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San Jose’s downtown 
Willow Glen springs 
back for the holidays

By Lorraine Gabbert
Article courtesy San José Spotlight

T
he quaint character of down‐
town Willow Glen stores and
eateries is re‐emerging, even

though the COVID‐19 pandemic hit
businesses hard.

In the past weeks, tree‐lined Lin‐
coln Avenue, between Minnesota
Avenue and Willow Street, saw foot
traffic increase as customers wan‐
dered into retail boutiques like Bel‐
la James, to paint pottery at Petro‐
glyph or shop for gifts and lunch
with family. 

With those encouraging signs, the
Willow Glen Business Association
plans to pull out all the stops this hol‐
iday season to lure business back.

The local business association—
established in the 1930s—plans to
host a Small Business Saturday on
Nov. 27 to help buoy the economy.
This will be followed with a Holi‐
day Bubbly Walk on Dec. 4, which

helps residents discover Willow
Glen establishments while sampling
champagne and enjoying lunch with
friends in town beforehand. 

“We’re excited about the
response to the Bubbly Walk and
anticipate about 1,000 people
attending,” said Willow Glen Busi‐

ness Association member Kandy
Stevens. “The response has been
very positive and uplifting.”

Throughout December, the asso‐
ciation has created a list of holiday
events to help businesses get back
on their feet. There is the annual
Christmas tree lighting on Dec. 2

and a strolling Santa on Lincoln
Avenue during the weekends of
Dec. 11‐12 and Dec. 18‐19.

Willow Glen’s unique history
With its charm and variety of

restaurants, mom‐and‐pop stores,
crafting studios and gyms, down‐

See DOWNTOWN, page 12

SusieCakes Manager Rebecca Berroteran presents customer Ursula Carrasco with a cupcake. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.

Downtown Willow Glen stores and eateries re-emerging despite Covid-19 

Celebrity Chef
Joanne Weir to open
a rooftop restaurant
in Willow Glen 
Copita has been named the Best Mexican
Restaurant in the Bay Area; Restaurateur
expects Copita Tequileria y Comida in Willow
Glen to be most vivacious restaurant around  

By William Bellou
Publisher

C
opita Tequileria y Comida, the famed Mex‐
ican Tequileria in Sausalito, will open a
second location now under construction at

the northeast corner of Willow Street and Lin‐
coln Avenue in the heart of Willow Glen. 

The stunning two‐story restaurant site,
inspired by the romance of San Miguel Allende,
is lovingly brought to life by renowned celebrity
chef Joanne Weir and Larry Mindel, the leg‐

endary restaurateur.
Copita has been named the Best Mexican

Restaurant in the Bay Area by 7 X 7 Magazine
and featured on the cover of San Francisco Mag‐
azine as one of the best Mexican restaurants in
the Bay Area.

The new Copita Tequileria y Comida is actu‐
ally two restaurants in one comprising 6,400
square feet employing nearly 100 staff mem‐
bers. The completion of the restaurant is target‐
ed for summer 2022.                 

The highlight is the rooftop bar. Overlooking
bustling downtown Willow Glen, the second‐
story terrace provides plenty of intimate seating
around small tables and fire pits, places to gath‐
er and celebrate while enjoying a variety of
small plates and a robust cocktail menu.  

Downstairs, diners can savor Copita’s mod‐
ern, sophisticated take on Mexican cuisine in a
more traditional, beautifully appointed full‐ser‐
vice dining area. Both settings feature plenty of
outdoor space to take advantage of the spectac‐
ular local weather and to accommodate cus‐
tomer preferences in post‐Covid dining.

Copita is famous for its exciting re‐imagining
of classic Mexican fare—creating the best of 

See RESTAURANT, page 10

The new Copita Tequileria y Comida is actually two
restaurants in one, employing nearly 100 staff mem-
bers. The completion of the restaurant is targeted for
summer 2022.   

San Jose Police
investigating
Willow Glen
traffic fatality 

S
an Jose Police officers res‐
ponded to the area of the
1500 block of Hillsdale Ave.

at Jarvis Ave. in Willow Glen to
investigate a solo vehicle traffic
collision. 

Officials reported that a 1997
Chevrolet truck was traveling
eastbound on Hillsdale Avenue
when it left the roadway and col‐
lided with a tree on the south
curb line of Hillsdale Avenue. 

