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Baxter Memorial Library Creates New 
Bee and Butterfly Discovery Garden

GORHAM -- What started with a 
wish for a few milkweed plants and a de-
sire to talk to children in the community 
about the importance of local pollinator 
plants now has become Baxter Memorial 
Library’s new 1,400 sq. ft. Bee and But-
terfly Discovery Garden.

BML staff applied for and received 
a generous grant from the Maine Public 

Library Fund this spring, and soon plans 
began to take shape. The Department of 
Public Works initially cleared the space 
and brought in fill. O’Donal’s then pro-
vided a personalized on-site assessment of 
the area and designed a garden plan, rec-
ommending numerous plants and shrubs 
known to attract both bees and butterflies. 
With the help of several large compost, 

mulch, and plant deliveries, as well as the 
generous donations of both plants and la-
bor from several members of our commu-
nity, the Garden currently comprises over 
40 types of plants. It includes commonly 
known butterfly bushes, coneflowers, and 
bee balm, as well as perhaps lesser-known 
plants such as hyssop, wild burgenot, and 
joe pye weed. The space provides a vari-
ety of sensory offerings, featuring plants 
of different heights, colors, scents, tex-
tures, and even sounds. It also contains a 
bird bath, a handful of low-bush blueber-
ry bushes, as well as both woodchip and 
stepping-stone paths, which visitors are 
encouraged to enjoy at their leisure.

The next time you’re returning your 
library books or even just walking through 
the village, take a few minutes to swing by 
and take a peek at the new Bee and Butter-
fly Discovery Garden! 

In the near future, the Garden will 
include a sign, designating the space and 
providing some introductory information 
about the importance of pollinators in our 
community. BML hopes to add seating 
stumps for children to use during pro-
grams, perhaps some local art, and a bench 
for rest and relaxation, as well. 

For more information or to inquire 
about volunteer opportunities, please call 
BML at 222-1190. They do ask that mem-
bers of the community communicate with 
them before leaving any garden contribu-
tions.

New Year 
Gorham 2021 

Program 
Information

GORHAM—Gorham Parks and 
Recreation is excited to announce that 
New Year Gorham is ON! Over the past 
several months, the NYG committee has 
been planning, adjusting, recruiting volun-
teers, and inviting top-notch entertainment 
to welcome 2022 with hopeful anticipa-
tion!

The committee is planning in-per-
son activities for kids and performances 
geared for young families, for seniors and 
for in betweens! Here’s a preview of what 
to expect: 

GHS Cafeteria: New Year Gorham 
Café 5-8 p.m. 

Shaw Gym: Wild Life Encounters 
(three shows beginning at 3 p.m.); Mad 
Science (three shows beginning at 3 p.m.); 
Gail Strattard; and other surprises. 

GHS Gym: Dance Studio of Maine 
4 p.m. 

GHS Performing Arts Stage: Don 
Roy (Acadian Fiddling) beginning at 5 
p.m. GHS Music performances beginning 
at 6 p.m.; Antonio Rocha (storyteller ex-
traordinaire) beginning at 7 p.m.; Matt 
Roberts (magic and more) beginning at 8 
p.m. 

GHS Athletic Field: Fireworks at 9 
p.m. 

In order to provide a safe and fun 
event, all activities will follow CDC 
guidelines.

Where to buy $5 admission wrist-
bands: Hannaford in Gorham (99 Main 
Street); Baxter Memorial Library (71 
South Street); Gorham Recreation Depart-
ment (75 South Street - packages avail-
able for families of five or more @ $25). 
For More information please visit: https://
www.gorham-me.org/new-year-gor-
ham-committee/pages/2021-program-in-
formation

Gorham Food Pantry Serves 
Community in Challenging Times

GORHAM -- The Gorham Food 
Pantry is reminding the community that 
though the holidays can be joyful for 
many, the holidays can be challenging for 
others. The Pantry invites any Gorham 
resident in need to utilize its services. 
Its mission is to provide food to Gorham 
residents in need at no cost. They are 
committed to addressing hunger needs in 
an environment that fosters community, 
dignity, and compassion.

The Gorham Food Pantry accepts 
the following as proof of residency: Cur-
rent Section 8 / Subsidized Housing Doc-
ument; Current SS / SSDI / DHS Docu-
ment; Current utility bill.

The Gorham Food Pantry would 
like community members to know that 
it respects client privacy and acknowl-
edges how difficult it can be to ask for 
assistance. After showing proof of resi-
dency and completing the client intake 
form on the client’s first visit, the client 

will sign in confidentially at the front 
desk and have a seat in the waiting room. 
When it is the client’s turn to shop, a vol-
unteer will greet them. With a shopping 
cart, bags, and a quantity guideline sheet 
based on family size, the two will work 
their way through the Pantry, making 
individual choices based on preferences 
and needs. The client picks the foods and 
brands that they want - the options are 
not all decided for the client. Offerings 
may vary from month to month, but cli-
ents always will find a variety of choices, 
including canned goods, dry goods, fresh 
produce, frozen meats, breads, and basic 
toiletries and household items. The Pan-
try strives to provide clients with many 
healthy food and meal options.

Because the face of hunger is ever 
changing, the Pantry’s clients include 
single people, couples, parents with 
young children, large families, senior cit-
izens, men, women, young and old, those 

struggling to get by on fixed incomes, the 
unemployed or under-employed, veter-
ans, the sick and handicapped who can-
not work, as well as individuals who just 
can’t make ends meet. All clients have 
one thing in common: they are hungry 
or face some hunger challenges in their 
lives.

The Pantry would like potential cli-
ents to understand the Pantry does need 
to collect some personal information on 
their client intake form for funding pur-
poses. The Pantry depends on clients to 
be truthful and asks clients to be as accu-
rate as possible with the information they 
provide. The Pantry will keep informa-

See Food Pantry, page 14
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Study as Best  
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the 7th year  
running!
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CHAMPOUX INSURANCE

STEPHEN NAGY
Personal Lines Agent

CHAMPOUX INSURANCE
DELIVERING ON THE PROMISE

416 Sabattus St. ~ Lewiston
(207) 783-2246

www.MaineInsuranceOnline.com

“I take the time to find
the most competitive and
comprehensive personal
insurance package for

each client. That’s how I
deliver on the promise.”

CHAMPOUX INSURANCE is pleased 

to announce that Dick Albert has 

re-joined the Agency Team at 

Champoux Insurance. Please give 

Dick a call and put his 30 years of 

experience to work for you.

Call Today

CHAMPOUX INSURANCE
DELIVERING ON THE PROMISE

150 East Avenue ~ Lewiston, ME 04240
(207) 783-2246

www.MaineInsuranceOnline.com
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   CHAMPOUX INSURANCE

“Protecting your assets, by 
finding the right products and 
pricing, is how I deliver on the 
promise.”

Nicole Lajoie
Licensed Agent

The Champoux Insurance Group welcomes Lynn Lowe 
to the team. Lynn has over 25 years experience. She has 
earned multiple designations throughout her career by 
continuing education to include AINS, AIS, API, CPIA 
& CPIW. Having these designations allows her to help 
identify the needs of each client & their individual 

risks. Lynn enjoys 
using her skills to 
contribute to the 
team environment 
which carries over 
to the client.

Your SecuritY iS our Main concern
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• and more!
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McCreight receives Maine Craft Artist Award

The Maine Crafts As-
sociation (MCA), a state-
wide nonprofit organization 
that builds upon Maine’s 
rich craft traditions by nur-
turing a vibrant, supportive, 
inclusive craft communi-
ty and strong individual 
craft artist practices, has 
named artist, author, and 
educator, Tim McCreight 
of Harpswell, Maine as a 
2021 recipient of the MCA 
Maine Craft Artist Award. 

The award recognizes Mc-
Creight’s commitment and 
dedicated career of service 
to the craft field, as well as 
his high proficiency in the 
technical understanding of 
many aspects of fine craft.

In 2009, the Maine 
Crafts Association began 
to annually honor individ-
ual Maine craft artists in 
recognition of their excep-
tional bodies of work and 
contributions to the field. 

The award bestows pres-
tige and acknowledgment, 
conferring upon the artist’s 
work a distinguishing mark 
of excellence.

The award juror is 
guided by these bench-
marks: excellence in crafts-
manship, inspired design, a 
singular voice or style, and a 
career of service to the field. 
The 2021 awards were se-
lected from many deserving 
peer nominations by MCA 

Founder, Carolyn Hecker. 
Carolyn served as Execu-
tive Director for more than 
a decade, establishing the 
MCA as a statewide organi-
zation and network of craft 
artists. Since founding the 
MCA in 1983, Carolyn has 
remained involved and sup-
portive of the organization 
and craft artists throughout 
Maine.

