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A
ctress Tonia Maclean, a resi‐
dent of Evergreen Valley, re‐
cently directed a music video

for Save Our Shores which featured
talented local artists and volunteers.

The music video, Butts Up, em‐
phasizes the need to keep our beach‐
es free of cigarette butts, which are
toxic waste as they are non‐
biodegradable, which breaks into
microplastics and bioaccumulates in
marine organisms.

Tonia and her family had just start‐
ed working as Sanctuary Stewards
for Save Our Shores organization
when the COVID pandemic hit, mak‐
ing personal outreach too dangerous.

Tonia, who has appeared in sever‐
al movies including Through the
Ashes (2019), The Infinity Project
(2018) and Justified Force (2019),
said her son had started working on
a YouTube video using his underwa‐
ter remotely operated vehicle (ROV)
video footage to gain outreach for
Save Our Shores which ignited some
creative thinking for a full length
music video.  

“One thing led to another and we
found ourselves making mini‐docu‐
mentaries all year long and we're
still going strong,” Tonia said. “Due to
my work for a local independent
movie company I have picked up
some knowledge along the way
about directing videos. So when an
idea for a new video for Save Our
Shores came up I thought about my
friend Ben Harris, who has a regular
show at the MGM Grand in Las Vegas
but unfortunately it was shuttered
due to COVID. Ben, a successful sing‐
er/ songwriter, grew up in San Jose. 

“At first I only asked Ben for a 30
second jingle for one of our outreach
documentaries, but everyone at
Save Our Shores loved it so much,
we decided to make it into a full sin‐
gle, Butts Up,” Tonia said. “Ben was
so very kind and helpful to get the
song onto all streaming services and
he’s donating 100% of proceeds to
Save Our Shores.

“My wonderful friends in the in‐
dependent film community volun‐
teered their time and talent to make
the video come to life,” Tonia said.
“This is my very first time writing
and directing any work and I'm so
happy with how it turned out. My
husband, who is also a keen amateur
videographer, helped film and pro‐

duce the video with me. It took
hours, and hours, but we laughed
our way through it all just watching
our friends at play.

In addition, some businesses local
to Santa Cruz also appeared in the
cameo sequence at the end to sup‐
port our cause.”

There were 17 people who partic‐

ipate in the video which was
launched on YouTube on Sept. 30,
2021. The video was shot during
July and August at several beaches
along the Monterey Bay.

Editor’s note: To view the new Save
Our Shores music video, Butts Up, vis‑
it: www.m.youtube.com/watch?v=
DI7xGwUo_Fc
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Nancy Rivera of 
Silver Creek High
School participates
in First Tee - Silicon
Valley  SEE PAGE 4

San Jose building
height limits
come with 
price tag  
SEE PAGE 13

Staying afloat
San José Mayor, councilmembers

propose drought resilience solutions
– SEE PAGE 14

Evergreen Valley
quarantined 
after invasive 
oriental fruit 
flies discovered

A
reas of San Jose are under
quarantine for the oriental
fruit fly, including Ever‐

green Valley.
The California Department of

Food and Agriculture is urging
residents in the area to consume
or process homegrown fruit and
vegetables on site or to take extra
care in disposing of them.

Six of the flies were found in an
area near the Santa Clara Coun‐
ty Fairgrounds, prompting the
quarantine that covers a zone of

See FRUIT FLY, page 7

By Times Media staff writers

T
he pandemic school year of
2019‐2020 abruptly pushed
students into online learning. 

Due to Covid challenges, the
State Assembly passed assembly
bill 104 which allowed for parents
and students to request grades be
changed to either PASS or NO PASS
on the student transcripts.

When this assembly bill passed
it gave scant time for counselors to
make those changes for the stu‐
dent requests.  Thus, Governor
Newsom added time for students
and counselors to change grades
on transcripts.

ESUHSD extends transcript
change requests to Dec. 17

The Senate passed a trailer bill
(AB167) which allows high school
districts to extend the time that
students can request PASS or NO
PASS grades (which can lift up
their grade point averages (G.P.A.).

AB 167 added section 49066.5(g)(2)
to the Education Code and made it
so a school district may accept an
application for grade change after
October 1, 2021, for the 2020–21
school year.  In other words, ac‐
ceptance of grade change applica‐
tions that are received after Octo‐
ber 1 is discretionary with each
school district.

In light of these recent statutory
amendments, administration of
East Side Union High School Dis‐

trict recommended that the ES‐
UHSD Board grant the Administra‐
tion the authority to accept appli‐
cations for grade changes for the
2020‐2021 school year pursuant
to AB 167 up to and including the
last day of the 2021 Fall semester
on December 17, 2021.

At the October 07, 2021 board
meeting (Agenda Item 11.02) the
school board unanimously passed
this extension for students, par‐
ents and counselors to have op‐
portunity to change transcripts
from the last school year (a pan‐
demic school year of distance
learning) from letter grade to PASS
or NO PASS for classes as students
request with parent or guardian.

East Side Union High School District offers extension
for changing letter grades to Pass or No Pass (AB 104)

Actress Tonia Maclean of Evergreen directs new music 
video for Save Our Shores featuring talented local artists

Left: Actress Tonia
Maclean directed the music
video for Save our Shores.
Above: a scene from the
video. Right: Singer/song-
writer Ben Harris grew up
in San Jose and contributed
to the project.
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E D U C A T I O N

Add meaning 
to Halloween 
and support a 
good cause
A

s the world faces multiple crises, includ‐
ing the COVID‐19 pandemic, families
may have to adjust traditional trick‐or‐

treating plans again this year. However, there
are still ways to help make a difference and
celebrate Halloween virtually.

One way to add more meaning to Hal‐
loween is to Trick‐or‐Treat for UNICEF, the
United Nations Children's Fund. Celebrating
more than 70 years of fundraising, this annual
tradition is America’s longest running youth
engagement campaign and has raised more
than $180 million to help support children’s
health care, education, nutrition, safe water,
emergency relief and more. 

Last year, the beloved program was
launched as a virtual experience in an effort to
celebrate Halloween responsibly while social
distancing. This Halloween, it is evolving into
a fully digital experience. Getting involved vir‐
tually can prove just as rewarding. 

Funds raised will help support lifesaving
work to distribute COVID‐19 vaccines to com‐
munities, health care workers and families
around the world that need them most. As the

largest purchaser of vaccines each year,
UNICEF is helping lead procurement and dis‐
tribution in the largest and fastest immuniza‐
tion effort of its kind, and you can be a part of
that effort by aiding the organization in rais‐
ing lifesaving funds and safely celebrating
Halloween. (Family Features) 

To learn more and get involved, visit tricko‑
rtreatforunicef.org/join. Photo courtesy of Get‑
ty Images

California students
must take ethnic
studies—some in
San Jose already do

By Lorraine Gabbert
Article courtesy of 
San José Spotlight

C
alifornia high school stu‐
dents will have a better un‐
derstanding of the state’s

history, diversity and culture un‐
der a new policy. 

Some Santa Clara County
schools are ahead of the curve, of‐
fering ethnic studies as an elective.