The lone driver/occupant of
the vehicle was pronounced
deceased at the scene. Investiga‐
tors are investigating the cause
of the truck veering off the road‐
way. 

This is the 51st fatal collision
and the 53rd victim of 2021.

Anyone with information on
this investigation is urged to
contact Detective Aldinger
#4183 of the San José Police
Department's Traffic Investiga‐
tions Unit at 408‐277‐4654.

Submit crime tips and remain
anonymous by using the P3TIPS
mobile app, calling the tip line at
(408) 947‐STOP, or on www.
svcrimestoppers.org. If the infor‐
mation you submit leads to an
arrest, you are eligible for a cash
reward from the Silicon Valley
Crime Stoppers Program.
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ValleyCurrents
cur|rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.
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Italian Heritage
Foundation presents
33rd World of Italian
Opera, dinner and
holiday boutique
December 3

The Italian Heritage Foundation is presenting
the 33rd World of Italian Opera 12 noon, Thurs‐
day, Dec. 3 in San Jose.  

The event includes diner (a box dinner pre‐
pared by Tony and Alba's Restaurant), a special
artisan boutique, and this year a special tribute
to former President of The Board of Opera San
Jose, Frank Fiscalini.

Fiscalini was former Vice Mayor of San Jose
and Superintendent of Schools for the East Side
Union School District.   He has always been a
proud booster of opera San Jose and his leader‐
ship in the early days of the opera company

helped make it the national institution it is
today. The Opera in the Schools Program is still
a vital part of the company's vision.  

All Covid safety precautions and guidelines
set forth by the county of Santa Clara and city of

San Jose will be followed. 
To make your reservations for the Italian

operatic repertoire and holiday music,   visit:
www.IAHFSJ.org or reservation by calling our
office at 408‐293‐7122..    

IN MEMORY

Verdis Y.
Crockett
Aug. 19, 1934 - Nov. 9, 2021 

Former Principal of 
Willow Glen High School 

Verdis Crockett passed away
Nov. 9, 2021 at the age of 87. 

Born on August 19, 1934, in
Kansas City, MO, Verdis graduated
in 1956 from the University of
Kansas. 

Crockett moved to San Jose in
the early ‘60s with her husband,
and became a well‐respected edu‐
cator. She taught at Roosevelt Jun‐
ior High and later became Vice
Principal and Principal of Willow
Glen High School, making her one
of the first Black school adminis‐
trators in San Jose.

A devoted wife and mother,
Verdis cherished spending time
with her beloved family. Verdis
was preceded in death by her hus‐
band, Dr. Wilbert O. Crockett. She
is survived by and will forever be
in the hearts of her son, Roger O.
Crockett, and his wife, Gail T.
Crockett; her daughter, Jennifer
M. Crockett, and her wife, Holly
Anderson Crockett. She is also
survived by several cousins and
many loving friends.

A memorial will be held in hon‐
or of Verdis’ life on Dec 2 in San
Jose. For details and to RSVP visit
the website www.wocrockett.
com. You may make donations in
Verdis’ name to the Alzheimer’s
Association. (Visit the website
https://bit.ly/3DnevWb)

By Lloyd Alaban
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

D
ozens of Spanish‐speaking businesses in
the bullseye of rezoning on Willow Street
rallied to force the city to rethink its posi‐

tion.
Other business districts may not be so lucky.
San Jose officials are exploring land‐use

changes to four business districts: Willow
Street, North 13th Street, Willow Glen and Tay‐
lor Street in Japantown. The city wants to
redesign ethnically diverse business communi‐
ties with multi‐story apartments. This requires
rezoning commercial neighborhoods to include
residential construction.

Most of the businesses along Willow Street
between Highway 87 and South First Street,
known as Calle Willow to the locals, are Latino‐
speaking and lower‐income. Residents worry
the change in zoning will bring more expensive
apartments, which will cause rents to rise and
family businesses to be displaced or close.

“Right now this community is like a small city
of Latino culture,” Miriam Raigoza, owner of
Unlimited Barber Shop, told San José Spotlight
through a Spanish interpreter. “The culture
could change with this policy.”

Community organizers, business owners and
nonprofits such as Sacred Heart Community

Service rallied Wednesday along Calle Willow
with signs asking supporters to save the neigh‐
borhood from being rezoned. Signs in Spanish
urged the city to remove the neighborhood
from the plans.

