| - |
I'!' .w;. B 'y
\&d o
" R = VLK ]
a8 % ‘ y E GI.ER
Wi ’ANGLER e TR """'"
o [
E WS A Thanksgiving story: The parks that  Lights! Camera! Emmys! Corona del Hover with your cellphone

; : . . camera and click the prompt to
Ron Ackerman once sleptin during  Sol High’s Film and TV students win  sce these stories & others at our

Nov. 20 - Dec. 3, 2021 * Vol. 31, No. 22 hard times, he now takes care of. 2 of TV'’s top awards. Wrangler News website
PAGE 8 PAGE 3

It's officic
West Chandler
is now a place.

Thanks to Chandler’s long-term
community-building initiative,
residents in the 85226 ZIP Code
gain recognition among the
city’s premier neighborhoods.
Details, Page 3
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CHEVY

CYBER CASH

CLICK CLAIM. GO.

Chevy Cyber Cash

on select popular 2021/2022 Chevy vehicles*
PLUS

APR for Months

on all Silverado 1500 Crew Cab pickups when you finance with GM Financial*

1150 N. 54th St., Chandler
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Serving Tempe and

West Chandier
for 30-plus years
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New signage unveiled for West Chandler branding effort

By Lee Shappell
Wrangler News Executive Editor

any West Chandler residents through the
years have felt perplexed and even
disenfranchised when they perceived the
city’s thinking as outside the box — outside the area
where they live that is bounded by Interstate 10 on
the west, Ray Road on the north, Loop 101 on the
east and Loop 202 on the south.
Visitors also were confused. Where are we? Is
this Phoenix? Tempe? It was difficult to know.
Chandler, sensitive to their feelings, has taken
action to create a specific branding campaign for

West Chandler to not only to heighten visibility and

establish a sense of place but also to let that
portion of the city know that it is not forgotten.
The most visible evidence is recent installation
of signs defining the West Chandler Employment
corridor at the behest of Mayor Kevin Hartke.

.
4 W know when the 101 came up it
l did separate people from
where their schools were. It did
create a barrier. — Mayor Kevin Hartke
The freeways that create the box around West

Chandler move people. But there is a down side.

They separate those residents from downtown,

Tempe to consider renaming
some parks, streets to address
ties to discriminatory group

i

After discovering that some Tempe streets and parks
are named for people with suspected ties to the KKK,
City Council moves forward on a recommendation to
rename them.

By Clifford Summerhill

Special for Wrangler News

s Tempe celebrated its sesquicentennial
A’:l:niversary, the City Council voted to
ove forward with changing the names
of several streets and landmarks after their

namesakes were discovered to have ties to
the Ku Klux Klan’s Tempe chapter.

After staff from the Tempe History
Museum discovered that prominent Tempe
ancestors paid dues to the Butte Klan No. 3
chapter of the KKK in the 1920s, the City
Council heard arguments during a regular
meeting in late October from residents on
both sides of the issue.

After a lengthy public comment period,
the City Council voted to establish a special
committee to look into the name changes.

Hudson Drive, Hudson Lane, Laird Street,
as well as Hudson, Harelson and Redden
parks all bear names of now-deceased Tempe
leaders who were found to have paid dues to
the KKK.

City Manager Andrew Ching will now be
tasked with appointing an ad hoc committee
that will discuss the issue. According to the
city, the committee will include various
Tempe groups, including the Neighborhood
Advisory Commission, the Human Relations
Commission, the African American Advisory
Committee, the Tempe Tardeada Advisory
Board, the Tempe Elementary School District

— STREETS, Page 20

perhaps fueling feelings of division and
disenfranchisement.

“That’s a good question,” Hartke said. “I know
when the 101 came up it did separate people from
where their schools were. It did create a barrier.

“West Chandler is an interesting part of our city.
Sometimes it’s hard to tell whether you are in
Tempe or you are in Chandler.”

The area is a significant economic driver with
more than 630 businesses employing more than
29,000 workers. With nearly six miles of frontage
along I-10 and Loop 202, it is seen by thousands of
commuters each day.

“When you enter West Chandler, we want you to

— BRANDING, Page 14

Lights, camera, Emmys
H.S. film, TV students stunned by awards

By Lee Shappell
Wrangler News Executive Editor

ight the next Steven
Spielberg be in Corona
del Sol High’s Film and

TV program?

Why not? After all, Spielberg,
the world-renowned film
director, grew up in Phoenix
and attended Arcadia High
School.

The Corona Film and TV
students last year were given
mock Emmy awards by their
instructor.

“I got Most Positive Person,”
said Leah Gunter, 18, a senior,
and one of two student
executive producers in the
program. “When things get
stressful in this environment,
being positive is really

Leah Gunter

— EMMYS, Page 22
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Kids grown? Extra space in your heart, home?

Make a difference to a foster child during Adoption Month

By Janie Magruder

o Tempe resident
Damian Kirwan,
helping a child with

significant physical, mental
or emotional trauma, or
perhaps all three, isn’t
rocket science. Rather, in his
45-year experience in social
work, Kirwan says, it’s more
like rebuilding a home.

“You start with the
‘| foundation, then move up
to the rafters and roof, where these kids find love
and belonging and self-esteem, and finally you do
the finishing touches on pursuing their hopes and
dreams,” he said. “Some of these kids have rickety
walls, but they can get help to work on that, piece by
piece, to build a life that’s beautiful and lasting.”

Kirwan is president of Human Services
Consultants, which since its founding in 2000 has
become the largest therapeutic foster-care agency in

Arizona. He and his team have helped more than 500
children, primarily ages 6 to 17, who have large
missing chunks in their foundation, to become
healthy, productive adults.

More than 100 of these children with moderate to
severe behavioral and emotional challenges have
been adopted, or their foster parents became their
legal guardians, through HSC, he said. Some aged
out of the foster-care system and moved away or are
in college, but many still come home for Christmas
or in the summer.

That’s a special point of pride for Kirwan,
especially in November, National Adoption Month.
The commemoration supports activities that promote
the adoption of children and youth from foster care
into permanent, loving families.

It dates to 1976, when former Massachusetts Gov.
Michael Dukakis announced Adoption Week to
promote awareness of the need for adoptive families
for children in foster care. Former President Bill
Clinton expanded National Adoption Week, declared
by the late President Ronald Reagan in 1984, to
National Adoption Month in 1995.

According to Casey Family Programs, 13,329
Arizona children younger than 18 were living in
foster care in 2019. Of them, 45 percent were
reunited with their families, 36 percent were
adopted, 8 percent live with relatives or guardians
and 9 percent aged out.

“The children who come to us have had an
average of 12 placements before they arrive,” Kirwan
said.

A majority of HSC’s children are referred by the
Arizona Department of Child Safety, Kirwan said, but
some come via hospitals and residential treatment
centers. Any family member of a child enrolled in
behavioral health services also can seek therapeutic
foster care.

DCS qualifies and licenses therapeutic foster
parents to provide stable homes for children and
adolescents with significant emotional, behavioral or
social needs. HSC, which has trained about 275
therapeutic foster parents over the years and
currently has 55 children placed in 45 homes,

— ADOPTION, Page 29

Randy Goff
Broker/Owner

More Choices

It’s a great time to refinance.
Rates are still incredibly low.

Take advantage of your home equity
with a cash out refinance.

Offering jumbo loans up to 90% LTV.

Close on a loan in the next 60 days and
receive a FREE appraisal ($500 value!)

No out of pocket cost refi available.

Chandler Mortgage

¢ Your small, hometown mortgage broker.

¢ One stop for all your home financing needs.
¢ Local and trusted. Check out my online reviews.
¢ Call today - 5 minutes could save you thousands!

Go local and get more VALUE with lower rates, more choices, and superior service!
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We are open for all of your dental
emergencies during these trying times!

HAVE A
BROKEN
TOOTH OR
BEEN TOLD
YOU NEED
A CROWN?

NOW WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS!

7

(=?

FREE CONSULTATIO

Come see the experts for quality
crowns at exceptional prices. We’'ll
also replace missing teeth with bridges
and provide cosmetic crowns to create
you a confident smile you deserve—all
affordable, just $649 per unit!

NOV. 20 - DEC. 3, 2021

On Nov. 28, there will be songs, entertainment and traditional Chanukah foods like latkes
and jelly donuts at Pollack Chabad Center for Jewish Life. Festivities always are open to the
entire community. Jelly doughnuts, called sufganiyot, are fried in oil, representing the jar of

*If your insurance covers 50% of the cost of the crown,
your insurance will reimburse you $324.50.

CROWN

CENTER

Call Today!
480-349-1140

www.azcrowncenter.com 0 OO
2490 W. Ray Road, Suite 2, Chandler, AZ 85224

oil that historically lasted for 8 days.

Chanukah Extravaganza
with families at Pollack
Chabad Center a fun,
meaningful celebration

imes change. As Rabbi Mendy
TDeitsch of West Chandler-based

Pollack Chabad Center noted,
not long ago celebrating Chanukah
meant some latkes, a few spins of the
dreidel, traditional songs, a jelly
doughnut or two and some gelt, if
lucky. And, of course, the menorah.

Now, fortunate children get to

visit the annual Chanukah celebration
and experience the holiday with their

— Photos courtesy Chabad Center

families in a fun and meaningful way.

Chanukah Extravaganza will open
its doors to the community from 4 to
5:30 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 28, the first
day of Chanukah.

Conveniently located at the Pol-
lack Chabad Center for Jewish Life,
875 N. McClintock Drive , the celebra-
tion offers families, children and
adults a way to experience Chanukah
together.

Here’s what visitors can expect to
find this year: foam pit with dreidel
find, fire juggling show, Chanukah gift
shop, mini doughnut making, gelt
drop, dreidels for the kids and meno-
rah lighting.

Information: Chabadcenter.com
or 480-855-4333.
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We see a lifetime
In every lung scan.

Talk to your doctor about a cancer screening.

Dignity Health and the specialists at Norton Thoracic Institute have strived
for decades to provide the best care possible to Arizona. However you've
lived your life, a lung scan can tell the life story of your lungs. It could also
help determine future risks and detect serious issues early.

See if you're eligible at dignityhealth.org/lung or call 602.406.4551.

<S'€> Dignity Health.
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A Thankssiving story: ‘The parks he slept in, he now takes care of’
Tempe employee made most of opportunities that gave him new life

By Janie Magruder

he alarm in Ron
Ackerman’s head goes
off promptly at 3:30

a.m. five days a week, rousing
him from peaceful sleep in
his two-bedroom Tempe
apartment.

Ackerman’s shift as a
Tempe city employee starts
well before dawn, and he
spends his day improving and
beautifying the city’s parks,
clocking out as many others
are just ending a late lunch.