Local elementary school dis‐
tricts—such as Oak Grove, Alum
Rock and Mount Pleasant—al‐
ready have ethnic studies as part
of the curriculum. It’s also an elec‐
tive at high schools in the San Jose
Unified and East Side Union High
School districts.

Alum Rock Union School Dis‐
trict Superintendent Hilaria Bauer
said the district’s ethnic studies
curriculum promotes respect and
understanding among races,
builds citizenship, supports stu‐
dent success and teaches critical
thinking and civic engagement.

“I believe that it is about time we
allow all our students to feel wel‐
come in our schools. By honoring
their family background and cul‐
ture, students feel a sense of be‐
longing,” she told San José Spot‐
light. 

On Friday, Gov. Gavin Newsom
signed legislation mandating stu‐
dents take an ethnic studies class
in order to graduate from public
high schools, starting with the
2029‐30 graduating class. Schools
must also provide ethnic studies
as an elective by the 2025‐26
school year.

The state’s vision for these
See CLASSES, page 9

N
ancy Rivera, a senior at Sil‐
ver Creek High School,
participated in First Tee

earlier this month.
The 28 teens attending the fo‐

rum were selected based on aca‐
demic achievement, community
service, chapter involvement,
leadership, essay responses and
letters of recommendation. 

Rivera, who aspires to become
an OBGYN, is the Founder of Silver
Creek High School’s LatinX Club.

The forum highlighted the im‐
portance of community innova‐
tion and empower the First Tee
teens to develop meaningful
service projects to take back to
their hometowns focusing on
raising awareness for issues sur‐
rounding education, health, and
sustainability. 

The keynote speaker was
Frank Carbajal, Founder and
President of Es Tiempo, LLC and
Silicon Valley Latino Leadership

Summit an organization that
brings Top Thought Leaders from
around the country to Stanford
University. 

At the end of the forum, a total
of $32,000 will be awarded to 8
participants to further their edu‐
cational pursuits.

During the Forum, the teens
participated in interactive work‐
shops and small breakout ses‐
sions covering a variety of topics
including education, sustainabili‐
ty, healthcare advocacy and pro‐
gramming. 

The participants had the op‐
portunity to learn from global in‐
dustry leaders including repre‐
sentatives from First Tee’s
Trustee, CapTech, as well as
guests from companies including
Tesla. 

The forum empowers the teens
to be innovators and game chang‐
ers in their respective communi‐
ties, culminating with each of the

teen participants developing a
community service project that
they will encourage and imple‐
ment in their local communities. 

“Congratulations to our amaz‐
ing participants on earning a spot
in the First Tee Innovators Forum
and thank you to First Tee
trustee, Doug MacKenzie, for his
leadership in developing and

sponsoring this event.” said Greg
McLaughlin, CEO of First Tee.
“These outstanding young lead‐
ers remind us how bright the fu‐
ture is for them and in the com‐
munities they are determined to
serve.”

To learn more about First Tee
and the Innovators Forum, visit:
TheFirstTee.org. 

The Joyce Taylor Eagle Award and $4,000 Scholarship was presented to Nan-
cy Rivera (second from left) at the First Tee – Silicon Valley 2020 Invitational
fundraiser in San Martin, CA. Nancy was selected based on her good character,
community advocacy, academic achievement, and life-skill level.

Nancy Rivera of Silver Creek
High School participates in
First Tee - Silicon Valley 



SERVING EVERGREEN & SILVER CREEK VALLEY SINCE 1982 n ONLINE: EVERGREENTIMES.COM EVERGREEN TIMES n OCT. 22 – NOV. 4, 2021 n PAGE 5



SERVING EVERGREEN & SILVER CREEK VALLEY SINCE 1982 n ONLINE: EVERGREENTIMES.COMPAGE 6 n EVERGREEN TIMES n OCT. 22 – NOV. 4, 2021



SERVING EVERGREEN & SILVER CREEK VALLEY SINCE 1982 n ONLINE: EVERGREENTIMES.COM EVERGREEN TIMES n OCT. 22 – NOV. 4, 2021 n PAGE 7

Times Local News

Fruit Fly
Continued from page 1
about 94 square miles, bordered on the
north by the Alum Rock neighborhood, on
the south by Santa Teresa County Park, on
the west by South Bascom Avenue and on
the east by Joseph D. Grant County Park.

The Oriental fruit flies often get into Cali‐
fornia via fruits and vegetables brought back
illegally from elsewhere in the world. They

can cause substantial damage to fruit and
vegetables when the female fly lays her eggs
inside them and they hatch into maggots. 

According to the state, the quarantine will
be lifted if no additional oriental fruit flies
are found by trapping or visual surveys for
three life cycles of the insect following the
last detection of one in the area.

More information about the quarantine is
available online, or call the CDFA Pest Hot‐
line at 800‐491‐1899.

Areas of San Jose are under quarantine for the oriental fruit fly, including Evergreen Valley, as shown in this map.
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BASIS Independent 
Silicon Valley Upper
School ranked as ‘Top
High School for STEM’

B
ASIS Independent Silicon Valley Up‐
per School has ranked as #1 Best
High School for STEM in California,

and #2 Best High School for STEM in Amer‐
ica on the 2022 Best School Rankings from
Niche.com, a data analyst company. 

The school has garnered notable prestige
over the last several years by establishing
itself as a premier college preparatory pro‐
gram in the Bay Area, with a steady track
record of acceptance to the world’s top col‐
leges and universities.

BASIS Independent Silicon Valley is open‐
ing a new lower school campus later next
year. The new lower school is located a few
miles from the current BASIS Independent
Silicon Valley Parkmoor Avenue campus.
This campus is designed to complement the
upper grades at the original Silicon Valley
location and will offer Transitional Kinder‐
garten through Grade 5. 
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Classes
Continued from page 4
classes is to focus on marginalized groups
such as African Americans, Asian Americans,
Latinos and Native Americans. Additional les‐
sons will include Jews, Armenians and Sikhs.
Ethnic studies is already required at California
state universities, including San Jose State
University, for students who started school
this year.

SJUSD spokesperson Jennifer Maddox said
the school board is committed to investing in
ethnic studies and exposing students to a
broader perspective. Its curriculum team is
adding book selections for all grades featuring
a wide diversity in perspective, culture and
authors, she said.

“It’s beneficial for all students, but also gives
a voice to student groups that traditionally
have maybe not seen someone who looks like
them and is represented,” Maddox told San
José Spotlight, adding it’s especially valuable
in places where students don’t have exposure
to diverse cultures and people of different
backgrounds.

When the Santa Clara County Board of Edu‐
cation unanimously approved a resolution in
June 2020 announcing its commitment to eth‐
nic studies curricula, some residents claimed
the material was un‐American. Local school
districts were to be in favor of the new state
requirement.

Teresa Marquez, associate superintendent
of educational services for East Side Union
High School District, said the district wel‐
comes the state’s policy. In the 2018‐19 school
year, its board passed a resolution in support

of making ethnic studies a graduation require‐
ment.

