 Hale Collinsville
 Holland Hall TBA
 Enid Jenks
 McLain Salisaw
 Memorial Sapulpa
 Okmulgee Metro Christian
 Union Owasso
 Victory Christian Morris
Sept. 25 Kansas State OSU
 West Virginia OU
 Arkansas State TU
 Texas A&M Arkansas
 Navaro NEO
 NSU Lincoln
Oct. 1 Bishop Kelley Durant
 PC West Bixby
 Bartlesville BT Washington
 Jenks Broken Arrow
 Cascia Hall Spiro
 East Central McAlester
 Shawnee Edison
 Tahlequah Hale
 Central Holland Hall
 McLain Poteau
 Memorial Claremore
 Metro Christian Henryetta
 Norman North Owasso
 Union Putnam City
 Kiefer Victory Christian
 Houston TU
Oct. 2 Baylor OSU
 OU Kansas State
 Arkansas Georgia
 Ellsworth NEO
 Central Missouri NSU
Oct. 7 Central Oklahoma NSU
Oct. 8 Edison Bishop Kelley
 Bixby Choctaw
 BT Washington Sand Springs
 Broken Arrow Edmond Memorial
 Cascia Hall Vian
 Central Mannford
 East Central Coweta
 Hale Pryor
 Holland Hall Vinita

DATE VISITOR HOME

Oct. 8 Norman Jenks
 Ft. Gibson McLain
 Glenpool Memorial
 Beggs Metro Christian
 Owasso Edmond North
 Mustang Union
 Victory Christian Haskell
Oct. 9 Texas OU
 Memphis Tulsa
 Arkansas Ole Miss
 NEO Tyler JC
Oct. 14 Bishop Kelley Rogers
 Sand Springs Bixby
 PC West BT Washington
 Yukon Broken Arrow
 Panama Cascia Hall
 Central Vertigris
 Shawnee East Central
 Durant Edison
 Holland Hall TBA
 Jenks Edmond Santa Fe
 Broken Bow McLain
 Pryor Memorial
 Metro Christian Victory Christian
 Southmoore Owasso
 Union Moore
Oct. 16 OSU Texas
 TCU OU
 TU South Florida
 Auburn Arkansas
 NEO Cisco
 NSU Missouri Western
Oct. 22 East Central Bishop 
 Muskogee Bixby
 Ponca City BT Washington
 Edmond Santa Fe Broken Arrow
 Cascia Hall Pocola
 Berryhill Central
 Edison McAlester
 Claremore Hale
 Jay Holland Hall
 Jenks Yukon
 McLain Stilwell
 Memorial Collinsville
 Metro Christian Morris
 Mustang Owasso
 Union Norman North
 Okmulgee Victory Christian
Oct. 23 OSU Iowa State
 OU Kansas
 UAPB Arkansas
 Gordon’s Prep NEO
 NW Missouri NSU

DATE VISITOR HOME

Oct. 29 Bishop Kelley Coweta
 Bixby Ponca City
 Muskogee BT Washington
 Broken Arrow Norman
 Cascia Hall Rowland
 Central Inola
 Durant East Central
 Edison Rogers
 Hale Glenpool
 Holland Hall Vertigris
 Edmond Memorial Jenks
 McLain Hildale
 Tahlequah Memorial
 Kiefer Metro Christian
 Owasso Moore
 Southmoore Union
 Victory Christian Henryetta
Oct. 29  Navy TU
Oct. 30 Kansas OSU
 Texas Tech OU
 NM Military Institute NEO
 NSU Washburn
Nov. 5 Shawnee Bishop Kelley
 Bixby BT Washington
 Enid Broken Arrow
 Keys Cascia Hall
 Jay Central
 East Central Edison
 Memorial Hale
 Holland Hall Inola
 Westmoore Jenks
 Muldrow McLain
 Metro Christian Haskell
 Owasso Punam City North
 Edmond North Union
 Beggs Victory Christian
Nov. 6 OSU West Virginia
 TU Cincinnatti
 Mississippi State Arkansas
 NEO Blinn College
 Fort Hayes State NSU
Nov. 13 TCU OSU
 OU Baylor
 TU Tulsane
 Arkansas LSU
 NSU Nebraska-Kearney
Nov. 20 OSU Texas Tech
 Iowa State OU
 Temple TU
 Arkansas Alabama
Nov. 27 OU OSU
 TU SMU
 Missouri Arkansas

NuNu Campbell Adds to Holland Hall’s Defense
By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

A key moment in Holland Hall’s 
victory in the Class 3A state cham-
pionship last year was when de-
fensive back NuNu Campbell in-
tercepted a pass early in the game. 
The Dutchmen would go on to rout 
Lincoln Christian 35-7 in the final.  

“It was huge. It was so early 
in the game, it just really set the 

tone for us as a defense and kind 
of gave Lincoln (Christian) the 
idea that it’s not going to be easy,” 
Campbell said. “They had a good 
receiver, Kolbe Katsis, and we 
shut him down. We had to let them 
know that we can play good foot-
ball just as much as they can.”

In the 2020 season, Campbell (6-
0, 175) made 47 tackles, including 
22 solos and 5.5 for losses, four 
interceptions and eight pass break-
ups. As a wide receiver, he had six 
receptions for 138 yards and one 
touchdown. Another pick came in 
the semifinals against Stigler. 

“Offensively, we had a really 
good quarterback (Wallace Clark, 
now with OU baseball) and a 
good receiver (Marc Gouldsby) 
and the connection between the 
two was surreal. On top of that we 
had two other receivers who were 
just as good. With three good re-
ceivers, the team as a whole had 
the goal to win it all, it was easy 
to put up numbers. We all want the 
same goal, vice versa for defense. 
When you put it all together and 
make sure everybody has the same 
goal, the same mentality, the same 
mindset, it’s easy to go out on the 
field and do what you want to do 
on Friday night.”

Campbell reflects on how the 
moments felt when the last sec-
ond ticked off the clock in the last 
year’s state championship game 
and the gold ball became theirs.

“When you’re out there on the 
field, it is 11 guys on both sides. 
Plus, you have more players on the 
sideline cheering for you,” Camp-
bell said. “So at the last second of 
the game, you don’t want to do 
anything but think about what it 
took to get here, thinking about the 

hours spent at practice, watching 
film, studying, perfecting the craft, 
it’s a brotherhood. You want to 
let your guys know that we did it 
and we got what we came for, and 
we’re not looking back regretting 
being here. “

Last year, Campbell started 
on defense and substituted for 
Gouldsby as a wide receiver.  
However, with Gouldsby having 
graduated, Campbell is in the role 
as a two-way starter this season. 

“It just lets you know that the 
team needs you more and now you 
have work to do,” Campbell said. 
“You have to step up to the table 
and do what you have to do.”

As for the college level, Camp-
bell has offers from Tulsa, Kansas, 
Utah State and Washington State. 
He is also looking at UTSA and 
Ball State. 

“It is definitely exciting. It can 
get overwhelming, depending on 
how you handle things,” Campbell 
said. “It is a process you have to do 
a lot of thinking about because the 
decisions you make in this process 
in picking schools are for the next 
four years.” 