Early afternoon is the best
part of the day for this U.S.
Navy veteran, former
small-business owner and
community volunteer. He
heads home and sneaks in a
nap, if his two rambunctious
pups, Chiweenie brothers
named Cracker and Jacks,
allow it. Later, he may slap a
steak on his George Foreman
Grill, perhaps fire up his
dehydrator to make jerky or
see a movie with friends.

Life is good. It wasn’t
always. And that’s why this
Thanksgiving is so special to
him.

“I busted my butt to get
where I am right now,” the
46-year-old said. “I know it
would take one stupid thing
to end it.”

Born in Southern
California, Ackerman and his
older sister were raised by
their single mom, who gave
them “long leashes as kids.”
He graduated from Marina
High in Huntington Beach,
where surfing class was an
elective, and rode the waves
in the Pacific as often as he
could.

Ackerman enlisted in the
Navy and was stationed in

U.S. Navy veteran Ron Ackerman says this Thanksgiving will be especially meaningful to him. Once so down on his
luck that he lived on the street, he has a new job, new place to live and he’ll be driving to traditional festivities

with family that once shunned him.

San Diego. On his ship, he
learned combat sport, a
contact discipline in which
two opponents fight each
other. After four years,
Ackerman competed in mixed
martial arts, primarily in
Japan, and started a
commercial door business.
Then, in 2008, his life
came to a screeching halt

— Photo by Pablo Robles for Wrangler News

when a car he was driving
was T-boned. Ackerman
suffered injuries to his
shoulders, ribs and lower
back, so severe that doctors
put him on high doses of
painkillers, including
OxyContin.

“It was a time when no
one really knew about pain
management, and I became

addicted,” he said.

For the next 12 years,
Ackerman struggled with his
addiction, seeking out street
drugs when his prescriptions
were cut off, and entering
rehab multiple times. All the
while, he hid his opioid
dependence from his family.

“Addiction was taboo with
my family, and so I wasn’t up

front with them,” he said.

Ackerman lost everything
— his fiancé, his business, his
home and his family, which
had tried to intervene, but
ultimately left it to him to get
well. He got in his car and
headed east in 2015.

“I came to Arizona to get
clean,” Ackerman said. “I had
lots of friends in California,
and they were not the best
friends as far as being sober.
So I came to Arizona knowing
nobody and having no people
to call.”

With no money, no home
and no job, he lived for two
years in his car, through the
cold winter mornings and the
scorching summer heat. He
suffered heat stroke while
working a day-labor job, and
snagged only minimal sleep
in the middle of the night
when temperatures “cooled
down” enough.

“I had a phone, and I'd
spend lots of time on online
forums, learning about how
other people dealt with
addiction,” he said. “Almost
on a good note, I got sober
while I was homeless.”

One night, while sleeping
in his car in a Tempe
grocery-store parking lot, a
police officer approached and
told him about I-HELP — the
Interfaith Homeless
Emergency Lodging Program.

I-HELP was started in
Tempe in 2006 by the Tempe
Community Action Agency
and Tempe Interfaith
Fellowship to provide shelter
at area churches for people
experiencing homelessness. It
is sustained by local faith
organizations providing
overnight sleeping spaces and
hundreds of volunteers
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serving evening meals to program enrollees.

“I don’t know where I'd be if I didn’t hear about
I-HELP” Ackerman said. “When I lost my car, I was
at rock bottom.”

With a comfortable place to sleep every night,
he began volunteering at TCAA's Food Pantry,
packing boxes for people in need and driving its
mobile trailers. These trailers provide showers and
laundry services to homeless people every day of
the year.

“Volunteering makes their world a better place,
and it makes me a better person,” Ackerman said,
noting that doing for others has been a critical part
of his five years of sobriety. “I was getting help, so I
wanted to help others. It also put me past the point
where I was having cravings, and kept my mind off
my own problems.”

But Ackerman still needed to fill the long
daytime hours. He started visiting the Tempe
Library, using its computers to look for work or to
read.

“I wanted to be around the right people,” he
said.

One of those people spotted him near the city’s
Homeless Outreach Prevention Effort office in the

library. Since its inception in 2016, HOPE has
provided services to homeless people in Tempe,
including street outreach, case management and
connections to shelter and housing.

Since the city ramped up its homeless outreach
efforts in 2017, 1,362 people have received
permanent housing in Tempe, and 1,348
chronically homeless people have been served,
according to city records.

HOPE employs 11 people, including Kelly
Denman, a homeless-outreach specialist who built a
relationship with Ackerman.

“I don’t want to stereotype, but Ron didn’t
appear to be homeless. He’s just this guy I saw
every day,” Denman said. “I saw him talking to
some [-HELP people, and I approached him, and at
first he declined, ‘I'm good, I'll be OK.” He turned
me down probably 10 times.”

She eventually learned his story, about his
military service, the details of his addiction, eviction
and car troubles. When Ackerman finally accepted
help, Denman got him qualified for a subsidized
housing voucher, and he moved into an apartment
in Phoenix.

Denman also knew about the Tempe Works

program, which City Councilman Randy Keating
brought to the Council in 2017.

“Tempe Works offers a path out of homelessness
when we combine employment with access to
shelter, housing and social services,” said Keating,
now Tempe vice mayor. “This latest investment (the
expansion of staff) allows the city to assist more
people who want to increase their self-sufficiency.”

Denman thought the program would be perfect
for Ackerman.

“This is a guy sitting all day in the library and he
wants to be doing something with his time,” she
said. “He has shelter, he’s sober, he has a driver’s
license. So many boxes were checked in my heart
on what a good employee he would make.”

Denman was right.

Ackerman was hired in 2018 as a full-time
temporary employee, working weekdays from 4
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., cleaning public restrooms in
city parks, the very spaces that previously were his
home.

Later that year, with enough savings, he gave up
his housing voucher, and moved into a Tempe

—THANKSGIVING, Page 10

Picture yourself being prepared for financial emergencies before they actually happen!

Whether you are a small business owner or a family, my goal is to create a personalized financial strategy that is right for you!

Call today to schedule an initial consultation.

480.377.2018

PROUD SOUTH TEMPE RESIDENT

TODD RANDALL HANSEN, J.D., CRPC®, ADPA®, AAMS®

Senior Vice President, Investments

Private Global Wealth Strategies Group of Raymond James

222 S. Mill Ave., Suite 401 // Tempe, AZ 85281
480.377.2000

“Building wealth, one generation at a time”

RAYMOND JAMES

Investing involves risk and you may incur a profit or loss regardless of strategy selected.

© 2021 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC. Raymond James is a registered trademark of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 21-BR3EB-0061 TA 7/21
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Thanksgiving

apartment.

“I wanted them to give it to somebody who
needed it. I didn’t want to be dependent. I wanted
to be on my own,” said Ackerman.

His mom helped him buy a car.

He quickly moved from city custodian to part of
the team overseeing maintenance of park
infrastructure citywide — picnic tables to
playgrounds to lighting.

His supervisor, Ruben Wilkinson Jr., taught him
to be a tradesman, learning basic plumbing and
electrical work.

Ackerman was the type of person who, when
finished early with assigned tasks, would ask to do
more.

He is looking forward to applying for a
permanent city job soon, and Denman has signed
on as a reference.

“He totally deserves it,” she said. “He’s put in
countless hours in a non-benefits job.

He stays late. He shows up and does more than
he’s required to do.

Kathy Surcouf

480.650.5018

kathysurcouf@gmail.com

Real Estate Consultant, ABR, CRS, GRI
Certified Luxury Home Marketing Specialist

@ East Valley

KELLERWILLIAMS.  An Independent Member Broker

“His dedication, his passion, his heart ... Tempe
is lucky to have him.”

Denman said she’s never seen such a success
story like Ackerman, someone who “worked the
whole system, used every single resource for what
it was intended to do, became successful and
moved on.”

He stays in touch, and assists her with homeless
outreach by referring people whom he meets in the
parks. Perhaps they, too, can qualify for I-HELP and
housing vouchers, even get a good job through
Tempe Works.

“Ron inspires me,” Denman said. “He truly is the
reason for what and why we do what we do.”

On Nov. 24, Ackerman will pop Cracker and
Jacks into his car and head to an extended family
Thanksgiving celebration at his mom’s home in
Huntington Beach.

It’s his fifth straight year for such a gathering,
one that he regrets missing out on for many years
prior.

“I wasn’t being honest with my family during
those dark times of my life,” he said. “When I came
to Arizona to get sober, I had AHCCCS (Arizona’s
Medicaid program), and I always asked to be drug

tested at every visit. I saved the reports until I had
about 20 of them, and I sent them to my mom.”

When she received documentation that he was
sober, “she was just proud and glad that she had
her son back,” said Ackerman, who now visits his
family several times a year.

“I'm building back bridges that I destroyed on
my own.”

For their Thanksgiving feast, since his mom is a
vegetarian, the meat eaters in the family will “group
up prior and see who’s getting the ham, otherwise
we’ll have to deal with her soy molded-like turkey.”
There will be all the trimmings, including
traditional cranberry salad.

Ackerman will have time to reflect on his
blessings — opportunities he was given when he
needed them the most: a roof over his head, steady
work, dignity, respect, sobriety, the ability to serve
others.

“I'm thankful for all my family and friends, the
people that I've met along the way who believed in
me,” he said.

“I don’t take the help I received for granted. 1
knew I didn’t have many chances left.”

Domaine at

" Waterston, Gilbert

Pending at

Kathy & André
SURCOUF

REAL ESTATE

KASurcouf.com

Call us TODAY to take advantage of
this INCREDIBLE Seller's Market
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Giving Tuesday an opportunity to support, offer thanks for area nonprofits

By Janie Magruder

hortly after Khlida Rahimi arrived in Phoenix
S in 2017, having fled her home in Kabul,

Afghanistan, with her husband Abdulhaq and
their two young children, she learned about hope.

It was a strange and wonderful feeling for a
family forced to leave everything behind because
they feared for their lives. Abdulhaq had worked for
the U.S. Army at a base in Kabul, starting as a
dishwasher and advancing to translator, and those
were dangerous assignments.

“Without doing anything, I made a lot of
enemies — the Taliban and Al-Qaeda didn’t like us,”
said Abdulhaq, whose family arrived in the U.S.
with Special Immigrant Visas.

Almost immediately, Khlida was connected to
Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest, an
Arizona nonprofit offering a Refugee Women’s
Empowerment Program. She began attending free
classes in English and sewing at LSS-SW’s Phoenix
office, which also provides on-site child care that
she gratefully used.

When COVID-19 hit, the in-person classes at
LSS-SW were suspended, but Khlida continued
practicing her English with a volunteer instructor
and sewing from home.
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“I enjoy the classes with the other women,” she
said, with Abdulhaq interpreting. “I liked my
teacher, and I liked practicing English with each
other.”