Marquez said it’s important for students to
be able to see themselves in instructional ma‐
terial and curriculum. Overfelt High School
teaches ethnic studies to incoming ninth
graders to help them learn more about them‐
selves and their cultural identity, she said. 

“Including ethnic studies as a graduation re‐
quirement allows us to engage in conversation
and empower students to see themselves
through a wider lens,” she told San José Spot‐
light. 

Marquez said educators should be trained
in how to incorporate cultural awareness in
day‐to‐day teaching so they can promote civic
engagement, collective empowerment and
cultural understanding.

Santa Clara County Board of Education
Trustee Peter Ortiz agrees that students need
to see their communities and history reflected
within the curriculum. Ortiz said traditional
instruction hasn’t always been inclusive.

“Unfortunately, our education system has
been Eurocentric,” Ortiz told San Jose Spot‐
light. “It’s important that our Latino, Asian and
immigrant populations learn about their cul‐
ture and their community’s contributions to
this country.”

Seeing themselves and their cultures repre‐
sented in their studies will help students gain
self‐confidence and a sense of belonging, he
said.

“There is not one single American story,”
Ortiz said. “This is a nation of immigrants. We
all are Americans. America is not a skin color.
It’s not a certain nation of origin. It’s all of us.
We all have a space here.”

Governor Newsom
signs new law to
expand California
outdoor dining

G
overnor Gavin Newsom signed into law
legislation that will greatly expand op‐
portunities for outdoor dining across

the Golden State. 
Authored by Assemblymember Jesse

Gabriel (D‐Woodland Hills), Assembly Bill
(AB) 61 will empower local jurisdictions and
the Department of Alcohol Beverage Control
(ABC) to provide much‐needed regulatory
flexibility to neighborhood restaurants strug‐
gling with the impacts of the COVID‐19 pan‐
demic. 

“Neighborhood restaurants are the back‐
bone of communities across California, but too
many are barely hanging on by a thread,” said
Assemblymember Jesse Gabriel. “Outdoor
dining has been a critical lifeline that has
helped these establishments keep their doors
open during these challenging times. AB 61
provides important flexibility so that restau‐
rants can safely expand outdoor dining and
continue to serve the communities they call
home. I applaud Governor Newsom for his
thoughtful leadership in protecting both pub‐
lic health and small businesses as we continue
to emerge from the COVID‐19 pandemic.”

AB 61 provides restaurants with regulatory
flexibility on a number of key issues, including
enabling more outdoor food preparation and
service, allowing restaurants to better use
their own spaces for increased outdoor dining
capacity, and extending existing ABC orders

allowing for alcohol service on outdoor prem‐
ises. AB 61 also includes an urgency clause,
meaning the measure goes into effect immedi‐
ately.

The COVID‐19 pandemic has challenged
small businesses across the state—particular‐
ly in the restaurant industry. While the Na‐
tional Restaurant Association reports modest
employment growth in the last 2 months, with
California leading the nation in job gains, em‐
ployment remains below pre‐pandemic levels
and nearly 4 in 5 restaurants are understaffed.
As of August 2021, California also had 234,800
fewer eating and drinking establishments
than it did in August 2019. 

"The changes we made to support outdoor
dining during the pandemic saved countless
jobs and businesses, and Angelenos have been
clear that they want to see these improve‐
ments stay in place for good,” said Los Angeles
Mayor Eric Garcetti. “I am proud to support
Assemblymember Gabriel's legislation that
will enable us to make outdoor dining a per‐
manent feature in Los Angeles and across the
state."

“The restaurant industry has been hit hard
by the pandemic. With indoor dining rooms
still closed in most places, outdoor dining has
become an important lifeline for restaurants,”
stated Madelyn Alfano, Immediate Past Chair
of the California Restaurant Association Board
of Directors and owner of Maria’s Italian
Kitchen, a neighborhood Italian restaurant
with several locations in the San Fernando
Valley. “AB 61 will help to address issues
restaurants face as we have created outdoor
spaces to continue to serve our customers.
Nothing is more important to me than the
safety of our customers and the ability to con‐
tinue to provide delicious meals for my com‐
munity.”
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and Af-
firming Congregation, and
celebrate members of the
LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM,
with communion open to
all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-

tions, informative lec-
tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all
in a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.or
g or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always,
right after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, wor-
ship and giving to our lo-
cal community. We are
proud to be UCC, Open
and Affirming (O&A) and
welcome members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco

Night Ministry, Second
Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities Re-
sponding to End Poverty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00
AM followed by fellow-
ship and refreshments.
1st Sunday in Worship:
Holy Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of be-
lievers, a family of all
ages, where each mem-
ber feels welcomed,
loved, valued and em-
powered to serve. Chil-
dren are especially wel-
comed and cherished as
an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Congre-
gational Church of Almaden
Valley, UCC. The Episcopal
Church in Almaden offers
the following regular oppor-
tunities for worship: Sun-
day at 7:30AM and
10:45AM, Holy Commun-
ion service. Each Sunday
service is followed by a
coffee hour for friendship
and conversation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave, 
San Jose, CA 95148.
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine holy book that
guides Muslims to prac-
tice Islam. 
Please visit our website to
learn more. 
Jazāk Allāhu Khayran!

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning to-
gether.  Worship services
are at 10:00 AM at the Ho-
race Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship in-
cludes both contemporary
and traditional music, a
message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counseling,
and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every
Sunday at 11.00 am

Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond Av-
enue. You can reach the
school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 & 11:00
AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-
nity, promoting spiritual

growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We offer
children's religious edu-
cation (CREATE); Youth
Ministry (BLAST & X-
STATIC); Scripture Study
(day & evening); Se-
nior's Group and many
other adult ministries as
well. Saint Anthony
parish is located
in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and 1 - 4 p.m. For more
information, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or "stu-
dent." A Sikh is a practi-
tioner of the faith founded
in the 15th century by
Guru Nanak in Punjab of
old British India.  A Guru
who is a "teacher" or "en-
lightener" completes the
relationship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism is
monotheistic and stresses
the equality of all men and
women. Sikhs believe in
three basic principles;
meditating on the name of
God (praying), earning a
living by honest means
and sharing the fruits of
one's labor with others.
Currently there  are close
to one million Sikhs living
in the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs living
around the world. Sikhism
is the 5th largest religion
in the world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome all.
We pray daily for peace
and prosperity for every-
body in the world.  Come
to visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days
of the year and serves
complementary vegetari-
an meals.  We also en-
courage you to enter our
history room on site and
walk the beautiful

grounds. Learn more
about us and community
events we sponsor by vis-
iting our website;
http://www. SanJoseGur-
dwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com 
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an in-
clusive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as Dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ in
the footsteps of St. Fran-
cis, offering prayerful and
joyful liturgies; evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and serv-
ice opportunities to the
community. We offer spiri-
tual opportunities for all
ages, including children's
liturgy, dynamic E.C.H.O -
Jr. High, IGNITE - High
School and North Star -
Young Adult Ministries,
along with small faith
communities and opportu-
nities to help the poor and
marginalized of San Jose.
Our Preschool is the only
Catholic Preschool offer-
ing quality family oriented
service in the Evergreen
and Silver Creek areas.
Our Chapel, Gathering
Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
sion Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Garden
and Preschool are all lo-
cated at 5111 San Felipe
Rd. Please come join us
to worship at one of the
following times and loca-
tions: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may
grow and share our gifts
to help build God's Kingdom!
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Continuum of Care 
Announce campaign 
to end family 
homelessness by 2025

A
iming to house 1200 families
in the next year and 600 an‐
nually thereafter, today, San‐

ta Clara County Continuum of Care
announced the HEADING HOME
campaign. 

