
By Brian Johnson

When the rest of the world was 
in the grip of the COVID-19 
pandemic, three Saint Thomas 

Academy students refused to shut down. 
Instead, longtime friends Pierce Moberg, 
Will Boland and Thomas Lund pooled 
their design and carpentry skills and built 
a boat.

“We wanted to be productive with our 
time,” said Moberg, who set up shop for 
the project in the yard, garage and drive-
way of his family’s Mendota Heights 

home. “I called a couple of my friends who 
are competent and fairly intelligent, and 
we just decided to work on a boat project.” 

Lund and Moberg had been talking  
about collaborating on a project of some 
sort for some time. “We were spitballing 
various ideas,” Lund said. 

Boland thought Moberg was joking at 
first. “I was quite surprised,” he recalled. 
“I got a phone call from Pierce, and he was 
saying, ‘Hey, Will, do you want to help me 
build a boat?’ Initially, I was confused, be-
cause I didn’t think he was serious. But a 
few weeks later, we were meeting in my 

garage, discussing what we were going to 
do for our craft.” 

The Saint Thomas Academy juniors re-
cently gathered at Moberg’s home to talk 
about their project, which began in April 
2020 when they were freshmen, shortly 
after the onset of the pandemic. Wearing 
white hoodies emblazoned with the name 
of their vessel, “Legacy,” the boys told of 
countless runs to the hardware store, fig-
urative trips back to the drawing board, 
schematics scribbled on the pages of old 
math notebooks, and the tribulations of 
learning by trial and error. 

During the summer of 2020, they fo-
cused primarily on hull construction, the 
fiberglass exterior and waterproofing the 
interior. That August the boys tested their 
vessel in a body of water. It proved to be 
seaworthy, but it was far from finished. 
Turning their attention to the interior of 
the boat, they continued to make improve-
ments and refinements. 

This past summer, they applied a layer 
of fairing compound to the boat and two 
layers each of primer and paint inside and 

By Jane McClure

Rising crime and reductions in the 
ranks of the police have put Saint 
Paul Police Chief Todd Axtell and 

Mayor Melvin Carter at odds over the size 
of the Police Department’s budget for 
2022. Axtell asked for an additional $3.1 
million for personnel in a September 1 pre-
sentation to the City Council. His request 
met a mixed response from council mem-
bers. Some vehemently opposed any more 
police spending, and others said their con-
stituents want more police on the street. 

Carter has included $1.77 million in his 
proposed 2022 city budget to hire more 
police officers. The Police Department is 
authorized to have as many as 620 officers, 
but due to attrition it now has 563 officers 
and could have as few as 535 by the end 
of this year. Axtell cited a study from 2019 
that indicated a national average of 2.4 
police officers for every 1,000 residents in 
a city. Saint Paul’s population is just over 
310,000. At 2.4 officers per 1,000 residents, 
that would give the city 744 officers.

The police chief contends that what the 
mayor has budgeted will not be enough to 
fill the vacancies in his department. “Right 

By Anne Murphy

International Institute of Minnesota executive 
director Jane Graupman feels as though she is 
carrying on a legacy that is unquestionably and 

in some ways uniquely part of state history. Now, 
as the organization begins resettling refugees of 
the war in Afghanistan, that sense of responsibil-
ity is only heightened, she said. 

“We expected around 300 arrivals (in Minneso-
ta) initially,” Graupman said, “but we now expect 
to resettle considerably more as the total number 
of Afghans coming to the U.S. has increased. We 
aren’t sure what the final number will be at this 
point.” What is certain is that all of them will ar-
rive within the next six months.

A resident of the Summit-University neighbor-
hood, Graupman has been with the International 
Institute for 31 years. As of last week, she said, the 
institute had resettled two Afghan families, one in 
Saint Paul and the other in a suburb. One is a fam-
ily of nine and the other a family of five. The insti-
tute had only 24 hours’ notice of their arrival, and 
for their resettlement Graupman gives credit to 
her staff for their preparedness and commitment.

Located at 2300 Myrtle Ave. while its longtime 
headquarters at 1694 Como Ave. is being reno-
vated, the International Institute is part of the 

Beautiful day in the neighborhood. Neemna Gebreab, 7, 
and other area children decorated the walk with the help of guest artist Carrie Jarvis dur-
ing Mac-Grove Fest, presented on September 11 by the Macalester-Groveland Community 
Council at Edgcumbe Recreation Center. Photo by Brad Stauffer

Rub a dub dub: Three boys in a tub of their own making
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By Jane McClure

Patrons of the Saint Paul Public Li-
brary system will see hours and staff-
ing largely restored to pre-pandemic 

levels beginning in November. However, 
Mayor Melvin Carter’s proposed public li-
brary budget for 2022 is raising some red 
flags for City Council members.

The mayor’s library budget uses 
$1,035,956 from the American Rescue Plan 
(ARP) to expand hours and restore 12.5 
positions. The federal funds are one-time 
revenue, and other revenue will have to 
be found when those funds run out. City 
Council member Jane Prince, who chairs 
the city’s Library Board, has asked city 
staff for information on how the library 
will make up the deficit in the future. In 
any case, the new employees will be hired 
under the terms of ARP, according to Saint 
Paul Public Library director Catherine Pen-
kert, and it will be made clear to them that 
it is possible their jobs will not be extended.

Saint Paul’s public library system took 

some of the biggest hits during the pan-
demic. Library staff members were cut 
from 177 to 162 full-time-equivalent posi-
tions. Only the Mayor’s Office, the Office 
of Financial Services and the Department 
of Human Rights and Equal Economic Op-
portunity saw their budgets cut by a larger 
percentage. 

Mayor Carter, in his library budget ad-
dress, said that because of the challenges 
created by the pandemic, “my 2021 budget 
scaled back city services in ways we never 
would’ve imagined. While we have work 
to do to fully emerge from this pandemic, 
my 2022 library budget restores library 
hours and staffing to ensure that all resi-
dents have the access to the libraries they 
want and need.”

Carter’s proposed general fund li-
brary budget for 2022 is $18,774,155—up 
$350,688 or 1.9 percent from 2021. That in-
cludes $18,710,084 from property taxes, up 
2.2 percent from 2021.

The public library is also funded with 
Local Government Aid from the state, 
the city sales tax, parking revenue, and 
outside grants and donations. As some 
grants expire, those funds are expected to 
dip slightly—from $2,113,034 in 2021 to 

$1,747,698 in 2022. That makes for a total 
library budget of $20,457,781 in 2022, up 
less than $50,000 from the 2021 budget of 
$20,415,211. However, the 2022 budget to-
tal does not include the $1,035,956 in ARP 
funds.

Library staff will also be added through 
AmeriCorps (seven positions) and federal 
Community Development Block Grants 
(4.4 positions). The CDBG positions will 
staff the library career labs that help pa-
trons seeking new jobs.

The city’s public libraries operated this 
year at their lowest staffing levels since 
2004, according to Penkert. Total library 
hours hovered at about 730 per week back 
in 2008, then fell due to the recession and 
cuts in Local Government Aid from the 
state. Library hours were at 660 per week 
in 2013 and rebounded from there. Then 
the pandemic struck. 

Library hours are at 645 per week now, 
but in November they will increase to 712 
per week. The hours will not change at the 
West Seventh, Highland Park and Sun Ray 
libraries. However, all other library branch-
es will see more hours. Sunday hours will 
be restored at the Latimer Central Library. 
Saturday hours at the Merriam Park, Ham-

line-Midway, Riverview, Rice Street, Saint 
Anthony Park, Dayton’s Bluff and Hayden 
Heights libraries will be expanded to 10 
a.m.-5:30 p.m. 

The Saint Paul Public Library faces other  
budget challenges, according to Penkert. 
One is the demand for e-materials, which 
increased about 40 percent between Janu-
ary and July when compared to the same 
period in 2019. E-materials have a higher 
cost, Penkert said. For example, William 
Kent Krueger’s new novel Lightning Strike 
costs $14.72 in hardcover. The license for 
the e-book is $59.99, and $109 for the e-
audiobook.

Another issue is the need to replace ag-
ing materials. Penkert noted that much of 
the library’s collection of juvenile nonfic-
tion is older than the young people who 
check out the materials.

Another need is additional “hot spot” 
Wi-Fi devices for checkout. According to 
Penkert, 91 percent of library patrons lack 
Internet service at home, so additional de-
vices will be added. The West Seventh and 
Central branches are among those with the 
heaviest hot spot usage. Patrons check out 
the hot spots to do school work, banking 
and stay in touch with people.

now, the women and men who hold this 
department together are being pushed to 
the brink,” Axtell said. “To put it bluntly, 
we’re getting by on our officers’ sheer re-
solve, their relentless commitment to vic-
tims and a bit of luck. And I worry that our 
good fortune will eventually run out.”

Police officers now have to rush from one 
call to another and cannot give citizens the 
attention they deserve, 
Axtell said. Some of their 
efforts at community en-
gagement have had to be 
dropped, he said, and the 
purchases of new vests, 
helmets, police radios, 
and SWAT team and bike 
patrol equipment have 
had to be delayed. 

The Police Department 
sustained $3.7 million 
in budget cuts in 2020, 
when every city depart-
ment was making cuts to avoid layoffs. 
The police training academy was cancelled 
in 2020 as a cost-saving measure, and the 
department has not hired any new officers 
since 2019. Meanwhile, many officers are 
retiring or changing careers, some due to 
medical reasons, including post-traumatic 
stress disorder.

Police across the county have been under 
the microscope since the murder of George 
Floyd in May 2020 while in the custody of 
the Minneapolis police. The city of Saint 
Paul has already conducted an extensive 
study of alternatives to traditional polic-

ing. A new Office of Neighborhood Safety 
and other public safety measures are being 
implemented.

Ward 4 City Council member Mitra Ja-
lali tore into Axtell during his September 
1 presentation. According to her, the Po-
lice Department should not be asking for 
more money when other city departments 
“are begging for scraps.” Jalali said she was 
“astounded” by Axtell’s request for more 
money and his lack of attention to the is-

sues of police brutality 
and racism. According to 
her, there is more than ad-
equate funding for police 
in the 2022 city budget, 
and to suggest otherwise 
is irresponsible.

Other council members 
defended Axtell’s posi-
tion, saying that while 
their constituents would 
like to see alternative re-
sponses to some police 
calls, they are also de-

manding more officers on the street. “I 
haven’t heard anyone say we should cut 
police,” said Ward 7 council member Jane 
Prince.

Prince bemoaned the loss of the Police 
Department’s traffic unit and its FORCE 
unit, which targeted the root causes of 
crime by helping enforce the city’s proper-
ty code. FORCE, the police’s mounted pa-
trol and other resources have been elimi-
nated over the years to put more officers on 
the streets. “We haven’t made the kinds of 
investments in our Police Department that 
it requires,” Prince said.

Carter’s staff appeared before the City 
Council on September 8 to defend the 
mayor’s proposed police budget. Accord-
ing to them, the money is enough to em-
ploy as many as 619 officers in 2022. 

Carter has proposed a general fund bud-
get of $104,027,529 for the Police Depart-
ment in 2022. That is down about $754,000 
from 2021. When outside grants, special 
funds and fees are included, the mayor’s 
police budget for 2022 is $120,807,668, 
which is $1.2 million less than the total po-
lice budget for  2021. However, the mayor 
is also moving the expenses of emergency 
communications and community ambas-
sadors to other city departments. 

The Police Department plans to have 65 

new cadets enrolled in the training acad-
emy by the middle of 2022. According to 
Axtell, the mayor’s budget is not enough 
to cover the costs of training and hiring the 
new cadets. “It doesn’t allow us to increase 
any operational capacity in any form,” he 
said.

Axtell discussed other funding sources 
with the City Council. For example, Saint 
Paul gets a share of parking ticket revenue 
from Ramsey County. While that typically 
goes into the general fund, Axtell suggest-
ed diverting $2.34 million to police hiring. 
However, state law prohibits law enforce-
ment agencies from using parking and 
traffic tickets to generate revenue.

Axtell is seeking a federal COPS grant—
an allocation of $1.25 million per year for 
three years to partially cover police sala-
ries. However, that would require an addi-
tional $3.1 million in city spending, and af-
ter three years the city would have to cover 
the entire amount or cut positions. 

The use of federal American Rescue Plan 
funds was also suggested, but those funds 
are only available until 2024.

Mayor draws on one-time money to restore 12.5 positions in library
Plan would return library 
hours to pre-COVID levels

Correction
Contrary to a story published in the 

September 1 issue of MyVillager, the West 
Seventh/Fort Road Federation does not 
support the city of Saint Paul’s new zoning 
regulations for homeless day shelters as 
currently proposed. The federation is rec-
ommending that a conditional use permit 
be required for every homeless day shelter 
in the city along with an annual review of 
those permits.

Saint Paul Police Chief Todd Axtell

1b ST. PAUL Police budget

The Police Department 
plans to have 65 new 
cadets enrolled in the 
training academy by 
the middle of 2022. 
According to Axtell, 
the mayor’s budget is 

not enough to cover the 
costs of training and 

hiring the new cadets.
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coming soon - near the river!
Charming 2BR, 2-story stucco features 
newer roof, furnace, & many windows. 
Recently refinished hardwood floors on 
main level w/huge, open, 
sunny south facing kitchen. 
Two baths, FP+++.

GAry FAbel 
651-334-3659 • $300,000

one-level living - prized neighborhood of evergreen!
Immaculate, light-filled, 2BR, 2BA home w/generous 
sq ftg, vaulted ceilings, skylights, a sunroom, & enor-
mous amount of storage in two-car garage. An eat-in 
kitchen w/granite countertops, center 
island, new frig, range & microwave in 
2019. So many updates!  A home for 
those accustomed to first-class living.

deb souCHerAy 
651-263-0552

1439 bayard avenue
This home had an accepted offer in just 
ONE DAY on the market.  Let me put 
my experience & marketing expertise to 
work for you.  Call or text!
TJ 651-755-6669

TJ PierreT 
651-755-6669 • $350,000

SOLD

marvelous mississippi!
Marvelous Mid-Century on Mississippi!  Beautifully 
preserved 4BR, 2BA across the street from Hidden 
Falls and walking distance to Highland Village. This 
versatile floor plan is great for any 
lifestyle. With access to hundreds 
of miles of trails you can walk, run 
or bike almost anywhere in the city.    
        Tom disTAd
  612-432-4771 • $619,900

844 saint paul avenue, saint paul
One story home in heart of Saint Paul Village! This 
3BR, 2BA home shows off large main floor layout 
w/rare family room off the back! Don’t miss the 
beautifully updated LL w/ 3/4 BA, 
large rec room & study! Walking 
distance to shops, restaurants, and 
even theater the Village has to offer!

mike disTAd 
612-275-1343 • $339,900
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nonprofit U.S. Committee for Refugees 
and Immigrants. USCRI works with the 
State Department to help determine the 
number of refugees coming to the U.S. in 
a given year. The resettlement program is 
designed as a reunification program with 
refugees being placed where they have 
family, according to Graupman.

The Afghan refugees are arriving with 
a special immigrant visa given to those 
who have helped the United States abroad, 
Graupman said. The refugees are first tak-
en to a secure country where they are pro-
cessed at U.S. military bases. The military 
does security and background checks and 
administers vaccinations 
before enlisting the aid 
of such organizations as 
USCRI. 

The International In-
stitute of Minnesota will 
be working closely with 
the national office as the 
State Department deter-
mines where the 100,000 
refugees will be going, 
Graupman said. Some 
states have a much larger 
Afghan population than 
Minnesota, “but the Af-
ghan community here is 
being very proactive,” she said. “They’re 
asking what they can do to help. One com-
munity leader who has only been here six 
years very much wants to help. He has five 
brothers and doesn’t know where they are. 
He’s here and safe but he can’t sleep, not 
knowing where his family is.” 

When refugees arrive in Minnesota, they 
are provided furnished rental housing that 
the institute secures. “Everyone has to 
have a new mattress and cribs for young 
children,” Graupman said. “We make sure 
there’s clothing and food. We provide eth-
nically appropriate meals. We’re fortunate 
to have an Afghani restaurant in Saint 
Paul.” Khyber Pass at 1571 Grand Ave. has 
donated meals, and the institute has paid 
for others, Graupman said. 

Refugees receive other support services, 
including health screenings and enroll-
ment in local schools. “Most of the schools 
have English as a Second Language servic-
es or interpreters,” Graupman said. “Par-
ents may also be enrolled in ESL classes, 
but they don’t have a long time to study or 
go to college. People have to go to work. We 
help them get a first job and work toward 
getting a job they want more long-term.” 

“It’s a big undertaking to come to a 
new country that’s completely different,” 
Graupman said. “English is not an easy 
language to learn, and the older you are the 
harder it is.” 

It is also difficult for refugees to leave 
behind the career they had in their former 
country, according to Graupman. “One of 
the two Afghan gentlemen we resettled is 
a doctor,” she said. “He was working with 
the U.S. government to improve public 
health in Afghanistan.” 

Families suffer from other resettlement 
issues. “Just think about what gives your 
life meaning,” Graupman said. “It’s your 
home, what feels safe to you, what feels 
familiar. It’s the routine you have. There’s 
a lot of grieving by refugees, but theirs is a 
testimony to human resiliency.” 

Witnessing their perseverance as well 
as their generosity is part of what makes 
Graupman’s job so rewarding, she said. 

“That’s one of the things 
about working with new 
Americans,” she said. 
“With everything they’ve 
been through, they still 
have this generosity that’s 
just remarkable. There’s 
this graciousness; you just 
wonder where it comes 
from.”

The International Insti-
tute of Minnesota has re-
settled more than 25,000 
refugees since its found-
ing in 1919, according to 
Graupman. Many arrive 

after long stays in refugee camps, and they 
have experienced extensive trauma. She 
expects the needs of the Afghan refugees 
to be similar to the needs of the South-
east Asian and Somali refugees of previous 
wars. The difference is the Afghans are ar-
riving over the course of just six months.

The International Institute was found-
ed as a branch of the Saint Paul YWCA to 
meet the needs of immigrant women and 
their families, according to Graupman. It 
became an independent agency in 1938. 
During World War II, in partnership with 
the War Relocation Authority, it helped 
get Japanese-Americans out of internment 
camps to work as translators and code 
breakers at Fort Snelling. Institute case-
workers helped the Japanese-Americans 
find other jobs and new homes.

