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PO Box 562, Ironton 56455 
 218-821-1393 By Appointment Only

Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626
Chiropractic • Acupuncture • Massage • NeuroMetabolic Care • Guided Weight Loss • Slim Laser • Magnesphere Resonance Therapy 

SHIFT CLINIC
Integrative Medicine To gain access to our Patient Hub,  just text your name and email to (218) 851-9626

 
Schedule your first appointment by October 15, 2021 and receive a

FREE Chronic Lyme Consultation* *Up to 15 
Minutes

Fever
Chills
Fatigue
Weakness
Arthritis
Muscle Soreness 
Involuntary Movements
Lack of Muscle Coordination

Fever
Chills
Fatigue
Weakness
Arthritis
Muscle Soreness 
Involuntary Movements
Lack of Muscle Coordination

• In Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) • Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door 

Appliance Service & Repair
Aitkin

218-927-2027
1-888-450-8845

For more information call

Frigidaire
White-Westinghouse

Gibson
Kelvinator

Tappan 
Electrolux

Asko

  

Maytag
KitchenAid 

Amana
Jenn-Air

Roper
Whirlpool
Crosley

Amana Commercial Products
Frigidaire Commercial Products 
Kelvinator Commercial Products
Electrolux Commercial Products

Authorized 
Platinum 

Star Service

Serving All Makes • Over 35 Years Experience

jlblak@embarqmail.com

UNCLAIMED 
FREIGHT NORTH

TOOLS • GIFTS • HOUSEHOLD • LIVING ROOM• BEDROOM • DINING

WE HAVE LIVE BAIT

 PROPANE AVAILABLE 
including for 
Motor Homes

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9-5 • Hwy. 210 West, Aitkin • 218-927-6446
GREAT SELECTION OF MATCHING COUCHES LOVE SEATS CHAIRS AND SECTIONALS 

SYMBOL MATTRESS
TRUCKLOAD SALE!

Twin Mattress & Box     $25998

Full Mattress & Box       $30998 

Queen Mattress & Box  $36998 

King Mattress & Box     $69998 

Motorists honked 
as they went by or 
stopped and jumped 
out to snap a photo of 
the flag display, which 
was to be removed by 
dusk on Sept. 11. 

Through smooth and 
rocky roads over 20 
years, we are still here 
and the Star Spangled 
banner yet waves, o’er 
the land of the free and 
the home of the brave. 

By ANN SCHWARTZ
Just as it had been on Sep-

tember 11, 2001, September 
11, 2021 dawned bright and 
sunny under a blue autum-
nal sky.

Near the courthouse in 
Aitkin, sounds included the 
flapping of flags, bagpipes 
and shouts of children.

The Aitkin Fire Depart-
ment led a 9/11 Remem-
brance that included a walk, 
the singing of the National 
Anthem and speeches by 
Rep. Dale Lueck, R-Aitkin; 
Fire Chief Brian Pisarek and 
Minnesota Deputy Commis-
sioner of Public Safety Bruce 

West. Jeff Erhet of the state 
fire marshal’s office was also 
present. 

“It does my heart good to 
see you here,” said Pisarek, 
before introducing West.

“We remember the fear, 
sadness and anger. Our 
world and our lives up-
ended on 9/11, how safe 
we felt or didn’t feel. Brave 
men and women who had 
never thought of becoming 
a firefighter signed up to do 
the job,” West told the group 
comprised of firefighters, first 
responders, police, families 
and citizens of all ages from 
babies to grandparents.

After West spoke, 
firefighters took turns 
reading the names of 
emergency personnel 
who perished on 9/11. 

Prior to the solemn 
ceremony, there was a 
bit of a family reunion 
feeling at the site. Fire-
fighters and families 
took photos in front of 
the flags that lined the 
lawn. There was also 
a flag hung from a fire 
truck ladder and fire-
fighter turnout gear. A 
flag at half-staff also snapped 
at the high school flagpole 
across the street.

With flags and solemn displays communities remember 9/11

Jeff Ehret, state fire marshal’s office and 
Bruce West, deputy commissioner of pub-
lic safety in Minnesota. Ann Schwartz photo

Leading the parade in Aitkin was a vintage fire truck with fire chief Brian Pisarek (driving) and 
retired fire chief Rich Fannamel. 

The Crosby Police Department partnered with the Crosby 
Fire Department to honor the victims of the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks with this display in downtown Crosby.
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Call Eric at 
218-821-1393

16413 Highway 371, Brainerd, MN  56401 • 218-828-3020
2 Miles North of Baxter on 371 • www.371furniture.com

371sales@gmail.com • Hours: 9-6 Mon - Sat; 11-4 Sun

Buy It 
Today... 
Have It 
Today!*

on Select Clearance Items!

* on In Stock Items

SummerSummer

50% to 80% off 

— Lots of Odds and Ends! —
Get Your Best Deal on Odd Loveseats, 
Chairs, Dining Chairs, Barstools, Etc!

HUGE
 DISCOUNTS!

Buy It Today
 - Have It  Today!

 Locally 

Owned 
and

 Operated

 80% off 
(Compare Price)

Keeps those 
around it 
warm on 

cool days!

Perfect
 for your 
outdoor 

entertaining 
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CASH 4  JUNK CARS
AND MACHINERY
Call 218-839-3371

RILEY’S NAPA 
AUTO SUPPLY

AITKIN • 218-927-2153

 LARGEST 
SELECTION 
of hydraulic hose & fittings

up thru 2” 4 wire 

MINNESOTA’S

rileyautosupply.com

ONE OF

For Delivery or Pickup
1-888-450-3460

Washed Sand • Washed Rock
Class 5 Gravel • Fill Sand

Crushed Concrete • Granite Accepted

AGGREGATE:

An addit ional 
24 ,000  ac res 
of habitat were 
permanently pro-
tected through 
U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service 
acquisitions and 
by the DNR as 
Wildlife Man-
agement Areas 
(WMAs).

Many publicly owned 
lands are open to hunting, 
as are private lands enrolled 
in the state’s Walk-In Access 
program. Hunters can use 
the DNR’s online mapping 
tools to find WMAs at mnd-
nr.gov/wmas, and the DNR 
Recreation Compass to help 
locate state hunting grounds 
and private lands enrolled in 

the Walk-In Access program, 
including updates on the con-
dition of specific properties.
How the DNR conducts the 
roadside wildlife survey 

Monitoring pheasant pop-
ulation trends is part of the 
DNR’s annual August road-
side wildlife survey, which 
began in 1955. Wildlife 
managers and conservation 
officers in the farmland re-

gions conduct the 
survey during the first 
half of August. This 
year’s survey consist-
ed of 163 25-mile-
long routes, with 148 
routes located in the 
pheasant range.

