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The Thirsty Filly mobile bar started with a 1970s horse trailer

K7

The Thirsty Filly has grown from
being a part-time thing to a full

fime mobile bar business

By Marah Morrison
mmorrison @news-herald.com

The experiences Gregory Johnston
gained in New Orleans sparked the idea
of opening up a food truck, but after life
steered him back to Ohio and after at-
tending a wedding, that idea transformed
into what is now The Thirsty Filly.

While in New Orleans, Johnston
worked with a friend who owned a food
truck and in various bars.

“I had the original idea of opening
a food truck, then I went to a wedding
and just had really mediocre drinks,”
said Johnston, the co-owner alongside
his mother, Mary, of The Thirsty Filly,
which is a mobile bar business based in
Ashtabula County that serves the Akron,
Canton, Cleveland and Geneva areas.

Johnston felt that weddings in North-
east Ohio were lacking the craft cocktail,
higher-end bar service experience. It was
then that The Thirsty Filly started with an

» A
C C -.C
dlUd DErNE Bene
C O O O

DID YOU KNOW?

Hearing loss affects 1 of every 5 people
and is strongly linked to loneliness.*
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© Holly’s O
Hearing Aid Center

Ashtabula, Chardon, Concord, Mayfield, Willoughby

Call 1-888-4HOLLYS today!

www.HollysHearing.com [}

1Sharpe, Rochelle. (2019, September 12). Untreated Hearing Loss Linked To Loneliness And Isolation
For Seniors. NPR. https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2019/09/12/760231279/untreated-
hearing-loss-linked-to-loneliness-and-isolation-for-seniors | ©2021 Starkey Laboratories, Inc. All
Rights Reserved. 6/21 696621758 | Via a registered trademark of Starkey Laboratories, Inc.

early 1970s horse trailer. The business has
now grown into an additional early 1970s
horse trailer and a 1966 classic cocktail
and beer tap truck.

“We got the idea, being in Ashtabula
County, we're surrounded by the rustic,
bohemian theme,” Johnston said. “We
had started the transformation in 2019
and 2020 was our first year in business.”

In this industry, there is not a mobile
bar for dummies guide or contractors
who have done something like this, John-
ston said. With a goal of having a mobile
bar business that will be unique and fit
in all settings, Johnston and his mother
spent a lot of time fabricating it into the
way they wanted it.

“It’s a trailer, so finding ways to fabri-
cate something that’s always driving down
bumpy roads, dealing with all conditions
— weather, rain, heat. It was a fun experi-
ence for the ﬁrst few weeks and then it
became work,” Johnston said.

The Thlrsty Filly’s clientele are primar-
ily people booking the mobile bar service
for weddings and events. The Thirsty Filly
also partakes in corporate events, back-

SEE PAGE 6>
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PHOTO BY MARAH MORRISON
Gregory Johnston, co-owner of The Thirsty Filly, and his mother, Mary, co-owner, have put their
heart and soul into their mobile bar business that started in 2019 with an early 1970s horse trailer.
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'WINDOW FASHIONS

Large Selection
of USA Made
Products!

ALL the Newest
Waterproof
Flooring

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS |
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Wineries of The Grand River Valley,

Ashtabula County
Benny Vino Old Firehouse Winery
834 S. County Line Rd. 5499 Lake Rd.
Harpersfield 44041 Geneva-on-the-Lake, 44041
(216) 973-2711 (440) 466-9300
bennyvinourbanwinery.com oldfirehousewinery.com

Deer’s Leap Winery
1520 Harpersfield Rd.
Geneva 44041
(440) 466-1248
deersleapwine.com

Ferrante Winery & Ristorante
5585 St. Rte. 307

Geneva, 44041

(440) 466-VINO
ferrantewinery.com

Harpersfield Vineyard
6387 OH-307

Geneva 44041

(440) 466-4739
www.harpersfield.com

Hundley Cellars

6451 N River Rd.
Geneva, OH, 44041

(440) 361-3088
www.hundleycellars.com

Kosicek Vineyards

636 OH-534

Geneva, OH 44041

(440) 361-4573
www.kosicekvineyards.com

Laurello Vineyards
4573 St.Rte. 307
Geneva, 44041

(440) 415-0661
laurellovineyards.com

M Cellars

6193 South River Rd.
Geneva 44041

(440) 361-4104
mcellars.com
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Old Mill Winery & Restaurant
403 South Broadway

