
By Jane Mcclure

Anew city planning department study recommends 
that Saint Paul expand its stock of one-unit to four-
unit dwellings by making it easier to divide single-

family properties and to construct smaller homes, new 
homes on smaller lots and small homes in clusters. The 
study will be reviewed by the city’s Planning Commission 
in a public hearing at 8:30 a.m. Friday, October 15. 

Saint Paul’s current zoning code may be contributing to 
the current housing shortage and the shortage in afford-
able housing locally, a city staff report states. According 
to the study, 48 percent of the land in the city is zoned for 
detached single-family homes. The zoning code, which 
was adopted in 1975, creates a separation between single-
family and multifamily housing. For example, before 1975, 
duplexes were allowed citywide. Now they are restricted 
to fewer areas.

“Small-scale multifamily housing, including duplexes, 
triplexes and fourplexes, have begun to disappear from the 
city,” the staff report states. “From 2000-2017, the num-
ber of housing units in duplexes decreased by 17 percent 
and the number in triplexes and fourplexes decreased by 
11 percent.” During those same years, the number of de-
tached single-family homes increased by 2 percent and 
the number of attached single-family homes (homes that 
share a common wall) increased by 29 percent. Mean-
while, the number of homes in multifamily buildings with 
50 or more units increased by 40 percent.

In 2017, single-family homes made up 54 percent of the 
city’s housing units; duplexes, triplexes and fourplexes 
made up 11 percent; and multifamily housing with five or 
more units made up 35 percent.

St. Paul looks for ways 
to squeeze more homes 
into single-family zones
Proposal aims to ease shortage 
of housing, affordable housing

By Dale Mischke

Eight candidates are vying this fall 
for four open seats on the seven-
member Saint Paul School Board.  

MyVillager asked them about their qualifi-
cations for  the board, their ideas for boost-
ing district enrollment and whether or not 
they support a temporary moratorium on 
new public charter schools in the city.

There are actually two School Board 

races on the November 2 general election 
ballot. In the first race, incumbent Jeanelle 
Foster and newcomer Clayton Howatt are 
running for the remaining two years in an 
unexpired term. Foster chose to run for this 
seat rather than seek another four-year 
term on the board.

In the second race, six candidates are 
vying for three four-year terms on the 
board—incumbent Jim Vue and newcom-
ers Uriah Ward, Jennifer McPherson, Halla 
Henderson, James Farnsworth and Ryan 
Williams. 

Eight vie for seat on School Board
Candidates discuss how to 
reverse enrollment decline

SCHOOL BOARD RACES  c5 EASING SINGLE-FAMILY ZONING  c3

By Jane Mcclure

Amaster plan for Summit Avenue to im-
prove the recreational experience on 
the tree-lined boulevard and the safety 

of all those who use it will be drawn up in the 
coming months by Saint Paul’s departments of 
Parks and Recreation and Public Works. Citizen 
outreach will begin in October with the goal of 
having the plan in place by September 2022.

The Saint Paul Planning Commission’s Trans-

portation Committee reviewed a timeline for 
the master planning process and its goals on 
September 20.

The plan could include parkway, transpor-
tation and pedestrian improvements along 
Summit from the Cathedral of Saint Paul to the 
Mississippi River, according to Mary Norton of 
the Parks and Recreation Department. The in-
tent is to modernize Summit’s infrastructure 
while building upon its historic character. Im-
proving trails and public access to open spaces  

are other goals. 
City planners will look at the evolving needs 

of street users and how to make Summit a more 
“resilient, people-oriented corridor,” Norton 
said. “Summit is a really important corridor, 
and we need to find a way to strike a balance for 
all street users.” 

This fall the focus will be on assessing existing 
conditions, engaging the public and evaluating 

City to enlist public’s help in redesign of Summit Avenue

SUMMIT AVENUE MASTER PLAN  c3
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A September to savor.  An unidentified bicyclist took a break with a cup of creamy 
goodness during the Union Park District Council’s annual Ice Cream, Peanut Butter & Jam festival 
held on September 18 in Merriam Park.  Photo by brad Stauffer

FALL 2021 ADMISSION EVENTS: PLEASE JOIN US!

For more information, please visit www spa.edu/AdmissionEvents or call 651-696-1332.

OCTOBER 
Lower School Open House  

(Grades K-5) 
Tuesday, October 26, 2021 

8:30-10:30 a.m. 

Middle/Upper School Open House  
(Grades 6-12) 

Thursday, October 28, 2021 
8:30-10:30 a.m.

NOVEMBER
Lower School Open House  

(Grades K-5) 
Sunday, November 14, 2021 

1-3 p.m

Middle/Upper School Open House 
(Grades 6-12) 

Sunday, November 14, 2021 
3-5 p.m. 
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Harriet Island Artists:
Art on the Island
106 Water Street W, St. Paul

Fri, Oct 8, 5-9pm
Sat, Oct 9, 12-5pm

Sun, Oct 10, 12-5pm
Paintings, Drawings, Prints, Abstract and 

Representational. Also Tango Dancing, 
Interactive Art-Making, Musicians, Food Truck,

Newly Remodeled Building, Handicap Accessible, 
Free Parking

651.228.9102     
authconst.com740 Grand Ave mn license #Bc005210

ContACt Us for yoUr 
Home or offiCe remodel

Design/Build
Restoration

Custom Remodeling

we know the 
way home

Naturally Beautiful
Flowers & Plants

Great Prices!
Local Delivery!

651-291-2655
LeitnersStPaul.com

945 Randolph Ave St. Paul

By Jane Mcclure

Midway Center is no more. A 
demolition permit for what 
remained of the 1950s-

era shopping center was issued on 
September 16, and a wrecking crew 
swung into action on September 20, 
reducing the building to rubble later 
that week. Cleanup of the property is 
expected to continue this fall. What 
happens to the property after that is 
still up in the air.

The Saint Paul City Council ordered 
the demolition in August following a 
legislative hearing at which a repre-
sentative of the property owner indi-
cated that the shopping center would 
be replaced with parking. Parking is 
considered to be a short-term use, 
and members of the Union Park Dis-
trict Council (UPDC) land use com-
mittee want to make sure it does not 

become permanent.
At a meeting on September 20, the 

UPDC committee reiterated its con-
cerns about the future of the land 
surrounding the Allianz Field Major 
League Soccer stadium at Snelling 
and Saint Anthony avenues. Much of 
Midway Center was torn down sev-
eral years ago to make way for the 
stadium. The portion on the south-
west corner of University Avenue and 
Pascal Street was all that remained in 
May 2020 when several of the shops 
were looted and set ablaze in the civil 
unrest after George Floyd’s murder.

The City Council approved a mas-
ter plan five years ago to redevelop 
the area bounded by Saint Anthony, 
Snelling, University and Pascal with 
new housing, hotels, retail stores and 
office space. A tax increment financ-
ing district to help finance the rede-
velopment was approved by the City 
Council in August. However, the lack 
of progress on the redevelopment has 
frustrated members of the UPDC and 
Hamline-Midway Coalition.

UPDC land use committee mem-
bers want to see more than park-
ing on the site. “Once something is 
approved, it’s hard to replace,” said 
committee member Roger Meyer. 
“Parking lots have a way of becoming 
permanent.”

In a letter to the City Council, the 
UPDC committee recommended that 
the parking lot be temporary. To dis-
courage its permanence, the commit-
tee asked that the parking lot be given 
a gravel rather than a paved surface. 
The committee requested annual 
updates from the property owner on 
the need for the parking lot. It also 
asked that the property owner assign 
a maintenance manager who can be 
contacted if any problems arise. 

The Midway Center property is 
owned by RK Midway Shopping Cen-
ter LLC of New York. Snelling-Mid-
way Redevelopment LLC holds the 
lease. Bill McGuire, managing owner 
of the Minnesota United professional 
soccer team, also manages Snelling-
Midway Redevelopment LLC.

By Jane Mcclure

The property tax picture for 
Saint Paul homeowners in 
2022 began coming into focus 

with the City Council’s adoption of a 
maximum levy increase of 6.9 percent 
on September 15. That increase was 
included in the city budget proposed 
last month by Mayor Melvin Carter. 
However, City Council members 
said they will strive to lower the levy 
as they continue their review of the 
2022 budget prior to its adoption in 
December.

At $713 million, the proposed 2022 
city budget is 12.6 percent higher than 
the $633 million city budget in the 
pandemic year of 2021. It is 10.2 per-
cent higher than the $647 million city 
budget in 2020. The proposed levy for 
2022 is $176.6 million—an increase of 
$11.4 million over 2021.

With some neighborhoods in Saint 
Paul seeing double-digit increases 
in the value of residential properties, 
the tax increase is expected to be es-
pecially steep for those homeowners.

“I’ve been hearing from constitu-
ents that 6.9 percent is too much,” 
said Ward 7 City Council member 
Jane Prince.

“I believe a 6.9 percent tax levy in-
crease is too high,” agreed Ward 2 
council member Rebecca Noecker. 

City Council members have said 
they would rather have seen a smaller 
increase of 2 to 4 percent in the may-
or’s budget. However, so far no one 
on the council has suggested ways to 
trim city spending and lower the levy. 
If Carter’s 6.9 percent increase is ulti-
mately adopted, the owner of a medi-
an-value $228,700 home in Saint Paul 
would pay an additional $127 in prop-
erty taxes in 2022.

That increase is just in the city’s 
portion of the tax levy. Ramsey Coun-
ty’s proposed maximum levy increase 
of 1.55 percent would add another 
$115 to that homeowner’s tax bill in 
2022. The Ramsey County Board set 
its maximum levy on September 21. 
It would support a proposed county 
budget of $772.8 million for 2022—a 
$24 million or 3.2 percent increase 

over the county budget for 2021. 
The Saint Paul Public Schools’ 2022 

levy will likely add to the increased 
tax burden. The School Board was 
expected to adopt its maximum levy 
for 2022 on September 27, after this 
issue of MyVillager went to press. 
School districts are typically the last 
local governmental units to set their 
maximum levy because they rely on 
numbers from the state to calculate it.

The setting of a maximum levy by 
local units of government has been 
mandated in Minnesota since the 
1980s as part of the state’s truth-in-
taxation law. The law requires that 
property owners receive a statement 
of estimated property taxes in No-
vember. The city of Saint Paul, Ramsey 
County and the Saint Paul Public 
Schools will hold truth-in-taxation 
hearings on their respective levies in 
late November or early December. 

What a homeowner actually pays 
in property taxes is based on a home’s 
assessed value and any increase in 
value due to changes in the real estate 
market and home improvements.

Wrecking crew wipes out the last of Midway Center

Property tax hike is in offing for St. Paul homeowners

Parking lot will replace 
old strip mall for now

Garlock-French, you’ll love 
the way we make you feel

For over 89 years, Garlock-French has been committed to 
quality and value. In fact, we include a no-hassle guarantee on

all our work and we provide competitive pricing.  

That’s the Garlock-French promise – it means everything we do
is designed to help you get more out of your housing investment.

We’ve been up on roofs longer and it shows.

Call us at 
612-722-7129
2301 East 25th Street 

Minneapolis

Garlock-French.com MN License #BC001423

Roofing, Chimneys, Sheet Metal and more
Providing peace of mind since 1932
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For more information on these and other listings, call us today!
651.492.6423  •   TheOddCoupleTeam.com  
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Check out these listings
in your neighborhood!

651-340-2452    SkylineCleaners.net

 20% OFF
 Drycleaning
          Some exclusions, expires 10/31/21. 
       Your Green Cleaner!

“Behind” Highland Village
facing Hillcrest Ave.

We’re
Open!

Mon-Fri 7am-7pm
Sat 9-4pm
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The study recommends that Saint Paul 
adopt the zoning changes in two phases. If 
all goes as planned, the first phase could be 
approved by the City Council in late 2021 or 
early 2022 with the second phase follow-
ing later in 2022.

The first phase would focus on reduc-
ing restrictions that prevent home con-
struction on small lots. These include re-
quirements that address the placement 
of windows and doors, the dimensions of 
single-family homes, the minimum width 
of buildings and the minimum distance 
between principal structures. The guide-
lines that are followed when converting a 
single-family home to a duplex or triplex 
would also be revised or eliminated.

Changes to the lot size and building size 
requirements for accessory dwelling units 
(ADUs) constructed on a single-family lot 
are also proposed. The city legalized ADUs 
about a decade ago, but very few have been 
built. One change that could come in the 
second phase is the owner-occupancy 
requirement for ADUs, according to city 
planner Michael Wade, who is leading the 
study. Only an owner-occupied property 
can add an ADU currently, either in an ex-
isting house, the backyard of that house or 
above its garage.

The second phase could also include a 
package of zoning amendments to support 
a greater range of one-, two-, three- and 

four-unit dwellings on property that is 
currently zoned for single-family homes, 
duplexes and townhouses. Regulations 
regarding lot and building size could be 
changed along with setback requirements.

The new study is being released against 
a backdrop of a severe housing shortage 
in the Twin Cities and the anticipation of 
significant population growth. The rental 
vacancy rate in Saint Paul in 2019 averaged 
4.4 percent. A vacancy rate under 5 percent 
is generally regarded as full occupancy. In 
2020, the average rental vacancy rate in-
creased to 6 percent. However, that may 
have been a result of the pandemic.

According to the study, about 22.5 per-
cent of the city’s renter households are 
paying between 30 and 50 percent of their 
income on housing. Thirty percent of in-
come is considered to be the threshold for 
“cost-burdened.” An additional 25 percent 
of renter household are “severely cost-bur-
dened,” paying 50 percent or more of their 
income on housing.

About 12.5 percent of owner-occupied 
households are considered to be cost-bur-
dened and 7.7 percent are considered to be 
severely cost-burdened.

The study was commissioned in 2018 
by a City Council resolution. The zoning 
changes recommended by the study are 
similar to the zoning changes Minneapo-
lis made in 2019 to allow duplexes and tri-
plexes on properties previously reserved 
for single-family homes.

the street’s challenges and opportunities. 
This winter, neighborhood and technical 
advisory groups will meet to study inter-
sections and the areas between intersec-
tions and review design alternatives for 
review by the public this winter.

Final plans will be developed during 
the summer of 2022. Those plans will be 
reviewed by the city’s Heritage Preserva-
tion Commission, Parks and Recreation 
Commission and Transportation Commit-
tee before heading to the City Council and 
Metropolitan Council for final approval. 
The Minnesota Department of Transporta-
tion and Capitol Region Watershed District 
will also be involved, as will district coun-
cils along Summit and the Summit Avenue 
Residential Preservation Association.

Summit carries between 7,000 and 
10,000 motor vehicles per day. An esti-
mated 800 to 1,000 bicyclists join the traf-
fic flow in warmer months. That number 
drops to about 30 to 50 bicyclists during 
the winter.

Summit has some of the oldest bicycle 
lanes in Saint Paul, dating from the 1990s. 
The bike lanes west of Lexington were re-
configured and restriped in 2020. A re-
quest to turn city property northwest of 
the Summit Avenue bridge over Ayd Mill 
Road into a park will also be discussed as 
part of the master planning process.

“I’m on Summit Avenue several times a 
day and I’m pleased to see this,” said Jef-
frey Risberg, a Lexington-Hamline resident 
who chairs the Transportation Committee. 

“It’s an extremely heavily used corridor.”
Risberg cautioned that public engage-

ment in the project could be daunting, 
given the number of stakeholders. The 
41/2-mile-long avenue is home to many 
schools and faith-based institutions. The 
city’s plan is to appoint a design advi-
sory committee with representatives of 
those institutions as well as local district  
councils.

The master plan will be used to guide 
public improvements along Summit. An 
early focus will be the section between Lex-
ington Parkway and Victoria Street, which 
is slated for reconstruction in 2023-2024. 
The $6.64 million project will include new 
pavement, curbs and gutters, sidewalks 
and street lights. Summit between Ham-
line Avenue and Mississippi River Boule-
vard is slated for a mill and overlay project 
in 2024.

One challenge in planning Summit’s 
future is the changing width of the street, 
according to Norton. Another challenge is 
balancing future needs with Summit’s his-
toric status, she said.

Summit lays claim to having the longest 
stretch of Victorian-era homes in the Unit-
ed States. According to historian Ernest R. 
Sandeen, it is “the best preserved example 
of the Victorian monumental residential 
boulevard.” 

Portions of Summit are included in two 
of the city’s historic preservation dis-
tricts—the Historic Hill and Summit Av-
enue West districts. It also includes several 
properties that are on local and national 
historic registers.

1b SUMMIT AVENUE MASTER PLAN

1b EASING SINGLE-FAMILY ZONING

With pup 
Wilbur in 
tow, Laura 
Jorgensen 
jogged 
beneath 
the shrub-
bery on the 
Summit 
Avenue 
median 
just west of 
Lexington 
Parkway in 
the spring 
of 2012. 
Photo by
brad Stauffer
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By Jane Mcclure

An increase in the number of home-
less people in Saint Paul and a 
dearth of indoor places for them to 

go during the day is behind an effort to ex-
pand the number of day shelters in the city. 
A set of newly proposed zoning regulations 
for homeless day shelters will be reviewed 
by the City Council in a public hearing at 
3:30 p.m. Wednesday, October 6.

