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Evergreen Valley
College Sports complex
grand opening event
well attended  
SEE PAGE 4

East San Jose 
community farm 
receives 25-year 
extension
SEE PAGE 14

Keep conserving
Santa Clara County remains in a
drought emergency despite recent

rains – SEE PAGE 4

By William Bellou
Publisher

S
eventh grader Jaisen Shah re‐
cently participated in a gymnas‐
tics competition, Future Stars for

elite gymnasts, Region 1 (Arizona,
Hawaii, California, and Nevada). 

Jaisen was one of five
boys in the 12 year old
age group who qualified
(based on all‐around
score from 9 events) to
go to the Future Stars
National Championships
which will be held Nov.
19, 2021 in Colorado.  In
previous years, this event
was held at the US Oly‐
mpic Training Center. 

He is on the Junior
Olympic Boys Team at
Cal Sports Center Great
Oaks. The meet and Na‐
tionals are sanctioned by the USA
Gymnastics organization. 

Jaisen qualified and went to Nation‐
als two years ago when he was 10 (the
first year he was old enough to go). He
got to train and compete at the US

Olympic Training Center. Last year
obviously this event was canceled and
this year due to Covid, the Champi‐
onship is at a different location. 

"I love gymnastics because I have so
much fun flipping and twisting and
learning new skills. I am so excited

that I made it to Nation‐
als. I am so happy that I
finally get to go again
after missing last year
because of Covid."

“Jaisen was a dare
devil at home, park, just
everywhere we were,
he had no fear,” said
Neha Shah, Jaisen’s
mom. “I realized that he
needed a safe place to
jump and get his energy
out so I started him in
gymnastics at age three.
He was invited to join

the team at five years old and this has
been his passion ever since. We owe a
great gratitude to Jaisen’s coach, Tyler
Evans, for his time and dedication to
the Junior Olympic Boys   Gymnastic
team.”

Gymnast Jaisen Shah qualifies for
Future Stars National Championship

FLYING
HIGH

The Untapped Potential of Young Voters 
Online presentation to feature 
research project by Evergreen Valley
High School senior Claire Zhu

By William Bellou
Publisher

T
he League of Women Voters, Fremont, Newark, and Union
City is sponsoring an online presentation featuring a fas‐
cinating research project by Claire Zhu, a senior at Ever‐

green Valley High School, on Monday, Nov. 22 from 7:00 p.m. ‐
8:30 p.m. 

Zhu became enthralled with the idea of what would happen if
more young people voted. With her will be Julie Dunkle, league
member, who will discuss her groundbreaking work in stu‐
dent‐led voter registration drives.

The 2020 Presidential
election demonstrated
that youth voters are be‐
ginning to emerge as a
powerful force in Ameri‐
can politics. Historically
young voters have partic‐
ipated significantly less
than other age groups in
US elections. However,
according to the highly
respected and non‐parti‐
san group, the Center for
Information and Re‐
search on Civic Learning and Engagement (CIRCLE) at Tufts
University, 50% of Americans between the ages 18‐29 voted in
the 2020 election.

This is one of the highest rates of the young voting since vot‐
ing rights were extended to 18 year olds in 1972.

A few years ago when Claire Zhu’s older sister became eligi‐
ble to vote she talked a lot about social and political issues, in‐
cluding the importance of voting.

Likewise Zhu tried to talk with her friends about these issues;
See YOUNG VOTERS, page 9

Veterans Day 
celebration 
presented by 
Veterans Club at
the Villages Golf
and Country Club
All military veterans 
and patriots gallantly 
honored with pride

T
he Villages Golf and Country
Club Veterans Club spon‐
sored a Veterans Day cele‐

bration at the Villages Cribari Au‐
ditorium which was well attend‐
ed on Nov. 11.

Captain Robert Semple, U.S.
See VETERANS DAY, page 11

While conducting her research, Claire Zhu also volunteered with the
League of Women Voters Fremont Newark Union City (LWVFNUC) Youth
Voter Movement.

50 percent of Americans
between the ages 
18‑29 voted in the 
2020 election. This is
one of the highest 
rates of the young 
voting since voting
rights were extended to
18 year olds in 1972.

WWII Marine Corps Veteran Stan Bellou,97,
was introduced to the Veterans Day audience
by Colonel Christopher C. Starling (pictured
left). Bellou served in the Fifth Division, Sec-
ond Combat MP’s and he lives in Evergreen at
the Villages Golf and Country Club.
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Santa Clara 
County remains 
in a drought 
emergency de‑
spite recent rains
More water conservation 
is needed to protect 
water supplies

S
anta Clara County remains in
an extreme and exceptional
drought. 

Valley Water reservoirs are at his‐
toric lows with total capacity at
11%. State reservoirs are also at
historic lows, putting delivery of im‐
ported water at risk.

Santa Clara County Valley Water
is working to increase our supply of
recycled and purified water, giving
us a local supply of drought resilient
water.

Despite recent rains, a drought
emergency remains in Santa Clara
County. In June 2021, Valley Water's
Board of Directors declared a water
shortage emergency and called on all
residents, businesses and farms to
reduce water use by 15%.

Valley Water is here to aid in wa‐
ter conservation efforts by offering
rebates and devices that help
homes, yards, and businesses be‐
come drought resilient.

Half of the water used in the typi‐
cal Santa Clara County home is used
outdoors. Valley Water's Landscape
Rebate Program is designed for resi‐
dents and businesses to convert
high‐water use landscape, such as
lawns and pools, to low‐water‐use
landscape and retrofit existing irri‐
gation equipment with high‐efficien‐
cy irrigation equipment. More than
two‐thirds of participants noticed a
decrease in their water bills after
transforming their yards. Valley Wa‐
ter's Landscape Rebate Program of‐
fers up to $3,000 in assistance for
residential sites and $50,000 for
commercial and institutional sites.

For more info on Valley Water's
conservation rebates, programs and
tools, visit watersavings.org. 

By Sean Eastwood
Times staff writer

E
vergreen Valley College opened its new
sports complex complete with futsal,
pickleball, basketball, and tennis courts,

viewing patios for EVC students and the sur‐
rounding San Jose community on Tuesday,
Nov. 2 

A community and campus asset, the newly
opened EVC Sports Complex is intended for
use by students and the surrounding San Jose
community. 

The event included viewing patios and im‐
proved ADA access. EVC logos appear on
fields and throughout the modernized land‐
scape of paved walkways, bioretention
shrubs, and trees.

The grand opening was well attended with
EVC students, staff and the general public en‐
joying the celebratory gathering.  Guests re‐
ceived welcome swag bags and refreshments. 

Invited speakers included Tammeil Gilker‐
son, EVC President; Maria Fuentes, SJECCD
Board President; and EVC representatives
who shared their remarks and cut the grand
opening ribbon. Guided tours of the complex
were also provided. 

“Our new EVC Sports Complex a communi‐
ty‐wide asset, is open for use by students and
the surrounding EVC community,” said An‐
drea Alexander, Vice President, Administra‐
tive Services. “We completed this project with
the intention that everyone feels welcome to
enjoy athletic activities in this beautiful new
state‐of‐the‐art complex.”  