Geneva, 44041

(440) 466-5560
theoldmillwinery.com

Red Eagle Distillery
6062 South River Rd.
Geneva 44041

(440) 466-6676
redeaglespirits.com

Rosabella Winery
3951 State Route 307
Austinburg 44010
(440) 275-5218
rosabellawinery.com

South River Vineyard
6062 South River Rd.
Geneva, 44041

(440) 466-6676
southrivervineyard.com

The Lakehouse Inn & Winery
5653 Lake Rd. East
Geneva-on-the-Lake, 44041
(440) 466-8668
thelakehouseinn.com

The Winery at Spring Hill
6062 South Ridge RAd W
Geneva, OH 44041

(440) 466-0626
thewineryatspringhill.com

Virant Family Winery

541 Atkins Rd.

Geneva 44041

(440) 466-6279
www.virantfamilywinery.com
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Welcome to Old Mill Winery

Built in the 1860, this historical mill retains the rustic charm of yesterday.
All year long the Old Mill is the perfect place for friends and family to gather
for great wine, great food and great times. Relax with a wine sangria, famous
wineburger, delicious steak or pasta dinner. Old Mill Winery is located at 403
S Broadway (St Rt 534) in Geneva.

Please visit our website at theoldmillwinery.com for more information.

Ask for Ohio Wines at your local grocery store and carryout.

Old Mill
Winery
& Restaurant

Famous Wine Burgers
Patio Dining
440.466.5560

403 South Broadway

Geneva, Ohio 44041
www.theoldmillwinery.com

Family owned business where friends and family
gather for great wine, great food and great times.

Hours: Winery Open
Tues.-Fri. 4-8pm
Sat.-Sun. Noon-8pm

Dinner
Tues.-Fri. 4-7:30pm
Sat.-Sun. Noon-7:30pm

NOW OFFERING
CURBSIDE PICKUP
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS
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37th Annual Ashtabula County
COVERED BRIDGE FESTIVAL WI1STORIE
Friday, October 8, 2021 and Saturday, October 9, 2021

A family oriented festival, good homemade food, crafts, parade, children’s entertainment, contin-

uous entertainment, demonstrators, antique engines and cars, quilt show, draft horse pull, church

service, driving tours to 16 covered bridges, farmers market, festival souvenirs. Lots of good clean Ashtabula HARBOR

family fun. Running from 8 am til 6 pm check www.coveredbridgefestival.org for more information
Bring your camera and comfortable shoes.

*'..\‘.',-:_-;

The port of the Historic Ashtabula Harbor is has a
Location: Jefferson Street West of Railroad tracks to Fleming Funeral Home Jefferson, OH 44047 robust food scene that is home to chef-inspired and
award winning restaurants such as Briquettes Smoke-
house, Rennicks Meat Market, Bascule Bridge Grille,
and the 50-year veteran anchor on the block, Hil-Mak
Seafood. Retail businesses including Harbor Perk Cof-
tee House, Carlisle’s Home in the Harbor, Bridge Street
Art Works, and several other boutiques, giving visitors
and regulars alike a year round shopping opportunity.

Additional Features: Commercial Vendors, Crafts, Designated Parking, Entertainment Children’s,
Entertainment Free, Food, Gate Admission, Hondmopped Access, Music

el Ashtabula County Covered Bridge The Ashtabula Harbor has evolved into a popular
12 County overed Bridge Festvl Festival will b lebrating its 37th regional recreation, entertainment and tourism des-
Al ekend In October B[S estival will be celebrating its egio m ] '

B 2 Annual Festival to be held October tination for both locals and visitors, with attractions
9th and 10th, located on East Jef- such as several adjacent parks and beaches, multiple
ferson Street from Chestnut Street marinas and museums, kayaking and canoeing along
going East to the Railroad fracks. the river, and a walking tours of the historic buildings

lining Bridge Street.
Visit www.historicashtabulaharbor.com for
more information on this unique area of Ashtabula