Observers drive 
each route in early 
morning and record 

the number of farmland wild-
life game species they see. 
The data provide an index 
of species abundance and 
are used to monitor annual 
fluctuations and long-term 
population trends of pheas-
ants, gray (Hungarian) par-
tridge, eastern cottontail rab-
bits, white-tailed jackrabbits, 
mourning doves, Sandhill 
cranes, and white-tailed deer.

Pheasant numbers have 
declined by 25 percent from 
2020, but numbers remained 
on par with the 10-year aver-
age, according to the Minne-
sota Department of Natural 
Resources’ annual roadside 
wildlife survey.

“While the decline from 
last year sounds significant, 
pheasant numbers are actual-
ly fairly good and hunters will 
likely still see plenty of birds 
when the season opens Oct. 
16,” said Tim Lyons, DNR up-
land game research scientist. 
“This year, smoke from wild-
fires and drier-than-average 
conditions during the survey 
may have made birds less 
detectable, possibly skewing 
the index lower.”

While down from last year, 

this year’s pheasant indices 
are on par with or exceed 10-
year averages in all regions of 
the state.

Weather and habitat are 
the main influences on Min-
nesota’s pheasant population. 
Weather causes annual fluc-
tuations in pheasant num-
bers, while habitat drives 
long-term population trends.

This year’s statewide pheas-
ant index was 41 birds per 
100 miles of roads driven. All 
regions except the southeast 
saw a decline from last year in 
the pheasant index. Still, the 
southwest (63.2), south cen-
tral (49.8), and west central 
(43.3) regions all exceeded 
the statewide average and 
remain the prime pheasant 
hunting areas of the state.

Habitat factors 
Conservation Reserve Pro-

gram (CRP) acres in particular 
play a large role in provid-
ing habitat for pheasants in 
Minnesota. The program, 
authorized under the fed-
eral Farm Bill, pays farmers 
to remove environmentally 
sensitive land from agricul-
tural production and restore 
vegetation that will reduce 
soil erosion, improve water 
quality, and provide habitat 
for wildlife and pollinators.

Although expiring con-
tracts led to a decline in CRP 
acres in 2021, there was a 
net increase in conservation 
on private lands as more than 
10,000 acres were protected 
through other federal and 
state set-aside programs. 

Drought conditions prove challenging for pheasants and observers

continue our efforts to reduce 
wildfires; fires can start easily 
in dry grass and leaves.”  

Forrest Boe, Director of 

DNR’s Forestry Division, ap-
preciates the continued sup-
port of all Minnesotans in 
following wildfire-related re-

strictions, saying, “Everyone’s 
efforts to prevent wildfires are 
helping. Thank you and let’s 
keep it up through the fall.”

Continued favorable weath-
er has improved wildfire risk 
for much of northern Minne-
sota. In response, the Minne-
sota Department of Natural 
Resources is removing fire 
restrictions in 14 counties.

Burning restrictions were 
lifted Sept. 15 in Beltrami, 

Becker, Cass, Clearwater, 
Crow Wing, Hubbard, Itasca, 
Koochiching, Lake of the 
Woods, Mahnomen, Ottertail, 
St. Louis, Roseau, and Wade-
na counties. 

However, the wildfire risk 
in remains in the northeastern 
tip of Minnesota. Therefore, 

Class III burning restrictions 
remain in effect for in Cook 
and Lake counties. Under 
Class III restrictions. 

DNR acting Wildfire Pre-
vention Supervisor, Allissa 
Reynolds cautions, “Until we 
have a few inches of snow on 
the ground, we all need to 

Wildfire-related burning restrictions lifted in 14 counties

Mark your calendar and 
plan on recognizing another 
great year in the Cuyuna Lakes 
at the Chamber’s Annual Din-
ner, Viva Cuyuna Lakes, on 
Thursday evening, Sept. 23, 
at Grand Casino Mille Lacs 
in Onamia. 

Celebrate the end of a won-
derful summer and the be-
ginning of beautiful autumn 
while enjoying networking 
with Cuyuna’s leading busi-
nesspeople at an evening 
out on the town with no host 

cocktails, appetizers and an 
expertly prepared fresh and 
flavorful meal by Mille Lacs 
Grand Casino catering.

Viva Cuyuna Lakes will be 
a casino-themed event with 
a social hour and gambling 
games starting at 6 p.m. The 
dinner program at 7 p.m. will 
include a keynote presenta-
tion, report to membership 
and award ceremony to hon-
or the Business of the Year 
and Volunteer of the year 
by Chamber President Matt 

Larson and Executive Director 
Brielle Bredsten.  

On the dinner menu choic-
es are Boursin chicken, an 
airline breast in an herb crust 
filled with Boursin cheese 
over sherry demi glaze and 
roasted baby red potatoes; 
filet mignon, a 6-ounce ba-
con-wrapped with Bearnaise 
sauce and Au Gratin potatoes; 
or vegetarian butternut squash 
ravioli, topped with pecans 
and a browned butter sage 
sauce. All choices will be 
served with a mixed green 
salad and spiced walnuts, 
craisins and raspberry vinai-
grette.

Special thanks to Grand 
Tickets are $50 per person; 
reserved tables for eight are 
$450. Semi-formal attire is 
suggested. Masks are required 
by the casino. Reservations 
should be made by Wednes-
day, Sept. 15 and can be made 
by calling 218-546-8131.

Viva Cuyuna Lakes Annual Dinner
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Hoppers Helper’s Service Directory
Shoe Repair  

Harting Shoe Repair 509 Washington Street, Brainerd. 
Drop Stations: Crystal Cleaner Crosby 218-829-
2496 tfn

Upholstery  
D R U K  U P H O L S T E R Y •  2 1 8 . 7 6 3 . 3 2 4 2 
Family owned 50+ years. NOW servicing the 
BRAINERD LAKES AREA! Residential and commercial 
upholstering. Free estimates. Free pick up and delivery. 
http:// www.drukupholstery.com  w41

Contractors  
R a d t k e  R e m o d e l i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Garages 
N e w  A d d i t i o n s  •  P o l e  B u i l d i n g s  • 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  •  I n s u l a t i o n 
D e a n  R a d t k e ,  A i t k i n .  L i c .  # 2 0 1 0 8 7 5 8 
www.radtkeremode l ingconst ruc t ion .com   
218-678-3403• 218-839-6103 2018w39

     Heating & Air Conditioning  
Ken’s  Heat ing  & Mobi le  Home Supply  
LP & Natura l  Gas  •  Nat iona l ly  Cer t i f ied 
Service Technician  –  over 30 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial  •  Mobile Home 
Heating and Air Conditioning • RV’s/Supplies 
218-821-6720  •  Aitkin • kensheatingllc.com  w47 2020