City staff had recommended that day 
shelters only be allowed within a quarter-
mile of an overnight shelter for homeless 
people. However, the Saint Paul Planning 
Commission has recommended that the  
facilities be allowed in neighborhoods 
throughout the city on property zoned for 
commercial or mixed commercial and resi-
dential uses. Facilities larger than 7,000 
square feet would require a conditional use 
permit before they could open.

Day shelters provide a place where 
people without a home can relax and ob-
tain refreshments and help with various 
social services. However, concerns have 

been raised about the need for additional 
regulations to prevent the adverse impacts 
from poorly run facilities.

For example, residents and businesses 
in the Seven Corners area along West Sev-
enth Street have butted heads with the 
operators of Freedom House, a large home-
less day shelter that opened last winter in 
a former fire station when the COVID-19 
pandemic closed public libraries and other 
city facilities where homeless people found 
shelter during the day.

Freedom House clients have been 
blamed for an increase in vandalism and 
theft in the area as well as public intoxica-
tion, urination and defecation. Under the 
proposed zoning regulations, Freedom 
House would be required to obtain a con-
ditional use permit to remain open.

The October 6 public hearing will be 
held virtually. To register for the link, visit 
stpaul.gov.

Written comments for the hearing may 
be made by emailing contact-council@
ci.stpaul.mn.us or calling 651-266-6805 by 
noon on October 5.

Hearing set on new homeless zoning rules

By Jane Mcclure

The proposed Metro Transit B Line 
between Saint Paul and Minneapo-
lis is rolling toward Metropolitan 

Council approval this fall. Its latest stop 
was on September 20 at the Saint Paul 
Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC), 
which unanimously approved proposed 
station areas and gave city staff the oppor-
tunity to weigh in on any issues that arise 
as the project moves forward.

The $61 million B Line would provide 
bus rapid transit (BRT) service in the Route 
21 corridor along Lake Street in Minne-
apolis, and Marshall and Selby avenues in 
Saint Paul. The draft plan for the 12.6-mile 
line shows it traveling from Minneapolis’ 
Bde Maka Ska to Saint Paul’s Union Depot. 
It would connect at Snelling and Dayton 
avenues to the A Line, a BRT route that has 
been running along Snelling Avenue, Ford 
Parkway and 46th Street since 2016.

BRT requires passengers to pay at kiosks 
in advance for faster boarding. The stations 
offer real-time information on bus sched-
ules, improved lighting and security, push-
button heating and bicycle parking. The 
buses also make fewer stops. 

Thirty-three stations are proposed for 
the B Line, including some coordinated 
with other transit routes (see map). Shel-
ters would range from 12 feet to 36 feet 
long. The buses themselves would be 60 
feet long.

With Metropolitan Council approval this 
fall, detailed design work for the route and 
its stations will get underway, according 
to Adam Smith, senior project manager for 
Metro Transit. The engineering work will 
continue through 2022, with construction 
in 2023. The B Line is expected to begin 
running in 2024.

Route 21 is the Twin Cities’ second-
busiest bus route, carrying about 10,000 

passengers per day before the COVID-19 
pandemic. “But it’s also one of our slowest 
routes,” Smith said.

All project funding from regional, state 
and federal sources is in place. Streets will 
not need to be widened, but on-street 
parking in some areas would be affected. 

HPC members raised concerns about 
narrow street widths on Selby in the His-
toric Hill District. However, they generally 
expressed support for the B Line plans and 
appreciation for efforts to minimize the 
obstruction of views of historic structures 
by relocating some of the stations, mak-
ing them smaller and outfitting them with 
clear glass.

Commissioners also asked Metro Tran-
sit to find a way for bus riders to use QR 
codes or other technology to inform them 
when they are in a historic district or near a  
historic landmark. 

Thirty historic properties are located 
along the B Line route, including 20 in 
Saint Paul. They include the Charles M. 
Thompson Hall at Marshall and Fairview 
avenues, properties at Western and Selby 
avenues, and ones in the Lowertown His-
toric District, as well as the Union Depot.

George Gause, Saint Paul historic pres-
ervation supervisor, said the project is not 
anticipated to have any adverse impacts on 
historic structures or districts. 

Smith and Erin Que of the consulting 
firm 106 Group emphasized that the B Line 
will not result in demolition of any his-
toric properties. Major issues considered 
are visual impacts where stations are lo-
cated, as well as potential impacts during  
construction.

The Saint Paul Planning Commission’s 
Transportation Committee and district 
councils along the route have already  
provided input on the project.

More information is available by visiting 
metrotransit.org/b-line-project.

HPC gets on board with stations 
for B line between St. Paul-Mpls. 

The 12.6-mile B Line is designed to provide faster and more reliable bus transit service in the Route 21 
corridor along Lake Street in Minneapolis, and Marshall and Selby avenues in Saint Paul.

Experience and enjoy Latin Liturgy 
accompanied by the full Twin Cities 
Catholic Chorale and full orchestra.
Our season begins  
Sunday, October 10 at 10:30am.
Find us where art and sacred intersect: 
The Church of Saint Agnes
548 LaFond Avenue in Saint Paul

ThE FuLL Twin CiTiES
CAThOLiC ChOrALE 
iS bACk AT SAinT AgnES!

West L
ake St

Lake & Dean/W. Bde Maka SKa

Lake/Lagoon & E. Bde Maka Ska

Lake/Lagoon & Hennepin

Lake & Lyn
dale

Lake & Chica
go

Lake & Bloomington

Lake St/Midtown

Lake & 31s
t A

ve

Marsh
all &

 Otis

Marsh
all &

 Cleveland

Snellin
g & Dayto

n

Selby &
 Hamline

Selby &
 Le

xin
gton

Selby &
 Victo

ria

Selby &
 Dale

John Ire
land & Marsh

all

Downtown Saint Paul

Lake & I-3
5W

Lake & Nico
llet

Lake & 4th/5th Ave

Lake & Cedar

Lake & Minnehaha

Lake & 36
th Ave

Lake & 44th Ave

Blue Line (LRT)

A Line (BRT)

Green Line (LRT)

Marsh
all &

 Cretin

Marsh
all &

 Fa
irvi

ew

Selby &
 Weste

rn-

Arundel

…as its 2021 REALTORS® Charitable Foundation grant recipient.
Bridging received $100,000 for its community 

commitment to bringing hope and stability to people in need.

Learn more at realtorscharitable.org

Saint Paul Area Realtors® congratulate Bridging…
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Two-year Term
Foster, 48, has served 

on the School Board since 
2016. Under her leader-
ship as board chair since 
June 2020, she said, “this 
district now has a strategic 
plan that has equity as its 
root and a budget to sup-
port the work. We’ve moved to a priority-
based budget, so we know what we’re pay-
ing for upfront. We’ve also streamlined the 
facilities management process to improve 
schools and school spaces, and we’ve cre-
ated an online tool for transparency in that 
process.”

Foster attributed the steady decline in 
district enrollment over the past two de-
cades to a decline in birth rates and the 
growing popularity of culture-specific 
public charter schools. However, she 
opposes a moratorium on new charter 
schools in Saint Paul. “I think we would 
alienate some families if we did that, and 
our city needs to remain a place where all 
people can choose to live,” she said.

“Charter schools have risen in popular-
ity because they’ve been better able to re-
spond to what students and families want,” 
Foster said. “If we want district schools to 
thrive, we have to do things differently as 
the needs and wants of students and their 
families change. Instead of being threat-
ened by charter schools, we can learn from 
them and work more creatively to meet the 
needs of families and students.”

Howatt, 46, owns Verus 
Builders, a residential re-
modeling company. En-
dorsed by the DFL and the 
Saint Paul Federation of 
Educators, he has served 
as PTO president at his 
daughter’s school and as 
a citizen representative on the school dis-
trict’s Budget and Finance Advisory Com-
mittee. A youth hockey coach, he worked 
with the city to create the after-school Rec 
in Motion program at elementary schools.

Howatt cited the explosion in new char-
ter schools and poor management as rea-
sons for the decline in district enrollment. 
He believes that providing equity in invest-
ment and opportunity among schools is 
the most effective way to stop that decline. 
“The schools where families are leaving 
have the basics but minimal extras such as 
robust art and music, quality before- and 
after-school programs, field trips and sci-
ence fairs,” he said. “When a family at a 
school with the basics wants more, they 
see that the district schools that offer more 
are already full, so they look elsewhere.”

Howatt supports a moratorium on new 
or expanding charter schools in Saint Paul 
because of their financial impact on the 
district and the benefits of integration. “We 
have charter schools that are 100 percent 
Asian or 100 percent Black just blocks from 
a charter school that is 85 percent white,” 
he said. “Our schools are more segregated 
now than they were in the 1970s. We have 

around 65 district schools and around 35 
charter schools in Saint Paul. Our tax dol-
lars are being spread thinner and thinner 
over more and more schools. And while the 
district is going down the path of closing 
schools, we will be adding four to six new 
charter schools in the next two years.”

Four-year Terms
Vue, 41, has served on 

the School Board since the 
summer of 2020 when he 
was appointed to replace 
Marny Xiong, who died of 
COVID-19. “Since then, the 
district has experienced 
many changes and dis-
ruptions due to COVID-19,” Vue said. “I’ve 
been entrenched in this work for the last 
year, and I have the experience to lead the 
district toward better days.”

Vue does not support a moratorium on 
new or expanding public charter schools. 
“Parents know best the kind of education 
their child needs,” he said. “A moratorium 
would diminish a family’s ability to choose 
a school. More affluent families can afford 
to send their children outside of Saint Paul 
or to a private school. However, it is pri-
marily families of color who are leaving for 
public charter schools. What message are 
we sending to our families of color if we 
put a moratorium on charter schools?

“Declining enrollment is not new to the 
school district,” Vue said. “In the early 
1970s, when the district was mostly white, 
there was a great exodus to suburban dis-
tricts and private schools. The district is 
now 70 percent students of color, but its 
mode of delivering education still very 
much mirrors what it was 50 years ago. I 
think it is best to grow existing programs 
in the district that reflect its students and 
have proven to be effective. The district 
should be more intentional about develop-
ing staff who look like and come from the 
communities it serves. The exodus of fami-
lies of color tells me that the district must 
adapt sooner rather than later in order to 
stabilize enrollment. Once enrollment is 
stabilized, the district will have the formu-
la to grow enrollment.”

Ward, 30, works as a fi-
nancial aid counselor at 
Augsburg University. En-
dorsed by the DFL and the 
Saint Paul Federation of 
Educators, he is a former 
public school teacher with 
an M.A. in education. “I 
was an organizer in the 2018 Vote Yes for 
Saint Paul Kids campaign,” Ward said. “I 
helped lead the effort to unionize the staff 
at Augsburg, and I served on my union’s 
bargaining team. My perspective will be 
helpful as the school district works to im-
prove the relationship with its bargaining 
units.”

Ward supports a moratorium on pub-
lic charter schools. “It isn’t sustainable 
to have a forever-expanding number of 
schools,” he said. “Imposing a morato-
rium will give us an opportunity to study 
the impacts of charter schools. The tradi-

tional public school model is the best one 
we have for addressing the needs of all stu-
dents. Schools should be designed in a way 
where they can be held accountable by the 
public. I don’t want to disrupt the strong 
learning communities created by charter 
schools. A moratorium should pause new 
charter schools, not eliminate successful 
ones.

“Families leave the school district for 
a number of reasons,” Ward said. “We 
should survey families to give them a 
chance to explain why they left or why 
they decided to stay in the district. We can 
use the data to address the concerns that 
are leading to decreased enrollment. What 
I hear is that families leave for smaller class 
sizes, safer schools, more art class offerings 
and a more culturally responsive curricu-
lum. I’d like us to reduce class sizes, invest 
in mental health support staff, support the 
arts in all of our schools, and make certain 
that our curriculum reflects the lived expe-
riences of all students.”

McPherson, 39, has 
been an advocate for 
youths for more than 20 
years. “I’ve worked with 
youths as a Sunday school 
teacher, assistant youth 
leader, a day care teacher 
and an assistant manager 
at Wendy’s restaurant,” she said. “I was a 
board member of Ramsey Action Programs 
and a community member of Weed and 
Seed. I volunteer at my children’s schools 
and have been successful reaching children 
whom teachers have struggled to reach. 
I can relate to the average family and will 
listen and find solutions, not temporary 
band-aids.”

McPherson opposes a moratorium on 
public charter schools. “Charter schools 
are doing better at retaining their students, 
which means their students are learning 
and parents are happy,” she said. “The 
school district has areas that need fixing, 
and that’s what I want to focus on. Parents 
in the district are told to remove their chil-
dren instead of fighting for them. Our chil-
dren become targets when we speak up, 
and families are bullied and harassed until 
we can’t take it anymore. The schools are 
not meeting our children’s personal educa-
tional needs.”

To help reverse the decline in district 
enrollment, McPherson said, she “would 
open communication by creating a par-
ent group run by parents to meet with the 
School Board to give families a voice to 
build a better district.”

Henderson, 27, is en-
dorsed by the DFL and the 
Saint Paul Regional Labor 
Federation. “As a young 
BIPOC woman, I under-
stand what it means to 
struggle within the public 
education system in Min-
nesota,” she said. “I work directly with 
young people in my role as policy director 
for the Minnesota Alliance With Youth. 
I’ve had the opportunity to engage with 
students and gain a deeper understanding 

of their experiences in the school district.”
Henderson supports a moratorium on 

public charter schools in Saint Paul while 
a study is conducted on the impact of char-
ter schools. According to her, the study can 
be used to explore ways to build a stronger 
and more equitable school system. “We 
should also consider how to capture state 
funds that would have been allocated to 
charter schools during the moratorium 
and direct them to our public school sys-
tem,” she said.

“We must understand what drives fami-
lies to leave the school district,” Henderson 
said, “whether it’s the school culture, dis-
trict transparency or student and family 
services that are lacking. That information 
can shape what we prioritize within the 
budget and how we encourage families to 
invest in the district. In addition to exit in-
terviews and collecting data, I would push 
for the establishment of a comprehensive 
plan for exiting families.

“The development of the district’s new 
online school was a step in the right direc-
tion for boosting enrollment,” Henderson 
said. “It demonstrates that when there’s a 
clear desire in the community, we can pro-
vide alternative options that better meet 
the needs of families.”

Farnsworth, 23, serves 
as executive director of the 
Highland Business Asso-
ciation, a customer com-
munications assistant for 
the Metropolitan Airports 
Commission and a mem-
ber of the University of 
Minnesota Board of Regents. Endorsed by 
the Saint Paul Federation of Educators and 
the Saint Paul Regional Labor Federation, 
he is a graduate of the Saint Paul Public 
Schools and the son of two retired public 
school teachers.

Farnsworth said he is open to a mora-
torium on new charter schools and the 
expansion of existing charter schools. “I 
support the creation of a joint task force 
among the Saint Paul Public Schools, the 
city of Saint Paul, the Saint Paul Federation 
of Educators and other relevant stakehold-
ers to approach this topic in a coordinated, 
collaborative fashion,” he said. “We also 
need to learn from the success that some 
charter schools have had.”

Declining enrollment is one of the most 
important is sues facing the school district, 
according to Farnsworth. “The district has 
been underinvesting in enrichment pro-
grams at neighborhood schools for far too 
long,” he said. “That has driven families to 
leave for better offerings and services. As a 
board member, I would advocate for com-
prehensive exit interviews with families 
who leave the district, recommitting to an 
investment in arts, music and STEM pro-
grams in all neighborhoods, learning what 
successful charter and private schools are 
doing, and adjusting the district’s strategic 
plan in response to emerging trends and 
family migration patterns.”

Williams could not be reached for com-
ment.

1b SCHOOL BOARD RACES

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave • 651- 224-4321

Highland Park Office
723 S Cleveland • 651- 698-2434

edinarealty.com
Mary Hardy

2+ acres on cul de sac!
9 Montcalm Ct.:  Lovely, 3-story, 
5 BR, Tudor with secret wooded 
acreage behind home. Spec-
tacular nature and distant bluff 
views from most rooms. Prime 
Highland location.
612 751-0729  $865,000 Mary Hardy

catHedral Hill GeM!
467 Portland Ave.: Beautiful qual-
ity Victorian on exceptional block. 
Intriguing spaces on 3 levels, in-
cluding a 3rd floor, 2+ BR apart-
ment. Gorgeous new kitchen and 
master bath, splendid woodwork.
612 751-0729     $1,090,000 
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By Jane Mcclure

Ground could be broken as early as 
this winter on a five-story building 
on the northwest corner of Grand 

Avenue and Saint Albans Street following 
the Saint Paul City Council’s denial of a 
neighborhood group’s appeal.