County.
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Take a Trip down Rt. 20 - Two of Ashtabula County’s Largest Gift Shops
Now Open for the Season!
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Now Open for our 28th Season £ Now OPEN FOR 36th SEASON!
’ o i‘;’:,' For over 30 years Christmas World has offered unique
See the 1000's of ornaments, Special gifts and & Z collectibles to fill your home with the Holiday Spirit.
beautiful decorations displayed in this wonderful ~ 7

Make Christmas World one of your family traditions.
! * Department 56 Villages * Snowbabies
* Old World Glass Ornaments * Fontanini Nativity
* Byers Choice Carolers
* Nora Fleming * Happy Everything
* Jim Shore * Trees, Wreaths and Garlands
@EREAT SFUECTIEN ©F PECERY
We Wil be CLoSED on SRk, 2ind

1760 W. Prospect (Rt. 20) Ashtabula

ﬂ (440) 992-8843

Hours: Tues. - Sat. 11-5, Sun. 12-5

Wy
-\

Large Century home! Filled from the Floors to
the ceilings with many exciting themes &
treasures around every corner!

A family destination you will want to
visit year after year!

910 East Main St. (Rt. 20) Geneva, OH

(1 mile east of Downtown Geneva)
(440) 466-3545

Hours: Now Tues - Sat 11-5, EXTENDED hours-starting in OCTOBER.
Check website for updates & Events.
']r www.catherineschristmas.com

-\
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Take Time to Browse and Shop Local

Christmas World in

Ashtabula

Enjoy the holidays by tak-
ing a trip down Rt. 20 in
Ashtabula County and visit
one of the area’s most unique
Christmas and Gift Shops
where you can find decora-
tions for all seasons!

Welcome to

Catherine’s Christmas
The area’s largest gift shop. A
beautiful century home filled
with timeless treasures and
shimmering trees. We are a
family destination that you'll
want to visit year after year.
The perfect place where small
town people can celebrate
Christmas in a big town way!

REARX

NEW LOCATION! 5965 N. Ridge Rd., Madison, Ohio
Office: 440-428-8803 » Cell: 440-983-1071 « Fax: 440-428-2466
www.innovationsforhomes.com

JOHN SILL
Commercial/Residential

440-983-7739

ELIZABETH SILL

Broker/Owner

Licensed in OHIO and FLORIDA

B 8326 Rushton Rd., Mentor - $149,000.00
Nice 4 Bdrm. 2 full. bath corner lot home. Bedroom 1st floor.
Dead end street. Double lot large enough for 2 c. garage.
check it out today.
LIZ SILL (440) 983-1071

7190 Lake Rd., Madison
Ranch style home. 3 bdrm. 2.5bath. att. 2 car garage plus additional
y garage and workshop.
| Across the street from the lake. Excellent location, park like 1 acre lot.
~ LIZ SILL (440) 983-1071

New on the Market! - $308,000.00
Lake front condo, 4 bdrm, 3 bath open concept,
2 kitchens. Walk- out finished lower level, In-ground pool,
Includes 1 car att. garage and so much more.

1Z SILL (440) 983-1071
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Cherry Valley Stoves

The flame that keeps you warm. Whether
you're looking for a traditional wood burn-
ing stove, a sleek ventless unit, or even
outdoor cooking supplies, Cherry Valley
has a large inventory sure to keep you go-
ing. Browse all of our indoor and outdoor
units, search by your favorite brand, or
just click through to see everything Cherry
Valley Stoves has to offer!

Cherry Valley Furniture

Quality That Lasts. A country marketplace
providing the best that Amish Country has
to offer.

Stop by and shop our wide selection of
indoor and outdoor furniture, bulk food
products, camping supplies, gifts, and
more! Since 1997, Cherry Valley Furniture
has served the northeast Ohio/northwest
Pennsylvania area by providing high qual-
ity products in a warm country setting.
Owned and operated by Levi and Lizzie
Miller, all of the furniture products are
handmade by Amish craftsmen and can be
delivered directly to your home.

Lake

MATTRESS SALE TOO!

BEST
SELLING
CARPET

52.19...

: THIS WEEK ONLY!

LUXURY _
VINYL
PLANK

1,00 or&.ﬂ.

Gray with
Beige Fleck a
Installed with padding N
Many colors to choose from. é

on all Luxury
Vinyl Plank with
this ad

Excludes sales and cannot be
combined with any prior sales.