LSS-SW is among Arizona nonprofits
participating in Giving Tuesday, a global day of
charitable giving that unleashes the power of
people and organizations to transform their
communities. This year’s campaign is Tuesday, Nov.
30.

Other local organizations that are involved
include Tempe-based Children’s Cancer Network,
which supports Arizona children battling cancer
and their families, and AZCEND, formerly Chandler
Christian Community Center, which helps families,
senior citizens and individuals living in poverty and
crisis.

Additionally, a list of nonprofits and suggestions
for contributing your time, talents and treasures on
Giving Tuesday is at Arizona Gives Day. Set for April
5-6, 2022, Arizona Gives Day is a collaboration of
the Alliance of Arizona Nonprofits and Arizona
Grantmakers, and raises funds for nonprofits
statewide.

Giving Tuesday was launched in 2012 with a
mission to build a more just and generous world. It

YOUTH CHAMPIONS

@, VIOUNTAIN PARK
AV HEALTH CENTER
sinparkheathorg

Tempe High School

EMPCANSHRS

Kyrene Middle School

ﬁfmmmomgu
this year s awardecs . ..

Marcos de Niza High School
Kyrene Aprende Middle School

Corona del Sol High School

couldn’t fall on a better day of the year, said LSS-SW
President and CEO Connie Phillips.

“We have many days for shopping — Black
Friday, Small Business Saturday, Cyber Monday. Why
shouldn’t there be a day for giving back?” Phillips
said. “Giving Tuesday kick-starts our holiday-giving
season in a fun and easy way. A lot of donors tell
us, they love being part of something bigger than
themselves. Uniting together around a cause that
they care about just feels good.”

This year, LSS-SW will direct all of its Giving
Tuesday contributions to its refugee women’s
program, starting with a matching gift of $20,000
from Tucson resident Jim Eggert and his late wife
Carolyn. This means every gift LSS-SW receives on
Nov. 30 will be doubled, Phillips said.

Through the WEP, she said, classes and
programs are specifically tailored to the needs of
refugee women, and offer a safe space for women
from Afghanistan, the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Somalia, Burma, Cuba and elsewhere.

“The trauma of the refugee experience is often
compounded for refugee women because of
gender-based violence and cultural expectations,”
Phillips said. “These barriers can make integration

— GIVING, Page 29

Marcos de Niza High School

ADULT CHAMPIONS

Protector Award

Inspiration Award

Advocate Award
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Dinner Rolls - Pies - Sweet or Savory Breads
Order Online, by Phone, or InPerson

1730 EWarner Rd @ NW Corner McClintock
480-777-1141 www.TempeGreatHarvest.com
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Branding

From Page 3

know that you are in an important part of our

community,” Hartke said. “When you hear the name

‘West Chandler’ we want you to envision a vibrant
and dynamic employment corridor.”

Chandler City Council approved $239,937 to
buy the nine signs that are being placed in strategic
areas in West Chandler as part of the branding
initiative led by the city’s Economic Development
Division. The signs are 15 feet tall, with “West
Chandler” lettering, and a high-tech theme that
reflects the area’s industry base. The city worked
with YESCO, a custom sign builder in West
Chandler, to design and install the signs. Seven of
them have been installed so far.

“West Chandler is a very special group to us in
terms of business development, particularly
industrial near Ray Road and Interstate 10,” Hartke
said. “Right now, we’re expanding at the 10 and
202 on the northeast corner. There’s a lot of jobs
up there, a lot of industrial jobs that are unique.
And you’ve got Stellar Airpark in west Chandler,
which is a jewel. How many communities in the

world actually have a neighborhood where you can
taxi your airplane into your garage, or fly daily to
California and back to work?

“Our Desert Oasis Park is beautiful out there.
Chandler Fashion Center in West Chandler
definitely is one of our jewels. It’s top tier and I'm
excited to see Scheels (sporting goods) moving in
there and others coming in.”

The Economic Development Division is leading
additional projects aimed at strengthening West
Chandler’s image and sense of place. A
multi-channel marketing campaign is promoting
the neighborhood, including social-media posts,
digital ads and print ads that highlight West
Chandler business success stories, development
projects and why the area is a wise place to invest.

The city will bring its “Feel Good Friday”
promotion to West Chandler, visiting area
businesses and rewarding shoppers with gift cards
to Chandler-based businesses. The promotion is
strategically timed to support West Chandler
businesses during the holiday-shopping season and
construction on the I-10 Broadway Curve
Improvement Project.

“Our marketing strategy for West Chandler will
target different audiences,” said Economic
Development Director Micah Miranda. “In addition
to local stakeholders, we are going to be promoting

West Chandler to technology companies outside

the state who would be a good fit for the area.”
More information:

chandleraz.gov/business/economic-development/em

ployment-corridors/west-chandler.

Pottery/plant sale to benefit dog rescues

The 25th annual pottery/plant sale,
featuring one-of-a-kind stoneware pottery by
Eva Vichules and several other ceramic artists,
is 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Dec. 4-5 at 115 W. Balboa
Drive in Tempe. All proceeds to go Island Dog
Rescue in Puerto Rico (islanddog.org), Aussie
and Friends Rescue (aussiefriendsrescue.com)
and Happy Tails Rescue (happytailsaz.com).

Payment will be accepted in cash or check
only.

Plants in ceramic containers will be
available as well as plants in nursery
containers. Stoneware bowls, mugs, plates and
animal-related items also will be for sale.

Make a stop in West Chandler

FOOD ¢ SHOPPING ¢« ENTERTAINMENT

CHOOSE
CHANDLER

ichoosechandler.com
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Aztecs end football season with
1st place in 6A East Valley standings

By Alex Zener

he Aztecs, with a No. 19
I ranking, did not make it into

the 6A football playoff
championship but finished the
regular season with a 5-5 overall
record and a 5-0 record in their 6A
East Valley Section. The Aztecs took
over the first-place spot in that
section after easily defeating Dobson,
51-0 on Oct. 29, Westwood, 45-23 on
Nov. 5 and Tucson High Magnet
School, 52-7 on Nov. 11.

Against Dobson, the Aztecs scored
seven touchdowns, the first one
happened within the first three
minutes of the quarter when

Jonathan Kubat broke free to run
48-yard to score a touchdown. Kabat
would go on to rush for 157 yards on
20 carries or 7.9 average yards per
carry and score a total of four rushing
touchdowns against the Mustangs.

Sophomore running back
Nickolas Mustacchia scored two
rushing touchdowns,

Quarterback Connor Ackerley
only needed to throw five passes the
entire game completing four. One of
those completion was a 38-yard pass
to James Miller to score Corona’s
second touchdown.

The defense played well
preventing the Mustangs of scoring

Guide to
Chandler Parks

any points by compiling a total of 40
tackles, led by Nathan Cormier-Ward
who have two solo tackles and 3
assisted for a total of five. In addition,
Ryne Cook and Jalen Walker both
had four total tackles.

Sophomore kicker Malcolm Flynn
only had one chance to show off his
kicking skills while Corona’s other
kicker, Carston Kieffer, scored seven
of the 51 points by being successful
kicking seven point-after kicks.

Junior Keona Peat scored two
points by tackling Dobson’s ball
carrier in their own end zone.

The Aztecs started strong against
Westwood scoring two touchdowns, a
rushing touchdown by Kubat during
their first possession and a passing
touchdown from Ackerley to Jovin
Gomez, with a minute left in the first
quarter.

Carston Kieffer successfully made
both point-after kicks to put Corona
up 14-0.

Westwood pulled within six with a
touchdown and two-point
conversion, but the Aztecs
reciprocated with another touchdown
just before the half with a couple of
long passes from Ackerley to Kubat
and a 3-yard touchdown pass from

With more than 60 parks in Chandler, a variety of park
programs to participate in and the option to rent fields and
pavilions for life celebrations, residents and visitors have

plenty of options to get out and enjoy the outdoors.

Visit the Guide to Chandler Parks at

chandleraz.gov/ParkGuide to discover all the things

parks have to offer.

Ackerley to Jeff Lambert to go up
21-8.

The Aztecs came out to start the
second half fired up and determined
to win scoring two touchdown in the
third quarter along with the defense
holding the Warriors to just one
touchdown.

Ackerley continued to throw the
long passes in the third quarter. One
pass caught by Lambert and the
second by Owen Janssen to set up a
3-yard rushing touchdown by Jalen
Walker.

The second touchdown in the
third quarter was set up by a failed
onside kick by the Warriors that was
recovered by junior Drew Nicolson
on Corona’s 48-yard line.

Kubut broke free for a long run
and set up Jalen Walker for a 1-yard
rushing touchdown to end the third
quarter with a 20- point lead or
35-15.

Corona scored a 25-yard field goal
by junior Bennett Matsler early in
the fourth quarter and a rushing
touchdown by Kabat set up by
another failed onside kick by
Westwood that was recovered to
make the score 45-23 with under a

ZENER, Page 25
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The Corona del Sol Aztecs are known around the Valley as one of
the top high school girls volleyball programs, and this season was
no exception. The Lady Aztecs earned the No. 4 seed in the Class
6A state tournament.

After cruising to wins over Tucson Rincon and Desert Vista in the
first two rounds, the Aztecs ran into top seed, Sandra Day
O’Connor High, in the state semifinals and fell, 3 games to 2.
O’Connor went on to defeat Hamilton for the state-title. Corona
finished 28-7 overall, 10-0 in league play.

“It starts with having talent,” Coach Ben Maxfield said with a
chuckle. “We’ve been fortunate to have a lot of talent.”

Above, Kierstyn Barton, Anglie Bour, Kacie Webb, Natalie Mantini, | B

Sydney Meyer and Reese Manross celebrate a win over Desert f [N -
Vista. At right, Barton elevates high to spike a ball on the Thunder. :

On facing page, Manross, Maddie Kamolz and Meyer share a : ¥ .:=§;k
moment of joy (top); Bour sets a ball for Webb (bottom) and ) S i e

o
Barton spikes another one. 1 e\
7 %0

— Photos by Andrew Lwowski for Wrangler News , ;‘\ . ‘«’é/fﬁ
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Tempe author’s best-seller applies Silicon

By M.V. Moorhead

Special for Wrangler News

€ € 1t's really about

how Silicon Valley

built a model for
business.” This is how
Tempe-based author
Aaron Bare explains the
specifics of his
bestselling book
Exponential Theory.
More generally,
however, says Bare, the
theme of the book is
summarized in its
subtitle: The Power of
Thinking Big.