Evergreen Valley College is putting voter‐
supported bond dollars to use by executing
projects that are transforming the entire cam‐
pus and enhancing the overall college experi‐
ence for its students. The Sports Complex is
just one of several new buildings on the list;
smaller capital and infrastructure projects are
in progress and others have recently been
completed.

EVC also announced the opening of its new
Student Services Complex, Language Arts
Building, General Education Building, and Se‐
quoia Nursing Building. Completed projects
include the Gullo II multipurpose room, West
ADA, North Fire Lane, Student Activities Cen‐
ter, and Cedro Classroom.

Op-ed 

Thanksgiving: 
Have an attitude 
of gratitude
By Bryan Golden

T
hanksgiving is much more than a big meal
with family and friends.  It's a time to re‐
flect on, and be thankful for, all of the good

things you have.  It's important to be grateful, not
just on Thanksgiving, but each and every day.
Rather than lamenting what you feel is lacking in
your life, begin each new day by developing an
attitude of gratitude. Take inventory of your
blessings and you will be surprised at just how

much you have to be thankful for.
If you have enough to eat, a place to live, a way

to get around, people who care about you, or
people you care about, then you are wealthy.  If
you lack any of these elements, you must still be
grateful for what you do have, while striving to
obtain whatever is absent.

Focus on all positive aspects of your life.  Take
nothing for granted.  Every morning, recharge
your appreciation.  Be happy for everything
there is, not upset over what you feel is missing.

Dreams of the future shouldn’t diminish ap‐
preciation for the present.  If all you do is con‐
centrate on what you want, you won't enjoy to‐
day.  Don't be jealous of others; what they do or
have has no bearing on you.

You can feel bitter or resentful for a variety of
reasons.  Perhaps you feel something is missing
from your life, things aren't going your way, or
you have been treated unfairly.  You may won‐
der, "why do these things always happen to me?"

Life's problems tend to dominate your
thoughts, turning your focus to what you feel is
wrong.  You may start to resent those who ap‐
pear to be better off.  You’re apt to dwell on
things you think would make your life better if
you had them.  If only you had more money,
more time, a bigger house, a different car, a dif‐
ferent job, a different boss, had picked a different
career, etc.

Once your attitude becomes one of deficiency
instead of abundance and appreciation, you can
become overwhelmed by feelings of frustration
and feel like a victim.  As this happens, a consum‐
ing vicious cycle starts.

Being bitter or resentful blows situations out
of proportion.  People who are bitter frequently
find that their situations deteriorate and their
mental and physical health decays.

It’s difficult, if not impossible, to achieve your
goals while you are bitter or resentful. Regardless

See GRATITUDE, page 7

Evergreen Valley College Sports complex ribbon
cutting and grand opening event well attended
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A message for
Thanksgiving Day

By Otto Lee
Santa Clara County Supervisor

I
n 1789, President Wash‐
ington called for a Na‐
tional Day of Thanksgiv‐

ing, in 1863 President Lin‐
coln affirmed this tradition,
and in 1941 Thanksgiving
became an official Ameri‐
can holiday. 

Today, we continue the celebration of the
first Thanksgiving from 1621 between the
English Pilgrims settlers and the
Wampanoag Natives. Families and friends
join together every year to celebrate and
give thanks for the blessings they have re‐
ceived. 

As we come together for Thanksgiving
this year, possibly surrounded by loved
ones we haven’t seen since the start of the
pandemic, we have much to be grateful for
and to reflect on in this season of gratitude
and giving. 

We can gather with our family and loved
ones this year because our community has
taken the pandemic seriously and gotten
vaccinated. Now, as we see more of our
youngest members of the community be‐
come vaccinated against the deadly COVID‐
19 virus, we must recognize all of the work
of our healthcare professionals and essen‐
tial frontline workers who have selflessly
put themselves and their families in harm’s
way to protect us and keep us healthy. We
must also be grateful for each other. We
wore masks, sheltered in place, socially dis‐
tanced, and got vaccinated. These simple,
yet selfless actions, made it possible for
more loved ones to be gathered around the
Thanksgiving table this year.  

During this past year in my first term as a
Santa Clara County Supervisor, I am deeply
appreciative of the good work we are doing
to help our most vulnerable community
members. At the November 2nd Board of
Supervisors meeting, the Board approved
two interim supportive housing sites.
These supportive housing sites will help
house some of our unhoused families with
small children, veterans, and individuals
who lost their homes due to the COVID 19
pandemic. I extend my thanks to the Coun‐
ty, City, community‐based organizations,
and other stakeholders who made these
projects a reality so that these families can

look forward to stable and safe living envi‐
ronment to get back on their feet this holi‐
day season. 

Coming out of a global pandemic, it is
more important than ever to make sure
that all of our residents have access to qual‐
ity and affordable healthcare. I am proud to
be joining my colleague, Supervisor Joe
Simitian, local community health clinics,
and Community Health Partnership to ex‐
pand the Primary Care Access Program
(PCAP). PCAP will close gaps for our neigh‐
bors who are ineligible for financial assis‐
tance through Medi‐Cal or Covered Califor‐
nia but do not make enough money to cover
a medical bill if their elderly parent got sick
or if their child got hurt. This expansion of
PCAP will help make sure that all of our res‐
idents are able to access the medical care
that they need in order to maintain our
community’s health and wellness. 

At the October 5th meeting, my col‐
leagues unanimously approved my referral
to create a Sustainability Commission. Cli‐
mate change is an existential threat to all
our livelihoods and futures. That is why it is
critical that we start finding solutions to cli‐
mate change now. I am very proud that our
Sustainability Commission designates at
least two seats for young people. The
younger generations are going to directly
be affected by the effects of climate change,
so it is vital that we ensure that their voices
are at the table. 

These are just a few of the many impor‐
tant issues that my colleagues and I on the
Board of Supervisors have accomplished in
the most recent weeks. Please remember to
wear a mask, socially distance when out in
public and get your booster shot when eligi‐
ble so that we can keep all of our family
members and loved ones healthy this
Thanksgiving. 

In closing, I would personally like to wish
all of you and your families a happy and
restful Thanksgiving from me and my wife,
Sally, and our three daughters, Aubrianna,
Hillary, and Stella. 

Gratitude
Continued from page 4
of what challenges might befall you, bitterness
makes finding solutions much more elusive.

There is no point to feeling bitter since it ac‐
complishes nothing, harms you and makes
things worse.  Filling yourself with gratitude
on a daily basis makes you feel good, while
driving out negative feelings.

Begin your practice of gratitude each
morning as soon as you wake.  Every day is a
great day.  If you have any doubts, try missing
one.  Take inventory of everything, no matter
how small or seemingly insignificant, that is
good in your life.

If it helps, make a written list of all things

you are grateful for.  Read your list every day.
As you do this, you will build and reinforce
your attitude of gratitude.  Don't waste any
time with what you feel you don't have.  

Keep things in perspective.  Consider all the
people who have overcome difficulties far
worse than yours.  Don't be consumed by your
problems, there is always a solution.  Maintain‐
ing an attitude of gratitude allows your mind to
devise a resolution for your circumstances.

Make everyday a day of Thanksgiving and
you will be amazed how much better your life
will become.