SHAW CARPET SALE!

Gray FlecK......coccvsmriunninnnians $2.29 Sq. Ft.
Beige or Gray (6 colors) ..... $2.59 Sq. Ft.
Beige or Gray Super Soft....$2.99 Sq. Ft.

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1 (Installed with Pad)

6656 N. Ridge Rd., Madison (corner of Rt. 528 & Rt. 20)

440-428-1400

NOW OPEN EVERYDAY!
12 MONTHS SAME AS CASH Monday-Friday 10-6 » Saturday 10-4, Sunday 12-3
See Store for Details Call Today for your FREE Measurement!
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Get information on booking with
The Thirsty Filly at
thethirstyfilly.com.
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THE THIRSTY FILLY FROM PAGE 2

yard parties and nonprofit events.

“The majority of our business are wed-
dings,” Johnston said. “Ashtabula County
is always interesting because we reside
here, but we don’t do a ton of work out
here. It could be because there aren’t a ton
of wedding venues”

Not only do Johnston, his mother and
the 12 employed strive to provide a craft
cocktail experience for clients, those cli-
ents are worked with closely one on one.

“We, by law, cannot purchase or re-sell
alcohol. Our client purchases the alcohol
directly from our liquor representative, so
we help the client with ordering quanti-
ties and making sure that while we’re on
the premises that we have the supply to
perform our craft,” Johnston said.

Clients are provided with a variety of
options from putting beer on tap with the
tap truck or choosing from a wide selec-
tion of craft cocktails. Johnston is finding
that the majority of clients are looking
for a finer craft cocktail and a unique
menu for their event versus a traditional
bar service with the “same old wedding
drinks”

“We are giving all of our clients fresh
ingredients, and we work well with a lot
of barn venues, and really any outdoor
space. We've been in Cleveland on the
side of the road, but we work well with
those places where it’s a blank canvas,’
Johnston said. “We provide the aesthet-
ics and craft cocktails. We bring the bar,
we're there and then we leave. We've
worked with a few venues that have bars
already. We also will run their bars as well
on top of ours at the venue, so sometimes
we run two bars.”

Although he doesn’t refer himself as a
mixologist, Johnston tries to create a dif-
ferent menu for every season.

“We do have a few nationally published
cocktails that are staples,” Johnston said.
“A lot of our clients who've booked with
us call us back saying, “‘We want you for
a 50th birthday party and we want that
blackberry orange bourbon’ We create
that excitement and these people remem-
ber the cocktails. People will book with us
and they’re like, ‘I don’t know a ton, but I
did have that blueberry lemon-cured gin
fizz. I know I want that’ It’s an experience
from the first phone call”

The Thirsty Filly’s bookings will be
right around 136 events this year. Next
year, the business is currently looking at

102 bookings. The Thirsty Filly books
with wedding clients anywhere from 15
to 18 months in advance. A lot of its cor-
porate business will receive emails at the
beginning of the year and they will fill in
blank dates.

“We do last-minute stuff if we can,”
Johnston said. “We do seven to nine
events a weekend on average, so logisti-
cally, we book accordingly if we have a
huge event. Running a third bar is not
likely because we have a small staff. For
a normal event, we can service up to 350
guests. We leave it to our client. If they
want more than one mobile bar, great. We
always staff our event based on the guests.
If youre having a 250-guest wedding, the
tap truck can handle it. We can serve 280
every six minutes with the truck”

Nationwide, there is a mobile bar com-
munity present, Johnston said. When he
first started, there were only three mobile
bar services in Northeast Ohio. Now,
there are more.

“Everyone has their own niche. I would
like to think all of us are in our own lane.
People see the value in it, and it’s growing
every day;” Johnston said.

Johnston did not anticipate the number
of events the business ended up doing
during its second year, as well as adding
two more bars to the fleet. The Thirsty
Filly was a part-time thing that has
grown, he said.

“It’s easy to forget about the experienc-
es we create because we are always mov-
ing,” Johnston said. “We go to an event,
knock it out, go home, load up and do
it again. The majority of our business is
working with people on the most impor-
tant day of their life, so making sure those
days run seamlessly and they’re getting a
high-end service is important.”

“It’s a good reminder when we get
those emails or a five-star review.”