Perhaps most widely 
known as a leader in craft 
publishing, McCreight 
has produced over twenty 
highly respected texts ded-
icated to the technique and 
design of metalsmithing 
and jewelry making. His 
works are known for their 
comprehensibility and clar-
ity, including The Complete 
Metalsmith, known as a sta-
ple text in most metals’ ed-
ucation programs. The text 
is widely revered by devel-
oping students and accom-
plished craft artists alike. 
His publishing company 
Brynmorgen Press, founded 
in 1985, produces texts on a 
wide variety of craft media, 
written by renowned mak-
ers within the field.  Ad-
ditionally, McCreight has 
created several videos dedi-

cated to teaching techniques 
and has developed apps for 
mobile devices to connect 
with the modern maker. 

Dedicated to fur-
thering the education of 
younger generations of 
metalsmiths and designers, 
McCreight has taught full-
time for over 25 years at in-
stitutions including Maine 
College of Art & Design. 
He has taught hundreds of 
workshops throughout the 
United States, as well as 
internationally, including 
Canada, Japan, Mexico, and 
the United Kingdom. 

McCreight has served 
on several leading boards 
of directors including Hay-
stack Mountain School of 
Crafts, the American Craft 
Council, and our own Maine 
Crafts Association. He has 
also served as the presiding 
member of the board of the 
Society of North American 
Goldsmiths.

In addition to his 
long-standing career as an 
author, craft educator, and 
board member, McCreight 
is the co-founder of the 
Toolbox Initiative, a non-
profit program to correct 
the imbalance of resources 

affecting the jewelers and 
craftspeople in West Afri-
ca. The program accepts 
and distributes donated 
tools and uses funding to 
purchase harder to acquire 
tools for distribution to 
makers.

In a conversation 
about the award recipient, 
Hecker voiced her deep 
appreciation for McCreight 
and his career, stating, “Tim 
McCreight is a legend in 
craft, in Maine of course, 
but far beyond. His work, 
creative voice, and crafts-
manship are only outshone 
by his own expansive career 
in education, leadership in 
developing precious met-
al clay as a craft medium, 
and his admirable Toolbox 
Initiative. His deep dedica-
tion to the field, the artists, 
and the medium is seeming-
ly endless and generously 
shared through his books, 
his initiatives and as an ed-
ucator. I’m grateful to have 
the opportunity to hon-
or his legacy in this way, 
through the Maine Crafts 
Association, where I wit-
nessed the beginnings of his 
incredible career as a peer 
and friend.”

Healthcare Access Reduced 
as Result of Vaccine Mandate

By Nathan Wadsworth
Four weeks ago, 

Central Maine Health 
Care approached a bipar-
tisan group of legislators 

to sound the alarm. Un-
less something was done 
to change the Governor’s 
healthcare worker vacci-
nation mandate, Mainers 
would see a reduction in 
healthcare access. 

In the weeks that fol-
lowed, we have continued 
to see other healthcare 
systems come forward 
and announce reductions 
in services or, in the case 
of some nursing homes, 
outright closure.

This week, we have 
moved past the deadline 
and the full consequences 
from Governor Mills forc-
ing healthcare systems to 
fire providers, rather than 
allowing them to get test-
ed, are only beginning to 
be felt.

Maine General 
Health announced they 
have lost just under 200 
employees.

The President and 
CEO of the Maine Health 
Care Association, which 
represents nursing homes, 
said that five nursing 
homes and one assist-
ed-living facility have 
closed. This means fewer 
beds available in our hos-
pitals since hospitals have 
no place to discharge pa-
tients.  The association 
anticipates that Maine 
nursing homes will ulti-
mately lose up to 10 per-
cent of their workforce.

According to the 
non-partisan Maine Pol-
icy Institute, since July, 
Maine has lost an esti-

mated 10 percent of all 
healthcare workers.

In May, according 
to the CDC Healthcare 
Worker COVID-19 Vac-
cination Dashboard, there 
was a total of 73,593 
healthcare staff both vac-
cinated and unvaccinat-
ed. By September, that 
same dashboard reported 
64,470 healthcare staff 
both vaccinated and un-
vaccinated which is a dif-
ference of 9,123 health-
care staff.

As the CDC reports 
data from October, we 
will begin to learn more 
about the impact this pol-
icy is going having on 
Mainers’ access to health-
care.

See Mandate, page 12
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Guest Column: When Our Students Model 
Kindness, It Is Hard Not To Follow!

By Gorham Superin-
tendent Heather Perry

Before I go too far 
in sharing this specific 
story, I want to be clear 
that these are just two ex-

amples (of many) within 
our schools of how our 
students are modeling for 
all of us how to be kind to 
one another.  I don’t have 
space enough to share all 
the stories...so I thought 
just a few examples might 
do the trick!

At Village Elemen-
tary School, Mrs. Hurd’s 
third grade class has cre-
ated a “Kindness Gar-
den.” Students “planted” 
this garden as part of 
their learning on the top-
ic of empathy.   Students 
wrote phrases and words 
of kindness for anyone 
experiencing a difficult 
emotion.   In addition to 

the garden, there is an 
envelope of flowers that 
students (or staff) may 
“pick” and take with 
them to brighten their 
day!   The students’ hope 
in creating this garden is 
that the walk to pick their 
flowers and the positive 
messages contained in the 
garden will help a student 
(or staff) turn around their 
day if they need it!   The 
students will periodically 
be replenishing the flow-
ers as needed.   What a 
cool idea!  

Another great exam-
ple of our students mod-
eling kindness (and again, 
one of many around this 

district) is the recent sock 
drive led by Narragan-
sett students to benefit 
the Maine Homeless Vet-
eran’s Alliance.   These 
students have collected 
and are now ready to do-
nate 547 pairs of socks, 
28 hats, and 16 pairs of 
gloves to this awesome 
cause helping our Vet-
erans in need across the 
state.

As I walk around the 
district and see our K-12 
students focused on kind-
ness and empathy and the 
other important aspects of 
our District Code of Con-
duct (Respect, Honesty, 
Courage, Compassion, 

and Responsibility), it is 
hard not to follow their 
lead!   I know I for one 

will keep trying!   I en-
courage us all to do the 
same!

Gorham Says Farewell and Congratulations to 
Employees, Robert Burns and Deborah Buker

GORHAM -- On 
Thursday, December 2nd, 
Gorham Public Works staff 
hosted a surprise farewell 
gathering at the Little Falls 

Activity Center honoring 
outgoing Public Works Di-
rector Robert Burns. Bob 
will begin his new position 
on Monday, December 6th 

with the Town of Windham 
as Assistant Town Manag-
er. The Public Works staff 
are grateful for Bob’s com-
mitment and service of 18 
years to the Town of Gor-
ham, and wish him much 

success in his new role.
On Friday, Decem-

ber 3rd, patrons, volunteers, 
Friends of the Baxter Me-
morial Library (BML), 
BML Board of Trustee 
members, Town staff, and 

BML staff congratulated 
Technical Services Librar-
ian, Deborah Buker, on her 
retirement after 33 years 
in her position. Library 
Director James Rathbun 
shared sentimental words 
and thanked Deborah for 

her years of dedication. 
The Library staff also 
thanks Debbie for her im-
measurable contribution to 
the library and community. 
Congratulations to Debbie 
– the staff wishes Debbie a 
blissful retirement!

Special Election
GORHAM -- There 

will be a Special Election on 
Tuesday, January 11th, 2022 
for District 27 (Ward 1-1 and 
1-2). This Special State Elec-
tion has been scheduled due 
to the resignation of Kyle R. 

Bailey. District 27 covers a 
portion of Gorham and Scar-
borough. For more infor-
mation, please visit https://
www.gorhamme.org/home/
news/notice-special-elec-
tion-january-11-2022.

UMaine Extension Offers 
Virtual 4-H Dog SPIN Club
Orono —  Univer-

sity of Maine Cooper-
ative Extension 4-H is 
offering a  Virtual 4-H 
Dog SPIN  (SPecial INter-
est)  Club. This will be a 
short-term, special interest 
club that will meet virtual-
ly once a month from Jan-
uary until June. The first 

meeting is at 9 a.m. on Jan-
uary 22nd.