“There’s a lot of concern about driving out
low‐income people who are already here, and
also losing out on the cultural flavor of the
neighborhood,” Brett Bymaster, executive
director of Healing Grove Health Center, told
San José Spotlight. The center sits just blocks
from Calle Willow.

Bymaster pointed to an apartment building
called The Neo, located at 975 S. First Street.
“It’s expensive and those units haven’t been
filled,” he said.

Willow Street is one example of how rezoning
diverse neighborhood pockets could change the
face of the city. Community meetings were held at
Willow Street, North 13th Street, Lincoln Avenue
and Taylor Street, where  residents and city offi‐
cials offered different solutions for the maximum
number of homes in each neighborhood.

Officials recommended the San Jose Planning
Commission remove Calle Willow from consider‐
ation of any changes to its zoning after hearing
from residents. The commission will vote on rec‐
ommendations for each of the districts Nov. 10.

City officials are looking at the business dis‐

tricts along the north side of Taylor Street, and
Willow Glen—along Lincoln Avenue between
Coe and Minnesota avenues—to rezone and add
between 50 to 65 housing units depending on
lot size.

Calle Willow and the surrounding Guadalupe‐
Washington neighborhood have seen rapid
change in the past few years as more tech work‐
ers move into the city.

The neighborhood’s latest struggle with the
influx of tech workers saw the impending paint‐
ing over of a mural depicting Latino culture. The
new owner of the building where the mural is
painted wants to fill it with tech workers.

Some displacement could already be happen‐
ing, according to some business owners. Maria
Mendoza, owner of El Aguaje Agua Purificada
located at 218 Willow Street, sells purified
water. The building is in the process of being
sold to another owner, which could mean high‐
er rents.

“Please think of the community, the low‐
income community that lives here,” Mendoza
told San José Spotlight in Spanish through an
interpreter. “This policy will not only affect
small business owners, but people living around
here. Rents will be high.”

Contact Lloyd Alaban at lloyd@sanjosespot‑
light.com or follow @lloydalaban on Twitter.

Residents speak at a rally in support of Calle Willow business owners on Nov.
3. Photo courtesy of Omar Torres.

San Jose business 
owners fear being 
displaced from historic
Willow Glen District
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6804 Shadow Mountain Ct - $2,700,000 1230 Diablo Way - $1,840,000 844 Bucks Lake Court - $715,000 1286 Chateau Drive - $2,575,000

1080 Micro Court - $2,520,000 6603 Mount Royal Drive - $2,155,000 1299 Swinging Gate Court - $ 2,625,000 6857 Castlerock Drive - $2,900,000

1270 Echo Ridge Court - $1,785,000
represented buyer

6933 Castlerock Drive - $2,650,000 854 Bucks Lake Court - $582,000
represented both parties

1299 Littman Drive - $ 2,625,000
represented buyer
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14th Annual Family Tradition
Returns for One Night Only

A
Family Holiday Tradition returns!
The Symphony San Jose Chorale
under the baton of Elena Sharkova

presents the 14th Annual "Carols in the Cal‐
ifornia", an exciting and festive program of
holiday cheer.  Come for a traditional sing‐
along of your favorite carols with choir and
brass ensemble and prepare to be dazzled
by performances of classical works by
members of Symphony San Jose and the SSJ

Chorale all in the warm glow of the beauti‐
fully restored California Theatre. 

And while downtown, enjoy Christmas in
the Park, The Holiday Ice Rink Under the
Palms, and Winter Wonderland rides and
games just two blocks from the theater. San
Jose comes alive with the Holiday Season,
with activities and memories for the entire
family! All‐day parking is available for just
$5 at the city‐owned garage on Second and
San Carlos Streets.

WHO: Symphony San Jose Chorale 
See CHORALE, page 8

Symphony San Jose Chorale Presents ‘Carols
In The California’ Saturday, Dec 14 In San Jose
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Out of this world event 
By William Bellou

Publisher

A
new eBook is
launched into out‐
er space, a first in

publishing history.
San Jose native

Michael‐John Toste sent
his first new autobiogra‐
phy into space, which
was filmed on board the
ISS during its 3‐million‐
mile mission.