Can the Dutchmen repeat as 
Class 3A champions in December? 
Campbell believes so. 

“It’s a challenge every year try-
ing to build a team and get back to 
the mindset to what we were last 
year,” he said. “We have a young 
quarterback ready for the chal-
lenge whom I trust in and whom 
this team trusts in. We’ll figure out 
the way to get it done and that’s 
what the offseason and practice 
is for, to prepare. I’m ready to see 
our team take on another challenge 
and see about doing this thing 
again.” 

Mike Moguin for GTR Newspapers

LOOKING TO REPEAT:  Holland Hall senior DB/WR NuNu Camp-
bell is expected to be a two-way starter and impact the Dutchmen as they 
play for another Class 3A state championship.

Two-Way Starter is a Difference Maker
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THE ECONOMY

Tulsa Rig Iron Hosts Rep. Hern at
‘I Make America’ at Keifer Facility

Tulsa Rig Iron (TRI), designer 
and manufacturer of mud pumps, 
mud recycling systems and more, 
recently welcomed U.S. Rep. Kev-
in Hern (R-Okla.) to its manufac-
turing facility in Kiefer, Oklahoma 
for an “I Make America” event, a 
grassroots campaign of The As-
sociation of Equipment Manufac-
turers (AEM) which advocates 
for policies that support manu-
facturing jobs and help America’s 
equipment manufacturers compete 
globally.

The purpose of Hern’s visit was 
to hear the concerns of workers 
and business owners and address 
some of the regulatory issues af-
fecting U.S. manufacturing com-
panies.

“The mission of this event is to 
highlight equipment manufac-
turing both small and large in the 
U.S.,” said Terry Flynn, vice pres-
ident of sales and marketing for 
TRI and emcee for the round-ta-
ble discussion and town hall style 
Q&A. “It’s encouraging to have 
the involvement of a representa-
tive to congress to hear the strug-
gles we deal with in this industry.”

Hern, a member of the powerful 
Ways and Means Committee in 
Washington, D.C., toured TRI’s 
state-of-the-art manufacturing fa-
cility before addressing those in 
attendance.

“My whole advocacy is making 
sure I can do everything that I 
possibly can as a member of con-
gress to get government out of the 
way and put Americans to work,” 
said Hern as he addressed mem-
bers of AEM as well as repre-
sentatives from TRI’s partners in 
Tulsa Pipeline Equipment Man-
ufacturers (TPLEM), Midwest-

ern Manufacturing and Darby 
Equipment Company. “You guys 
have a tough job,” Hern contin-
ued. “I just want to say thank you. 
It takes folks like you to move 
America forward.”

About TRI
Founded in 1987 by J.D. Young, 

Tulsa Rig Iron was the premier 
designer and manufacturer of hor-
izontal directional drilling rigs, 
along with mud pumps and mud 

recycling systems. 
In 2004, sons Trevor and Troy 

took the company helm and made 
the decision to concentrate the 
company efforts on building the 
best mud pumps and recycling 

systems available. Since that time, 
Tulsa Rig Iron has continued to 
set the industry standards for mud 
pump and recycling systems and 
is the manufacturer of choice for 
contractors around the globe. 

Breeze Airways Launches Nonstop Service 
From Tulsa to New Orleans and San Antonio

Breeze Airways has launched 
nonstop service from Tulsa to 
New Orleans and San Antonio. 
Both routes  operate year-round, 
four times per week. New Orleans 
and San Antonio are the second 
and third nonstop routes served by 
Breeze from Tulsa International 
Airport, joining nonstops to Tam-
pa which began at the beginning 
of June. 

Tulsa was the fifth of the initial 
16 cities to launch service in the 
Breeze route network. Breeze is 

the fifth airline founded by avi-
ation pioneer, David Neeleman, 
who previously started JetBlue 
Airways, WestJet, Azul, and Mor-
ris Air. The airline will be the sev-
enth currently serving the Tulsa 
market. 

“We are excited to welcome 
New Orleans and San Antonio to 
the nonstop route network from 
Tulsa International Airport, and 
even more thrilled that they are 
on Breeze Airways,” said Andrew 
Pierini, Director of Air Service De-

velopment and Marketing at Tulsa 
International Airport. “Breeze is 
bringing nonstop service to some 
of the most desired destinations 
our passengers want to travel to, 
and we thank them for their expan-
sion here in Tulsa.” 

Branded as the new “Seriously 
Nice” U.S. carrier, Breeze Air-
ways will operate 13 single-class 
Embraer aircraft this summer, fly-
ing routes with an average flight 
length under two hours. The 10 
E190 jets will be configured to 

seat 108 Guests while the three 
E195 aircraft will have 118 seats. 
Guests may choose from fares 
that include ‘Nice’ seats, or ‘Nic-
er’ seats with extra legroom. All 
Embraer aircraft will be a two-by-
two seat configuration, so there are 
no middle seats. Breeze will start 
taking delivery of 60 brand new 
Airbus A220 aircraft, beginning 
in October, expanding the net-
work nationwide. The A220s will 
include a premium cabin, called 
‘Nicest’ seating, in a two-by-two 

configuration at the front of the 
plane. The remainder of the air-
craft will feature a two-by- three 
seat configuration. 

David Neeleman, Founder and 
CEO of Breeze Airways, said, 
“There are a significant number of 
unserved markets from Tulsa that 
will provide us with many years of 
growth opportunities. And we’re 
thrilled to be able to give Tulsa 
residents nonstop service so they 
can get where they want to go 
twice as fast for half the cost.” 

TULSA RIG TOUR:  TRI President Trevor Young leads Rep. Kevin 
Hern and other attendees of a recent “I Make America” event on a tour 
of the company’s state-of-the-art manufacturing facility. TOWN HALL: Rep. Kevin Hern addresses the crowd at a recent “I 

Make America” event at Tulsa Rig Iron’s manufacturing facility in Kief-
er, Okla. before taking questions in the town hall portion of the event.

EXECUTIVE TEAM:  The Tulsa Rig Iron executive team joins Rep. 
Kevin Hern for a photo at a recent “I Make America” event at TRI’s 
manufacturing facility in Kiefer, Okla. From left are TRI Vice President 
of Operations John Donohue, TRI President Trevor Young, TRI Vice 
President Troy Young, Rep. Hern, TRI Vice President of Sales and Mar-
keting Terry Flynn and TRI Chief Financial Officer Karen Gibbons.

A CLOSER LOOK: U.S. Rep. Kevin Hern, left, and The Association 
of Equipment Manufacturers Senior Vice President of Government and 
Industry Relations, Kip Eideberg, right, get an up-close look at some of 
Tulsa Rig Iron’s equipment with TRI President Trevor Young.
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America’s energy reliability is 
essential for both the power gen-
eration and transportation needed 
for our country. As the last two 
articles on America’s energy reli-
ability have stated, accessibility, 
affordability and reliability are vi-
tal for a strong U.S. economy and 
security. 