“I went back and read a lot of the insti-
tute’s history,” Graupman said. “There 
were a lot of women from a lot of differ-
ent backgrounds who were ahead of their 
time. They included in the institute’s by-
laws that half of our members should be 
new Americans,” and that remains the in-
stitute’s goal today. 

“Today everybody is talking about di-
versity,” Graupman said, “but they were 
thinking about that 100 years ago. When 
I read the notes of the founders, I feel so 
fortunate to walk in their shoes, to carry on 
the work that they did.”

International Institute executive director Jane Graupman and refugee services specialist Hamdi Maalin 
organize donations they will distribute to Afghan refugees who settle in Minnesota.  Photo by Brad Stauffer

1b resettLing afghan refugees

“That’s one of the 
things about working 
with new Americans. 

With everything 
they’ve been through, 

they still have this 
generosity that’s just 
remarkable. There’s 

this graciousness; you 
just wonder where 

it comes from.”
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out. They roughed in wiring, installed bench seats 
and sanded the surfaces. “We could probably drag 
this project on for half a decade, maybe even a full 
decade if we wanted to,” Moberg said. 

The craft is a product of the boys’ own design 
work, but they got some advice along the way. Ex-
perts at the marine hardware stores they frequent-
ed, the boys’ parents and Google were resources 
when questions arose. 

Made primarily of wood and fiberglass and coat 
after coat of sealing agents, the boat is about six feet 
wide and 16 feet long. Four people can ride comfort-
ably on its benches, though the boat can seat up to 
six, Moberg said.

The Internet yielded a trailer for the boat. After 
hours of searching on sites like Craigslist, Pierce and 
his father discovered a vintage 1970 Spartan trailer, 
which proved to be a good fit.

“We repainted the trailer, did a little bit of main-
tenance, put some rollers on it,” Moberg said. “Then 
we mounted the boat on top of the trailer, which 
didn’t turn out to be that much of a challenge.” Big-
ger challenges were dealing with the uncertainty of 
COVID and making the boat design “not only sym-
metrical, but streamlined,” Moberg added. 

Through the weeks and months of last summer, 
the project progressed. But building a boat on dry 
land is one thing; putting it in the water is another. 
When the moment of truth arrived last August, the 

boys were not disappointed. In fact, Moberg said, 
they were pleasantly surprised at how well the boat 
performed. 

“When we first took the boat out, only about the 
bottom two inches went below the waterline,” Mo-
berg said. “We’d done a little bit of math to figure 
out how well it would sit on the water, but it exceed-
ed all of our expectations—by miles. We were all ex-
tremely excited to see just how well this thing sat on 
the water, even with the weight of four people in it.” 

From a skills standpoint, the boys complement 
each other well. All three have an interest in design 
and engineering, according to Boland. Lund is a tal-
ented painter and woodworker, while Boland brings 
his knowledge of marine technology and fishing 
to the team. Moberg knows his way around power 
tools and has a general knack for building things. 

“We have really good chemistry working to-
gether,” Moberg said. “I could definitely not build a 
boat, especially one like this, with anyone else that 
I know. And by no means could I do any project like 
this by myself.”

By Jane McClure

The state’s 2022 bonding bill is now taking shape, months be-
fore the next legislative session is scheduled to begin. Minne-
sota Department of Management and Budget (MMB) employ-

ees are reviewing more than 1,000 pages of requests from local units 
of government alone, including eight submissions approved by the 
Saint Paul City Council last month.

MMB commissioner Jim Showalter recently told legislative leaders 
that the 2022 preliminary requests came in at almost $5.5 billion. The 
submissions start a process of review before Governor Tim Walz sub-
mits his capital budget to state lawmakers by January 17.

Saint Paul’s requests include four city-sponsored projects that top 
$71.4 million. The largest request for local parks is $20 million for a 
new Mississippi River Learning Center at Watergate Marina. The 
idea, which has been floated since the 1990s, ranks second in the 
city’s four priorities.

The project would result in a 25,000-square-foot river recreation 
and environmental education center that could also provide office 
and program space for the National Park Service (NPS), Saint Paul 
Department of Parks and Recreation, schools and river-focused non-
profit organizations. Rentals of canoes, kayaks, fishing equipment, 
bikes, cross-country skis and snowshoes would also be offered.

Ward 3 City Council member Chris Tolbert said the center “would 
activate one of the best parts of the Mississippi River at Watergate 
and Crosby Farm Park. Right now if you take a class to the river, there 
isn’t an indoor space for them to use.”

The NPS, as the lead tenant, would pay around $250,000 in yearly 
rent, which would support long-term maintenance and operations of 
the center. The city would own the facility.

The project has support from the nonprofit Great River Pas-
sage Conservancy. Design work could start as soon as this fall, with 
$600,000 in privately raised funds. In 2020 the city sought $3 mil-
lion for the project’s design, but it did not make the final bill passed 
by state lawmakers. Typically, state bonding bills are passed during 
even-numbered years.

The city’s top-ranked 2022 bonding request is $23.4 million for 
the replacement of the eastbound Kellogg RiverCentre Bridge at Ex-
change Street. Earlier this summer, the project went through a review 
process with the city’s Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC) be-
cause of its location near historic structures. 

The Kellogg/Exchange Street work is expected to start in 2022, 
pending funding, and be finished in 2024. It has a total cost of $35.6 
million. The bridge was constructed in 1936 over the edge of the river 
bluff and needs replacing. 

Ranked third is a city request for $12 million for the Como Zoo’s 
orangutan exhibit. Fourth is $16 million to build, furnish and equip a 
25,000-square-foot community center next to the Rice Street Library.

The city also supported four nonprofit bonding requests, including 
one for Ramsey County’s top priority—$26 million for a RiversEdge 
public space along Kellogg Boulevard. The county’s other two bond-
ing requests are $5 million for Rice Street improvements and $3.5 mil-
lion to extend the Bruce Vento Trail.

Saint Paul is also supporting a $10 million request for a new YMCA 
Community Center in the Osborn 370 Building in downtown, and 
$3.15 million to relocate the Playwrights’ Center from Minneapolis to 
the University-Raymond area. 

The city’s fourth partner request, which does not have a dollar 
amount listed, is for ReConnect Rondo’s proposed land bridge over 
I-94 between Chatsworth and Grotto streets. The state provided $6.2 
million during a special legislative session in June to launch a master 
planning process for the estimated $459 million project.

Dakota County’s state bonding requests include $5 million to finish 
the Minnesota River Greenway pedestrian and bicycle trail that ex-
tends from Saint Paul to Burnsville. The funds would be used to com-
plete a 3-mile trail gap and provide separation between trail users and 
a railroad line. The project has a cost of around $13.2 million.

Mendota Heights is seeking just over $1 million in state funds to 
create better access and provide cultural and natural resource im-
provements to Oheyawahe (Historic Pilot Knob) overlooking the 
Minnesota and Mississippi rivers.

Saint Paul submits state 
bonding requests for ’22

Longtime 
friends and 
classmates 
Thomas Lund 
(left), Will 
Boland and 
Pierce 
Moberg 
prepared to 
launch their 
handmade 
craft, Legacy, 
at Lake 
Nokomis in 
late August.
  
Photos by 
Brad Stauffer

Legacy 
was riding 
high in late 
August as its 
creators— 
Saint Thomas 
Academy 
juniors Pierce 
Moberg (left), 
Thomas Lund 
and Will 
Boland—
pushed off 
into the 
waters 
of Lake 
Nokomis. 

1b THREE BOYS BUILD A BOAT Building a boat on dry land 
is one thing; putting it in the 
water is another. When the 

moment of truth arrived, the 
boys were not disappointed. 
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By Jane McClure

The Saint Paul City Council approved 
more than 100 requests for Sales Tax 
Revitalization (STAR) grants and 

loans on August 25, including $1.7 million 
for neighborhood projects and $1.4 million 
for cultural programs. The money comes 
from the city’s extra half-percent sales tax. 

A Grand Avenue food market, three 
West End hospitality businesses and a 
new Keystone Community Services food 
shelf on University Avenue are among the 
two dozen neighborhood projects recom-
mended for funding. A total of 74 requests 
were submitted last spring before six were 
withdrawn.

Following are the local Neighborhood 
STAR requests approved by the council and 
how they ranked:

• 2nd. The Victoria Theater Arts Cen-
ter, 825 University Ave., was the highest-
ranked local project. It received a $100,000 
grant and has committed a $3.8 million 
match to turn the former nightclub and 
movie theater into an arts center.

• 8th. The Sterling Club, 300 Saint Al-
bans St., was awarded a $35,000 grant and 
$32,800 loan, with a $35,000 match, to 
renovate its building. The African-Ameri-
can service club began in 1926 when Blacks 
were prohibited from joining other social 
organizations.

• 11th. The Sanneh Foundation was 
awarded a $100,000 grant, with a 
$100,000 match, to make improvements 
to its building at 1276 University Ave.

• 12th. Seasoned Specialty Foods, 1136 
Grand Ave., was given a $38,000 grant, 
with a $38,000 match, for improvements 

to its building.
• 14th. WHB Inc. received a $26,000 loan 

and is offering a $10,000 match for me-
chanical system upgrades at a vacant com-
mercial building at 678 W. Seventh St.

• 15th. Cafe Astoria was given a $25,000 
grant and has a $25,000 match for im-
provements to the Paulina Building at 325 
W. Seventh St.

• 16th. The White Squirrel, 974 W. Sev-
enth St., was awarded a $20,000 grant and 
$20,000 loan, and has offered a $20,000 
match, for improvements to the exterior of 
its building.

• 17th. Waldmann Brewery & Wurstery, 
445 Smith Ave., was awarded a $12,342 
grant and a $28,798 loan, and has pro-
posed a $22,019 match, for new landscap-
ing, fences, bike racks and a retaining wall.

• 20th. Little Szechuan, 422 University 

Ave., was awarded a $16,333 grant and a 
$16,333 loan, and has a $32,666 match, to 
make building improvements.

• 22nd. Best Steak House received a 
$7,500 loan and $7,500 grant, and has pro-
posed a $6,209 match, for roof repairs and 
interior improvements.

• 23rd. Keystone Community Services 
was awarded a $56,334 grant, and is pro-
posing a $100,000 match, to renovate 
two commercial buildings at  1790-1800 
University Ave. as a food shelf and service 
center.

Cultural STAR projects
The City Council approved $1.24 million 

in funding for 89 cultural organizations, 
but turned down requests from another 
29. It granted another $175,000 to provide 
cultural materials for the Saint Paul Public 
Library.

By Jane McClure

Highland Bridge master developer 
Ryan Companies and the Saint Paul 
Department of Parks and Recre-

ation are seeking variances to the Highland 
Village special sign district for three of the 
four new city parks on the site of the for-
mer Ford Motor Company assembly plant. 
The sign district limits each park to one 
sign. However, Gateway Park, Assembly 
Union Park and Unci Makha Park will have 
multiple entry points and they will need 
multiple signs, according to Ellen Stewart, 
a senior landscape architect for the city.

Gateway Park near the intersection of 
Ford Parkway and Mississippi River Boule-
vard is 2.2 acres in size, and under the city’s 

plan it would have five signs, including  a 
monument sign, one for a skate park and 
others for park rules. 

Assembly Union Park at 875 Mount 
Curve Blvd. is 1.5 acres, and it would have 
three signs, including a monument sign 
and park rules signs. 

Unci Makha Park at 2230 Montreal Ave. 
is 4.8 acres, and it would have five signs, 
including monument and park rules signs 
and signs noting specific uses including 
a dog park. (Unci Makha means Mother 
Earth in the Dakota language. )

A sign plan has not been brought forward 
for Mica Park, a small park off of Montreal 
in the southeastern portion of Highland 
Bridge. (Mica is Dakota for coyote.)

The Highland Village special sign district 

was approved by the city in 1986 to prevent 
sign clutter and provide consistency in 
sign design. The sign district was amended 
in 2013 at the request of the Highland Dis-
trict Council and Highland Business As-
sociation. One of the amendments was to 
include the entire Ford site in the district.

“That 2013 ordinance was created with-
out the foresight that Highland Bridge 
would require park signs,” Stewart said 
in the variance request to the Saint Paul 
Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA). According 
to her, the signs will have muted colors and 
will not be lit.

The BZA will review the variance re-
quests in a virtual meeting at 3 p.m. 
Monday, September 20. To access the 
link, visit stpaul.gov/departments/safety- 

inspections/department-safety-and- 
inspections-zoning/bza-agendas-results.

Height variance granted for apartments
The BZA granted a height variance on 

August 23 for a proposed six-story build-
ing at 861 S. Cretin Ave. Ryan Companies, 
master developer for the 122-acre Highland 
Bridge development, is working with Wei-
dner Apartment Homes on the mixed-use 
structure. 

The 75-foot-high building will have 180 
one- to three-bedroom apartments, 2,100 
square feet of commercial space, 160 park-
ing spaces and 186 bike parking spaces. 
One corner of the structure is in the Mis-
sissippi River Corridor Critical Area, where 
building heights are limited to 65 feet.

Council grants funding wish for several local Neighborhood STAR projects 

Variances granted for three parks, one six-story building on Ford site

Inc. MLS

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave. • 651 224-4321

Highland Park Office
723 S. Cleveland • 651 698-2434edinarealty.com

Marcy WenglerMarcy Wengler Marcy WenglerMarcy Wengler Marcy Wengler

Louis LockWood Beauty!
5 bedroom, 4 bath, 4,000 square 
foot home designed by Louis Lock-
wood. Newer open kitchen, master 
suite, and A/C. Amazing original 
details, including natural woodwork, 
built-ins, and a huge front porch!
651 238-7434    $1,095,000 

Brick Beauty With a PooL!
Amazing 1911 home loaded with 
spectacular original details and up-
dates. Five BR's, three bathrooms, 
and a 2-car garage. Stunning brick 
exterior, unique and intricate wood-
work and built-ins, plus a pool!
651 238-7434    $1,095,000 

Mac-GroveLand charMer!
4BR, 2BA home w/loads of updates. 
Charming curb appeal, Craftsman 
built-ins and woodwork, and updated 
kitchen with informal dining room ad-
dition. Lower-level family room and 
lovely backyard with deck!
651 238-7434        $485,000 

hiLLtoP stunner By river!
Fully-updated 4BR, 4BA home ideal 
for modern living! Hardwood floors, 
main-floor FR, spacious BRs, and 
charming original details. Fabulous 
backyard with lush landscaping and 
deck, all just blocks from the river! 
651 238-7434        

hiGhLand Park caPe cod
Adorable 4BR, 2BA home steps from 
Highland Village! Beautiful living room 
w/hardwood floors and fireplace, 
spacious master suite w/full bath, and 
fully-fenced backyard w/sports court/
patio & plenty of green space! 
651 238-7434               

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave • 651- 224-4321

Highland Park Office
723 S Cleveland • 651- 698-2434

edinarealty.com
Julie christensen

hiGhLand raMBLer!
3BRs, 4BAs, attached 2 car garage. 
Over 2800 sq ft on one level provides 
truly main level living! Open great room 
style eat-in kitchen & family room, plus 
entertainment sized living and dining 
rooms. Great updates inside and out.
651 343-0466 $729,900

heart of crocus!
Gorgeous 5BR, 4BA is full of 
possibilities. Amazing leaded glass 
wndws gives it that special sparkle. 3rd 
floor owners suite includes private office. 
Freshly painted & new carpeting. This 
home is ready for you to make it yours. 
651 485-3466         $720,000Rachel Nelson

1540 sarGent ave 
This 4BR/2BA home is much larger 
than it appears! Huge kitchen ad-
dition w/full basement – cozy sun-
room, front porch, nice bedrm sizes 
– 2 car garage and great Mac/Grove 
location! Beautiful yard and gardens. 
651503.0922    $439,900                 

530 saratoGa
Nice Highland park 3+ BR/3BA 2 
story home. Great spaces; living RM 
w/fireplace, main floor family RM, 3 
upper level bedrooms + office & 
basement flex space. Nice oversized 
garage & front and back decks.
651503.0922    $425,000                 

415 suMMit #3
Commanding views of parks, green 
space & downtown! 2BR/2BA 
condo features hardwd flrs, marble 
fireplace, central a/c, in unit laun-
dry, garage & add’l parking. Sought 
after Summit Ave location!
651503.0922    $300,000                 Brian GlendenningBrian GlendenningBrian GlendenningMary hardy

2+ acres on cuL de sac!
9 Montcalm Ct.:  Lovely, 3-story, 
5 BR, Tudor with secret wooded 
acreage behind home. Spec-
tacular nature and distant bluff 
views from most rooms. Prime 
Highland location.
612 751-0729  $999,900 Mary hardy

cathedraL hiLL GeM!
467 Portland Ave.: Beautiful qual-
ity Victorian on exceptional block. 
Intriguing spaces on 3 levels, in-
cluding a 3rd floor, 2+ BR apart-
ment. Gorgeous new kitchen and 
master bath, splendid woodwork.
612 751-0729     $1,090,000 

NEW PRICE!

NEW PRICE!

NEW LIST!

NEW LIST!

NEW LIST!
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Garlock-French 
is always a 
good idea
Your house is one of your most valued 
investments. 

Protect it with a Garlock-French roof and 
you’ll get years of low maintenance that 
looks great.

At Garlock-French, you’ll get skilled roofing 
solutions, superior customer service and 
we guarantee our workmanship.

We’ve been up on roofs longer, 
and it shows.

Call us at 612-722-7129
2301 East 25th St., Minneapolis
Garlock-French.com

Roofing, Chimneys, Sheet Metal 
and more

Providing peace of mind since 1932

MN License #BC001423
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By Jane McClure

Parades, festivals and other large-
scale neighborhood events in Saint 
Paul were canceled, trimmed back 

or moved to virtual status during the con-
tinuing COVID-19 pandemic. Some small-
er events have made a return recently, but 
with safety protocols in place. Other or-
ganizers are waiting until 2022 to resume 
their events.

Three of the area’s largest summer fes-
tivals—Highland Fest, Grand Old Day 
and Rondo Days—have not been held for 
two years. The Highland Business Asso-
ciation is holding conversations over the 
next month to determine Highland Fest’s 
future, according to HBA interim direc-
tor James Farnsworth. Rondo Avenue Inc., 
sponsor of Rondo Days, and the Grand 
Avenue Business Association, sponsor of 
Grand Old Day, have not announced their 
plans for 2022.

Smaller events have continued, either 
virtually or in-person on a modified basis. 
Event organizers have been encouraging 
masks, putting out hand sanitizer, and try-
ing to space out activities and seating. 