The tome, co-written
with N. Forbes
Shannon, describes how
digital technology has
changed the pace of
business, both
advancing and
expanding at a, well,

exponential rate. Using
examples like Bill Gates,
Jeff Bezos and Elon
Musk, it details both the
enormous potentials for
profit and the equal
potential for sudden
failure, setback and
even obsolescence.

Bare has a
background that
qualifies him to speak
on these matters. The
Indiana native, who
attended Indiana tech,
then Indiana University
for his Master’s and the
Thunderbird School of
Global Management for
his M.B.A., founded and
ran a “digital strategy
firm” called Buzz Mouth
in 2009. It was acquired
in 2014 by marketing
powerhouse
LaneTerralever; since
then Bare has worked as
a consultant and
speaker for businesses
in “90 countries and all
50 states.” He also
authored (with
Shannon) the 2020
book Reimagining
Innovation.

All of these
experiences and
observations led Bare to
a conclusion.

“It all comes back to
this common theory,” he
said. “The leaders (of
these game-changing,
innovative companies)
thought exponentially.”

This led Bare to

Valley model to wide array of applications

write Exponential
Theory, which has
reached No. 4 on the
Wall Street Journal’s
Nonfiction E-Books
Bestselling List, and
#102 on USA Today’s
Bestselling Books List.

The stories of
Amazon, Microsoft and
the like are important
and interesting,
certainly, but what can
reading Bare’s book do
for ordinary wage slaves
and hustlers like most
of us? Plenty, according
to the author.

When you learn to
follow the tactics in his
book, says Bare, “You
stop sweating the small
stuff, and you think in
big ideas.

Once you’re thinking
in big terms, small stuff
becomes very easily
overcome”

One of the strongest
strategies for success,
says Bare, is workforce
diversity.

“In the future of the
shortage of talent,” Bare
said, “the real
opportunity is diversity,
and bringing up
everybody.”

The author
acknowledges, of
course, that none of
these approaches assure
success. “Nothing is
foolproof,” he said.

Even when the ideas
behind the business

NOV. 20 - DEC. 3, 2021

Tempe producer
presents West Coast
jazz saxophonist
Bob Sheppard

Ensemble quintet perfect fit for
new, state-of-the-art Ravenscroft
Hall in Saturday, Nov. 20 concert

or more than four decades,
Fjazz saxophonist Bob

Sheppard has played sessions
with A-list jazz giants Chick Corea,
Herbie Hancock and Dianne
Reeves, as well as big-name artists
of other genres.

Producer Woody Wilson, a
longtime Tempe civic leader and
2020 Don Carlos Humanitarian of
the Year, brings that artistry to the
Valley on Nov. 20 when Sheppard
and his quintet play a 7:30 p.m.
concert, presented by Wilson’s
Lakeshore Music at Ravenscroft Hall
in North Scottsdale.

“Bob Sheppard is truly in a class
of his own,” said Wilson, founder,
president and executive producer
of Lakeshore Music. “He’s the A-list
session player in Los Angeles when
you absolutely have to have a
dazzling reed player. He has
worked with the legends.

“Our show on Nov. 20 is going
to be something splendid. Besides
Bob Sheppard, acclaimed guitarist
Larry Koonse is in the band, along
with Otmaro Ruiz on piano, bassist
Luca Alemano and drummer Mark
Ferber. It’'s a monster band, just the
sort of ensemble Ravenscroft Hall
was built to showcase. It will be a
spectacular show in a world-class
venue.”

Wilson initially met Sheppard,
who also is virtuosic on flute and
clarinet, eight years ago while
producing a concert starring Los
Angeles pianist John Proulx.
Sheppard was in the band.

“He literally blew the audience
away with his tenor sax and nearly
stole the show,” Wilson said of
Sheppard. “People were coming up
to me after the concert and asking,
‘Who is this guy?’

“The same thing happened a
few years later when we presented
West Coast singer Denise Donatelli.
She included Bob in her band and
our crowd remembered. That’s
when I knew we had to bring Bob
back to headline his own show, but
schedules always got in the way.”

Sheppard found gigs
accompanying Tony Bennett,
Sammy Davis Jr., the 5th Dimension
and a steady spot with Chuck
Mangione’s orchestra. He also has
played with Joni Mitchell, Steely
Dan, James Taylor, Stevie Wonder,
Queen Latifah, Elvis Costello,
Natalie Cole, Randy Newman,
Rickie Lee Jones and Boz Scaggs.

He got those calls due mostly to

— Continued on facing page

are solid, “the person
that creates first doesn’t
necessarily reap the
benefits.”

He points out, for
instance, that the
Segway underperformed
when it was introduced
in 2009, but that
personal transportation
remains an area of keen
interest to innovators.

He also points out the
Apple Pocket Crystal of
1989, a project which
foreshadowed the
iPhone.

For that matter,
noted Bare, “No one
would have thought
when Facebook started
that MySpace would
have lost its
dominance.”

Bare also observes
that a failure to achieve
a specific goal doesn’t
necessarily mean that
the effort is wasted.

“Elon Musk talks
about going to Mars,”
Bare said.

“If he never gets to
Mars, he probably still
got to the moon.”



PAGE 19 « NOV. 20 - DEC. 3, 2021

his improvisational and
interpretive abilities, and, of course,
his unique sound.

“Playing with the best of the best
is huge. It makes me play better,”
Sheppard said. “All those top 40
and funk bands in the *70s were
very much jazz gigs to me. They
taught me styles, how to hear my
way through music, how to play in
horn sections with singers.

“The pop tunes of the '70s and
’80s had great harmonies and forms
that left much room for
individuality and expression.”

From the start, it was jazz that
lured Sheppard.

“When I was a kid, there was
jazz all over TV and radio,” he said.
“I really didn’t need to search jazz
out. It was all around me. I really
liked the idea of finding melodies
and the freedom of exploring
sounds on my horn. I was
constantly noodling and
experimenting. I never waited for
my teacher to tell me what to
practice. Playing along with all of
the music I heard was a huge factor

in how I learned to use my ear,
identify harmony and develop acute
relative pitch, and to play in tune.”

Sheppard became a first-call
musician who could be counted
upon to bring fresh ideas to a
recording session or live gig.

“I learned to function in so
many environments,” Sheppard
said. “Knowing how to react and
relate stylistically to become a
musical mind reader and deliver
what’s needed is still fun for me.
The cumulative effect of experience
is a priceless education.”

Bob Sheppard Quintet

Saturday, Nov. 20, 7:30 p.m.

Ravenscroft Hall

8445 E. Hartford Drive

Scottsdale, AZ 85255

Reserved Seating: $55

at lakeshoremusic.org

Reduced pricing for mini
season tickets

Students 50% off (must
present student ID)

Film fare . . . with M.V. Moorhead
‘Belfast’ sneaks up with earned tears

enneth Branagh'’s film Belfast
K begins one day in 1969, with
9-year-old Buddy walking home
through the teeming, friendly streets
of his working-class, religiously mixed
neighborhood in the title city.

Just before he gets there, a furious
mob suddenly rounds the corner and
starts smashing windows of his
Catholic neighbors. Before long, the
streets are full of tanks and soldiers
and barricades.

This is the beginning of “The
Troubles,” the decades-long strife
between Protestants and Catholics in
Belfast.

But for Buddy (Jude Hill), the
more pressing issues are his crush on
a beautiful classmate, or which movie
he'll be taken to see, or keeping
straight which road his fire-and-
brimstone (Protestant) clergyman
recommends he take to avoid
damnation.

We see the struggles of his
beautiful, decent mother (Catriona
Balfe), to raise him and his siblings

during the frequent and lengthy
absences of his loving but financially
nonchalant father (Jamie Dornan),
and the gentle teasing between his
mutually adoring grandparents (Judy
Dench and Ciaran Hinds), all through
Buddy's eyes.

We also see his father's courageous
refusal to be roped in to the mob by
local protestant thugs, and we hear
his parents debate whether to leave
their beloved hometown.

The film, which Branagh wrote
and directed, is largely auto-
biographical. It's much like Branagh's
version of John Boorman's great Hope
and Glory (1987), about childhood
fun during the Blitz.

After a glimpse of modern-day
Belfast, the movie is rendered in
crisply beautiful black and white
by cinematographer Haris
Zambarloukus, with moments in vivid
color when Buddy sees movies like
One Million Years B.C. or Chitty

— FILM, Page 27

3t Experience the Holidays
% at Tempe Center for the Arts )ﬁ(

Dianne Reeves

Christmas Time is Here

Decll

Experience the timeless voice

and improvisalional prowess ol
five-time GRAMMY award-winner
Dianne Reeves this haliday season.

Upgrade your

TCA PRESENTS

Nochebuena:
Christmas Eve
in Mexico

1CO

: e
experience toa
VIP TICKET £ 5 %

.

3 GET YOUR
TICKETS

TcA PRESENTS

15 time GRAMMY

award-winner Bélq FIeCk in
My Bluegrass Heart

Dec 18

featuring Sam Bush,
Jerry Douglas, Stuart Duncan,
Edgar Meyer & Bryan Sutton

480.350.2822
tempecenterforthearts.com

Tempe Center for the Arts E
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; / -] - Streets
We're recm/{;/yfg
A Tempe staff members have

communicated with Tempe
Elementary School District staff

Wrangler News is looking for a part-time office manager, leadership about this issue,
. . . , o since the city’s research showed
content organizer, enthusiastic team member who's familiar that Laird, Gililland and Hudson [a

schools also were similarly
named. The district’s Governing
Board and staff will handle
community discussions and
. L . decisions about its schools, and
If you feel you might fit some or all of these qualities, please give the city will continue to
. . collaborate with the district as
us a call at 480-966-0837 or email editor@wranglernews.com. needed.
The city is sensitive to the
descendants of the identified this important topic is done in

. people and is reaching out to safe and respectful ways.
Tﬁdw, ﬂ/’f/ we /ook ][0/’ war / to Aedl" /l’y ][ rom you / the family members who have Background materials for
city-owned locations named for the Oct. 21 Council discussion
their ancestors. Communication  are available at tempe.gov/clerk.

with QuickBooks and would like to be part of this

friendly, long-established publishing organization.

with family members will In the coming days, an online
Correction — Recent coverage of an ongoing issue in South Tempe’s Shady Lane continue so they feel invited to hub (tempe.gov/renaming) will
Estates neighborhood inadvertently referred to that community as being the only one be part of the conversations. be launched with information
in the area where bridle trails exist. Circle G Ranches is also known for the same The city is committed to about the renaming process and
availability. We apologize for the oversight. ensuring that all dialogue on opportunities for public input.

The most wonderful time of the year begins with the sweet reveal of
Sugarland on Saturday, November 27, 2021! Join us as we unveil this
interactive, life-size holiday display of sweet treats and light up the infamous
Canal of Lights.