His revolutionary
book, “The Prophetic
Matrix: Unlock the Secret Code to Your Des‑
tiny” fulfilled its own destiny while travel‐
ing in the International Space Station’s
Destiny Module.

Last month, a Russian film crew made
headlines by beating Tom Cruise in the
race to shoot the first movie in space. Then
William Shatner of Star
Trek fame recently
became a passenger on
board Blue Origin’s New
Shepherd starship. Prior
to that, however, in a
ground‐breaking first‐
ever event, rock star
turned author Michael‐
John Toste’s “The
Prophetic Matrix: Unlock
The Secret Code To Your
Destiny” became the first
commercial literary
work in the history of
publishing to debut in
outer space prior to its
global release on Earth.

A digital version of the book was trans‐
mitted to the Destiny module of NASA’s
International Space Station and filmed on
a monitor for its interplanetary visual pre‐
miere while orbiting the world at approx‐
imately 17,500 miles per hour. The nonfic‐
tion title traveled over three million miles
by the end of its tour in space.

This historic space age release comes
amidst a modern‐day renaissance of space
travel, with Elon Musk of SpaceX, Jeff
Bezos of Blue Origin and RichardBranson
of Virgin Galactic: all racing to explore the
stars. “I’m excited to become a member of
an elite group of space pioneers in the 21st
Century,” says Toste. “This opens a broad
door of opportunities for future publica‐
tions to send their titles to spacecraft filled
with celestial travelers touring the stars.”

After accomplishing its mission in
space, “The Prophetic Matrix” made its ter‐
restrial debut in an official global pre‐
miere event at Immanuel College in Ade‐
laide, South Australia. From Earth to the
Heavens: An Interstellar Book Release,
hosted by Immanuel College principal
Kevin Richardson, featured time‐stamped
footage of the book filmed and recorded in
the Destiny Module that was projected on

a large screen for a group of collegiate
space enthusiasts. The students in atten‐
dance received an honorary certificate
documenting the historic ceremony and a

commemorative The
Prophetic Matrix: Mak‑
ing Space History in 2021
medallion to mark the
occasion.

“The Prophetic Matrix:
Unlock The Secret Code
To Your Destiny,” the first
book of The Prophetic
Matrix trilogy, chroni‐
cles Michael‐John
Toste’s rock star life as
the lead vocalist of the

concept rock group, the All Sports Band,
and the life lessons he learned on his tour
de force odyssey exploring the entertain‐
ment industry. It also offers greater
understanding of how to face the chal‐
lenges and circumstances of life and dis‐
cover answers regarding how to unlock

the secret code to your
destiny. “The fact that
the book made its debut
on the Destiny module of
ISS is serendipitous,”
says Toste. “In this
aspect, it is fulfilling its
own destiny.”

“The Prophetic Matrix:
Unlock The Secret Code
To Your Destiny” is now
officially available on
Amazon, Barnes and
Noble and Target.

To view the historic
film footage of “The
Prophetic Matrix’s” inter‐

stellar debut on the International Space
Station, you can visit www.
PMLaunch.Space.

About Michael‑John
Michael‐John Toste is a musician, author

and an International Destiny Coach who
lives in San Jose’s Willow Glen district. He
was previously the lead vocalist of the
concept rock group, the All Sports Band,
who achieved chart success throughout
the 1980s, including two Billboard Hot
100 hits in the US and a top 20 hit in Ger‐
many. With appearances on MTV, Solid
Gold, Nickelodeon, and American Band‐
stand, the All Sports Band was voted the
third most popular group in America.
Toste’s upcoming album Phenomenon fea‐
tures Grammy award winners including
Deniece Williams, Bobby Kimball of Toto,
and Larry Dunn of Earth, Wind & Fire.
Toste hosts a weekly, hour‐long radio pro‐
gram called, “Your Day of Destiny,” and has
released his debut book, “The Prophetic
Matrix: Unlock The Secret Code To Your
Destiny.” 

For more information about Michael‑
John Toste and his upcoming ventures, visit
www.PMLaunch. Space, www.TheProphet‑
icMatrix. com or www.Michael‑JohnMu‑
sic. com.

San Jose destiny coach films his eBook in
space ahead of Russian movie crew’s arrival



Chorale
Continued from page 6

WHAT: "Carols in the Califor‐
nia"

WHEN: Saturday, December
11, 2021 at 7pm

WHERE: The California The‐
atre, 345 South First Street in
downtown San Jose

PRICES: $36   ($26 for atten‐
dees under 26 years old.) 