As noted in a column I wrote in 
2014, after being asked, what is 
the US electric grid?, “There are 
three systems that provide elec-
tricity throughout the country. 
There is not a U.S. power grid. (A 
power grid is defined as an inter-
connected network for the deliv-
ery of electricity from suppliers to 
consumers).

The three grids are in the contigu-
ous 48 states. These are the follow-
ing grids: 1) Texas system, 2) the 
Western system which goes from 
the Pacific Ocean to the Rockies, 
and 3) the Eastern system. 

As the U.S. Energy Information 
(EIA) states, ‘Transmission and 
distribution lines 
owned by an in-
dividual utility 
are no longer 
resources to be 
used only by that 
utility. Electri-
cal systems have 
been expanded 
and interlinked. 
The systems 
now provide the 
associated trans-
port of electric-
ity on the trans-
mission lines 
where buyers and 
sellers may be 
geographically 
spread apart.’

According to 
the EIA, ‘origi-
nally, each gen-
erating company 
was responsible 
for maintaining 
its own electrical system safely 
and planning for the future needs 

of its customers. Later, voluntary 
standards were developed by the 

electric utili-
ty industry to 
coordinate for 
linked inter-
connection op-
erations. These 
voluntary stan-
dards were in-
stituted after a 
major blackout 
in 1965 that 
impacted New 
York, a large 
portion of the 
East Coast, and 
parts of Cana-
da...the inter-
linked systems 
now include 
over 3200 elec-
tric distribution 
utilities, over 
10,000 gen-
erating units, 
tens of thou-
sands of miles 

of transmission and distribution 
lines, and millions of customers.’

Our national security has long 
been one of the most important 
assets we cherish. For that rea-
son, we cannot afford to become 
addicted to energy at any cost. 
Today, nothing in America moves 
without energy, but the definition 
of energy security also extends to 
power generation. 

We don’t have a good balance 
of sources that can get us to our 
goal of total independence. We are 
still using many forms of energy. 
Although certain energy sectors 
are more predominant than others, 
there is definitely room for natural 
gas to grow. 

Natural gas holds promise for 
power generation. The share of 
U.S. natural gas-fired electrici-
ty generating capacity increased 
from 17% in 1990 to 43% in 2020. 
Given the enormous finds here, we 
should establish a more efficient, 
accessible natural gas transporta-
tion and distribution system. 

In January of 2014, a warning 
went out that it was important that 
reduction of electric usage was 
needed in Texas (the Texas Grid). 

The risk of power outages was 
strongly possible. According to 
an article by Loren Steffy, in Jan-
uary, power plants unexpectedly 
went offline when the state need-
ed them most. This time blackouts 
were averted, but barely. He goes 
on to state, “as the threat of rolling 
blackouts in winter and summer 
demonstrates, Texas isn’t produc-
ing enough electricity to meet our 
needs.”

It is time we come together! The 
U.S. has the immediate challenge 
of striving for energy indepen-
dence. It is extremely important 
that the U.S. be in a strong posi-
tion of securing energy reserves 
within its own boundaries and 
maintaining a dependable energy 
infrastructure. 

 America needs America’s en-
ergy! All forms. All American. 
Future generations are depending 
on us to keep the American dream 
alive! 

Mark A. Stansberry is chairman 
of the GTD Group, an award-win-
ning author and energy advocate.  
Facebook:  National Energy Talk.

  GTR Media Group: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group
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Want to Purchase
Mineral & Other 
Oil/Gas Interests.

Send details to:
PO Box 13557

Denver, CO 80201

Craig Dietert
9175 S Yale, Ste. 120, 

Tulsa, OK  74137
918-493-3136

Randy Bluhm
418 E. 5th

Bartlesville, OK 74003
 918-337-2712

Matt McGuire
20 N Park St

Sapulpa, OK 74066
918-227-1292

Tanya Butler
2478 W. New Orleans St.
Broken Arrow, OK 74011

918-259-9066

Matthew Fleske
12338 E. 86th St. N
Owasso, OK 74055
918-272-7301

Dewayne Willis
2123 S Atlanta Pl Ste 201

Tulsa, OK 74114
918-745-0260

Lance Lively
348 E. 2nd St.,

Sand Springs, OK 74063
918-245-3796

Ralph Andrade
750 S. Cherokee, Ste. E

Catoosa, OK 74015
918-266-4524

Leland Nissley
8116 S. Harvard Ave.,

Tulsa, OK 74137
918-481-3401

Rich Keel
13330 S. Memorial Ste. 2

Bixby, OK 74008
918-369-2500

Bill Gordon
4821 S. Peoria Ave.
Tulsa, OK  74105
918-712-9717

Tammy Moore
7147 S. Yale Ave.,
Tulsa, OK 74136

918-488-8999
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPCTanya R Butler 

Financial Advisor

2478 W New Orleans St 
Broken Arrow, OK 74011-1590 
918-259-9066

America’s Energy Reliability is Essential

By MARK A. STANSBERRY

PSO/AEP DONATION:   Public Ser-
vice Company of Oklahoma (PSO), a 
subsidiary of American Electric Power 
(Nasdaq: AEP) has announced a $50,000 
social and racial justice grant from the 
AEP Foundation to Youth Services of 
Tulsa (YST) to support the organization’s 
Transitions Program: Putting Youth on 
the Path to Self-Sufficiency.  The pro-
gram addresses the issue of homelessness 
for those 17 to 24 years old by providing 
housing and skills needed to transition to 
self-sufficiency and permanent housing.

The announcement was made at a press 
conference that included PSO President 
and Chief Operating Officer, Peggy 
Simmons and David C. Grewe, Execu-
tive Director of Youth Services of Tulsa, 
shown above.

The AEP Foundation is the charitable 
arm of AEP and is partially funded by 
PSO.  The gift is part of the foundation’s 
Delivering on the Dream: Social and Ra-
cial Justice grant program, which is a five-
year commitment to fund organizations 
with programs dedicated to advancing 
social and racial justice in communities 
served by AEP.      

“Through our long association with, 
and support for, Youth Services of Tulsa, 
we at PSO and AEP are keenly aware of 
the many social issues that lead to youth 
homelessness,” said Simmons.  “On behalf 
of the AEP Foundation, we are pleased to 
announce this grant to help promote equi-
ty and opportunity so young people may 
achieve self-sufficiency and find their path 
forward to a successful life.”

In 2020, the AEP Foundation began 
the Delivering on the Dream program to 
award social and racial justice grants to 
organizations that play pivotal roles in 
working to eliminate systemic racism.  
The grant to YST is the AEP Founda-
tion’s first Delivering on the Dream grant 
awarded in Oklahoma.     

“Youth homelessness is a significant 
challenge here in Tulsa and across the 
country,” said Youth Services of Tul-
sa Executive Director David C. Grewe.  
“YST will house more than 100 youth 
this year, equipping them with the skills 
and supports they need to gain indepen-
dence, achieve their educational and 
employment goals, and realize their full 
potential.”

http://www.dandiguaranty.com
http://www.edwardjones.com
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GTR CLASSIFIEDS
To place a GTR classified ad, please email advertising@gtrnews.com, or call 918-254-1515

Autos WAnted

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! 
Help and Support our Veterans. Fast - 
FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. 
Call 1-800-245-0398

Get cash for your used or junk car 
today. We buy all cars, trucks, and 
SUVs. Free pick up. Call.  1-888-
985-1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 
and Newer! Any Condition. Running 
or Not. Competitive Offer! Free Tow-
ing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 
1-888-416-2330.