4 p.m. Special performance from the Chandler Youth Theatre
4-5 p.m. Photos with your favorite Snow Sisters
5 p.m. Meet us at the Commonwealth Avenue Canal for the official ribbon
cutting and light up of the infamous Canal of Lights
5-6 p.m. Photos with the Frozen Snowman

Dr. A.J. Chandler Park West
3 S. Arizona Avenue
Chandler, AZ 85225

DowntownChandler.org/Sugarland @DowntownChandler

Chandler o 7
IV SRS o
s Theatre OLIVER e TRADITIONAL SCHOOL|

‘ FastMed $
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COMMITTED TO KINDNESS

A ndependent Living

| Assisted Living
Memory Care

Skilled Nursing

stk DL
SCHEDULE ATOUR
AND
ENJOY LUNCH
ON US!"

-y e

*Not available for skilled nursing tours

« Continuum of care campus

« Individualized life enrichment activities

« (aring neighbors look out for one another
« Physician and therapist visits

« Onsite home health

« All utilities & basic cable

« All Meals available

« Scheduled transportation

« Weekly housekeeping

- Emergency call system

« Private rooms for skilled rehab with a
Banner physician to follow your care

« Licensed nurse on staff
- and more!

NORTH CHANDLER PLACE

a continuum of care senior living community

2555 N Price Rd, Chandler, AZ | 480.345.7171

NorthChandlerPlace.com
Located on Northbound Price Rd., North of Warner at Conference Dr.

Kyrene kids can learn
a second language.

Talk to us about world languages.

Kyrene is known for high academic achievement,
with schools consistently outperforming peer
districts and charter schools. Kyrene provides a variety
of choice opportunities across 26 campuses.
Find the perfect fit for your child.

Enroliment begins Jan 11 | www.kyrene.org/KyreneKids

@
xKyreneSchooIDistrict

LEARNING. LEADING. ACHIEVING.
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Be respectful if you
see a horned owl
at Desert Breeze Park

By Sally Mesarosh | Special for Wrangler News

f you’ve heard
Ideep, soft hoots

as dusk
approaches,
chances are there
might be a great
horned owl nearby.
Urban dwellers
often think they
need to live or
travel to a remote
rural area to see an
owl, but in fact,
many East Valley
residents could
possibly have owls
for neighbors.

Owls are
nocturnal, active from dusk until dawn. As we wind
down from our day, some owls are just waking up
and leaving their nests to begin their day.

Ronald Reed Sill and other local bird enthusiasts
say they have seen great horned owls at Desert
Breeze Park in West Chandler.

“I was not surprised to see owls in the
neighborhood park,” said Sill of Chandler. “Owls
have always co-existed in neighborhoods.”

Cathy Wise, community science manager at
Audubon Southwest in Phoenix, agrees that it’s not
rare to find great horned owls in a suburban
neighborhood park.

“Great horned owls are extremely opportunistic
and make use of a wide array of habitats,” Wise
said. “Although they are very powerful predators,
they can adapt readily to whatever food sources are
available: insects, rodents, birds, even skunks. This
flexibility makes it possible for them to live and
nest in a wide array of habitats, even in suburban
and urban areas. They don’t like dense, unbroken
forests but other than that are widespread
throughout the country.”

Birders who have seen owls at Desert Breeze
Park hesitate to reveal the exact location of the nest
to prevent crowds of people from gathering.

“I am not an expert on how to protect them,”
Sill said. “But I know to give them plenty of space
when it’s nesting season to not stress them out. I
always use a long telephoto lens when
photographing them to keep my distance.”

Wise said great horned owls typically do not
build their own nests but take over structures
abandoned by hawks and ravens.

“The pair might do a little fine-tuning—adding a
stick here or there—but prefer the ‘turn-key’
scenario,” Wise said. “If they can successfully nest in
an area, they will return year after year until
conditions become unfavorable. It is not
uncommon for homeowners to set their calendars
by the reappearance of an owl pair in late fall/early
winter. Most people enjoy the company of the owls
and like watching the progress of the nest.”

Great horned owls are believed to be the most

common owl species in the Valley, according to
Wise, followed by western screech-owls, barn owls
and elf owls.

“Although it isn’t possible to provide an exact
number, biologists agree that the species is
widespread, and numbers are stable,” Wise said.
“Because of this bird’s adaptable nature, the species
has fared better than more specialized species in
recent years.”

Sill said that as a photographer and a birder, it’s
always a great treat to see the owls.

“Owls are not birds you see too often,” Sill said.
“It’s always nice to see them.”

What should you do if you find an injured owl
or baby owl out of the nest?

Wise said it’s not uncommon for young,
feathered birds to jump from the nest before they
are ready, and to end up on the ground.

“If adult owls are present, they will continue to
feed the youngster, and if you are in a safe location
(no dogs or other potential predators, including
people) you can let nature take its course,” Wise
said.

But watch closely.

“If the baby is still downy or injured, call Liberty
Wildlife and explain the situation.”

In some cases, the wildlife center will
recommend replacing the owlet in the nest, but it is
recommended you talk to Liberty Wildlife first.

“After all, owl parents do a better job than
humans can do,” she said. “If a visible injury is
present, or parents have abandoned the nest, the
rehab center will recommend collecting the bird
gently, keeping it in a dark, draft free place and
transporting it to the center.”

For assistance, contact Liberty Wildlife at
480-998-5550.

Emmys

From Page 3

important. Sometimes I get on peers’ nerves with
my enthusiasm and positive energy. I'm always
telling them, ‘Don’t worry guys, we can do this!””

And they did. The fun Emmys became real
Emmys on Nov. 6 when Corona’s broadcast team at
[cdstv] stunned even themselves by winning two
Rocky Mountain Emmy awards — at the same
ceremony as all the big television stations in the
Valley, Salt Lake City and Albuquerque — after
having been nominated for seven.

“It was an amazing feeling,” Gunter said. “We all
watched the livestream together. It was so cool to
just be nominated and considered for an Emmy, but
the fact that we won one and now we’re held to
that standard is so rewarding because we all
worked so hard on the broadcast every week. It was
really nice knowing all of our hard work pays off in
the end.”

That was echoed by Layla Reif, 16, the program’s

first-ever junior executive producer.

“Just actually having the opportunity to
experience it in an industry format is so cool,” Reif
said. “Seeing it and actually applying it in my real
life is super rewarding.”

The Film and TV program, taught by Benjamin
Forbes, also brought home 14 Arizona
Interscholastic Press Association awards this fall,
including the top honor, General Excellence for
Broadcasting.

Forbes took over the program, which had been
a club activity, 15 years ago and made it an official
class. There now are nearly 120 students in the
program that includes two beginning classes, an
intermediate and an advanced class and the newest,
an animation class.

As Forbes says, it has become “kind of a big
deal.”

“We kind of grew and learned and tweaked and
tweaked and tweaked for 15 years, and here we
are,” Forbes said. “I had no idea I would feel so
passionately about this class because I was social
studies teacher thinking that was what I was going

to do my entire career.”

Walk into his classroom and there is an
impressive collection of cameras and laptop
computers. Across the hall is a full production
studio.

“We’re very grateful to have it all,” Reif said.

Corona won an Emmy for Best High School
Magazine Program. Gunter was one of the
reporters.

“I've been in [cdstv] all four years,” Gunter said.
“Mr. Forbes came to (Aprende) middle school when
I was in eighth grade and did a presentation about
[cdstv] and it just sounded like exactly what I
wanted to do. So I quickly signed up for the
program and I just fell in love with it.”

According to Forbes, “If she doesn’t go into film
or TV it’s a crime.”

Corona’s second Emmy was for Best High
School Multimedia Journalist, to Chandler Carlisle,
a senior last school year. Reif also was nominated.

“I definitely want to do something in this field
for my career,” Reif said. “I've always loved acting as
well. The idea of directing, producing and acting is



like a dream for me. Getting to work
behind the camera also is something
I didn’t know I was interested in
until I joined this class. I love it now.”

The 10-minute [cdstv]
newsmagazine airs every Friday.

“We don’t do stories just to do
stories,” Forbes said. “We’ll have
cooking segments. We’ll do sketches,
tasting weird foods, maybe a
public-service announcement about
getting grades up and making it fun

PAGE 23

at the same time.

“It’s that kind of content that
makes us a newsmagazine as
opposed to a newscast. We don’t just
report the news. We do
announcements, but we also bring
the school together with quality
content.

“I always refer to it as the Daily
Show as opposed to the Today show.
We’re there to inform, but also to
entertain.”

Feel Better Today!

Experience the healing power of acupuncture

“EXCELLENT CARE. EXCELLENT RECOVERY.

I have had no need for chiropractic service.

Pve had no surgeries. I’ve had no pain meds

in 5 years. | have healing and recovery beyond
my expectations. I’'ve required no PT or other
methods of injections or nerve burning practices

since joining Yin Rising.

Thank you for your expertise. The staff is

amazing.”

- Google Review

Anna Lunaria,
Ms.Ac. L.Ac.
CMT CYT CHT

Yin Rising

ACUPUNCTURE

30 years of experience, Specializing in relief from chronic pain
with Orthopedic, Neurological and Sports Medicine Acupuncture.

info@yinrising.com

(480) 206-6199

6101 S Rural Rd Suite 112Tempe, AZ 85284
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BARGAINS OF THE MONTH"

9.99 n's’n%\t%m
=7 .00 resater

FINAL PRICE
2.99
Peak®
Gal. 50/50 Antifreeze
Recommended for use in all cars and

light-duty trucks. Prediluted. No need to
add water. H 128 693 F6 *Limit 2 per offer

32.9

DeWALT®
34 pc. SAE/Metric Socket Set
R2027512

Stanley®
Fatmax® 25 ft. x 1-1/4 in.
Tape Rule R728253B4

e ame o
DURACELL

49.99

6 ft. Deluxe Folding Table
W 682536 1

YOUR
12.99 &oice
Duracell®
16 pk. AA or AAA Batteries or

12 pk. Optimum AA or AAA Batteries
E 137 963, 962; 255 012; 254 989

Consumer responsible for taxes. While supplies last.

Black Steel Folding Chair
W 157 249 F6

TV-AD-279438

Truel/alue.