The City Council voted 5-2 on September 
15 to uphold the Saint Paul Planning Com-
mission’s approval of a conditional use 
permit and variances for the building at 
695 Grand Ave. The structure will replace 
the longtime home of Dixie’s on Grand, Sa-
ji-Ya and Emmett’s Public House with four 
commercial spaces on the first floor and 80 
apartments above.

The neighbors, who organized under the 
banner Friends of a Better Way Saint Paul, 
have not said whether they will continue 
the fight in court. The project has divided 
the Summit Hill neighborhood for months. 
Supporters say it will bring new vitality 
and needed housing options to the eastern 
portion of Grand Avenue. Opponents con-
tend that the building is too large for the 
site, will tower over neighboring buildings 
and bring more traffic and parking conges-
tion to the area. 

Council members Amy Brendmoen, Mi-
tra Jalali, Dai Thao, Chris Tolbert and Nel-
sie Yang voted to deny the appeal; Rebecca 
Noecker and Jane Prince voted against de-
nial. A motion by Noecker to uphold the 
parts of the appeal that addressed building 
height failed by the same 2-5 margin.

The Kenefick family, which owns the 
property, is working with developer Re-
uter Walton on the $32.5 million project. 
In addition to the apartments, it will have 
underground and at-grade parking for ten-
ants and customers. Emmett’s and Saji-Ya 

will relocate in the new building, but the 
Dixie’s name and concept will be retired.

“We appreciate the council’s denial of 
the appeal and we look forward to break-
ing ground this winter,” said Ari Parritz of 
Reuter Walton. “This project will be a place 
for the entire community to live and gath-
er. We can’t wait to bring this important 
investment in Grand to life.”

To make way for the project, the Plan-
ning Commission approved a variance to 
the East Grand Avenue Zoning Overlay Dis-
trict, which limits buildings on Grand east 
of Ayd Mill Road to a height of three stories 
or 36 feet, a footprint of 25,000 square feet 
and an above-ground size of 75,000 square 
feet.

The City Council rezoned the property 
from business to traditional neighbor-
hoods 3 (TN3), allowing for a height of up 
to 55 feet. The conditional use permit in-

creases the maximum height to 59 feet 10 
inches. With the variance for an 18-foot 
setback for much of its Grand Avenue fa-
cade, the C-shaped building will have a 
footprint of 30,500 square feet and a total 
above-ground size of 124,000 square feet.

The appellants contended that the Plan-
ning Commission erred in granting the 
conditional use permit and variances for 
the project, saying the developers failed 
to show hardship in having to abide by 
the zoning code. They said the five-story 
building is out of scale with the rest of the 
neighborhood and inconsistent with city 
and neighborhood plans, including the 
zoning overlay district.

“I cannot see a reason why this build-
ing needs to be this tall,” said Noecker, 
whose Ward 2 includes the project site. At 
almost 60 feet, she said, it will be about 20 
feet taller than the multi-family buildings 

nearby. The existing buildings define the 
neighborhood’s character, she said, and a 
five-story structure will be a detriment to 
that character. 

The East Grand Avenue Zoning Overlay 
District was adopted in 2006 when there 
were fears of large national chain stores 
moving onto Grand and displacing the 
small, locally owned businesses that have 
defined the avenue since its renaissance in 
the 1970s. 

The Summit Hill Association is currently 
studying the impact of the overlay dis-
trict and whether it should be amended or 
eliminated altogether. Supporters of the 
district say it is needed to protect Grand’s 
character. Critics say the restrictions have 
discouraged development, and cite the 
dearth of new construction there over the 
past 15 years.

“If the overlay district restricts growth to 
too great a degree, and I believe it does, the 
remedy is to amend or abolish the overlay 
district, not to grant substantial variances 
to it,” Noecker said. “What’s relevant here 
is not whether we want to see this project 
or not. We need to follow the law. I don’t 
see a reason why this building needs to be 
this tall.” 

Jalali led the charge for denying the ap-
peal. According to her, the Planning Com-
mission did not err when it approved the 
conditional use permit and variances, and 
the building is appropriate for Grand. “It’s 
clear that the project will not alter the es-
sential character of the area,” she said. The 
developers have worked to design a build-
ing that fits into the neighborhood, Jalali 
said, and not granting the conditional use 
permit and variances would make it im-
possible to build.

Council upholds variances for five-story project at 695 Grand

An artist’s rendering of the restaurant patio in front of the five-story mixed-use building planned at 695 
Grand Ave. 

2021 Minneapolis and St. Paul 
BLEND Award Winners

Thank you to all the builders, architects, designers, and homeowners who submitted projects!
Please consider these professionals when planning our next remodel or building project!         Contact information at www.blendaward.org

 The 2021 BLEND Award winners are:

CONGRATULATIONS! See our current and past winners & our first
St. Paul Blend Awards at www.blendaward.org. 

Check out these and past year winners at www.blendaward.org. Find information on Award-winning builders, 
architects, designers as well as project inspiration and how to submit your project for a BLEND Award.

The BLEND Awards recognize the builders, architects, and designers who know how to keep the feel and charm of our neighborhoods intact. Please consider these 
professionals when planning your next remodel or building project! Submissions for next year’s awards open in July. Stay tuned to blensawqard.org for more information.

Thank you to our sponsors!

Saint Paul  Victorian Veranda 
Architects/Designers: Kurt Gough, Assoc. AIA, 
Greg MacKenzie, Assoc. AIA; Shelter Architec-
ture + Interior Design Builder: Terra Firma

Saint Paul  The Donegan 
Architects/Designers: Todd Hewett,
Will Pigeon;  DJR Architecture, Inc.
Builder:  Reuter Walton Development

Minneapolis  Unbungled 
Bungalow  BEST IN SHOW
Architects: Mark Nelson, AIA, David Heide, 
Assoc. AIA; David Heide Design Studio
Builder: A-Squared

Minneapolis  Minneapolis 
Natural
Architects/Designers:  Jim Scott, Assoc. AIA, 
Bill Nagel, Locale Design Build
Builder: Locale Design Build



WEDNESDAY, SEptEmbEr 29, 2021  mYVILLAGEr.com pAGE 7

Serving St. Paul and Minneapolis  
651-401-7167

McQBros.com

Coming Soon

Now is the Time 
to Get Ready for Winter

You can rely on McQuillan 
Brothers to keep you warm and 

comfortable all winter long.

Schedule your furnace 
inspection today and get our 

LOWEST PRICE of the SEASON!

Cannot be applied to trip charge. Cannot be combined with any other coupons, 
offers or discounts. Terms and conditions apply. 

Cannot be applied to trip charge. Cannot be 
combined with any other coupons, offers or 

discounts. Terms and conditions apply. 

Cannot be applied to trip charge. Cannot be 
combined with any other coupons, offers or 

discounts. Terms and conditions apply. 

Any Plumbing  
Service Call

INCLUDES Complimentary Water Heater Flush

$50 OFF

$59 Pre-season Heating 
Inspection

New Water Heater 
Installation

$100 OFF

Minnesota’s ORIGINAL Plumbing, 
Heating and Cooling Company
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Vote ‘yes’ for a richer Saint Paul
A comfortable, safe, stable and affordable home is a 

prerequisite to becoming part of a community and is 
deserved by all. Unfortunately, some renters are treated 
as undeserving of this basic right, a right superseded by 
landlords’ and investors’ presumed right to profit. This 
has contributed to a housing crisis where many renters, 
who make up over half of our city’s residents, can’t find 
an apartment they can afford and others are regularly 
forced to move because they cannot afford rent increases.

People of color experience this challenge 
disproportionately more often, and my daughter is one 
such renter. She has lived in five apartments since her 
7-year-old daughter was born. This is why I am voting 
“yes” for rent stabilization in this fall’s city election. I am 
asking other Saint Paul voters to do the same. Passage of 
this ballot initiative will give my daughter and people like 
her the chance to establish roots in this community. Saint 
Paul will be richer for it.

Ed Stuart
Macalester-Groveland

An overreaction to COVID-19
Last week my daughter, who is on the junior high 

volleyball team at Saint Agnes, had a game at Saint Paul 
Academy. Her team won. However, I missed it, as well 
as all the other parents and grandparents who wanted 
to watch their daughters compete. Because of Saint Paul 
Academy’s overreaction to COVID, because of the faculty 
and administration’s paranoia, I was denied the chance to 
support my daughter and cheer her on during the game. 
Even though I am fully vaccinated and recently had the 
booster shot. 

Maybe SPA was successful in preventing the spread of a 
few cases of COVID, but that is not likely, since secondary 
transmission of the virus between healthy children is 
very infrequent. How sad that the faculty and staff at 
this school are so fearful that they refuse to let parents 
support their children during an athletic competition. 
The case fatality rate of COVID is less than 1 percent. I was 
more likely to die of a car accident that day than the delta 
variant, as were all the other parents who had to sit and 
wait outside the building while their children played. 

For Saint Paul Academy, the real disease is fear. 
Everything in life is a case of risk management. I was 
forced to miss Jane’s game because someone insists on 
absolute safety. If all we’re doing is spending our time 
avoiding death and disease, then it is not a life well lived.

Alexa Kuwata
Macalester-Groveland

The homeless need more help
According to the website, mentalillnesspolicy.org, 25 

percent of homeless people have severe mental illness 
and 45 percent have some sort of mental illness. The Saint 
Paul City Council will be holding a public hearing on 
October 6 on proposed new rules for homeless shelters. 
The goal is to place these day shelters all over the city, 
with no corresponding night shelter near by.

The Saint Paul Planning Commission website has a 
long letter from Parlour bar and restaurant listing the 
many problems Freedom House, the homeless day shelter 
at Grand Avenue and West Seventh, has caused. I am 

wondering when sick people roaming around causing 
property damage and fear of going to the park became OK 
in Saint Paul. Would we allow sick animals to roam our 
streets? How is this humane treatment of the mentally ill?

Somehow it has become acceptable to allow people 
who need help to just fend for themselves because that’s 
their “choice.” We should urge our City Council to come 
up with a better plan to really help these poor individuals.

Georgia Dietz
Highland Park

The madness of masks
When I am breathing through a mask on the bus, 

I think of my poor grandchildren suffering through 
wearing a mask all day at school (except lunch and 
recess.) When will this mask madness end? When will 
children see their schoolmates smile? When will they 
receive a smile from their teachers?

Many studies have shown that the effectiveness 
of non-medical masks hovers around zero as far as 
halting transmission of the virus. The emotional costs 
are clear. We are turning our children into masked 
robots. Emotions are hidden, speech is muffled. And 
being children, they are powerless to fight against being 
masked. You can see the sorrow in their eyes, mutely 
submitting to their muzzle.

One of my grandchildren told me last week, “I saw my 
teacher’s face!” It made me want to cry. Masks are dirty, 
useless and harmful.

Ann Redding
Fuller, Minneapolis

A step toward housing justice
I’m voting “yes” for rent stabilization this fall because 

housing is a racial justice issue. I think of how important 
the stability of our home, neighborhood and school 
community is to my children’s development. My three 
daughters have lived in one home their entire lives. 
They know their neighbors, have deep friendships in 
the neighborhood and feel safe in the community. They 
benefit from attending an excellent public school where 
we’ve built long-term relationships with classmates, 
parents, teachers and staff. 

Many families in our city don’t have the chance to 
put down roots because of housing instability. No 
parents should face pulling their children from their 
home and school because of unfair rent spikes and 
predatory practices. In Saint Paul, just 39 percent of white 
households are renters, compared to 82 percent of Black, 
64 percent of Native American, 62 percent of Latino and 
58 percent of Asian households. Households of color 
are also far more likely to pay more than they can afford 
on housing, with many spending more than half their 
monthly income to simply keep a roof over their heads.

The rent stabilization measure will keep tenants from 
getting priced out of their homes. This policy limits rent 
increases to 3 percent within a 12-month period. It has 
been deeply researched and carefully crafted by local 
leaders who understand our housing market. When our 
neighbors get priced out, we lose out on longstanding 
relationships and the community ties that make our city 
great. Rent stabilization isn’t a panacea for our housing 
crisis, but it’s an important step toward housing justice 
and affordability.

Sally Bauer
Highland Park

Return council to citywide vote
In the last issue, four members of the Steering 

Committee of Saint Paul Strong invited us to share our 
ideas for improving how government works in the capital 
city (MyVillager Viewpoint, September 15). If I attend 
one more “citizen input” meeting where the mayor’s 
administration tells us what they’re going to do rather 
than the other way around, I’m going to spit. As in the 
federal government, the city’s executive branch has too 
much power.

We need to reevaluate our voting system in Saint Paul. 
For balance, we need to strengthen our City Council. In 
order to do that, we need citywide elections for all City 
Council members. We citizens should all have a say in 
anyone who serves on the City Council. No matter what 
ward these council people represent, every vote they take 
impacts us all. For accountability, the citizens of Saint 
Paul need our hands on all levers of government.

Greg Nayman
Highland Park

Thank heaven for unvaccinated
Just what were nurses and doctors expecting when 

they entered into the medial profession and signed up to 
work in hospitals? No sick people? Do nurses and doctors 
struggle with burnout when working with the thousands 
of Americans who are sick because all they consume are 
Mountain Dew, doughnuts, Doritos, bacon and cigarette 
smoke? Or is it only the irresponsible unvaccinated for 
whom they cannot muster any sympathy?

Almost all illness is preventable. And we actually 
need a lot of sick people to keep the economy afloat and 
capitalism rolling along. The medical profession is a 
whopping $900 billion a year industry and accounts for 
23 percent of the U.S. economy. 

We’d be in a lot of trouble without a lot of sick people. 
Thank heaven for unvaccinated people.

Frank Erickson
Standish, Minneapolis

 

A vote for rent stabilization
The rent stabilization measure on the general election 

ballot in Saint Paul makes a lot of sense. I’m amazed at 
how few renters have leases that protect them against 
sudden rent increases; their rent can jump without 
any notice. When you have a mortgage on a home, you 
get a notice each year telling you what to pay. Even 
though it can be an unpleasant surprise when it comes, 
homeowners still know what they’re dealing with for 
the next year. The rent stabilization measure would give 
renters the same ability to plan ahead. Renters could be 
fairly certain that their rent will not go up overnight, 
forcing them to move.

Let’s pass the rent stabilization ballot initiative on 
November 2.

Betsy Raasch-Gilman
Summit-University

MyVillager welcomes letters to the editor and longer 
guest editorials. All commentary must be signed, 
indicate the neighborhood in which the writer lives 
and include a phone number for verification purposes. 
Send yours to MyVillager, 241 S. Cleveland Ave., Suite V, 
Saint Paul, MN 55105, email it to letters@myvillager.
com or submit it via our website at myvillager.com.
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Just Listed!!!
1857 Rolling Green Curve: Stunning 3 BR, 3 
bath home in immaculate condition. Gleaming 
hardwood floors in the family sized kitchen, 
and entertainment sized living 
and dining rooms. Fabulous 
back yard with inground pool, 
deck, patio and porch.     
         Jim Burton
  651-690-8556 • $549,000

214 Chatsworth #3
Darling, light-filled condo, 2bedroom/ 
1bath, 1 car garage with updated kitchen, 
gleaming wood floors, walkable to Grand 
Ave. 2nd floor unit with a 
3-season porch 1200tsf.    

      Brian wagner
         651-497-4387

1830 eagLe ridge drive, #3001 Mendota heights
Beautifully renovated top floor 2 bedroom, 2 
bath Eagle Pointe condo with 
vaulted ceilings and tons of natu-
ral light. Rare opportunity to find 
a completely updated unit in this 
price point. Every inch of this unit 
has either been renovated or 
refreshed. Truly a 10!

 C
oming

  S
oon!

coldwellbankerhomes.com

Highland Park   1991 Ford Pkwy.  651-698-2481
Crocus Hill  821 grand ave.  651-227-9144
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Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Homeless services and Highland bridge—The Saint 
Paul City Council will hold a public hearing at 3:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, October 6, on proposed amendments to the 
required open space on private lots at the Highland Bridge 
development. Comments can be submitted by email-
ing Contact-Council@ci.stpaul.mn.us or by calling 651- 
266-6805 by noon October 5. 

blood and donation drives—A blood drive and dona-
tion drive will take place from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Thursday, Oc-
tober 14, at the Highland Park Community Center, 1978 
Ford Pkwy. For the registration link, see the HDC website.

upcoming meetings—board of directors, 7 p.m.  Thurs-
day, October 7; and Transportation Committee, 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, October 12. Meetings are being held online via 
Zoom. Links are posted on the HDC website. 