Business services

ATTENTION MERCHANTS: Pay 
Zero Percent Processing Fees! Elim-
inate Monthly Merchant Processing 
Fees With Cash Discount! Boost 
Your Revenue! Find Out How! 
Call 866-422-7434 CashDiscounts.
com

educAtion

Train online to do medical billing! 
Become a Medical Office Profession-
al at CTI! Get trained & certified to 
work in months! 888-572-6790. (M-F 
8-6 ET)

employment

The Association of Community Pub-
lishers (ACP) is searching for an Execu-
tive Director. If interested, visit afcp.org 
or ifpa.com and click on the “Executive 
Director Search” link for more details.

For sAle

Searching for products to resell? $50 
Laptops, $30 TV’s, $10 Smart Phones, 
$4 Jeans. Liquidations from 200+ leading 
liquidators. Visit: CloseoutsOnline.com

HeAltH & Fitness

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. Covers 350 
procedures. Real insurance - not a 
discount plan. Get your free dental 
info kit! 1-888-623-3036 www.den-
tal50plus.com/58 #6258

HeAltH & Fitness

Attention oxygen therapy users! Ino-
gen One G4 is capable of full 24/7 ox-
ygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free 
info kit. Call877-929-9587

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save 
money on diabetic supplies! Conve-
nient home shipping for monitors, 
test strips, insulin pumps, catheters & 
more! To learn more, call now! 877-
810-0063

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 
CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablam-
os Español

Stroke & Cardiovascular disease are 
leading causes of death according 
to the AHA. Screenings can provide 
peace of mind or early detection! Call 
Life Line Screening to schedule a 
screening. Special offer 5 screenings 
for $149. 1-833-549-4540

miscellAneous

Attention: If you or a loved one 
worked around the pesticide Roundup 
(glyphosate) for at least 2 years & has 
been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma, you may be entitled to 
compensation.855-341-5793

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month 
w/12-mo agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask 
how to bundle & SAVE! Geo & svc re-
strictions apply. 1-888-796-8850

Attention Active Duty & Military 
Veterans! Begin a new career & earn 
a Degree at CTI! Online Computer & 
Medical training available for Veterans 
& Families! To learn more, call 888-
449-1713

miscellAneous

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts available. 
Call: 855-761-1725 

Best satellite TV with 2 year price 
guarantee! $59.99/mo with190 chan-
nels and 3 months free premium movie 
channels! Free next day installation! 
Call 844-842-4469

Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65 
Channels. Stream news, live events, 
sports & on demand titles. No con-
tract/commitment. 1-866-825-6523

Dish TV $64.99 190 channels + $14.95 
high speed internet. Free Install, smart 
HD DVR & voice remote. Restrictions 
apply. 1-833-872-2545.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Le-
afFilter, most advanced debris-block-
ing protection. Schedule free estimate. 
15% off Purchase. 10% Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts. Call 1-855-995-2490

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery 
storage system. Save money, reduce reli-
ance on grid, prepare for outages & pow-
er your home. Full installation services. 
$0 down financing option. Request free 
no obligation quote. 1-855-270-3785

GENERAC Standby Generators. The 
weather is increasingly unpredictable. Be 
prepared for power outages. FREE 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 value!) Sched-
ule FREE in-home assessment. 1-844-
334-8353 special financing if qualified.

New authors wanted! Page Publishing 
will help self-publish your book. Free 
author submission kit! Limited offer! 
866-951-7214

miscellAneous

Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-quality 
rechargeable Nano hearing aids priced 
90% less than competitors. Nearly in-
visible! 45-day money back guarantee! 
833-669-5806

HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 
SECONDS. Don’t wait! Protect your 
family, your home, your assets NOW for 
as little as 70¢ a day!  Call 866-409-0308

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet 
no matter where you live. 25 Mbps just 
$59.99/mo! Unlimited Data is Here. 
Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. 
Free Installation.  Call 866-499-0141

Long distance moving: White-glove 
service from America’s top movers. 
Fully insured and bonded Let us take 
the stress out of your out of state move. 
Free quotes! Call:855-606-2752

Never pay for covered home repairs 
again! Complete Care Home Warranty 
covers all major systems & appliances. 
30-day risk free. $200.00 off + 2 free 
months! 1-866-395-2490

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIB-
SON, FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s 
to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL 
TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Protect your home w/home security 
monitored by ADT. Starting at $27.99/
mo. Get free equipment bundle includ-
ing keypad, motion sensor, wireless door 
& windows sensors. 833-719-1073

Update your home with beautiful new 
blinds & shades. Free in-home estimates 
make it convenient to shop from home. 
Professional installation. Top quality - 
Made in the USA. Free consultation: 
877-212-7578. Ask about our specials!

WAnted to Buy

Wants to purchase minerals and other 
oil and gas interests. Send details to 
P.O. Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201

Reader Advisory: The National Trade Association 
we belong to has purchased the above classifieds. 
Determining the value of their service or product is 
advised by this publication. In order to avoid misun-
derstandings, some advertisers do not offer employ-
ment but rather supply the readers with manuals, 
directories and other materials designed to help 
their clients establish mail order selling and other 
businesses at home. Under NO circumstance should 
you send any money in advance or give the client 
your checking, license ID, or credit card numbers. 
Also  beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans 
regardless of credit and note that if a credit repair 
company does business only over the phone it is 
illegal to request any money before delivering its 
service. All funds are based in US dollars. Toll free 
numbers may or may not reach Canada. 

Discount applied at time of purchase. Terms and Conditions Apply. * Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required.  Receive a free 
American Standard Cadet Toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe Shower. Offer valid only while supplies last. Limit one 
per household. Must be fi rst time  purchaser. All offers subject to change prior to purchase. See www.AmericanStandardBathtubs.com for other restrictions and 
for licensing, warranty, and company information. * CSLB B982796; Suffolk NY:5543IH; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in Nassau NY,  
Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

✓EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
Only American Standard has OVER
140 years of experience and offers 
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

✓SUPERIOR DESIGN!
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 
wide door, built-in safety bar and 
textured � oor provides a safer bathing 
experience.

✓PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN®

TECHNOLOGY
✓LIFETIME WARRANTY!

The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 
bath AND installation, INCLUDING
labor backed by American Standard.

✓44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS!
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

Lifetime Warranty!
Finance Options Available*

FREE!
An In-Home 

Evaluation Will 
Be Scheduled
At Your Earliest 
Convenience

FREE!
Savings Include an 
American Standard 
Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

855-449-2860
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/tulsa

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Walk-In Tubs

AN ORGANIZED HOME      
IS A HAPPY HOME

Add space to your kitchen and time to your busy schedule with ShelfGenie’s 
custom pull-out shelves installed in your existing cabinets

®

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(866) 448-1235

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per household. Must 
purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Shelves. 