The club, which will 
focus on all things dogs, is 
open to Maine youth who 
are between the ages of 9 
and 18 by December 31st, 
2021. Participants do not 
need to own a dog; they 
just need to be enthusias-

tic about learning more 
about them. The club also 
is looking for adult volun-
teers who would be inter-
ested in helping plan ac-
tivities. Participants do not 
need to be knowledgeable 
about dogs, just willing to 
help out.

The registration 

deadline is January 7th. 
For more information on 
the club or to register, visit 
the Virtual 4-H Dog SPIN 
Club  page. For more in-
formation or to request a 
reasonable accommoda-
tion, contact 207-942-7396 
or email  sheila.norman@
maine.edu.
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Attean Pond Surf & Turf

By Ron Chase
A surf and turf is one 

of my favorite fall esca-
pades.  It combines three 
of my preferred activities:  
kayaking, mountain hik-
ing, and camping.  This 
year was exceptional be-
cause I was doing it with 
my son, Adam. 

 After considering 
various options, I decided 
to return to Attean Pond 
near Jackman. The intent 
was to kayak around the 
pond and climb Attean 
and Sally Mountains over 
a two day period. I had at-
tempted to accomplish the 
same goal with two friends 
six years earlier with only 
partial success.  Stormy 
weather prevented an as-
cent of Sally Mountain on 

the second day.
Adam and I began 

planning the expedition in 
early October.  Uncooper-
ative weather and his work 
schedule prevented us 
from realizing our objec-
tive until November.  By 
then, the days were short-
er and temperatures much 
colder.  That probably ex-
plained why no one else 
wanted to join us.  Veter-
ans of many two-person 
outdoor adventures in all 
four seasons, we were un-
deterred. 

The weather forecast 
for our two-day excursion 
was cool and sunny, but 
strong headwinds were 
predicted on day one.  Our 
plan was to be at the At-
tean Boat Landing on the 

eastern end of the pond 
just after sunrise in hopes 
of avoiding the most in-
tense gales.  When we ar-
rived, the westerly wind 
velocity already approxi-
mated 10 miles per hour, 
and contrary to the fore-
cast, showers were in the 
area.  A brilliant rainbow 
was a good omen.

An old-timer who 
was probably a few years 
my junior was securing 
boats at the dock.  After 
doubtfully looking us over, 
he observed, “There’s go-
ing to be a big blow out 
there today, hope you boys 
know what you’re doing.”    
Assuring him that we had 
a strategy for dealing with 
the wind, we hurriedly 
loaded our kayaks.

We did, in fact, have 
a game plan to minimize 
the impact of the wind.  
Instead of heading direct-
ly into the westerly gusts, 
we were going to paddle 
southwest for a long mile 
through a congregation 
of islands assuming they 
would provide some pro-
tection.  From there, we 
would proceed directly to 
the south shore.  We cal-
culated that the northwest 
angle of the shoreline 
would allow us to continue 
to our western destination 
relatively unimpeded by 
the anticipated “big blow.”  
We were right and so was 
the old-timer.  While we 
encountered minimal re-
sistance, substantial break-
ing waves were observed 
in the middle of the pond 
that would have been im-
possible to navigate.

Our campsite at san-
dy Hodgman Beach was 
idyllic.  The trailhead for 
the path to one of the two 
Attean Mountain summits 
was a short distance to the 
left.  The Attean Mountain 
Trail can only be accessed 
by water.  After setting up 
camp, Adam and I began 
the trek.  While the narrow, 
seldom-used trail is well-
marked, blowdowns and 
rugged terrain provided a 
very challenging climb, 
particularly the steep boul-
der strewn summit cone.  
Our reward was glorious 
views of the pond and sur-
rounding mountains.  A 
bushwhack to the second 
summit was very unap-
pealing so we decided to 
forego what appeared to be 
a substantial ordeal.

We returned to the 
campsite with sufficient 
time to gather firewood and 
prepare for dinner while 
there was still daylight.  
The chilly evening ended 
with a colorful sunset and 
the following morning 

began with an even more 
spectacular sunrise.  Af-
ter a quick breakfast, we 
packed our kayaks and 
navigated northerly to-
wards Sally Mountain in 
calm waters. 

Prior research in-
dicated the trailhead for 
Sally Mountain began at 
Sally Beach Campsite on 
the northeast shore of the 
pond.  An alternative ac-
cess entails hiking west 
for about two miles from 
the Attean Road in Jack-
man along the Canadian 
Pacific Railway tracks.  
We easily located the 
campsite which was situ-
ated on a sandy beach.

A prominent sign 
identified the beginning 
of our hike.  Another well-
marked trail, this one was 
in excellent condition.  
The path began with a 
gentle incline and then 
climbed more steadily to 
the start of a rocky west 
leading partially exposed 
ridge.  We enjoyed period-

ic views while negotiating 
ledges on the elongated 
escarpment before arriv-
ing at the open summit.  
There were wonderful vis-
tas of the island-congested 
Attean Pond and the lakes 
and mountains of western 
Maine and southern Que-
bec. 

We returned to Sally 
Beach Campsite to dis-
cover a welcome tailwind 
for our paddle to Attean 
Pond Boat Landing.  The 
old-timer wasn’t around to 
witness our safe arrival.

The author of “The 
Great Mars Hill Bank Rob-
bery” and “Mountains for 
Mortals – New England,” 
Ron Chase resides in Top-
sham.  His latest book, 
“MAINE AL FRESCO: 
The Fifty Finest Outdoor 
Adventures in Maine” will 
soon be released by North 
Country Press.  Visit his 
website at www.ronchase-
outdoors.com or he can be 
reached at ronchaseout-
doors@comcast.net.
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Sealcoating • Hot Rubber Crack Filling 
New Installations • Concrete
Reclaimed Asphalt • Loam 

Our premium grade sealer inexpensively 
adds years of life!

Protect your investment with our 
wide range of products!

Roadmark Industries
Mike Willett • 143 Pleasant Street • Auburn

(207) 240-5535

Cancer Resource Center forced
to cancel signature fundraiser 

Photo from Cancer Resource Center of Western Maine of previous years’ Turkey Trot 4 
Hope 4K Run/Walk.

The Board of the 
Cancer Resource Cen-
ter of Western Maine 
(CRCofWM) announced 
that it has cancelled the 
2021 Turkey Trot 4 Hope 
4K Run/Walk, their an-

nual signature fund-
raiser, due to the recent 
COVID-19 variant surge 
and precautionary mea-
sures needed to keep can-
cer patients, adults, and 
children safe.    “Funds 

raised from this signa-
ture event are critical to 
our mission of providing 
programs, resources, and 
support to cancer pa-
tients in western Maine,” 
said Judy Stone, Board 

President. “Last year, 
this event raised nearly 
$20,000 to help cancer 
patients in Oxford coun-
ty and its surrounding 
towns. Cancelling this 
event was necessary; 
however this lack of in-
come will place a sig-
nificant impact on our 
budget. We can’t depend 
solely on grant funding to 
stay open.”

The center has ex-
panded services and pro-
grams from its initial be-
ginnings as a place where 
patients and caregivers 
could drop in to chat 
with a volunteer,  get in-
formation from the lend-
ing  library,    participate 
in creative art projects or 
obtain comfort items and 
wigs.    “Because of grant 
funding, we now have a 
part-time, on-site, oncol-
ogy social worker who 
meets with patients and 
families to identify and 

solve any barriers they 
face,” said Diane Mad-
den, executive director 
of the CRCofWM. So far 
in 2021, we have assisted 
over 100  cancer patients 
and caregivers from all 
over western Maine.  Be-
cause of generous grant 
funding from the Maine 
Cancer Foundation over 
the past two years, we 
have been able to provide 
gas cards and Hannaford 
food cards to help pa-
tients get to their cancer 
treatments in Portland, 
Lewiston and Boston, 
and so they can afford 
healthy foods and vege-
tables to supplement the 
essential foods they re-
ceive at local food pan-
tries. We have also been 
able to offer emergency 
financial assistance for 
specific needs as well as 
free weekly virtual and 
in-person wellness pro-
grams, support groups, 

and complementary ther-
apies.” 

Gene Benner, 
CRCofWM Board Mem-
ber and Chair of the 
Turkey Trot 4 Hope is 
hopeful that local com-
munities will still make 
a donation to the Center 
to help them get through 
this tough year: “We have 
sent letters and dona-
tion envelopes to former 
sponsors and participants 
from past Turkey Trot 4 
Hope  to share how the 
Center has been sup-
porting cancer patients 
and families in western 
Maine and how their con-
tinued support at this dif-
ficult time is crucial.”

