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SCAN ME

Erie MetroParks offers FREE exciting
programs all year round. To view the
calendar and register for these programs
please visit eriemetroparks.org/programs
or call 419-625-7783 ext. 221

thrivent

Invested in things
that prepare you fﬁz
for the future. ﬁ" = %

e
At Thrivent, we believe money is a tool-
not a goal. As a holistic financial services
organization, and a membership-owned
fraternal organization, providing financial
advice, investments, insurance, banking and
generosity programs, we are committed to
helping you achieve financial clarity.

Jeff Walker, FIC
Financial Associate
440-967-7526

| am here to help provide the guidance you jeff.walker@thrivent.com

need to live the life you want.
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“Be Kind to All”

The new season is upon us...ushering
in the crisp fresh air, leaves transition-
ing into a canvas of burnt orange, reds
and yellows, football games, high school
marching bands, apple cider, caramel
apples and WOOLLYBEARS!

Woollybear 49 is here! It is a bitter-
sweet year as our founding Woollybear
father, Dick Goddard went to the “great
theme park in the sky” Goddard spoke of
this theme park on many occasions. He
would say to me, “Dee, I am penciled in
with God. We all are. We just don’t know
when?” His beloved fans, friends and fam-
ily never wanted that day to come, but it
did, August 4th in 2020, the year the 48th
Annual Woollybear went into hibernation
and postponed due to Covid. Goddard
peacefully made his journey to that “great
theme park in the sky”

Although, many of our hearts hurt for
the loss of this great legend, we knew he
would want us to continue his legacy.

We will continue to be the voice for the
4-foots and fight for them through God-
dard’s Law...we will continue the Woolly-
bear Festival to bring thousands together
for a day so all can be a kid again and to
spread Goddard’s message “Be Kind to
All”

So, it gives me great pleasure to wel-
come you to the 49th Annual Woollybear
Festival. Let us honor the memory of Dick
Goddard and his legacy on Woollybear
Sunday and every day!

Be Kind to All!

~Sandy aka “Dee”
Sandra Coe
Executive Director
Vermilion Chamber of Commerce

OCTOBER 10TH SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

9:00am-10am: ACE MOLAR BAND w/ FOX 8 TODD MEANY (Main Stage)
9:00am: YMCA ANNUAL WORLD’S GREATEST KIDS’ RACE (Registration @ VHS Stadium

8am)

10:00am: WOOLLYBEAR 500 CATERPILLAR RACE PRELIMINARIES WITH LIL' JOHN (Register

behind main stage 8am-9:45am) (Main Stage)

10am-12pm: ROADHOUSE BAND (Victory Park Gazebo)
11:00am: KING AND QUEEN WOOLLYBEAR COSTUME JUDGING (Main Stage)

(Register behind the main stage 8am-9:45am)

12:00pm: ANIMAL/PET WOOLLYBEAR COSTUME JUDGING (Main Stage)

(Register behind the main stage 8am-9:45am)

1:30pm: WONDERFUL, WACKY WOOLLYBEAR PARADE FEATURING FOX 8 TV
PERSONALITIES. . .HIGH SCHOOL BANDS ...VINTAGE AUTOMOBILES...

ANIMALS. . .BEAUTY QUEEN’S ....FLOATS... MAJORETTE GROUPS...AND MUCH MORE.
3:30pm-5pm: ROADHOUSE BAND (Victory Park at the Gazebo)

3:45pm: WONDERFUL WACKY WOOLLYBEAR PARADE AWARD CEREMONY (MAIN STAGE)

(After the Woollybear Parade)

4:00pm: FINALS OF WOOLLYBEAR 500 CATERPILLAR RACE AND OFFICIAL WOOLLYBEAR

(Main Stage

4:45pm-5pm: WINTER WEATHER PREDICTION BASED ON THE COLORS OF THE WOOLLY-

BEAR (Main Stage)

THE FOX 8 TENT NEAR THE MAIN STAGE
(spin the wheel to win Woollybear tees and more)
OHIO LOTTERY TENT NEAR THE MAIN STAGE LOTS OF FOOD BOOTHS, MERCHANT SALES,
WOOLLYBEAR MARKETPLACE, WOOLLYBEAR T

Harbour Homes Realty Inc.
645 Vermilion Road - Vermilion OH 44089
Vermilion office: 440-967-6789 | Fax: 440-967-1980
Website: www.harbourhomesrealty.net ¢ Email: harbourhomes @centurytel.net

THE WOLLY BEAR FESTIVAL IS HAPPENING IN VERMILION 10/10/2021
What will we have? A severe or mild winter? Ask the Woolly Bear!!
Come to Vermilion and enjoy all the activities!