BOX OFFICE: 408.286.2600 or
www.symphonysanjose.org

Or visit the Box Office between
10am and 5pm, Monday through
Friday at 325 South First Street
in downtown San Jose, between
San Carlos and San Salvador
Streets just one‐half block from
the California Theatre. Easy,

inexpensive parking just one
block away at San Jose City
Garage on San Carlos Street with
entrances on 2nd and 3rd
Streets.

ABOUT THE CHORALE
Symphony San Jose Chorale

performs classical masterworks

and contemporary music with
the symphony, as well as a wide
range of pieces, from jazz to litur‐
gical and everything in between.
Performances include Movies in
Concert, a capella programs, and
appearances with smaller instru‐
mental groups in San Jose and
peninsula locations throughout
the San Francisco Bay area.
Maestra Elena Sharkova, who
directs the Symphony San Jose
Chorale and the Cantabile Youth
Singers, is an internationally rec‐
ognized conductor, lecturer and
master teacher.

ABOUT CHORALE DIREC-
TOR, ELENA SHARKOVA 

Russian‐American conductor
Elena Sharkova is recognized
nationally and internationally as
an inspirational, versatile, and
effective conductor, choral clini‐
cian, music educator, and lectur‐
er. She has conducted profes‐
sional, university, youth, and
community choirs and orches‐
tras in 17 countries across North
America, Asia, Eastern and West‐
ern Europe, Russia, and the Mid‐
dle East. Elena has served as a
jury member at numerous
national and international music
festivals and competitions. 
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ELENA 
SHARKOVA 
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Serving Willow Glen since 1995

(408) 254-1949

Times Feature

Restaurant 
Continued from page 1
traditional Mexican preparations and fla‐
vors using the most delectable, highest‐qual‐
ity locally sourced produce and proteins. 

Every item on the Copita’s menu, from the
chorizo to the sauces to the tortillas, is hand‐
made and 100% gluten‐free. The seasonal
menu features an array of mouth‐watering
tacos, tangy ceviches, succulent roasted
meats, and other dishes, all crafted under
the careful eye and exquisite palate of the
Maestra de Cocina, Joanne Weir.

While Copita gets accolades for its food, it
is also renowned for another reason: its love
affair with tequila. In fact, it was a margarita
contest between co‐owners Weir and
restaurateur Larry Mindel that spawned the
restaurant in the first place. 

“Larry’s margarita was very tequila‐for‐
ward; mine was more balanced,” Weir
recalls with a smile. Mindel ceded the win to
Weir and suggested they open a restaurant
together – the result was Copita. 

Chef: Joanne Weir
While she may be an East Coast native,

Chef Joanne Weir, the creative force behind
Copita, has also been a Bay Area favorite for

more than 30 years.
Whether you know
her from “Plates and
Places” or any other of
her award‐winning
cooking shows on PBS,
her acclaimed cook‐
books (she’s written
nearly two dozen—
her first, From Tapas
to Meze, was one of Julia Child’s favorites;
another, Weir Cooking in the City, won a
James Beard award) or the many cooking
classes she offers here and abroad, you
know that Weir’s warmth, curiosity, passion
for cooking, and most of all, her love of shar‐
ing good food, is contagious.

A fourth‐generation cook who spent her
formative years on her grandparents’ farms,
Weir was steeped in the locally sourced,
organic tradition long before she joined
Alice Waters at the famed Chez Panisse in
Berkeley. Waters calls Weir “a true purist”
who seeks out which ingredients are “the
most alive and vibrant” and uses those
ingredients “simply and beautifully.” It’s that
vibrancy that makes the original Copita such
a stand‐out, and what Weir is eager to
expand upon at the new location in Willow
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Glen. “I may not be steeped in traditional Mexican cook‐
ing, but I know flavors,” she says. Her mission: clean,
fresh flavors with Mexican flair. Weir is also a hands‐on
manager with a perfectionist’s attention to detail. “If I’m
going to put my name on this restaurant, I’ll be there,
tasting every dish that goes on the menu.”