Sale ends 11/30/21

McKay’s True Value

4939 W. Ray Rd. * Ray & Rural Road, Chandler

480.686.8064

©2021 True Value Company LLC

£ Follow us @ mckaystruevalue

Press Option 1 for your call to be directed
CALL US TO LEARN HOW WE CAN HELP

Wrangler News is distributed every other Saturday
throughout the year to 20,000 homes

& rack locations in Tempe & Chandler

Founder/Publisher: Don Kirkland
Executive Editor: Lee Shappell

Contributors:
Andrew Lwowski, Alex Zener,
M.V. Moorhead, Janie Magruder,
Sally Mesarosh, Billy Hardiman

== X
WRANGLER
(EWS

‘The Valley’s Best Community Newspaper’
— Phoenix magazine
Published since 1991 by Newslink LLC
Offices: Warner Century Plaza
2145 E. Warner Road, Ste. 102 Tempe, AZ 85284

(480) 966-0845

YOU PROMOTE YOUR TEMPE AND
WEST CHANDLER ENDEAVORS

Articles appearing in this publication represent the opinion of the
writer and not necessarily that of Wrangler News or Newslink
LLC. Acceptance of advertising does not constitute an
endorsement of the described products or services. We reserve
the right to reject advertising or other content we feel does not
meet the needs or interests of our readership. To place a
vacation stop and for other delivery requests, send email to
editor@wranglernews.com or call (480) 966-0845, Option 1.
Full, downloadable copies of recent issues, along with a
searchable database of past issues and a complete Media Kit
with rates & information, are available at WranglerNews.com.
Wrangler News is printed on partially recycled newsprint
with ink made from 98 percent soy content.
Copyright © 2021
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The Tempe Diablos are Proud to be a Part of this Amazing City.

We love Tempe and its diverse culture, and our mission remains true - to provide leadership and resources
to enhance our community. We’re excited to be a part of what’s ahead. Here’s to another 150 years!

5 @ TEMPE

Tempe AZ Enhancing Tempe Together.
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Z On the receiving end was junior Mason In the quarterback position, Leon carried the
ener Stromstad who caught 37 passes for 482 yards and  ball 18 times for 77 yards and one touchdown
From Page 15 four touchdowns. Junior wide receiver Clinton while senior Rosalino Valensuela scored one
Hopkins caught 31 passes for 387 yards and one touchdown.
minute to go. touchdown while senior wide receiver Brody
The Warriors were threatening to score at the Bybee Caught 21 passes for 272 yards and three corona VO"EYba"
end of the fourth quarter when sophomore touchdowns. Senior wide receiver Joesyiss The Aztecs ended the regular season with a 27-6
defensive back Keyvon Thomas intercepted a Williams caught 16 passes for 272 yards scoring overall record and first in the Central Section with a
Westwood pass to end the game 45-23. three touchdowns. . 10-0 record, which gave them a No. 4 seed in the
_ The other five receiving touchdowns were 2021 AAA Girls Volleyball 6A State Championship

Marcos de Niza Football caught by senior Ju Rhodes, junior Juan Lopez, which started at the higher seed Nov. 4.

sophomore Mike Turner, junior Jamaal Young
and junior Elijah Woods.

The Padres rushed for a total of 811 yards and
. . four touchdowns. The leading rusher on the team
in all 10 games completing 162 out of 271 pass was Hopkins with 52 carries for a total of 202 yards
attempts for 1993 yards and 16 touchdowns scored followed by Woods who carried the ball 31 times

by nine different receivers. for a total of 180 yards and two touchdowns. ZENER, Page 27

The top eight ranked teams were exempt from
the 6A Conference Play-In tournament, where the
next 16 ranked teams (No. 8-24) played to deter-
mine which eight teams would round out the 16
teams to play in the championships starting Nov. 4.

The Padres finished the regular season with a
4-6 record and ranked No. 23 in the 4A section.
Sophomore Braesen Leon played quarterback

Law Offices of

Glynn W.
Gilcrease, jr., rc.

Certified Specialist
CERTIFIED Ll
Wrongful Death
2 | SPECIALIST 1§ ;e
VST By the Arizona
Board of Legal
Specialization

Glynn W.
Gilcrease, JR., P.C.

_—

Professional - Efficient - Knowledgeable I will fight for the

° ° r
4500 S. Lakeshore Drive Justice you deserve

Suite 368
Tempe, AZ 85282 ARIZONA ASSOCIATION
480-897-0990 — et JUSTICE ——




CHANDLER ECONOMIC UPDATES SERIES:

A CITY TOUR

Find out what is new in the
City of Chandler and get first- Wednesday, December Ist

hand information on current 8:00am - 9:30am
and future projects! In : :

partnership with the City of

Chandler Economic LOOK Dine-In Cinemas

Development division and JLL
Real Estate, the Chandler 1 West Chandler Blvd

Chamber team has revamped Chandler, AZ 85225

our annual City Bus Tour event.
You will get to enjoy the Tour of  pooicier online at
the C|ty from the COI’ﬂfOFt Of an chandlerchamber.com
auditorium featuring in depth
descriptions and visuals!

COME HEAR FROM CHANDLER'S
OWN FEMALE MIXOLOGISTS
AND BREWMASTERS

Thank you to our Sponsors:

AR\

(

Tuesday, December 14

Natasha Hill » 11:3 ar.n - 1:30pm CCHHAAI\IIVIDBLEERR
SanTan Brewing Head Mixologlst ﬁd-l:'n'.'.'li' HYbl'ld Event 'WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP |
e

coming sooal In person event taking place

at SoHo63, lunch provided

Register online at chandlerchamber.com

e Thank you to our Sponsors:
mrlsa hrnal GILA RIVER =
Look Cinemas Head Brewmaster Oaps BEE  ntel AR



PAGE 27 - NOV. 20 - DEC. 3, 2021

Film

From Page 19

Bang, or when he's taken to see A Christmas Carol
onstage.

The period detail is convincing, and the acting
is terrific, with Dench and Hinds unsurprisingly
filching big chunks of the movie as the
grandparents.

Their roles, especially Dench's, are arguably
underwritten, but they let us see, without
telegraphing, oceanic expanses of love and worry
and pride behind their offhanded manner. Branagh
confers a child's-eye glamor on Dornan and Balfe;
the latter lets us see her passionate nature in a
couple of scenes in which she dances. And young
Hill is splendidly unfussy and direct as Buddy.

Not every aspect of Belfast works; Buddy's
crush, for instance, doesn't build up much
audience investment, and his siblings barely
register. But the movie sneaks up on you
emotionally. By the end I was in tears, very
honestly won.

Also, any movie with a soundtrack made up of
one Van Morrison tune after another is sure to be
worth seeing, if only for that.

Belfast is rated PG-13 and plays at Arizona Mills,
Chandler Fashion 20, Tempe Marketplace and
other multiplexes Valleywide.

Zener

From Page 25

Corona easily defeated No. 13,
Rincon/University, in the first round of the state
championships on Nov. 4 at home in three sets,
25-6, 25-10 and 25-12. Junior outside hitter,
Kierstyn Barton, had a breakout game against the

Rangers with 12 kills and seven service aces. Senior

Sydney Meyer was next with six kills and three
blocks.

Middle blocker Ella Lomigora also had six kills
to go along with her six service aces and three
blocks.

Next, in the quarterfinals, scheduled for Nov. 9,
Corona defeated No. 12 Desert Vista, 25-23. 25-13.
23-26. 25-8, on the Aztec’s home court. Barton
continued to have the hot arm slamming down 20
kills in four sets or an average of five kills a set.

On Now. 11, Corona played the No. 1 seed
Sandra Day O’Connor in a semi-final matchup at
the higher seed.

The Aztecs started strong winning the first set,
26-24, and the second set 25-20 before the Eagles
fought back with a 28-26 win in the third set. The
Eagles used the shift I n the momentum to get a
25-13 win in the fourth set and a 15-11 fifth set to
win the match 3-2 and get the opportunity to play
in the finals.

If you enjoy receiving Wrangler News and appreciate our 30-year commitment to
neighborhood news, we hope you’ll mention us to your favorite provider of quality
products & services. Their advertising dollars help us continue to bring you the news,
photos and feature stories about the people and places you know.

BIFRl uatity T Not Just a Word. Its Everything We Dol
r r. ¥y \ »
GEGOVIPANYANIG

-

Custom Remodeling & Repair

Remodeling?

Licensed ® Residential License Let’S I‘e|00k at
Bonded ¢ ROC #171687 .
Insured o e = 1 #h CBmmEr;iza“lsl.gig:nse you r insurance.

WHOLE HOUSE REMODELS )
Kitchens e Bathrooms © Bedrooms e Offices e Patios ® Garages BBB
Room Additions  Counters & Cabinetry e Tiles & Carpet L

Over 25 Years

Experience 480'200'9037 '}{AN«!".’:L

John C. Erickson, Owner -2 = el AI.{‘ZON‘A

Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road

If you've done any home

renovations, it’s time to

Tempe, AZ 85284 .
review your coverage and

Bus: 480-775-7788
mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com
Hablamos Espafiol

make sure you've got the
protection you need.
LET'S TALK TODAY.

A‘CE 135 st 1 we

Hardware 480.839.2623

Yeti Coolers, Duracell Auto Keys & Fobs, Traeger & Weber Grills,
Scott’s Lawn Products & Craftsman Tools, Window & Door Screen
Repair, Glass Cutting, Window Repair, Lock Re-keying,

Paint Color Matching, Propane Exchange,

Auto Chip Key Cutting & MORE!

o StateFarm’

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL
1708139 State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

[Elz==E =]
L]

Your Health is our |:

#1 Priority! -

Robust COVID protocols e Medical grade HEPA filters e All staff have received COVID vaccines

STATE-OF-THE-ART:

CosMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY DIGITAL X-RAYS

(75% LESS RADIATION THAN TRADITIONAL X-RAYS)

INTRAORAL CAMERAS
(ALLOWS YOU TO SEE WHAT WE SEE)

INVISALIGN PREFERRED PROVIDERS
LAser AND IMPLANT DENTISTRY

WATCH NETFLIX OR LISTEN TO PANDORA WHILE YOUR WORK IS PERFORMED

TEMPE SMILE DESIGN

Dr. Roxane Huber & Dr. Stacy Tracy

1712 E. GUADALUPE RD., Suite 109
TEMPE, AR1IZONA 85283

480.829.8200

/ www.TempeSmileDesign.com

$500 OFF $50 OFF FUTURE SERVICE

with purchase of new patient exam, necessary x-rays and cleaning

OR

INVISALIGN

Offers are not combinable. Must present ad to receive discount.




PAGE 28 -

NOV. 20 - DEC. 3, 2021

Neighborhood Services by Neighborhood People You Know
SEAY i 4

Complete Lawn Service
& Weed Control

Starting @ $60/Month!

 One Month Free Service

* Licensed, Bonded Insured
for your protection.

>

IDSCAPE WANTENANCE U Call or Text for a Free Quote

Kjelandscape.com ® ROC#281191
480-586-8445

Paint, Drywall &
Wall Covering

Commercial & Residential

%

' Whether it's your

. |home or your office,
‘ you name it,
we’'ll paint it.