Automotive  
Pete’s Auto Detailing The only service 
that comes to you! Mobile Auto and Boat 
Detailing Service for Your Vehicles Call 
Pete today for info (218) 838-5487 w18

Appliance Sales & Service
Jim Blakesley Appliance Service & Repair 
218-927-2027 • 1-888-450-8845 • Aitkin 
Washers, Dryers, Stoves, Refrigerators, Air  
Condit ions, Sept ic Protectors, and MORE. 
Authorized Platinum Star Service. tfn

Computers  
C a l l  B i l l y  “ M a c ”  ( B i l l y  H o f f s ) 
218-851-9990 or email bhoffs@mac.com  
All things Mac, from purchasing new or used, to teaching, 
to repairs “Friendly & Honest” I make house calls tfn

Insurance

 
4  l o c a t i o n s  t o  s e r v e  y o u 
Ai tk in  218-927-3712  •  Onamia  320-532-3235 
• Isle 320-676-3795 • Grand Marias 218-387-1540 

Pet Care Service
Dogpatch • 218-927-4353 Expert Pet Grooming & 
Boarding Services. West of Aitkin on Cedar Brook Rd.  SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES 

5 lines for $15.00 per week
4 lines for $12.00 per week
3 lines for $9.00 per week

Hoppers Helper’s Service Directory

READER RIBBETSCOMMUNITY EVENTS

Community Events, Births, Open Houses, 
Engagements, Weddings & are published FREE!  
Send your e-mail to  hopper@crosbyironton.net

 Got an interesting photo and story to share?
 Just send it to hopper@crosbyironton.net, 
along with your name, city and a description of the photo. 
We also accept news and community events. 
You may see your submission next week in the NewsHopper!

Send Us Your Photos! 

An important aspect of serv-
ing your city, county, state, or 
any elected position, is repre-
sentation. It is ok for a politi-
cian to think, but what they 
think personally is not more 
important than what’s best for 
the community. Politicians are 
our servants. Our stewards to 
protecting and defending our 
Constitution which is what 
the oath of office is about. It 
seems power has gone to their 
heads and our local and state 
politicians have lost their sense 
of servitude. If that is the case, 
they need to resign or be forced 
from office peacefully.

Walz’s service is an epic fail-
ure, he allowed Minneapolis to 
burn, gave his adult daughter 
access to confidential informa-
tion which she shared with the 
public and rioters. His inaction 
placed Minnesota in danger. 
Two lives were lost as Walz 
monitored how he was trend-

Throughout our new oper-
ations center project, trans-
parency and due diligence 
have been Mille Lacs Energy’s 
number one priority. We made 
a promise to you, our members, 
to keep you informed every 
step of the way. As of the 1st of 
September, we finally have ex-
citing news to share! Permitting 
for a driveway and turn lane 
from Highway 169 has been 
fully approved for the piece of 
land MLEC purchased in 2020. 
We have been patiently waiting 
for this approval so we can 
move forward. Construction 
on the driveway begins Sep-
tember 8th.   

As you all know, we are 
still many steps away from the 
possibility of opening the doors 
to a new, efficient, and updated 
operations center. Steps that re-
quire the successful conclusion 
of all prior steps before moving 
on to the next. Please know we 
are keeping an open mind and 
continually doing research to 
make sure that the chosen loca-
tion is the best possible home 
for the future of MLEC. We have 
taken into consideration input 
from our members, contacted 
landowners, and even looked 
at five additional parcels of 
land within the last 45 days. 
With all our efforts, we keep 
coming back to our purchased 
land near the junction of High-
way 169 and Highway 18.

Once construction is com-

ing on social media during the 
riots. Minnesota is not safe with 
Walz in office, he is willing to 
place us at risk at the drop of 
a hat. Walz needs to go, not 
at election time, not when he 
says, not when he thinks, when 
we tell him to.

Our rights, freedoms, life, 
liberty, and happiness come 
first, not what politicians think, 
feel, or believe personally. 
Most of us take our jobs seri-
ously, we place pride in our 
work, when others see our 
work, it does reflect part of who 
we are. Our politicians have 
forgotten who they work for, 
we have the right to demand 
and expect their immediate 
resignations when they stop 
working for us, it is our right 
to alter the government under 
these conditions. Exercise your 
rights 651-201-3400 demand 
Walz resign.

Kelly Avelsgard, Deerwood 

pleted on the driveway, the 
next step is putting out a Re-
quest for Proposal to architects 
and assessing bids. We have a 
lot of things in our favor right 
now, and we do not antici-
pate new construction having 
much of an impact on mem-
bers rates. With lower interest 
rates, Great River Energy’s 
anticipated wholesale power 
rate reductions, and MLEC’s 
strong financial position, an 
extremely conservative 10-
Year Financial Forecast does 
not anticipate a rate increase 
for MLEC members until 2027 
– even with the addition of 
a new operations center and 
on-going fiber expansion. With 
this being said, if the cost for a 
new operations center is out of 
reach, the project will be put 
on hold, or it will simply come 
to a stop. 

When thinking of a new 
operations center, we are plan-
ning for the longevity and 
bright future of Mille Lace 
Energy Cooperative. There is no 
glass ceiling to what the next 
80 years might bring! Today, 
we’re expanding the MLEC 
Fiber offering to help our mem-
bers bridge rural America’s 
broadband accessibility gap. It 
is amazing to thing that in just 
one year’s time, we have dou-
bled the amount of connected 
MLEC Fiber Internet customers. 
Emerging opportunities span 
alternative energies, energy 

Not safe

MLEC begins driveway construction
storage, standby generators, 
distributed generation, and 
electric vehicle technologies. 
These new energy technol-
ogies mean our cooperative 
has opportunities to grow and 
expand. MLEC needs a facility 
that will match the innovative 
and technological work we 
are doing – and will do in the 
future. A new operations center 
will be built from the ground up 
with the next 80 years in mind. 

A web page on our website 
dedicated to information about 
the new facility project is 
coming soon! News sources, 
frequently asked questions, a 
project summary video, and 
contact information can all be 
found there. The web page will 
be updated frequently and will 
act as an additional resource 
for our members and foster 
effective communication. 

As always, feel free to con-
tact your elected board mem-
ber or the MLEC office with any 
questions.

MLEC is a not-for-profit, 
electric distribution cooper-
ative owned by the members 
we serve.  We provide service 
to over 13,000 members in 
parts of Aitkin, Crow Wing, and 
Mille Lacs counties. Our head-
quarters is located at 36559 US 
Highway 169, one mile east of 
Aitkin, MN.