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

business roundtable—The Macalester-Groveland 
Community Council’s business representatives will host a 
fall roundtable for local business leaders at 8 a.m. Wednes-
day, October 6, via Zoom. RSVP to mgcc@macgrove.org. 

blood drive—A blood drive will be hosted by Brian Wag-
ner and Sarah Kinney of Coldwell Banker Realty from 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Friday, October 15, at the Edgcumbe Recreation 
Center, 320 S. Griggs St. Visit facebook.com/macgrovecc.

be illuminated—The community council’s fall edi-
tion of the “Illuminator,” its biannual newsletter, will hit 
mailboxes around November 8. For information on how to 
support it, visit the Mac-Grove website.

upcoming meetings—Inclusivity Task Force on Thurs-
day, October 7; Community Building Committee on Mon-
day, October 11; and board of directors on Thursday, October 
14. The meetings are held virtually at 6:30 p.m. For notices 
and Zoom details, sign up at macgrove.org/participate.

Summit Hill
summithillassociation.org • 651-222-1222

summit Hill Fall Festival—The Summit Hill Associa-
tion is inviting neighbors to a fall festival from 5-8 p.m. 
Thursday, October 14, at Linwood Park, 860 Saint Clair 
Ave. There will be food trucks, live music, kids’ activities, 
pumpkin decorating, hot apple cider and cocoa. Voting for 
board members will take place from 5-7 p.m. The SHA’s 
annual meeting will be conducted at the festival at 7:15 
p.m. See SummitHillAssociation.org/calendar.  

Join the board—Those who would like to represent the 
Summit Hill neighborhood on the association’s board of 
directors are being encouraged to apply by 5 p.m. Friday, 
October 8, at summithillassociation.org/join-the-board.  

board notes—The SHA board of directors met via Zoom 
on September 9 to review committee reports and board 

member applications, and discuss the fall festival. Liquor 
licenses for Billy’s on Grand, 857 Grand Ave., and Coconut 
Thai, 720 Grand Ave., were recently submitted. Neighbors 
were notified via postcards, and the SHA’s Zoning and 
Land Use Committee is scheduled to hear public reaction.

neighborhood Plan—Members of the board met on 
September 21 to complete the second visioning session 
for updating the SHA Neighborhood Plan. Ideas will be 
brought to the Neighborhood Plan Committee meeting on 
October 5 and comments will be solicited at the October 14 
fall festival. Visit SummitHillAssociation.org/plan.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

sign up to volunteer—The Union Park District Coun-
cil  will canvass its neighborhoods to inform residents of 
upcoming local activities and is in need of volunteer assis-
tance. Those who are willing to help distribute flyers are 
being asked to email jonah@unionparkdc.org.

board elections—This November, the UPDC will hold 
elections for the majority of seats on its board of direc-
tors. For information, contact jonah@unionparkdc.org or 
wako@unionparkdc.org.

upcoming meetings—board of directors, 7 p.m.  
Wednesday, October 6; and Transportation Committee, 
6:30 p.m. Monday, October 11. To access the Zoom meet-
ings, click on the links at unionparkdc.org/calendar.

West Seventh
fortroadfederation.org • 651-298-5599

board notes—At its September meeting, the West Sev-
enth/Fort Road Federation’s board of directors selected 
Annie Reierson to fill the vacancy for the Area 2 coordina-
tor. The board also supported requests by Travis Temke, 
owner of A-Side Public House, for a sound level variance 
and extension of liquor license for a one-day event in Oc-
tober. Two recommendations of the Transportation and 
Land Use Committee also were supported: solar power 
for the Saint Paul Public Schools and a study to reduce the 
number of traffic lanes from four to three on West Seventh 
Street from Goodhue Street to Kellogg Boulevard.

All things Fort road—The public is being invited to 
the Keg & Case plaza, 928 W. Seventh St., at 6 p.m.  Friday, 
October 8, to hear musician and federation board member 
Mary Cutrufello perform. While there, they can chat with 
a volunteer about the federation, buy a “West Seventh  
Believes” yard sign and learn about rent stabilization.

recipe for success—Recipes are being collected from 
local residents for a West Seventh cookbook that will be 
sold as a fundraiser for the federation. Recipes may be sent 
for consideration to fortroadfederation.org/cookbook.

upcoming meetings—Transportation and Land Use 
Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, October 6; and board 
of directors, 7 p.m. Monday, October 11. See fortroadfed-
eration.org/calendar for details.

District Councils

651-646-7381
24/7 Emergency Service
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Peak Performance 
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FREE
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      Replace your old furnace with a new  
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                          pay NO iNTEREST for 1 year!

$29 OFF

Must be presented at time of service. 
Not valid with any other coupons, spe-
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Terms and  
conditions apply.  
Subject  to credit 
approval. Contact 
dealer for details.
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

By Frank Jossi

Karie and Drew Johnson decided the 
construction of a new addition to 
their Highland Park home was the 

perfect opportunity to complete a project 
they had begun more than six years ear-
lier. The project involved replacing every 
gas appliance they had with electric ones. 
By removing natural gas from their home, 
the Johnsons believe their house is safer, 
healthier and more comfortable. Xcel En-
ergy has even given them a special rate on 
electricity that is slightly lower than what 
other customers pay.

Drew said he began thinking about going 
all electric in 2015. Karie began researching 
what it would require for the family to do 
that. Clean energy advocates such as the 
Johnsons point out that utilities producing 
electricity emit far less carbon than natu-
ral gas companies. And with more than 60 
percent of Xcel Energy’s power generated 
from wind, nuclear and solar, it is one of 
the nation’s cleanest utilities.

The Johnsons began their six-year quest 
toward electrification with “baby steps,” 
they said. “At first we thought we maybe 
couldn’t electrify everything in our house, 
so we started with the dryer, which needed 

to be replaced,” Drew said. Next came an 
experiment with cooking with electricity 
by buying a used induction stovetop from 
the local ice cream parlor, Cold Front.

Induction stovetops operate more effi-
ciently than electric ranges and use no nat-
ural gas. Karie found cooking on the porta-
ble induction stovetop different from a gas 
range, but she figured the family could ad-
just. Once they had, the Johnsons bought a 
new Electrolux induction range. “It’s very 
responsive and immediate,” she said. “It’s 
close to cooking with gas, but it’s a lot safer 
because there are no flames nor nitrous ox-
ide nor carbon monoxide off-gassing.”

When the Johnsons decided to add two 
bedrooms and a bathroom to the second 
floor of their home along with an expand-
ed first floor, they saw other opportuni-
ties for electrification. Their old gas water 
heater had been flagged for poor ventila-
tion and needed to be replaced, so they had 
a Rheem electric heat pump water heater 
installed. They soon discovered a side ben-
efit to heat pump water heaters; they also 
work as basement dehumidifiers. 

Electric heat pump water heaters are 
three times more efficient than electric 
water heaters and seven times more effi-
cient than gas water heaters, according to 

the Johnsons. And as it turned out, the heat 
pump technology served as a foundation 
for their next significant electrification 
investment—a cold climate air source heat 
pump. 

In Minnesota, air source heat pumps are 
primarily installed for air conditioning, but 
they can also be used to heat homes during 
the colder months of spring and fall. How-
ever, a new line of heat pumps has proven 
to be big and strong enough to heat homes 
even in subzero temperatures. 

The Johnsons installed a Mitsubishi air 
source heat pump capable of comfortably 
heating a home when the outside tem-

perature drops as low as 13 below. What 
happens when it gets colder? “We have 
backup electric heat built into the system 
that kicks in if necessary,” Karie said. The 
main portion of the Johnsons’ home is 
heated through vents, while a “mini-split” 
serves the new addition. The air source 
heat pump also provides air conditioning, 
something the Johnson home did not have. 

The family has detected little difference 
between electric and gas heat. Will John-
son, Karie and Drew’s high school-age 
son, said the air source heat pump “hasn’t  

Going all electric
Family reduces their carbon footprint 
with full slate of electrical appliances

FAMILY GOES ALL ELECTRIC  c11

Karie Johnson shares a light moment with husband Drew as he reheats a stir-fry on their new Electrolux 
induction range. Photo by brad Stauffer
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By Jane Mcclure

Historic preservation issues must 
be resolved before a proposed six- 
story apartment building can 

move forward on the southeast corner of 
Marshall Avenue and Fry Street. Devel-
oper PAK Properties will take its 98-unit  
Marshall Avenue Flats project to the Saint 
Paul Heritage Preservation Commission 
(HPC) on October 4.

PAK wants to build the new apart-
ments north of the former Richards Gor-
don School at 1619 Dayton Ave. The Union 
Park District Council (UPDC) Committee 
on Land Use and Economic Development 
recommended approval of the developer’s 
plans on September 20. The UPDC sup-
ports listing the former Richards Gordon 
School on the National Register of Historic 
Places and taking steps before part of a re-
taining wall is removed. 

The development team is working with 
the State Historic Preservation Office and 
consultants on the project. Historic preser-
vation issues come into play because there 
are federal funds in the financing mix. The 
former Richards Gordon School was built 
in 1911 and is now used for offices. A lime-
stone retaining wall around the property 
was built in 1936 as a Works Progress Ad-
ministration project.

Examination of the wall showed that it 
has no foundation or footings. PAK Proper-
ties intends to preserve the southern and 
most of the western part of the wall, but 
wants to replace the northern and eastern 
sections with modular block designed to 
look similar to the original.

The eastern wall along an alley is beyond 

repair, Pakonen said. Committee mem-
bers asked if stones from the walls could 
be saved, but the developers believe they 
would crumble when removed.

The new building would be part of a 
campus with Richards Gordon and would 
feature materials complementing the ex-
isting brick building. Part of the project in-
cludes improvements to the former school. 

The new apartments would be built 
at the rear of the school on what was the 
playground and is now a parking lot. The 
school building and apartments would 
share several dozen surface parking spaces. 
The apartments also would have 39 under-
ground parking spaces.

Some committee members debated 
whether they should push for a parking re-
duction and more green space, but others 
said that was not the issue they were asked 
to decide on September 20.

In 2020, the project received city approv-
als for a zoning change from Traditional 
Neighborhoods 2 to TN3, a conditional use 
permit to allow a building up to 75 feet tall 
and a front-yard setback variance.

The Planning Commission added a con-
dition that a minimum of five units of the 
building be affordable for residents earn-
ing up to 30 percent of the Twin Cities area 
median household income (AMI). The re-
mainder of the units must be affordable for 
household’s earning 50-70 percent AMI. 

Five three-bedroom units will be avail-
able for residents at 30 percent AMI, which 
would be around $31,500 for a family of 
four. The one- and two-bedroom apart-
ments would be leased to residents earn-
ing 50 and 60 percent AMI, which would 
be around $56,450 and $62,940.

Progress on Marshall Ave. Flats hits a wall

really changed the quality of the heating 
all that much, but it’s much better for the 
environment.” 

“And the way the air circulates with the 
new system is so much better than it was 
with the old one,” Karie said. 

The only drawback to the air source 
heat pump is that it takes slightly longer 
to warm rooms, Karie said. As for the cost 
comparison between gas and electricity, 
that remains somewhat of a mystery be-
cause the house with its new addition is so 
much larger than when the family heated 
with natural gas. “But from what I’ve seen, 
it’s a wash,” Karie said.

The Johnsons have reduced their carbon 

footprint in other ways. They bought a 
used Nissan Leaf in 2017 and chose to off-
set all of their electricity consumption with 
wind energy through Xcel’s Windsource 
program. Eventually, they plan to install 
solar panels on their house. 

The Johnsons like to show their home to 
others interested in electrification. “I be-
lieve we’ve established that going all elec-
tric is not only something that can be done, 
it’s necessary to move us forward into a 
world where we’re relying on clean ener-
gy,” Karie said. “I read recently that global 
energy demand is expected to increase by 
50 percent or more in the next 30 years. 
The only way I can see to meet that de-
mand and maintain a livable environment 
on earth is to transition to clean energy.”
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The following incidents were compiled from 
Saint Paul and Mendota Heights police re-
ports. For car and catalytic converter thefts 
and other reports, see MyVillager.com. 

Highland Park
Fatal accident—A male motorcyclist 

in his 40s died following a collision with 
a vehicle near Ford Parkway and Kenneth 
Street at 11 a.m. Wednesday, September 
8. Police said preliminary information in-
dicated the driver of the vehicle was not 
impaired. As of September 22, the ongoing 
investigation had no updates or arrests.

Burglary—Burglaries of occupied apart-
ments were reported on the 2000 block of 
Niles Avenue on September 7, and the 1800 
block of South Mississippi River Boulevard 
on September 19.

—A suspect with a sledgehammer tried 
to break into the maintenance office at the 
Highland Ridge Apartments, 2285 Stewart 
Ave., at 4:27 p.m. Friday, September 10.

Assault—A parent reportedly made 
felony threats to shoot people at Highland 
Park High School at 5:39 a.m. Monday, 
September 20. 

Lexington-Hamline
Robbery—A man said he was robbed at 

gunpoint by two males at 6:24 a.m. Tues-
day, September 7, near Skyline Tower, 1247 
Saint Anthony Ave.

—A man was robbed at gunpoint at the 
Hamline-Hague Tot Lot, 1328 Hague Ave., 
at 11:01 p.m. Friday, September 10. 

Macalester-Groveland
Burglary—Jewelry was stolen during a 

home break-in on Tuesday, September 7, 
on the 2100 block of Wellesley Avenue. 

—A burglary was reported at the Grove 
Apartments, 246 S. Snelling Ave., on 
Wednesday, September 8. 

Assault—A 24-year-old man was arrest-
ed for felony assault, criminal damage to 
property and a DWI warrant following an 
assault at Plums Bar, 480 S. Snelling Ave., 
at 10:43 p.m. Sunday, September 12.  

Mendota Heights
Burglary—A burglary was reported on 

the 1300 block of Dodd Road at 10:41 p.m. 
Sunday, September 12.

Miscellaneous—Police reported that 
a woman’s partner assaulted her and set 
her belongings on fire on the 1000 block 
of Marie Avenue at 12:13 p.m. Saturday,  
September 4.

Merriam Park
Robbery—A man said three suspects 

tried to rob him outside his apartment on 
the 300 block of North Cleveland Avenue 
at 2:11 a.m. Sunday, September 19.

Assault—An assault with a dangerous 
weapon was reported on the 1900 block of 
University Avenue on September 8.

Snelling-Hamline
Theft—A purse-snatching was reported 

at Cub Foods, 1440 University Ave., at 10:35 
a.m. Wednesday, September 8.

Miscellaneous—Felony criminal dam-
age to property was reported at Park Li-
quors, 140 N. Snelling Ave., at 7:31 a.m.  
Friday, September 17.

Summit Hill
Robbery—A woman was robbed of her 

vehicle at gunpoint in the lot of Crisp and 
Green, 975 Grand Ave., on September 12.

Burglary—Cash was taken from a lock 
box at MSP Plumbing, Heating & Air, 640 
Grand Ave., the night of September 13-14. 

Protest—Police responded to a report of 
a protest at the Governor’s Residence that 
drew 60-75 people, including more than 
a dozen carrying handguns and rifles, be-
tween 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Friday, September 3. 

Summit-University
Robbery—A man was robbed of his ve-

hicle at gunpoint on Arundel Street and 
Ashland Avenue on September 10, and a  
woman was robbed at knifepoint on the 
800 block of Selby Avenue on September 19.

Burglary—A break-in was reported at 
the Blair Arcade Apartments, 400 Selby 
Ave., on September 6.

Assault—A man was threatened with a 
gun and power saw after he caught suspects 
stealing a catalytic converter on the 400 
block of Portland Avenue on September 12. 

Miscellaneous—A large crowd of juve-
niles was found fighting on Oxford Street 
and Marshall Avenue at 3:15 p.m. Monday, 
September 13. Pepper spray was used to 
disperse the crowd.

West End
Robbery—A robbery at gunpoint was 

reported on Chestnut and West Seventh 
Street at 11:29 p.m. Saturday, September 18.

Assault—An assault was reported at the 
Truck Park, 214 W. Seventh St., at 1 a.m. 
Saturday, September 18. A woman said she 
was punched and knocked down after get-
ting into an argument with two females.

Crime Report

Antoine Darnique Suggs, 38, of 
Scottsdale, Arizona, was charged 
by Ramsey County District Court 

on September 21 with four counts of  
second-degree murder with intent in the 
deaths of Nitosha Lee Flug-Presley, 30, of 
Stillwater; and Jasmine Christine Sturm, 
30, Matthew Isiah Pettus, 26, and Loyace 
Foreman III, 35, of Saint Paul. 

According to the criminal complaint, 
the victims had been at the White Squir-
rel, 974 W. Seventh St., during the early 
morning of September 12. They were seen 
getting into a Mercedes SUV with Suggs 
at 1:38 a.m. Suggs is believed to have shot 
and killed them inside the vehicle around 
3:30-3:48 a.m. near West Seventh. 

Suggs reportedly drove around the city 
for a few hours, with one victim seen on 

surveillance video slumped in the front 
passenger seat. He asked his father to 
follow him in another vehicle. A farmer 
discovered the abandoned  Mercedes and 
the victims at 2:18 p.m. in a cornfield near 
Sheridan, Wisconsin. 