As part of the Community Plan to
End Homelessness, today marks
the beginning of a concerted effort
to house local families. The goal is
to achieve “functional zero” in five
years ‐ meaning the number of
housing placements for families is
greater than the number of families
entering homelessness. Key part‐
ners for this effort include: the
County of Santa Clara, the City of
San Jose, the Santa Clara County
Housing Authority, Destination:
Home and Cisco. 

Currently, there are approxi‐
mately 600 families in Santa Clara
County experiencing homeless‐
ness, and another 600 new families
enter homelessness for the first
time every year. Seventy five per‐
cent of these families have a female
head of household and 62 percent
self‐reported having children en‐
rolled in school in Santa Clara
County. 

To achieve this ambitious goal,
this coalition will be focusing on
four key strategies: 

• Leveraging Emergency Hous‑
ing Vouchers ‐ The Santa Clara
County Housing Authority has been
awarded approximately 1,000
emergency housing vouchers,
which will provide rental support to
homeless households for up to ten
years. The vast majority of these
vouchers will be targeted towards
homeless families.

• Expanding Rapid Rehousing ‐
The coalition will expand its Rapid
Rehousing programs ‐ which pro‐
vide a time‐limited rental subsidy
along with case management and
supportive services ‐ with a goal to
serve another 200 homeless fami‐
lies annually.

• Expanding Homelessness
Prevention Strategies ‐ The coali‐
tion will work to expand homeless‐
ness prevention services so that
fewer families fall into homeless‐
ness. This includes plans to expand
the Homelessness Prevention Sys‐
tem to serve 2,500 households by
2025 as well as new investments in
Housing Problem‐Solving pro‐
grams, which quickly house fami‐
lies who recently became homeless
and are sleeping on the street or in
a place not fit for human habitation. 

• Creating More New Afford‑
able and Supportive Housing ‐
New affordable housing develop‐
ments in the Measure A pipeline in‐
clude approximately 1,000 new

family apartments in five years.
There is also the potential to ex‐
pand further by leveraging $1 bil‐
lion in Project Homekey funding
that is dedicated to families.

In the months ahead, the coali‐
tion will engage with elected offi‐
cials, landlords, private businesses,
non‐profit partners, people with
lived experience and other com‐
munity members to advance these
ambitious objectives.

To connect someone who is cur‐
rently experiencing homelessness
with assistance and resources,
please call the Countywide Shelter
Hotline: (408) 278‐6420. To con‐
nect someone whose current hous‐
ing is unstable or at‐risk of becom‐
ing homeless, please call the Santa
Clara County Homelessness Pre‐
vention System at (408) 926‐8885.

Quotes from the HEADING
HOME Leaders 

“Our homelessness crisis is ur‐
gent and even more so when it
comes to families. A safe, stable
place to sleep is fundamental for
children’s development. That secu‐
rity – or lack thereof – shapes who
they become as adults. This cam‐
paign is our message to families
that we see them, we understand
their struggles, and we have a plan
in place to make sure children and
parents have a place to call home.” ‑
Mike Wasserman, President of
the County of Santa Clara Board
of Supervisors

“The level of coordination and
momentum from the City of San
Jose, the County, Destination:Home
and our coalition partners are
meeting the crisis of family homeless‐
ness is admirable. HEADING HOME's
goal of achieving functional zero

for family homelessness within five
years by leveraging new funding
sources is the urgency we need to
ensure that fewer families are left
behind. The unhoused families in
San Jose and Santa Clara County
deserve swift action.” ‐ San José
Mayor Sam Liccardo

“Every company in Silicon Valley
has a responsibility to help create a
thriving community for all. As part
of that, we must work together to
ensure that all families have access
to a home. Cisco is proud to sup‐
port the Heading Home campaign
and we invite other business lead‐
ers to join us in ending homeless‐
ness in Santa Clara County.” ‑
Chuck Robbins, Chair and CEO,
Cisco

“We need to understand that we
have not just a homelessness prob‐
lem, we have a housing problem.
We can absolutely expand our rap‐
id response that keeps people from
becoming homeless. We need to
build more affordable housing
units at a faster rate.” ‑ Santa Clara
County Supervisor Cindy Chavez

“When we address and provide
for the most fundamental needs
and supports for children and fam‐
ilies, there are endless possibilities
for them to thrive in Santa Clara
County. The collaborative efforts
being made by all the partners to
meet this goal is nothing short of
awe inspiring, and I look forward
to seeing our families transition
into safe, stable and welcoming
homes.” ‑ Santa Clara County Su‑
pervisor Susan Ellenberg

“My advocacy for rapid rehous‐
ing and homeless prevention for
families comes from years of work‐
ing with families that endure diffi‐

cult living arrangements. Housing
has been a long standing challenge
for many, long before the pandem‐
ic. For years, we've seen an exodus
of families in San José as a result of
the housing crisis which has been
exacerbated by the pandemic. The
‘HEADING HOME: No More Fami‐
lies Living on our Streets’ campaign
is a critical step in the right direc‐
tion to address the reality, too often
faced by our families, particularly
Black, Latino, and Indigenous fami‐

lies, that clearly demonstrates that
the housing crisis is also a racial eq‐
uity issue. However, our unhoused
families are not only living in our
streets, they are also living in non‐
traditional housing spaces such as
living rooms, converted garages,
abandoned buildings, and cars. As
we search our streets to rehouse
families, we must also not forget
about the families that are hidden
in plain sight.” ‑ San Jose City
Councilwoman Sylvia Arenas 
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Coalition announces new goal to house all homeless families in Santa Clara County
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By Eli Wolfe
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

D
an Connolly warned San Jose officials
in 2019 that pushing up the height
limits on downtown buildings could

cost airlines money. They didn’t listen to
him.

Two years later, his predictions have
held true—and he’s not happy about it.

“We chose a scenario where the airport
and airlines lost and the developers won,”
he told San José Spotlight. Connolly, who
chairs the Airport Commission, said he was
speaking on behalf of himself.

Airlines flying out of Mineta San Jose In‐
ternational Airport have lost an estimated
$2.8 million in combined revenue due to a
2019 policy that raised the height limit for
towers being built in San Jose by up to 35
feet downtown and 150 feet in the Diridon
Station area. According to a city memo,
some of the carriers facing losses include
Alaska Airlines, Jet Blue and Hawaiian Air‐
lines.