Bryan is the author of "Dare to Live Without
Limits." Contact Bryan at Bryan@columnist.
com or visit www.DareToLiveWithoutLimits.
com Copyright 2021 Bryan Golden
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T
he San Jose Youth Symphony’s Phil‐
harmonic Orchestra, under the artis‐
tic leadership of Music Director and

Conductor Yair Samet, presents its 2021
Season Opener Concert to be held on Satur‐
day, December 4, 4 p.m., at the California
Theatre, 345 S. 1st Street, San Jose.

The orchestra will open with Sibelius’s
stirring Karelia Overture, followed by the
work of Estonian composer, Johannes Hiob
— Symphonic Fantasy — Fathers’ Land,
and conclude with Tchaikovsky’s spirited
Capriccio Italien. 

The Dec. 4 concert will also feature two
winners from the 2021 Young Artists’ Com‐
petition, sponsored by the San Jose Sym‐
phony Foundation. 

Outstanding young soloists, Cindy Chen,
flutist, will perform Griffes’ Poem for Flute
and Orchestra; and Siddharth Navale, vio‐
linist, will perform Wieniawski’s Polonaise
Brillante No. 2.

Cindy Chen
Cindy Chen is a

senior at Basis In‐
dependent Silicon
Valley. She has
been playing the
flute since 5th
grade. This will be
her fourth season

with the San Jose Youth Symphony.
Siddharth Navale
Siddharth Navale is a junior at Cupertino

High School. He
first joined the San
Jose Youth Sym‐
phony in 4th grade
and is currently in
his fourth season
with the Philhar‐
monic Orchestra.

The San Jose
Youth Symphony
(SJYS) is one of the oldest and finest youth
orchestras on the West Coast of the U.S.
Founded over six decades ago as part of the
former San Jose Symphony, SJYS has a rich
tradition of musical performance and edu‐
cation.

The musicians of SJYS, all school‐age
youth, are chosen from more than 650 ap‐
plicants through our annual auditions. The
SJYS comprises 12 distinct performing en‐
sembles: two full orchestras, a Chamber or‐
chestra, two flute choirs, two string ensem‐
bles, as well as wind, harp, saxophone, per‐
cussion and jazz ensembles.

Tickets are available online: www.sjys.
org/product‐category/tickets and will also
be available at the door, one hour before
the performance. 

Times News

2021 SJYS SEASON OPENER CONCERT
The SJYS Philharmonic Orchestra performs Sibelius,
Griffes, Hiob, Wieniawski and Tchaikovsky Dec. 4



Young voters
Continued from page 1
however no one shared her inter‐
est in the topic. She then began
looking at the consistently low
youth turnout in presidential elec‐
tions and to wonder how the polit‐
ical landscape of our country
would be different if more young
people voted. So she decided to in‐
dependently design and imple‐
ment a research project to answer
the question, "How does Youth
Turnout impact Presidential Elec‐
tions?"

Her findings show, indeed, youth
turnout can significantly impact
Presidential Elections, especially in
battleground states. Her research
is quite impressive, detailing the
factors that influence youth voting
behavior, and then goes on to offer
five concrete actions to improve
youth turnout.

While conducting her research
she also volunteered with the
League of Women Voters Fremont
Newark Union City (LWVFNUC)
Youth Voter Movement.

This program, developed and co‐
ordinated by league member, Julie
Dunkle has been highly successful
in registering over 7000 high
school students to vote. Ms. Dunkle
fosters youth leadership in estab‐
lishing voter registration events
and it serves as a model for com‐
munities far and wide. Dunkle
states, “Working with youth to reg‐
ister the next generation of voters
gives me great hope in the preser‐
vation of our democracy”.

When asked what was the most
important lesson learned from her
research project Zhu replied, “I
learned how crucial it is for youth
to be active and connected, espe‐
cially in matters where they can
make a big difference. By proac‐
tively reaching out to experts and
civic groups, I not only became
more knowledgeable about youth
voting but also the importance of
taking action and advocating for
something you value.” Zhu is now
applying to colleges for next year
with the intent of studying political
science with an emphasis on data
analysis.

Some believe strongly that after
the 2020 Presidential Election,
with an attempt to overturn elec‐
tion results, there is a belief in the
importance of maximizing voter
turnout.  Some believe, improving
youth voter registration and voting
is an important mechanism for as‐
suring a strong democracy. 

To join the presentation, visit the
website: www.youthvotermov‐
ment.org. Time will be allowed for
questions and discussion.

Online registration can be made
at the League of Women Voters
Fremont, Newark, Union City web‐
site:
www.my.lwv.org/california/fre‐

mont‐newark‐union‐city
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OPERA SAN JOSÉ PRODUCTIONS
Left: The Sorcerer’s Elf, disguised as Mercury (center) per‐

forms for Aeneas (baritone Efrain Solis – second from right) and
Dido (mezzo‐soprano Nikola Printz – far right) in Opera San
José’s production of Purcell’s “Dido and Aeneas,” presented at the
California Theatre in downtown San Jose from November 13‐28.
Photo Credit: David Allen

Right: Aeneas (baritone Efraín Solís) and Dido (mezzo‐sopra‐
no Nikola Printz) are doomed lovers in Purcell’s “Dido and Ae‐
neas,” presented at the California Theatre in downtown San Jose
from November 13‐28.  Photo Credit: David Allen
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Whether it’s with a phone call, planning for
the future or by placing an order, please
support our advertisers! They make the

Evergreen Times possible!

Aborn Pet Clinic
ADT

Allergy and Asthma Associates
Almaden Law

Church on the Rock
Compass Real Estate - Shawn Ansari

Evergreen School District
Evergreen Valley College

Grace Church
Jackie Jones - Coldwell Banker

Kindercare
Mexico Lindo
Mr. Peabody’s

N. Jeanette Campa - Jabez Realty
Nothing Bundt Cakes

Opera San Jose
Ramirez Realty Team

Santa Clara County Public Health
San Jose Chamber Music Society

San Jose Youth Symphony
Silver Creek Academy

SOS Auto Repair
Valley Transportation Agency

Valley Water
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Veterans Day
Continued from page 1
Army Veteran and president of The Vil‐
lages Veterans Club, invited all veterans
and residents of The Villages to join in the
celebration and recognition of all military
veterans and patriots to the one hour cele‐
bration which began at 2 p.m. and included
free refreshments. 

The program included keynote speaker
Colonel Christopher C. Starling, a 26‐year
veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps with a dis‐
tinguished service record. 

The event was emceed by former U.S. Air
Force Technical Sergeant and soloist for
the USAF Band and “Singing Sergeants”
Ken Carter. 

Starling introduced 97‐year‐old WWII
Marine Corps Veteran Stan Bellou during
the celebration. Bellou served in the Fifth
Division, Second Combat MP’s and he lives
in Evergreen at the Villages Golf and Coun‐
try Club.

COL Starling offered a Q&A period for
those having questions about his service,
which includes three combat tours, one of
which was in Afghanistan, and discussed
the Marine Corps’ role in today’s world.

The Village Voices and a brass ensemble
performed several patriotic songs and
everyone in attendance sang “America the
Beautiful.” The program ended with the
vocal rendition and instrumental rendi‐
tion of “God Bless  America.”  

Photos courtesy of Kay Pexton

Marine Corps Colonel Christopher C. Stalling was the keynote speaker  at the Veterans Day celebration
at the Villages Golf and Country Club.
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VACCINATION CLINIC
COVID-19 (Pfizer) 

5-11-year-old children! 