.

Mild Winter

Louise Woehrle, Broker

Call any one of our Realtors, to help you find the perfect home or to list your home.
We are looking to list homes as now is the perfect time to sell. With the interest rates at some all-time lows this is the perfect time to buy.
Call us today and let us help you with all your real estate needs.

B I

Jackie Stevens Jane Scalf
440-541-3405 440-371-4946

e 'l. .
Todd Bokulich
440-396-9849

Bill Lehky
440-308-5142

Carol Keith
440-864-1967

Tom & Patty Dryfuse
440-759-9587

SUNDAY'’S BUILD
YOUR OWN SCRAMBLE
BREAKFAST BUFFET

L ity / 9am to 1:30pm
$8.99 per person
Scrambled Eggs, Sauteed Veggies, Ham,
Cheese, Sausage Links, Home Fries, Fresh Fruit,
French Toast, Cinnamon Rolls and
Biscuits and Gravy
Covid procedures are being followed

DRIVE-UP WINDOW -~ ##

for your comfort & i
convenience .
7 days,

8am-8pm!

Friday Night Lake Erie Perch Special

S'I 299

4415 Liberty Ave.

Vermilion Open Daily °1§‘,'§'e‘¥1‘,‘i3“
440'967'3463 80 m-8pm Pick-up Open
= MartinosinternationalCafe.com

Saturday Night
Prime Rib Special
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Woollybear Festival Comes Out of Hlbernatlon'

By Michael Fitzpatrick
mfitzpatrick@morningjournal.com

Want to get a sneak peek at what the
upcoming winter weather forecast is look-
ing like? Make your way out to Vermilion
on Oct. 10 for the 49th annual Woollybear
Festival, which according to organizers is
the largest one-day festival in the state.

The event features live music, food,
vendors, a parade, costume contests, the
famous Woollybear 500, and other family
fun.

The festival was in hibernation in 2020
due to the coronavirus pandemic but
makes its return this year.

The festival started in 1973 in Bir-
mingham, Ohio, and drew about 200
attendees that year. By the early 1980s it
had outgrown Birmingham and moved to
Vermilion in 1981.

Legend has it that the severity of the
upcoming winter directly corresponds to
the thickness of the orange stripe on the
woolly bear, a smallish brown and orange
caterpillar. The projected winter weather is
announced at the end of the festival.

The late legendary Cleveland TV weath-
erman Dick Goddard was the mastermind
of the event.

For years, Goddard was heavily involved
in the festival, and his former longtime
employer FOX 8 is still a major sponsor of
the event. Goddard died in August 2020.

His daughter, Kim, will attend this year’s
event and is slated to sing the national an-
them prior to the Woollybear 500 as well
as serve as parade grand marshal.

The event runs from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

“It's a wacky, fun festival where every-
body can be a kid for the day. It’s free
family fun,” said Sandra Coe, the execu-
tive director of the Vermilion Chamber
of Commerce, and daughter of the late
Maureen Coe, one of the original organiz-
ers of the event. The Woollybear Festival
was originally started by the Birmingham
Elementary School PTO, of which Mau-
reen Coe was an active member.

Goddard came up with the idea for the
festival in the early 1970s. He told long-
time TV personality Neil Zurcher about it
and Zurcher told his then-wife, who was
a secretary in the Birmingham Schools, of
the plan. It was Zurcher’s then-wife who
approached the Birmingham PTO with
the idea, Coe said.