Tax deductible do-
nations to the Cancer 
Resource Center can be 
made via credit card on 
their website at  www.
crcofwm.org  or sent via 
mail to: CRCofWM, PO 
Box 263, Norway, Maine.

Collins moves for National Homeless Children Month
U.S. Senators Susan 

Collins (R-ME) and Joe 
Manchin (D-WV) led 12 
of their colleagues in intro-
ducing a bipartisan resolu-
tion recognizing Novem-
ber as National Homeless 
Children and Youth Aware-
ness Month to bring at-
tention to the children and 
youth experiencing home-
lessness across the country. 
In the United States, more 
than 1.4 million students 
experienced homeless-
ness during the 2018-2019 
school year. In Maine, ap-
proximately 2,500 students 
experience homelessness 
each year. 

“Growing up is chal-
lenging enough without 
young people having to 
worry about where they 
will sleep each night. With-
out the proper support, 
these children are at risk of 
dropping out of school and 

are in greater danger of ex-
ploitation. We must make 
sure our nation’s home-
less youth have the same 
opportunity to succeed as 
their peers,”  said Senator 
Collins, Ranking Member 
of the Housing Appropria-
tions Subcommittee. “Our 
bipartisan resolution raises 
awareness for this critical 
issue and recognizes the 
hard work being done by 
businesses, organizations, 
schools, and volunteers to 
prevent youth homeless-
ness.”

“Every child deserves 
to have a roof over their 
head and a warm place to 
sleep at night. Unfortunate-
ly, that is not the case for 
more than 9,500 children 
in West Virginia and over 
a million children across 
the country. We must ad-
dress this heartbreaking 
issue,”  said Senator Man-

chin. “In February, I in-
troduced the bipartisan 
Emergency Family Stabi-
lization Act to create an 
emergency funding stream 
to address children, youth 
and families experiencing 
homelessness. In March, I 
successfully fought to in-
clude $800 million in the 
American Rescue Plan for 
school systems to identify 
and assist homeless stu-
dents in their schools. I’m 
proud to join my bipartisan 
colleagues in designating 
November as National 
Homeless Children and 
Youth Awareness Month to 
bring awareness to this dire 
issue and work to address 
homelessness among chil-
dren and youth.”

“Youth and child 
homelessness is a nation-
al crisis requiring a new 
approach that centers the 
needs of our youngest cit-

izens. NN4Y applauds that 
Senators from both sides of 
the aisle have come togeth-
er in support of this Sen-
ate Resolution. Through 
a cross-system approach, 
we can end child and youth 
homelessness in Ameri-

ca,”  said Darla Bardine, 
Executive Director, Na-
tional Network for Youth.

“Children and youth 
living without a home 
suffer trauma, inequity, 
and instability, yet remain 
largely out of sight. Amer-

ica’s promise of ‘opportu-
nity for all’ requires seeing 
and prioritizing children 
and youth who experience 
homelessness – a large, yet 
often hidden population. I 
am pleased at this federal 

See Homeless, page 12
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Open for curbside pick-up, take out, 
indoor dining, bowling and arcade!
Indoor AND outdoor dining!

Junction Bowl 
American pub-style food and drinks.

Curbside pickup 7 days a week.

Mon-Thur 3pm-10pm • Fri-Sun 11am-10pm

American pub-style food and drinks.

Goat Yoga

WESTBROOK -- 
Ashley Flowers Yoga and 
Smiling Hill Farm continue 
to offer Goat Yoga -- part 
yoga, part goat snuggling, 
all smiles! This is a class 
which is open to all-levels 
and is beginner friendly, 
where you can enjoy mama 
and baby goats romping 
around the pen with you 
while you practice yoga. 

Picture taking, laughing, 
and goat petting are all en-
couraged!

Bring a mat/towel 
or practice on the grass. 
Each session starts with 
15 min of goat snuggles, 
followed by an hour of 
yoga, completed with an-
other 15 minutes of goat 
holding and snuggling. 
There is also the option to 

grab some tasty treats from 
the Ice Cream Barn while 
you’re at the farm.

Classes are held Sat-
urdays from 10:00 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. at Smiling 
Hill Farm, located at 781 
County Rd (Route 22), 
Westbrook, ME 04092. 
For more information, see 
Ashley Flowers Yoga on 
Facebook.

Maine Music Society Chorale’s 
Triumphant Return to Singing

New Artistic Director, Dr. 
Richard Nickerson.

LEWISTON -- The 
Maine Music Society Cho-
rale, directed by Dr. Rich-
ard Nickerson and accom-
panied by pianist Bridget 
Convey, will present its 
holiday concert,  A Season 
of Celebration,  at 7:30 
p.m. on Saturday, Decem-
ber 11th and at 3:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, December 12th at 
the Gendron Franco Center 
in Lewiston.  

This will be the first 
concert since the holiday 
performance of Decem-
ber 2019 – two long years 
ago.  The Chorale’s trium-
phant return to singing 
will include many famil-
iar works featuring Robert 
Shaw’s  Many Moods of 
Christmas, Suite #3  and 
Michael John Trotta’s Glo-
ria.  

Celebrating the holi-
day season with the MMS 
Chorale has become a be-
loved tradition in the L/A 
area, and you won’t want 
to miss the highlight of 
the concert season.  Its 48 
volunteer singers from 
within and around the L/A 
community have been en-
thusiastically rehearsing 
for weeks and are ready to 
make this a performance 

to remember.
Come usher in the 

season by celebrating 
time-held traditions while 
creating new ones.  This 
family-friendly concert 
promises to bring out the 
memories, spirit, celebra-
tion and magic of the holi-
day season.  

All performers and 
volunteers are fully vacci-
nated against COVID-19.  

Audience members 
12-years or older must 
provide proof of vaccina-
tion against COVID-19 
or a negative authorized 
COVID-19 test result for 
admission, and all attend-
ees must be masked while 
in the Franco Center. This 
policy is for our collective 
health and safety, and will 
remain in effect until fur-
ther notice.

For details and tick-
ets, go to www.mainemus-
icsociety.org or by calling 
the business office at 207-
333-3386.   MMS encour-
ages you to purchase your 
tickets ahead of time.

Ticket Information:
  Adult - $22*; Senior 

- $20*; Student - $10*
Children under 12: 

free when accompanied 

by an adult
Group rates: 20% 

off price before handling 
fee for ten or more tickets 
to the same performance 
purchased at the same 
time.

* Handling fee:    $2 
per ticket

The Maine Music 
Society thanks season 
sponsors Hardy, Wolf & 
Downing and the Ladd 
Foundation and the Event 
Co-Sponsors Austin As-
sociates and Cornerstone 
Wealth Planning for mak-
ing this concert possible.

What do you think?
We strongly encourage Letters to the Editor, Op/Eds, 
columns or any other submissions from our readers.
Agree with us or another columnist? Disagree? 
Write to us and let us know!

Email all submissions, including name, address and 
phone number, to the editor.

Follow us on Facebook!
Don’t miss our weekly giveaways!
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             Is the worry about what comes after this life weighing you down? Whatever your faith, 
or if it is absent, you’re a child of God – and ultimately 

Heaven is your home.
A new work by Lewiston playwright and Children’s book author, Paul Baribault

“At its center, this book is about the soul’s climb toward Enlightenment,  
 and how the Earth is a Schoolroom, not a courtroom, in our journey.”

Available on Amazon and @ www.Ourbrillianteternity.com

“The prose is inspired – and inspiring – glowing with inner radiance and kindness.” 
“I felt such a sense of hope when I finished this book.”   From Amazon reviews.

Show Associate Sponsor  Media Sponsors
Sun Journal

Twin City Times
 Turner Publishing

2021-2022 Season Sponsor

www.LACLT.com • (207) 783-0958
Email: box office@laclt.com

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 262, Auburn, ME 04212
Physical Address:  30 Academy St., Auburn, ME 04210

 
 

 

 

Let it Be

Jan 13-16 & 20-23, 2022
A celebration of the music of The Beatles, Let It Be is a story set 
during the civil unrest of the 1960’s. It follows the journey of 
two families, long-time next door neighbors, the Martins and 
the Joneses. Let It Be features such iconic songs as, “Hey Jude,” 
“I Want To Hold Your Hand,” “Help!,” “Yesterday,” “A Hard Day’s 
Night,” “All You Need Is Love,” “Twist and Shout,” and many more!

BENEFITS TO BEING A SUBSCRIBER 

Flex ticket to bring a friend to a show

No hassle ticket exchanges up to 24 hours prior  
to curtain at no additional charge.

Treat yourself to the unparalleled joys of live theater!

