
Military personnel are unsung heroes 
whose sacrifices for their country make 
it possible for hundreds of millions of 
people to enjoy freedoms that many 
people across the globe do not have. In 
recognition of those sacrifices, many 
people want to show their appreciation 
to both active and retired servicemen 
and women. Fortunately, there are 
many ways to do just that.

• Pitch in at home. According to the 
United States Department of Defense, 
the United States military currently 
deploys active duty personnel in nearly 
150 countries. Many of those troops

are separated from their families for 
months at a time, and that separation
can make things difficult for their loved 
ones back home. If a neighbor’s
spouse is deployed overseas, offer to 
help around the house. Whether it’s
mowing their lawn, dropping their 
kids off at school or inviting the whole 
family over for dinner one night each 
week, such gestures can go a long way 
toward easing the burden faced by
spouses of deployed military personnel.

• Send gifts to active personnel. Ser-
vicemen and women on active duty
do not enjoy many of the luxuries that 

tend to be taken for granted back
home. But men and women who want 
to show their appreciation can send
care packages to active personnel 
serving overseas. An organization such 
as Operation Gratitude (operationgrat-
itude.com), which to date has sent 
nearly 1.3 million care packages to 
active personnel, sends care packages 
filled with snacks, entertainment, per-
sonal hygiene products and handmade 
items. This provides active personnel 
a taste of home while also letting them 
know their extraordinary efforts are 
appreciated and not forgotten.

• Volunteer at a veterans hospital. Un-
fortunately, many servicemen and
women return home from their deploy-
ments with injuries or health conditions 
that require long-term care. By volun-
teering at veteran hospitals, men and 
women can help veterans overcome 
their injuries and provide
much-needed help to staff at hospitals 
that could use a helping hand. Visit
volunteer.va.gov for more information.

• Make a financial donation. For those 
who want to support servicemen
and women but don’t have much free 
time to do so, financial donations can 

go a long way toward improving the 
quality of life of active and retired
military personnel. Many programs 
work with veterans to improve their
quality of life, and such organizations 
rely heavily on financial donations to
make their missions a reality. The 
Wounded Warrior Project (wounded-
warriorproject.org), for example, works 
to honor and empower servicemen 
and women who incurred physical or 
mental injuries or illnesses on or after 
September 11, 2001. The organization 
relies on the generosity of individuals 
who want to help wounded military 
personnel overcome their injuries and 

illnesses. Based on audited financial 
statements of the 2014 fiscal ending on 
September 30, 2014, 80.6 percent of 
total expenditures went to services and 
programs catering to wounded military 
personnel and their families, assuring 
prospective donors that their donations 
will go toward helping those in need. 

There are many ways that civilians can 
express their gratitude to active and
retired military personnel.
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Happy
Veterans Day!

Shawn Garth
Realtor, ABR, SRS, BCG, MRP, GRI, CHME
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Corporal
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92nd Division,
350th Field Artillery
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His World War I
Service is always
remembered!
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Private First Class
United States Army
1st Cavalry Division
40 days of service
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James D.
Hill

U. S. Army 10 years E5
Husband, Daddy,

Granddaddy and Great
Granddaddy
Love You,
The Family
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Retired to his
Heavenly Father
January 24, 2013.

Thank you, Daddy, for
your dedicated service

to our country.
Love,

Linda and all of those
you left behind.

LTC
U.S. Army

34 years of service

Orion J.
Hyde
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In Honor of:

Roland Haggard (Army)
Joel David McNatt (Army)

William “Pete” Norris (Navy)

God bless our military - current and present
for your sacrifice to this great country!
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Honoring all who serve our country.
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In Honor Of The
Men & Women Who Have

Served Our Country.
Thank you for your bravery.

Decatur Nursery
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Serving Decatur Since 1944!
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Quartermaster Sergeant
United States Army

Company B, 3rd Alabama
Volunteer Infantry

1898-1899,
The Spanish-AmericanWar
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Honoring all
our Veterans
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SP4
United States Army

1963-1965

Bobby
Lawrence
Terry

Thank you for
serving our

country. We love
you very much.

Glenda, Brad,
April, Braxton, Eric,

Amanda, Nora
and James
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S/Sgt
United States
Army Air Force

WorldWar II 1943-45

William
Riley (Bill)
Baccus

In Memory of our
Dad and Popaw’s
service to our

country.
Glenda, Bobby,

Brad, Braxton, Eric,
Amanda, Nora
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Bo, thank you for
your service to
our country. We
are proud of you!

Love You,
Mom, Kyla, Cody, Zoe,
Heidi, and Rowan

172nd Stryker Brigade
U.S. Army

4 years of service

Raymond
(Bo)White
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For your courage, hard work and
dedication to our country,

we salute the men and women of our
Armed Forces past and present.

Happy
Veterans Day!
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Honoring our Veterans

Happy Veterans Day!
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Honoring Those Who Served
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67 Auto Salvage

Somerville
355-9092

“Buckle Up”
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Thank You
to all

Veterans

Used Motor Vehicle Dealer
COLLISION & RESTORATION

3953 Highway 67 • Somerville, AL 35670

256-778-0705
automotive-innovations.net

Specializing in Restorations, Candy, Pearl, Flakes, Graphics,Motorcycle Painting and RV & Boat Repair
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Honoring all Veterans
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