Johnston is focusing on growing the
business, as well as growing the mobile
bar fleet and bringing on new employees
to free up time for him and his mother to
expand.

“There is potential for opening a brick
and mortar with craft cocktails and beer
in Ashtabula County. That could happen
in the next two years,” Johnston said. “We
put our heart and soul into this and we
love it”

Get information on booking with The
Thirsty Filly thethirstyfilly.com.

THE NEWS-HERALD



Enjoy a Fall Driving Tour
of the Covered Bridges
of Ashtabula County

e e
1. NETCHER
1544 Netcher Rd, Jefferson

Clearance 14’ 6" (2.7 mi. from center of Jefferson)

The bridge over Mill Creek and was opened to traffic in
1999. It features a timber arch with inverted Haupt frusses.
The “Neo Victorian“designed structure is 110" Long, 22°
Wide, and 14" 6" High.

2. SOUTH DENMARK

2670 South Denmark Rd, Jefferson

Clearance 9'0" (2.7 mi. from Netcher Rd Bridge)

Built in 1890 this Town Lattice bridge spans Mill Creek. The
81-foot-long structure was bypassed in 1975.

3. CAINE

4699 Caine Rd, Pierpont Township

Clearance 11°0” (6.7 mi. from S Denmark Rd Bridge)

This first Pratt Truss bridge in Ohio was builtin 1986 in
honor of the County’s 175th anniversary. The 124-foot-long
bridge fraverses the west branch of the Ashtabula River.

4. GRAHAM

4646 Graham Rd, Pierpont Township

Bypass (5.9 mi. from Caine Rd Bridge)

Built from remnants of a bridge washed downstreamin
the 1913 flood, the bridge now sits in a small park on the
south side of the road.

5. ROOT

4680 Root Rd, Conneaut

Clearance 8'4” (3.9 mi. from Graham Rd Bridge)

A 114-foot-long Town Lattice builf in 1868, Root Rd Bridge
was raised 18" during the rehabilitation in 1982-83. New
laminated girders and a center concrefe pier were also
added.

6. MIDDLE

910 Middle Rd, Conneaut

Clearance 13'6” (8.3 mi. from Root Rd Bridge)

This 136-foot-long Howe Truss bridge was built in 1868 over
Conneaut Creek, which is a favorite Steelhead Stream. It
was rehabilitated in 1984 with the help of 7 volunteers.

THE NEWS-HERALD
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5899 State Rd, Conneaut

Clearance 162" (5.1 miles from Middle Rd Bridge)
Containing 97,000" of southern pine and oak, the Stafe Rd
Bridge was erected in 1983 across Conneaut Creek. This
162-foot-long Town Lattice was the first covered bridge
designed and built by County Engineer, John W. Smolen,
Jr. A 4" opening spans the length.

8. CREEK

371 Creek Rd, Conneaut

Clearance 11°4" (3.4 mi. from Stafe Rd Bridge)

The construction date of this 125-foot-long Town Latfice
is unknown. It sits 25" above Conneaut Creek and was
renovated in 1994,

9. BENETKA

4500 Benetka Rd, Sheffield Township

Clearance 11°0” (11.5 mi. from Creek Rd Bridge)

A 138-foot-long Town Lattice with arch bridge, Benetka
was built about 1900. It was renovated in 1985 when a
laminated arch 9 in. wide, 38 in. thick, spanning the length
of the bridge, was added.

10. OLIN

1880 Dewey Rd, Plymouth Township

Clearance 120" (2.5 mi. from Benetka Rd Bridge)

Olins” have owned property next to the bridge since it was
builtin 1873. The 115-feet-long Town Lattice structure over
the Ashtabula River was renovated in 1985.

11. SMOLEN-GULF

7001 State Rd, Ashtabula

Clearance 146" (2.6 mi. from Olins Bridge) The longest
covered bridge inthe U.S. is of Praft Truss construction.
Engineering and structural design was done by John W.
Smolen, Jr. (former county engineer) and architectural
design was done by Timothy J. Martin (current county en-
gineer). Dedicated in 2008, it is 613" long and stands 93
above the River. With a clear width of 30’, it will support full
legal-load traffic and has a life expectancy of 100 years.