L/A Community Little Theatre
  SEASON TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE! SEASON TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE! 

Maine International Film 
Festival Opens Submissions 

WATERVILLE, ME 
– The Maine Film Center 
(MFC) has opened sub-
missions for the 25th  an-
nual Maine International 
Film Festival (MIFF). The 
festival is scheduled for 
July 8-17 and will be host-
ed at Railroad Square Cin-
ema, the Waterville Opera 
House, and online.

This year marks the 
25th  anniversary of the 
festival, which was found-
ed in Waterville in 1998. 
Festival organizers are 
planning for a full-sized 
festival, which screens ap-
proximately 100 films over 
10 days and hosts guest 
filmmakers and audiences 
from Maine and around 
the world. Throughout the 
festival, filmgoers enjoy 
the best of American inde-

pendent, international, and 
classic cinema, including 
several works that might 
not otherwise be screened 
in Maine.

“MIFF has garnered 
a reputation for show-
casing a wide range of 
films every year, includ-
ing works by emerging 
and established Maine 
filmmakers, and the best 
new and restored releases 
of American and world 
cinema,” said Mike Per-
reault, executive director 
of MFC. “We’re honored 
to have a robust and ded-
icated fan base of film 
lovers who have support-
ed us since the beginning, 
and we love growing our 
community each year with 
audiences and filmmakers 
from far and wide. We’re 

excited to be at work craft-
ing our 25th  anniversary 
festival.”

New this year, MIFF 
introduces the Tourma-
line Prizes—named for 
Maine’s state gem—which 
are two juried awards rec-
ognizing the best Maine-
made films of the festival. 
At the closing night of 
MIFF, a $5,000 prize will 
be awarded to the best 
feature film, and a $2,500 
prize will be awarded to 
the best short film. To sup-
port the local filmmaking 
community by offering a 
low-cost means of entry, 
eligible filmmakers can 
receive a 50 percent dis-
count on submission fees. 
More information is avail-
able via the “Submit” link 
at MIFF.org.

The Maine Film Cen-
ter brings world-class in-
dependent film to Central 
Maine through Railroad 
Square Cinema, the only 
Sundance Art House Proj-
ect cinema in Maine and 
the annual Maine Interna-
tional Film Festival, a 10-
day celebration that at-
tracts filmmakers and film 
aficionados from around 
the world, and by deliver-
ing impactful, accessible 
film exhibitions and ed-
ucation programs. MFC 
firmly believes that art and 
culture have the power to 
enrich lives, strengthen 
community bonds, and 
serve as an economic en-
gine. MFC is a division 
of Waterville Creates. 
For more information vis-
it MaineFilmCenter.org.

Dana Wilde’s Winter Publication

Dana Wilde’s beautifully articulated perspective of 
Winter in Maine is shared in this new publication.

North Country Press 
is pleased to announce 
publication of “Winter: 
Notes and Numina from 
the Maine Woods” by Dana 
Wilde. In winter, snow and 
ice are everything. Or used 
to be, until the last few 
years when the effects of 
climate change have be-
come plain to see. In this 
new collection of writings, 
a companion book to Sum-
mer to Fall, Dana pieces 
together frosty images of 
pre-winter stillness, the dis-
appearing and reappearing 
sun, the depths of snow, the 
dog of March, and the once 
and future climate, where 
Maine winters turn out to be 
a climatological barometer. 
This book of funny, wor-
ried, thoughtful, poetic es-
says will help readers keep 
warm through to spring. 
“Winter: Notes and Numina 
from the Maine Woods” by 
Dana Wilde is a softcover 
that spans 234 pages. To or-

der, contact North Country 
Press pnewell@northcoun-
trypress.com, call 207-948-
2208, or visit www.north-
countrypress.com. It is also 
available through Ingram 
and online book sellers. 

Dana Wilde lives in 

Troy, Maine, and writes the 
Backyard Naturalist column 
which appears regularly in 
the Kennebec Journal and 
Morning Sentinel newspa-
pers. He has been a college 
professor, editor, Fulbright 
scholar, and NEH fellow. 

His writings have appeared 
in a wide array of publica-
tions, including The Work-
ing Waterfront, The Maga-
zine of Fantasy & Science 
Fiction, North American 
Review, The Maine Ento-
mologist, and many others.
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American 
Builders

(207) 500-8100 • www.AmericanBuildersMaine.com

Custom Building & Remodeling

You dream it.  

We build it.

Remodel • Kitchens • Bathrooms • Basements
Roofing • Siding • Windows • Garages • Additions

No Money Down • Financing Available

Basement Remodel

Transform your basement to create expanded 

livable space to enhance your home.
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You Don't Need to wait until Spring or Fall to go Hunting Again...

There are several open 
hunting seasons through 
the fall and winter months! 
Targeting a new species 
is an exciting challenge to 
learn something new, an 
opportunity to spend more 
time outside, create memo-
ries with friends and family, 
and to secure delicious table 
fare. You may even find a 
shed deer or moose antler. 
Here are a few hunting op-
portunities to try:

Ruffed grouse
When people think 

of ruffed grouse season, 
they often think of peak 
fall foliage and warm fall 
days, but this season is open 
until December 31st. Ruffed 
grouse is a great target spe-
cies for beginner hunters, 
and there are fewer hunters 
in the month of December, 
providing plenty of oppor-
tunity and snowy views. Try 
walking brushy trail edges 
near beech scrub or soft-
woods, or along streams.

Ruffed grouse and 
bobwhite quail season 
is  September 25th - De-
cember 31st , 2021.

Muzzleloader hunting 
for deer

Muzzleloader season 
increases harvest opportuni-
ty if you haven't tagged out 
already. As the snow falls 
and there are fewer hunters 
in the woods, hunters can 
feel as if they have a hunting 
paradise to themselves. This 
is also usually a great way 
to practice tracking skills. 
Before you go, remember 
to purchase a muzzleloader 
permit.

Muzzleloader state-
wide: November 29th - De-
cember 4th, 2021.

M u z z l e l o a d e r  i n 
WMDs 12, 13, 15-18, 20-
26, 29: December 6th -11th, 
2021.

Gray squirrel
For new, young, and 

food-motivated hunters, 
gray squirrel is an excel-
lent opportunity and (sur-
prisingly) good table fare. 
It's a high-speed hunt and 
good practice for improv-
ing shooting skills.  Gray 
squirrels are common and 
plentiful, so it's a great way 
to build confidence as a 
hunter. 

Gray squirrel season is 
September 25th - December 
31st, 2021.

Snowshoe Hare 
One of the enjoyable 

aspects of hunting in the 
winter is the ability to eas-
ily see fresh animal tracks 
in the snow! Grab a pair 
of snowshoes and  hire a 
guide,  who may have a 
trained dog, for an enjoy-
able winter hunt,  or try to 
find hare located in brushy 
areas and softwoods stands.

Snowshoe hare season 
is  September 25th, 2021 
- March 31st, 2022 in all 
Wildlife Management Dis-
tricts with the exception 
of Vinalhaven Island, Knox 
County which has a season 
end date of February 28th, 
2022.

Predators
Maine predator sea-

sons are long, providing 
hunters ample opportunity. 
Calling is a popular tactic 
for luring in wary preda-
tors.  Many seek the help 
from a registered Maine 
guide where bobcats are 
typically hunted using 
hounds.

Bobcat: December 
1st, 2021 - February 21st, 
2022

Fox: October 18th, 
2021 - February 28th, 2022

Coyote Night Hunt: 
December 16th, 2021 - Au-
gust 31st, 2022

Coyote: Year-round
Other season dates:
M i g r a t o r y  g a m e 

birds: various dates
Pheasant: September 

25th - December 31st, 2021
Raccoon: October 1st 

- December 31st, 2021
Skunk, Opossum: Oc-

tober 18th - December 31st, 
2021

Coyote, Woodchuck, 
Porcupine, Red Squirrel: 

No Closed Season for Hunt-
ing

  Not sure where to 
start?  Consider  hiring a 
registered Maine guide. 
Maine guides are happy 
to hunt with hunters of all 
backgrounds, experience 
levels, and ages. There are 
tons of great blogs and vid-
eos online; never be afraid 
to ask questions, or ask to 
join a friend.

Send all items for
What’s Going On

to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.

Best
Source
for Arts, 

Music and 
Theater!