The loss occurs because Federal Aviation
Administration safety guidelines force air‐
lines to fly with a reduced number of pas‐
sengers depending on the height of build‐
ings. San Jose’s airport, which is located
close to the downtown area, is heavily im‐
pacted by this issue.

‘They just don’t care’
A new policy passed last week in San Jose

will force developers to pay fees if their
cranes exceed the downtown height limit,
impacting the operations of nearby airlines.
Money from the fund will be used to com‐
pensate passengers bumped from flights,
with airlines having the discretion to re‐
fund fares, pay for a hotel or both.

The proposed height limit change was
the subject of fierce debate between devel‐
opers and the airport commission. The city
examined several scenarios for expanding
height limits, including one backed by the
airport commission that would have raised
height limits near Diridon Station but not
downtown. The city went with a proposal
backed by groups including SPUR and the
San Jose Downtown Association.

Connolly and the commission argued

that the height limits could be a major fi‐
nancial setback for SJC, which is debt‐heavy
from its $1.5 billion expansion and the mil‐
lions spent trying to lure new airlines here
and brand itself as an international hub to
compete with San Francisco and Oakland
international airports.

Connolly claims the commission also
raised concerns about what would happen
to passengers who were forced off flights,
but this attracted little interest as a discus‐
sion point.

“There’s not one mention anywhere of
the impact to passengers—they just don’t
care,” Connolly said. “I think it’s wrong that
families plan their vacation, then the next
thing you know they may get bumped off a
flight from Hawaii.”

Keeping an eye on things
Scott Knies, executive director of the San

Jose Downtown Association and a longtime
backer of increasing the height limit down‐
town, expressed no regrets with how the
increased height policy has played out.

“I remember we looked at the data in
2019 and there were very few flights that
were impacted,” Knies told San José Spot‐
light. “I remember when we were inter‐
viewing some of the airlines directly about
it, the operations folks, particularly for
some of the carriers that are the biggest
customers here—they shrugged at it. It
wasn’t an issue.”

The airport media relations office did not
respond to multiple requests for comment.

Fred Buzo, San Jose director for SPUR
(SPUR is a non‐profit think tank focused on
regional planning and public policy) said it’s
too early to tell whether the 2019 policy is
going to have a long‐term detrimental im‐
pact on the airport, citing the COVID‐19 pan‐
demic as one potential confounding factor.

“I think the policy is fine as is,” Buzo told
San José Spotlight, adding that he supports
the city creating a separate policy to help
the airlines recover losses. “It was always
part of the equation… I don’t think this is a
bad thing at this point, but we’ll see. It’s still
a long‐term project and we’ll keep our eye
on it for sure.”

See HIGH RISE, page 15

An aerial view of downtown San Jose is pictured in this file photo.

San Jose building height
limits come with price tag
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Proposals include resident 
education and notification, and
conducting water‑wise surveys 
By Times Media staff writers

S
an José Mayor Sam Liccardo and Coun‐
cilmembers Jimenez (D2), Peralez
(D3), Carrasco (D5), and Davis (D6)

submitted a proposal on new drought re‐
silience solutions that was unanimously ap‐
proved by the Rules and Open Government
Committee on Oct. 13.

The proposal calls for an of‐
ficial declaration of a state of
water shortage in the city and
outlines water conservation
measures, which are in addi‐
tion to a call by San José lead‐
ers to allow for a water stor‐
age capacity increase at Santa
Clara County’s Anderson Dam. 

The plan also calls for a
modification to the City’s Wa‐
ter Efficient Landscape Ordi‐
nance (WELO) requiring all
new developments have only
drought‐tolerant landscapes.

The proposal also aims to
align city restrictions on wa‐
ter use with that of existing re‐
strictions put forward by local
water retailers to curb resi‐
dential and commercial irriga‐
tion in the face of ongoing
drought conditions. City staff
submitted an early considera‐
tion form that moves forward
the proposals in the memo,
with two items being referred
to the council priority setting
process.

“San Joséans know how to adapt their
water use in a drought; it’s a fact of life for
our community to band together in times of
difficulty,” Liccardo said. “Collectively,
we’ve cut back our water consumption in
the past and, with our partners across the
County and state, we will once again make
the sacrifices necessary to keep our water
supply resilient.”

Nearly all of California is experiencing se‐
vere drought conditions, with San José re‐
ceiving the lowest rainfall in its 128 years of
record‐keeping, tallying only 5.33 inches
from July 2020 to June of this year. The
County’s largest reservoir, Anderson Dam,
remains in deadpool during construction,
and the county’s 10 reservoirs are collec‐
tively just 15% full. San Jose’s groundwater
levels have fallen 45 feet since 2017, and
continued reductions of more than 25 feet
could pose risks of subsidence.

Mayor Liccardo joins a coalition of elect‐
ed officials and the Santa Clara Valley Water
District (Valley Water) in advocating FERC
for a variance at Anderson Reservoir to al‐
low Valley Water to increase water storage
behind the dam. Prior to this year, FERC in‐
structed Valley Water to draw down water
levels behind Anderson Dam for ongoing
dam maintenance projects. With 2021’s

water shortage conditions, Valley Water
and local leaders propose the variance from
FERC to be able to hold an additional
20,000 acre‐feet of water until November
2022 ‐ dramatically increasing the region's
ability to store needed groundwater and
ensure all customers can maintain uninter‐
rupted access.

The Mayor and Councilmembers also
proposed a revision to the City’s Water Effi‐
cient Landscape Ordinance (WELO) to re‐
quire only drought‐tolerant landscapes in

new developments. This update would not
interrupt “greening” efforts for historically
underinvested parks and neighborhood ar‐
eas that include the planting of drought tol‐
erant plants and maintenance of the city’s
tree canopy to combat urban heat. The
WELO revisions will virtually end grass
lawns in new property developments as a
significant step in reducing San José’s re‐
liance on water for non‐essential aesthetic
uses. 

The proposal also outlines rules on resi‐
dential watering, car washing, public area
irrigation, and other commercial water re‐
strictions in coordination with Valley Wa‐
ter’s suggested conservation efforts. They
also propose utilizing the Resilience Corps,
a program started by Mayor Liccardo earli‐
er this year that employs young San Joséans
to make our community more resilient
through:

• Resident Education and Notification:
conducting water‐wise surveys, resetting
devices for landscape irrigation for resi‐
dents, and canvassing neighborhoods with
educational materials

• Turf replacement and greywater re‐
bates and other incentives

• Deploying free water‐saving devices
and services available through water retail‐
ers and Valley Water District

San José Mayor, councilmembers
propose drought resilience solutions
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High rise
Continued from page 13

Financial burden
When it comes to the crane fee, funds won’t

be collected for the first six months of use. If
cranes are still up after this period, develop‐
ers must pay tens of thousands of dollars, al‐
though fees may be reduced if they’re work‐
ing on multiple projects. Knies said this will
help the airlines, but he’s concerned with how
it could potentially hamper development in
the future.

Connolly is worried that fees won’t be col‐
lected for the first six months of crane use,
which means airlines won’t be compensated
for the entire period they’re being impacted.