Several events will take place during the 
third weekend of September, including 
the Nativity County Fair, the Saint Sahag 

Church Armenian Festival and the Union 
Park District Council’s Ice Cream, Peanut 
Butter & Jam.

Abdulrahman Wako, the UPDC’s execu-
tive director, said plans are to have the Ice 
Cream, Peanut Butter & Jam held in person 
from noon-4 p.m. Saturday, September 
18, at the Merriam Park Recreation Cen-
ter. The event will feature food trucks, art-
ists, music and free ice cream. Visitors are  

being encouraged to bring peanut butter, 
jam and other nonperishable foods for the 
Keystone Community Services food shelf. 
The rain date is September 19. 

Planning took place over the summer to 
switch to virtual music performances if an 
in-person event could not be held, Wako 
said. Volunteers and vendors will have to 
wear facemasks. There will not be a mask 
requirement for visitors, though they are 

encouraged.
“If you’re unvaccinated, we’d like you to 

wear a mask,” Wako said, “but we cannot 
enforce (masks) among attendees.”

Another pandemic casualty has been the 
usual array of home and garden tours. Mar-
go Ashmore, who organizes the Minneapo-
lis & Saint Paul Home Tour every spring, 
has her fingers crossed for the tour’s return 
next spring after having been canceled for 
the past two years. 

The Summit Hill and Ramsey Hill asso-
ciations typically hold house tours on al-
ternate years. The SHA canceled its 2020 
home tour and is still discussing plans 
for 2022. Last year, the two organizations 
teamed up for a virtual holiday home tour. 
A joint home tour was discussed for this 
fall, but was canceled.

Instead, the SHA will hold a fall festival 
as part of its annual meeting from 5-8 p.m. 
Thursday, October 14, outside in Linwood 
Park. The event will include food trucks, 
live music, children’s activities, pumpkin 
decorating, hot cider and cocoa. People are 
being encouraged to bring lawn chairs and 
vote for the new SHA board.

Outgoing SHA board president Peter 
Rhoades said that if the weather and pan-
demic fail to cooperate, the annual meet-
ing and election will be held virtually.

By Jane McClure

The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic 
and delta variant have prompted the 
Saint Paul City Council, Planning 

Commission and most other city boards, 
commissions and committees to con-
tinue to meet virtually through the end of  
November.

The City Council had hoped to be back 
to in-person meetings after Labor Day, and 
the Planning Commission and its com-
mittees on September 1. However, rising 
COVID case numbers prompted a reas-
sessment. Mayor Melvin Carter extended 
the city’s pandemic emergency on August 
31, and the council ratified that action on  
September 1.

City Council members are planning to 
continue offering the public the option 
to testify virtually, and are investing in 
technology to improve that process. Most 
meeting testimony since March 2020 has 

been in writing, and only a few hearings 
have had virtual spoken testimony.

Saint Paul has been under several local 
emergency declarations since March 15, 
2020. The state let its emergency orders 
expire this summer. With the emergency 
declaration, the City Council, boards, com-
missions and committees can continue to 
meet virtually and be exempted from the 
Minnesota Open Meetings Law.

According to planning commissioner 
Wendy Underwood, virtual meetings have 
provided the opportunity for more par-
ticipation by the public. Commission and 
committee meetings are held during the 
day, which makes it more difficult for peo-
ple to participate if they have work or child 
care conflicts.

Eleven of the 18 Planning Commission 
members have been appointed since the 
pandemic started in March 2020 and have 
never participated in in-person meetings.

The Ramsey County Board and Saint 

Paul School Board have been meeting in-
person since this summer, with the meet-
ings livestreamed and recorded. County 
and city staff members are working in a 
mix of remote and in-office models.

Local district councils are also continu-
ing to meet virtually, although the West 
Seventh/Fort Road Federation has held 
some in-person meetings outdoors. Dis-
trict councils are also having limited, if any, 
office hours.

The Highland District Council (HDC)
had planned to start in-person commit-
tee meetings in August, but delayed that 
due to the ongoing impacts of COVID-19. 
HDC executive director Kathy Carruth said 
the council will reassess that decision this 
month.

The Macalester-Groveland Commu-
nity Council also will announce a decision 
this month on how it plans to meet in the  
future.

The Summit Hill Association plans to 

hold its annual meeting and elections as 
part of an outdoor fall festival on October 
14 at Linwood Park, if weather permits. 
Otherwise, the meeting will be held online.

Saint Paul also continues to require peo-
ple to wear facemasks in its buildings. In 
July, the federal Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention recommended that ev-
eryone, including fully vaccinated people, 
wear a mask in public indoor settings in 
areas of substantial or high transmission of 
the virus. Ramsey County’s transmission 
level has been listed as substantial or high 
since July.

Saint Paul employees and visitors do not 
have to cover their faces while outdoors, 
unless it is specifically requested. The city 
is also encouraging businesses to imple-
ment facemask requirements for everyone 
indoors.

Regular COVID-19 updates can be found 
at ramseycounty.us/coronavirus-disease-
2019-covid-19-information.

Some festivals returning, while others remain in limbo

Saint Paul holds off on restart of in-person council, committee meetings

Sean 
Yungers 
bounced 
above 
Sara 
McLoone 
and son 
Junius 
during the 
2018 Ice 
Cream, 
Peanut 
Butter & 
Jam. That 
festival 
will be 
back on 
Septem-
ber 18. 

Photo by  
Brad Stauffer

More information at  
hohchurch.org

SUNDAY SERIES
Discussing key issues of our day through artistic engagement with life and faith. 

New York Times columnist and commentator on PBS, NPR, and NBC 

David Brooks  |  September 26, 2021  |  2 p.m.

The House of Hope Presbyterian Church
797 Summit Avenue | St. Paul, MN 55105
651-227-6311

Topic: Society and the Soul

We welcome one of America’s most prominent political commentators 
to House of Hope. David Brooks has a gift for bringing audiences face to 
face with the spirit of our times with humor, insight, and quiet passion.

Please note that seating is limited. Reserve your seat at  
bit.ly/DavidBrooksSept26. Please wear a mask.

Event will be livestreamed at hohchurch.org.
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T e Irish Nook

NO COVER
Just bring your ID

O’ W. 7th St, St. Paul
651-228-9925

Shamrock’s is the Official
sponsor of the St. Patrick’s

Day Association

Big Pipe Bands and 
Dancers performing

For more information go to
www.crshamrocks.com

HALF PRICE on our fabulous FOOD & DRINK Menu!

Buses will be
going to

VIKINGS &
GOPHER GAMES

This is your official notice to remind your boss 
you need halfway to St. Patrick’s Day OFF!

Temperature is right for 
Shamrock’s Padd-io

FRIDAY, SEPT 17TH / FUN STARTS AT 4PM
1/2 PRICE ON

GUINNESS, SMITHWICK’S
& HARP

GET A FREE
ENGRAVED MINNESOTA

GUINNESS GLASS
(WHILE SUPPLIES LAST)

20212021

COME JOIN US FOR
HALFWAY TO Ran-Ham Bowling

651698-0252

  M
cCasper & O’Runyon’s

T e Irish Nook
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VIEWPOINT
What should 

elections look like 
in a one-party town?

By David Greenwood-Sanchez, 
Andy Rorvig, Andy Dawkins 

and Dave Durenberger

This November, Saint Paul will vote 
on who will lead Minnesota’s capital 
city for the next four years. Seven 

candidates have thrown their hats into the 
ring to challenge incumbent Mayor Melvin 
Carter, all political outsiders who are not 
expected to present any threat to what 
should be a smooth re-election.

This lack of electoral competition presents 
a real challenge to democracy at the local 
level. Traditionally, elections represent 
the central moment of accountability for 
political leaders. Citizens can choose to 
reward good performance through re-
election or to punish bad performance by 
voting for a challenger. 

In the context of a one-party town, 
however, electoral accountability can quickly 
get murky. This is our situation in Saint Paul, 
where the Republican Party is effectively 
non-existent. Saint Paul has not seen a 
Republican mayoral candidate in decades. 

Without a viable opposition party, 
and without a primary system, we lose 
this accountability. Competition forces 
candidates to engage with the opposition, 
to provide clarity on their positions, and 
to respond to the public’s concerns. In 
a noncompetitive election, however, 
incumbents can gloss over the controversial 
issues, or skip debates altogether, with little 
repercussion.

The main hurdle an incumbent mayor 
faces is securing the party endorsement. 
However, this is also an area where electoral 
competition is absent. Simply put, there is 
little incentive for party challengers to take 
on a popular incumbent, air out the dirty 
laundry in public, and risk damaging one’s 
career prospects in a tightly-knit political 
community.

It should not be surprising that this year 
Mayor Carter received the DFL endorsement 
with no challengers and 89 percent of the 
ballots cast. What should give us all pause 
is that only 535 people participated in the 
endorsement process. As such, a handful 
of party insiders, as opposed to the 61,646 
voters who turned out in Saint Paul’s 
mayoral election in 2017, have chosen the 
mayor and the direction of the city for the 
next four years.

Republican or DFLer (or other), we need to 
take this seriously. When our mayoral race 
is a foregone conclusion, determined strictly 
at the level of party insiders, our democracy 
suffers. Rather than accept this as a given, we 
should begin to ask: What would a healthy 
mayoral election look like in Saint Paul? 
What can we do to promote a reasonable 
level of electoral competition? 

As a group dedicated to transparency, to 
good governance, and to making the capital 
city the best place to live and work, we at 
Saint Paul STRONG want to hear from you. 
What can we do to strengthen the electoral 
process in a one-party town like Saint 
Paul? Is this even a problem that requires 
fixing? How does this affect you? We invite 
readers of MyVillager to share your ideas and 
reflections by emailing stpstrong@gmail.
com or by sending a letter to the editor of 
MyVillager.

The writers are all members of the Steering 
Committee of Saint Paul STRONG.

Let’s get back to basics at City Hall
Enough is enough! We’ve got an election coming, and we 

need to remember that we have a mayor who knows no limits 
on raising taxes and spending money on new programs of no 
known merit when our infrastructure is falling apart, a mayor 
who is incapable of performing his job without multiple 
expensive aides and without a rubber-stamp City Council who 
seem to answer to nobody. 

We’ve had so much not-being-listened-to from council 
members, and Mitra Jalali has acted like the Queen of Sheba 
since she was elected to the council.

We have alleys full of city-owned garbage bins for private 
haulers. We have city foresters not doing an even adequate job 
of maintaining our public landscape. More and more of the city 
is going under macadam with new buildings, a good example 
being the recently approved horror that will occupy Dixie’s 
location: It comes right up to the sidewalk with no setback, no 
trees, no greenery at a time when scientists know that trees will 
help provide cooling as we get into serious global warming.

In Chicago, no new commercial buildings may be 
constructed without solar arrays and rooftop gardens to 
squeeze in more “green” and lessen storm runoff. The leaders 
here in Saint Paul have got to think and act smarter and figure 
out how to do it on a budget, as the rest of us must. Come 
election day, let’s clean house and get back to the basics

Kathleen Deming
Macalester-Groveland

Renewable energy now
Minnesota has always been a yes-we-can kind of place. 

We’re innovators. What’s our secret to success? We believe in 
each other, we care for each other, no matter what we look like, 
where we’re from or what’s in our wallets. 

Today, the next big thing is clean energy. Wind and solar 
power are being made here and now—across Minnesota, 
by Minnesotans. But it won’t happen without action that is 
urgent, intentional and inclusive. Greedy fossil-fuel executives 
want us to stay stuck in the past. They want us to keep 
importing dirty fossil fuels just to line their pockets. 

Minnesotans need 100 percent renewable energy for 
healthy land, water and air. Now is the time for the biggest 
investment in clean energy, climate jobs and infrastructure 
that builds community resilience for the future. We’re the 
first generation to fully feel the effects of climate change, and 
the last generation that can do anything to mitigate it. It is 
in our hands. The decisions made now in Washington, D.C., 

will determine the fate of our kids and grandkids. Call your 
congress members and demand support for clean energy.

Liz Brine
Summit Hill

A climate for new priorities
An extremely hot summer, drought and forest fires have me 

more worried than ever about climate change. We need to start 
rethinking our priorities.

Instead of buying the biggest house we can afford, we should 
buy the smallest house we can be comfortable in. Instead of 
a big, rarely used yard, we should look for nearby communal 
green spaces. We should try to live within walking distance of 
a grocery store and pharmacy so that we don’t have to use a 
two-ton gas-burning vehicle for every little errand. Even if we 
can’t bus or bike to work, we should make it easier for those 
who can. And if we can’t make those changes ourselves, we 
can at least support residential development that will make 
it possible for other people to live in a less polluting, more 
sustainable way.

Cathy Ruther
Macalester-Groveland

Good news for the next generation
There were 54,741 abortions performed in Texas in 2020. 

Roughly 50 percent of those abortions involved an unborn 
child of female gender. As a result of the new Texas abortion 
law, the majority of what would have annually been over 
27,000 aborted female children will now be assured of life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness—in addition to their 
reproductive right to someday conceive children of their own.

T.R. Dvorak
Mendota Heights

California dreaming
For all those Saint Paul folks who idolized San Francisco, 

Portland and Seattle, your wish is coming true. 
Gary Fischbach

Mendota Heights

MyVillager welcomes letters to the editor and guest 
editorials. They must be signed, indicate the neighborhood 
in which the writer lives and include a phone number 
for verification purposes. Send yours to MyVillager, 241 S. 
Cleveland Ave., Suite V, Saint Paul, MN 55105, email it to 
letters@myvillager.com or submit it at myvillager.com.

INBOX

By Jim Ginther

As I walked out the door of a 
local merchant earlier this year, 
I looked at the change in my 

hand. A shiny new 2021 commemorative 
quarter caught my eye. I smiled and 
thought, “Good, they finally did it.”

The U.S. Mint is honoring the 
Black World War II Tuskegee Airmen, 
particularly the pilots of the 332nd 
fighter pursuit group who flew the “Red 
Tail” P-51 Mustangs. They are mostly 
known for protecting the heavy bombers 
of the 15th Air Force over Southern 
Europe and North Africa in over 200 
missions. Very few bomber crews were 
lost to enemy fire. Hundreds, maybe 
thousands of children and grandchildren 
of those bomber crews owe their lives to 
those skilled fighter pilots.

Over 20 years ago, at Holman Field 
in Saint Paul, my son and I met Colonel 
Charles McGee, one of the original 
Tuskegee Airmen. He was raising 
funds to help restore a P-51 Razorback 
Mustang. We got his autograph and 
remarked that it was an honor to meet 
a hero of WWII. Colonel McGee, who 
was later promoted to brigadier general 
(he’s 101 years old today), told us that 

the real hero of the Tuskegee Airmen was 
General Benjamin O. Davis.

In 1936 Davis was the first Black 
man to graduate from the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point since 
Reconstruction. For four years, he was 
“silenced” by his fellow classmates. 
They refused to speak to him outside of 
class. Still, he persisted and graduated. 
Many of those classmates made amends 
to him after the war, according to 
his autobiography. However, others 
never would. In the Army Air Corps in 

the 1940s, Davis had to fight racism, 
bureaucracy and strong resistance to the 
idea of training Black pilots for combat.

I recently had lunch with a Black 
friend of mine, Dan Raggs. We were at 
a restaurant near Holman Field. The 
subject of the Tuskegee Airmen came up. 
Dan knew of them. I asked if he knew 
who Benjamin O. Davis was. He didn’t. 
We had been talking about sports, and 
I mentioned that it seemed most young 
boys know all of the great Black athletes 
and civil rights pioneers. Why don’t 
school history books mention a great 
leader like Davis? Even Howard Zinn 
fails to mention Davis in his 800-page 
treatise, A People’s History of the United 
States, and Zinn was a bombardier in the 
Army Air Corps in WWII. 

My son and I probably would never 
have known about Benjamin Davis 
had it not been for Charles McGee. He 
was spreading history the old way by 
telling his story to younger generations. 
In this spirit, I hope to smile again at a 
shiny new commemorative coin with 
the image of General Davis on it—an 
often overlooked hero from the Greatest 
Generation.

Jim Ginther lives in Highland Park.

Overlooked hero of World War II gets his due

Lieutenant General Benjamin O. Davis Jr.
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Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

HDC meetings remain online—Due to the ongoing 
impacts of COVID-19, the Highland District Council’s plan 
to move toward in-person meetings has been postponed. 
The decision will be re-evaluated in the coming weeks.

Citywide drop-off event—The city of Saint Paul will 
host an appliance, electronics and mattress drop-off event 
from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, September 18, at the north-
east corner of the Minnesota State Fairgrounds. Fees will 
apply ($5-25 per item), but paper shredding and card-
board collection will be free. For details, see tinyurl.com/
utwjtp2c. The HDC will help pick up items for seniors who 
need assistance. To schedule a pickup, call the HDC office 
or email info@highlanddistrictcouncil.org.

Highland Bridge open space—The Saint Paul City 
Council will hold a public hearing at 3:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, October 6, on amendments to the city’s zoning code 
and master plan regarding the required open space on 
private lots at the Highland Bridge development. Informa-
tion can be found at stpaul.gov/planningcommission. The 
HDC’s Community Development Committee will discuss 
the proposed changes on September 21.

Upcoming meetings—Community Development 
Committee, 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, September 21; and Com-
munity Engagement Committee, 7 p.m. Monday, Septem-
ber 27. All HDC meetings are being held online via Zoom 
until further notice. Links are posted on the HDC website. 

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Citywide drop-off—Saint Paul’s fall citywide drop-off 
event will be held from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, Septem-
ber 18, at the northeast corner of the Minnesota State 
Fairgrounds. Volunteers are needed to pick up items for 
seniors who have signed up in advance. For information, 
email mgcc@macgrove.org.

Volunteers needed—There currently is an open seat 
for a representative of an at-large faith institution on the 
Macalester-Groveland Community Council’s board of di-
rectors. Contact the community council for information.

Upcoming meetings—Housing and Land Use Commit-
tee on Wednesday, September 22; Transportation Com-
mittee on Monday, September 27; and Inclusivity Task 
Force on Monday, October 11. The meetings will be held 
virtually at 6:30 p.m. To receive monthly meeting notices 
and Zoom details, sign up at macgrove.org/participate.

Summit Hill
summithillassociation.org • 651-222-1222

Join the board—Those who would like to represent the 
Summit Hill neighborhood as a member of the associa-
tion’s board of directors are being encouraged to apply at 
summithillassociation.org/join-the-board. Applications 

are due by midnight Friday, October 8. The election of 
new members will take place at the annual meeting and 
fall festival on October 14. 