EXP 6/30/21

Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am - 4pm EST

Voice Clarifying TV Headset

TVEARS  |  2701 via Orange Way, Suite 1 Spring Valley, CA 91978

Call 1-918-927-3823

Put on your TV•Ears®

and hear TV with unmatched clarity

TV•Ears Original™

$129.95

NEW SPECIAL OFFER

NOW $5995

Use promo code MB59
30-day risk free trial

+s&h

M-F 6�am�—�6�pm PST
  |  2701 via Orange Way, Suite 1 Spring Valley, CA 91978

A Smarter Way to 
Power Your Home. 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(855) 781-0259

*O� er value when purchased at retail. Solar panels sold separately.

New i5 5x8 
Covered Trailer

In Bixby

$3,200 
or make an offer.

Call 
971-707-8550



  GTR Newspapers: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group

Public Ser-
vice Company 
of Oklahoma 
(PSO) announces 
Wayne Greene 
as its new region 
communications 
manager.  He will 
transition into that 
role currently held 
by Stan Whiteford, who is retiring 
later this fall.

A highly respected journalist 
with more than 30 years of expe-
rience, Greene joins PSO from the 
Tulsa World, where he started in 
1987 and served as editorial pages 
editor since 2014.

Prior to his latest role, Greene 
served 13 years as the World’s 
city editor and four at the World’s 
state Capitol Bureau in Oklahoma 
City.

Among his many awards and 
accolades, in 2016 Greene was 
named “the conscience of the 
community” by the Tulsa Region-
al Chamber, and in 2019 he was 
inducted into the Oklahoma Jour-
nalism Hall of Fame. 

 In his role at PSO, Greene will 
be primarily responsible for public 
and news media communications. 

“Wayne’s extensive involve-
ment with our community and his 
knowledge base of how energy 
intersects with our customers ev-
ery day makes him an excellent 
addition to our team,” said Tiffini 
Jackson, vice president of external 
affairs.

Greene is a Phi Beta Kappa grad-
uate of the University of Okla-
homa and was a National Merit 
Scholar. 

RCB Bank is 
pleased to an-
nounce that Rich-
ard Willhour III 
is now the market 
president of the 
Broken Arrow 
and Union loca-
tions. 

Willhour has been the market 
president in Catoosa, Inola and 
Coweta for eight years and will re-
tain his position in Coweta moving 
forward. 

“I appreciate the opportunity 
to be a part of the Broken Arrow 
and Union team,” said Willhour. 
“The staff at both locations are 
highly effective bankers and 
have proven they can get the job 
done.”  

Willhour is currently a school 
board member of Inola public 
schools and a board member for 
the Inola Education Foundation. 
He was also past president of the 
Inola Chamber of Commerce and 
the Oklahoma Banker’s Associa-
tion. 

“I’m looking forward to getting 
involved in the Broken Arrow 
community,” he said.

Willhour, his wife and two sons 
also manage a commercial cow-
herd. When he is not at the Bank, 
you will likely find him working 
cattle, fixing fence, hauling hay 
and fishing with his sons. 

Hall Estill, 
Oklahoma’s lead-
ing law firm, 
with offices in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 
City, Denver and 
Northwest Arkan-
sas, announces 
the addition of 
Terence “Terry” 
Brennan to the Tulsa office in an 
Of Counsel position.  

“Terry makes a great addition to 
the team,” said Mike Cooke, Man-
aging Partner for Hall Estill.  “His 
experience and depth of knowl-
edge will allow him to provide 
excellent counsel to our clients 
across our practice areas.” 

Brennan practices in the areas 
of complex business and personal 
litigation, focusing on compliance 
and risk issues where he assists cli-
ents in a variety of areas, including 
oil and gas, business and personal 
torts, and environmental law. Li-
censed to practice in both Oklaho-
ma and Wisconsin, he earned his 
undergraduate degree, with hon-
ors, from the University of Wis-
consin and his J.D. from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin Law School.

The City of Bro-
ken Arrow has 
announced the hir-
ing of Aaron Mc-
Colloch as its new 
Communications 
and Media Rela-
tions Manager.

“The Communi-
cations and Media 
Relations Manager is the primary 
spokesperson for the City of Bro-
ken Arrow while managing the 
City’s Communications Divisions, 
which includes the City’s website, 
social media channels, newslet-
ters, press events, media relations, 
and Cox Cable Channel 24” said 
City Manager Michael Spurgeon.

McColloch is an award-winning 
communications professional hav-
ing spent more than 20 years in 
local news in the Tulsa TV market 
holding various positions includ-
ing chief photographer, assistant 
news director, and digital direc-
tor. He has won numerous awards 
from the Associated Press, Okla-
homa Association of Broadcast-
ers, National Press Photographers 
Association, a Heartland Regional 
Emmy, three Regional Edward R. 
Murrow awards, and two National 
Edward R. Murrow awards.

McColloch is a life-long Okla-
homan, born and raised in Tulsa. 
He has lived in Broken Arrow for 
the better part of the last 10 years. 

The Tulsa Police 
Foundation has 
hired Tiffany Eg-
dorf as its new 
CEO.  

The foundation 
is a locally based 
501 C-3 that 
serves to raise 
awareness and 
funds for the needs of the Tulsa 
Police Department that will ben-
efit officers and citizens in the 
City of Tulsa. It is a joint effort 
between law enforcement and the 
citizens of Tulsa to enhance the 
safety and security of each.

Current TPD Foundation Chair-
man and TPD Foundation Found-
er Roger Chasteen will be resign-
ing from the board effective July 
8, 2021. 

Egdorf most recently served 
as president & CEO of Lindsey 
House. During her 10 years with 
the organization, she started and 
directed multiple programs, ex-
panded the organization and em-
powered families to flourish. 

She was responsible for over-
all agency direction at Lindsey 
House, including a capital cam-
paign, new building construction, 
fundraising, advocacy and man-
aging external relationships and 
collaborations. 

She has a Bachelor of Science 
from Oklahoma City Universi-
ty, a Master of Arts from Phil-
lips Theological Seminary, and 
a Masters’ Certification from the 
University of Tulsa. 

Egdorf is a graduate of Leader-
ship Tulsa Class 53, Thrive Class 
1, and the Rotary District 6110 
Leadership Academy. She is on 
the board of directors for the Ro-
tary Club of Tulsa and Leadership 
Tulsa. Most importantly, Egdorf 
is a life-long Tulsan and loves be-
ing a part of the Tulsa community.

Regarding the new position, 
Egdorf said, “It is my honor to 
serve in this role and expand the 
reach of the Tulsa Police Foun-
dation for the betterment of our 
community. I embrace our mis-
sion to raise funds and awareness 
for the Tulsa Police Department, 
while working to create stronger 
relationships between our law en-
forcement personnel and the citi-
zens of Tulsa.”
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BUSINESS & PEOPLE NOTESGathering Place Names 
New Executive Director

After an extensive search, 
Gathering Place has an-

nounced the hiring of Julio Badin 
as its new Executive Director.