He’s also concerned about how the policy
will affect SJC’s status as an international air‐

port. Airport officials in 2019 said the effects
of the height limit policy would be minimal
for East Coast, European and Hawaiian
flights, although certain flights to Asia would
potentially have to operate with fewer pas‐
sengers.

Connolly said this proved incorrect be‐
cause flights to Hawaii have been affected. He
also noted that China Air and Lufthansa no
longer service San Jose, which he said may be
partially due to the cost of losing passengers
to meet FAA requirements.

“If it’s not economically viable, a carrier is
just going to go to Oakland or San Francisco
with their route,” Connolly said. “We should
not, in my opinion, be putting the financial
burden on the backs of the airlines. They did‐
n’t make this decision, the city did.”

Contact Eli Wolfe at eli@sanjosespotlight.
com or @EliWolfe4 on Twitter.

A table showing the estimated financial impact to various airlines at San Jose’s airport due to denied board-
ings. (Table from City of San Jose)
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Your Realtor ad 
above: just $89!

Call now to place your ad 
by phone: 

(408) 494-7000

THERESE 
SWAN

tswan@tswan.com
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

DRE:  01355719

(408) 656-8240

N. JEANETTE CAMPA
BROKER

408-661-0203 
www.jabez-realty.com

jeanette@jabez-realty.com
Cal BRE 01327014

JACKIE 
JONES

jjones@cbnorcal.com

(408) 315-6186 
JackieJonesSells.com

MARK & MADELINE
CHIAVETTA

(408) 425-2848
www.thechiavettas.com
info@thechiavettas.com

Times Education

SHAWN ANSARI
& SAHAR BINESH

(408) 529-4574
shawn.ansari@compass.com

(408) 348-9197
sahar.binesh@compass.com

DEE RAMIREZ
Realtor Lic. #00683945

(408) 440-7617
Dee@DeeRamirez.com
www.DeeRamirez.com

Gov. Newsom signs law banning
sale of new gas‑powered leaf 
blowers, lawn mowers by 2024

C
alifornia Gov. Gavin Newsom signed a bill into law that
will phase out the sale of gas‐powered leaf blowers, lawn
mowers and other small off‐road engines by as soon as

2024.
Assembly Bill 1346 directs the California Air Resources

Board to phase out the sale of small off‐road engines by 2024.
The new law also directs the board to identify and make

available, where feasible, funding for commercial rebates to go
toward the purchase of electric equipment.

California rebates are being considered for the purchase of
electric or battery‐powered equipment.

Under the new law, retailers will be limited to selling zero‐
emission equipment, such as electric or battery powered gear
as part of an effort to cut down on emissions in California. 

The amount of emissions generated from just one hour of
using a gas‐powered leaf blower produces the same amount of
emissions as driving from Los Angeles to Denver, according to

the Air Resources Board.

Social Security checks 
expected to be bigger in 2022

I
n 2022, Social Security retirees will likely receive a So‐
cial Security cost‐of‐living adjustment (COLA) equal to
6% to 6.1% of their benefits, according to the Senior Cit‐

izens League. 

This is the biggest benefit increase in decades and will
leave the average retiree with about $93.20 more in their
monthly checks. Compared with the 1.3% COLA retirees re‐
ceived in 2021, 

The reason for the increase in Social Security payments is
high inflation, which is   expected to continue into next year.
Retirees may also see much higher Medicare Part B premi‐
ums in 2022, with the Congressional Research Service esti‐
mating a 6.2% premium increase and monthly costs jump‐
ing from $148.50 to $157.70. 

Most retirees pay premiums out of their Social Security
checks, so they'll find that some of their raise disappears
even before it hits their bank accounts.

Over the past two decades, retirement benefits have ac‐
tually lost about 30% of their buying power.  



Opera San José
returns to in-per-
son performances
with Purcell’s
Opera Dido and
Aeneas Nov. 13 – 28
Presented live at the California
Theatre in downtown San Jose

O
pera San José will make its much‐an‐
ticipated return to the historic Cali‐
fornia Theatre with a new produc‐

tion of Purcell’s baroque masterpiece, Dido
and Aeneas. 

Conducted by OSJ’s Music Director
Joseph Marcheso and directed by Elkhanah
Pulitzer, with choreography by Michael
Pappalardo, this celebrated work offers
brilliant, soaring, richly nuanced arias. 

This opera tells the story of Dido, the
Queen of Carthage who, having foresworn
romantic love, is tormented by the Trojan
hero, Aeneas, who is desperate for her af‐
fections. But as their love is kindled, a pow‐
erful sorcerer plots the queen’s downfall.
Through deceit, trickery, and the conjuring
of a raging storm, Dido is ripped from Ae‐
neas, culminating in one of opera’s greatest
tragedies. 

Casting includes accomplished mezzo‐
soprano Nikola Printz as Dido, celebrated
baritone Efraín Solís as Aeneas, lauded so‐
prano Maya Kherani as Belinda, multi‐
award‐winning bass‐baritone Nathan Stark
as the Sorcerer, and dancers from San José
Dance Theatre. 

“We are absolutely thrilled to be bringing
back live opera to the California Theatre
stage,” said General Director Khori Dastoor.
“After so many months of giving us stun‐
ning, intimate performances for the cam‐
eras, it’s high time that these incredible
artists received the standing ovation that
they have long deserved. I hope you’ll join
us for their long‐awaited return to what
they love doing most – performing live, for
you, our community.” 

Sung in English, with English supertitles,
Dido and Aeneas will be performed Nov.
13‐28, 2021 at the California Theatre, 345
South 1st Street, San José. 

For more information or to purchase tick‐
ets ($55‐$195), the public can visit op‐
erasj.org or call (408) 437‐4450 (open
Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. –5:00
p.m.). 

Editor’s note: In accordance with current
city and county mandates, the California
Theatre will require proof of full vaccination
with a valid photo ID to attend any perform‑
ance. For a full breakdown of the California
Theatre’s COVID‑19 safety and health proto‑
cols please visit operasj.org/health‑and‑
safety/. 

SERVING EVERGREEN & SILVER CREEK VALLEY SINCE 1982 n ONLINE: EVERGREENTIMES.COM EVERGREEN TIMES n OCT. 22 – NOV. 4, 2021 n PAGE 17

Times Local News

Lauded soprano Maya Kherani stars as Belinda in Opera San José's first live production of the season, Purcell's "Dido and Aeneas," presented at the Cal-
ifornia Theatre in downtown San Jose, November 13-28, 2021. Photo credit: Veronique Kherian
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Op-ed

The Hidden
Pandemic

By Joseph Kertis 
Special to the Times

O
ctober is Domestic Violence
Awareness month which is
designated annually in

America to spread awareness
about the important issue of do‐
mestic violence. 

The intent is to spread aware‐
ness and information and help
people connect with resources.
But, this year, with so many seri‐
ous public health issues afflicting
our nation, it would be easy for
the event to pass by without re‐
ceiving the attention it deserves.