Committee openings—Those who have an interest in 
pedestrian safety, environmental conservation, commu-
nications, fundraising or racial equity are being encour-
aged to consider volunteering for one of the SHA’s stand-
ing or ad-hoc committee. Information can be found by 
visiting  SummitHillAssociation.org/become-a-volunteer.  

Neighborhood plan—The SHA’s neighborhood plan 
committee resumed meeting on September 7 after a 
month-long hiatus. Revising the 15-year-old plan began in 
early 2019 and will continue through June 2022. The scope 
of the plan has grown to include study of the East Grand 
Avenue Overlay District’s impact on land uses in Summit 
Hill. Details on the committee’s work and links to the ex-
isting plan are at SummitHillAssociation.org/plan.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Ice Cream, Peanut Butter & Jam—The Union Park 
District Council will celebrate the return of its Ice Cream, 
Peanut Butter & Jam from noon-4 p.m. Saturday, Septem-
ber 18, at the Merriam Park Recreation Center, 2000 Saint 
Anthony Ave. The event will include music, ice cream and 
children’s activities. Those who plan to attend are being 
reminded to bring jars of peanut butter for the food shelf.

Sign up to volunteer—The UPDC is in the process of 
canvassing its neighborhoods to inform residents of local 
activities and is in need of considerable volunteer assis-
tance. Those who are willing to help distribute flyers are 
being asked to email jonah@unionparkdc.org.

Board elections—This November, the UPDC will hold 
elections for the majority of seats on its board of direc-
tors. For information, contact jonah@unionparkdc.org or 
wako@unionparkdc.org.

Upcoming meetings—Environment and Parks Com-
mittee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, September 15; Committee on 
Land Use and Development, 6:30 p.m. Monday, September 
20; and Neighborhood Involvement Committee, 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, September 27. To access the Zoom meetings, click 
on the links at unionparkdc.org/calendar.

West Seventh
fortroadfederation.org • 651-298-5599

Drop-off event—A citywide drop-off event for bulky 
household items will be held from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, 
September 18, at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds. For in-
formation, see stpaul.gov/drop-offs. West Seventh seniors 
who need assistance getting their bulky items dropped off 
should email Emily@fortroadfederation.org with their 
address and a description of the items.

Upcoming meetings—Community Engagement Com-
mittee, 6:30 p.m. Thursday, September 16; and Transpor-
tation and Land Use Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
October 6. See fortroadfederation.org/calendar for details.

District Councils

651-646-7381
24/7 Emergency Service

SchEdulE SErvicE Today aT“over 90 years of Service you can Trust”

National 
Service
award 
Winner

2005  –  2020

www.snellingcompany.com

QUALITY
INTEGRITY

RELIABILITY

WILL YOUR OLD FURNACE
SURVIVE ANOTHER WINTER?

A 21 Point
Peak Performance 
Furnace Check-up

FREE
Second Opinion!

on any Furnace Repair including 
cracked heat exchangers!

      Replace your old furnace with a new  
TRANE today and make NO PAymENTS &  
                          pay NO iNTEREST for 1 year!

$39 OFF

Must be presented at time of service. 
Not valid with any other coupons, 

specials or offers. Expires 9/30/2021. 

With a written quote from 
another company. Must be presented 

at time of service. 

Terms and  
conditions apply.  
Subject  to credit 
approval. Contact 
dealer for details.
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

651-699-1462
Call for details

(some restrictions apply)

We NoW ACCept

Legal
Notices!

By Bill Wagner 

The National Wildlife Federation 
(NWF) has selected the Greater 
Longfellow area of Minneapolis 

as the first in Minnesota to be a certified 
Community Wildlife Habitat through its 
Garden for Wildlife program. The designa-
tion is the culmination of a five-year volun-
teer effort among local neighbors, schools, 
churches and businesses to add wildlife 
habitat to urban yards and other spaces.

Longfellow team leader Daniel Schultz 
said the certification shows what people 
can accomplish working together. What 
started as Schultz sharing ideas with a 
neighbor years ago grew into a plan that 
was backed by the Longfellow Community 
Council and now the NWF, which made 
the certification official on August 10. 

“We’re very proud of it,” said Ian Young, 
chair of the community council’s Envi-
ronment & River Gorge Committee. “This 
comes after a lot of years of hard work.”

Schultz noted that the last year or so has 
been trying for many people, first with the 
COVID-19 virus and then with the riots and 

civil unrest. He said the wildlife habitat  
endeavor provided a positive outlet during 
a period that was sorely in need of it. 

“It’s been an emotional time for so 
many,” Schultz said. “People have said that 
it’s this effort that’s gotten them through 
these rough times. It’s all about neighbors 
helping neighbors.”

The Greater Longfellow area, which in-
cludes the neighborhoods of Hiawatha, 
Howe, Longfellow and Cooper, more than 
exceeded the NWF’s requirements. The 
area now has 173 certified properties (150 
were required). The list also includes five 
schools and six common areas of business-
es and churches, both of which exceeded 
the number needed.

The idea behind the certification is get 
more people to improve their landscapes 
to attract more butterflies, bees, birds and 
other wildlife, and to increase the supply 
of native perennials,  shrubs and trees. The 
end result, Schultz said, is to have healthier 
soil, air and water.

The certification means that the des-
ignated gardens are verified as environ-
mental-friendly places that support urban 

wildlife. The components to certification 
are food (such as seeds, nectar, fruit or sap), 
water (such as a birdbath or pond), cover 
(protection from weather and predators) 
and places to raise young wildlife (such as 
burrows, dead trees or wetland).

Gardeners also are being encouraged 
to avoid pesticides, use native plants that 
attract bees, and create a wide variety of 
habitat to attract migratory fowl. Garden-
ers who meet the criteria can certify their 
property with a $20 donation to the NWF.  
They can also purchase a lawn sign that 
proclaims the property as certified.

Schultz said the area’s efforts are already 
paying off for the rusty-patched bumble-
bee, which was named Minnesota’s state 
bee in 2019 and is on the federal endan-
gered list. Cultivation of milkweed and 
blazing star plants, which attract bees, are 
also being encouraged.

Kevin Oldenburg, principal of the Howe 
and Hiawatha campuses of Hiawatha 
Community School, two certified school-
yard habitats, is a big fan of the wildlife 
program. “We’re excited,” he said. “I can’t 
say enough about the job our garden team 

has done the last couple of years.”
Oldenburg spoke from the garden at 

Howe that features a mix of flowers and 
vegetables—everything from sunflowers 
to tomatoes and pumpkins. He said it feels 
especially gratifying when local residents 
pass by and compliment the school gar-
den. “We’ve had a lot of support for this 
garden from our community,” he said.

The Longfellow area’s other certified 
schools are Anishinabe Academy, Michael 
Dowling and Sanford Middle. The com-
mon areas are Epworth United Methodist 
Church, Belle’s Toolbox, El Norteño, Sigma 
7, Minnehaha Professional Building and 
Holy Trinity Church.

Cate Cooney, who moved to Longfel-
low a few years ago, said the program can 
sometimes be a tough sell at first, because 
it takes up lawn space. However, she said 
creation of  wildlife habitat can also bring a 
sense of achievement. 

“You just try to do what’s beneficial for 
our ecosystem,” Cooney said.  Besides, she 
quipped, “I don’t like to mow.”

For more information about the project, 
visit longfellowwildlife.blogspot.com.

In their own backyard
Longfellow area becomes state’s 
first Community Wildlife Habitat

Pumpkins hang from vines at Howe Elementary School’s raised garden beds.

Carrie Magnuson and Daniel Schultz hold a sign recognizing Howe Elementary’s commitment to provid-
ing a place for students to connect with nature. Schools and businesses joined dozens of home garden-
ers to help the Greater Longfellow area become a Community Wildlife Habitat. Photos by Brad Stauffer

S A F E T Y  M O N T H
S E L L E R  S A F E T Y  C H E C K L I S T

S e l l i n g  y o u r  h o m e ?  C o n s i d e r  t h i s  s a f e t y  c h e c k l i s t
a s  y o u  p r e p a r e  t o  m a r k e t  y o u r  p r o p e r t y  f o r  s a l e :

B e f o r e  l i s t i n g  p h o t o s  o r  v i d e o s  a r e
t a k e n ,  s e c u r e  v a l u a b l e s  a n d  r e m o v e
f a m i l y  p h o t o s .

R e p a i r  i t e m s  t h a t  c o u l d  c a u s e  a  f a l l  o r
i n j u r y .

A f t e r  a  s h o w i n g ,  c h e c k  f o r  a n y  d a m a g e ,
m i s s i n g  i t e m s  a n d  t o  m a k e  s u r e  d o o r s
a n d  w i n d o w s  a r e  l o c k e d .

C o n s i d e r  e x t r a  s e c u r i t y  o r  m o n i t o r i n g
w h e n  y o u r  p r o p e r t y  i s  o n  t h e  m a r k e t .  

L e a r n  m o r e  
a t  s p a a r . c o m / s a f e t y
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www.castlehometour.com

�e Educational Remodeling Tour
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EXECUTIVE SPONSORS

TOUR 6 HOMES
Free to attend, 

meet the designers, 
learn from experts 
and enter to win!

H2

Win

towards
your remodel

$5,000

PREMIUM  SPONSORS

H3
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By Jane McClure

By and large, “the real estate market has 
withstood the pandemic,” according 
to Ramsey County auditor Luis Rosa-

rio. Preliminary assessed property valu-
ations reached their highest level ever in 
2021—at $62.2 billion, according to county 
officials. Saint Paul’s share of that total is 
$30.1 billion. Most sectors of the local real 
estate market are holding steady or in-
creasing in value, Rosario said. However, 
the ongoing effects of the COVID-19 pan-
demic continue to generate uncertainty.

Home values continued to increase over 
the past year with housing demand out-
stripping supply, county officials said. One 
worrisome trend is that neighborhoods 
where the real estate market was the slow-
est to recover from the recession of 2007-09 
are seeing some of the steepest increases in 
market value and estimated property taxes. 
That is expected to exacerbate the shortage 
of affordable housing in Saint Paul.

Multifamily residential and industrial 
properties are growing in value. How-
ever, the value of commercial property is 
largely remaining flat with the growth of 
e-commerce and the growing popularity 
of working from home.

County officials are keeping a close eye on 
the hospitality industry and other commer-
cial sectors that have been most adversely 
affected by the pandemic. Hotels, restau-
rants and fitness centers are among the busi-
nesses that were hit hardest over the past 18 
months. More worrisome is the long-term 
impact on office space, Rosario said.

Property tax collections are on track, 
according to Ramsey County auditor-
treasurer Heather Bestler. She and other 

county officials have been keeping a close 
eye on collections with the ongoing threat 
of mortgage foreclosures and the end of 
the eviction moratorium. One bright spot 
is that development remains strong with 
many multifamily residential and mixed-
use projects on the drawing board, accord-
ing to Rosario. Those projects include the 
122-acre Highland Bridge at the former 
Ford site in Highland Park and the redevel-
opment of the former Hillcrest Golf Course 
in the city’s northeast corner.

Overall, the assessed value of private 
property in Saint Paul increased by 3.8 per-
cent over the past year. The value of multi
family residential property increased by 
4.7 percent and industrial property by 10.7 
percent. The value of commercial property 
decreased by 0.8 percent. 

The value of the median-priced single-
family home in Saint Paul increased by 6 
percent over the past year—from $215,800 
to $228,700. However, the change in the 
estimated value of the median-priced 
home varies from neighborhood to neigh-
borhood, ranging from a 16.5 percent in-
crease in Dayton’s Bluff to a 0.3 percent 
decrease in Saint Anthony Park. 

In areas served by MyVillager, the neigh-
borhoods with the largest home value 
increases are Summit Hill and Summit-
University, where the value of the median-
priced home rose by 3.4 percent. The value 
of Highland Park’s median-priced home 
increased by 1.7 percent. That compares 
to increases of 0.3 percent in Macalester-
Groveland, 0.6 percent in the West End, 1 
percent downtown and 1.1 percent in the 
Union Park neighborhoods of Merriam 
Park, Snelling-Hamline and Lexington-
Hamline.

Property values are increasing in all but 
the commercial sector in Ramsey County

The Twin Cities Arts & Crafts 20th Cen-
tury Design Show and Sale will be held on 
September 25-26 in the Fine Arts Building 
at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds. Furni-
ture and accessories of the American Arts 
& Crafts Movement will be displayed along 
with those from the Art Moderne, Art Deco 
and Mid-Century movements. The event 
will run from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday. Admission is $7. Call 
651-695-1902 or visit eastwoodgallery.com.

A free home energy workshop with tips 
on how to reduce your energy bills will be 
offered from 6-7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Sep-
tember 29,  in Room 100 of McNeely Hall 
at the University of Saint Thomas. Experts 
from the  Minnesota  Center for Energy and 
Environment will explain how to make 
your home more energy-efficient. Refresh-
ments will be available, and raffle prizes 
will be awared. For reservations, visit  
tinyurl.com/6jhwuzt4 by September 17.

Home & Garden Clippings
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SHREDDING DAY!
FREE COMMUNITY

September 25, 2021
10am-1pm  •  1460 Grand Avenue 

Protect yourself from identity theft! Bring up to 5 boxes of papers to securely 
shred (you can even watch your paperwork being shredded on the spot). 
Hosted by The Odd Couple Team as part of our ongoing effort to give back to the community.

TheOddCoupleTeam.com • 651.492.6423 • 1460 Grand Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105

The following criminal incidents were com-
piled from Saint Paul and Mendota Heights 
police reports. For car and catalytic converters 
thefts and other reports, see MyVillager.com.

Highland Park
Burglary—A residential break-in was 

reported on the 700 block of South Missis-
sippi River Boulevard on September 2.

Theft—Items reported stolen from ve-
hicles at Crosby Farm Park included an 
iPhone and keys on August 23, and a purse 
containing $3,000 on September 6.

—A trailer was reported stolen on the 
900 block of Albion Avenue at 9:05 a.m. 
Thursday, September 2.

—Suspects tried to steal a vehicle from 
Hertz Rent-a-Car, 1420 Davern St., but 
crashed and then ran off at 3:20 a.m.  
Tuesday, September 7.

Weapons—A motorist said a man came 
out of his house and shot at him as he 
drove by on the 1000 block of Otto Avenue 
at 4:38 a.m. Monday, August 23. A spent ri-
fle casing was retrieved outside the house.

Miscellaneous—Officers were called to 
an apartment on the 1200 block of Davern 
Street at 9 a.m. Wednesday, August 18, to 
assist a woman with collecting her prop-
erty after a domestic dispute. The officers 
discovered that her boyfriend had poured 
gasoline all over her belongings. 

—A 29-year-old man was arrested for 
causing felony damage after he was seen 
throwing bricks at the windows of Papa 
Murphy’s and R.F. Moeller Jeweler on Ford 
Parkway ay 1:53 a.m. Thursday, August 26.

Lexington-Hamline
Robbery—A man was robbed at gun-

point on Snelling and Portland avenues at 
9:31 a.m. Friday, September 3.

Theft—A bicycle valued at more than 
$1,000 was stolen while the owner was 
shopping at Aldi, 1134 University Ave., 
around 4 p.m. Wednesday, August 25.

Assault—A male was shot in the back on 
the 1200 block of Dayton Avenue at 8:52 
p.m. Monday, August 23. He was taken to 
Regions Hospital, where his condition was 
reported as not life-threatening. 

—An assault with a knife was reported 
at Concordia University at 2:12 p.m. Mon-
day, August 30. The victim was taken to 
Regions Hospital with minor injuries.

—An assault with a knife was report-
ed after a football game at Central High 

School on Friday, September 3. One boy 
was kicked in the head, another was 
stabbed in the right thigh and a third was 
cut in the hand. All three were taken to the 
hospital with injuries that were not life-
threatening. 

Macalester-Groveland
Burglary—Home break-ins were re-

ported on the 2100 block of Saint Clair 
Avenue between September 3-6, the 1200 
block of Edgcumbe Road on September 4, 
and the 1800 block of Goodrich Avenue on 
September 5. 

Arson—A vehicle was set on fire on the 
2000 block of Randolph Avenue at 4:38 
a.m. Monday, August 30.

Miscellaneous—Criminal damage to 
property was reported on the 300 block of 
Brimhall Street on the evening of Monday, 
August 23. Police said a dispute between 
neighbors resulted in one spraying the 
other with a garden hose, and one spraying 
weed killer on the other’s vines.

Mendota Heights
Theft—A kayak was reported stolen on 

the 1000 block of Wagon Wheel Trail at 
5:27 p.m. Wednesday, August 18. 

—A utility trailer was reported stolen on 
the 1000 block of Highway 13 at 2:10 p.m. 
Wednesday, August 25.

Assault—An assault with a weapon was 
reported on the 1000 block of Dodd Road 
at 11:54 a.m. Monday, August 23.

Merriam Park
Drowning—The body of a man who 

was swept into the Mississippi River near 
a storm pipe under the Marshall Avenue 
Bridge at 12:47 a.m. Sunday, August 29, 
was recovered that morning and later 
identified as Tiquann M. Davis Jr., 20, of 
Little Canada. He was among a group of 
five adults who were exploring tunnels 
near the river when a thunderstorm hit. 
Two others who had been washed into the 
river were able to swim to shore. 

Snelling-Hamline
Robbery—A man was pulled out of his 

vehicle and robbed of $500 in the parking 
lot of the Midway McDonald’s, 1570 Uni-
versity Ave., at 3:24 p.m. Tuesday, August 
24. A victim also was forced out of his vehi-
cle by a suspect wielding a hatchet during 
a carjacking at the restaurant at 9:03 p.m. 

Sunday, September 5. 
—A man was shot in the arm during a 

robbery at 1:40 a.m. Saturday, September 
4, near Cub Foods, 1440 University Ave. He 
was taken to Regions Hospital with inju-
ries that were not life-threatening. 

Burglary—A 21-year-old woman was 
arrested for burglary at the Liffey on Snel-
ling Apartments, 304 N. Snelling Ave., at 
11:05 a.m. Sunday, September 5. 

—Suspects broke into a Concordia Uni-
versity building at 1397 Selby Ave. and stole 
equipment waiting to be salvaged between 
9:30-10:22 a.m. Monday, September 6. 

Assault—An Uber driver said a passen-
ger pulled a gun on him at 2:38 a.m. Sun-
day, August 29, on I-94 and Snelling Av-
enue. He was able to flee and call police.