Sarah Cron, CEO
Mille Lacs Energy Coop-

erative

September 
18th -  Nisswa Fall Festival with pancake breakfast presented by the Nisswa Fire Department, me-

dallion hunt, bean bag tournament, KIDZONE, Smokin’ Hot BBQ Challenge and a live outdoor 
concert. 

18th -  Palisade Super Sledders Snowmobile Club swap meet starts at 7 a.m., BOOYA  served 4 p.m. 
until gone, live band featuring Diesel Drive 6 p.m.-10 p.m. at intersection of Co. Rd. 3 and Co. Rd 
5  in Palisade. Call Jim at 763-568-9819 or Brian 218-839-1678 for more details.

18th - Sharing Bread Soup Kitchen serving pickup meals at 923 Oak Street in Brainerd noon-12:30 
p.m.

18th -  Gabriel’s Home, a horse rescue east of Brainerd is hosting a fundraiser 1-4 p.m. at 8118 Co. 
Rd. 108, Brainerd. People are invited to see the horses and lambs while enjoying games, silent 
auction items and hot dogs and chips with a free will offering and all donations goes right to 
feeding the horses.

18th - Brainerd Junior Jaycees Free Outdoor Movie Night: Hocus Pocus 8 p.m - 10 p.m. in Gregory 
Park, Brainerd

19th - Camp Ripley Open House 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Camp Ripley is hosting an open house. Have  you  
ever  seen  a military vehicle and  wished you could hop in for a ride? Well,  now  is  your  chance 
and it is  free  to  attend  and  all  ages  are  welcome. All adults must have a photo identification 
at the gate to enter. Please ensure the driver of the vehicle has a valid driver’s license. 

19th - Glory Baptist Church begins adult, youth and children’s Sunday school for the school year. 
www.aitkinchurch.com

20th  - Great Decisions: “The Korean Peninsula”.
23rd - 25th - Rummage Sale at Our Saviors Lutheran Church, 30985 Front Street, Pequot Lakes
24th -  Fabulous Armadillos 7 p.m. at the new Gichi-ziibi Center for the Arts in Brainerd. Call 218-855-

8199 for tickets.
24th - Free Outdoor Movie in Crosslake at the US Army Corps of Engineers Crosslake Campground. 

Bring your lawn chairs, blankets, and snacks. The movie is complimentary, while donations re-
ceived will benefit the efforts to Light Up the Dam.

25th - Brainerd Jaycee’s Streetfest -noon -4pm: Family Fun with games by Junior Jaycees and face 
painting by The Painted Turtle,   2pm-4pm: Bean Bag Tournament, 3pm-5pm: Music from Ka-
tie Ziegler, 4pm: Pie and ice cream eating contests, 5:30pm-8:00pm: Music from Bruce Archer     
5:30pm-7:30pm: Cub Foods Ribfest, 7:30pm: Cub Foods Ribfest awards,  9:00pm-12am: Music 
from Rhino 

26th - Glory Baptist Church Singspiration Join us for snacks, fellowship, and singing your favorite 
hymns 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. aitkinchurch.com

27th - Wheels Night at the McGregor Airport 5-8 p.m. Fire truck, ambulance, semi-truck, heavy equip-
ment, four wheeler, school bus anything with wheels! Life Link will be landing, weather permitting. 
Kids Plus will have a make and take project and pizza will be available for purchase.

30th - Aitkin Lions Spaghetti Feed 4:30 -6:30 p.m. $10 (Free for kids age 5 and younger) at the Aitkin 
American Legion. Proceeds will go to the South Aitkin First Responders and Aitkin Baseball.

TYKE’S CARPET Castle

Hwy. 371 North, Brainerd • 218-829-3878

Open: 9 - 5 Mon. - Sat. or by appointment

OVER 

165,000
 SQ. FT. 

IN STOCK!

 99¢ SQ. FT.

BUY IT TODAY, GET TODAY!

 REMNANTS $10.95 SQ. YD. 
OVER  400 ROLLS 

ON IN-STOCK GOODS 

SALE  $155
OR

$1395
SQ. YD. 

SQ. FT. 

All First Quality Merchandise!
OVER 

500

GOING ON NOW 

TYKE’S CARPET 

FOGS AND

 SANITIZES 

THEIR 

BUILDING 

DAILY!

TO CHOOSE 

FROM  

 TYKE’S CARPET CASTLE

BUY A
REMNANT 

FROM TYKE’S 

AND WE WILL 
BIND IT

BUY A
REMNANT 

FROM TYKE’S 

AND WE WILL 
BIND IT

Luxury VINYL PLANKING

 STARTING AT

Wed., September 29
Cook’s Choice

5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Wed., September 22
Cook’s Choice

5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Open to membership and guests.
Come and see what the Moose is about!

Aitkin Moose Lodge
22 4th St. NE, Aitkin
  located 2 blocks north

of the stoplight turn right/ left side 
218-927-2072

Hours: Mon.-Sat. open at 4 p.m. 

Hall Available for Rent (Seats 225) Weddings, 
Reunions, Graduation & Other Events

Now booking for parties. Call Lodge for info.

Woman of the Moose
Homemade Pizza 

Thurs., October 7 & 21
 (1st & 3rd  Thursdays)  

 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Meat Raffle
Every Saturday 6 p.m. 
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
* Indicates handicap accessible.  NOTE: All times are Sunday morning (a.m.) unless indicated otherwise. 

ALLIANCE 
Aitkin* — New Life; Larry Burg & John Baker, pastors; Wor-

ship in the church building 10:15 am & 6:30 pm, check the 
website for the time of service NewLifeAitkin.com; youth 
group for 7th-12th graders Wed 6:15 pm; 112 - 1st Ave. 
SW 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;  
Worship 10; www.pointway.org 

Garrison* — Pastor Michael H. Palkie; Worship 9; SS 10:30.   
Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169 

north of casino;Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449   

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Aitkin —  Interim Pastor Mark Boone; Sunday Morning 

Service 10.
Crosby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30
Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS 

at 9:30, Worship at 10:45
Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa 

Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch@gmail.com; 218-
697-2662 

Palisade — Pastor Ed Sornberger; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids 
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST 
Aitkin - The Journey North, Pastor Lynfield Hines, 218-824-

5617, Worship 10:30, thejourneynorth.com
Baxter - The Journey North, Pastor Lynfield Hines, 218-

824-5617, Worship Saturday 5, Sunday 9 & 10:30, the-
journeynorth.com 

Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens, 
218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed. 
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; fbcbrainerd.com 

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd 
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45 
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 10:30, SS 9:30.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor G. Fisher; SS 9:45; Service 
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study and Our Kids for Christ 
Wed. 7 pm 

Deerwood* — Pastor W. Skog; SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 
6 pm; Wed. Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* —  Pastor Chris Meirose; 927-3678; SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory Family night, KidMin grades 
kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9; 
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service 
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study 
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC
Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. David Forsman, 218-927-6581; 

Mass Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10.  Confession Sat. 10-10:45 am 
and 4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Daniel Weiske, Sat.4:30; Sun. 
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis , Fr. Anthony Wroblewski, Sat. 5:00; 
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 
and Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat. 
5 p.m.