“At one of the PTO meetings Neil
Zurcher’s wife was like there is this guy

Dick Goddard from WJW that has this
idea do you guys want to do it, and they
were like yeah,” recalled Coe.

Sandra Coe was just 2 years of age the
parade’s first year, she said, and she hasn't
missed a parade since.

“The parade was so small it went around
twice and a semi went through by acci-
dent, but hey, that it made it bigger,” Coe
said.

Vermilion, which has a population of
11,000, sees that number swell to more
than 100,000 the day of the event, accord-
ing to Coe.

“We're definitely bursting at the seams,”
she said. “It’s organized chaos”

Registration for Woollybear 500, where
children can race woolly bears, starts at 8
a.m behind the main stage, which is lo-
cated by Victory Park near Ohio and Main
Street. The prelims for that event start at
10 a.m.

It’s also at that location where one can
sign up their child for the King/Queen
Woollybear costume contest. The winners
of the kids’ costume contest are named
that year’s king and queen. The judging for
king and queen contest is slated for 11 a.m.
There is also a pet/animal costume contest,
which will be judged at noon.

The Wacky Woollybear Parade, which
features high school bands, FOX celebri-
ties, beauty queens, vintage cars and more
steps off at 1:30 p.m., but the streets of
Vermilion will be shut down to traffic by
12:30 p.m., said Coe.

Coe recommends folks arrive early and
stay until the end. The best place to park is
at Vermilion Middle School, 5355 Sailor-
way Drive. There is a fee to park, but all
the money goes to the Prom-to-Dawn, for
the high school prom.

“They shuttle you in and they shuttle
you back. That’s the best place to park;
said Coe.

LAKE ERIE ARMS

3512 Cleveland Rd. East Huron, OH 44839 | www.learms.net
419-433-8200

GET CCW CERTIFICATION

Our basic Conceal Carry course fulfills all

CCW REFRESHER COURSE

Are you ready for the 2021 Ohlo Concealed Having the ability to respond to an armed
the Ohio CCW requirements in addition to Carry Law update? How long have you had conflict is important, but the firearm has to
being an enjoyable and helpful course for
both new and experienced gun owners.
Whether you are brand new to shooting or
a seasoned marksman, this class is for you.
The course runs from 8:00am-5:00pm and
includes 6 hours of classroom training and
2 hours of range time.

your CCW permit? If you haven’t already
heard, tie Courts will no longer be able to
consider the ‘possibility of retreat’ in the
gun owner’s response in a deadly force
encounter, but what does that really mean?
When was last time you did any firearms
training drills that franslated into surviving

a deadly event? There’s a huge difference
between target shooting and
defensive shooting.

LEARN DEFENSE

be the tool of last resort. Knowing how to
defend yourself without a weapon should
also be a pan of your personal defense
training. Learn to read body language and
aggressive mannerisms. Strikes and Kicks,

and Holds, Oh my!

SCHEDULE TRAINING NOW AT WWW.LEARMS.NET
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When should I get my flu shot?

Get a flu shot each year
in November
for your best protection.

Cases of flu are highest in Northeast Ohio January through March.

Make an appointment now for November.
o With your healthcare provider.

« With Lorain County Public Health for a nearby flu shot clinic.

Schedule at LorainCountyHealth.com/flu
or call 440-284-3206.

Also available:

Lorain County :
5 COVID-19 vaccines;
Public Health all doses & all types.
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WOOPLYBE 4

FESTIVAL

Woollybear Sunday
October 10th 9am-5pm ¢ Downtown Vermilion, OH

Woollybear Parade best
Woollybear theme wins:
1st $300, 2nd $150 3rd $50

The Woollybear 500 Caterpillar
Race, Animal/Woollybear
look-a-like costume contest
and KIDS Woollybear costume
King & Queen Contest
(Registration day of the event
8am behind the main stage at the
corner of Main and Ohio St). Free
Woollybear tee to participants
(ONE PER PERSON, not per event)

YMCA World’s Greatest Kids Race
Registration 8am
at the Vermilion Sailors Stadium.