Summit Hill
Homicide suspected—Angela Chapin 

Huntington, 55, was found dead inside 
her Summit Hill condo on the 300 block of 
Ramsey Street on August 30. Officers were 
called just before 11 a.m. after family mem-
bers checking on the woman’s welfare 
found her deceased. The Ramsey County 
medical examiner said the death appeared 
suspicious. Anyone with information is be-
ing asked to call investigators at 651-266-
5650 or Crime Stoppers of Minnesota at 
800-222-8477. It was the 22nd homicide 
of the year in the city.

Protesters arrested—Sixty-nine people 
were arrested following a protest at the 
Governor’s Residence, 1006 Summit Ave., 
that started around noon Saturday, August 
28. A group of about 130 had marched to 
the residence to protest the Line 3 pipeline. 
Those who were arrested included some 
who had damaged a gate in the alley, some 
who had chained themselves to the front 
gate and some who would not disperse 
when told to do so.  

Burglary—A suspect forced open the 
front door of an occupied residence on the 
900 block of Fairmount Avenue, but fled 
when realizing someone was home at 8:42 
p.m. Friday, August 27.  

—A 54-year-old woman was arrested for 
burglarizing an occupied apartment on the 
500 block of Grand Avenue at 11:46 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 31.

—A break-in was reported at Grand 
Avenue Tattoo, 42 S. Dale St., during the  
evening of September 4-5.

Arson—A male suspect was seen walk-

ing out of a portable toilet just before 
it burst into flames in an alley on the 
600 block of Grand Avenue at 7:45 a.m. 
Wednesday, August 25.  

Summit-University
Assault—A 51-year-old man was arrest-

ed for assault and possession of a firearm 
by a felon after shooting at two people on 
the 800 block of Selby Avenue at 5:07 a.m. 
Friday, August 27. 

—A stabbing was reported near the Pio-
neer Lodge, 334 N. Milton St., at 3:45 p.m. 
Friday, August 27. Police also received calls 
about several people being shot there, but 
did not locate any victims.

—A father reportedly held his son at 
gunpoint in his bedroom for an hour be-
fore fleeing at 6:56 a.m. Sunday, September 
5, on the 200 block of Sturgis Street.  

Miscellaneous—A Summit Avenue resi-
dent living across the street from the Gov-
ernor’s Residence reported that around 30 
people with rifles were demonstrating on 
her property and refusing to leave at 12:26 
p.m. Saturday, August 21. 

West End
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was 

reported near Children’s Hospital at 12:06 
p.m. Saturday, September 4.

Burglary—Two men were arrested for 
trying to break into Coopers Foods, 633 W. 
Seventh St., at 1:07 a.m. Monday, August 
23. Money also was taken from the safe 
during a break-in at the store at 2:18 a.m. 
Sunday, August 29. 

—Apartment break-ins were reported 
on the 100 block of Forbes Avenue on  
August 18, and the 200 block of Banfil 
Street on August 25.

—Around 350 video camcorders valued 
at $100-$200 each were reported stolen 
from Public Storage, 875 Montreal Way, at 
7:22 p.m. Sunday, August 29.

Sex crime—A rape was reported on the 
300 block of North Smith Avenue at 2:27 
p.m. Wednesday, August 11.

Weapons—Police discovered multiple 
bullet holes in the stairwell and an apart-
ment unit after receiving a report of shots 
fired on the 1200 block of West Seventh 
Street at 10:15 p.m. Tuesday, August 24. 

Miscellaneous—A male suspect was ar-
rested for slashing the tires of five employ-
ees’ vehicles in the parking lot at Freedom 
House, 267 W. Seventh St., on August 20.

Crime Report

Pre-Planning made easy
so you can focus on life.

NOKOMIS PARK CHAPEL
1838 E Minnehaha Parkway | 612.721.1651

Pre-Planning made easy
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We Recommend Books.

nextchapterbooksellers NextChapterBooksellers NextChapterMN

38 Snelling Ave S, St Paul MN
651/225-8989 | www.nextchapterbooksellers.com

Now inPaperback!

THE KIOSK
FRIDAY/SEPTEMBER 17
A CO-ED DRUM CIRCLE will be held 
from 6:30-8 p.m. at the Women’s Drum 
Center, 2242 University Ave. Anybody 
16 or older is invited to explore percus-
sion, rhythm and freedom of expression 
through games, songs and improvisation. 
The cost is $10. Drums are provided. To 
register, visit womensdrumcenter.org.

SATURDAY/SEPTEMBER 18
THE FARMERS’ MARKET has returned 
from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. every Saturday 
through October 2 outside Saint Luke 
Lutheran Church, 1807 Field Ave. Fresh 
produce, coffee, organic beef, soap, 
candles and other handcrafted products 
will be available.

ICE CREAM, PEANUT BUTTER AND 
JAM, the Union Park District Council’s 
eighth annual neighborhood festival, will 
return from noon-4 p.m. at the Merriam 
Park Community Center, 2000 Saint 
Anthony Ave. (Rain date is September 
19). Live music and ice cream will be 
featured. Admission is free, but bring a 
jar of peanut butter for the food shelf. 
Masks are encouraged for all who are not 
vaccinated.

SUNDAY/SEPTEMBER 19
FRESH FRUIT, VEGETABLES and flow-
ers will be sold by the Hmong farmers of 
Holy Apostles parish from 8 a.m.-noon 
today and Sunday, September 26, in the 
parking lot of Saint John the Evangelist 
Episcopal Church, Portland Avenue and 
Kent Street.

TWIN CITIES VEG FEST, eight hours of 
music, theater, exhibits, cooking demos 

and vegetarian food, will be held from 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. on Harriet Island. Sponsored 
by Compassionate Action for Animals, 
the fest will feature more than 70 vendors 
dedicated to planet-friendly lifestyles. 
Taking the stage will be rapper Sterling 
Davis; Lauren Plunkett, who will discuss 
the benefits of a plant-based diet; and 
beat boxer Carnage the Executioner. For 
information, free tickets or special deals, 
visit tcvegfest.com.

MONDAY/SEPTEMBER 20
THE LEXINGTON-HAMLINE Crime and 
Safety Committee will meet at 3:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of Yellowbird Cof-
fee Bar, 1168 Selby Ave. Local residents 
are welcome to join in the discussion of 
recent trends and crime prevention.

A FREE WALKING TOUR of Como Lake, 
delving into its history and ecosystem, 
will be offered by the Capitol Region Wa-
tershed District from 6-7:30 p.m. Lead-
ers Britta Belden and Bob Fossum will 
also provide an overview of the projects 
aimed at improving the lake’s water. The 
program is free, but reservations are re-
quired. Visit capitolregionwd.org/events.

WEDNESDAY/SEPTEMBER 22
MIDDLE EASTERN DRUMMING will be 
taught by Tim O’Keefe on six Wednesday 
evenings beginning today at the Women’s 
Drum Center, 2242 University Ave. The 
co-ed class covers traditional rhythms 
from the eastern Mediterranean and 
polyrhythms from the Persian Gulf region 
performed on darabuka, dahola, riqq, 
tabl baladi and frame drums of various 
sizes. The cost is $125. To register, visit 
womensdrumcenter.org.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
AFTER A ONE-YEAR HIATUS, the Fabu-
lous Saint Mark’s Rummage Sale returns 
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. today and tomor-
row and from 9 a.m.-noon on Sunday 
in Carolyn Hall at the Church of Saint 
Mark, Dayton Avenue and Moore Street. 
Bargains are promised on gently used 
household goods, furniture, sporting 
goods, books, CDs, gifts, paintings, and 
clothing and accessories for men, women 
and children. Face masks are required for 
all who enter the building.

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN will hold its 
annual flea market from 10 a.m.-8 p.m. 
today and from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. tomorrow 
in the parking lot of the church, 104 S. 
Snelling Ave. (Rain dates are October 1-2.) 
Visit ilcsp.org.

SATURDAY/SEPTEMBER 25
THE SIXTH ANNUAL SELBY STROLL 
will step out from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. on Selby 
Avenue between Fairview Avenue and 
Saratoga Street and on Snelling Avenue 
between Hague and Dayton avenues. 
Members of the Snelling-Selby Area Busi-
ness Association will welcome one and 
all with special bargains, gifts, live music, 
refreshments and fun. 

A FIVE-KILOMETER WALK to raise 
awareness about mental illness will step 
out at 1 p.m. from Minnehaha Park in 
South Minneapolis. Sponsored by the Na-
tional Alliance on Mental Ilness, the walk 
will be followed by a picnic with food 
trucks, speakers, informational booths, 
a T-shirt contest and more. Visit namimn.
org or call 651-645-2948.

SUNDAY/SEPTEMBER 26
AN ICE CREAM SOCIAL will be served 
from 3-4:30 p.m. on the front lawn of 
Holy Childhood Catholic Church, 1435 
Midway Pkwy. In case of rain, the social 
will be moved inside the church, which is 
celebrating its 75th anniversary this year.

TUESDAY/September 28
FRESH PRODUCE will be distributed free 
of charge by the Fabulous Friends Club 
from noon-1:30 p.m. today at the corner 
of Saint Paul Avenue and Davern Street. 
Folks are asked to bring their own bags.

THE SAINT PAUL HIKING CLUB will 
gather for a three-mile hike beginning at 
7 p.m. in the parking lot of the Lilydale 
Boat Launch, 1684 Lilydale Road. New 
members are welcome. Call Sharon at 
651-207-5926.

friDAY/october 1
SAMPLE A VARIETY of beers and wines 
at Oktoberfest from 6-9 p.m. at Holy 
Childhood Catholic Church, 1435 Mid-
way Pkwy. The beverages are free with 
an admission ticket of $10. Refreshments 
may also be purchased from food trucks.

SUNDAY/october 3
THE UNIVERSITY OF SAINT THOMAS’ 
men’s hockey team will hold its 2021-22 
home opener at 5 p.m. at the Xcel Energy 
Center. The nonconference contest will 
be against NCAA powerhouse Saint Cloud 
State. The Tommies inaugurate their 
Division I era on October 2 with a game 
against the Huskies in Saint Cloud. Tickets 
are available at Ticketmaster.com.

Don’t let Fall slip away-
Check Home Improvement

tasks off the list!

FINAL HOME IMPROVEMENT IssuE
September 29

Reserve ad space September 23 
For more information, call 651-699-1462 or 

email gball@myvillager.com

MyVillager.com

Facebook.com/TheVillagerMN/
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Korean Immersion Tuition-Free 
Public Charter School

Serving Grades PreK - 11
Join us in our NEWLY RENOVATED
building! 
Busing provided in SPPS district
Intensive Korean immersion for K-3
and differentiated Korean classes
for grade 4 & above
Promoting an appreciation for
diversity and international cultures

Call us today to set up a tour!



YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD PRINTER!

VISIT US
ONLINE TO 

LEARN MORE 
AND

PLACE AN
ORDER!



stthomas.edu/print-shop
651-962-6585 • printshop@stthomas.edu

Located on the University of St. Thomas St. Paul Campus, 
Murray-Herrick Campus Center, lower level.

Serving the University of St. Thomas is how The Print 
Shop got started 60+ years ago, but we also provide 
competitively-priced, quality printing, mailing and graphic 
design for our surrounding community, too!

We do it all: banners, posters, wall graphics, holiday cards, 
wedding invitations, programs + more! 

Stop by to see us or order online at

By Anne Murphy

In the depths of the pandemic last 
fall and winter, West End guitarist 
Martin Devaney spent time in his 

basement studio surrounded by posters of 
concerts he had attended or played at and 
contemplated the soundtrack of his life. 
There, and on his porch when the weather 
was inviting, he wrote and recorded a 
full-length album scheduled for release on 
October 8. 

Titled “Folios,” the 11-song recording 
represents a departure for Devaney after 
20 years in the music business. Inspired 
by his vast collection of notebooks filled 
with his song titles, lyrics and literary 
musings, “Folios” reflects Devaney’s love 
of literature and writing. He hopes it is the 
perfect vehicle for carrying him forward as 
a singer and songwriter. 

Until now, Devaney said, his music 
could be described as 1990s-era indie rock 
with a flavor of old country or Americana. 
The new and very personal songs on 
“Folios,” he said, have a very different 
calling card.

“When the tunes started coming to me, 
I was in my pajama pants and a cardigan, 
either on the porch or downstairs with 
a space heater waiting for the furnace to 
turn on,” he said. “It’s music made by a 
guy with an English degree who works 
customer-service jobs. I can’t help but joke 
that it’s cardigan rock.”

In all seriousness, there is a depth to 
the new titles in “Folios,” Devaney added. 
“For me, it was a bit counterintuitive to 
record an album completely by myself and 
not put it out under my own name as I’ve 
done in the past,” he said.

Devaney played some gigs on tenor 
saxophone as a student at Central High 
School. He also studied at Walker West 
Music Academy on Selby Avenue. But his 
vocation as a musician really began at 

the University of Minnesota where, as a 
student of literature and creative writing, 
he was drawn to the work of songwriters 
and picked up the guitar. “From there, I 
got more into songs as my main vehicle for 
writing,” he said.

Devaney traces his new direction in 
music to a weariness that set in near the 
end of 2019. By the spring of 2020, he 
was planning an extended break from 
performing. “I was burned out from a 
busy year of touring after my last record, 
and I guess I didn’t feel particularly useful 
anymore,” he said. “I didn’t feel like I had 
much else to say, and who needed to hear 
it from me, anyway?”

Then COVID hit, “and obviously we all 
went on hiatus,” he said. 

Early in the lockdown, Devaney began 
writing music again. “But it felt like more 
of the same,” he said, “almost an exercise 
in Americana songwriting that just felt 
like ground I had already covered.” That 
summer he was laid off from his day job, 
and by early September he found himself 
in a hospital with serious health concerns. 
It was then that Devaney quit drinking 
alcohol.

Getting sober “is part of the story,” he 
said, “a piece of the puzzle, a big factor in 
the new songs and the album.” Another 
factor was the guitar he purchased when 
he came home from the hospital. 

“My main acoustic guitar is a 1953 
Martin,” he said. “It’s a beautiful 
instrument that I’m not going to take 
to a campfire.” He wanted a guitar he 
could play outdoors, so a friend helped 
him locate a sturdy Canadian instrument 
he dubbed Little Canada. It became his 
constant companion.

“In maybe late October last year, the 
tunes started coming,” he said. “I hadn’t 
written that clearly or passionately 
in about 15 years. I subjected my wife 
Maggie to dozens of tunes over the winter 

and sent songs to friends for feedback. 
I realized I was getting enough tunes to 
demo for a record, but that wasn’t going 
to happen anytime soon since no one was 
going into the studio and I’m not smart 
about recording remotely. So I kept adding 
to songs and playing them for people, and 
it started to feel like something I could 
release. The tunes were really revealing in 
that they were documenting me coming 
out of this darkness and illness and kind 
of encouraged me to keep going. It was 
nourishing.

“Not that all of my writing in the last 
year has been easy,” Devaney said. “It 
floated in such a way that has always 
been possible, but I’d forgotten that and it 
ceased to happen. Now I’ve kind of found 
the sweet spot for the things I’m good at, 
the things that I can pull off with my set 
of skills instead of trying to reach beyond. 
I’m not typically thought of as a strong 
singer. I’m not a flashy guitar player. I’m 
hot and cold at being a front dude. What 
I’m good at are words. That’s where it has 
always come from for me.”

Devaney said he “would be nowhere” 
now without the support of his family 
and friends and especially his wife. “My 
hope is that these tunes might be helpful 
to someone else who’s struggling,” he 
said, “not necessarily with alcohol, but 
with depression, self doubt, imposter 
syndrome, anxiety, and on and on.” 

“Folios” will be available on CD, 
through digital download and in a 
limited-edition vinyl record. “I believe 
in the album as an art form and physical 
artifact,” Devaney said. “It’s a most 
involved experience that requires 
something of the listener.”

The official album release show for 
“Folios” is set for 9 p.m. Saturday, October 
23, at the Aster Cafe, 125 Main St. SE. in 
Minneapolis. However, Devaney will 
preview some of the songs in concert at 7 
p.m. Friday, September 24, at the White 
Squirrel, 974 W. Seventh St. His band the 
Folios will share the stage that evening 
with Saint Small and the Falderals. 

For more information, visit 
foliostheband.com.

A new depth
Devaney emerges from shutdown 
more in tune with his own skill set

West End singer-songwriter Martin Devaney reclines on the front stoop of the White Squirrel on West 
Seventh Street where he and his band Folios will unveil a bevy of new tunes.  Photo by Brad Stauffer
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Music
Free classes in drumming are being 
offered by the Women’s Drum Center, 
2242 University Ave. Meet the instructors, 
try out the drums and learn new rhythms 
at Djembe Joy from 3:30-4:30 p.m. Wed
nesday, September 15 (women only); 
Stick Drumming from 5-6 p.m. Thursday, 
September 16 (women only); and West 
African Dunun Drumming (women and 
men) from 10-11 a.m. Saturday, September 
18. Visit womensdrumcenter.org.

Singer-songwriter Heather Masse of 
Wailin’ Jennys fame will perform at 8 p.m. 
Friday, September 17, in Weyerhaeuser 
Auditorium at Landmark Center. Trained 
as a jazz singer at the New England 
Conservatory of Music, Masse favors 
folk, pop, and bluegrass as a solo act. The 
concert will be preceded by a cocktail 
hour with a cash bar. Tickets are $20 in 
advance, $25 at the door, or $70 for the 
entire Landmark Live season with Masse; 
Mary Bue on October 15; Danny Schmidt, 
November 19; and Dan Newton and 
Friends, December 20. Call 651-292-3276 
or visit landmarkcenter.org.

Artaria String Quartet will perform 
at 7:30 p.m. Monday, September 20, in 
Antonello Hall at the MacPhail Center for 
Music, 501 S. Second St. in Minneapolis. 
The program includes Samuel Coleridge-
Taylor’s 5 Fantasiestücke, Bedrich Sme
tana’s quartet From My Life, and Malcolm 
Arnold’s Oboe Quartet. Tickets are $20, 
free for students. Visit artariaquartet.com.

Lex-Ham Community Band will play 
marches, show tunes and concert band 
pieces at 4:30 p.m. Saturday, September 
25, under the bridge near 1330 Hague Ave. 
The free program includes the premiere 
of “Imagination Wandering” by Mitch 
Manthe. 