The Covid‐19 pandemic caused
addiction rates to skyrocket na‐
tionally, but it may have also had a
profound effect on the issue of do‐
mestic violence.  Growing evi‐
dence shows the pandemic has
made intimate partner violence

more common and often more se‐
vere. Surveys worldwide have
shown domestic abuse spiking
since January of 2020, jumping
markedly compared to the same
period in 2019.

The United Nations refers to
this international phenomenon as
a "shadow pandemic," a pandemic
of domestic abuse within the
Covid‐19 pandemic.  But there
may be a link between the two
tragedies that is being over‐
looked: the connection between
Covid, addiction, and domestic vi‐

olence.
While 2020 brought the highest

death toll our country has ever
seen, thanks to the coronavirus,
drug overdose rates played a ma‐
jor part as well.  More than 93,000
people died by overdose last year,
also a record‐breaking tragedy.
This was far more than died dur‐
ing the height of the "opioid epi‐
demic" of the 2000s.  

According to the American Soci‐
ety of Addiction Medicine, up to
60% of domestic violence crimes
are committed by someone with
substance use disorder.  Further,
some form of substance use pre‐
cedes nearly half of all domestic
violence assaults.  One report re‐
vealed that 92 percent of men
who assaulted their female part‐
ners had used substances on the
day of the assault.  

There is hope that as the num‐
ber of Covid cases declines and we
return to some semblance of nor‐
mal, drug overdose rates will de‐
cline and, subsequently, domestic
violence incidents.  But unfortu‐
nately, there's little evidence to
suggest that things were "normal"
before the pandemic.  Drug over‐
dose deaths in the United States
rose 4.6% in 2019 to 70,980, in‐
cluding 50,042 deaths involving
opioids.  So, things were already
quite bad. 

According to Marcel Gemme of
addicted.org, a former intake spe‐
cialist for substance abuse treat‐
ment facilities, there is a strong
connection between addiction
and domestic violence. "Individu‐
als become intoxicated and or un‐
der the influence of drugs, and vi‐
olent and hostile emotions come
to the surface. Alcohol and other
drugs act on brain mechanisms
that cause a high‐risk individual
to engage in aggressive and vio‐
lent behavior."

It's more important now than
ever that people access lifesaving
substance abuse treatment and
domestic violence services.  The
National Domestic Violence Hot‐
line offers a website where any‐
one can get anonymous help.  The
person can call, chat, or text and
access templates to create a "Safe‐
ty Plan." These tools can help po‐
tential victims lower the risk of
being hurt by their partners and
can mean the difference between
life and death for someone.

Editor’s note: Joseph Kertis is a
healthcare professional turned
journalist. His experience in the
field of substance abuse and addic‑
tion recovery provides a unique in‑
sight into one of our Nation's most
challenging epidemics. He utilizes
this knowledge in his writing to
give an expert viewpoint that
spreads awareness through educa‑
tion. 
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Times OpEd

While 2020
brought the high‑
est death toll our
country has ever
seen, thanks to the
coronavirus, drug
overdose rates
played a major
part as well. 
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1286 Chateau Drive- $2,575,000 1080 Micro Court - $2,520,000 6603 Mount Royal Drive - $2,155,000 1299 Swinging Gate Court - $2,625,000

6857 Castlerock Drive - $2,900,000 1270 Echo Ridge Court - $1,785,000* rep-
resented buyer

6933 Castlerock Drive - $2,650,000 854 Bucks Lake Court - $582,000* 
represented both buyer and seller

1299 Littman Drive - $2,625,000* 
represented buyer

6598 Crystal Springs Drive - $2,520,000*
represented both buyer and seller

1194 Chateau Drive - $2,425,000* 
represented buyer

1172 Grimley Lane - $2,800,000
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Whether it’s with a phone call, planning
for the future or by placing an order,
please support our advertisers! They
make the Evergreen Times possible!

Aborn Pet Clinic
ADT

Almaden Law
Church on the Rock

Compass Real Estate - Shawn Ansari
Evergreen School District
Evergreen Valley College

Fall Family Festival
Grace Church

Jackie Jones - Coldwell Banker
Kindercare

Mexico Lindo
Mr. Peabody’s

N. Jeanette Campa - Jabez Realty
Nothing Bundt Cakes
Ramirez Realty Team
Silver Creek Academy

SOS Auto Repair
The 5 Social

Valley Transportation Agency
Valley Water

Times Community News

Majority of Bay Area
residents plan to
move out of region 
in next few years,
new poll reveals
By Times Media staff writers 

A
ccording to a recent poll released by
Joint Venture Silicon Valley, more
than 56% of poll respondents from

Santa Clara, San Francisco, San Mateo,
Alameda, and Contra Costa counties say
them plan to move out of the region in the
next five years. 

Those planning to move out of the re‐
gion in the next few years cited the high
cost of living and increasing housing prices
as the top reasons for moving. More than
70% of those polled say the quality of life
in the Bay area has gotten worse in the last
five years.

However, the poll revealed that resi‐
dents are split on whether the Bay Area is
headed in the right direction; 48% say the
region is headed in the right direction
while 54% say it’s on the wrong track.

Significantly higher percentages of
women, 55%, think climate change is an
“extremely” serious problem in their area
versus 42% among men.

More women, 30%, consider racism to
be an “extremely” serious problem versus
19% among men.

Additionally, women respondents say
they feel less financially secure than men
— 44% of women versus 33% of men who
cite low savings as a worry since the begin‐
ning of the pandemic.

Overall, 40% of respondents feel finan‐
cially insecure with higher percentages
among Latino and African American re‐
spondents.

“We’ve always known that there was an
income divide but the pandemic made it
stark and dramatic,” said Hancock.

“And the people that weren’t able to eas‐
ily shift into home‐work faced economic
ruin, and devastating health challenges be‐
cause they had higher exposure to the dis‐
ease.”

The Silicon Valley public opinion survey
was conducted by Embold Research, a di‐
vision of Change Research Inc.

For some time now, Silicon Valley and
the greater Bay Area have experienced a
rise in the cost of living, a growing home‐
less crisis, a stark income divide, and a va‐
riety of sustainability challenges.

The pandemic has only highlighted
these challenges and a recent poll reveals
where residents feel the region is headed
towards.

“It has people on edge, people that live
here feel like they’ll never be able to get
ahead, they’ll never be able to have owner‐
ship, their children won’t be able to have
ownership,” said Russell Hancock, CEO of
Joint Venture Silicon Valley.

“And the pandemic has done nothing to
address that.”



Machine See, 
Machine Do?: An Intro
to Machine Learning

By Apoorva Panidapu
Special to the Times

H
i everyone! As a recap: this
column, Gems in STEM, is a
place to learn about various

STEM topics that I find exciting, and
that I hope will excite you too. This
column will always be written to be
fairly accessible, so you don’t have
to worry about not having back‐
ground knowledge. However, it
does occasionally get more ad‐
vanced towards the end.

Have you ever been confused as
to why the news is always like data
this, data that? Or wondered why
everyone is so concerned about data
privacy? Sure, you don’t want your
social security number leaked, but
maybe you thought that personally
you wouldn’t mind if people saw your
basic info because it saves you the
time of downloading a dating app?
No??... Okay, moving on!