Booster Shots for adults are also available!

REGISTER NOW TO RESERVE YOUR VACCINE!
November 20 & 21, 2021

Time: Appointments start at 9 AM and go until 4 PM
LeyVa Middle School - 1865 Monrovia Dr. San Jose

• Please sign up through the link on this flyer.
• Complete and bring a printed copy of the consent form to the clinic

• Bring a copy of medical and prescription insurance information
• Wear a short-sleeve shirt to your appointment if possible 

___________________________________________________________

Clínica de Vacunación
Covid-19 (Pfizer) 

para niños de 5 a 11 años!
¡El refuerzo de la vacuna COVID-19 (Pfizer) para adultos también está

disponible!
Fecha: sábado y domingo 20 y 21 de Noviembre de 2021 

¡Regístrese ahora para reservar su vacuna!
Hora: las citas comienzan a las 9AM y van hasta las 4PM.     

Ubicación: LeyVa Middle School - 1865 Monrovia Dr., San Jose

Detalles:

Regístrese a través del enlace de este folleto.
• Complete y traiga una copia impresa del formulario 

de consentimiento a la clínica
• Traiga una copia de la información del seguro médico y de recetas.

• Complete y traiga una copia impresa del formulario 
de consentimiento a la clínica

• Use una camisa de manga corta a su cita si es posible
____________________________________________________________

a través del enlace de este folleto.
PHÒNG KHÁM TIÊM NGỪA COVID-19 (Pfizer) 

cho Trẻ em từ 5 đến 11 tuổi
Thuốc tăng cường vắc xin COVID-19 (Pfizer) cho người lớn cũng có sẵn!

Ngày: Thứ Bảy & Chủ Nhật, Ngày 20-21 tháng 11 năm 2021
Địa điểm: Phòng tập thể dục Gym tại trường LeyVa Middle School - 1865 Mon-

rovia Dr., San Jose

Đăng ký ngay để đặt trước vắc xin của bạn!
Xin đăng ký qua liên kết trong tờ rơi này.

• Điền và mang Giấy Đồng ý đến phòng khám
• Mang theo một bản sao cho thấy thông tin bảo hiểm y tế

• Mặc áo tay ngắn đến cuộc hẹn nếu có thể

Special interest
groups attempting to
divide our community  

By Johnny Khamis
Special to the Times

P
olitical special in‐
terest groups are
using the county

redistricting process to
divide our community.  

The “Yellow” Map
(Unity Map) was sub‐
mitted by South Bay La‐
bor Council and Working Partnerships
USA to benefit their political goals while
splitting up Communities of Interest in Al‐
maden Valley, Evergreen Valley, Cambrian,
Rose Garden, the Vietnamese Community
and more. 

The proposed map will diminish the al‐
ready weak voices of South County resi‐
dents by aligning rural South County with
high density neighborhoods all over San
Jose and place Almaden Valley and New Al‐
maden in the same district as Palo Alto. 

The proposed map, “Yellow Map”, vio‐
lates many state and federal redistricting
guidelines like compactness and the
preservation of cores of prior districts.
This refers to maintaining districts close to
as previously drawn, to the extent possi‐
ble.  In fact, in the proposed "Yellow" Map,
the shape of District One looks like a pitch‐
fork which does not make any sense.

Please don’t let special interest groups

silence our voices by drawing the district
to favor their candidates.  We cannot allow
them to take control of the already scarce
resources for our community to spend on
things like $76 million dollar bonuses.  

You can send a letter to all the County
Supervisors to let your voice be heard: 

District1@bos.sccgov.org. 
(District1 Mike Wasserman)
Cindy.Chavez@bos.sccgov.org. 
(District 2 Cindy Chavez)
supervisor.lee@bos.sccgov.org. 
(District 3 Otto Lee)
supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org. 
(District 4 Susan Ellenberg)
supervisor.simitian@bos.sccgov.org. 
(District 5 Joe Simitian)



Out of this world event 
By William Bellou

Publisher

A
new eBook is launched into
outer space, a first in pub‐
lishing history.

San Jose native Michael‐John
Toste sent his first new autobiog‐
raphy into space, which was
filmed on board the ISS during its
3‐million‐mile mission.

His revolutionary book, “The
Prophetic Matrix: Unlock the Se‑
cret Code to Your Destiny” fulfilled
its own destiny while traveling in
the International Space Station’s
Destiny Module.

Last month, a Russian film crew
made headlines by beating Tom
Cruise in the race to shoot the first
movie in space. Then William
Shatner of Star Trek fame recently
became a passenger on board
Blue Origin’s New Shepherd star‐
ship. Prior to that, however, in a
ground‐breaking first‐ever event,
rock star turned author Michael‐
John Toste’s “The Prophetic Ma‑
trix: Unlock The Secret Code To
Your Destiny” became the first
commercial literary work in the
history of publishing to debut in
outer space prior to its global re‐
lease on Earth.

A digital version of the book
was transmitted to the Destiny
module of NASA’s International
Space Station and filmed on a
monitor for its interplanetary vi‐
sual premiere while orbiting the
world at approximately 17,500
miles per hour. The nonfiction ti‐
tle traveled over three million
miles by the end of its tour in
space.

This historic space age release
comes amidst a modern‐day ren‐

aissance of space travel, with Elon
Musk of SpaceX, Jeff Bezos of Blue
Origin and RichardBranson of Vir‐
gin Galactic: all racing to explore
the stars. “I’m excited to become a
member of an elite group of space
pioneers in the 21st Century,”
says Toste. “This opens a broad
door of opportunities for future
publications to send their titles to
spacecraft filled with celestial
travelers touring the stars.”

After accomplishing its mission
in space, “The Prophetic Matrix”
made its terrestrial debut in an of‐
ficial global premiere event at Im‐
manuel College in Adelaide, South
Australia. From Earth to the Heav‑
ens: An Interstellar Book Release,
hosted by Immanuel College prin‐
cipal Kevin Richardson, featured
time‐stamped footage of the book
filmed and recorded in the Des‐
tiny Module that was projected on
a large screen for a group of colle‐
giate space enthusiasts. The stu‐
dents in attendance received an
honorary certificate documenting
the historic ceremony and a com‐
memorative The Prophetic Matrix:
Making Space History in 2021
medallion to mark the occasion.

“The Prophetic Matrix: Unlock
The Secret Code To Your Destiny,”
the first book of The Prophetic
Matrix trilogy, chronicles Michael‐
John Toste’s rock star life as the
lead vocalist of the concept rock
group, the All Sports Band, and
the life lessons he learned on his
tour de force odyssey exploring
the entertainment industry. It also
offers greater understanding of
how to face the challenges and cir‐
cumstances of life and discover
answers regarding how to unlock
the secret code to your destiny.
“The fact that the book made its
debut on the Destiny module of
ISS is serendipitous,” says Toste.
“In this aspect, it is fulfilling its
own destiny.”

“The Prophetic Matrix: Unlock
The Secret Code To Your Destiny” is
now officially available on Ama‐
zon, Barnes and Noble and Target.

To view the historic film footage
of “The Prophetic Matrix’s” inter‐
stellar debut on the International
Space Station, you can visit www.
PMLaunch.Space.