Cuban-born classical guitarist René Iz
quierdo will perform at 7:30 p.m. Satur
day, September 25, in Sundin Hall, 1531 
Hewitt Ave. The recital will feature works 
by Rodrigo, Torroba, Scarlatti, Falla and 
Brouwer. Tickets are $10-$25. Masks are 
encouraged. Seating is limited to allow for 
safe distancing. The show will be recorded 
for viewing on YouTube for one week. Visit 
mnguitar.org.

Macalester-Groveland guitarist Pat 
Donohue will hold court with his finger-
pickin’ prowess and wry humor beginning 
at 8 p.m. Saturday, October 2, at Ginkgo 
Coffeehouse, 721 N. Snelling Ave. Tickets 
are $20 plus tax. Visit ginkgocoffee.com

Exhibits
The Catherine G. Murphy Gallery at 
Saint Catherine University is displaying 
two new exhibits through October 23. 
Former gallery director Kathleen Daniels 
is showing works from her personal 
collection by such artists as Clement 
Haupers, Indira Freitas Johnson, Barbara 
McIlrath, Duduzile More, Bela Petheo, 
Holly Swift, Rina Yoon and Petronella 
Ytsma. “This Splendid Promise, This 
Magnificent Dream” includes the art of 
27 SCU alumnae whose subjects range 
from picturesque landscapes and soulful 
portraits to explorations of space, time, 
nature, identity and the human form. 
Admission is free. For gallery hours, call 
651-690-6637 or visit gallery.stkate.edu.

The 2021 Chroma Zone mural and art 
festival continues with an exhibit and 
pop-up shop by 10-plus Chroma Zone 
artists from 5-8 p.m. Thursday, September 
23, in Building C at Vandalia Tower, 550 N. 
Vandalia St. Guided bike tours of the new 

murals in the Creative Enterprise Zone 
will begin at 9 a.m. and noon on Saturday, 
September 25, at Dogwood Coffee, 825 
Carleton St. A self-directed mural tour 
with free maps will be offered from 5-7 
p.m. on September 25 starting at Murphy 
Rigging, 2299 W. Territorial Road. Celestial 
Embodiment: X Expanded Cinema, a mon
tage of video, live music and dancing, hip-
hop and spoken word, will be presented 
by muralist Missy Whiteman and indige
nous artists at 8 p.m. on September 25 
outside Bro-Tex, 800 N. Hampden Ave. A 
social hour will precede the show at 7 p.m. 
Visit chromazone.net.

Books
A dramatic reading of George Bernard 
Shaw’s witty play about class and gender, 
Mrs. Warren’s Profession, will be staged by 
Lex-Ham Community Theater at 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday, September 19, in the performance 
space under the bridge near 1330 Hague 
Ave. The cast includes Stuart Alger, Muriel 
Bonertz, Derek Dirlam, Colin Healey, 
Urban Landreman and Dani Pazurek.

Next Chapter Booksellers, 38 S. Snelling 
Ave., will host readings and discussions 
with author and photographer John 
Noltner and his 40,000-mile travelogue, 
Portraits of Peace: Searching for Hope in a 
Divided America, at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, 
September 23 (tickets are $5, $27.99 with 
book); author Patrick Strait and his book, 
Funny Thing about Minnesota: The Rise, 
Fall and Rebirth of the Twin Cities Comedy 
Scene, at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, September 
23 ($5, $24.95 with book); and writers 
Margaret Hasse, Heather Tosteson, Rose
ann Lloyd, Norita Dittberner-Jax, Patricia 
Barone, Patrick Hansel, Deborah Bower 
and Charissa M. Menefee, all of whom 
contributed to one of seven anthologies 
on the theme “Wising Up,” at 5:30 
p.m. Saturday, October 2 ($21 with one 
anthology). Tickets are only available at 

nextchapterbooksellers.com.

Mai Der Vang, author of Yellow Rain, will 
discuss her new book about the mys
terious substance that fell from planes 
onto Laos in the 1970s at 7 p.m. Friday, 
October 1. Yellow Rain draws on research 
and declassified documents to tell of 
international injustice and the silencing of 
a people. Fellow Hmong-American author 
Kao Kalia Yang will take part in the virtual 
conversation. The program is free. To 
register, visit subtextbooks.com.

“Three Catholic Poets,” a reading by 
Angela Alaimo O’Donnell of New York and 
Maryann Corbett and James Silas Rogers 
of Saint Paul—whose poems address such 
themes as prayer, sacramentality and 
Catholic life past and present—will be 
held at 7:30 p.m. Friday, October 1, at Saint 
Albert the Great Church, 2836 33rd Ave. S., 
Minneapolis. Admission is free.

A free Cracked Walnut poetry workshop 
will be held from 10 a.m.-noon on Satur
day, October 2, outside of the East Side 
Freedom Library, 110 Greenbrier St. Bring 
a lawn chair or blanket and about five 
copies of a poem. For information, email 
donna@donnaisaacpoet.com.

Theater
Animate, a play by Ken LaZebnik that 
addresses issues of race and philanthropy 
through the lens of species preservation, 
will be performed from September 16-26 
at Como Park Zoo and Conservatory. 
Developed through listening sessions 
with zookeepers, zoo detractors and 
primatologists, the Mixed Blood Theatre 
production stars Sally Wingert, Regina 
Marie Williams, Jevetta Steele, Kevin 
Kling, Stephen Yoakam, Taj Ruler, Bruce 
A. Young, Randy Reyes, Warren Bowles 
and Kate Fuglei. Show times are 6:30 
p.m. Thursdays through Sundays with 
a preview on Wednesday, September 16. 

Tickets are by donation. Visit mixedblood.
com.

The Minnesota Opera will kick off its 
new season with a performance of Latin 
vocal music from some of opera’s classic 
hits at 7 p.m. Wednesday, September 22, 
at Allianz Field, Snelling and Concordia 
avenues. The Minnesota Opera Orchestra 
will accompany soloists Andres Acosta, 
Vanessa Alonzo, Vanessa Becerra, Levi 
Hernandez and Zoie Reams. Tickets are 
$20, or $100 with a festive dinner and 
wine and beer. Call 612-333-6669. 

Dance
Learn to square dance. Dakota Squares 
and the Ar-Dale Dancers will conduct 
classes weekly from 6:15-8 p.m. Mondays 
beginning September 27 at the West 
Seventh Community Center, 265 Oneida 
St. No partner is necessary. The first two 
classes are free. After that, they are $5 
each, free to anyone under age 18. For 
information, call 651-225-9709 or 763-
442-1673 or visit dakotasquares.com.

Film
The city of Saint Paul is showing free 
movies in the parks through mid-October. 
The films will roll at dusk, weather per
mitting. Bring a lawn chair or blanket 
and enjoy The Mighty Ducks on Friday, 
September 17, at Griggs Recreation Center, 
1188 Hubbard Ave.; The Blair Witch Project 
on Saturday, September 25, at Hidden Falls 
Park; and Hocus Pocus on Friday, October 
1, at the Como Midway East Pavilion near 
the zoo on Midway Parkway. Visit stpaul.
gov/moviesintheparks.

A Mini-Movie Marathon will be pre
sented by Sound Unseen from noon-6 
p.m. Sunday, September 26, at Parkway 
Theater, 4814 Chicago Ave. S. in Minnea
polis. The fundraiser will feature Queens of 
the Revolution, a documentary by Rebecca 
Heidenberg about the Cuban drag scene; 
Adam Rehmeier’s punk rock comedy 
Dinner in America; and a sneak preview of 
a film in Sound Unseen’s November 10-14 
film festival. Tickets are $16 at the door, 
$12 in advance at soundunseen.com.

Family
Parents of boys and girls in grades K-5 
are invited to register their children for 
Cub Scouts online or at one of hundreds 
of local meetings in September. Every 
child who joins Cub Scouts will receive a 
free fishing rod, glow-in-the-dark T-shirt, 
water bottle and free admission to a half-
day program in October featuring fishing, 
archery, climbing, science and engineering 
activities, crafts and more. For more infor
mation or to search for a local Cub Scout 
pack, visit JoinCubs.org.

An Iranian Culture Festival will be held 
from noon-5 p.m. Sunday, September 19, 
at Landmark Center. Admission is free. 

Et cetera
March of the Governors, a series of free 
podcasts on the governors of Minnesota, 
is being presented by the Ramsey County 
Historical Society. Led by author Paul 
Nelson, a team of local historians will 
introduce listeners to each of the gover
nors in chronological order. Programs 
on the state’s first six governors—Henry 
Sibley, Alexander Ramsey, Henry Swift, 
Stephen Miller, William Rainey Marshall 
and Horace Austin—are now available. 
Visit rchs.com/news/rchs-podcasts.

Jazz fest comes back to Mears. The Twin Cities Jazz Festival returns to Mears Park in 
September with two days of music on two stages. The festival opens on Friday, September 17, with 
Maryann Sullivan & the Money Makers at 4 p.m. and the Selby Avenue Brass Band at 6:30 p.m. on the 
Fifth Street Stage; and Emmet Cohen (above) and special guest Patrick Bartley at 5:30 p.m. and Kenny 
Barron (top left) and his trio at 7:30 p.m. on the Mears Park Stage. The lineup on Saturday, September 
18, will feature young musicans from Walker West Music Academy and the MacPhail Center for Music at 
12:30 p.m., the Twin Cities Seven at 3 p.m., Moore by Four at 5 p.m., and Delfeayo Marsalis (top right) and 
his quintet at 7:30 p.m. on the Mears Park Stage; and the Jack Brass Band at 2 p.m., Katia Cardenas at 4 
p.m. and Salsa del Soul at 6:30 p.m. on the Fifth Street Stage. Visit TwinCitiesJazzFestival.com. 
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SPORTS

CDH football faces 
challenges ahead

 

When the word got out that Cretin-Derham Hall 
was going to drop down a level to Class 5A 
for football this year, some people presumed 

it might add a new chapter to the school’s past gridiron 
glories. Time will tell how the Raiders will fare this 
season, but one thing remains a constant. Any success 
they have in football is made even more remarkable by 
the fact they don’t even have their own stadium.

Practices are held on campus, but CDH has always had to 
play its varsity home games elsewhere. The Raiders played 
at Central High’s Griffin Stadium, but moved their home 
games to O’Shaughnessy Stadium at the University of Saint 
Thomas when they left the Saint Paul City Conference. 

For a variety of reasons, the Raiders have two home 
games this fall at Concordia’s Sea Foam Stadium—where 
their season-opening 34-24 loss to Spring Lake Park was 
played. Only their October 8 homecoming game will be 
at O’Shaughnessy. CDH will also be the home team when 
it faces face Saint Thomas Academy for the first time in a 

decade at TCO Center in Eagan on September 17. 
Raiders head coach Chuck Miesbauer is unfazed by 

it all. “One thing it does do is make road games less 
difficult,” he said. “We get on the bus every week and go 
somewhere to play a game. Sea Foam and O’Shaughnessy 
are great places to play. It’s really not an issue at all.” 

CDH athletic director Phil Archer said moving to 5A 
this year was an easy decision to make, given the fact that 
the school has 940 kids this year with many multisport 
athletes and often faced opponents with larger gridiron 
squads whose kids mainly played one sport. “It puts us on 
a more level playing field,” he said.   

The Raiders were 1-6 in last year’s shortened season 
and posted a 4-4 regular-season mark in 2019. Much of 
that can be attributed to the quality of CDH’s big-school 
opponents. In 2020, Totino-Grace was the Raiders’ only 
opponent with fewer students in grades 9-12. 

Dropping down a level didn’t lower the quality of 
competition much. Last week, CDH trekked to longtime 
grid power Mahtomedi and lost a close one. This week, 
it’ll be an emotional game against the undefeated Cadets. 

As with the field issue, Miesbauer embraces the 
challenge of building the Raiders’ grid fortunes one step 
at a time. “We got off to a slow start against Spring Lake 
Park,” he said. “It’s a matter of what we learned from 
the game. We came back on Monday and had a great 
practice.” 

 

Welcome back, Mac 
It’s been a while—7,262 days to be precise—since 

Macalester College played a football game that will count 

in the Minnesota Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
standings. That will end on September 25, when the 
Scots travel to Northfield to take on Saint Olaf in their 
conference opener. 

Since the last time the Scots played an MIAC opponent 
—a 35-7 loss to Hamline in the 2001 season finale—
they’ve been on a football odyssey, first playing as an 
independent and then spending a couple of seasons in the 
Midwest Conference. Their stay there dissolved recently 
and, after some discussion, the Scots are returning to 
their MIAC roots this fall. 

KiJuan Ware took over for Tony Jennison as head 
coach in the summer and started off with a 38-32 non-
conference win over Minnesota-Morris on September 4. 
The Scots were at Trinity (Texas) last weekend and have 
a week off before starting conference play. “I was proud 
of our effort,” Ware said about the win over the Cougars. 
“We had 26 guys playing their first college game.” 

Things have changed slightly since the Scots’ last MIAC 
football forays. UST is out and Saint Scholastica is in. 
More important, the conference broke into two divisions. 
The Scots are aligned with Augsburg, Bethel, Concordia 
and Hamline in the Skyline Division, with a few crossover 
games against the Northwoods Division tossed in. (The 
good news for Mac is that Saint John’s is not on the slate.) 

Ware is going into his new alignment with eyes 
wide open. Carleton and Hamline have been non-
conference foes for the Scots for quite a while. “And we’ve 
scrimmaged Bethel a few times,” Ware said. “So we know 
what the league is all about.” 

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.

The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

By Dave Wright 

Ayear ago, Nova Classical Academy 
volleyball coach Tom Dobbs was 
flying blind. The first-year head 

coach said he had one open gym look at his 
young charges and then roared into action 
in the shortened season. 

“I had a little insight into the team be-
cause I’d seen a couple of players play club 
matches, but that was it,” Dobbs said. “It 
was a scramble to just get on the court.”

That could be said for most prep vol-
leyball teams, who are back on a regular 
schedule this year. For Highland Park’s 
Sonje Odegard, just having everybody in 
the same gym is a plus. Last year, teams 
had to practice at different times.

“I know the names of all 36 players in 
our program after a week,” Odegard said. 
“That type of camaraderie is important.”  

For Central High coach Anne Branstad, 
this season provides the chance to have 
tryouts with all the players involved. “It 
builds family when you do that,” she said. 

Cretin-Derham Hall coach Sara Waters is 
also thankful to get into a regular routine. 
“We rarely had the same lineup last year,” 
she recalled. 

This year, the state volleyball tourna-
ment expands with a fourth class. Here’s a 
snapshot of the local teams: 

Central
(Saint Paul City Conference, 8-4 record 

last year, coach Anne Branstad)
Key players: senior libero Jada Young, 

senior middle hitter Violet Hackbarth,  
senior outside hitter Paige Daleiden.

Outlook: With 15 seniors on the roster, 
this might be the most veteran team in the 
state. Central was the only City Conference 
team to even win a set off Highland Park 
last year and is aiming for bigger and bet-
ter things this time. “The girls are up for 
a challenge. They push each other hard,” 
said Branstad, who coached the JV before 
taking over the varsity last year.  

cretin-derham hall
(Suburban East Conference, 0-10 record 

last year, coach Sara Waters)
Key players: junior setter Gillian Kircher, 

junior middle hitters Abby Kline and 
Sophia Huot.

Outlook: A hectic first week consisted 
of getting to know the roughly 70 players 
now in the CDH program. “We have some 
height and some depth,” Waters said. Play-
ers like Juliana Cruz, a senior libero who 
moved into the lineup in the middle of last 
year, will likely carry a bigger load this year. 
Kline, the daughter of CDH boys’ basket-
ball coach Jerry, gives the Raiders height in 
the middle at 6-foot-2. 

highland park
(Saint Paul City Conference, 11-0 record 

last year, coach Sonje Odegaard)
Key players: senior outside hitter Kiyomi 

Callahan, senior middle blocker Avaeria 
Stagg, junior middle blocker Bella Kottke.

Outlook: The five-time City Conference 
champs graduated seven seniors last year, 
but figure to be tough to handle again. “We 
had a deep bench last year,” said Odegard, 
who is taking over the reins after being an 
assistant for two years. “We had several JV 
players who could easily have played var-
sity last year. I’m confident we’ll have a 
strong team.” 

minnehaha academy
(Independent Metro Athletic, 5-6 record 

last year, coach Kim Benka)
Key players: senior middle hitter Dori 

Hobbie, junior setter Violet Sahlstrom, se-
nior outside hitter Annika Benson.

Outlook: With eight returning play-
ers, Benka hopes the Redhawks can per-
haps challenge for the top two spots in the 
IMAC. “It’s my fifth year here,” Benka said. 
“I know what this group can do. It’s time to 
take the next step.” Her sophomore daugh-
ter, Madelyn, may be ready to become a key 
contributor. Co-captains Hobbie and Lydia 
Schroeder provide excellent leadership.  

nova academy
(Skyline Conference, 8-3 record last year, 

coach Thomas Dobbs)
Key players: junior setter Allison Ball, 

junior outside hitter Samantha Ball, junior 

middle hitter Cordelia Thomas.
Outlook: The Knights, who opened 2021 

with a 3-0 win at Highland Park, were sec-
ond in the conference a year ago and have 
six of seven players in the regular rotation 
returning. “These kids have played togeth-
er for a while now,” Dobbs said. “We have 
multiple terminators on offense. We also 

have great chemistry.” The Ball twins also 
have freshman sister Ava who played a lot 
last year and has grown a couple of inches.

saint paul academy
(Independent Metro Athletic, 1-6 record 

last year, coach MJ Engstrom)
Key players: junior middle hitter Solvej 

Eversoll, junior setter Riley Erben, sopho-
more libero Natalie Vogenthaler. 

Outlook: Engstrom, who has coached 
at several colleges, got the job at SPA a 
week before practice started. She and the 
Spartans are still getting to know each 
other. It’s a balanced roster, with Eversoll 
the lone returning all-conference player. 
“We’re going to get better as we go along,” 
Engstrom said. “We need to not over think 
things.”

Two Rivers
(Metro East Conference, 6-6 record last 

year, coach Kate Naughton)
Key players: senior libero Bella Ramos, 

junior outside hitter Ellie Rice, senior set-
ter Kallie Frett. 

Outlook: The Warriors have five return-
ees from last year that were all regular ro-
tation players. Six-foot-3 sophomore Gabi 
Kirchner could also make them a handful 
to deal with. Toss in a change to Section 
3AAA, where they will face schools closer 
to their size, and it’s easy to understand 
why optimism is high this year. “Our de-
fense is very strong,” Naughton said. “We 
need to be more aggressive on offense.” 

visitation
(Tri-Metro Conference, 4-6 record last 

year, coach Colleen Modde)
Key players: senior setter Isabelle Chad, 

senior libero Emma Traeger, senior middle 
hitter Holly Mingo.