Crosby* — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Anthony Craig, Mass: Mon. 8, 
Tues. Noon, Thurs. 6 pm, Fri. 8, Sun 8:30 & 10:30 ( 10:30 
outdoors weather permitting)

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.
ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession 
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11  or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison  — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Anthony Craig, Mass 
Wed. 9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5 
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family;  Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only 
through Labor Day)  w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor – Holy Family, Fr. David Forsman, 218-927-6581; 
Mass Sun. 8 am.  Confession 7:15-7:45 am.

Vineland  — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland 

Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 
10:30-11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship 
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF 
LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner 

218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10 
COMMUNITY
Aitkin — Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE., 

Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959 
Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene- 

Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10:45, SS 9:30 
-16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005 

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9  
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert 
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30; 
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George 
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship 
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays;  Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult 
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — Amazing Grace Christian Church; Worship 10; 
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist                                                                                                       
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel 
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm. 

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor 
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm.  Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7  p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed. 
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean; 
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm, 
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just 
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade/Waukenabo Twp.  — Hilltop Chapel, Pastor David 
Hoffman; Service 10 a.m.; Adult and Children’s SS 9 a.m.; 
between Esquagama & Round Lake. Handicap Accessible.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service 
9:30; SS 10:45. 

EPISCOPAL
Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9
Brainerd* — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-

ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday. 
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with 
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

 
EVANGELICAL FREE
Baxter — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at 

9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm. 
Crosslake — Pastor Mark Holmen; Call for Service Times at 

218-692-4141, email thelogchurch@crosslake.net
Isle — Pastor Kerry Johnston; Worship 9; SS 10:15; Wed. 

Youth Group 6 pm; Adult Prayer 6:30 pm
Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10; 

Worship 10:15
Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30; 

Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC
Glen — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, Rabi Frank Dell, 

for information 320-684-2804 

LUTHERAN
Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev.  Rebecca Hinz;  Worship  

9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.
Aitkin –  (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton, Pastor Jordan 

Gades; worship Sun. 8am, 10am am and 1pm In-person 
(10am service also available via livestream on YouTube 
– First Lutheran Church, Aitkin and broadcast on KKIN 
94.3 FM radio), Wed. 5:30pm with supper; Sun. school 
at 9am, take out community meal every Mon. & Thurs. 
5pm and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd & 4th Thurs. each 

month 9am- 4p  
Aitkin  —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;  

Worship Sun. 9, SS 10
Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).  

Pastor Bill Werth.  Sunday Worship 9.  Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15.  13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter. 
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood).  218-829-4105. 
www.christbaxter.com. 

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS);  Communion every 
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday 
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-
theran.church  

Beaver Township — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st & 
3rd Sun., 10:30.

Brainerd* — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church 
(AFLC), Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.
goodshepherdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach 
Road, Brainerd, 218-824-3052 

Brainerd - Laestadian Lutheran Church; 1501 So. 8th St. 
-  Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.llchurch.org)   

Brainerd – Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South 6th 
Street Brainerd –  Pastor Hans Anderson Worship times 
September through May are 8:15 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.; Summer 
Worship time is 9:00 a.m. Phone: 218-829-5147 Website: 
www.trinitybrainerd.org Email: trinity@trinitybrainerd.org

Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James 
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship  9  

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.
Cedarbrook — St. John’s (ELCA); Worship 8:30;  Holy 

Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun.
Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC, NALC) Rev. Paul Mattson;  

Sun. 9 & 10:30 worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:40.
Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Pastor Dean Stolz; Worship 8:30; 

SS 10; Bible Study Wed. 7 pm; handicap accessible. 
218-546-6910

Crosslake — (ELCA) www.crosslakelutheran.com • 218-692-
3682 Kristin Oltmann, Pastor • Kurt Hagestuen, Pastor

Labor Day-Mem. Day: Sun. 9:30am, Wed. 6:15pm Mem. 
Day-Labor Day: Sun. Indoor 8:30am, Outdoor 10am14019 
Daggett Pine Rd

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie 
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion, 
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11,   218-692-4228, 
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Michael Briggs; Wor-
ship: 9; Sunday School 9:15.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA), Pastor Juli Sut-
ton-Deem; Worship 9 SS 9; 320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101. 

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Tom Peters-
en.  Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible 
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am.  320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas; 
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month 
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert; 
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 9:30, SS 10. 
Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47. (Hand-
icap accessible)

Iron Hub —  Immanuel (LC-MS), Pastor Dean Stolz; Worship
10:30 am  218-534-3069
Isle — Faith (ELCA), Interim Pastor Rev. Henry French; 

Worship 9:30; handicapped accessible. 
Isle — Holden (ELCA), SS 9:30; Worship 10:30. 
Isle — Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship 

8:30; Fellowship follows; SS 9:45; Adult Bible 10.
Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun. 

10, Service 11, fellowship follows.
Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 Inter-

lachen Rd.; Worship 9:00 Sunday mornings, followed by 
fellowship and Bible study.  (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo  — Bethesda (ELCA) Sun. Worship 9 (winter) 8:30 
& 10 (summer); Fellowship after first service; Comm. 1st 
& 3rd Sun.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.; 
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath  —  Zion (ELCA), Pastor Elliott Malm; Worship 
9; SS 9.

McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church 
(ELCA), Pastor Ericka Foss; Worship 9, Fellowship 
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 

C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue. 9, Wed. 7 pm
Outing — Our Saviors ELCA;  Pastor Peter Rosenkvist, 

Worship 9.
Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Rev. Wm. J. Sass; Worship 9:30.
Pequot Lakes* - Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15 a.m., 
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.   

Rossburg  — Bethesda (ELCA);  Comm. 1st & 3rd Sunday 
each month.

Tamarack (AFLC) —  Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1st, 3rd and 
4th Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of 
Hwy 210 

Thor — Zion,  Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through 
December.

Wright —Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.
Wright —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 

Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School 
Sun. 9:30;  Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Brainerd—Oak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden, Wor-

ship service is Sunday at 9:30 am, 523 SE 11th Street, 
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

 
PENTECOSTAL
Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship 

10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939. 
Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight 

Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall*, 
Co. Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken 
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11. 218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN
Crosslake —  Pastor Tony Oltmann, 218-692-4769;  Wor-

ship 10; Fellowship 11:15; Bible study on Wednesdays at 
10;14444 Daggett Pine Road just passed the Community 
Center; www.crosslakepres.org 

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.
McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.
Tamarack  — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11. 