Suggs’ father, Darren McWright, 56,  
(aka Darren Osborne) has been charged 
with aiding an offender. He told investi-
gators that his son said he “snapped and 
shot a couple of people.” 

On September 17, Suggs turned him-
self in to police in Arizona, where he re-
mained in custody awaiting extradition. 
Suggs has a prior conviction for posses-
sion of a firearm as a felon. 

Bail of $10 million was being sought 
by Ramsey County. These were the 24th-
27th homicides in Saint Paul this year. 

Man charged with killing four in West End

Uptown, New Brighton and Grand Avenue

Grand and Lexington
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By Anne Murphy

Venture into Studio No. 
250 in the Northern 
Warehouse at 308 Prince 

St. this weekend, and you will 
find yourself in the company of 
musicians who have played at 
the Black Dog and Khyber Pass 
cafes. The performers will not be 
there in person; they will be in 
paintings. Macalester-Groveland 
artist David Amdur will be 
showing works inspired by jazz 
musicians as part of the Saint 
Paul Art Collective’s Art Crawl in 
Lowertown on October 1-3. 

Amdur has been drawn lately 
to painting musicians who 
epitomize creative strength. 
“I particularly like musicians 
outside of the mainstream,” he 
said, “mostly jazz musicians. 
I feel they extend the creative 
vocabulary of our community.” 

Amdur will also be exhibiting 
some of his earlier works—
of places he has traveled, 
neighborhood gardens he 
appreciates and the May Day 
Parade held annually in the 
Powderhorn Park neighborhood 
of Minneapolis.

“I feel a good painting is a lot 
like a musical composition,” 
Amdur said. “It builds dramatic 
force with contrasts and 
harmonies. But instead of tones 
and rhythms, the elements 
are colors, shapes and space. I 
often think of a piece of music 
as leading me on a journey, and 
paintings do that, too. A painting 

can be configured so that when 
you’re looking at a particular 
part, another part in your 
peripheral vision struggles for 
attention. This creates energy in 
the experience of looking.”

In his musician paintings, 
the energy flows from the 
performers. “They’re at the 
center,” he said. “On a purely 
formal or visual level, there are 
a lot of interesting shapes when 
you have people with musical 
instruments. They’re reaching 
out. And the music itself is so 
creative. You never hear the same 
thing twice.”

For this year’s Art Crawl, 
Amdur had hoped to show his 
paintings at the Black Dog. When 
he learned the cafe was not 
offering exhibit space this year, 
his friend Mark Anderson lent 
him his studio. “It’s in the same 
building as the Black Dog, one 
floor up,” he said.

Early in his career, Amdur was 
quite active in the Saint Paul Art 
Collective. That was in the early 
1980s, following his studies at 
the University of Minnesota 
where, “under the influence 
of my teachers, I did abstract 
paintings for about a year,” he 
said. “Then, as I recognized in 
the world around me how rich 
the visual relationships can be, I 
began to paint from life.

“For nine years, I lived in 
a fairly ramshackle and very 
cheap apartment in one of the 
less prosperous neighborhoods 
of Minneapolis, painting and 

working occasionally as a 
handyman to get by,” Amdur 
said. “During the winters of ’83 
and ’84, I traveled to Mexico to 
paint landscapes. While there, 
I regularly tuned in to Armed 
Forces Radio for news and heard 
reports of atrocities in Central 
America. I decided to paint 
pictures that told the story of 
that conflict and other social and 
political concerns.” 

Seeking additional training, 
Amdur enrolled in graduate 
school at Queens College of the 
City University of New York. 
There, he found a remarkable 
faculty of painters who focused 
on the human figure and story-
telling. They were part of a 
large subculture that “had the 
courage to row against the tide 
of abstraction at mid-century 
to create truly original work 
founded in tradition,” he said.

With an MFA in hand, Amdur 
secured an Andy Warhol 
scholarship for an additional 

year of study at the New York 
Academy of Art. After teaching 
art in a parochial high school in 
Brooklyn for three years, he and 
his wife, artist Lynn Wadsworth, 
moved back to the Twin Cites. 
Both had grown up in the cities 
and, with a young daughter at 
home, they wanted to be closer 
to grandparents.

Amdur taught art in public 
schools and graphic design and 
art history at Brown College. 
He published a textbook on 
typography in 2006. Meanwhile, 
his painting was put on hold 
until his retirement in 2017 when 
he picked up the medium with a 
new fervor. 

Among Amdur’s first paintings 
in retirement were those of the 
May Day Parade, which has 
been organized for close to half 
a century by In the Heart of the 
Beast Puppet and Mask Theatre. 
Last year, he painted a memorial 
to George Floyd depicting his 
brother Terrance Floyd’s visit to 

the site of his murder in South 
Minneapolis. Though the subject 
of the painting is anguish, Amdur 
believes hope can be detected in 
the people depicted demanding 
justice.

“David’s technique has 
always been terrific,” said fellow 
Macalester-Groveland artist Lou 
Ferreri, who has known Amdur 
since early in their careers. 
“His sense of composition is 
perfect. And he can work in any 
medium.” 

Rather than a single weekend 
event, the Art Crawl is being held 
over several weekends this fall in 
various locales across the capital 
city. On October 1-3, it will run 
from 5-10 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m.-
8 p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Sunday at the Northern 
Warehouse, the Northwestern 
Building, the Lowertown Lofts 
and Artist Cooperative, Tilsner 
Artists and 262 Studios & Master 
Framers, all in Lower town. Visit 
stpaulartcollective.org.

By Anne Murphy

In 1991 the Saint Paul Art Collective 
introduced the Art Crawl to connect 
its artists to the public. The event 

was intended to be more intimate than 
the art fairs that had been held in the 
Twin Cities for decades. The artists had 
carved out new studio and living spaces 
in the former warehouses and industrial 
buildings of downtown, and they invited 
the public into those spaces in hopes of 
establishing lasting relationships.

Thirty years on, the Art Crawl has 
expanded in size and scope, to the point 
of needing a larger framework. “This 
year we’re running a series of events, 
breaking the mold of the three-day 
weekend,” said David Evans, a founder 
and currently president of the Saint Paul 
Art Collective’s board of directors. “We 
felt the Art Crawl had become too large 
to experience, and the participating 

artists had long desired to see what other 
artists are doing. It made sense to have 
events that are more manageable for 
visitors and give the artists a chance to be 
inspired by each other’s work.”

This fall the Art Crawl is being held 
over seven weekends from September 
to December. Following its kickoff on 
September 12 at Celtic Junction and a 
three-day event at the Solidarity Street 
Gallery on Payne Avenue, the Art Crawl 
moves to Lowertown on October 1-3, 
to Harriet Island and the Virginia Street 
Church in Ramsey Hill on October 
8-10, to the Schmidt Artist Lofts on 
West Seventh Street on October 15-17, 
and along the Green Line from Union 
Depot to the University and Raymond 
neighborhood on October 22-24. The 
Art Crawl will close with a weekend of 
exhibits and events on December 3-5 in 
District del Sol on Saint Paul’s West Side. 

Barbara Evan, an abstract painter, 

will be taking part in the October 8-10 
event. Her studio is located in the newly 
remodeled Warehouse 2 at 106 Water 
St. where, “on the fourth and fifth 
floors there will be painters, drawing 
artists and printmakers with styles 
from traditional to contemporary and 
everything in between,” she said. “Artists 
working in textiles, wood, clay, jewelry 
and other 3D materials will also be 
exhibiting.”

Evan has been involved in the Art 
Crawl for the past 20 years. “It’s been 
terrific for me as an artist and a person,” 
she said. She especially likes the new 
format. “Now artists can go and see 
the works of other artists, and there is 
so much for the community,” she said. 
According to her, children especially 
benefit, not only from seeing the art but 
from seeing and talking with the artists.

“The Art Crawl began because there 
were so few opportunities for artists 

to show work in the 1980s,” said 
Evans, who is a painter, photographer 
and sculptor. “We decided we could 
represent ourselves and turn our studios 
into galleries. Our intention has always 
been to encourage new artwork, but 
public recognition that artwork has value 
is essential to an artist’s self worth. 

“There are young artists coming up 
today who envision making a living 
making art,” Evans said. “That wasn’t 
a possibility for those who came along 
in the ’70s and ’80s. We believe the Art 
Crawl played a part in changing that 
perception.

“By being exposed to a wide variety 
of art, people attending the Art Crawl 
learned what they appreciated. They 
learned they could have art in their home 
that had deep personal meaning made by 
a local artist they got to know.”

For more information on this fall’s Art 
Crawl, visit stpaulartcollective.org.

Art Collective remakes fall Crawl as series of weekend events

Music to 
the eyes
Amdur enters the Art Crawl 
with paintings that vibrate 
to creative energy of jazz

Painter David Amdur glances up from his palette while working on one of his jazz compositions in the studio of his Macal
esterGroveland home.  Photo by brad Stauffer
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Korean Immersion Tuition-Free 
Public Charter School

Serving Grades PreK - 11
Join us in our NEWLY RENOVATED
building! 
Busing provided in SPPS district
Intensive Korean immersion for K-3
and differentiated Korean classes
for grade 4 & above
Promoting an appreciation for
diversity and international cultures

Call us today to set up a tour!
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Books
Next Chapter Booksellers, 38 S. Snell
ing Ave., will host readings and discus
sions with poet Ollie Schminkey and the 
collection Dead Dad Jokes, an unflinching 
take on family, loss and trauma, on 
Tues day, October 12; and author Tom 
Rade macher and his book, Raising Ollie: 
How My Nonbinary Art-Nerd Kid Changed 
(Nearly) Everything I Know, Friday, Octo
ber 15. The programs begin at 5:30 p.m. 
Tickets are required in advance. Visit 
nextchapterbooksellers.com.

Poets Thomas R. Smith, Mary Kay Rum
mel, Stanley Kusonoki, Norita Dittberner
Jax and Mary Moore Easter will take part 
in a Literary Bridges reading with host 
Donna Isaac from 23:30 p.m. Sunday, 
October 3, at Next Chapter Booksellers, 
38 S. Snelling Ave. S. Donations are 
welcome for the readers. Patrons must be 
vaccinated and wear a mask.

Author Matthew Salesses will discuss 
his two most recent novels and his book, 
Craft in the Real World: Rethinking Fiction 
Writing and Workshopping, in a free 
pro gram at 7 p.m. Thursday, October 
7. The virtual program is sponsored by 
the University of Saint Thomas English 
Department. To register for the Zoom link, 
visit stthomas.edu/English.

Exhibits
“What’s Next?,” nine charcoal and ash 
drawings and one mosaic about the civil 
unrest in Minneapolis in May 2020, is 
now on view at the East Lake Library, 2727 
E. Lake St. in Minneapolis. The art was 
created by Martha Bird from materials she 
collected in the wake of the uprising. For 
library hours, call 6125438425.

“Complexity Made Simple,” the work of 
Pulitzer Prizewinning cartoonist Rube 
Goldberg (18831970), will be displayed 
from October 14 through December 20 
in the Fine Art Gallery of the Minnesota 
JCC’s Capp Center, 1375 Saint Paul Ave. 
The exhibit will focus on his political 
cartooning and ability to distill a complex 
geopolitical landscape into a single image. 
Also featured will be a Rube Goldberg
inspired machine created by Minnesota 
kinetic artist Robin Schwartzman and a 

documentary film by Geoffrey George that 
highlights how Goldberg was a man of his 
time whose work has remained relevant 
today. For gallery hours, call 6516980751 
or visit minnesotajcc.org.

Dance
Such Minnesota music legends as Prince, 
Dylan, Dessa, Garland, the Jets and more 
will be celebrated by Ballet Co.Laboratory 
in a seasonopening fundraiser on Sat
ur day, October 9, at its studios, 276 E. 
Lafayette Frontage Road. Choreographed 
by Andrea Mislan, “Let’s Go Crazy” 
will feature 13 songs in a cabaretstyle 
performance that is part rock and part 
glam. The fundraiser will open at 4 p.m. 
with Minnesotathemed sipsnbites, a 
silent auction and games. The hourlong 
show at 5:30 p.m. will be followed by a 
half hour of mingling with dancers and 
staff. Tickets are $55, $150 with a reserved 
table seat. Masks are required. Call 651
3135967 or visit balletcolaboratory.org.

Theater
Obscenity on Trial: The Case Against 
Dr. Charles Malchow, a historical drama 
about the Comstock Act of 1873 and 
the repercussions when Twin Cities’ 
physician Dr. Charles W. Malchow mailed 
out a promotion for his clinical book The 
Sexual Life, will be performed on October 
7, 8 and 10 in Weyerhaeuser Auditorium 
at Landmark Center. The script by local 
lawyer Thomas Fabel is based on court 
filings and news articles. Anoka County 
Attorney Anthony Palumbo, retired 
Ramsey County District Judge Kathleen 
Gearin and U.S. Bankruptcy Court clerk 
Lori Vosjepka star. The curtain rises at 7 
p.m. on Thursday and Friday and 2 p.m. 
on Sunday. Tickets are $10. Call Sydney at 
6512923063 or visit landmarkcenter.org.

 Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, a story of 
the need for motherly love and con nec
tion, will be staged by Collide Theatrical 
from October 7–24, at the Southern 
Theater, 1420 Washington Ave. S. in 
Minneapolis. Pregnant and unmarried 
as a teenager, Shelley wrote the famous 
sciencefiction novel not long after the 
death of her first child. The dancetheater 
weaves the classic story of the monster 

with her own remarkable journey. Created 
by Regina Peluso and directed by Heather 
Brockman and Peluso, it stars Patrick 
Jeffrey, Renee Guittar and Betsy Nelson. 
Show times are 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays 
through Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays. 
A virtual presentation will be available 
Halloween weekend. For information 
on tickets and COVID protocol, visit 
collidetheatrical.org or call 6513957903.

Music
Twin Cities pianists Tadeusz Majewski, 
Claudia Chen, Mark Mazullo and Heather 
MacLaughlin will perform the nocturnes 
and mazurkas of Chopin in recital at 2 
p.m. Sunday, October 3, at Gloria Dei 
Luth eran Church, 700 S. Snelling Ave. 
Admission is by donation. Call 651 
6991378.

Organist Renée Ann Louprette of Rutgers 
University will perform in recital at 3 p.m. 
Sunday, October 3, in the Chapel of Saint 
Thomas Aquinas at the University of Saint 
Thomas. The free program will feature 
works by Bach, Bovet, Duruflé, Boulanger 
and Messiaen.

Ramsey Hill drummer Peter Kogan and 
his jazz septet the Monsterful Wonder
band will perform from 7:309:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, October 12, at the Icehouse, 2528 
Nicollet Ave. S. in Minneapolis, Admission 
is $12 at the door. 

Works by Mendelssohn, Puccini and 
others will be played by the Minnesota 
Sinfonia in free concerts on October 15 
and 17. The music begins at 7 p.m. Friday 
at First Covenant Church, 1280 Arcade St., 
and at 1:45 p.m. Sunday at the Basilica of 
Saint Mary in Minneapolis.

Minneapolis singer-songwriter Mary 
Bue will perform at 8 p.m. Friday, October 
15, in Weyerhaeuser Auditorium at Land
mark Center. Known for melancholy 
piano poems as well as electric guitar licks, 
Bue merges piano and guitar in songs of 
spiritual longing and realworld sorrow 
in her latest album, “The World is Your 
Lover.” The concert will be preceded by a 
cocktail hour with a cash bar. Tickets are 
$20 in advance, $25 at the door. Call 651
2923276 or visit landmarkcenter.org.

Highland Park Harmonies, a festival 
of music, will return to the Highland 

Park picnic grounds on the north side of 
Montreal Avenue from 16:30 p.m. Sat
urday, October 16. The bands the Grit
pickers, Hell Burnin’ Sinners, Foragers and 
Bad Companions will perform a mix of 
Americana, bluegrass, oldtime, country, 
folk, rockabilly and blues. Admission is 
free. Two food trucks will be available. 
Patrons are asked to bring a donation of 
nonperishable food or paper products for 
the Open Hands Midway food shelf.

Native Irish guitarist and singer Dáithí 
Sproule will appear with the Lost Forty 
duo in a Minnesota Guitar Society concert 
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, October 16, in 
Sundin Hall, 1531 Hewitt Ave. The Lost 
Forty, multiinstrumentalists Brian Miller 
and Randy Gosa, have revived the Irish
influenced songs of workers who plied 
the Great Lakes region in the days when 
pine was king. All tickets for the hourlong 
concert are reserved. Face masks and proof 
of vaccination or a negative COVID test 
within the previous 72 hours are required. 
Visit mnguitar.org.