.

)

180-326-0851

Licensed & Bonded * ROC#240852

Unlimited Tree Trimming
& Yard Cleanup

WE DO COMPLETE

Tree Trimming,
Yard Cleanup,

Weeding, Pruning,

Desert Landscaping,

Removal & Hauling of Anything.
Reasonable Reliable & Prompt

Saia Pulotu

CUSTOM SEATCOVERS

PROTECT YOUR SEATS FROM
KIDS, PETS AND SPILLS!
FREE INSTALLATION +some exceprions

* EASY DEPLOYMENT
* WINDSHIELD MOUNTED

615 W Knox Rd. Tempe (480)967-1675
DASHDESIGNS.COM

Your Honey-Do
HANDYMAN

GENERAL REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE
ELECTRICAL

HOME ENTERTAINMENT HOOKUPS
FAN INSTALLATIONS
PLUMBING
CARPENTRY

RON MINER )<
480-233-1834 U

This S£ace is

AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165
Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

Call 480.966.0837

o e
f
~ POOLS “Z

We help with all of your pool needs

Service Repairs Restoration

(480) 840-4625

VIP-Pools.com

This Sﬁace is

AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165
6 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

Call 480.966.0837

480-201-8966

Interior « Exterior Painting

Drywall repair with texture matching,
custom faux finishes and cabinets

small jobs also welcome

26 years experience in the Valley

480-814-1588

Lic. # ROC 069679

www.wshomemaintenance.com

Landscaping

Tree Trimming

Tree Removal

Reseeding

Brush Removal

Irrigation, Clean Ups
Pavers, Weeding, Garden Design
/ Stump Grinding\

8 ) A

ARIZONA 0ASIS

Pool Service & Repair
Weekly Service. Equipment Repair/
Replacement GREEN Pool Clean-Ups

for a free water quality assessment
10% off all drains
No worries

Just jump in!

480-694-1158

This space is
AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165
Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

Call 480.966.0837

Garage Door

« Broken Springs Replaced

+ Prompt Professional Service

+ Repair & Installation

+Bonded and Insured BBB

T
480-251-8610

not a licensed contractor

Red Rock

Cabinet Company
e Kitchen e Bathroom
e QOffice ® Laundry
FREE CABINET DESIGN
Redrockcabinets.com
Visit our showroom @
5865 W. Ray Road, St. 2
Chandler - 85226

602.825.2580

5%

TRIPLE G
CONTRACTING
Your Contractor for Life
JROC# 322729 | Licensed & Bonded}
Concrete Laminate Flooring
Tile Electrical
Roofing Garage Floor Epoxy
Inside/Outside Paint Block
Pavers

480-787-8455

gflores@triplegcontractingaz.com

HANDYMAN

Semi-Retired
General Contractor
Need small jobs done
around the house?

Call John
480-772-7649 cell

Not a licensed contractor

REMODEL CONTRACTOR

Do it right the first time,
hire a quality, licensed contractor with
30 years experience.
Tempe Specialist

FREE ESTIMATES
R. Child Custom Carpentry

480.215.3373

nchiId(;ustumcarpentl'y@cnx.net

INFINITY REMODEL

Full Remodels
Kitchen / Bath
Flooring

Licensed, Bonded
and Insured
finity Prop L

Painting
HVAC
Electrical / Plumbing

480-999-1385

www.InfinityRemodel.com

REME

Blasting

We clean pool tile, fountains and
water features by removing calcium
and other build-ups, restoring
surfaces to like-new condition!

Call 480-233-6561

Contactless quoting and cleaning
www.exirememediablast.com

This space is
AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165
Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

Call 480.966.0837

ROOFING

Maintenance starting
at $250. Free Estimates
on Re-roofs.
480-446-7663
Spencer 4 Hire Roofing

Lic #244850

This Sﬁace is

AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165
6 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

Call 480.966.0837

JAK.
CONSTRUCTION INC.

SPECIALIZING IN

SEAMLESS

RAIN GUTTERS

ALUM. SIDING - WINDOWS
TRIM « AZ ROOMS

480-820-8711

Licensed - Bonded - Insured - ROC112275

ELLIOT KYRENE STORAGE

Rent affordable, secure,
climate controlled storage! All units on
ground level and individually alarmed,
with on-site manager.

480.418.6946

elliotkyrenestorage.com

Announcements appearing in our
Neighborhood Services section are placed by
local business owners who want to be a reliable
go-to source that you can trust now and in the
future. Ads in this section appear in 6
consecutive issues at a cost of $150, plus tax,
which includes an accompanying classified ad
at no additional charge. Call 480-966-0837 for
information. Note that ads appearing on this page expire with
the date shown on your invoice. Please call 10 days in advance to

ensure no lapse in your ad's appearance.
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foster parents receive significant support, too. With an
average burnout time of 2 1/2 years, therapeutic foster
parents need to know that “we’ve got their backs,” he
said.

HSC is careful about matching and placing
traumatized children with the best-suited home, first
taking stock of a potential family’s biological children,
their schedules, even their pets.

“We had two brothers who had been mauled by a
dog, and we couldn’t put them in a home with pets,”
Kirwan said.

“Eventually, much later, therapy dogs were brought
into the home so the children could see, ‘What does it
look like when a dog is anxious? Or when it is happy
to see you?””

Adoption

From Page 5

Giving

From Page 12

monitors the state licenses.

Janet Farmer joined HSC as a therapeutic foster
parent three years ago, and has since fostered six
children, including the three girls who currently live in
her Goodyear home. Farmer, who has two grown sons,
is a longtime preschool teacher who began doing
respite work for other HSC therapeutic foster parents.

“You can’t treat these children the same way you
treat your own kiddos,” she said. “It’s not a big deal to
change a schedule with your own, but with these kids,

into their new American home
particularly challenging,”

Khlida has learned to sew holiday
table decorations, cloth napkins,
women’s purses and, when COVID-19
hit, face masks, many of which have been
sold on its Etsy store, RefugeeMade.
LSS-SW gave her a sewing machine and

who haven’t had stability, you have to keep in mind
consistency. You can’t say, ‘You can do this today, but

not tomorrow.’”

Farmer and other therapeutic foster parents quickly
lay a solid foundation — a home environment that
meets a child’s basic survival needs of air, water, food

and sleep.

“These kids have to learn that it’s OK to get a drink
of water whenever you want to, that it’s OK to use the
bathroom in the middle of the night,” Kirwan said,
“because where they came from, it wasn’t.”

Because these children require 24/7 support and

supervision, it’s important to Kirwan that therapeutic

Most therapeutic foster parents who do adopt don’t
begin with that mindset.
“Many say, ‘Our kids are grown and we have an
extra room, and we want to make a difference,””
Kirwan said. “That’s the thing that starts the motion
toward legal guardianship or adoption.”

Farmer says she’ll always be Mom to her three girls
— and as many other children who come to her —
because the rewards far outweigh the challenges.

“Don’t be afraid, just jump in,” she said. “The kids
need you so much.”

Contact HSC at hscaz.com or 602-279-1427.

any risk.”

delivers fabric to her home, providing a
way for her to support her family.

The couple will be eligible to apply
for citizenship next year, and Khlida is
eager to begin English lessons again to
be ready for her exam.

“I love this country,” she said.

“The first thing is freedom and the
land of opportunity. Work and freedom.
Safety. You can go anywhere, anytime.
And you don’t even have to think about

Wrangler News Classifieds ¢ Place your ad at wranglernews.com/classifieds

For Sale

1983 Everett console piano, recently as-
sessed by experienced piano tuner. Sound
board in fine condition, cherry wood finish
in good condition, will need only tuning.
$1,750 0BO. Contact (602) 448-8202.
11/21

Former B&B in Mancos, CO— Historic 5
bedroom former B&B with separate 2 bed-
room carriage house on .83 acres in the
heart of beautiful Mancos, Colorado. Of-
fered at $849,000 Photos and more infor-
mation at www.mancosrealestate.com

Wanted

Great Harvest Bread Co. is looking for
customer svc and baking team members.
Pay is DOE. Call 480-777-1141 or stop in
& apply at 1730 E. Warner Rd, Tempe.

Services

ALTCS/Medicaid-AZ Long-Term Care
System — Need help to pay for Long-
Term Care? Stay in your home, have your
unlicensed family member(s) be paid by
Arizona-ALTCS to provide your needed
care! Call/Text 480-203-9592 or Visit
ALTCSecrets.com 8/21

Cabinets—We can guide you through the
new cabinet process for your kitchen, bath
or laundry room; call Jim @ 602-825-
2580; Red Rock Cabinet Co. 10/21
Carpentry — Carpentry, Concrete,
Drywall, Stucco, Roofing, Electrical,
Plumbing, Painting, Patios, Additions,
Kitchens, Bathrooms. Call Roger 480-215-
3373. rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net.
Plans if needed. Lic. Bond. Ins. 11/21
Concrete — All your concrete needs.
Quality concrete work, slabs, footings ,
pavers , re-route sprinklers, hard
landscaping. Tempe based since
1996.nice guys. tel, text 480 215 3373 e
mail rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Lic,
bonded and Ins. 11/21

Contracting — Triple G Contracting, your
contractor for life: concrete, tile, roofing,
painting inside & out, laminate flooring,
electrical, garage floor epoxy, block. 480-
787-8455 11/21

Garage Door — Garage Door Service,
Broken Springs Replaced. Prompt
professional service, Repair & Installation,
no extra charge for evenings and
weekends. Not a licensed contractor. 480-
251-8610. 11/21

Handyman — Handy Man Dan for all your
home and yard repairs, call Dan at 480-
763-8379. Carpentry, plumbing, painting,
electrical. | do it all. Specializing in the
Kyrene Corridor. Local Resident with over
20 years’ experience. Not a licensed
contractor, just a perfectionist. Free
Estimates. 9/21

Handyman — Honey-Do Handyman -
General Repair and Maintenance.
Electrical, home entertainment hookups,
plumbing, install ceiling fans, fixtures,
phone jacks and most repair jobs. Clean,
neat and dependable. 25 years’
experience. Not a licensed contractor -
Make your list and call Ron 480-233-1834

or 480-736-1599. 10/21

House Cleaning — PERSONAL TOUCH
CLEANING - Serving the Valley for Over 25
Years. Affordable Service with Quality and
Reliability. All Supplies Furnished.
Excellent references. 480-838-4066 or
602-481-7000 1/22

House Cleaning — JENNIFER’S HOUSE
CLEANING — Not enough time in a day??
We provide quality professional cleaning!
Super dependable. Weekly, Bi-weekly,
Monthly. Call for a free phone quote. Ref-
erences avail. 20 years’ experience
Bonded — AG0601, insured-46871. It's a
CLEAR choice!!! CALL 480-833-1027.
8/21

Pain Management Massage — | special-
ize in deep tissue, myotherapy and trigger
point massage. Issues | work on are, sci-
atica, carpel tunnel, TMJ, frozen shoulder,
whip lash, plantar fasciatic and more.