REFORMED
Crosby — Lifespring Church,  a member of Fellowship of 

Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave 
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Aitkin – Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 9:30 a.m., Bible 

Study 10:30 a.m.; Prayer Mtg. Wed. 5:30 p.m.; www.
aitkinadventist.org; 423-805-0933

Brainerd – Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 11:20 a.m., 
Bible Study 10:00 a.m.; Bible Study  & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 
6:30 p.m.; 2910 Oak Street, Brainerd,  218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30 

1st and 4th Sundays.  218-330-3476
UNITED METHODIST
Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10 am, 

Wednesdays at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.  
Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Reverend Dr. Genia Garrett; 

Worship 9:45; fellowship follows.
Cutler — Pine Lake Chapel, Worship 9, fellowship follows. 
Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9
Emily* — Pastors Luke and Bethany Nelson; Worship 8:30; 

fellowship follows.
Fleming* — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship 

10:30; fellowship follows.
Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10 
McGregor* — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45; 

fellowship follows.
Onamia — Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 11; fellowship 

10; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell:  218-360-1947

WESLEYAN
Emily — Rev. Jason Gressman; Worship 9; Friendship Time 

10; SS 10:30; Wed. Activities 6:30 p.m.;  218-763-HOPE.

To become a sponsor of the church 
directory contact Eric at 218-821-1393 or 

hopper@crosbyironton.net 
218-927-2027

 Toll free: 1-888-450-8845

Appliance Service & Repair

Call

www.NewsHopper.net

hopper@crosbyironton.net

Sorensen-Root-Thompson
Funeral Home & Cremation Services 

Aitkin, MN
218-927-2614

Traditional Funerals • Cremation Services
Celebration of Life • Pre-Planning Services  

Jason Brezinsky 

McGregor Funeral Home
& Cremation Services

McGregor, MN
218-768-3136

Directors: www.srtfuneral.comJerry Thompson • Tad Brezinsky

Locally Owned  & Operated

GENE FRANCIS
Gene L. Francis, 65, of Brainerd died on July 

17, 2021 after a seven-year battle with cancer.  
A Celebration of Life will be held on Sunday, 

September 19, 2021 at the Brainerd American 

Legion #255 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral 

Home of Crosby.  To leave a message of condo-
lence go to www.koopfuneralhome.com.

JOHN SOLIEN
John Franklin Solien, 90, of 

Aitkin died peacefully at Riv-
ers Edge Assisted Living on 
Tuesday, September 7, 2021.

  A private family service will 
be held.  Memorials for John 
can be made to a charity of 
your choice or Aitkin Area 
Dollars for Scholars, aitkin.

dollarsforscholars.org
John was born in Bovey, on October 9, 1930, 

to Joseph H. and Florida Solien.  After graduat-
ing high school, he attended Itasca Community 
College and graduated from the University of 
Minnesota, Duluth, with a Bachelor of Science 
degree.  He married Mary Lynne on August 24, 
1952, and they settled in Aitkin, where John 
taught English and History at Brainerd and Aitkin 
High Schools. In 1957 John embarked on his 
career as an insurance agent at the First National 
Bank. He opened the John F. Solien Agency in 
1972, and worked in insurance and banking until 
his retirement.  

John was an actively involved in his community.  
He served as Chairman of the Board of Education 
for the Aitkin school district, President of the St. 
James Parish Council, and was a member of the 

Aitkin Lions, Knights of Columbus, Moose Lodge, 
and the Brainerd Elks Club.  He served two terms 
as Mayor of the City of Aitkin from 1962-1965.  
In the election of November 1963, John was 
re-elected as a write-in candidate after declining 
to file for a second term.  John was also one of 
the original owners of the Roadside Restaurants 
in Aitkin and McGregor. He enjoyed hunting, fish-
ing, and spending time with his family on Cedar 
Lake.  He was an avid Minnesota Vikings fan and 
was known to drive through blizzard conditions 
to see them play.       

He is survived by three children: Judge John 
R. “Jack” (Julie) Solien of Aitkin, Julie (Terry) 
Kreeger of Bovey, and Lynne (Kevin) Halbrooks 
of Annandale, Virginia; three grandchildren: 
Joseph (Samantha) Solien, Benjamin (Rachell 
Powell) Solien, and Andrew (Erin) Kreeger; four 
great grandchildren; and two brothers: Joseph 
W. “Bill” Solien and Jerry Solien.  

John was preceded in death by his parents, 
brother, Joseph H. Solien, and his devoted wife 
Mary (Lynne) Solien.  

A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and 
Cremation Service of Aitkin. Leave online con-
dolences at www.srtfuneral.com.

RICHARD DOTSETH
Richard Harland Dotseth, 

Jr.,  88, of Aitkin died Sunday, 
September 5, 2021 at his 
daughter’s home in Remer 
surrounded by his family and 
loved ones.

A memorial service with a 
time of sharing stories and 
military honors will begin at 

5:00 p.m.  on Saturday, Sep-
tember 18, 2021 at the Aitkin 
American Legion post #86.  A 
$5 dinner will be served that 

includes pulled pork, mac and cheese, and 
potato salad.  

 He was born January 13, 1933 in Black River 
Falls, WI. to Richard and LaVerne Dotseth, Sr.  
He was a US Army Veteran.  Richard worked as 
a mason brick and stone layer.  He was a great 
scuba diver, helping during emergency water 

rescues.  He enjoyed hunting, fishing, camping, 
boat races, watching NASCAR, Judge Judy and 
the Minnesota Vikings, and listening to country 
music, but his greatest enjoyment was being in 
the “Northwoods & Water”, where he could go 4 
wheeling and snowmobiling.  Richard loved his 
family especially his dog Harley.

Richard is survived by three daughters: Jerene 
Joppe of Portland, OR, Jacquelyn Dotseth of 
Remer, and Marlys Estrem of Federal Dam; two 
sons: Richard Dotseth of Jacksonville, FL and 
Gregory Dotseth of Watertown.  He was a grand-
father, great-grandfather and great-great-grand-
father to many.  

He was preceded in death by his two brothers: 
Robert and Buddy and his parents.

A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and 
Cremation Service of Aitkin. Leave online con-
dolences at www.srtfuneral.com.

HARRIET SIMONSON
Harriet Lorraine “Mutzi” 

Simonson, 82, of Aitkin died 
on June 9, 2021.