The late Judy Dayton will be celebrated 
with works by Stanislaw Skrowaczewski, 
Steve Heitzeg and Brahms in a Chamber 
Music Society of Minnesota concert at 4 
p.m. Sunday, October 17, in Sundin Hall, 
1531 Hewitt Ave. Tickets are $25, $20 for 
seniors, $15 for students, free to children 
with the purchase of an adult ticket. For 
reservations, visit chambermusicmn.org.

Film
The city of Saint Paul is showing free 
movies in the parks. The films will roll at 
dusk, weather per mit ting. Bring a lawn 
chair or blanket and enjoy Hocus Pocus on 
Friday, October 1, at the Como Midway 
East Pavilion near the zoo on Midway 
Parkway; IT on Friday, October 8, at 
Lake Phalen; and The Shining on Friday, 
October 15, in Mears Park, Sixth and Sibley 
streets. Visit stpaul.gov/moviesintheparks.

Bleeding Audio, a film by Chelsea Christer 
about how bands navigate the new age of 
digitized music through the experiences 
of the eclectic cult group the Matches, will 
be screened by Sound Unseen at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, October 13, at Trylon Cinema, 
2820 E. 33rd St. in Minneapolis. Tickets 
are $12. Visit soundunseen.com. 
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Gymnasts’ success 
adds positive twist

Few if any athletes forge a tighter bond than 
gymnasts. Theirs is a world where everybody seems 
to know everybody. It doesn’t matter whether 

you’re a Division I athlete or a youngster in your first year 
of tumbling. In the most positive sense, gymnastics is 
something of a cult sport. 

Most of us have probably hit a baseball or softball, shot 
a basketball or raced on foot against someone. However, 
very few of us have the physical skills to spring off a vault, 
stay upright on a balance beam, do a handstand atop 
uneven bars or attempt multiple flips in a floor exercise. 

We watch and admire those who perform those 
routines well. The insiders, though, take special pride in 
seeing one of their own succeed at the highest level of the 
sport—the Summer Olympics. Accordingly, there were 
a lot of local celebrations last month when Saint Paul 
native Suni Lee and Isanti’s Grace McCallum returned 
from Japan with medals. 

Doug Byrnes was one of those insiders who watched 
Lee and McCallum with pride. Byrnes has been the head 
coach since 1999 at Hamline University—one of just four 
colleges in Minnesota that offer women’s gymnastics. He 
also runs Spirit Gymnastics, which trains youngsters ages 
2-18 in the sport. 

“We’re all in this together,” Byrnes said. “Gymnasts 
are a compliant breed to work with. Sure, they all want to 
win their event, but they thrive on the competition.” 

Kathy Balzart, who has been guiding the fortunes 
of Highland Park High School gymnastics since 2006, 
agreed that the bond between coach and athlete in her 
sport is unique. “I’m often called their second mom,” she 
said of her gymnasts. “I have one former gymnast—she’s 
42 now—who still comes to meets.”

Balzart is hopeful that seeing Lee earn gold on 
television will inspire others to take up the sport. “If you 
want to be an Olympian, you probably have to start by 
age 4,” she said, “but you can still start as a freshman and 
become a good high school gymnast.” 

She should know. The Scots, a perennial power 
in the Saint Paul City Conference, won the Section 

The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

Senior Apartments  |  Assisted Living  |  Memory Care

Equal Housing Opportunity.  OWNED BY: J. A. Wedum Foundation.  MANAGED BY: PHS Management, LLC

Tour today!  
Call Dianna or Liz at
651.695.6400

…and leave 
the care to us!
Whether you’re playing cards with 
friends or just curling up with a 
good book, nothing beats the 
freedom of a maintenance-free 
lifestyle!  At Lexington Landing, 
you or your loved one can focus 
on personal pursuits and enjoy a 
vibrant lifestyle, all in a stylish  
one-level apartment. 
Come join the neighborhood! 

900 Old Lexington Ave.  |  St. Paul, MN

LexingtonLanding.org

Get in the 
game

By Bill Wagner 

Saint Paul Academy 
found itself in a fa-
vorable but unaccus-

tomed spot two-thirds of 
the way through this fall’s 
regular girls’ high school 
soccer season: ranked first 
in Class A with an 8-1-1  
record.

Over the past three sea-
sons, the Spartans had won 
only 12 games. However, 
new head coach Paul Arm-
strong arrived with the 
mindset that winning was 
as much about attitude as 
it was about talent. 

He found out immediate-
ly that his players seemed 
to linger too long over pre-
vious misfires on the field. 
He set about to turn that 
negative energy around. 

“It’s about being posi-
tive,” Armstrong said. “We 
want our players to focus 
on the good things they can 
accomplish rather than get 
down on themselves.”

It seems to be working for 
the Spartans, who are bat-
tling for the Independent 
Metro Athletic Conference 
crown this fall despite be-
ing a fairly young team. 

“We start one freshman 
and one eighth-grader, 
and our first player off the 
bench is also an eighth-
grader,” Armstrong said, 
adding that the team has 
only one senior who logs 
significant playing time. 

All of which makes one 
wonder how good the 
Spartans can be if the cur-
rent group remains intact. 
Armstrong is sold on his 
team’s depth, noting that 
he can employ five players 
off the bench and not see 

any drop-off in results.
The quick turnaround 

has found the team already 
claiming some significant 
victories. SPA edged Min-
nehaha Academy, which 
is also ranked among the 
top 10 in Class A, in a 3-2 
barnburner on September 
9. The Spartans came back 
after trailing the Redhawks 
by two goals early on.

SPA topped Blake 2-1 in 
the season opener and had 
two shutouts over Provi-
dence Academy. Armstrong 
said the Spartans also post-
ed a 1-0 win over Highland 

Park that was as gratifying 
as any of the other victo-
ries. The game was score-
less at the half before SPA’s 
offensive pressure resulted 
in a goal. 

“A team can get frus-
trated in a game like that,” 
Armstrong said, “but in the 
second half we just took 
over. We kept fighting.”

Even in the team’s lone 
loss this fall—1-0 in over-
time against Breck—Arm-
strong had reason to feel 
positive. “We played very 
good soccer in that game,” 
he said. “The ball just 

didn’t bounce our way.”
SPA has good team speed 

and is quick to transition 
from defense to offense. 
“We play attacking defense 
as I call it,” Armstrong said. 
“We’re winning as a team 
right now. Everyone has 
their shining moments. We 
share the ball.”

The Spartans attack is 
spearheaded by senior for-
ward Mia Hoffman, who 
was leading the team in 
scoring. “It’s timing with 
her,” Armstrong said. “She 
knows when to pull the 
trigger. She finds the right 
angle.”

Freshman Sawyer Bol-
linger-Danielson sees the 
field well and can also 
finish. Senior midfielder  
Naomi Straub also has good 
vision and a nose for the 
ball, which she wins back a 
lot for her team. 

Junior midfielder Andrea 
Gist is quick and has point-
guard skills on the field. 
And freshman Annie Zhang 
is solid and smart in keep-
ing the ball where it can 
help her team the most. 

Junior defender Heidi 
Deuel knows how to keep 
the ball out of harm’s way 
and leads SPA’s counterat-
tacks. 

In goal, the Spartans 
count on junior Lindsay 
Browne and sophomore 
Annika Lillegard. “Both 
goalies have been playing 
well,” Armstrong said.

Like many coaches, Arm-
strong said being able to 
play this fall after last year’s 
shortened season has been 
heartening. “We’ve learned 
a lot,” he said, “and teams 
are a lot smarter about how 
to handle the virus.”

SPA kicks into high gear in girls’ soccer

SPA’s Naomi Straub, right, clashes with Mounds Park’s Lucia Simon 
in the Spartans’ 4-0 win on September 21. Photo By BraD Stauffer
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4A championship in 2021 and advanced to the state 
tournament for the second year in a row.

Lee didn’t start her career in Byrnes’ Spirit Gymnastics, 
but he has known about her for years. “She came from 
a gym where the coaching was very solid,” Byrnes said. 
“This is a very coach-dependent sport. The gymnast has 
to trust the coach and the coach has to reciprocate.”

The Land of 10,000 Lakes has quietly become a hotbed 

for gymnastics. Here’s just partial evidence:
• Maggie Nichols, a native of Little Canada, was a three-

time NCAA champion at Oklahoma. 
     • Lee will compete this year at Auburn. 

• McCallum, who will be at Target Center on October 13 
as part of the Gold Over America Tour (featuring Simone 
Biles), will compete for Utah.

• Lexy Ramler, a member of the Gophers gymnastics 
team, was the 2021 AA1 Award winner, gymnastics’ 
equivalent of the Heisman Trophy. 

• And Balzart reports that most of her classes for 
aspiring gymnasts are filled this fall. 

While the hope is the success of athletes like Lee and 
others will inspire more young girls, Byrnes offered 
some advice that rings true for every sport. “To get to the 
highest level, you have to be a risk taker,” he said. As the 
gymnasts noted above have shown, it can be rewarding to 
be one of them.

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.

By Bill Wagner

Central High School boys’ soccer 
coach David Albornoz wasn’t 
worried that his club had already 

dropped two games this fall. He knew 
that facing a tough schedule was what 
his Minutemen were all about. 

“If you want to be the best, you have 
to beat the best,” said Albornoz, whose 
Minutemen were 7-2 and ranked among 
the top 10 teams in Class AAA through 
September 25.

The team’s two losses were 1-0 defeats 
to highly ranked East Ridge and Wash-
ington and accounted for two of only 
four goals that Central had given up so 
far. That’s compared to the 33 goals it 
had scored over that same nine-game 
stretch, including victories over Cretin-
Derham Hall (4-0), Johnson (13-0), 
Blaine (2-1), Avail Academy (7-1), Como 
Park (1-0) and Eastview (5-0). 

Still, it was a 1-0 win at Minneapolis 
Washburn on September 18 that really 
impressed Albornoz. “They are super 
well-coached,” he said. “They have a 
powerhouse team. It wouldn’t be sur-
prising if we were to see them again (in 
the postseason).”

Albornoz, who is now in his seventh 
year at the Minutemen’s helm, likes the 

overall play of his club. He especially 
likes the defense. “We’re really hard 
to score on,” he said. “I’d say that right 
now our team rates a 7 out of 10, but 
we’re moving toward a 9 or a 10 by the 
end of the season.”

In the losses against East Ridge and 
Washington, Albornoz stressed that 
there were reasons to feel good about 
everything but the result. 

“East Ridge is maybe the best defen-
sive team in the state,” he said, “but 
we’re close. Against Washington we had 
22 shots on goal. Their goalie just played 
really well. That team worked its (tail) 
off.”

Albornoz didn’t hold back on making 
a prediction. “I believe that this is the 
year we go all the way,” he said. 

Last year, Central lost in the Sec-
tion 5AA final during a season that was 
shortened by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
This fall, the Minutemen have 12 se-
niors, more than Albornoz has had since 
he took the head job. He feels they are 
even better defensively than they were 
last fall. He also believes they have  more 
chemistry. 

“This team is as close as any I’ve ever 
seen,” he said.

Not that there haven’t been some 
bumps in the road. Senior striker Ron 

Hall has missed the entire season while 
recovering from ligament surgery. He 
might be back in time for section play, 
but Albornoz said the odds are against it.

Central also had been playing with-
out senior central midfielder and cap-
tain Andy Brenengen and senior attack-
ing midfielder Gabriel Albornoz (the 
coach’s son). The two had been out with 
a bad hip and knee, respectively, with 
both having just returned for the Wash-
burn game.

“It really helped to get them back,”  
Albornoz said.

Senior striker and team captain Dylan 
Barrett has been amazing with 10 goals 
in the first six games, including two hat 
tricks and one four-goal performance. 
Albornoz describes Barrett as a solid 
bet to play at the Division I college level, 
saying he has the shot and vision, not to 
mention the leadership qualities. 

“He’s only 5-foot-6, but he gets him-
self in good position,” he said about  
Barrett.

The third captain is senior center 
back Diego Sarmiento, who is a rock de-
fensively and hard to mount an attack 
against.

Albornoz is confident that his club will 
show progress by playoff time, when he 
expects his team to be at or near its best.

Central’s Dylan Barrett (left) vies for the ball with Como 
Park’s Drew Lancaster in the Minutemen’s 1-0 victory over 
the Cougars on September 23. Photo by brad Stauffer
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Dermatology Consultants
When it comes to skin care, they have you covered

At Dermatology Consultants, our mission 
is to provide our patients with exceptional 
skin care in a safe and welcoming environ-

ment. We offer a variety of general, cosmetic and 
skin cancer dermatological services and treat-
ments, carefully administered by our 20 board- 
certified dermatologists at one of our four conve-
nient East Metro locations. 
 We offer general care for more than 3,000 skin 
conditions and concerns, and treat common hair 
and nail conditions. From treating acne or psori-
asis to screening for skin cancer, our doctors are 
highly trained and will work with you to develop 
a care plan tailored to your unique needs. If you 
feel more comfortable visiting with a dermatolo-
gist online, many of our doctors offer this service 
and can diagnose and prescribe medications, if 
needed, in a virtual visit.
 When skin cancer concerns arise, we have 
you covered. Our dermatologists know early 
detection is the key to successful skin cancer 
treatment, and are the experts in preventing and 
treating skin cancers. 
 If you are diagnosed with skin cancer, several  
of our physicians are specifically trained in skin 
cancer treatment, particularly Mohs surgery for  
cancer removal. At Dermatology Consultants, 
we have a Skin Cancer Center dedicated entirely 
to diagnosing and treating all forms of skin can-
cer, including squamous cell, basal cell carci-
noma and melanoma, as well as precancerous 
growths. We can also map your moles with ad-
vanced photographic technology to monitor for 
changes and perform annual skin screenings. 
 In addition to our general dermatology services, 
we offer the latest cosmetic treatments and 
esthetician services to help you feel confident 
in your skin. We treat visible signs of aging, sun 
damage and discoloration, improve skin texture, 
tighten and tone skin. 
 Dermatology Consultants was founded in 
1949 and has served the Twin Cities area with 

award-winning care. Our doctors regularly re-
ceive honors from the community like Minne-
sota Monthly magazine’s Best Doctors, Twin 
Cities magazine’s Top Docs and awards voted 
on by members of nearby communities.
 We recently welcomed our newest physician, 
Dr. Nora Ali, to our practice. Trained at the  
Mayo Clinic, Dr. Ali will be seeing patients at  
our Saint Paul clinic. Her areas of interest include 
general medical dermatology, skin cancer and 
cosmetic dermatology, including Botox injec-
tions and fillers. 
 Request an appointment with Dr. Ali or any of 
our physicians by calling 651-209-1600 or visit-
ing DermatologyConsultants.com.
Dermatology Consultants
280 Snelling Ave. N.
Saint Paul, MN 55104
651-209-1600
DermatologyConsultants.com

SPONSORED CONTENT

DermatologyConsultants.com
651.209.1600

We’re pleased to 
welcome Dr. Ali
Dermatology Consultants welcomes 
Nora Ali, MD, to our practice. Dr. Ali 
will see patients at our Saint Paul office 
for general and cosmetic dermatology 
concerns as well as skin cancer diagnosis 
and treatments.

Please call 651-209-1600 or visit  
us at dermatologyconsultants.com 
to request an appointment online. 
Dermatology Consultants partners 
with most Minnesota healthcare 
networks.

Saint Paul Office
280 Snelling Avenue N.

Saint Paul, MN 55104

Central remains among top of its class in boys’ soccer
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CLASSIFIEDS
home services   

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*
Complete chair re-glue since 1960. 
651-699-4022.

GREG’S HARDWOOD Floors, inc. 
Installation, sand and refinish. Free 
estimates. 651-214-4959. In business 
since 2002.

WOOD DECKS/Wood Fences. License 
#BC581059. Troy’s Decks & Wood 
Fences, 651-210-1387.

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It’s that time of year again! Protect 
your roof and have your gut-
ters cleaned today! Call Ryan, 651- 
690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

*FENCE ESTIMATES*
D.W. Fence. Call Ed, 763-786-4691.

F R E D D I E ’ S  J U N K  R e m o v a l . 
Commercial. Residential. Low rates. 
Free estimates. 651-442-0993.

MASONRY REPAIR. Brick, foundation, 
stairs, sidewalks, tuckpointing, small 
concrete. Daniel, 612-804-6818.

ANYTIME HANDYMAN. All general re-
pairs, large and small projects; low 
rates; quality work. 651-200-9284.

sNoW/LAWN/LANDscAPe  
*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*

MURPHY’S LAWN & LANDSCAPE. 
30+ years. Local, family owned. 
Commercial. Residential. The best 
full service lawn and landscap-
ing in your neighborhood. pat@
PHMincorporated.com or www.
PHMincorporated.com

home services    
BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured, bonded. 
License #BC126373; 651-699-8900.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul busi-
ness since 2004. A+ rating with the 
Minnesota Better Business Bureau. 
Licensed/Insured. 651-387-2955 
LighthouseMoving.com

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates, 651-287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One Construction. 
Stop leaks. Hail and storm damage. 
Licensed plumbers and electricians 
working with us. Everything from 
basements to chimneys. Kitchens, 
bathrooms, all flooring (including 
hardwood), concrete, windows, brick 
block, painting. Siding and roofs. 
Insured. License #BC635082. Angie’s 
List! BBB. Free estimates. Jeff, 651-
285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in 
Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality work, 
30 years’ experience. 651-483-8581, 
Jerry.