The Restaurateur: 
Larry Mindel
He may be best known locally

for being the powerhouse behind
Il Fornaio, MacArthur Park, Poggio
and Prego, but restaurateur Larry
Mindel has launched dozens of
wildly successful establishments
over his long career. “I always look
for the opportunity to do some‐

thing a little bit different, but a whole lot better, than the
competition,” he says. 

Copita has a special place in his heart. Launched
almost on a lark in 2012, the popularity of the charming
little restaurant in Sausalito took off beyond anyone’s
expectations. It was so successful, in fact, that Mindel
soon began thinking about a new location.

But the setting had to be just right. It was only when
Mindel met Michael Van Every, who was looking for a
restaurant partner worthy of the novel space he was cre‐
ating in Willow Glen that things clicked into place. Once
Mindel scrambled up the ladder to what would become
the rooftop terrace, he knew the vision that he and Weir
shared of an exciting and lively restaurant, one that peo‐
ple would want to visit over and over again, would come
to life.

Mindel expects Copita to be the most vivacious restau‐
rant around, one worthy of a special trip. According to
him, a great restaurant begins and ends with exception‐
al food – a given, considering Weir’s exceptional talent
for creating memorable dishes. Combine that with a
beautiful architectural setting and attentive, profession‐
al service, and you get a place people want to go back to,
whether it’s a casual Tuesday lunch or a special evening
celebration. “When you take that first bite, or that first
sip and go, ‘Wow!’—that’s the moment we live for,” he
says.

Developer Michael Van Every
For developer Michael Van Every, the building that

houses Republic Urban Properties’ new office space and
the restaurant that will set it apart is truly a labor of love. 

Inspired by the gorgeous World Heritage city of San
Miguel Allende, Van Every wanted to recreate the feel of
the lively second‐floor restaurant and entertainment
establishments there that overlook the energetic hum of
the streets below. “Republic wants to create landmarks
that inspire people,” he explains. “We knew that a two‐
story restaurant with a rooftop bar could be a pillar des‐
tination in what is already a great business and enter‐
tainment district.”

He also envisioned an architectural style that would
pay homage to some of San Jose’s most beautiful neigh‐
borhoods. “We wanted to embody a romantic display of
Spanish colonial architecture, the one true architecture
of San Jose that’s done really well and reflected in local
neighborhoods like
the Rose Garden and
Willow Glen,” he says.

Into this setting,
Copita fits perfectly.
“Like Willow Glen,
Copita has charm
and sophistication,”
Van Every notes. He
then adds confident‐
ly, “And, like Willow
Glen, it will have his‐
tory.”

Check for updates
about Copita Willow
Glen, 1098 Lincoln
Ave., on the website,
www.copitarestau‐
rant.com.
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Downtown
Continued from page 1
town Willow Glen offers multiple entice‐
ments. Tucked amidst a residential neigh‐
borhood with an elementary school and
library nearby, customer favorites include
Hicklebee’s bookstore, where famed Harry
Potter author J.K. 

Rowling read “Harry Potter and the Sor‐
cerer’s Stone;” Bertucelli’s La Villa, where
customers purchase the family’s famous
raviolis; and shops like Whatnots & Dodads
that attract residents from nearby neigh‐
borhoods.

Brenda Tirado, a native of the area,
enjoyed window shopping with her daugh‐
ter after sharing lunch at Lincoln Avenue’s
Siena Bistro. Tirado said she’s seen changes
on the avenue, but loves being able to walk
to the restaurants and shopping.

“That’s why we live here,” she told San
José Spotlight. “It’s one of my favorite things
about it.”

Nearby laughter bubbled from the
bustling lunch crowd at Crepevine. Manager
Nuri Ramos said although some days are
busy, the last two weeks have been slow.
After being closed for three months during
the pandemic, Ramos said the inconsistency
in diners is still unnerving. 

“The concern is always there, because we
never know when we’ll have to close again,”
Ramos said.

A newcomer to the scene is Arepas Latin
Cuisine, which opened at the former Taco‐
mania location that recently closed. Owner
Joanna Torres knows it’s risky to open a
new restaurant, especially during a pan‐
demic. She’s counting on her South Ameri‐
can cuisine to brings a new taste to the com‐
munity. So far, the restaurant has seen a
good turnout. Arepas is the only Venezuelan
restaurant in the area.

“People say (the food) has amazing flavor
and they want to try something different,”
Torres told San José Spotlight.  “Around
lunch and dinner time, it gets really crazy. I
think I need a bigger kitchen.”