12. RIVERVIEW

Indian Trails Park, 4761 State Road, Ashtabula

This bridge is 150" long and 14’ wide, making it one of the
larger bridges, yet it carries only pedestrian fraffic. It mirrors
the Pratt arch design of its big brother, Smolen-Gulf, which
rises above. Both cross the Ashtabula River at Indian Trails
Park. Riverview, dedicated in 2016, provides exercise trails
and a place to enjoy the beautfiful river scenery.

13. GIDDINGS

1400 Giddings Rd, Jefferson

Clearance 15”6" (8 mi. from Smolen-Gulf Bridge)

Praft Truss construction was used for this 107-foot-long
bridge builtin 1995. It crosses Mill Creek in Jefferson
Township. At this point the tour refurns to Jefferson (3.5
miles back) via Jones Road, Rf. 167 and Rt. 46.

14. DOYLE

1300 Doyle Rd, Jefferson

Clearance 13’ 6" (1.8 mi. from Jefferson)

A 94-foot-long Town Lattice bridge builtin 1868, Doyle
spans Mill Creek, a tributary of the Grand River. This bridge
was renovafed in 1987 when a laminated arch was
added.

15. WEST LIBERTY

94 West Liberty St, Geneva

Clearance 15’ (10.6 mi. from Doyle Rd Bridge)

The shortest covered bridge in the U.S., Liberty spans only
18". The structure is supported by a single Kingpost and its
roof is a Scissor Truss which gives the bridge a light, open
feeling. Timber for this bridge was harvested from county
land owners. The bridge was modularly constructed by
students of Ashtabula County Joint Vocational School
(now A-Tech).

16. HARPERSFIELD

1122 Harpersfield Rd, Geneva

Clearance 10°9" (3 mi. from Liberty St. Bridge)

This two-span Howe Truss bridge is 228’ long and is the
second longest bridge in Ohio. Built in 1868, it is listed

in the National Register of Historic Places. A 1913 flood
altered the river, requiring a steel bridge to link the covered
bridge fo the north approach. A walkway was added in
1992.

17. MECHANICSVILLE

1153 Mechanicsville Rd, Geneva

Clearance 10’ (4.6 mi. from Harpersfield Bridge)

Longest single-span covered bridge in Ashtabula, this 156°
long Howe Truss with Arch was built in 1867. The arch is
15 layers of 2x8 lumber and is encased by large beams
which form the X's of the Howe Truss. Believed fo be the
oldest of the County’s bridges, it was renovated in 2003.

18. RIVERDALE

3349 Riverdale Rd, Rock Creek

Clearance 96" (9.2 mi. from Mechanicsville Bridge)

This 114-foot-long Town Lattice bridge sits high above the
Grand River. Center steel bracing was added in 1945, and
in 1981, the floor was rebuilt and glue laminated girders
added to the inferior. This creates a bridge-within-a-bridge
and narrows the passageway. The Rd af the east end of
the bridge washed out in 1987 and a new concrete abut-
ment was built.

19. WINDSOR MILLS

7696 Warner Hollow Rd, Windsor

Clearance 11°3” (14.5 mi. from Riverdale Bridge)

Windsor Mills is 120" long and spans Phelps Creek, a tribu-
tary of the Grand River. Built in 1867 the Town Latftice bridge
rests on abutments of sandstone (quarried nearby) and
creek stone. The field stone center pier was replaced with
stone-look concrefe when it was renovated in 2002-03.
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ALL SOLID HARDWOOD FURNITURE

5391 Hayes Rd.
Cherryi§Valley AT Andover, Ohio 44003

‘Furn1ture 440-293.6736
K~ and Bulk FOOdS Saturl;llgl];r:;m?:l;::,l gﬁg::lpsn:mday
DO YOUR LAYAWAY NOW BULK FOODS
AND BEAT THE RUSH!

ERDRCCHISETS BN IEC HINGIRCOM SETS N
.;i;‘:-?n .

3-PC. WOOD BALCONY m CORNHOLE BOARDS

POLY OR _
TREATED WOOD

H_]JiHiﬂE

ENJOY THE *
OUTDOORFUN _|
WITH OUR
" QUALITY BUILT _
SWING SETS

cherryvalleyamlhfu rniture. comﬁ'
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