Badin’s 22 years in the hospi-
tality and entertainment indus-
tries, combined with a passion 
for community programming 
and guest experiences, will help 
to further advance the mission 
of Tulsa’s award-winning river-
front park.   

“My entire professional career 
has been in the hospitality and 
entertainment industry, and I’ve 
loved every minute of it,” said 
Badin. “However, after coming 
to understand Gathering Place’s 
mission and meeting the Park’s 
outstanding team, this presented 
such a compelling opportunity. 
I’m excited to fully engage with 
and serve an entire community 
in a way that I haven’t been able 
to do in the past.”          

Prior to joining the Gather-
ing Place team, Badin served 
as the Senior Vice President of 
Customer Experience at Dallas 
Fort Worth International Airport 
where he oversaw experience 
strategy and execution at all five 

terminals, including operations, 
project management, and the 
DFW Airport Pandemic Pre-
paredness Plan.  Additionally, 
Badin spent 18 years with The 
Walt Disney Company where 
he held key leadership roles 
managing customer experience, 
attractions, retail, culinary and 
financial performance.

“Julio clearly possesses the 
skills to continue to deliver and 
improve upon the high-quality 
experience that all Tulsans have 
come to expect from Gathering 
Place,” said Jeff Stava, Con-
struction Director and Trust-
ee of Tulsa’s Gathering Place, 
LLC. “Julio’s previous work at 
Disney and DFW demonstrated 
over and over again his ability 
and dedication to creating and 
implementing family-friendly, 
inclusive and engaging experi-
ences for all visitors. We look 
forward to him continuing that 
great work here.”

 In addition to Gathering Place, 
Badin will also be responsible 
for overseeing the operations 
and programming for Guthrie 
Green and Duet Jazz Club.

JULIO BADIN

GREENE BRENNAN EGDORF

McCOLLOCH

WILLHOUR

JENKS CHAMBER EVENT:  
Kevin Burr of Barracuda Staff-
ing was the guest speaker at the 
Aug. 25 Jenks Chamber of Com-
merce Small Business Success 
Series luncheon event.  From 
left are Barracuda Staffing own-
er Kevin Burr, Sandy Burr and 
Jenks Chamber President Josh 
Driskell.  Kevin Burr presented 
“Championship Teams: How to 
Find and Build the Talent That 
is Needed to Win.”

Burr has built his companies 
on the principles of building 
relationships on every level. In 
addition to Barracuda Staffing, 
he is the owner of Barracuda 
Consulting and a partner in Red 
River Payroll.

He says his main objective, 

whether it is with his clients, 
applicants or staff, is to put 
people in the right position to 
succeed. He prides himself on 
developing custom hiring and 
recruiting solutions for every 
client.

Under Burr’s direction, Bar-
racuda Staffing has maintained 
substantial growth year over 
year and continues to get no-
ticed as a strong growing staff-
ing company.  They have twice 
been recognized for their growth 
by making the Inc. 5000 list in 
2017 and 2019, and were also 
voted as one of America’s Best 
Places to Work in 2018.

The Small Business Success 
Series was sponsored by Ted-
ford Insurance.

http://www.pawprintsltd.com


In 1907, my newlywed grandpar-
ents, the C.C. Coles moved into the 
Robinson Hotel while they were 
waiting for construction on their 
first house, a small bungalow, to be 
finished. Months later, my grand-
father hired two men and a horse 
drawn wagon to 
move furnishings 
and belongings 
into their new 
home. A year lat-
er, the baby grand 
piano my grand-
father had bought 
his bride (on the 
installment plan) 
arrived by train 
and was delivered 
to their new house 
by horse and wag-
on. 

As Tulsa started 
to boom with help 
from the Glenn 
Pool and other oil 
strikes, moving 
people and their 
goods became an 
important busi-
ness. In 1910, 
Page Storage and 
Van Lines was established as one 
of Tulsa’s first moving companies. 
Today, 111 years later, four gen-
erations of the Page family have 
owned and worked in this busi-
ness. The iconic graphics on Page 
trucks are a part of Tulsa history. 

In 1927, 17 years later, Roy Page, 
with an optimism common in the 
1920’s, decided to build a head-
quarters/storage building. He went 
to one of Tulsa’s leading archi-
tectural firms, Rush Endicott and 
Rush whose Tulsa Club/Chamber 
of Commerce Building was cur-
rently under construction. His in-
structions to them were to design 
an eye catching cutting edge build-
ing. With the help of their staff de-
signer, Bruce Goff, they delivered 

The site selected was the south 
side of 13th Street at 1301 S. El-

gin. This allowed furniture to be 
loaded directly from the adjacent 
railroad tracks to a dock and from 
there to a freight elevator at the 
rear of the structure. The build-
ing was five stories and fitted out 
with art deco bronze and glass 

light fixtures and 
operable steel aw-
ning windows for 
natural ventila-
tion. The interior 
included special-
ized storage for 
valuables: a large 
cold storage room 
for furs (said to be 
the largest in the 
Southwest), a sil-
ver vault, a large 
rug vault and 
safes for jewelry. 
Part of the ground 
floor was reserved 
for pianos. The 
entire concrete 
frame structure 
was designed for 
heavy loads. Flar-
ing interior col-
umn capitals in a 
mushroom shape 

eliminated the need for intermedi-
ate beams by shortening spans. 

The outer edge of the floor slabs 
and perimeter columns were ex-
posed to view emphasizing the 
structure and providing a decora-
tive effect. The exterior pinkish 
bricks were wire cut and hung on 
the structural frame with no at-
tempt to hide what held the brick. 

At the exterior, two vertical py-
lons of Bedford Limestone framed 
and emphasized the main entrance. 
Although initially resented by the 
adjacent residents, many came to 
admire the building and later be-
came good customers.

During World War II, Tulsa was 
considered a significant enemy 
target by many because of the lo-
cation of the war plane manufac-
turer, McDonald-Douglas, and its 

related pilot training school and 
because of oil production centered 
in Tulsa. Thomas Gilcrease moved 
his western art collection to the 
Page Building for safe keeping. 
The collection remained there un-
til the end of the war in 1945. One 
wonders where the new temporary 
storage place will be when the col-
lection is moved again due to the 
museum rebuilding project. 

In 1977, the historic Page Build-
ing was demolished to make way 
for the Broken Arrow Expressway. 
Despite the efforts and resistance 
of the Page family, imminent do-
main prevailed. What government 
wants; it gets. 

An amazing coincidence fol-
lowed. The Pages found a suit-
able replacement building which 
was also designed by Bruce Goff. 
Located at 2036 E. 11th Street, it 
was a 1928 product of Rush En-
dicott and Rush Architecture who 
were involved in the building of 
the Boston Avenue Church at the 
same time.

In the 1920s, 30s, and early 40s, 

residential washing appliances 
were very primitive. Many chose 
to have their laundry picked up and 
delivered by a commercial compa-
ny. The Guaranty Laundry Build-
ing worked well for adaptive reuse 
as a Page Building replacement. 