Hicklebee’s bookstore has been part of
downtown Willow Glen since 1979. With its
walls decorated in storybook characters
and shelves full of books, toys and stuffed
animals, it invites children to play, find a
cozy nook to read or listen to stories told by
renowned children’s book authors. On Nov.
3, author and illustrator Brian Selznick
shared his recent work, “Kaleidoscope.”
Selznick was the first in‐person author the
bookstore has hosted since the pandemic
began.

The bookstore’s loyal customers pivoted
to curbside pickup during the pandemic,

which kept the shop in business. Customers
returned immediately when the store
reopened in July 2020.

Employee Barbara Black said support
never wavered for the shop.

“It’s the people who come in time after
time,” she said. “The community’s been out‐
standing in supporting us.”

Support from city and residents
San Jose Councilmember Dev Davis, who

represents District 6, said the outdoor din‐
ing Al Fresco program she developed with
Mayor Sam Liccardo in May 2020 helped
restaurants survive and brought energy to
the avenue. The program allowed business‐
es, especially restaurants, shuttered by the
pandemic to extend onto sidewalks, parking
lots and closed streets.

“There’s just a really good mix of stores,
places to eat and things to do that make it a
fun atmosphere,” Davis told San José Spot‐
light. “People want to go and spend time
there.”

The San Jose City Council extended the
program to Dec. 31. Davis would like to see
it remain beyond year’s end. 

Outside dining saved Bertucelli’s La Villa.
The Italian deli, which first opened in 1988,
has been owned by the Bertucelli family for
29 years. Owner Patty Bertucelli said
because of outdoor dining, the business
fared fairly well through the pandemic.

“I’m humbled our customers were very
loyal and supported us the entire time,” she
said.

Although Bertucelli didn’t have to lay
anyone off, she lost three employees and
finding new workers remains difficult. She
said she hasn’t been able to fill the vacancies
for six months. 

SusieCakes, which opened five years ago,
had a steady stream of patrons. Most of its
employees are women, and the business
lost a few workers during the pandemic due
to distance learning and childcare issues,
but it’s now doing well, said manager
Rebecca Berroteran.

“People came back to us,” she said. “We’re
the neighborhood bakery so we get our reg‐
ulars and people stop in after lunch for a
sweet treat.”

That loyalty was validated by repeat cus‐
tomer Ursula Carrasco. “The cakes are just
excellent. They’re old‐style like my grand‐
mother made,” she said.

Resident Jane Curry, who has lived in the
area for 30 years, said Willow Glen rivals
Los Gatos. Willow Glen, annexed into San
Jose in 1936, has remained a tight knit, sup‐
portive community. 

“This is a real neighborhood where peo‐
ple know each other,” Curry said. “It’s an
extraordinarily diverse population of peo‐
ple that care about the area.”

Hicklebee’s employee Barbara Black said the community makes it a joy to work there. Photo by Lor-
raine Gabbert.

Times Local News
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Times Local News

“Threshold” – an exploration 
of creation through technology
and aesthetics

T
he City of San José and Mineta San
José International Airport (SJC) wel‐
come the installation of a new art‐

work in the pre‐security Arrivals Hall of
Terminal B. The work is by Philip Beesley
& Living Architecture Systems Group on
Nov. 18. 

The artwork ‐ Threshold ‐ is a pair of
sculptures enclosed in glass display cases,
flanking the airport’s arrival hall. The art‐
work offers a dream‐like display of crys‐
talline rays, clouds, and nest‐like forms,
composed of more than sixty thousand
individually crafted sculptural elements. 

New kinds of digital fabrication were
invented in the artist’s studio for this
work, including innovative heating and
laser‐cutting techniques. Intertwined
throughout the sculpture are clusters of
small glass orbs, filled with prototype liq‐
uids used by researchers investigating
near‐living cells that reflect the surround‐
ing colorful bustle of the airport. 

“The Airport is excited to offer travelers
such compelling art as they arrive and
depart the Bay Area through San José,”
said John Aitken, Director of Aviation at

SJC. “We are always looking for ways to
enrich the airport experience for travelers
and tap into the ingenuity of Silicon Valley.
Threshold does just that, and we appreci‐
ate the investments at our airport in sup‐
port of the arts.” 