Outlook: Modde admitted that it’s a re-
building year for the Blazers, with only two 
of the eight returnees having been in last 
year’s regular rotation. “We might have a 
slow start, but the kids are good learners 
and we’ll get better as the year goes on,” 
she said. Versatile athletes like Traeger 
and Chad will be role models for a talented 
freshman class.

Volleyball preview: Teams set to get back into regular routine

Central’s Marielle Wiersma and Violet Hackbarth 
team up to block a shot by Como’s Tess Freberg 
in a straight three-set win over the Cougars on 
September 9. Photo by Brad Stauffer
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CLASSIFIEDS
home serviceS   

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It’s that time of year again! Protect 
your roof and have your gut-
ters cleaned today! Call Ryan, 651- 
690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

F R E D D I E ’ S  J U N K  R e m o v a l . 
Commercial. Residential. Low rates. 
Free estimates. 651-442-0993.

MASONRY REPAIR. Brick, foundation, 
stairs, sidewalks, tuckpointing, small 
concrete. Daniel, 612-804-6818.

SNOW/LAWN/LANDSCAPE  
THE SNOW IS ABOUT TO FLY! Get your 
snow removal and ice dam ads run-
ning now. Don’t be left out in the 
cold! Call 651-699-1462 ext 10 or email 
WantAds@MyVillager.com

*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
MURPHY’S LAWN & LANDSCAPE. 
30+ years. Local, family owned. 
Commercial. Residential. The best 
full service lawn and landscap-
ing in your neighborhood. pat@
PHMincorporated.com or www.
PHMincorporated.com

THE BEST Landscaping Services. 
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping. Design. 
Tree, shrub and plant knowledge, 
installation, grading, sodding, beds 
and gardens. Paver patios, walks, 
drives. Versa-Lok retaining walls. 651- 
227-2584; www.bluhmbrothers.com

SNOW REMOVAL. Seasonal cleanups. 
Gutter cleaning. Lawn service. Free 
estimates. Insured. 651-699-2832.

*ROOF SNOW & ICE REMOVAL*
Professional. Experienced. Protect 
your roof. Ryan, Pates Roofing. 651-
690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

home serviceS   
BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured, bonded. 
License #BC126373; 651-699-8900.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul busi-
ness since 2004. A+ rating with the 
Minnesota Better Business Bureau. 
Licensed/Insured. 651-387-2955 
LighthouseMoving.com

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates, 651-287-0970.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in 
Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality work, 
30 years’ experience. 651-483-8581, 
Jerry.

*RELIABLEMAINTENANCE 
ANDREPAIR.COM*

Remodeling and Handyman Services. 
MN License #BC665235. 651-262-9765.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*
Complete chair re-glue since 1960. 
651-699-4022.

GREG’S HARDWOOD Floors, inc. 
Installation, sand and refinish. Free 
estimates. 651-214-4959. In business 
since 2002.

WOOD DECKS/Wood Fences. License 
#BC581059. Troy’s Decks & Wood 
Fences, 651-210-1387.

*FENCE ESTIMATES*
D.W. Fence. Call Ed, 763-786-4691.

home improvement
LICENSED PLUMBER available for your 
old home’s remodel and plumbing 
improvements. GC inquiries wel-
come. Paul, 651-263-3623. Danner 
Plumbing.com

home serviceS    
MYVILLAGER HOME SERVICES category 
offers handyman, moving, window and 
gutter cleaning services, repair and 
clean out services, hauling, demoli-
tion, painting etc. Advertise YOUR 
Home Service in the next MyVillager! 
Call 651-699-1462 ext 10 or email 
WantAds@MyVillager.com 

ALL AMERICAN One Construction. 
Stop leaks. Hail and storm damage. 
Licensed plumbers and electricians 
working with us. Everything from 
basements to chimneys. Kitchens, 
bathrooms, all flooring (including 
hardwood), concrete, windows, brick 
block, painting. Siding and roofs. 
Insured. License #BC635082. Angie’s 
List! BBB. Free estimates. Jeff, 651-
285-1937. 

home improvement
STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column 
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612- 
940-7591 or theturningpointwood 
works.com

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815. Basement bath?

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Walks, drives, 
patios, steps, bricks, blocks and re-
pairs. Resurface interior and exterior 
walls. Mark, 763-607-3941.

EVERYTHING DRYWALL. Sheetrock, 
plaster, textures, skim coating 
and painting. Insured. David, 612- 
554-3028.

YOUR LOCAL source for con-
crete work. Driveways, Sidewalks, 
Patios and More. Call 612-930-7071. 
NeighborhoodConcrete.com

RUBEN’S CONCRETE. Free estimates. 
Steps, sidewalks, driveways. 30 years’ 
experience. 651-500-0980.

home improvement
PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING, 
CEILING TEXTURING. MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BONDED, INSURED. MERRIAM PARK 
PAINTING. ED, 651-224-3660; “A 
NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.” 
MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences, 
porches. Reasonable rates. Personal, 
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651- 
285-3237.

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High quality 
work at affordable rates. Full service 
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality Interior/
Exterior; 30+ years; good references. 
651-207-2249. stevepaintsmsp@
gmail.com

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing. 
Remodeling. Tile. Professional. 
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651-
276-7094.

BILL’S PAINTING. 38 years’ experience; 
painting, wallpaper, staining, textur-
ing. Plaster repairs. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Attention to detail. Call 
Bill, 612-790-1266.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. Kitchen, 
Bath specialty. 25+ years’ excep-
tional experience. Licensed. Insured. 
Martin, 612-701-5394.

MIKE MOHS Construction Co. All 
types roofing/gutters. Siding, win-
dows/skylights. Honesty and in-
tegrity for 50 years! Family owned, 
operated. Licensed, bonded, insured. 
#BC005456. Scott, 612-701-2209.

RUMMAGE/GARAGE SALE
FABULOUS ST. MARK’S RUMMAGE 
SALE! 9/24 to 9/26; Friday & Saturday, 
9-4; Sunday 9-12. Corner of Dayton 
and Moore. Face masks required.

FOR SALE             
MYVILLAGER memberships are for 
sale! Get your newspaper delivered 
via the post office. Join us today! 
www.MyVillager.com

FIREWOOD. FREE delivery. 90% oak, 
2-year seasoned; stacked solid 
4’x8’x16”, $175, unless bigger quan-
tity. Order before the rain and snow 
comes. Call Mark, 320-980-1637.

wanted to buy
DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique 
jewelry. We know and appreciate the 
value of your jewelry. R. F. Moeller 
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651- 
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, advertis-
ing, beer memorabilia, old clothing 
and more. 651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz, 
Country, Soul, more. 651-224-4947.

HIGHEST CASH for costume jewelry. 
We make house calls. 612-729-3110. 

home improvement
PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential 
roofing. Local references. License 
#RR155317. Insured. Member BBB. Call 
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN’S PAINTING/Repair. Wood 
frame, stucco, power washing, glaz-
ing, staining, cement work. Insured. 
651-699-2832.

PAINTING. WALLPAPER. Patch. Interior. 
Exterior. Small jobs wanted. Jim, 612-
202-5514.

Classified & Legal Ads
Phone 651-699-1462

Email WantAds@MyVillager.com
Classified Categories, ad submission & more info 

available at MyVillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 5% discount for 

prepayment of 7 issues. 10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues. Legal 
notices are 60¢ per word. All classifieds and legals are prepaid by cash, 

check or credit card. We do not accept ads over the telephone.

Next Issue: September 29 . . . . Deadline: September 22
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HageConcrete.com

Fabulous Customer Reviews!
Experts specializing in…
 Patching Window/Stucco Repairs Stone—New & Repair
 New Stucco Re-Stucco Sandblasting

BUILDING THE FUTURE —
RESTORING THE PAST

Aaron Cole

Lance SmithSMITHCOLE.COM

TM

www.landscapesbyscott.com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:
   612.868.7787

RESIDENTIAL   651690-4710  COMMERCIAL
mymnconcreteguy.com

LICENSED   •     bonded     •    insured

                           •  Exposed Aggregate
                       • Footings  • Foundations
                       • steps  • sidewalks  • Patios 
                      • Garage slabs  • driveways
                    • Patterned Concrete
            • Mortar-less retaining Wall systems

By Jane Mcclure

More than $5.1 million from the fed-

eral American Rescue Plan will be 

spent on a variety of pressing needs 

in Saint Paul, including increased public safe-

ty measures, criminal court prosecutions, and 

street and crosswalk restriping. The Saint Paul 

City Council on July 28 approved the expendi-

tures, but not before an hour of debate and de-

mands for more council involvement in future 

spending decisions. How to use another $162 

million in federal funds is still to be decided.

Council members Mitra Jalali and Nelsie 

Yang tried to eliminate $975,000 for addition-

al police patrols, but the motion failed on a 2-5 

vote. They wanted more details as to how that 

money would be spent. Jalali raised concerns 

that the patrols would be used in a punitive 

matter toward people who are homeless.

The patrol funds would be spent in targeted 

areas, including near the Freedom House day 

shelter on Grand Avenue and West Seventh 

Street. Other targeted locales are near the 

Central light rail station at Fifth and Cedar 

streets, Mears Park in Lowertown, and Pedro 

Park at 10th and Robert streets.

Other council members objected to what 

they saw as a lack of council involvement and 

By Jane Mcclure

Motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians 

have been frustrated this spring 

and summer with the profusion of 

construction-related detours in the Highland 

Park neighborhood. In addition to an unusu-

ally large number of Saint Paul Public Works 

Department projects, the Highland Bridge de-

velopment on the former Ford Plant site has 

closed portions of Ford Parkway, Mississippi 

River Boulevard, Cretin, Montreal and Cleve-

land avenues at times.

Residents south of Highland Village have 

struggled to get in and out of their neigh-

borhood. Marcia Avner, who lives on Cleve-

land near Magoffin Avenue, said it took her 

20 minutes one day to get home by car from 

Highland Village. “We have very few alterna-

tives to get in and out of our neighborhood,” 

she said.
In neighborhoods north and south of the 

122-acre Highland Bridge site, residential 

streets have been plagued by speeding vehi-

cles. Highland District Council (HDC) execu-

tive director Kathy Carruth said that is a big 

issue for residents who are worried about pe-

destrian safety, especially those with children.

After much debate, 
St. Paul uses $5.1M 
in rescue funds for 
backlog of needs

No relief in sight 
for summer road 
work in Highland
Detours are popping up north 
and south of Ford site project

City Council to review recommended rezoning of 695 Grand

Superior social.
Face painter Stephani Fenelon 

draws a rainbow on the face of 

Delaney Devine, 15, while her 

cousin Beatrice Devine, 9, looks 

on during the fourth annual 

Ice Cream Social and Senior Art 

Show hosted by Superior Senior 

Living, 161 Erie St., on July 27. At 

right, Jeanne LaBore keeps the 

contents of her cone from melt-

ing on the steamy evening, while 

her mother, Patricia McGuire, 

smiles behind her. The seniors 

also showed off the art they 

made during the pandemic.
PhoToS By BrAD STAuFFEr

By Jane Mcclure 

The plan to redevelop the site of the Di-

xie’s, Emmet’s and Saji-Ya restaurants 

with a five-story mixed-use build-

ing will be reviewed by the Saint Paul City 

Council in virtual public hearings at 3:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, August 4 and 11. 

The council will be considering a request to 

rezone the property at 695 Grand Ave. from 

business to Traditional Neighborhoods 3 

(TN3). The extended public hearing is intend-

ed to give the council more time to gather tes-

timony and review the dozens of emails and 

phone calls that have poured in on the project. 

A City Council decision on the rezoning could 

come as early as August 11.

TN3 zoning allows for a mix of business and 

residential uses. Buildings in that zone may be 

up to 55 feet high, or higher with a conditional 

use permit. The Saint Paul Planning Com-

mission on July 23 approved a conditional 

use permit for 695 Grand to allow a building 

height of 59 feet 10 inches. It also approved a 

setback variance for the project and variances 

to the East Grand Avenue Zoning Overlay Dis-

trict.
The overlay district limits building heights 

to three stories, building sizes to 75,000 

square feet and building footprints to 25,000 

square feet on Grand from Ayd Mill Road east 

to Dale Street. The proposed building would 

have a footprint of 30,500 square feet and a 

total floor area of 124,000 square feet. 

The redevelopment of 695 Grand has 

sparked months of debate in the surrounding 

Summit Hill and Summit-University neigh-

borhoods. Supporters say it will bring needed 

vitality to Grand Avenue and provide space 

for new businesses and housing. Opponents 

contend that it will change the character of 

Grand, create traffic and parking congestion 

and tower over adjacent properties, robbing 

them of natural light and openness.

The building would have 80 apartments on 

its four upper floors and space for four busi-

nesses on the ground floor, including Em-

mett’s, Saji-Ya and a third as yet unnamed 

restaurant. The Kenefick family, longtime 

owner of the commercial building at 695 

Grand, has partnered with developer Reuter 

Walton on the project. A previous attempt by 

the Keneficks to redevelop the site met vehe-

ment neighborhood opposition in 2018 and 

was quickly shelved.

The Planning Commission debated the 

project at length on July 23. At the heart of the 

debate was the East Grand Avenue Zoning 

Overlay District.
The zoning district was created in 2006 

to limit the size of new buildings and in that 

way preserve the character of the area and dis-
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CITY BEAT
Edgcumbe residents 
sue to block city’s plan 

for new sidewalks c4

HIGHLAND BRIDGE

Revisions eyed for lot 

coverage requirements 

on former Ford site c5
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New luxury apartments 
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to those 55 & older c6
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BZA postpones action 

on affordable housing 
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EDUCATION

Contact Gary for details
651-699-1462 • gball@myvillager.com

(Some restrictions apply)

NEW ADVERTISING PACKAGES
Buy your print ad and get an
online ad for 50% off!

HIRING NEW EMPLOYEES IS HARD!
Place your ad in our Help Wanted section. 
Suggestions: Company name, location, 
description of work & requirements, 
benefits, hours, phone, email and website. 
That’s it! Find the right candidate from our 
strong readership. We’re talking results!

September 29 
Deadline Sept. 22

October 13 
Deadline Oct. 6

651-699-1462 • WantAds@MyVillager.com
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
computer/internet/TV  

HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On site, 
free pickup, delivery, troubleshoot-
ing, upgrades, virus spyware removal, 
networking wired and wireless, in-
stallation. Great rates. 10 years in 
Highland. 651-698-7519; 651-470-3792. 

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service 
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-
207-8276.

office/PROOFREADING
WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription. 
Typing. Copy Editing. Legal, academic, 
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN
PROFESSIONAL WORDPRESS and 
WEBSITE DESIGN, development and 
maintenance. Graphic design of 
logos, flyers, invitations, newsletters, 
catalogs, brochures, etc. Also custom 
signs made to order for holiday gifts, 
businesses, sales, weddings, retire-
ment, etc. Fast, reasonable and local. 
25+ years’ experience. For details, text 
612-860-5137 or visit VelvetElvis.com

SEWING/TAILORING
HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations. 
Tailoring. Women. Men. 712 South 
Cleveland. 651-698-6117. Highland 
Tailors.com

CHILD CARE
LICENSED CHILD care. Now has 2 in-
fant spots open, 4 available spots 
open in all. Jeanne Masanz. 651- 
332-4444. Near Smith High Bridge.

ENTERTAINMENT
SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; weddings, 
private parties; listen at www.john 
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.

music instruction
PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University. 
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All 
Ages. Online lessons available. Gene 
Swanson, 651-269-6983.

PIANO TUNING/ REPAIR
GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered piano 
tuner/technician. See website for 
coupon. 651-644-3111.

TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys? Excellent 
Service. Call/Text Torger, 651- 
230-0193.

ROOMMATES WANTED
ROOMMATE WANTED. 2-bedroom, 
2-bath, furnished. Washer/dryer in 
unit. Pool/exercise room/controlled 
entry/bbq pits/jacuzzi/fireplace. No 
smoking, pet friendly. Rent $550 per 
month, does not include utilities. 
Located: River Crossing Apartments, 
1730 Graham Avenue West. Contact 
Joanne; 651-398-3753.

SNOW/LAWN/LANDSCAPE

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help you in-
stall. Horticulture Degree, U of MN. 
Certified Nursery and Landscape 
Pro fe ss i o n a l .  L i v i n g  S pa ce 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 612-
868-7787; LandscapesByScott.com

CNT SNOW REMOVAL and Lawn Care. 
Hedge trimming. Highland resident. 
Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Dean, 651-298-0781.

SEASONAL CLEANUP. Brush removal, 
light tree trimming, rototilling, haul-
ing. Jud, 651-230-2354.

URBANSCAPES. FLOWER & VEGETABLE 
BED MAINTENANCE, WEEDING, 
WATERING ETC. SMALL TREE & SHRUB 
PRUNING. WINTER SNOW SHOVELING. 
CALL MARTEY, 651-917-7982.

SHOVELING. Macalester area. Weekly, 
monthly, seasonal rates. Call/text Jim: 
612-202-5514.

housecleaning
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable 
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates 
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

NICCI MAIDS. Professional House    
cleaning Services. Bonded and in-
sured. References. 651-253-5561.

MB’S CLEANING SERVICE. 28 years in 
business. Seasonal cleaning specials. 
$50 off 1st cleaning. Gift certificates. 
651-225-1960. mbscleaning.com

L + A CLEAN MACHINE. Quality service. 
Good pricing. Residential and com-
mercial cleaning. 770-837-1333.

QUALITY CLEANING you can depend 
on. 612-414-9241. 20+ years’ experi-
ence.

GREEN CLEAN your Home. Non-toxic 
cleaning. Healthier for your fam-
ily and the environment. Visit us at 
SuperiorGreenCleaning.com or call 
651-239-8752.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Personal 
touch. 10+ years’ experience. 
References. Letitia, 651-242-6523.

COMMERCIAL CLEANING
GREEN CLEAN your Business. Non-
toxic cleaning. Healthier for your em-
ployees, customers, and the 
environment. Visit us at Superior 
GreenCleaning.com or call 651- 
239-8752.