The reason data is so important is because the
more data we collect, the smarter we can make
machines–which is exactly what machine learn‐
ing (ML) does. Machines learn from huge data
sets and use their knowledge to respond to situ‐
ations they’ve never seen before! So, it’s a pretty
intuitive step that more data is better training
for the algorithm/machine, which produces
more accurate outputs. 

How is this different from the old approach?
Well, the traditional method was to show your
algorithm a fixed data set and, for each set, to tell
them exactly how to respond. But with machine
learning, the machine has the power to learn
and produce new behaviors that aren’t explicit‐

ly programmed...which, if you think
about it, is very similar to human
intelligence! We’re taught specific
skills and then are able to adapt this
knowledge in unfamiliar situations.
So, it makes sense that machine
learning is an important method
for artificial intelligence!

Okay, this is just a whole lot of
talk right now–let’s get into some
details and examples!

Supervised & Unsupervised
Learning

Let’s pretend our machine re‐
cently listened to Billy Joel’s “Piano
Man” and now desperately wants
us to teach it how to play the piano.

We probably can’t just leave it alone
in a room with a bunch of sheet mu‐
sic–it wouldn’t know what to do with
them! Instead, we would start by
teaching it the correct finger positions
for each note–this is called supervised
learning! In general, supervised learn‐

ing trains a machine with a dataset with labeled
points, and tells it what the correct response/
decision is. After this training, we give the ma‐
chines new, unfamiliar data to respond to, and
we cross our fin‐
gers and hope
that it has enough
training to make
good decisions on
its own (kind of

like what my parents will do when they send me
off to college). So, for our piano‐playing ma‐
chine, we could give it different sheet music or a
different tempo, maybe even a different instru‐
ment (even though the machine has its heart set
on piano), and see what it does! 

Supervised learning should be used when you
have known, labeled data for an outcome you’re
trying to predict. Say I wanted to figure out if my
emails are genuine or spam. (I want to keep
helping you, prince of Nigeria, but I’m running
out of money and have yet to see profit!) To do
this, I would use a specific type of supervised
learning: classification. Classification tech‐
niques are used to sort data into categories, like
speech/writing recognition or medical imaging.
So if you want a quick way to organize huge
amounts of data into discrete groups, classifica‐
tion is your salvation! (...I know, but you try
coming up with a word that rhymes with classi‐
fication.) A real world application of supervised
learning, you ask? Clinicians can use patients’
data (like age, weight, blood pressure, medical
history, etc.) to predict whether they will have a
heart attack within a year–really important
stuff. Can you imagine actual people sorting
through all this data to try and accurately make
a prediction for thousands of patients? There‐in
lies the power of machine learning. 

Now, what if I want to predict the time it takes
for my best friend to respond to texts (decidedly
less important than predicting heart attacks, but
it’s currently way too long)? This can’t really be
put into a category :(...but have NO fear, regres‐
sion is here! While classification is to predict dis‐
crete situations, regression techniques predict
continuous responses–like stock prices or tem‐
perature changes. (Mother Earth won’t like that
one.) If your data is continuous and the respons‐
es you’re trying to predict are real numbers, it’s

regression or REGRETsion. <3
Okay, we’ve talked about supervised learning,

but if I’m being totally honest...I am too lazy to la‐
bel my data or to teach a machine what to do
with it. Does that make me a bad person? Of
course not, it makes me a brilliant (and gor‐
geous) ML engineer! Just like we have super‐
vised learning, we also have unsupervised
learning. In this type of machine learning, the
training data given to the machine/algorithm is
unlabeled and unsorted, and we let it figure out
how it wants to label the data and draw its own
inferences. This process can obviously be much
harder than supervised learning–it’s like me
handing a baby a bunch of random books and
seeing what happens (but if Matilda can teach
herself how to read, so can you bébé). However,
unsupervised learning can reveal hidden pat‐
terns and structures in the data that humans
might not have been able to notice. The most
popular type of unsupervised learning is clus‐
tering, which is when the algorithm groups its
training data into similar categories. Clustering
techniques are currently being leveraged for
things like gene sequence analysis and object
recognition!

So Many Techniques! But Which One Do I Use?
If you’re going through a tough time trying to

pick which ML algorithm to use, don’t worry!
See GEMS, page 22
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some
supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the

school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 
combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 

Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 
Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:

info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

Kitchen/Bath

JewelryClocks

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Premium Chan-
nels at No Charge for One Year! Any-
time, anywhere. Some restrictions ap-
ply. W/ 24-mo. agmt TV price higher
in 2nd year. Regional Sports Fee up to
$8.49/mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS
1-408-688-5490

The bathroom of your dreams for as
little as $149/month! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options available. Qual-
ity materials & professional installa-
tion. Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE
virtual in-home consultation now and
SAVE 15%! Call Today! 1-844-988-
1663

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-
1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Notices

Remodeling

TimesClassifieds

Gems
Continued from page 21
(Pitbull has already been there, done that.)
Even very Smart and Experienced data scien‐
tists can have trouble with this too–sometimes
you just need to use good ol’ fashioned trial and
error to find the best algorithm for your pur‐
poses! However, that doesn’t mean pick one
randomly–there is a bit of method in this mad‐
ness. A good first step is to consider what kind
of data you’re working with!

If you want to train your machine to make
specific predictions based on your (labelled)
data, go for supervised learning! Some exam‐
ples include predicting house prices from its
data (like square footage, number of rooms,
etc.), predicting weather conditions, or identify‐
ing if an image is a cat or dog (very important).

If you want your machine to explore unla‐
belled data and draw inferences/find pat‐
terns, unsupervised learning is your gal! You
could use this technique in recommender
systems (grouping together users with simi‐
lar interests) or to detect fraud! 

To provide a bigger picture of how ma‐
chine learning is changing the world, it’s be‐

ing used in image processing (like Face‐
book’s automatic tagging), self‐driving cars,
and healthcare (predicting patient deteriora‐
tion, detecting eye disease, and more). It is
also used to analyze text, from spam filtering
to extracting relevant information to senti‐
ment analysis (like identifying an opinion as
positive, negative, or neutral), which is being

leveraged to try and combat cyberbullying! I
could go on and on and on and on...but don’t
worry, I’ll spare you my rant.

But while machine learning has been a fan‐
tastic tool, it’s not powerful enough yet to
mimic human intelligence for more complex
data. NOOOOO, WHAT DO WE DO?!?!!?! Al‐
right, take a breather pal. Don’t forget that
some of the smartest people in the world
work on these problems! Since machine
learning isn’t enough, drastic times called for
drastic dives: we’re going to dive deeper into
deep learning...next time!

For your bi‐weekly reminder that I am evil,
we’re calling it an article here! Next column,
we’ll talk about deep learning, natural lan‐
guage processing, and the future of AI–make
sure you don’t miss it. Until next time! If you
have any questions or comments, please
email me at apoorvapwrites@gmail.com.
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