*RELIABLEMAINTENANCE 
ANDREPAIR.COM*

Remodeling and Handyman Services. 
MN License #BC665235. 651-262-9765.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

home imProvemeNt
MIKE MOHS Construction Co. All types 
roofing/gutters. Siding, windows/
skylights. Honesty and integrity for 50 
years! Family owned, operated. 
L i censed ,  bonded ,  insured . 
#BC005456. Scott, 612-701-2209.

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815. Basement bath?

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Walks, drives, 
patios, steps, bricks, blocks and re-
pairs. Resurface interior and exterior 
walls. Mark, 763-607-3941.

EVERYTHING DRYWALL. Sheetrock, 
plaster, textures, skim coating 
and painting. Insured. David, 612- 
554-3028.

LICENSED PLUMBER available for your 
old home’s remodel and plumbing 
improvements. GC inquiries welcome. 
Paul, 651-263-3623. DannerPlumbing.
com

home imProvemeNt
BILL’S PAINTING. 38 years’ experience; 
painting, wallpaper, staining, textur-
ing. Plaster repairs. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Attention to detail. Call 
Bill, 612-790-1266.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. Kitchen, 
Bath specialty. 25+ years’ excep-
tional experience. Licensed. Insured. 
Martin, 612-701-5394.

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column 
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612- 
940-7591 or theturningpointwood 
works.com

YOUR LOCAL source for con-
crete work. Driveways, Sidewalks, 
Patios and More. Call 612-930-7071. 
NeighborhoodConcrete.com

RUBEN’S CONCRETE. Free estimates. 
Steps, sidewalks, driveways. 30 years’ 
experience. 651-500-0980.

home imProvemeNt
PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential 
roofing. Local ref erences. License 
#RR155317. Insured. Member BBB. Call 
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN’S PAINTING/Repair. Wood 
frame, stucco, power washing, glaz-
ing, staining, cement work. Insured. 
651-699-2832.

PAINTING. WALLPAPER. Patch. Interior. 
Exterior. Small jobs wanted. Jim, 612-
202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING, 
CEILING TEXTURING. MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BOND ED,  INSURED.  MERRIAM 
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-224-3660; 
“A NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.” 
MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences, 
porches. Reasonable rates. Personal, 
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651- 
285-3237.

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High quality 
work at affordable rates. Full service 
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality Interior/
Exterior; 30+ years; good references. 
651-207-2249. stevepaintsmsp@
gmail.com

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing. 
Remodeling. Tile. Professional. 
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651-
276-7094.

rUmmAGe/GArAGe sALe
RUMMAGE SALE. St. Mark Lutheran 
Church. 550 W. 7th St., St. Paul. 
Thursday, September 30 and Friday 
October 1, 8am-7pm. $4 Bag Sale on 
Friday.

For sALe             
MYVILLAGER memberships are for 
sale! Get your newspaper delivered 
via the post office. Join us today! 
www.MyVillager.com

FIREWOOD. FREE delivery. 90% oak, 
2-year seasoned; stacked solid 
4’x8’x16”, $175, unless bigger quan-
tity. Order before the rain and snow 
comes. Call Mark, 320-980-1637.

GARLIC FOR sale. Organically grown, 
cooking/seed for fall planting. $8 per 
lb or $2 a large bulb. 612-743-1892.

SECOND CHANCE Surplus. We sell 
tools, furniture, toys and more. 
Small friendly, family-owned busi-
ness. Most items 30 to 40% off. 445 
Broadway Avenue, St. Paul Park, MN 
55071. 651-493-3930.

WANteD to bUy
DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique 
jewelry. We know and appreciate the 
value of your jewelry. R. F. Moeller 
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651- 
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, advertis-
ing, beer memorabilia, old clothing 
and more. 651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz, 
Country, Soul, more. 651-224-4947.

HIGHEST CASH for costume jewelry. 
We make house calls. 612-729-3110. 

Classified & legal ads
Phone 651-699-1462

Email WantAds@MyVillager.com
Classified Categories, ad submission & more info 

available at MyVillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 5% discount for 

prepayment of 7 issues. 10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues. Legal 
notices are 60¢ per word. All classifieds and legals are prepaid by cash, 

check or credit card. We do not accept ads over the telephone.

Next Issue: October 13 . . . . . . . . . . Deadline: October 6

Continued page 18

HageConcrete.com

Fabulous Customer Reviews!
Experts specializing in…
 Patching Window/Stucco Repairs Stone—New & Repair
 New Stucco Re-Stucco Sandblasting

BUILDING THE FUTURE —
RESTORING THE PAST

Aaron Cole

Lance SmithSMITHCOLE.COM

TM

www.landscapesbyscott.com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:
   612.868.7787

RESIDENTIAL   651690-4710  COMMERCIAL
mymnconcreteguy.com

LICENSED   •     bonded     •    insured

                           •  Exposed Aggregate
                       • Footings  • Foundations
                       • steps  • sidewalks  • Patios 
                      • Garage slabs  • driveways
                    • Patterned Concrete
            • Mortar-less retaining Wall systems

By Jane Mcclure

More than $5.1 million from the fed-

eral American Rescue Plan will be 

spent on a variety of pressing needs 

in Saint Paul, including increased public safe-

ty measures, criminal court prosecutions, and 

street and crosswalk restriping. The Saint Paul 

City Council on July 28 approved the expendi-

tures, but not before an hour of debate and de-

mands for more council involvement in future 

spending decisions. How to use another $162 

million in federal funds is still to be decided.

Council members Mitra Jalali and Nelsie 

Yang tried to eliminate $975,000 for addition-

al police patrols, but the motion failed on a 2-5 

vote. They wanted more details as to how that 

money would be spent. Jalali raised concerns 

that the patrols would be used in a punitive 

matter toward people who are homeless.

The patrol funds would be spent in targeted 

areas, including near the Freedom House day 

shelter on Grand Avenue and West Seventh 

Street. Other targeted locales are near the 

Central light rail station at Fifth and Cedar 

streets, Mears Park in Lowertown, and Pedro 

Park at 10th and Robert streets.

Other council members objected to what 

they saw as a lack of council involvement and 

By Jane Mcclure

Motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians 

have been frustrated this spring 

and summer with the profusion of 

construction-related detours in the Highland 

Park neighborhood. In addition to an unusu-

ally large number of Saint Paul Public Works 

Department projects, the Highland Bridge de-

velopment on the former Ford Plant site has 

closed portions of Ford Parkway, Mississippi 

River Boulevard, Cretin, Montreal and Cleve-

land avenues at times.

Residents south of Highland Village have 

struggled to get in and out of their neigh-

borhood. Marcia Avner, who lives on Cleve-

land near Magoffin Avenue, said it took her 

20 minutes one day to get home by car from 

Highland Village. “We have very few alterna-

tives to get in and out of our neighborhood,” 

she said.
In neighborhoods north and south of the 

122-acre Highland Bridge site, residential 

streets have been plagued by speeding vehi-

cles. Highland District Council (HDC) execu-

tive director Kathy Carruth said that is a big 

issue for residents who are worried about pe-

destrian safety, especially those with children.

After much debate, 
St. Paul uses $5.1M 
in rescue funds for 
backlog of needs

No relief in sight 
for summer road 
work in Highland
Detours are popping up north 
and south of Ford site project

City Council to review recommended rezoning of 695 Grand

Superior social.
Face painter Stephani Fenelon 

draws a rainbow on the face of 

Delaney Devine, 15, while her 

cousin Beatrice Devine, 9, looks 

on during the fourth annual 

Ice Cream Social and Senior Art 

Show hosted by Superior Senior 

Living, 161 Erie St., on July 27. At 

right, Jeanne LaBore keeps the 

contents of her cone from melt-

ing on the steamy evening, while 

her mother, Patricia McGuire, 

smiles behind her. The seniors 

also showed off the art they 

made during the pandemic.
PhoToS By BrAD STAuFFEr

By Jane Mcclure 

The plan to redevelop the site of the Di-

xie’s, Emmet’s and Saji-Ya restaurants 

with a five-story mixed-use build-

ing will be reviewed by the Saint Paul City 

Council in virtual public hearings at 3:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, August 4 and 11. 

The council will be considering a request to 

rezone the property at 695 Grand Ave. from 

business to Traditional Neighborhoods 3 

(TN3). The extended public hearing is intend-

ed to give the council more time to gather tes-

timony and review the dozens of emails and 

phone calls that have poured in on the project. 

A City Council decision on the rezoning could 

come as early as August 11.

TN3 zoning allows for a mix of business and 

residential uses. Buildings in that zone may be 

up to 55 feet high, or higher with a conditional 

use permit. The Saint Paul Planning Com-

mission on July 23 approved a conditional 

use permit for 695 Grand to allow a building 

height of 59 feet 10 inches. It also approved a 

setback variance for the project and variances 

to the East Grand Avenue Zoning Overlay Dis-

trict.
The overlay district limits building heights 

to three stories, building sizes to 75,000 

square feet and building footprints to 25,000 

square feet on Grand from Ayd Mill Road east 

to Dale Street. The proposed building would 

have a footprint of 30,500 square feet and a 

total floor area of 124,000 square feet. 

The redevelopment of 695 Grand has 

sparked months of debate in the surrounding 

Summit Hill and Summit-University neigh-

borhoods. Supporters say it will bring needed 

vitality to Grand Avenue and provide space 

for new businesses and housing. Opponents 

contend that it will change the character of 

Grand, create traffic and parking congestion 

and tower over adjacent properties, robbing 

them of natural light and openness.

The building would have 80 apartments on 

its four upper floors and space for four busi-

nesses on the ground floor, including Em-

mett’s, Saji-Ya and a third as yet unnamed 

restaurant. The Kenefick family, longtime 

owner of the commercial building at 695 

Grand, has partnered with developer Reuter 

Walton on the project. A previous attempt by 

the Keneficks to redevelop the site met vehe-

ment neighborhood opposition in 2018 and 

was quickly shelved.

The Planning Commission debated the 

project at length on July 23. At the heart of the 

debate was the East Grand Avenue Zoning 

Overlay District.
The zoning district was created in 2006 

to limit the size of new buildings and in that 

way preserve the character of the area and dis-

AmericAn rescue Funds  c3

highlAnd roAd closures  c2

695 grAnd Ave.  c3

August 4-17, 2021 

MYVILLAGER.COM

WAY PAST REPAIR

Damaged Midway 
Center faces city 
demolition order c5

ON THE TOWN
SPORTS

Getting back 
to college c10

MMAA is inundated 

in ‘Many Waters’ c13

Pioneers are in it for 

love of the game c15

vieWPoinT. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

crime rePorT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

ArTs lisTings/KiosK . . . . . . . . . 14

disTricT councils . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

clAssiFieds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

CITY BEAT
Edgcumbe residents 
sue to block city’s plan 

for new sidewalks c4

HIGHLAND BRIDGE

Revisions eyed for lot 

coverage requirements 

on former Ford site c5

THE LINDEN

New luxury apartments 

in Mendota Hts. cater 

to those 55 & older c6

CONCENTRATION CONCERN

BZA postpones action 

on affordable housing 

projects in Highland c9

EDUCATION

Contact Gary for details
651-699-1462 • gball@myvillager.com

(Some restrictions apply)

NEW ADVERTISING PACKAGES
Buy your print ad and get an
online ad for 50% off!
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Serving Lakes Area Since
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Chileen
Painting

   greg@chileen.com      

612-850-0325

• Interior Painting   • Exterior Painting
• Wood Finishing   • Water Damage Repair

• Patching   • Enameling   • Insurance Claims



page 18 myVILLageR .com WeDNeSDay, SeptembeR 29, 2021

SERVICE DIRECTORY
housecleaning

QUALITY CLEANING you can depend 
on. 612-414-9241. 20+ years’ experi-
ence.

coMMeRcial cleaning
GREEN CLEAN your Business. Non-
toxic cleaning. Healthier for your em-
ployees, customers, and the 
environment. Visit us at Superior 
GreenCleaning.com or call 651- 
239-8752.

insuRance
EMILY BACK. Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
MN Health Insurance Agent. Phone: 
651-662-2216. Email: Emily.Back@
Bluecrossmn.com Website: http://
www.bluecrossmn.com/BACK\

coMputeR/inteRnet/tV  
HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On site, 
free pickup, delivery, troubleshoot-
ing, upgrades, virus spyware removal, 
networking wired and wireless, in-
stallation. Great rates. 10 years in 
Highland. 651-698-7519; 651-470-3792. 

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service 
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-
207-8276.

office/pRoofReaDing
WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription. 
Typing. Copy Editing. Legal, academic, 
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

WeB/gRaphic Design
PROFESSIONAL WORDPRESS and 
WEBSITE DESIGN, development and 
maintenance. Graphic design of 
logos, flyers, invitations, newsletters, 
catalogs, brochures, etc. Also custom 
signs made to order for holiday gifts, 
businesses, sales, weddings, retire-
ment, etc. Fast, reasonable and local. 
25+ years’ experience. For more de-
tails, text 612-860-5137 or visit 
VelvetElvis.com

seWing/tailoRing
HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations. 
Tailoring. Women. Men. 712 South 
Cleveland. 651-698-6117. Highland 
Tailors.com

enteRtainMent
SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; weddings, 
private parties; listen at www.john 
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.

Music instRuction
PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University. 
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All 
Ages. Online lessons available. Gene 
Swanson, 651-269-6983.

snoW/laWn/lanDscape

THE BEST Residential Snow Removal 
Services. Seasonal contracts starting 
as low as $280/month. Bluhm 
Brothers Landscaping. 651-227-2584 
or www.BluhmBrothers.com

SNOW REMOVAL. Seasonal cleanups. 
Gutter cleaning. Lawn service. Free 
estimates. Insured. 651-699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, 
U of MN. Certified Nursery and 
Landscape Professional. Living Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 612-
868-7787; LandscapesByScott.com

CNT SNOW REMOVAL and Lawn Care. 
Hedge trimming. Highland resident. 
Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Dean, 651-298-0781.

SEASONAL CLEANUP. Brush removal, 
light tree trimming, rototilling, haul-
ing. Jud, 651-230-2354.

URBANSCAPES. FLOWER & VEGETABLE 
BED MAINTENANCE, WEEDING, 
WATERING ETC. SMALL TREE & SHRUB 
PRUNING. WINTER SNOW SHOVELING. 
CALL MARTEY, 651-917-7982.

SHOVELING. Macalester area. Weekly, 
monthly, seasonal rates. Call/text Jim: 
612-202-5514.

*ROOF SNOW & ICE REMOVAL*
Professional. Experienced. Protect 
your roof. Ryan, Pates Roofing. 651-
690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

FALL CLEANUP. Friendly & Fast. 1. Leaf 
Blowing. 2. Leaf Pickup. Choose ei-
ther option or both. Call Derrick for a 
quote: 651-333-0761.

housecleaning
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable 
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates 
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

NICCI MAIDS. Professional House    
cleaning Services. Bonded and in-
sured. References. 651-253-5561.

MB’S CLEANING SERVICE. 28 years in 
business. Seasonal cleaning specials. 
$50 off 1st cleaning. Gift certificates. 
651-225-1960. mbscleaning.com

L + A CLEAN MACHINE. Quality service. 
Good pricing. Residential and com-
mercial cleaning. 770-837-1333.

GREEN CLEAN your Home. Non-toxic 
cleaning. Healthier for your fam-
ily and the environment. Visit us at 
SuperiorGreenCleaning.com or call 
651-239-8752.