Rose Courtney, LMT 480 440 3737
Painting — Arizona Residential Painting
— kitchen cabinets, vanities, doors, small
murals and more; interiors only; no

spraying azrespainting.com 480-945-
4617 10/21

Painting — Village Painting —
Interior/Exterior painting, drywall repair
with texture matching, custom faux
finishes, and cabinets. Small jobs also
welcome. (ROC#069679) CALL (480)
814-1588. 10/21

Pool Equipment repair/replacement—
Weekly Service, GREEN pool Clean-ups ,
the only company where the owner has a
degree in hydrology! Insured, Certified
Pool Operator, Arizona Qasis Pool Service
& Repair, 480-694-1158. 12/21

Remodeling — JAK Construction Inc. -
Specializing in all phases of construction.
Rain gutters, Downspouts, Aluminum and
Vinyl siding, AZ rooms, replacement
windows & doors, overhang trims/eaves.
We love small jobs! Call (480) 820-8711.
Licensed, bonded and insured. ROC
#112275. 8/21
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TUHSD process for getting rid of school resource officers
not just unfortunate, it is dangerous to our children

Op Ed by Dick Foreman, Sandy Lowe, Robin Arredondo-Savage, Mary Lou Taylor & Zita Johnson

¢ have, among all of us, more than a
\. k / century of school-board service in
Tempe/Ahwatukee Foothills/Chandler/

Guadalupe and Phoenix. We know our community.
We know that our community has many differing
viewpoints. And, most importantly, we know that
we must always keep our ears, minds and hearts
open to one another.

Our diversity as a community is what makes us
what we are. We love and support our Tempe
Union family of schools and we rise now to defend
them. On behalf of our students, staff and parents,
we ask that all of you reading this join in our call,
too.

The Tempe Union Governing Board has taken a
sudden, unprecedented and ill-advised narrow vote
to disband all school resource officers.

These are the highly trained individuals who are
NOT police, per se, but are active school
community players who are fully invested in their
love of students, highly capable of dealing with not
just safety or threats, but health and emotional
issues, as well.

These are not just officers sitting in a patrol car
in the parking lot and glaring at kids. For goodness
sake, these men and women are integral partners in
the school culture of safety, equity and respect.

The resolution adopted by a narrow 3-2 margin
says that it seeks to address “equitable discipline
practices.”

Actually, it does nothing of the sort. SROs do
not set policy, advance arbitrary disciplinary
measures, nor counter the directives of the school
Governing Board. They follow them.

Their service being questioned now is unworthy
and forces a negative debate of anecdotal trashing.
But the board majority says that they wish to

“build positive community relationships, ensure a
safe learning environment for students and staff,
and address students’ and staff social and emotional
needs.”

However, as a Governing Board, one might wish
to acknowledge that if you have the slightest
interest in supporting staff, you actually need to

listen to them, too. More than 90 percent of
Tempe Union staff support the SRO program
according to a recent survey, including every single

school principal. So much for the “emotional
needs” of staff.

As for building “positive community
relationships,” one might start by not ignoring your
community voices.

That means, as difficult as it is, listening to every
perspective, being deliberate, taking the time to
hear from the diverse and wonderful community of
voices that we are. This resolution completely
muzzles parent and community leaders, who are
now joining us in the ranks of the alarmed, since
we are all simply being told that SROs will go away.

We believe and many others believe that this
perspective, in all actuality, recklessly ignores
student equity, health and safety in favor of political
pandering.

Make no mistake, police reform and
long-overdue student-equity issues must be
discussed as we continue to grow as a community
and learn how to better interact with one another
on behalf of our most precious resource, our
children. As difficult as this process can be for
many, we know that this is exactly what must be
done as past Governing Board members.

But the action you have taken is not that. Your
action is pure politics and anecdotal hysteria run
amok.

How else can we view a Governing Board
resolution that states the solution is to eliminate
SROs before the study demanded of the
superintendent is actually made? In other words,
study this and come to a pre-ordained
recommendation and conclusion because it has
already been decided. No need to further discuss,
listen or understand.

Trust us, you do not have it figured out. We do
not state this out of hubris. We say this out of the
learning experiences we have all had as Governing
Board members and that we now hope you will
engage with us as partners by not just ruling over
us.

We join you in this admission, that sometimes
we just don’t get it right. We know that this is not
because any of us are bad people or that we have
bad intentions. It is because we are human.
Sometimes our filters get clogged.

Maybe “Covid Crazy” takes over. Sometimes, we

just have a bad day. We temporarily think that the
voices we listen to are the only voices that matter.
We all do it. We’ve all done it. It is always wrong.

We have heard from many, many folks in the last
few weeks. They represent every nook, corner and
cranny of our community. And we also have
anecdotal evidence regarding the positive impact
SROs have on our students and staff. One Tempe
Union student, for example, responded this way to
the question:

“What do you think of the Governing Board
voting to remove SROs from your campus?” The
answer: “I don’t think that’s a good idea. We have
like 3,000 kids on campus and not one trained
security person?

We really like our SRO. He goes into the
Academic Lab and teaches us about crime, laws and
forensic evidence. He’s really cool.”

Students see the SROs as another support
person they can trust and turn to when they need
help. And yes, ALL students should feel this way
based on trust and personal safety! They won’t get
that by our Governing Board playing politics with
the SROs. And they never will if this resolution is
fully enacted.

Please take the time now to actually listen to
your SROs and stop labeling them as part of the
problem when actually their role is to support the
school culture of safety, security and student equity
as their highest priority.

It begins with intense additional training on top
of their public-safety service that demands they be
willing to put their lives on the line for us every day
they are on the job.

We respectfully wish to join you, Tempe Union
Governing Board members, not fight with you.
Please reconsider this resolution at your next
meeting, set it aside, and offer a long-term,
thoughtful dialogue with all of us.

Let us help you deal with student equity. Let us
help you ensure students, faculty and staff really are
safe and secure on Tempe Union’s campuses. We
are committed to it.

The writers are former Tempe Union High
School District Governing Board members.
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New advances, approaches keep Tempe Police services top notch

y fellow south Tempe residents and I value
Mour local police officers. They provide a

warm and comforting presence in our
neighborhoods and parks, and I know that we are
grateful for all they do. And, under the leadership
of Police Chief Jeff Glover, the Tempe Police
Department is doing some amazing new things — 1
want to share a couple with you this month.

Did you know that there is a new public safety
technology out there that looks and acts like a
modern-day lasso? It is true and the Tempe Police
Department has been successful trying it out for a
few months now, as a non-lethal means of
connecting with people who may be in crisis or
resistant to directions from officers.

Lt. Rashidi Johnson, who supervises the
department’s training and hiring unit, recently
provided a glimpse at what is known as the
BolaWrap. Tempe has 14 of these devices so far,
which look like Tasers on the outside, but they do
not have any electric charge. Instead, they deploy
an 8-foot Kevlar cord that quickly wraps around an
individual who is standing or walking; it is able to

Commentary by Jennifer Adams

cling to clothing at the legs, waist or chest levels.

The whole objective, Lt. Johnson says, is to
distract the person and allow the officers to
approach and detain with greater safety for both
the officers and the individual.
The tool has been used on two
occasions so far, including with
an individual who was walking
on Mill Avenue and brandishing
a stun gun.

As a resident and a City
Councilmember, I am glad to
know that the Tempe Police
Department is always looking
for and open to using newer

technologies and approaches

to make policing even better

and safer for all. What is also
great is that the BolaWrap company is based in
Tempe!

Chief Glover also is reintroducing the concept of
community policing in a great new way. Starting

Jennifer Adams

this month through mid-April 2022, the department

will have a new Police Chief’s Office of Community
Policing. Its aim is to increase responsiveness to
quality of life issues in neighborhoods and around
businesses. The new unit is a pilot project to bring
together existing staff assigned to parks and to
crime prevention, improving efficiency and
effectiveness in addressing chronic issues in
neighborhoods and parks.

Partnering with the city’s Human Services and
Municipal Utilities departments, as well as Tempe
Community Action Agency and ASU, the unit will
start by identifying concerns through a series of
community meetings. The success of the pilot
project will be evaluated next year. Look for these
meetings and watch for the efforts of the Office of
Community Policing and let us know what you
think in the coming months.

Your ideas and feedback are always welcome. 1
can be reached at or 480-350-8835. You can also
find me on Facebook at JenniferAdamsTempe.

Jennifer Adams is a member of the Tempe City
Council.

LA CASA DE JUANA

_a”
1805 E Elliot Road, Tempe ° Pollack Cinemas Center * 480-820-0837

DELIVERS A KNOCKOUT WITH
ITS FRESH AUTHENTIC AND
MOUTHWATERING FOOD

If you think you have been to a Mexican

restaurant lately you probably need to
reconsider and visit La Casa de Juana.

The fare is authentic Mexican, and
when we say authentic, we mean it!

Upon entering, you'll be dazzled by the

colorful décor, beautiful tables and
chairs, Mexican painted murals,
colorful banners hanging from the
ceiling and beautiful art.

Warm orange and yellow tones echoing
throughout the eatery will make this
your favorite Mexican restaurant. Give
La Casa De Juana a try and enjoy great
food, awesome salsa, great service and
amazing ambience. Don’t forget happy
hour from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. every day
with $2 beer (domestic and imports)
and $3 margaritas.

This place is a must. The flavorful salsa,
the delicious margaritas, the
extraordinary and well-priced food will
definitely keep you coming back.

Check out our menu or order online at
juanashouse.com
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AGNEW

KELLERWILLIAMS. REALTY
EAST VALLEY

REAL ESTATE
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Scott and Patti Agnew

You win
when banks
competel!

NMLS #938581

Sell Your Home
for a Record
Price in 2021!

“The Agnew Team is amazing
to work with! Professional
and knowledgeable. Great
communication and always
available. They made the
entire process effortless for
me. Coordinated photos, listing
and showings quickly and at
my convenience. I loved the
enthusiasm and energy Patti
and Scotty brought to the sale.
They both are well connected
in the area and brought many
potential buyers to see my
property immediately in under
48 hours!

--Sam C.

“Scotty is very kind and caring
person and his service was

exactly who he is. He always
communicated and responded right
away. I felt like he was

treating us as one of his family mem-
bers. Thank you, Scotty, for selling
our home successfully!”

--Tomomi T.

www.theagnewteam.com
Get your free quote!