This five-story building, which 

when built, was considered a low-
cost industrial structure, has an 
exterior which is organized hori-
zontally with long bands of steel 
awning windows with projecting 
sills and lintels between strips of 
buff brick. Streamlining of the 
northwest corner was lost when an 
art deco cornice was deleted during 
construction. Originally the main 
entrance became a focal point by 
interrupting the exterior pattern-
ing. The doorway was set off by 
diagonal mullions and flanking 
vertical bands of diamonds which 
extended to the top strip of win-
dows. Sadly, the entrance has been 
remodeled in years since and the 
diagonals eliminated. A good pic-
ture of the original entrance can be 
found on page 77 of the Tulsa Art 
Deco book published by the Junior 
League of Tulsa. 
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BE THE ONE 
 THEY CALL
 WHEN THERE’S NO TIME 
FOR DOWN TIME.

Information Technologies
AS, AAS, BT Degrees

At OSU Institute of Technology, you’ll fi nd excellent opportunities
to train for what’s next. Our expert faculty will help you every

step of the way. And every degree program will give you
application-based instruction, plus valuable, hands-on work
experiences. Answer the call—and be true to you at OSUIT.

APPLY TODAY. 
FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE | OSUIT.EDU | 918.293.5030

OKMULGEE, OK

On Architecture

By ROGER COFFEY, AIA

Page Family Contributes to Tulsa Architecture

GTR Media Group photo

REPLACEMENT BUILDING:  The Page family found a suitable re-
placement building which was also designed by Bruce Goff. Located at 
2036 E. 11th Street, it was a 1928 product of Rush Endicott and Rush 
Architecture who were involved in the building of the Boston Avenue 
Church at the same time.

Courtesy photo

BRUCE GOFF DESIGN:  Roy Page hired world-famous architect Bruce Goff in 1928 to design the five-story 
Art Deco furniture inspired depository located at 1301 S. Elgin Ave. in Tulsa.  The building was demolished in 
1977 to make room for the Broken Arrow Expressway.

http://www.osuit.edu
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EVERYTHING YOU NEED.
EVERYWHERE YOU GO.
Every great journey begins with a first step. When 

you start a relationship with Central Bank, you’ll 

immediately have access to a community bank 

with comprehensive offerings, cutting-edge 

technology and leading-edge banking solutions. 

We have all the tools you need to move, manage 

and maximize your money with ease, every step of 

the way. Discover what’s possible with Central Bank.  

We do banking better.

centralbank.net
Member FDIC

FC Tulsa
vs. Indy 
7 p.m.  
Visit fctulsa.com for info.

CENTRAL BANK CALENDAR • Aug. 22 – Sept. 25, 2021
Follow University of Tulsa Football at Chapman Stadium
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Ask About Fraud ID 
Protection

Free Small Business Checking

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

New Name. Same Bank.

13

September

The Guys
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The Guys
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The Guys
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m. • Sept 2-3
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The Guys
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The shawshank  
RedempTion

World Stage Theatre Co.
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The shawshank  
RedempTion
World Stage Theatre Co.
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The shawshank  
RedempTion
World Stage Theatre Co.
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The shawshank  
RedempTion
World Stage Theatre Co.
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The shawshank  
RedempTion
World Stage Theatre Co.
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The Guys
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The Guys
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

esCape To  
maRGaRiTaville
Celebrity Attractions
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

esCape To  
maRGaRiTaville
Celebrity Attractions
7:30 p.m. • Sept. 1-2
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

esCape To  
maRGaRiTaville
Celebrity Attractions
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

esCape To  
maRGaRiTaville
Celebrity Attractions
1 & 6 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

maTilda The musiCal
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

22 24 25 282623

We Offer Health 
Savings Accounts

27

31

August

Tulsa dRilleRs
vs. Springfield
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for info.

Tulsa dRilleRs
vs. Springfield
12:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for info.

Tulsa dRilleRs
vs. Springfield
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for info.

Tulsa dRilleRs
vs. Springfield
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for info.

Tulsa dRilleRs
vs. Springfield
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for info.

Tulsa dRilleRs
vs. Springfield
6:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for info.

FC Tulsa
vs. Birmingham 
7 p.m.  
Visit fctulsa.com for info.

FC Tulsa
vs. Austin 
7 p.m.  
Visit fctulsa.com for info.

BoRn This way
The Shrine 
8 p.m. 
Visit tulsashrine.com for more 
information.

The neRve
The Shrine 

8 p.m. 
Visit tulsashrine.com for 
more information.

wiRliGiG
The Shrine 
9 p.m. 
Visit tulsashrine.com for more 
information.

kinG CaBBaGe BRass 
Band
Mercury Lounge
9 p.m. 
Visit mercuryloungetulsa.com 
for more information.

Radkey
Mercury Lounge

8 p.m. 
Visit mercuryloungetulsa.
com for more information.

ZaC wilkeRson Full 
Band
Mercury Lounge
8 p.m. 
Visit mercuryloungetulsa.com 
for more information. James sTeinle and 

JulieT mCConkey
Mercury Lounge
8 p.m. • Sept. 25

Visit mercuryloungetulsa.
com for more information.

Glenn R Townsend w/ 
The down low
The Shrine 
8 p.m. 
Visit tulsashrine.com for info.

TanTRiC
The Shrine 

8 p.m. 
Visit tulsashrine.com for more 
information.

opal aGaFia
The Shrine 
9 p.m. 
Visit tulsashrine.com for more 
information.

leT’s Zeppelin
The Shrine 
9 p.m. 
Visit tulsashrine.com for more 
information.

Cox movie niGhTs: 
The pRinCess and 
The FRoG
Gathering Place 
6:30 p.m. 
Visit gathering-
place.org for more 
information.

TouGhesT monsTeR 
TRuCk
BOK Center 
7 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

enduRoCRoss RaCinG 
seRies
BOK Center 
7 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for 
more information.

More Bank for Your BuckmaTilda The musiCal
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The Guys
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The Guys
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

maTilda The musiCal
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

maTilda The musiCal
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Tulsa dRilleRs
vs. NW Arkansas
1:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for info.

FC Tulsa
vs. Memphis
7 p.m.  
Visit fctulsa.com for info.

FC Tulsa
vs. Atlanta 
7 p.m.  
Visit fctulsa.com for info.

CaRvin Jones
The Shrine 
8 p.m. 
Visit tulsashrine.com for more 
information.

aFTon musiC seRies
The Shrine 
6 p.m. 
Visit tulsashrine.com for more 
information.

The haRlem  
GloBeTRoTTeRs
BOK Center 
2 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com 
for more information.

yoGa FoR eveRy Body
Tulsa Library – Virtual 
6 – 7 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

BRookside Book dis-
Cussion
Tulsa Library – Virtual 
1:30 – 2:30 p.m. 

Visit tulsalibrary.org for 
more information.

BRookside Book dis-
Cussion
Tulsa Library – Virtual 
1:30 – 2:30 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

CoveR To CoveR 
Book CluB - pRe-

senTed By BRoken 
aRRow liBRaRy

Tulsa Library – Virtual 
6 – 7 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org 

for more information.