Your
Hometown Paper.
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GORHAM LITTLE LEAGUEGORHAM LITTLE LEAGUE    
Field Funding CampaignField Funding Campaign

GYBSA is a non-profit 501(c)(3) tax deductible contribution

GORHAM LITTLE LEAGUE  
Field Funding Campaign
The Gorham Youth Baseball & Softball Association is making a large capital investment 
to provide updates and add fields to accommodate practice and game schedules:

          - Develop 2 fields at White Rock

          - Purchase seasonal fence for Shaw Park

          - Repair dugouts and fencing, build storage centers

          - Add infield mix and relevel current fields

          - Acquire tarps and field maintenance equipment

          - Add scoreboards

VISIT: GYBSA.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION, INCLUDING DONATION LEVEL REWARDS

$20K

$50K

DONATE TODAY!

$40K

$30K

VISIT: tinyurl.com/GYBSA-DONATE or 
MAIL TO: GYBSA, PO Box 176, Gorham, ME 04038

Helping Maine Families Stay Warm This Winter
By: Sen. Susan M. Collins
 

A recent report that 
inflation has hit a 30-year 
high confirmed what the 
American people have 
been feeling in their wal-
lets for months.   The 
soaring cost of virtually 
everything, from gasoline 
to groceries, is a growing 
crisis that affects families 
across our nation.

One of the most 
alarming increases is in the 
cost of heating oil, which 
is up by approximately 60 
percent nationally from 
this time last year.   I have 
heard from many Mainers 
who are worried that they 
will not be able to afford 
to heat their homes given 
this increase.   The aver-
age price of heating oil in 
Maine currently is $3.16/
gallon, compared to $2.11/
gallon this time last year.

Unfortunately, the 
cost is expected to rise.  
The U.S. Energy Infor-
mation Administration is 
predicting that families 

that heat primarily with 
propane, natural gas, or 
heating oil could spend 
significantly more on their 
heating costs this winter, 
including spending up to 
94 percent more for house-
holds that use propane.

While the amount 
of heating oil a household 
uses varies greatly, a typi-
cal Maine household will 
spend nearly $1,000 more 
this year on home heating 
oil.   This is a 50 percent 
increase from last year.  
Maine is disproportional-
ly affected by this rise in 
cost since 60 percent of 
Maine’s households use 
fuel oil as their primary 
energy source for home 
heating, compared to only 
four percent of households 
nationally.

I have long champi-
oned the federal Low In-
come Home Energy Assis-
tance Program that helps 
low-income families pay 
their energy bills.   Maine 
was awarded more than 
$35 million in LIHEAP 

funding in early Novem-
ber.  Given the current state 
of energy markets and the 
lingering economic effects 
of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic – and in preparation for 
the cold weather season – I 
am pleased that this fund-
ing appropriated by Con-
gress has been distributed.

Nationwide, an esti-
mated 5.3 million house-
holds received assistance 
with heating and cooling 
costs through LIHEAP in 
2020, including 33,000 
households in Maine.  This 
federal funding is particu-
larly critical this year giv-
en that the average cost 
of home heating will be 
unaffordable for so many 
low-income American 
households. 

In addition to sup-
porting LIHEAP, I contin-
ue to advocate for improv-
ing energy efficiency to 
permanently reduce heat-
ing costs.  Earlier this year, 
I introduced the bipartisan 
Home Energy Savings Act 
to encourage energy-ef-

ficient improvements for 
homes.   This bill would 
help lower energy costs as 
well as carbon emissions 
by expanding and extend-
ing a tax credit.

As one of the 10 Sen-
ators who negotiated the 
bipartisan infrastructure 
package that was signed 
into law in November, I 
advocated for the inclu-
sion of $3.5 billion for the 
Weatherization Assistance 
Program.   This bill funds 
energy efficiency upgrades 
for the homes of low-in-
come families to help them 
reduce their energy bills.  

For every dollar invested 
by the Weatherization As-
sistance Program, $4.50 is 
generated in combined en-
ergy savings and non-en-
ergy benefits such as job 
creation.

I have also taken oth-
er actions to address the 
skyrocketing cost of ener-
gy.     These include lead-
ing a bipartisan letter to 
President Biden urging his 
administration to increase 
domestic energy produc-
tion as well as to release 
inventory from the Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve 
and the Northeast Home 

Heating Oil Reserve.  Fur-
thermore, I have opposed 
the administration’s poli-
cies that have exacerbated 
energy supply issues, such 
as shutting down a key 
pipeline project to bring oil 
from Canada to the United 
States.

Families and seniors 
should not have to make 
the impossible choice be-
tween paying for heat and 
paying for food or med-
icine.   I will continue to 
work to alleviate the seri-
ous hardships many Main-
ers may experience this 
winter.

Send all items for Names & Faces
to the editor.

Deadline is Friday by five pm.
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Mandate
Continued from page 2 Homeless

Continued from page 5
For now, we know 

that reductions in avail-
able healthcare workers 
are causing patients seek-
ing care to be diverted, 
turned away, or having to 
wait extended periods of 
time for the medical pro-
cedures they need.

Delays in ambula-
tory services potentially 
compromise the health of 
us all.

Since the healthcare 
system was already over-
worked and understaffed 
before the Governor’s 
mandate, the situation 
will only get worse. The 
burden on the remain-
ing health workforce has 
increased, and there is 
concern that employees 
will burn out and leave 
for other jobs.  Ultimate-
ly, Mainers will be seeing 
their healthcare systems 
having to do even more 
with less.

Even before we start-

ed hearing from Maine’s 
health providers, legis-
lative Republicans were 
calling out the burdens 
placed on hard working 
Mainers by state and fed-
eral mandates. 

These burdens are 
painful to people just try-
ing to make ends meet 
and go about their daily 
lives. The response from 
the Governor is an unwill-
ingness to change and ad-
just policy to get the state 
out of the way.

The consumer price 
index has risen 5.4 per-
cent in just 12 months.

The average gaso-
line price in Maine is now 
$3.38 a gallon, an eight 
year high.

The federal Energy 
Information Administra-
tion projects that people 
will pay an average of 43 
percent more for heating 
oil and 47 percent more 
for propane than last win-
ter.

People are experi-

encing price increases, 
and are paying more for 
food, housing, automo-
biles, goods, services and 
everyday staples.

Supply chain issues 
continue to lead to short-
ages and delays of items 
that are readily available 
in normal times.

The Democrats in 
charge appear to be un-
able or unwilling to ad-
dress these and other chal-
lenges that directly affect 
our daily lives.

People across the 
country recognize that 
the increased presence of 
government in our daily 
lives is not resulting in 
things getting better. 

Maine has a proud 
commitment to local con-
trol, where our citizenship 
is supposed to mean more 
than paying taxes and vot-
ing; it is a commitment to 
make our towns and com-
munities the best they can 
be. It is a commitment to 
self-government. We need 

to reaffirm that commit-
ment and reduce the in-
terference from the state 
inserting itself into our 
daily lives.

We should protect 
access to healthcare, we 
should empower parents 
in the education of their 
children, and we should 
incentivize work, not pun-
ish it.

Legislative Repub-
licans will continue to 
respectfully advocate for 
these and other policies 
that improve the lives of 
all Mainers.

Representative Na-
than Wadsworth serves 
as the House Republican 
Lead on the Joint Stand-
ing Committee on Energy, 
Utilities & Technology. 
Rep. Wadsworth has a de-
gree in Economics from 
Montana State University. 
Previously he served on 
the Appropriations and 
Financial Affairs Com-
mittee. Rep. Wadsworth 
makes his home in Hiram.

recognition of their plight, 
and hope it is the first of 
many steps in supporting 
their needs, resilience, and 
success. I look forward to 
continuing to work with 
youth, families, advocates, 
businesses, community 
members, and policymak-
ers to ensure that every 
child and youth has the 
opportunity to thrive,” said 
Barbara Duffield, Execu-
tive Director, SchoolHouse 
Connection.

The COVID-19 pan-
demic has compound-
ed children and youth 
homelessness with high 
unemployment, unstable 
living conditions, and job 
insecurity – resulting in 
higher rates of children, 
youth and families expe-
riencing homelessness. 
The COVID-19 pandemic 
also kept many students 
at home during the 2020 
school year, and schools 
struggled to track those 

students experiencing 
homelessness.

The resolution was 
supported by SchoolHouse 
Connection, National Net-
work for Youth, First Fo-
cus for Children, Nation-
al Association of School 
Phycologists, AFT, Na-
tional Association of Sec-
ondary School Principals, 
Family Promise, National 
Alliance to End Homeless-
ness, National Low Income 
Housing Coalition and Op-
portunity Starts at Home 
Campaign.