About Michael‑John
Michael‐John Toste is a musi‐

cian, author and an International
Destiny Coach who lives in San
Jose’s Willow Glen district. He was
previously the lead vocalist of the
concept rock group, the All Sports
Band, who achieved chart success
throughout the 1980s, including
two Billboard Hot 100 hits in the
US and a top 20 hit in Germany.
With appearances on MTV, Solid
Gold, Nickelodeon, and American
Bandstand, the All Sports Band
was voted the third most popular
group in America. Toste’s upcom‐
ing album Phenomenon features
Grammy award winners includ‐
ing Deniece Williams, Bobby Kim‐

ball of Toto, and Larry Dunn of

Earth, Wind & Fire. Toste hosts a
weekly, hour‐long radio program
called, “Your Day of Destiny,” and
has released his debut book, “The
Prophetic Matrix: Unlock The Se‑
cret Code To Your Destiny.” 

For more information about
Michael‑John Toste and his upcom‑
ing ventures, visit www.PMLaunch.
Space, www.ThePropheticMatrix.
com or www.Michael‑JohnMusic.
com.
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San Jose destiny coach films his eBook in space ahead of Russian movie crew’s arrival

California Department of Education 
admits mismanagement of $187M 
By Times Media staff writers

S
tate Superintendent of Public In‐
struction Tony Thurmond (inset)
said he was wrong for delaying the

release of tens of millions of dollars in fed‐
eral Covid aid to California private
schools serving low‐income families and
apologized to the leaders of the schools.

Promising in a recent webinar to quick‐
ly remove the bottlenecks, Thurmond
said, “We regret any heartburn or difficulties that
you have experienced.” He asked for “some grace” as
the department fixed the problems he acknowledged
it had created.

The breaking point for frustrated school leaders
occurred late last month. Administrators from the
Education Department had told schools they would
be reimbursed for items purchased through Oct. 31.

The California Department of Education admitted
to mismanaging $187 million for 547 private schools

that had applied and were approved for the first
round of Emergency Assistance for Non‐Public
Schools. Congress approved that funding last De‐

cember and included a second round of
$181 million for California private schools
from the American Rescue Plan. 

Schools that spent money expecting re‐
imbursement faced a cash crunch and
were worried about making payroll. 

Schools assuming there would be coun‐
seling and mental health services for the
reopening of school were told by state of‐
ficials not to expect them until early Feb‐

ruary, after a months‐long needs‐assessment
process that would begin in November.

The department had urged patience, claiming that
overseeing services for private schools was a new
function for states. It's usually done by school dis‐
tricts within whose boundaries the schools are locat‐
ed. Unlike some other states, California has procure‐
ment laws that limited the department's ability to
hire vendors to handle reimbursements and provide
services quickly. 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction issues apology 
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By Lloyd Alaban
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

R
esidents relying on fresh food from an
East San Jose community farm won’t
have to worry about produce anytime

soon thanks to a 25‐year extension from the
city.

The San Jose City Council unanimously ap‐
proved a 25‐year contract Tuesday with Veg‐
gielution, a local nonprofit that runs an ur‐
ban garden at Emma Prusch Farm Park.

Veggielution started in 2007 as part of a
nationwide movement to grow healthy and
fresh food for marginalized communities in
urban spaces. In 2008, the nonprofit opened
a space that now occupies six acres at Emma
Prusch Farm Park.

“When the pandemic first broke out and
we got the initial orders to shelter in place, it
became a daunting task for residents who
live on the east side of San Jose,” said Coun‐
cilmember Magdalena Carrasco, whose dis‐
trict includes the community farm. “These
were families that really depended on their
local parks. Veggielution sits squarely in one
of those communities… Veggielution was
among the first to really meet the challenges
we were facing.”

Veggielution offers environmental pro‐
grams that help residents learn about agri‐
culture, grow their business skills and cook
new foods—all in the park. The nonprofit,

along with the city’s parks department, holds
summer youth camps and afterschool pro‐
grams.

“It’s a wonderful thing to see, and we’d
love to see it in more parks throughout our
city, but this is a pretty amazing start,” Mayor
Sam Liccardo said. “I’m a little disappointed
we don’t see more of those… I’m hopeful we
can find ways to engage more broadly in
these agreements because there are many
partners who want to engage with us.”

As part of the agreement, Veggielution will
continue to teach youth farming, hold health
and wellness classes, volunteer programs
and cooking classes, among other activities.

“As we reflect on the past few years in the
context of the pandemic, a racial reckoning
and climate‐related disasters, we recognize
your partnership and your approval of this
item today as an important statement of so‐
cial, environmental and economic justice,”
said Cayce Hill, executive director of Veg‐
gielution.

Veggielution brings farms, food and
family to East San Jose

Eighteen Veggielution workers farm the
land, and every first Saturday of the month
the garden hosts one of its signature pro‐
grams such as yoga, planting in the fields, art
classes and eating freshly‐picked produce
from the Veggielution Cocina kitchen.

“Veggielution is an extraordinary example

of utilizing open public space,” said resident
Mary Helen Doherty. “I’m confident (the city)
will continue to support (Veggielution’s) use
of public land. Twenty‐five more years of
Veggielution is a continued blessing for our
community.”

During the pandemic, Veggielution shifted
part of its operations to food distribution,
handing out up to 5,000 boxes of food week‐
ly, according to a city memo.

According to a city memo, the Veggielu‐
tion‐run farm takes up six acres of a 47‐acre
city park along Highways 680 and 101. The
park’s namesake, Emma Prusch, donated the
land to the city in 1962.

“I think Emma Prusch should be very
proud to see this agreement move forward,”
Councilmember Maya Esparza said, reflect‐
ing on the programming and weekly events
Veggielution provides. “When COVID hit,
Veggielution stood up in a huge way.”

Volunteers maintain hundreds of fruit
trees, a native flower garden and a German‐
themed kitchen garden at Emma Prusch
Farm Park. Employees from the city parks
department maintain and operate other pro‐
grams at the site, including providing farm
tours and hay wagon rides to elementary
students.

Veggielution is also part of the Si Se Puede
Collective, a four‐organization coalition that
provides services to underprivileged resi‐
dents in East San Jose.

“Every Saturday I saw children’s faces light
up as they went through our worm bin,” said
Maricella Fuentes, spokesperson for Veg‐
gielution and the Si Se Puede Collective. “It’s
on days like this that you see how important
open space is for children and their families.”

Contact Lloyd Alaban at lloyd@sanjos‑
espotlight.com or follow @lloydalaban on
Twitter.

A volunteer tends to the Veggielution farm. Photo courtesy of Emily Schwing.

East San Jose community 
farm receives 25-year extension
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(408) 254-1949

Virtual Home Concert Hall Series,
December 10 ‑ 13, 2021

R
ussian pianist Nikolay Khozyainov
(inset)  will perform an All‐Chopin
program in Steinway Society – The

Bay Area's "Home Concert Hall" series with
a specially recorded performance available
online from December 10 ‐ 13, 2021. 

Master of Romantic tone 
The New York Times wrote that the mu‐

sic world was taking notice of the “stunning
virtuosity and prodigious technique” of
Nikolay Khozyainov, and audiences agree:
they have acclaimed his performances at
Carnegie Hall, Wigmore Hall, Lincoln Cen‐
ter, Kennedy Center, and Tchaikovsky Hall
in Moscow.