HEALTH & FITNESS
TAKE OFF Pounds Sensibly with TOPS 
chapter in Roseville Weekly meeting 
and weigh in. Tuesday mornings. 
Supportive, friendly, inexpensive. All 
welcome. For more info; Mari, 651- 
783-2343.

Continued

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

651-497-9891

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR 
& TuCkpoinTing

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

ConCrete & 
Masonry

new, repair & replace
step repair

Bobcat • Dump Truck
Demolition • Landscaping

Gary 651-423-6666

Landscape

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com
651•436•6568

Jeff Menard

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls

patios – steps – Walks
      

Chad Arneson

Rating

LANDSCAPING 
& MATERIALS
Sand, gravel, topsoil & 

compost delivered
Call Botany Bob @ 651-271-7462

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

Stump Grinding &
Ash Tree Injection
 ISA Certified Arborist
Dave  651 492 5216

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,

exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.
Call 651644-8567

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

ABEL’S CONCRETE

CELL: 651263-6572
FREE ESTIMATES

New & Repair • Foundation Repair
Brick • Tuckpointing • Concrete
Chimney Repair • Glass Block
Windows • Sidewalks & Steps

Remodeling • Painting • Roofing

LICENSED
INSURED

BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
• Installation  • Repair  • Refinishing
• Sanding (Dust Free)  • 18 yrs exp

Free Estimates
 651-230-7232    952-292-2349
 escobarflooring@gmail.com

      HYDEAND
     HARMSEN
 C O N S T R U C T I O N

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

651-373-1264
PanianConstruction.com

#BC319518Est. 1976

Repair & Rebuild

Tuckpointing
Chimneys

Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

Small Concrete Jobs
Bobcat & Dump Truck

Total Lawn Maintenance
Landscaping Projects
Shrub Maintenance

kernlawnservice.com
In business since 1984

Major Credit Cards aCCepted
651.207.5396

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

New CoNstruCtioN 
decks, doors, porches,

restoration & more

JL
OF

serViCes

651-276-8233

Remodel
Renovate
RestoRe

RUG CLEANING
Free pick up & delivery

Free Sanitizer application
Cleaned with non-toxic products

NatureWise ChemDry
651-341-0933 Text or Call
naturewisechemdry.com
West 7th ~ Locally Owned

HELP WANTED
Get paid to exercise!
Newspaper delivery people for both employee

and independent contractor positions.
Weekday and weekend routes available.

No early morning delivery.

CONTACT Kyle Stone at 651-487-1328
Independent Delivery Service

440 West Minnehaha Ave., St. Paul, MN 55103

Replace Your
Storm Windows

Wrought Iron
PaIntIng

Free Estimates
Mark 651.253.1436

InterConnect
Landscaping LLC

Family Owned

651-925-7356
No project too small.
• Lawn care   • Snow removal

• All landscaping projects
• Junk removal

interconnectlandscaping.com

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

ISA Certified Arborists
Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough
Tree Service

ConCrete
Sidewalks & Steps

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
BRICK, BLOCK

& stuCCO RepaIR
Over 25 yrs. Experience

Lic • Bonded • Ins
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

Don’t miss an issue
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

MyVillager.com

NEW WEBSITE
COMING SOON!

Many New Features
Subscriber Accounts 

Newsletters
Archives 

Click through
the MyVillager

Service
Directory

@
MyVillager.com

Facebook.com/TheVillagerMN/

Join the more than

7,000
people who follow

on Facebook.

Fence RepaiR
Install ALL NEW

Fence/Many Styles

Call 612-644-9589
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
2. List the Principal Place of Business: 
1360 University Ave W Suite 146 Saint 
Paul Minnesota 55104 United States 
3. List the name and complete street 
address of all persons conducting 
business under the above Assumed 
Name, OR if an entity, provide the legal 
corporate, LLC, or Limited Partnership 
name and registered office address: 
Perpetual 3D LLC; 1360 University 
Ave W Suite 146 Saint Paul Minnesota 
55104 United States 4. I, the under-
signed, certify that I am signing this 
document as the person whose sig-
nature is required, or as agent of the 
person(s) whose signature would be 
required who has authorized me to 
sign this document on his/her behalf, 
or in both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in this 
document is true and correct and in 
compliance with the applicable chap-
ter of Minnesota Statutes. I under-
stand that by signing this document I 
am subject to the penalties of perjury 
as set forth in Section 609.48 as if I 
had signed this document under oath. 
Date filed: August 25, 2021 Signed by: 
Ann Elenbaas Mailing Address: None 
Provided Email for Official Notices: 
annmelenbaas@gmail.com

STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The fil-
ing is required for consumer protec-
tion in order to enable consumers to 
be able to identify the true owner of 
a business. 1. List the exact assumed 
name under which the business is or 
will be conducted: VitalPath 2. List 
the Principal Place of Business: 1758 
Terrace Drive, Roseville, MN 55113 3. 
List the name and complete street 
address of all persons conducting 
business under the above Assumed 
Name, OR if an entity, provide the legal 
corporate, LLC, or Limited Partnership 
name and registered office address: 
Catheter and Medical Design LLC; 1758 
Terrace Drive, Roseville, MN 55113. 
VitalDyne Medical LLC; 400 Cokate 
St E, Cokato MN 55321 4. I, the under-
signed, certify that I am signing this 
document as the person whose sig-
nature is required, or as agent of the 
person(s) whose signature would be 
required who has authorized me to 
sign this document on his/her behalf, 
or in both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in this 
document is true and correct and in 
compliance with the applicable chap-
ter of Minnesota Statutes. I under-
stand that by signing this document I 
am subject to the penalties of perjury 
as set forth in Section 609.48 as if I 
had signed this document under oath. 
Date filed: August 19, 2021 Signed by: 
Connie Beck Mailing Address: None 
provided Email for Official Notices: 
cs@vitalpath.com

for rent - residential
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment 
Homes available in the Highland 
Park and Crocus Hill areas. Call 
651-698-6111 today for rental in-
formation on several communities 
professionally managed by Mid 
Continent Management Corp. 

710 LINCOLN AVENUE. Third floor in 
elegant home. Separate entrance. 
2 bedroom, 1 bath. $1475 includes 
utilities. Craigslist: 7368487859. 651-
227-3916.

LEGAL NOTICES
STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The filing 
is required for consumer protection in 
order to enable consumers to be able 
to identify the true owner of a busi-
ness. 1. List the exact assumed name 
under which the business is or will be 
conducted: Vote Yes 4 Minneapolis 2. 
List the Principal Place of Business: 231 
Maria Avenue, St. Paul Minnesota 
55106 United States 3. List the name 
and complete street address of all per-
sons conducting business under the 
above Assumed Name, OR if an entity, 
provide the legal corporate, LLC, or 
Limited Partnership name and regis-
tered office address: Vote Yes 4 
Minneapolis; 231 Maria Avenue, St. 
Paul Minnesota 55106 United States 4. 
I, the undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or as 
agent of the person(s) whose signa-
ture would be required who has au-
thorized me to sign this document on 
his/her behalf, or in both capacities. I 
further certify that I have completed 
all required fields, and that the infor-
mation in this document is true and 
correct and in compliance with the 
applicable chapter of Minnesota 
Statutes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the pen-
alties of perjury as set forth in Section 
609.48 as if I had signed this document 
under oath. Date filed: March 19, 2021 
Signed by: Emily Falenczykowski-
Scott Mailing Address: None Provided 
Email for Official Notices: emily. 
susann@gmail.com

STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with ex-
clusive rights to that name. The filing 
is required for consumer protection in 
order to enable consumers to be able 
to identify the true owner of a busi-
ness. 1. List the exact assumed name 
under which the business is or will 
be conducted: A E R E Consulting LLC 

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service
 • Clean • Repair • Install
  www.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured               Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson    651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/
    Skim Coating
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                          HEATING INC.

 651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Quality brush &
stump removal
• Small Tree Removal  • Tree Prunning
• Hedge/Shrub Removal & Trimming

                   612-369-1987No Job too Small  
Call Mike Arborist

Exteriors by DesignExteriors by Design

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior

• Free Estimates • References

                  Call Jesse 651-206-2454
#BC738852 ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

Odis quia volor magnist, velique et quam quam, unt adit ab init ommod quam et eat 
volupta quiate la cus, sequi repro expelique et que elis quias magnate laut moluptati cor 
alibusc iatium aut estotas mi, odit, sam fugias ut fugit, odigent oressequi num sitae nul-
lantem quia nonse oditioresto que vendemp orectem porate vidionsequis dolore pressim 
non consecaboria sim sit apiet quundam, qui re eosa intur. Buy it from Merriam Park 
Repair, 444 N. Prior, Saint Paul. 651-645-1443. www.YourWebSiteHere.com

Merriam Park Repair

Merriam Park Repair
444 N. Prior • St. Paul, MN  55104 • 651-645-1443

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

Small EnginE REpaiR
We service most makes and sell nEW!
•• In business since 1989 ••

Pickup & Delivery
• Established 1989 •

444 N. Prior • St. Paul  55104 • 651-645-1443
Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

Lic. #RR155317Licensed • Bonded • Insured
PatesRoofing.com

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

BASEMENT WINDOW GUY
Replacement Windows 
Glass Block Windows
FREE ESTIMATES  651-208-8210
BasementWindowGuy.com
Lic: BC646746   Frank Gardner Construction LLC

www.harlanfl oors.com • 612-251-4290

Local Service for Over 40 Years

• Installation
• Restoration
• Repairs
• Buff & Coat
“ We don’t cut corners – 
we scrape them!”

Harlan Hardwood SWJ NR2 2cx2.indd   1 7/22/11   5:22 PMMike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

You need 
a patio or 
landscape 
update! 

24 HR EmERgEncy SERvicE
Tree Removal/Tree & 

Shrub Pruning & More
★ ★ 32 Years Exp ★ ★ 651.690.3200

allseasonstreemn.com

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

SPECIAL
Home Improvement Section
PAGE 10

 

 

  

Find us online at

MCQBRos.CoM
MinneaPolis & st. Paul

612.888.8207

WHOLE HOME
CLIMATE CONTROL

FREE SECOND OPINION • ESTIMATE MATCH
Call 612.888.8207 todaY!

LEGAL NOTICES

651-699-1462
Call for details

(some restrictions apply)

We NoW ACCept

Legal
Notices!

Schedule Your Fall & Winter  
Tree Trimming and Shrub Prunning.

Roger Gatz @ 651  699-7022
  rogertree.com  Your Neighborhood Certified Arborist
Trimming • STump removal • removalS – Fall & winTer

Roger’s
Tree

Service



    

coldwellbankerhomes.com

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

  

     

     

1676 Mississippi RiveR Blvd
This mid-century home offers stunning 
views of the river valley as well as a large 
private backyard with a swimming pool.   
3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms 
and plenty of opportunity in 
the lower level.  
AnotherHomeSoldByMary.com

MAry KNUDSEN crs 
651-335-6619 • $765,000

2084 JaMes avenue   
Loaded with charm and character, this 3 
bedroom, 2 bath, 2-story home is a perfect 
10. Contact David Noyes Jr for details 
regarding all of the fabulous 
updates within this quintes-
sential Mac-Groveland home.
dnoyesjr@cbburnet.com 

DAviD NoyES jr.
651-233-0748 • $475,000 

histoRic and Renowned!
Famous Cass Gilbert 2-story plus red brick row 
house in Ramsey Hill, features 3 BR, 2 BA, 3 
fireplaces, with over 2600 fsf and has been com-
pletely renovated with AC & new 
roof in 2021. Open and airy, sunny 
and bright, you will love the lush 
garden patio! Call for Details.

SArAH KiNNEy AND FriENDS 
651-497-4387

wondeRful cathedRal hill condo!
This Cathedral Hill condo gushes w/character & charm, 
and is pristine and restored to its original beauty. It has 
a newly updated kitchen w/SS appliances, new coun-
tertops, & an abundance of hickory 
cabinets. You will love the fabulous bal-
cony with tree-top & magical cathedral 
views!  Call for details.

SArAH KiNNEy AND FriENDS
651-270-6409

SArAH KiNNEy
AND FriENDS 
651-270-6409

www.sarahkinney.com

f. scott fitZGeRald BRownstone!
Once the home of F. Scott Fitzgerald, this fabulous end-unit 
brownstone is in like-new condition! Beautifully designed 
craftsman style interior and luxury finishes throughout! 
Professionally updated from top-to-bottom with spectacular 
owner’s suite including, jetted tub, walk-in tiled shower, 
double vanities, customized closets and walk-out to your own 
personal outdoor oasis! Call for details.

new list in west saint paul!
Sprawling executive all-brick rambler offers 4 
bedrooms, 3 baths, including main  floor own-
er’s suite with connecting sun room and porch.  
Lower level family room with 
gas fireplace,  3 bedrooms, plus 
extensive landscaping with pri-
vate patio. Call Lolly for details!

lolly MCNEEly SAlMEN 
612-810-4138 • $549,900

lolly MCNEEly SAlMEN 
612-810-4138
MorAGHAN DeroSiA
952-486-3697

34 kenwood pkwy-RefReshed with new pRice!  
Rare opportunity offers spectacular location w/panoramic 
views is this late 20’s Clarence Johnston design. Stately 
stone 4BR, 4BA 2 story w/state-of-the-art improvements 
from roof to windows to mechanicals. Sun-drenched 
formal and informal areas await. Absolutely captivating!
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one owneR hoMe in desnoyeR paRk!    
This charming rambler home features a living 
room with wood burning FP & brick surround, 
a spacious kitchen with an informal dining nook 
and 3 season porch that opens 
to the backyard deck. Main floor 
features 3 beds and full bath.
www.SaintPaulCharmer.com

KriStA woltEr 
612-247-5106 • $340,000

chaRMinG 2 stoRy on osceola avenue!    
This charming two-story includes a main 
floor sunroom, wood burning brick FP, a 
newer screened porch off of the kitchen 
that is perfect for summertime 
entertaining. Three BRs, full 
BA and a private deck upstairs.
www.SaintPaulCharmer.com

KriStA woltEr 
612-247-5106 • $450,000

condo livinG on GRand ave!    
Enjoy main floor living at its best w/hardwood flooring, 
2-sided gas fireplace, west & south facing deck and 
main floor sunroom/den. The gourmet kitchen has a 
stand alone Miele wall oven w/sepa-
rate gas cooktop above it, a warming 
drawer and custom cabinetry.
www.SaintPaulCondo.com

KriStA woltEr 
612-247-5106 • $630,000
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eleGant GeoRGian Revival!    
Gorgeous 6 bedroom home in Merriam Park’s 
Pill Hill.  Over 4,100 square feet with beautiful 
woodwork, hardwood floors, and central air.  
2121 Iglehart. www.wahlbergtoohey.com

MiCHAElA tooHEy 
PHiliP wAHlbErG 
651-336-2410
$825,000

clean & BRiGht on st claiR!    
Walk to all that Summit Hill has to offer from 
this updated 3BR/2BA property! Clean and 
bright with central air, newer windows, hard-
wood floors, and a fenced backyard. 1156 St. 
Clair. www.wahlbergtoohey.com
MiCHAElA tooHEy 
PHiliP wAHlbErG 
651-336-2410
$325,000

Just listed!!!
1857 Rolling Green Curve: Stunning 3 BR, 3 
bath home in immaculate condition. Gleaming 
hardwood floors in the family sized kitchen, 
and entertainment sized living 
and dining rooms. Fabulous 
back yard with inground pool, 
deck, patio and porch.     
         jiM bUrtoN
  651-690-8556 • $549,000

philip m. wahlberg
651-336-2410

mOraghaN DerOSia
952-486-3697

peTer DONOVaN
651-336-8050

miChele DumOND
651-283-7996

TOm eDelSTeiN, CrS
heNry eDelSTeiN, CrS

651-695-4300

abe gleeSON
651-329-1990

Sarah kiNNey
maTChmaker

651-231-2211

kaThryN keNNeDy
612-558-6488

lOlly mCNeely
SalmeN

612-810-4138

DaViD NOyeS, Jr. 
real eSTaTe grOup

651-233-0748

JOe uebel
651-341-3599

Jim SeabOlD
651-276-8555

rObbie grOSSmaN
651-434-7887

miChaela TOOhey
651-253-6830

kriSTa wOlTer
612-247-5106

TOm & mike DiSTaD
612-275-1343

mya hONeywell
The hiVe

651-329-3619

Sue JOhNSON
gOOD COmpaNy
651-329-1264

briaN wagNer, m.eD.
651-497-4387

aNiTa C. hill
651-707-6408

Deb SOuCheray
651-263-0552

Jim burTON
651-690-8556

kareN kelJik
612-414-3245

steps to the villaGe!
This exceptionally spacious 4BR, 4BA gem 
boasts lovely hardwood floors, living room w/FP, 
formal dining. Enjoy the inviting sunroom, hand-
some den! Upper level study, 
finished LL, new carpet, 2-car. 
669 Howell Street South. *click 
on www.teamedelstein.com  

HENry EDElStEiN crs
651-276-1770 • $550,000

instantly appealinG!
Discover this exceptional 4-bedroom, 2-bath 
jewel, offering lovely hardwood floors, formal din-
ing, 2 gas fireplaces. Special amenities include 
heated floors, new windows and 
carpet. Fabulous family room, 
large patio, 2-car! *click on www.
teamedelstein.com  

HENry EDElStEiN crs
651-270-1667 • $415,000

183 elM stReet
Spacious and light filled, come see all that 
this renovated townhome has to offer! Many 
updates include hardwood floors, high-end 
shutters, designer fixtures, new 
carpet and newer mechanicals. 
Beautiful natural light through-
out all three levels. 

MorAGHAN DeroSiA 
952-486-3697 • $489,900

west 7th  GeM!   
Well-loved classic and spacious 1900 built 
home in a private setting and yet walkable to 
so much! Stained glass windows, original built-
ins, high ceilings, charming wrap 
around porch! Gorgeous easy 
care gardens. 520 Jefferson Ave.
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE joHNSoN crs, Gri
651-329-1264

easy livinG!   
1390 Carling Ave Unit 106.
Wonderful condo in MacLaren Hills in 
Como.  In unit laundry, underground heat-
ed parking. See it today!
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

   SUE joHNSoN crs, Gri
651-329-1264
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GRowinG GReat coMMunities!     
The Robbie Grossman Group sold this 
beautiful Highland Park home over list price 
in 4 days, with multiple offers. Call us today 
to discuss how we can do the 
same for you!

robbieGrossmanGroup.com

   robbiE GroSSMAN
       651-434-7887
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