In addition to Sena-
tors Collins and Manchin, 
the resolution was support-
ed by Senators Ron Wyden 
(D-OR), Maria Cantwell 
(D-WA), Dianne Feinstein 
(D-CA), Chris Coons (D-
DE), Gary Peters (D-MI), 
Mazie Hirono (D-HI), 
Amy Klobuchar (D-MN), 
Maggie Hassan (D-NH), 
Chris Van Hollen (D-MD), 
Lisa Murkowski (R-AK), 
Richard Blumenthal (D-
CT) and Jack Reed (D-RI).

Maine Home 
Values Increased 
in Past Months
L o w e r - t h a n - n o r -

mal inventory combined 
with high demand for sin-
gle-family existing Maine 
homes led to a 10.94 per-
cent decline in sales across 
the state in October 2021 
compared to October 2020. 
Maine Listings today re-
leased statistics indicating 
a 10 percent price increase 
over that same time peri-
od. The median sales price 
(MSP) for existing sin-
gle-family homes reached 
$308,000 in October com-
pared to $280,000 one year 
ago. The MSP indicates 
that half of the homes were 
sold for more and half sold 
for less.

“Despite the low-
er sales volume numbers 
compared to 2020 for each 
month from July through 
October, demand remains 
extraordinary for Maine’s 
residential real estate,” 
says Aaron Bolster, Bro-
ker/Owner of Allied Realty 
in Skowhegan and 2021 
President of the Maine As-
sociation of REALTORS. 
“Available for-sale inven-
tory is significantly low—
56 percent below the pre-
COVID levels of October 
2019. In October of 2019, 

the market had a 4.5-month 
supply of for-sale invento-
ry. In October 2021, we 
experienced a 1.8-month 
supply. Buyers are quickly 
purchasing homes that are 
new to the market.”

Nationally, sales 
of single-family existing 
homes dipped 5.8 percent 
in October 2021 compared 
to October 2020. Accord-
ing to the National Asso-
ciation of Realtors, last 
month’s national MSP of 
$360,800 reflects an in-
crease of 13.5 percent. Oc-
tober sales in the regional 
Northeast declined 13.8 
percent compared to Octo-
ber 2020, while the region-
al MSP rose 6.4 percent to 
$379,100.

“Overall, 2021 con-
tinues to be strong for sin-
gle-family existing home 
sales,” says Bolster. “For 
January – October 2021, 
sales are 5.54 percent high-
er than January – October 
2020, and 11.41 percent 
higher than January–Octo-
ber 2019. The sales years 
of 2019 and 2020 were re-
cord-breakers for Maine. 
With a strong finish this 
year, 2021 will be anoth-
er.”

Send all items for
Names & Faces
to the editor.
Deadline is

Friday by five pm.

Follow us on Facebook!
Don’t miss our 

weekly giveaways!
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Discover The Truth About CDs!   
CD Interest Rates Are At An All Time Low. 

There IS A Safe, Guaranteed Alternative To 
Increase Your Income.  

                                            Call now for a FREE Guide:   

“10 Secrets Your Banker Doesn’t 
Want You To Know” 

 Call Our 24 Hour Order Line  @782-3800 
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                                            Call now for a FREE Guide:   
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There IS A Safe, Guaranteed Alternative To 
Increase Your Income.  

                                            Call now for a FREE Guide:   

“10 Secrets Your Banker Doesn’t 
Want You To Know” 

 Call Our 24 Hour Order Line  @782-3800 

ACCOUNTANT

CHIROPRACTOR

PRINTING

Family Chiropractic Center

1485 Lisbon Street, Lewiston

207.783.0078
www.familychirome.com



Experience Life

23 Goldthwaite Rd. 
Auburn, ME 04210

PO Box 715 
Lewiston, ME 04243

AUBURN SELF STORAGE, LLC

PHONE 376-3325  

Auburn 207-783-9111   Norway 207-743-7777
AustinPA.com

Your Financial Team

SHIPPING

SELF STORAGE

Computer Diagnostics • Yokohama Tires
Repairs • Alignments • Inspection Station

Gas • Clear K1 • Tune-ups • Brakes • Batteries

260 S. Main St., Auburn • 782-9144 

Dan & Don Poisson
dfpoisson@aol.com

Poisson & Sons 
Auto Care Center, Inc.

The Only Full-Service Gas Station in Auburn!

AUTO CARE

PAINTING

9 N. River Road in Auburn ~ www.AuburnGoinPostal.com ~ 784-9900

MARINE SERVICES

Locally Owned

Marine Service

237 Lewiston Road • Topsham, ME 04086 • (207) 725-5997
www.pontesmarine.com

American 
Builders

Call 207-500-8100
For FREE Estimates

Quality Work with References Available

Custom Building & Remodeling

Fully Insured • 5 Year Workmanship Warranty

Call Tyler
500-8100

Finish Carpenter

CONTRACTORS

Interiors • Exteriors
Free Estimates

WADE J. LIBBY
WJLibbyPainting@gmail.com

Drywall Repair
Pressure Washing

CELL: 207.210.0605

FREE DELIVERY L/A

777-1520
www.sweetpeafloraldesignsme.com

Sweet Pea Des igns
FLOWER SHOPPE

FLOWER SHOPPE

PHOTOGRAPHY WEB HOSTING

CD’S

Executive Portraits • Business photographs • Videos

Bell Studios, Inc.

PHOTOGRAPHY

MASONRY
Jason Hodsdon

JasonHodsdonMasonry@gmail.com

Masonry • Culture Stones
Chimneys • Chimney Cleaning

Repointing & Repairs
Restoration

Stainless Steel Liners

North Monmouth
(207) 215-3557

Fully Insured 
Free Estimates

20+ Years of Experience

Business Directory

Contact us today for possible openings in our 
business directory! Info@TwinCitytimes.com.

Locally Owned
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Calendar
Send your submissions to the Editor. More online.

AUBURN
746 Center Street

Auburn Movie Hotline   — 786-8605
DOORS OPEN AT:

12:00pm

VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR 
CALL THE HOTLINE AT 

786-8605 
FOR SHOWTIMES

WWW.FLAGHIPCINEMAS.COM

The Grange located in Gorham at 33 Wilson Rd. (off rte 237) is inviting you to 
join us at any meeting the first Friday of the month at 7 PM.

Folks willing to put their generous hearts and open hands to raise all of their 
neighbors and community is the goal of the Grange since 1876. The Grange is 
an inclusive nonprofit organization. Local activities include but not be restricted 
to crafts, music, suppers, display at the Cumberland fair and quilts for veterans. 
Our agenda and focus is at the local level determined by the members 
themselves. The historical Grange Hall is the perfect building and location for 
doing any craft. Handicapped accessible, heat, hot water, and full kitchen.

Dues are $26 per year.

Facebook /Gorham White Rock Grange  #380 Web/ mainestategrange.org The 
White Rock is called Subordinate grange. Use right column to locate.

Ph/ 207-839-3946 leave a message.  Please Join Us!

ATTENTION:
THE MEMBERS OF WHITE ROCK GRANGE

ARE NOT ONLY FARMERS
WANTED: PEOPLE WANTED WITH 
NEW IDEAS AND COMMITMENT

tion private and safe, and 
asks that clients respect 
other clients’ privacy by 
following the Confidential 
Sign-In procedure.

The Pantry may be 
visited once (1 time) per 
month, but clients can 
contact the Pantry if needs 
are greater than that. A 
typical visit to the Pantry 
will provide approximate-
ly one week’s worth of 
groceries.

Anyone in need is 
encouraged to contact The 
Gorham Food Pantry, lo-
cated at 299 Main Street 
in Gorham. The Pantry is 
open from 10 a.m. to noon 
on Thursdays. For more 
information, see https://
sites.google.com/view/
gorhamfoodpantry/home 
or call 207-222-4351.

Food Pantry
Continued from page 1

Thursday, December 16 
GORHAM –Tenta-

tive Recurring CIP Meet-
ing. Room TBD at 6:30 
p.m. 

Thursday, December 16
GORHAM –Ten-

tative Board of Appeals 
Meeting Council Chambers 
at 6:30 p.m.  

Tuesday, December 21 
GORHAM –Ten-

tative Recurring Town 
Council Workshop Council 
Chambers at 6:30 p.m.

Friday, December 24 
GORHAM – Munici-

pal Center, Administrative 
Offices & Library closed in 
observance of Christmas. 

Wednesday, December 29 
GREENE – “What 

Do Animals do in Winter?” 
program from 10:00 a.m.-
12:00 p.m. at 303 South 
River Road, Greene.