Born in 1992 in Blagoveschchensk, a city
in the Russian Far East, Khozyainov made
his debut at the Great Hall of the Moscow
Conservatory at the age of seven and went
on to study at the Tchaikovsky Conservato‐
ry. Khozyainov has won first prizes in nu‐
merous international competitions and
was awarded Distinction in the 2010 Fry‐
deryk Chopin Competition, where he was
the youngest finalist.

As a special note: Nikolay Khozyainov re‐
cently appeared in the prestigious XVIII In‐
ternational Chopin Piano Competition in
Warsaw, Poland and made it to the semi‐fi‐
nal round of the eighteenth grueling com‐
petition.   

Tickets Available Now: Tickets for the
performances may be purchased in ad‐
vance by going to steinwaysociety.
com/tickets/ or by contacting the Stein‐
way Society box office at 408‐300‐5635. 

Steinway Society to present revered
Russian Pianist Nikolay Khozyainov
in All-Chopin program
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Your Realtor ad 
above: just $89!

Call now to place your ad 
by phone: 

(408) 494-7000

THERESE 
SWAN

tswan@tswan.com
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

DRE:  01355719

(408) 656-8240

N. JEANETTE CAMPA
BROKER

408-661-0203 
www.jabez-realty.com

jeanette@jabez-realty.com
Cal BRE 01327014

JACKIE 
JONES

jjones@cbnorcal.com

(408) 315-6186 
JackieJonesSells.com

MARK & MADELINE
CHIAVETTA

(408) 425-2848
www.thechiavettas.com
info@thechiavettas.com

Times Feature

SHAWN ANSARI
& SAHAR BINESH

(408) 529-4574
shawn.ansari@compass.com

(408) 348-9197
sahar.binesh@compass.com

DEE RAMIREZ
Realtor Lic. #00683945

(408) 440-7617
Dee@DeeRamirez.com
www.DeeRamirez.com

By Times Media staff writers

T
he Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors unanimous‐
ly approved new Project Homekey sites to help end
homelessness and build more affordable and interim

housing for our unhoused neighbors.
Supervisors approved the purchase of properties in Santa

Clara and Mountain View that will increase housing options to
address the County’s homelessness crisis. These projects
brought out a strong response from the community, both sup‐
portive and opposed.

“It is integral to hear from the community on every action

we take, but it is also vital that our community has been pre‐
sented with accurate information. We thank the community
for sharing their thoughts and learned that there is inaccurate
information being circulated.  Continued community engage‐
ment will be critical for the success of these projects,” said Su‐
pervisor Otto Lee. “The future residents of these Project Home‑
key units will not be transient homeless, drug users, or crimi‐
nals as stated in misleading flyers and on social media.”

These projects will require all residents to go through a
thorough vetting process. Only the permanent supportive
housing projects will require background checks. Future resi‐

dents will be families with young children, veterans, and oth‐
ers will be working people who lost their homes due to the
pandemic.

The costs of these projects include the construction and ren‐
ovation of these sites as well as the cost of supportive, wrap‐
around services that will help stabilize our unhoused neigh‐
bors. These wrap‐around services will include support for job
placement, medical and behavior health counseling, and more.
Residents will be required to pay rent, subsidized based on

their income level.

Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors to address problem of
homelessness with approval of Project Homekey sites



By Tran Nguyen
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

A
fter months of anticipation from law‐
makers and parents, Santa Clara County
on Wednesday gave its first COVID‐19

shots to some of its youngest residents.
Hand‐in‐hand with their parents, a few hun‐

dred kids flocked to clinics across the South
Bay to get the first jabs of the kid‐size COVID‐
19 vaccine. The line for the clinic at Emmanuel
Baptist Church in East San Jose has been non‐
stop since the clinic opened at 8:45 a.m, work‐
ers at the site said.

Nate Huynh, 9, and his sister Kate, 7, were
among more than 250 kids with an appoint‐
ment at the church. Mother Tiana Huynh said
the family has been waiting anxiously to get
their kids vaccinated.

“They have been waiting for this all year,”
Huynh told San José Spotlight. “We haven’t let
them do playdates or anything like that. With
the vaccines, we’ll be much more comfortable
letting them do things like normal time again.”

Federal health officials gave final approval
for Pfizer’s kid‐size COVID‐19 shot earlier this
week, opening the way to vaccination for chil‐
dren as young as 5. In Santa Clara County,
that’s roughly 167,000 kids who are now eligi‐
ble to get the two‐dose pediatric shot, which is
one‐third the adult dosage.

Nate, sporting a green shirt with characters
from the Super Mario Bros. video game,
helped his mom comfort his little sister while
the family waited in line.

“Every time I get a shot, I cry,” Kate said,
donning a Queen Elsa shirt and pink Hello Kit‐
ty shoes.

Sitting on her mom’s lap, Kate took a shot in
her left arm. Her brother hovered next to her.

“It’s ok to be scared,” Huynh told her daugh‐
ter. Both siblings picked out their bandaids
and stickers. They will come back at the end of
the month to finish their doses.

The Pfizer kids vaccine is about 90% effec‐
tive, according to the company. 

Getting young kids vaccinated is a crucial
step to end the pandemic, health experts say.
Santa Clara County has spent weeks preparing
for the newly‐eligible population in anticipa‐
tion of the authorization.

“We definitely have seen infections in this age
group… and they are disruptive both to the chil‐
dren’s education as well as their parents lives,”
said Dr. Jennifer Tong, associate chief medical
officer at Santa Clara Valley Medical Center.

Vaccinating young kids will also help curb
the transmission rate and keep others in the
community safer, Tong added.

The county is slated to receive 55,000 pedi‐
atric shots this week. Officials say they antici‐
pate a high demand for the kid‐size vaccines,
but are confident in the county’s capacity to
vaccinate as many children as possible in the
upcoming weeks. Families have already
booked up the majority of this week’s appoint‐
ments, according to officials.

Aria Shukla, 6, was also nervous for her shot.
Sporting her Wonder Woman headpiece, Aria
was crying and screaming as it came time to
get inoculated.

“We’ve been wanting to do this because I
have elderly parents,” father Prakash Shukla
told San José Spotlight. ” I just wanted all the
kids, everybody, to be vaccinated.”

Aria proudly showed off her inoculated arm
while she waited at the facility.

“I missed sleepovers,” she said.
The kid‐size vaccines come at a time where

infections and hospitalizations caused by the
Delta variant are dropping sharply. Santa
Clara County is seeing a seven‐day rolling av‐
erage of 148 cases—less than half the average
of 364 cases in late August.

As of this week, 85.3% of Santa Clara County
residents ages 12 and up—more than 1.46
million people—are fully vaccinated. When
children under 12 are included, the overall
completion rate for vaccinations drops to
73.3%.

The county will start bringing mobile vac‐
cine clinics to 80 school sites this week, offi‐
cials said.

“Starting tomorrow, (the teams) will be vis‐

iting multiple schools at our highest risk com‐
munities where parents may not be able to
take time off work, but have consented for
their children to get vaccinated,” Tong said.
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Kate and Nate Huynh wait in line with their mom Tiana to get the kid-size COVID-19 vaccines on
Nov. 3. Photo by Tran Nguyen.