Continued

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

651-497-9891

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR 
& TuCkpoinTing

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

ConCrete & 
Masonry

new, repair & replace
step repair

Bobcat • Dump Truck
Demolition • Landscaping

Gary 651-423-6666

Landscape

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com
651•436•6568

Jeff Menard

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls

patios – steps – Walks
      

Chad Arneson

Rating

LANDSCAPING 
& MATERIALS
Sand, gravel, topsoil & 

compost delivered
Call Botany Bob @ 651-271-7462

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

Stump Grinding &
Ash Tree Injection
 ISA Certified Arborist
Dave  651 492 5216

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,

exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.
Call 651644-8567

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

ABEL’S CONCRETE

CELL: 651263-6572
FREE ESTIMATES

New & Repair • Foundation Repair
Brick • Tuckpointing • Concrete
Chimney Repair • Glass Block
Windows • Sidewalks & Steps

Remodeling • Painting • Roofing

LICENSED
INSURED

BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
• Installation  • Repair  • Refinishing
• Sanding (Dust Free)  • 18 yrs exp

Free Estimates
 651-230-7232    952-292-2349
 escobarflooring@gmail.com

      HYDEAND
     HARMSEN
 C O N S T R U C T I O N

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

651-373-1264
PanianConstruction.com

#BC319518Est. 1976

Repair & Rebuild

Tuckpointing
Chimneys

Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

Small Concrete Jobs
Bobcat & Dump Truck

Total Lawn Maintenance
Landscaping Projects
Shrub Maintenance

kernlawnservice.com
In business since 1984

Major Credit Cards aCCepted
651.207.5396

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

New CoNstruCtioN 
decks, doors, porches,

restoration & more

JL
OF

serViCes

651-276-8233

Remodel
Renovate
RestoRe

RUG CLEANING
Free pick up & delivery

Free Sanitizer application
Cleaned with non-toxic products

NatureWise ChemDry
651-341-0933 Text or Call
naturewisechemdry.com
West 7th ~ Locally Owned

Replace Your
Storm Windows

Wrought Iron
PaIntIng

Free Estimates
Mark 651.253.1436

InterConnect
Landscaping LLC

Family Owned

651-925-7356
No project too small.
• Lawn care   • Snow removal

• All landscaping projects
• Junk removal

interconnectlandscaping.com

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

ISA Certified Arborists
Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough
Tree Service

ConCrete
Sidewalks & Steps

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
BRICK, BLOCK

& stuCCO RepaIR
Over 25 yrs. Experience

Lic • Bonded • Ins
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

651-699-1462
Call for details

(some restrictions apply)

We NoW ACCept

Legal
Notices!

PLUMBING • REPAIR • REMODELING

All Star-Blue
    Star & Rounded reverse red

Master Plumber
Serving Highland Since 1984

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Free Estimates • 1 yr. warranty

Cell (612) 865-2369
~ No overtime charges ~
Angie’s Preferred List

Jack Stodola       MN #003414 PM

Rick’s Backyard
      FiRewood
$35 a Wheel barrel / $5 for bundle
Call for Delivery  651•278•8594

Don’t miss an issue, become a member today!

NEW WEBSITE COMING SOON!

New Features • Member Accounts
Newsletters • Archives 
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
set forth in Section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this document under oath. 
Date filed: August 25, 2021 Signed by: 
Ann Elenbaas Mailing Address: None 
Provided Email for Official Notices: 
annmelenbaas@gmail.com

STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE 
OF ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota 
Statutes, Chapter 333. The filing of 
an assumed name does not provide 
a user with exclusive rights to that 
name. The filing is required for con-
sumer protection in order to enable 
consumers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business. 1. List the 
exact assumed name under which 
the business is or will be conducted: 
VitalPath 2. List the Principal Place 
of Business: 1758 Terrace Drive, 
Roseville, MN 55113 3. List the name 
and complete street address of all 
persons conducting business under 
the above Assumed Name, OR if an 
entity, provide the legal corporate, 
LLC, or Limited Partnership name and 
registered office address: Catheter 
and Medical Design LLC; 1758 Terrace 
Drive, Roseville, MN 55113. VitalDyne 
Medical LLC; 400 Cokate St E, Cokato 
MN 55321 4. I, the undersigned, certify 
that I am signing this document as 
the person whose signature is re-
quired, or as agent of the person(s) 
whose signature would be required 
who has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify that 
I have completed all required fields, 
and that the information in this doc-
ument is true and correct and in com-
pliance with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes. I understand 
that by signing this document I am 
subject to the penalties of perjury as 
set forth in Section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this document under oath. 
Date filed: August 19, 2021 Signed by: 
Connie Beck Mailing Address: None 
provided Email for Official Notices: 
cs@vitalpath.com

STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The fil-
ing is required for consumer protec-
tion in order to enable consumers to 
be able to identify the true owner of 
a business. 1. List the exact assumed 
name under which the business is or 
will be conducted: Jommi Designs 2. 
List the Principal Place of Business: 
147 West Page Street, St. Paul, MN 
55107, USA 3. List the name and 
complete street address of all per-
sons conducting business under the 
above Assumed Name, OR if an entity, 
provide the legal corporate, LLC, or 
Limited Partnership name and regis-
tered office address: Latitudes, Inc.; 
147 West Page Street, St. Paul, MN 
55107, USA 4. I, the undersigned, cer-
tify that I am signing this document 
as the person whose signature is re-
quired, or as agent of the person(s) 
whose signature would be required 
who has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify that 
I have completed all required fields, 
and that the information in this doc-
ument is true and correct and in com-
pliance with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes. I understand 
that by signing this document I am 
subject to the penalties of perjury 
as set forth in Section 609.48 as if 
I had signed this document under 
oath. Date filed: September 22, 2021 
Signed by: Antonio Franklin Mailing 
Address: 147 West Page Street, St. 
Paul, MN 55107, USA Email for Official 
Notices: jommi@pro-ns.net

PIANO TUNING/ REPAIR
GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered piano 
tuner/technician. See website for 
coupon. 651-644-3111.

TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys? Excellent 
Service. Call/Text Torger, 651- 
230-0193.

for rent - residential
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly  accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment 
Homes available in the Highland 
Park and Crocus Hill areas. Call 
651-698-6111 today for rental in-
formation on several communities 
professionally managed by Mid 
Continent Management Corp. 

1849 ST. CLAIR. 3-4 Bedroom, 2 Bath. 
Sunny upper duplex, 2 levels, hard-
wood floors, fireplace, built-ins, 
parking. $1800-2200. Available 9/15. 
651-707-6888.

HelP Wanted
This newspaper will not knowingly 
 accept any advertising which is in vio-
lation of the law. No attention to race, 
color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, national origin, vet-
eran or disability status will be al-
lowed. Equal employment opportunity. 

BAKERY HIRING! La Boulangerie 
Marguerite is hiring for a key pro-
duction supervision position, several 
retail and back-of-house positions. 
See our website for more information 
and to apply. https://la-marg.com/
pages/career-opportunities

leGal notiCes
STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The fil-
ing is required for consumer protec-
tion in order to enable consumers to 
be able to identify the true owner of 
a business. 1. List the exact assumed 
name under which the business is or 
will be conducted: A E R E Consulting 
LLC 2. List the Principal Place of 
Business: 1360 University Ave W 
Suite 146 Saint Paul Minnesota 55104 
United States 3. List the name and 
complete street address of all per-
sons conducting business under the 
above Assumed Name, OR if an entity, 
provide the legal corporate, LLC, or 
Limited Partnership name and regis-
tered office address: Perpetual 3D 
LLC; 1360 University Ave W Suite 146 
Saint Paul Minnesota 55104 United 
States 4. I, the undersigned, certify 
that I am signing this document as 
the person whose signature is re-
quired, or as agent of the person(s) 
whose signature would be required 
who has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify that I 
have completed all required fields, 
and that the information in this docu-
ment is true and correct and in com-
pliance with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes. I understand 
that by signing this document I am 
subject to the penalties of perjury as 
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 �Dustless Recoating
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F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service
 • Clean • Repair • Install
  www.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured               Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson    651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/
    Skim Coating
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                          HEATING INC.

 651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Quality brush &
stump removal
• Small Tree Removal  • Tree Prunning
• Hedge/Shrub Removal & Trimming

                   612-369-1987No Job too Small  
Call Mike Arborist

Exteriors by DesignExteriors by Design

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior

• Free Estimates • References

                  Call Jesse 651-206-2454
#BC738852 ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

HELP WANTED
Get paid to exercise!
Newspaper delivery people for both employee

and independent contractor positions.
Weekday and weekend routes available.

No early morning delivery.

CONTACT Kyle Stone at 651-487-1328
Independent Delivery Service

440 West Minnehaha Ave., St. Paul, MN 55103

Lic. #RR155317Licensed • Bonded • Insured
PatesRoofing.com

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

BASEMENT WINDOW GUY
Replacement Windows 
Glass Block Windows
FREE ESTIMATES  651-208-8210
BasementWindowGuy.com
Lic: BC646746   Frank Gardner Construction LLC

www.harlanfl oors.com • 612-251-4290

Local Service for Over 40 Years

• Installation
• Restoration
• Repairs
• Buff & Coat
“ We don’t cut corners – 
we scrape them!”

Harlan Hardwood SWJ NR2 2cx2.indd   1 7/22/11   5:22 PMMike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

You need 
a patio or 
landscape 
update! 

24 HR EmERgEncy SERvicE
Tree Removal/Tree & 

Shrub Pruning & More
★ ★ 32 Years Exp ★ ★ 651.690.3200

allseasonstreemn.com

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

SPECIAL
Home
Improvement
Section
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leGal notiCes

Odis quia volor magnist, velique et quam quam, unt adit ab init ommod quam et eat 
volupta quiate la cus, sequi repro expelique et que elis quias magnate laut moluptati cor 
alibusc iatium aut estotas mi, odit, sam fugias ut fugit, odigent oressequi num sitae nul-
lantem quia nonse oditioresto que vendemp orectem porate vidionsequis dolore pressim 
non consecaboria sim sit apiet quundam, qui re eosa intur. Buy it from Merriam Park 
Repair, 444 N. Prior, Saint Paul. 651-645-1443. www.YourWebSiteHere.com

Merriam Park Repair

Merriam Park Repair
444 N. Prior • St. Paul, MN  55104 • 651-645-1443

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

We service most makes 
and sell NEW!

SNOWBLOWER TUNE UP

Pickup & Delivery
• Established 1989 •

444 N. Prior • St. Paul  55104 • 651-645-1443
Visit our website:  www.merriamparkrepair.com

Join the more than 7,000
people who follow

on Facebook.

Facebook.com/MyVillager/

Schedule Your Fall & Winter  
Tree Trimming and Shrub Prunning.

Roger Gatz @ 651  699-7022
  rogertree.com  Your Neighborhood Certified Arborist
Trimming • STump removal • removalS

Roger’s
Tree

Service



    

coldwellbankerhomes.com

Crocus Hill
821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park
1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

COLIN VOERDING
651-357-3667

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106

LOLLy MCNEELy
SALMEN

612-810-4138

phILIp M. WAhLbERG
651-336-2410

bRIAN WAGNER, M.ED.
651-497-4387

MIChAELA TOOhEy
651-253-6830

DEb SOuChERAy
651-263-0552

TOM EDELSTEIN, CRS
hENRy EDELSTEIN, CRS

651-695-4300

KAREN KELjIK
612-414-3245

SARAh KINNEy
MATChMAKER
651-231-2211

NANCy bERGER
651-236-0636

Tj pIERRET
651-755-6669

DAVID NOyES, jR. 
REAL ESTATE GROup

651-233-0748

MORAGhAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697

CLAIRE bISANZ DISTAD
651-307-7260

MIChELE DuMOND
651-283-7996

GARy fAbEL
651-334-3659

MIKE jAMbOR
612-889-9773

MyA hONEyWELL
ThE hIVE

651-329-3619

RObbIE GROSSMAN
651-434-7887

MARY KNUDSEN
651-335-6619

ANNE KIRChNER
651-335-3388

jIM buRTON
651-690-8556

bRyAN bEDESSEM
612-382-8415

  

     

     

1289 Bayard avenue 
Darling 1.5 story bungalow in demand 
Highland Park. 4BR/1.5BA/3 car garage. 
Two main floor bedrooms! All new win-
dows. Hardwood floors & 
classic built-ins. Bright, spa-
cious kitchen with stainless 
steel appliances & tile floors.   

TJ PiERRET
651-755-6669 • $349,000

1173 virginia ST. 
Classic bungalow on quiet street. Two main floor BRs. 
Large BR on the UL. Updated BAs on main floor & LL. 
Hrdwd flrs. 3 season porch. Corner lot w/fenced yard. 
Storage shed & single car gar. Newer 
roof & furnace. Excellent buyer oppor-
tunity to build equity as a homestead, 
or investment potential.   

TJ PiERRET
651-755-6669 • $235,000

3713 LyndaLe avenue S • MinneapoLiS 
This updated classic home was renovated by a DIY cable 
network team in 2010. High ceilings, quality materials, clean 
lines & unique spaces thru-out this home. Inviting 3-season frnt 
porch. Main floor features a large LR, formal 
DR & den. Original wdwrk, wainscotting, 
built-in buffet, & French drs. Modern kitch-
en. Full tiled full bath on each level.    

TJ PiERRET
651-755-6669 • $450,000

SARAH KiNNEY
AND FRiENDS 
651-270-6409

www.sarahkinney.com

SARAH KiNNEY
AND FRiENDS 
651-270-6409

www.sarahkinney.com

F. SCoTT FiTZGeRaLd BRoWnSTone!
Once the home of F. Scott Fitzgerald, this fabulous end-unit 
brownstone is in like-new condition! Beautifully designed 
craftsman style interior and luxury finishes throughout! 
Professionally update from top-to-bottom with spectacular 
owner’s suite including, jetted tub, walk-in tiled shower, 
double vanities, customized closets and walk-out to your own 
personal outdoor oasis! Call for details.

RiveR FRonT end-uniT ToWnHoMe!
With amazing views of the Mississippi & High Bridge, this one 
is a WOW! Completely updated to perfection featuring 2 gas 
fireplaces, 4 decks, 3 overlooking the river, endless built-ins, 
electronic blinds, surround-sound, spa-like master & sensa-
tional new chef’s kitchen w/stunning granite throughout. All 
near the best in St. Paul’s nightlife, river walking trails & much 
more! Call for details.

Sunny HiGHLand Condo!    
Light filled 2 BR/2 BA condo in Highland Park. 
Private deck overlooking quiet courtyard. Carefree 
living with 2 underground parking spots, elevator, 
in-unit laundry. 605 Snelling Ave S, #311.
www.wahlbergtoohey.com
MiCHAElA TooHEY 
PHiliP wAHlbERG 
651-336-2410
$315,000

SuMMiT avenue ToWnHoMe
Smashing 3 BR rowhouse style home.   
Beautifully updated kitchen and main 
floor family room. Spacious and com-
fortable living spaces, both 
indoor and outdoor.  
AnotherHomeSoldByMary.com

MARY KNUDSEN crs 
651-335-6619 • $749,900

ANITA C. hILL
651-707-6408

BRiMMinG WiTH CHaRM!    
Discover this gracious 4BR, 2BA classic, boast-
ing an open floorplan with living room and adja-
cent sitting room, formal dining, sun-splashed 
kitchen with breakfast nook. 
Hardwood floors, oversized 2-car, 
great location! 1955 Lincoln Ave. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

ToM EDElSTEiN CRS, ABR
651-695-4300 • $399,000

enCHanTinG TudoR GeM!
Delightful 3BR, 2BA is accented with gleaming 
hardwood, rich natural woodwork, 2 fireplaces. 
Elegant formal dining, sparkling sunroom, gor-
geous backyard oasis, patio, 
2car with climate-controlled loft/
studio! 1676 Eleanor Ave. *click 
on www.teamedelstein.com  

HENRY EDElSTEiN crs
651-276-1770 • $647,900

WeST 7TH  GeM!   
Well-loved classic and spacious 1900 built 
home in a private setting and yet walkable to 
so much! Stained glass windows, original built-
ins, high ceilings, charming wrap 
around porch! Gorgeous easy 
care gardens. 520 Jefferson Ave.
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JoHNSoN crs, GRi
651-329-1264 • $429,900

1934 TWin CiRCLe dRive   
Wonderful Mendota Heights rambler on a quiet 
street with a cul-de-sac feel. Three bedrooms 
on main level, private master bath, attached 
heated garage, spacious back 
deck private dec.  Finished lower 
level and LOTS of storage.
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JoHNSoN crs, GRi
651-329-1264 • $424,900
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SOLD

neW LiST in WeST SainT pauL!
Sprawling executive all-brick rambler offers 4 
bedrooms, 3 baths, including main  floor own-
er’s suite with connecting sun room and porch.  
Lower level family room with 
gas fireplace,  3 bedrooms, plus 
extensive landscaping with pri-
vate patio. Call Lolly for details!

lollY MCNEElY SAlMEN 
612-810-4138

STunninG RiveR v ieWS…
From first floor Riverain unit at 1021 Sibley Memorial Hwy. 
Expansive green space outside your patio door to the bluff. 
Second owner has just completed over $40k in improvements 
w/improved owner’s suite & decor + granite 
kitchen, newer appls, gas FP & wet bar. 
Lovely neutral decor for 2BR’s, 2BA’s - just 
under 1600 fsqft. Call Lolly for details!

lollY MCNEElY SAlMEN 
612-810-4138

WeLCoMe To 976 CLeveLand ave. So.
Location, location!! Carefree living just steps 
to Highland Village and the river is this 2 or 
3 bedroom bright and clean townhouse with 
updated everything!! Hardwood 
floors, newer appliances, 1 car 
garage space and just minutes to 
the airport and both downtowns.

lollY MCNEElY SAlMEN 
612-810-4138