Memorial Service will be  
held at 1-2 p.m.  on Saturday, 
September 25, 2021 at Heart 
of MN Ministries (formerly 
UCC Church by the DQ.) 
Immediately following will be 

an Open House Celebration of Life at the Aitkin 
American Legion from 2:30-5:30 p.m. Memorials 
to Riverwood Hospital Foundation in Aitkin are 
preferred. 

She was born on a snowy New Year’s Day in 
1939 to Mae (Tibbetts) and Edwin Hensel on a 
Palisade river farm. This hardworking beautiful 
redhead graduated from Aitkin High School in 
1957. She met Harlan Simonson at a dance, fell 
in love and married him on June 27, 1959.  She 
worked in Aitkin at the Extension Office and the 
DNR Fisheries Office. Harriet was a “social but-
terfly;” she loved being a part of social events. 
Her passions were bowling in her early years, 
gardening/canning, dancing, playing cards 
(especially 500), decorating for the holidays and  
being a meticulous cleaner. Along with raising 
six children, Harriet gave her time and energy 
to many organizations. She was active in and 
served as President of Aitkin American Legion 

Auxiliary #86, UCC Church, Glen Township 
Treasurer, DFL, Red Cross, AARP Tax Volunteer, 
Help coordinate Class of 1957 Reunions, and 
frequent visitor with nursing home residents. 
Harriet enjoyed being a part of the Palisade Red 
Hats, Sunbeam card club, UCC Priscilla Club and 
Cedarbrook Homemakers.

Harriet is survived by Harlan, her loving hus-
band of 62 years; children: Kim Pittsley, Edward 
Kehn (Cheryl), Anne Kellerman (Terry), Madeline 
Aderman (Jeff), James Simonson (Kat), Christine 
Simonson (Todd); four grandchildren; seven great 
-grandchildren; siblings: Sidney Hensel (Janice), 
Shirley Kehn Johnson, Douglas Hensel, Rodney 
Hensel, Paulette Torgerson (Ed), Steven Hensel 
(Donna); sisters-in-law, Phyllis Hensel and Mary-
Ann Zortman, brother-in-laws: Richard Laird and 
Paul Simonson (Karen) and many special nieces, 
nephews and friends.

 Preceded in death by her parents; son-in-law, 
Paul Pittsley; siblings: Lucille Hoge, Leroy Hensel 
(Bev), Elizabeth Catlin (Chester), Joyce Laird, 
Ken Hensel, sister-in-laws, Mary, Lydia, Bonnie, 
Helen; brother-in-laws, Alan, Lloyd, David, Lee, 
Alvin, Teddy. 

A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and 
Cremation Service of Aitkin. Leave online con-
dolences at www.srtfuneral.com.
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ATVs
 

ATV Batteries 14A-A2  $44.99  
w/ exchange Riley ‘s  NAPA, 
Aitkin, 218-927-2153. tfn

Automobiles
 

D O N AT E  Y O U R  C A R , 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-
977-7030 (MCN)

  
Golf

Golf Cart Batteries $139.99 
w/exchange. Riley’s NAPA 
Aitkin 927-2153  tfn

Help Wanted
 

COOK, BARTENDER AND  
WAITRESS WANTED Apply 
at The Landing Aitkin. See Jim 
or Brent 218-927-9998   tfn

Furniture Sales, Cashier and 
Stocker positions available. Apply 
in person.  Unclaimed Freight 
North Hwy 210 West Aitkin 

Miscellaneous

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-577-
1268. Promo Code 285. 
(MCN)

 
Painting

 
NorthStar Paint and Finish- 
interior and exterior painting/
staining, deck restoration, 
wall coverings, new con-
struction, shop pre-finish-
ing. Fully insured. 218-330-
6539. w41

 
Safes

NEW AND USED SAFES 
FOR SALE  • Safe repair and 
locked safes opened  • Heavy 
and light duty gun safes and 
vault doors on hand • High 
security safes for gold and 
silver • 320-360-5431 w46

Trailers
  

Utility Trailer brake & sus-
pension parts Riley’s NAPA 
Aitkin 218-927-2153

 
Wanted

  
We buy batteries: auto size 
$5.00 Riley’s NAPA Aitkin 
218-927-2153

Thank you for your order!
Please make check payable to the NewsHopper
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City_ ___________________________ State _________ Zip_ _____________
All ads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment. 

Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 	

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Classified Rates
# of issues
q 75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum)
q 70¢ per word, per week for two issues (10 word minimum)
q 65¢ per word, per week for three to twelve issues (10 word minimum)
q 55¢ per word, per week for thirteen or more issues (10 word minimum)
Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad.  
Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide  printed maximum size)
Add $2.00 for one of our sixteen eye catching graphics: 4 8 - = > a b , . / $ % ^ O P J 

To Figure the Cost of Your Ad
Number of Words	 ________________

Rate per Word	 x________________

Additional Costs	 +_ ______________

Total Per Week	 ________________

Number of Weeks	 x________________

TOTAL COST OF AD	 ________________

We are not responsible for error due to illegible 
copy or missing punctuation.  Punctuation does 
not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail 

and web address counts as one word.

NewsHopper TM

PO Box 562
Ironton, MN 56455

Send
to:

As Low as $5.50 
per issue for 

13 or more issues 
(10 word minimum)

www.NewsHopper.net • hopper@crosbyironton.net 
218-772-0300

Add a photo for 
$12.00 per issue

850 2nd Street NW, Aitkin, MN 56431
218.927.2182 • www.aicota.com

This is not just a home … it’s a secure,
comfortable place to call home.

At Aicota Assisted Living, we offer residents a unique experience that combines
high quality accommodations and services which are designed to promote a

dignified independent lifestyle. As a resident, you will enjoy a peaceful setting, 
along with friendly, compassionate and professional staff that are 

available to meet your needs 24 hours a day.

• 1-Bedroom & Studio Apartments
• Dining Rooms with 3 Meals/Day
• Living Rooms and Large Stone

Fireplaces

• Outdoor Patio Area and Gardens
• Salon/Barber Shop
• Daily Planned Activities & more!
• Personalized Care Plans

ASS I STED  L IV ING

ON THE SPOT INTERVIEWS 

Overnight Stocking Team (10 p.m. to 7 a.m.) 

$17.50 per hour  $17.50 

Tuesday, September 21st

 3 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
at the Walmart Customer Service Desk

7295 Glory Road, Baxter

Koop Funeral Home
32 East Main St., P.O. Box 7 • Crosby, MN 56441
C.F. Michaloski, Director • Mary & Nick Zillmer, Owners/Directors

218-546-5531

• Traditional, Graveside &   
    Memorial Funerals
• Cremation Service
• Out-of-town Arrangements
• Pre-arrangement Plans

Over 80 Years of Caring 
Service on the Cuyuna Range 

& Surrounding Areas

850 2nd Street NW, 
Aitkin, MN 56431

  
      

Apply online at 
www.aicota.com
or send resumes to 
staffing@aicota.com

NOW HIRING
NURSING ASSISTANTS IN TRAINING

Get Paid
while completing 

the nursing 
assistant class!
New Classes

starts Nov. 1, 2021.
Call today...