Santa Clara County administers
first kid COVID vaccines
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PWRcell, Generac’s fully-integrated 
solar + battery storage system, stores 
solar energy that can power your whole 
home during utility power outages and 
save you money on your electric bill.

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL 
OFFER!*

(877) 920-0653

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.
Solar panels sold separately.

Evolution of the
Carnatic Violin
By Veena Krishnan
Special to the Times

V
iolin, the four‐stringed
instrument whose melo‐
dies enchant many, has

made its mark in Carnatic
music, too.

The Carnatic violin style
has evolved over the years to
produce its own uniqueness
and popularity. It has con‐
tributed so much to the Car‐
natic field. As you may know,
the violin is an instrument
that originates from Euro‐
pean classical music tradi‐
tions. Over the years this instrument
made its way into the Carnatic world and
still holds strong today. The vio‐
lin’s versatility, size, and tone
(which almost mimics the hu‐
man voice) made it a perfect fit
for Carnatic music. Carnatic vio‐
lin can be performed as a solo,
duet, and so on, or as accompani‐
ment.

The violin first made its way
into Southern India about 200
years ago when the British ruled
India. Through the help of mainly three
individuals, the violin was adapted and
popularized to the Carnatic field. A minis‐
ter from the Tanjavur Maratha court,
Varahappa Iyer, visited a British gover‐
nor’s house, where he first saw Western
instruments. He became fascinated by
the violin and started becoming profi‐
cient in the instrument when it was gifted
to him by the governor. He eventually
started playing well enough to accompa‐
ny Carnatic singers.

Baluswami Dikshitar and Vadivelu
were great contributors, too. Baluswami
Dikshitar was the brother of the Carnatic
composer, Muttuswami Dikshitar. Short‐
ly after hearing a performance, he
learned the Western violin for three
years. After that, he developed the instru‐

ment to fit to the Carnatic style. Vadivelu,
the youngest of the Thanjavur quartet,
was encouraged by Maharaja Swati
Tirunal to learn the violin. Vadivelu even‐
tually learned the violin and his perform‐

ances helped ignite an initial
spark in this new instru‐
ment. And so, the Carnatic
violin began with these three
pioneers.

Now, the Carnatic violin
had evolved into a unique
style of its own. Carnatic vio‐
linists sit on the ground and
place the scroll of the violin
on their right foot and the
top under their neck. They
have a unique playing tech‐
nique, too. Carnatic violinists
closely imitate the human
voice by gliding their fingers
on the fingerboard in a spe‐

cific way to produce different gamakas
(the vocal twists and nuances). The Car‐

natic violin is tuned differently, too.
There have been many great Carnatic

violinists, and I will be naming just a few
from the 20th century. Vidwan Lalgudi
Jayaraman, Prof. T N Krishnan, and Sri. M.

S. Gopalakrishnan were some of the many
great violinists of that time. A present‐
day legend is Sri. V V Sundaram, and he
has contributed a lot to the field. Even
now, the violin dominates Carnatic con‐
certs and is one of the first choices for ac‐
companiment. Carnatic violin solos are
another treat to hear, too. It’s nice to
learn about the history of this instrument
and know about all the people who have
contributed to its growth.

The Carnatic violin has an interesting
history and has surely made a huge im‐
pact in the field of Carnatic music.Vidwan Lalgudi Jayaraman

Prof. T N Krishnan

Carnatic violinists sit on
the ground and place the
scroll of the violin on their
right foot and the top un‑
der their neck. 

About 
Carnatic 

Music
By Veena Krishnan
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6804 Shadow Mountain Ct - $2,700,000 1230 Diablo Way - $1,840,000 844 Bucks Lake Court - $715,000 1286 Chateau Drive - $2,575,000

1080 Micro Court - $2,520,000 6603 Mount Royal Drive - $2,155,000 1299 Swinging Gate Court - $ 2,625,000 6857 Castlerock Drive - $2,900,000

1270 Echo Ridge Court - $1,785,000
represented buyer

6933 Castlerock Drive - $2,650,000 854 Bucks Lake Court - $582,000
represented both parties

1299 Littman Drive - $ 2,625,000
represented buyer



SERVING EVERGREEN & SILVER CREEK VALLEY SINCE 1982 n ONLINE: EVERGREENTIMES.COMPAGE 20 n EVERGREEN TIMES n NOV. 19 – DEC. 2, 2021

CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and Af-
firming Congregation, and
celebrate members of the
LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM,
with communion open to
all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-

tions, informative lec-
tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all
in a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.or
g or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always,
right after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, wor-
ship and giving to our lo-
cal community. We are
proud to be UCC, Open
and Affirming (O&A) and
welcome members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco

Night Ministry, Second
Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities Re-
sponding to End Poverty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00
AM followed by fellow-
ship and refreshments.
1st Sunday in Worship:
Holy Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of be-
lievers, a family of all
ages, where each mem-
ber feels welcomed,
loved, valued and em-
powered to serve. Chil-
dren are especially wel-
comed and cherished as
an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Congre-
gational Church of Almaden
Valley, UCC. The Episcopal
Church in Almaden offers
the following regular oppor-
tunities for worship: Sun-
day at 7:30AM and
10:45AM, Holy Commun-
ion service. Each Sunday
service is followed by a
coffee hour for friendship
and conversation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave, 
San Jose, CA 95148.
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine holy book that
guides Muslims to prac-
tice Islam. 
Please visit our website to
learn more. 
Jazāk Allāhu Khayran!

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning to-
gether.  Worship services
are at 10:00 AM at the Ho-
race Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship in-
cludes both contemporary
and traditional music, a
message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counseling,
and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every
Sunday at 11.00 am

Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond Av-
enue. You can reach the
school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 & 11:00
AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-
nity, promoting spiritual

growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We offer
children's religious edu-
cation (CREATE); Youth
Ministry (BLAST & X-
STATIC); Scripture Study
(day & evening); Se-
nior's Group and many
other adult ministries as
well. Saint Anthony
parish is located
in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and 1 - 4 p.m. For more
information, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or "stu-
dent." A Sikh is a practi-
tioner of the faith founded
in the 15th century by
Guru Nanak in Punjab of
old British India.  A Guru
who is a "teacher" or "en-
lightener" completes the
relationship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism is
monotheistic and stresses
the equality of all men and
women. Sikhs believe in
three basic principles;
meditating on the name of
God (praying), earning a
living by honest means
and sharing the fruits of
one's labor with others.
Currently there  are close
to one million Sikhs living
in the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs living
around the world. Sikhism
is the 5th largest religion
in the world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome all.
We pray daily for peace
and prosperity for every-
body in the world.  Come
to visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days
of the year and serves
complementary vegetari-
an meals.  We also en-
courage you to enter our
history room on site and
walk the beautiful

grounds. Learn more
about us and community
events we sponsor by vis-
iting our website;
http://www. SanJoseGur-
dwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com 
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an in-
clusive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as Dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ in
the footsteps of St. Fran-
cis, offering prayerful and
joyful liturgies; evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and serv-
ice opportunities to the
community. We offer spiri-
tual opportunities for all
ages, including children's
liturgy, dynamic E.C.H.O -
Jr. High, IGNITE - High
School and North Star -
Young Adult Ministries,
along with small faith
communities and opportu-
nities to help the poor and
marginalized of San Jose.
Our Preschool is the only
Catholic Preschool offer-
ing quality family oriented
service in the Evergreen
and Silver Creek areas.
Our Chapel, Gathering
Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
sion Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Garden
and Preschool are all lo-
cated at 5111 San Felipe
Rd. Please come join us
to worship at one of the
following times and loca-
tions: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may
grow and share our gifts
to help build God's Kingdom!