Tulsa masTeR GaRden-
eRs lunCh and leaRn: 
veGGie GaRden pRep
12 – 1 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

yuChi lanGuaGe Class
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Tulsa masTeR 
GaRdeneRs lunCh 

and leaRn: happy 
TRees
12 – 1 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.
org for more infor-
mation.

misTakes To masTeR-
pieCes - Fami-
ly-FRiendly 
painT-alonG 
pRoGRam
5 – 6:30 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.
org for more 
information.

CookinG wiTh The his-
paniC ResouRCe CenTeR 
- hispaniC heRiTaGe 
monTh 2021
12 –  p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

FiTTness on 
The GReen: 
ZumBa
Guthrie Green 
5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 

Visit guthriegreen.com 
for more information.

FiTTness on The 
GReen: ZumBa
Guthrie Green 
5:30 – 6:30 
p.m. 
Visit guth-
riegreen.
com for more 
information.

paul BenJaman’s sunday 
niGhT ThinG
The Colony 
10 p.m. 
Visitcolonytulsa.com for more 
information. pilGRim

The Colony 
8 p.m. 
Visitcolonytulsa.com for more 
information.

pilGRim
The Colony 
10 p.m. 
Visitcolonytulsa.com for 
more information.

FiTTness on The 
GReen: ZumBa
Guthrie Green 
5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Visit guthriegreen.
com for more 
information.

moRninG BooTCamp
Guthrie Green 
6 – 7 a.m. 
Visit guthriegreen.com for more 
information.

ZumBa wiTh FeR-
nanda - Fall FiTness 
pResenTed By asCension 
sT. John
Gathering Place 
6 – 7 p.m. 
Visit gatheringplace.org for 
more information.

CaRiBBean viBes - a 
ReGGae CaRnival
Gathering Place 
Time TBD
Visit gatheringplace.org for 
more information.

G.R.o.w. moBile li-
BRaRy (GaTheR and Read 
on wheels)
Gathering Place 
9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Visit gatheringplace.org for 
more information.

sToRy Time
Gathering Place 
4 p.m.
Visit gatheringplace.org for 
more information.

doG play wednesday
Gathering Place 
9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Visit gatheringplace.org for 
more information.

Family naTuRe walk
Gathering Place 
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Visit gatheringplace.org for 
more information.

aRTs in The aiR
Williams Green 
Sept. 17-19
Visit tulsapac.com for more 
information.

liTTle 
GaRden  
exploReRs
Philbrook 
Museum 
9:30 – 11:30 
a.m. 
Visit philbrook.
org for more  
information.

FloweR aRRanGinG 
woRkshop
Philbrook Museum 
11 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Visit philbrook.org for 
more information.

sToRyTime in The  
GaRden
Philbrook Museum 
10 – 10:30 a.m.
Visit philbrook.org for more 
information.

movie in The paRk
Guthrie Green 
5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Visit guthriegreen.com for more 
information.

pResChool wiTh miss 
TaTiana
Tulsa Library – Virtual 
10:30 – 11 a.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Teens: viRTual GaminG 
Tulsa Library – Virtual 
5 – 6 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

alan JaCkson
BOK Center 
7 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

Blake shelTon
BOK Center 
7 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

Golden huRRiCane vs.
UC Davis • 6:30 p.m.
Football
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

Golden huRRiCane vs.
Arkansas St. • Time TBD
Football
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

http://centralbank.net
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Local Father and Daughter Turn Their
Maple Liqueur Hobby into a Business

By GRANT ROWL
Contributing Writer

Have you ever looked back on 
your life and wondered “what if?” 
What if you pursued that dream, 
created your own future, tried to 
do something no one else tried 
to do? Have you ever wondered 
what if you succeeded? Michael 
Meredith, Jr. and his daughter AJ 
Meredith, did just that by turn-
ing Michael’s hobby of making 
liqueurs into a successful local 
business.

Michael started mixing liqueurs 
while attending Duke University 
in the late 1970s. “I had a friend 
at Duke who gave me a recipe for 
a coffee liqueur and that’s what 
sparked my interest.” He exper-
imented making coffee liqueurs 
throughout college and contin-
ued the hobby after becoming an 
Aerospace Engineer.

Finally, in the early 2000’s, 
Michael perfected an amaretto 
liqueur recipe. The recipe was 
used with and without amaretto 
flavoring. The version without 
the amaretto flavoring became 
a favorite and was nicknamed 
“Meredith Maple” by a family 
friend.

With confident determination, 
daughter AJ Meredith encouraged 
her father to turn his hobby into 
more than just a dream. The idea 
took off and resulted in what is 

now a Broken Arrow company, 
Meredith Maple LLC.

“It was kind of a strange coin-
cidence of events,” said AJ, now 
Vice President of Sales and Mar-
keting when asked how Mere-
dith Maple Liqueurs started. “I 
thought, if I don’t do this now I 
never will, so I kind of risked 
it.” With AJ’s Master’s Degree 
in Business Management and her 
father’s engineering and analyti-
cal approach to the creation pro-
cess, Meredith Maple has a very 
sophisticated partnership and 
unique product formula.

Meredith Maple is a 67-proof 

sweet maple liqueur, aged on oak 
and manufactured in Bend, Ore-
gon. It has been described in the 
press as “one of the most unique 
flavors on the market.” Local fans 
enjoy drinking it in coffee, with 
lemonade for summer holidays, 
adding it to beer or dry wine as 
a kicker, or sipping it straight or 
on ice as an after-dinner drink. 
A liqueur made for celebration; 
Meredith Maple is meant to be 
savored during life’s greatest mo-
ments.

AJ not only hopes people will try 
out the family’s smooth and sweet 
liqueur, she also wants to encour-

age others to never give up on their 
dreams. “We need more leaders to 
take risks and try new businesses,” 
she added, emphasizing the im-
portance of more local female en-
trepreneurs. “As with any dream, 
there have been challenges and 
obstacles along the way, but the 
good far outweighs the bad.” She 
hopes to inspire others to find what 
they’re called to do and find their 
life’s purpose. “We have so many 
opportunities and I just want more 
people to feel that passion to be 
excited and live their dreams like 
I’m doing out here every day,” 
said AJ.

Meredith Maple’s goal is to 
bring the best and most sophisti-
cated maple liqueurs to the mar-
ket, and we think they achieved 
just that. Meredith Maple Li-
queurs can be found in 85 Liquor 
Stores, bars, restaurants, and spe-
cialty shops across Oklahoma, in-
cluding Biergarten and Out South 
in Jenks, Liquids and Kwenchers 
in Owasso, Parkhill’s Warehouse 
and PJ’s Bar and Grill Tulsa, and 
BA Wine and Spirits, B&B Li-
quor Warehouse, and The Succu-
lent Shop in Broken Arrow. For a 
full list of locations and recipes, 
visit meredithmaple.com.

Meredith Maple Liquor
An Innovative Success

Chad Mills photo

IMPRESSIVE TEAM:  AJ Meredith and Michael Meredith, Jr. display their innovative Meredith Maple 
Liqueur at the Succulent Shop in Broken Arrow.  Meredith Maple can be found in liquor stores throughout 
greater Tulsa.

http://parksideinc.com
http://tulsachamber.com