Start your new career today!

Aicota Health Care Center is now hiring Nursing Assistants
in Training for part time positions on all shifts.  
Opportunity for full time once you become a 

Registered Nursing Assistant.   
• Nursing Assistant classes are available through Aicota at 

NO charge to employees.
This is an online class with onsite practice 

through Labs and clinical hours.
Apply now to be included in the upcoming class!

annual meeting in October 
that will focus on the need for 
reliable, high-speed internet 
across the state. 

“American Recovery Act 
funds are available for broad-
band expansion in areas of 
our five-county region where 
high-speed internet is currently 
unavailable, but we need to 
be organized in order to ac-
cess and utilize the funding,” 
said Hills. “Meeting together 
on September 30 and hear-
ing the stories of others who 
have struggles accessing the 
internet is a good start. It will 
help to highlight the need for 

reliable high-speed internet 
for so many residents across 
our five-county area and be-
yond. It’s possible to improve 
regional broadband when we 
all work together.”

Join the broadband event 
via Zoom or in-person on 
September 30 from 7–8:30 
p.m. A link will be emailed to 
those who register. The event 
is open to anyone interested in 
discussing current high-speed 
internet in their area and ways 
to expand it by accessing fed-
eral funding.

To attend the event, either 
virtually or in-person, register 

at: https://r5fiber.eventbrite.
com. To attend in person, 
select one of these locations 
when you register:

Brainerd: Central Lakes Col-
lege, 501 W College Dr

Little Falls: Sprout MN, 609 
13th Avenue NE, Door 8

Long Prairie: Country Club, 
406 6th St SE

Staples: Central Lakes Col-
lege, 1830 Airport Road

Pine River: Happy Dancing 
Turtle, 2331 Dancing Wind 
Rd. SW, Ste 1.

For more information con-
tact Angela Anderson at 218-
894-6017.

Everyone relies on the in-
ternet for school, business, 
government, recreation, 
healthcare, and more. This 
became even more evident 
over the last year with stu-
dents in distance-learning and 
companies, large and small, 
that shifted their employees 
to working remotely—retir-
ees even scheduled Zoom 
telemedicine appointments 
for the first time. If internet 
connections weren’t reliable 
24/7, residents and businesses 
scrambled to find access.

For those who live or work 
in Cass, Crow Wing, Morrison, 

Todd, or Wadena counties, 
does your area lack internet 
access? Does it have the high-
speed internet you need to 
succeed?

To discuss these questions 
and more, Region Five Devel-
opment Commission (R5DC) 
is holding a virtual Zoom event 
about local broadband access 
on September 30, from 7–8:30 
p.m. You may also attend in 
person at one of five locations. 
The purpose of the event is to 
get organized as a region to se-
cure federal funding for local, 
high-speed internet. All who 
live or work in the five-county 

area are invited. 
“We want residents in our 

five-county region to bring 
their stories about internet 
access, frustrations, and ideas 
to our broadband event,” said 
Cheryal Lee Hills, executive 
director of R5DC. “A key 
factor in improving access to 
regional broadband is finding 
out what the needs are and 
learning how people are man-
aging—or not managing—to 
access the internet.”

Several regional broadband 
events will be held statewide, 
leading up to Blandin Founda-
tion’s ‘Building on Broadband’ 

Broadband internet access virtual and in-person free event Sept. 30

Michael Bednarczyk, owner  mikeb_56441@yahoo.com

Restoration 

Sandblasting

24 Hour Towing

Ironton, MN
Call or text Alex for window washing, power washing 

and painting at 218-839-1457 or 218-927-2086.
email: alexjschwartz@gmail.com
yeahwedowindows.com

DIRTY WINDOWS?
DON’T FRET

 Call Tim Turner  218-330-7003

Full Service Lawn Care 
Lawn Mowing • Debris Removal

Tree Trimming • RipRap and Shoreline Repair 

Turner & Son 

Reasonable • Experienced • Reliable 

Serving the Lakes Area

Call for a

FREE
Quote

Fall Cleanup and Vacuum Leaf  Removal
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0% for 72 Months! 
on ALL 2021 Jeep Grand Cherokees

  Vehicle images is for illustration purposes only.  

NEW 2021 JEEP CHEROKEE LATITUDE LUX 4X4

* 48 months, 10,000 mile per year lease. $3,999 Down.
 Tax, Title, License and First Payment Extra. All Rebates to Dealer.

$ 368*
NOW ONLY

PER MONTH O.A.C.
MSRP $35,555
Stock #21-0504

$ 309*
NOW ONLY

PER MONTH O.A.C.
MSRP $43,120
Stock #21-0479

$ 509*
NOW ONLY

PER MONTH O.A.C.
MSRP $50,590

Stock #21-     

NEW 2021 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE L 4X4

* 48 months, 10,000 mile per year lease. $3,999 Down.
 Tax, Title, License and First Payment Extra. All Rebates to Dealer.

NEW 2021 JEEP GLADIATOR SPORT 4X4

* 48 months, 10,000 mile per year lease. $3,999 Down.
 Tax, Title, License and First Payment Extra. All Rebates to Dealer.

Savings

3rd Row 
Seats

YOUR EROSION 

EXPERTS!

Specializing in  
Shoreline Restoration

• Rip Rap Rock Installation
• Boulder Wall Material 

Installation
• Sod Installation
• Class Five
• Bobcat Work
• Demolition
• All Dirt Work Needs
• Patios

General Building &
 Remodeling Contractor
• Roofing
• Window Installation
• Siding
• Garages
• Doors 
• Decks
• Handicapped Bathrooms

Dozer & Backhoe Work
• Basements
• Driveways
• Ponds
• Wild Life Food Plots
• Land & Lot Clearing
• Stump Removal
• Rip Rap
• Demolition
• Building Pads
• Ditches and Ditch Clean-

ing
• Black Dirt, Sand & 

Gravel
• Roads / Road Building
• Boulder Walls
• Trail Brushing

Tree Removal
• Tree Removal and Clean-

up
• Stump Grinding
• Storm Damage Cleanup
• Aerial Truck

Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371

Specializing in Shoreline Restoration Rip-Rap-Rock Installation

Get Estimates Now
 for Fall Your Projects!

For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! 

& Construction
Aitkin, Minnesota

License# BC768287

218-839-3371
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