Get 
listed!

For Worship 
listing ads, 

call 408.483-5458

Want to 
submit a 

news item
for the 

Evergreen Times?
Press day: December 1, 2021

Deadline: November 28, 2021

Write to editorial@timesmediainc.com
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Times Feature

F
irst, I just love to listen to
John Rothmann on 810 KGO
radio at 6 p.m. who takes a

somewhat liberal view of life.  
Then too, it is fun to go to the

right on the radio dial and listen to
Mike Ghallager on 860 “The An‐
swer.”

Both radio hosts have opposite
views but it’s educational to hear
both sides.  Also, if you write any
radio host into your web search
engine and put the word “Sticher”
after it, you can listen to any past
programs easily without signing
up for anything.  This could add
some fun to your life!

Also, I am not an anti‐vax per‐
son, I have had the vax and booster
of my own volition but no one
forced me.

Enter the secret double standard
I have stumbled into something

you may not realize or know.  It is a
hidden secret.  There is a double
standard in who is mandated to
take the Covid shot or be fired.

I found out recently that a police
officer in Palo Alto was fired be‐
cause he refused to take the vac‐
cine.  He was a good man with
many years of service.

I then found out that some
school districts in Santa Clara al‐

low teachers to avoid vaccination
so long as they take a weekly Covid
test (and if they are found infected,
they take leave and combat it).

So, I thought to myself and still
do that this is a double standard
across our land and it is against our
rights and U.S. Constitution.

Some Counties and school dis‐
tricts and police departments in
California say, you must take vax
or be fired where as others say, it
is ok for you not to take vax so
long as you do a weekly Covid
virus check. Our governor already
has set dates for things to take
place on mandating the vax but is
he following law?

The situation is foggy.  The law
is currently being bent like light in
a prism.

I did speak with some youth on
this and was told very intelligent‐
ly, “You don’t think like a human‐
ist when you’re talking about cap‐
italism.”  So, some people includ‐
ing youth believe it is good to have
a double standard and each or‐
ganization and business needs to
do what it wants to make the or‐
ganization (group of people with
common interest) run the best it
can and provide safety too.  They
say quite eloquently with their

young minds that, “Individual
groups have the right to set up
unique conditions to best operate.”

I disagree and believe that each
person has an individual right to
not take the vax and not lose their
job.  Am I wrong?  If so, then why
do school districts currently not
fall under the vax mandate?  What
is that?  Why do teachers at some
districts get to secretly say “NO” to
the vax but police officers and
nurses are fired?

So, right now, in my view there is
a double standard on the Covid vax
mandated by our president.  Also, a
double standard for any business
of 99 employees or less.  That is a
double standard too and I suppose
any business with 103 employees
will fast cut back to 99.  

That is my belief and beliefs fol‐
lowing attitudes.  For example, did
you know a breakthrough pill to
fight Covid is now being rolled out
and some day that will mean it will
help to kill off the pandemic. 

Time will tell…
I guess we have to figure out a

new motto for our country and
maybe it can be… GIVE ME FREE‐
DOM OR GIVE ME VAX

Kevin Larsen
Evergreen Valley 

Op-ed
Did you know about the secret double standard in the Covid vax mandate?

Survey: Nearly 
60% of Americans
unlikely to travel
for Thanksgiving or
Christmas

W
hile rising vaccination
rates against COVID‐19
have increased travelers’

comfort levels, most Americans are
still opting to stay home this holiday
season, according to a new national
survey commissioned by the Ameri‐
can Hotel & Lodging Association
(AHLA) conducted by Morning Con‐
sult.

The survey found nearly 30% of
Americans are likely to travel for
Thanksgiving and 33% are likely to
travel for Christmas—an increase
from 21% and 24%, respectively,
compared to 2020. Those who do
plan to travel over the holidays ex‐
pect to drive, but rising gas prices
may dampen those plans. 

The survey of 2,200 adults was
conducted October 30 – November
1, 2021, by Morning Consult on be‐
half of AHLA. Key findings include
the following:

• Just one in three Americans plans
to travel for Christmas (33% likely to
travel, 59% unlikely), and even fewer
plan to travel for Thanksgiving (29%
likely, 61% unlikely)

• 68% of Thanksgiving travelers

plan to stay with family or friends, while
22% plan to stay in a hotel

• 66% of Christmas travelers plan to
stay with family or friends, while 23%
plan to stay in a hotel

• 52% of Americans say they plan to
take fewer trips and 53% plan to take
shorter trips due to rising gas prices

• Leisure travelers are making sev-
eral adjustments to their travel plans
based on the current state of the pan-
demic, including only traveling within
driving distance (58%), taking fewer
trips (48%), and taking shorter trips
(46%)

• Among parents with children un-
der the age of 12, 41% say the avail-
ability of vaccines for kids ages 5-11
will make them more likely to travel

• 68% of Thanksgiving travelers and
64% of Christmas travelers plan to
drive, compared to 11% and 14%, re-
spectively, who plan to fly

“While vaccines have helped trav‐
elers feel more comfortable, rising
gas prices and continued concerns
about the pandemic are making
many Americans hesitant to travel
during the holidays. Despite a slight
expected uptick in holiday travel
this year, hotels will continue to face
economic fallout from the pandem‐
ic, underscoring the need for target‐
ed federal relief, such as the Save
Hotel Jobs Act, to support the indus‐
try and its workforce until travel ful‐
ly returns,” said American Hotel &
Lodging Association President and
CEO Chip Rogers.
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some
supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the

school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 
combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 

Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 
Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:

info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

Cost Estimator

JewelryClocks

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus tax-
es for 12months. Premium Channels
at No Charge for One Year! Anytime,
anywhere. Some restrictions apply. W/
24-mo. agmt TV price higher in 2nd
year. Regional Sports Fee up to
$8.49/mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS
1-408-688-5490

The bathroom of your dreams for as
little as $149/month! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options available. Quali-
ty materials & professional installation.
Senior & Military Discounts Available.
Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual in-
home consultation now and SAVE
15%! Call Today! 1-844-988-1663
Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-

1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
855-977-5344

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay fu-
neral and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
877-864-3769 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/almaden

Notices

Remodeling

TimesClassifieds

Cost Estimator
Prepare cost estimates for construction projects. 

Master's in civil engineering. 

JKL Construction Services, Inc. 
751 S. Bascom Ave, San Jose, CA 95128

Diamond Auto Detail
San Jose

Has your car or truck lost its luster? Are you embarrassed to
be seen in it? Let us bring back the shine with buffing, polish‐
ing, color sanding, complete interior treatment, engine steam
clean, overspray, paint sealant and more. Appointment is re‐
quired, please be sure to call ahead to get on her schedule.

Rocio Salcedo
(408) 294‑4135
74 S Autumn St
San Jose, CA 95110

Auto Detailing
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