Here is the link that takes folks right
to the Chamber’s Woollybear Page
to sign up for the Wonderful Wacky
Woollybear Parade, Food And
Marketplace vendor
https://www.vermilionohio.com/
woollybear-festival/

www.vermilionohio.com
440.967.4477

ome and njo
the Woollybear Parade

Vermilion’s Woollybear Parade is one of the largest parades in
the state of Ohio. It starts at 1:30 pm and lasts approximately 2
hours.

Please remember streets will close at 12:30pm so plan accord-
ingly.

Featuring many radio and television personalities including
Dick Goddard and the Fox8 News Team.

Parade participants include: Woollybear kids and pets, many
marching bands with nearly 2,000 musicians radio and TV
personalities vintage automobiles, floats animals, festival queens
clowns and much more!

Parade heads east on Liberty Ave., starting at Grand St., then
turns right on Sandusky St., then right onto South St., ending at
Decatur St.

There are two Woollybear Festival areas in the center of historic
downtown Vermilion, Ohio. One is at Victory Park on Rt. 60 (S.
Main St.) north of Ohio St. The second is in Exchange Park at
the corner of Rt. 60 (N. Main St.) and Rt. 6 (Liberty Ave.). The
Woollybear Festival areas consist of entertainment, food booths,
craft booths, and merchant sales. Woollybear T-shirts, Woollybear
sweatshirts, and Woollybear hats will be available at the Vermilion
Chamber of Commerce stand. Various entertainers are at the main
stage throughout the day. Parade commentary by Dick Goddard of
Fox 8 occurs at the reviewing stand. See VermilionOhioNews.com
for Woollybear Festival updates.

Get Your T-shirts
Vermilion Chamber’s 2021
Woollybear tees will be for
sale in the chamber booth
by the main stage. $20
each with sizes small to
3XL. Created by is Szabo
Apparel. The proceeds from
the sale of this t-shirt will
be donated by the Vermilion
Chamber to the Dick
Goddard Animal Foundation.
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Stocker
Arts

Center

2021-2022
Performing
Artists Series

Farewell Angelina e Fri., October 15,2021 at 7:30 pm

Ricky Nelson Remembered starring

Matthew and Gunnar Nelson
Fri., November 19,2021 at 7:30 pm ?ﬁ

Goliday sy,
The Midtown Men “Holiday Hits” Show ( J
Tues., December 14,2021 at 7:30 pm

Masters of Soul e Sun., January 23,2022 at 3 pm

The British Invasion e Thur., March 10, 2022 at 7:30 pm

The Ten Tenors « Wed., April 6, 2022 at 7:30 pm

Tickets
Now
on Sale!

All shows are in
the Hoke Theatre.

Valet Parking
Available.

Single Tickets:

$40 orchestra

$33 mezzanine
Subscriptions
Available. Call the
Box Office for details.

Box Office Hours:
11a.m.to5p.m.
Monday through Friday
and 90 minutes before
ticketed events.

www.stockerartscenter.com ¢ 440-366-4040

% Stocker Al'tS Center Tickets for PAS shows can be purchased online, over the phone or at the Stocker Box Office.
u All events at Stocker follow all CDC guidelines, Ohio guidelines, LCCC requirements and suggested
of Lorain County Community College

best practices. Currently students, employees and visitors are required to wear a mask indoors in all
1005 N. Abbe Road, Elyria, OH 44035  FREE Parking campus facilities regardless of vaccination status.
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The Bath or Shower You‘ve Always Wanted

IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

$500 OFF

e Tub-to-Shower Conversions

* Replacement Showers For 18 Months”

* Walk-in Tubs OFFER EXPIRES 12.31.2021

* Low-Barrier Sh . ) . .
ow-barrier showers Military & Senior Discounts Available

e Soaker Tubs

e Accessories and more!

CALL NOW!

BATH& (844) 881-2774
SHOWER e 900+ Authorized Dealers * Factory-Trained & Certified Installers

* Made in the U.S.A. * Limited Lifetime Warranty

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires December 31, 2021. Each dealership is independently
owned and operated. **Third party financing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2021 BCI Acrylic, Inc.
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