“Threshold is an exquisite addition to the
City’s permanent public art collection,
exemplifying innovation at the intersec‐
tion of art and technology,” says Kerry
Adams Hapner, Director of Cultural
Affairs. “The artwork will enrapture air‐
port visitors.” 

Artist Philip Beesley said: "Nature and
technology are intertwined within this art‐
work. Threshold offers a new kind of gate‐
way to Silicon Valley.” 

Permanent public artwork unveiled at
Mineta San Jose International Airport
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SUSAN
BOERNER

(408) 921-7619
compass.com/agents/susan-boerner/

Susan.boerner@compass.com

THERESE 
SWAN

tswan@tswan.com
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

DRE:  01355719

(408) 656-8240

JACKIE 
JONES

(408) 315-6186
www.jackiejonessells.com

jjones@cbnorcal.com

SHAWN ANSARI
& SAHAR BINESH

(408) 529-4574
shawn.ansari@compass.com

(408) 348-9197
sahar.binesh@compass.com

MARK & MADELINE
CHIAVETTA

(408) 425-2848
www.thechiavettas.com
info@thechiavettas.com

N. JEANETTE CAMPA
BROKER

408-661-0203 
www.jabez-realty.com

jeanette@jabez-realty.com
Cal BRE 01327014

DEE RAMIREZ
Realtor Lic. #00683945

(408) 440-7617
Dee@DeeRamirez.com
www.DeeRamirez.com
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Times Feature

The Tabard Theatre
Company announces
Holiday Musical 
Revue ‘A Merry Little 
Christmas Cabaret’

T
he Tabard Theatre Company
announces A Merry Little Christmas
Cabaret.  This big band holiday

musical will open to live in‐person audi‐
ences and simultaneous livestream on
December 10 and run through December

19. 
The year is 1964 and the head of the

recording label, in response to deflating
record sales and the growing momentum
of the British Invasion decides to go for a
tried and true strategy to boost the num‐
bers... a Christmas album.  But to get the
record to market in time he has to start
right away!  Who cares if it's the middle of
July in Los Angeles? It's time to get into the
Christmas spirit.  Welcome to this madcap
adventure including yuletide cocktails
and Hawaiian shirts! 

The show will also be available for on‐
demand viewing Dec.20 through Decem‐
ber 31. Single tickets for the play are $19‐

$48. Tabard Theatre is an all‐vaccinated
venue and will be checking proof of vacci‐
nation at the door for in‐person patrons.
Facial coverings are also currently
required.
A Merry Little Christmas Cabaret will fea‐
ture Le Perez, Semhar Gebrat, Bobby
Singer, Lena Heuman, Chris Fernandez
and Stephanie Whigham. Also featured
will be the musical skills of members of
San Jose’s Nineteen Jazz Orchestra.

Details
Tabard Theatre is located in the heart of

historic San Pedro Square in downtown
San Jose. Tickets: $19‐$48. Visit www.
tabardtheatre.org or call (408) 679‐2330.
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some
supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the

school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 
combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 

Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 
Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:

info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

Cost Estimator

JewelryClocks

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-
Demand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Premium Chan-
nels at No Charge for One Year! Any-
time, anywhere. Some restrictions
apply. W/ 24-mo. agmt TV price high-
er in 2nd year. Regional Sports Fee up
to $8.49/mo. is extra & applies. Call
IVS 1-408-688-5490

The bathroom of your dreams for as
little as $149/month! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options available. Qual-
ity materials & professional installa-
tion. Senior & Military Discounts Avail-
able. Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual
in-home consultation now and SAVE
15%! Call Today! 1-844-988-1663
Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-

1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
855-977-5344

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
877-864-3769 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/almaden

Notices

Remodeling

TimesClassifieds

Cost Estimator
Prepare cost estimates for construction projects. 

Master's in civil engineering. 

JKL Construction Services, Inc. 
751 S. Bascom Ave, San Jose, CA 95128

Diamond Auto Detail
San Jose

Has your car or truck lost its luster? Are you embarrassed to
be seen in it? Let us bring back the shine with buffing, polish‐
ing, color sanding, complete interior treatment, engine steam
clean, overspray, paint sealant and more. Appointment is
required, please be sure to call ahead to get on her schedule.

Rocio Salcedo
(408) 294‑4135
74 S Autumn St
San Jose, CA 95110

Auto Detailing
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