Friday, December 31 
GORHAM – Municipal 

Center, Administrative Of-
fices & Library closed in ob-
servance of New Year’s Day.

WinterKids Announces Maine Schools Competing in 
the Fifth Annual WinterKids Winter Games in 2022

The 5th  annual Win-
terKids Winter Games 
begins in the new year, 
with 22 schools competing 
statewide to win a total of 
$50,000 for their schools. 
The Winter Games is a 
four-week series of chal-
lenges in outdoor physical 
activity, nutrition, family 
engagement and winter 
carnival starting January 
17th, 2022 and ending on 
February 11th, 2022. This 
is also an Olympic Win-
ter Games year. The first 
annual WinterKids Winter 
Games began in conjunc-
tion with the 2018 Olym-
pic Winter Games.

The winning school 
will receive $10,000, sec-
ond place will receive 
$7,500 and third place will 
receive $5,000 in school-
wide prize ceremonies. All 
competitive schools will 
receive a cash prize based 
on how they finish.

During the last school 

year, WinterKids offered 
an adapted, play-along ver-
sion of the Winter Games 
to accommodate remote 
and hybrid learners. This 
model was so popular, the 
organization is offering it 
again this year. Altogeth-
er, 4,000 children and 340 
teachers will participate in 
the competitive track of the 
Winter Games for a chance 
to win cash, while an ad-
ditional 6,000 students 
and 100 teachers will play 
along and receive incen-
tives and a chance to win 
weekly prizes.

“We are thrilled to 
offer a fun, active way to 
engage all kids in outdoor 
learning throughout the 
winter,” said Julie Mulk-
ern, WinterKids Executive 
Director. “This year, the 
Winter Games is focused 
on the Olympic Winter 
Games within the con-
text of celebrating winter 
through outdoor physical 

activity, nutrition, family 
engagement and winter 
carnivals,” said Mulkern.

Embracing outdoor 
learning helps to coun-
teract the negative effects 
of excessive screen time, 
particularly for those in 
elementary school. Win-
terKids provides resources 
for both teachers and par-
ents to get their kids out-
side and active. There is 
also a WinterKids Winter 
Games Facebook group 
for resource sharing and 
downloadable activities on 
the organization’s website 
at www.winterkids.org.

Let the Games begin!
WinterKids is the 

nonprofit organization 
that helps children devel-
op healthy lifelong habits 
through education and fun, 
outdoor winter activity. 
The organization delivers 
innovative outdoor pro-
grams for families, schools 
and communities. Winter-

Kids’ Major Community 
Sponsor is L.L.Bean.  Win-
terKids’ Supporting Spon-
sors are Agren, CMP, Har-
vard Pilgrim Health Care, 
WEX, and WMTW 8 and 
The CW.  The WinterKids 
Winter Games are made 
possible with support from 
Hannaford Snack Pals, 
Backyard Farms, Aroma 
Joe’s, Subway, MMG In-
surance, and Kittery Trad-
ing Post. Learn more at 
WinterKids.org

Send all 
items for

What’s Going On
to the Editor.

Deadline 
is Friday 
by five.

Best
Source
for Arts, 

Music and 
Theater!

Your
Hometown Paper.

Send all items for
Names & Faces
to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.
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Classified Ads

❏ Visa        ❏ Master Card 
Card #                        

Exp. date  ____/____ Signature _____________________________

Name & Address 

Phone: ___________________________________________________

Category: __________________________________________

Headline: ___________________________________________

Ad Info:

Send check or credit card info with completed form to: 
twin city timeS, 9 north river road, #232 auburn, me 04210

or info@twincitytimeS.com  

$10  
40 Words!up 

to 

Per
WeekClassified Ads

Each additional word 25¢

Number of Weeks to Run:

 3 digits # 
on back

Send payment with completed form to our
 bookkeeping office:  9 N. River Road #232

Auburn, ME 04210 or email it to us!

AUTO 
 FOR SALE

2013 Chevy Equinox
Nice, clean, 4 cyl. All 
wheel drive 177,002 miles. 
Four new tires. Call 207-
786-9849 (Stepladder 
Company). Can be seen on 
Uncle Henry’s or Craigslist.

AUTOMOBILE 
STORAGE

Seeking Classic 
Car Storage

Got unused garage bay?
I’m looking for year-round 
storage for a classic car. 
My preference is a location 
near the center of Gorham. 
Please text or leave a 
message: 207 415-2463.

BOOKS
“To College or Not to 
College” is the question 
and this book has the 
answers. Check it out: 
www.authorcaseybill.com.

B o o k  l o v e r s  a n d 
bookstores: looking for 
unique and eclectic books? 
Check out author Casey 
Bell: www.authorcaseybell.
com.

BUSINESSES   
FOR SALE

Working small engine/
outdoor Power equipment 

business. 
Parts inventory B&S, 
Kohler, Tecumseh, MTD, 
Ariens, Toro and more.
Specia l  too ls  and 
equ ipmen t .  Good 
opportunity to expand 
or add to your business. 
Call Glen 207-655-
4635 daytime for more 
information. 

POEM 2 BY 
ANGEL STARCHILD

Jesus is Lord. It’s the 
cry of the Christian. It 
all began, with a mi-
raculous mission. We 
are his servants, and 
he is our Lord. To all 
of the world, we are 
preaching his word.

ESTATE SALE
Estate - Garage

Safe environment - one 
sel ler  with mask and 
gloves. By appointment 
only. One to two people. 
We maintain ten feet 

apart. Two bedroom sets, 
double and queen - wicker 
5 pieces - Bench with 
microfiber cushion. Two 
living room chairs. All plus 
more. All priced low for 
quick sale. (207) 883-0808

FOR SALE
Cutting Boards

I have many different sizes 
of wooden cutting boards 
made from maple, oak, 
walnut, cherry, poplar and 
ash in different designs. 
Priced from $10 to $25. 
Would make very nice 
gifts. Call me at 207-577-
2724. 

HAIR         
SERVICES

Hair at Home! Can’t get 
out to the hair salon? We’ll 
come to you anywhere 
in the L/A area! We offer 
services in the privacy 
of your own home. Great 
rates. 
Excellent service. Call 
cell phone 754-9805 or 
782-1271.

HEALTH &    
FITNESS

DO YOU HAVE CHRONIC KNEE 
OR BACK PAIN? 

If you have insurance, 
you may qualify for the 
perfect brace at little to no 
cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504.

I WOULD 
LIKE TO BUY 
YOUR HOME
I purchase in any 
condition, AS-IS. I can 
close in as little as 21 
days. Not a realtor. 
No realtor fees and I 
pay all typical closing 
costs. Call for a has-
sle-free, all cash offer. 
Ben 207-200-6071.

MEDICAL 
EQUIPMENT

207-375-4627
Aluminum walkers 2 wheels 
folds $20 each. 1–3-wheel 
walker folds $60.

2 wheelchairs $75 each. 1 
Transport chair new $100. 
Extra wide walker 4 wheels 
seat, hand brakes, and 
basket $100. Several canes 
@ $10 each.

PAINTING
Stepladder Enterprise 

Painting Co.
Interior & Exterior. 

D r y w a l l  re p a i r,  p a i n t 
and wallpaper. Pressure 
washing. Insured. 20+ years 
in business 207-786-9849.

SENIORS
In Home Care

Visit ing Angels – non-
m e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e 
living. Serving Lewiston/
Auburn and surrounding 
areas.  Providing l ight 
housekeeping, meal prep, 
personal care, errands/
outings. Call for FREE in-
home consultation. (207) 
740-9100. 

LEWISTON SENIOR 
CITIZENS TRIPS 

FOR 2022

WASHINGTON, 
D.C. - APRIL 7 - 13, 
2022

  Trip includes 7 
days and 6 nights - 10 
meals - Two guided 
tours of Washington, 
D.C. memorials.  Eve-
ning guided tour of 
Memorials and Mon-
uments. Admission to 
New Bible Museum.  
Tram ride through Ar-
lington National Cem-
etery, admission to 
George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon Estate 
and so much more. 
Price is  $749.00 per 
person double occu-
pancy with a $75.00 
due upon signing.

N A S H V I L L E 
SHOW TRIP - JUNE 
11-19, 2022

  Trip includes 9 
days and 8 nights -  
14 meals - Grand Ole 
Opry Show - Nashville 
Nightlife Dinner Theater 
- Guided tours of Nash-
ville and Belle Meade 
Historic Site & Winery.  
Admission to the Coun-
try Music Hall of Fame. 
Admission to the Grand 

Ole Opry behind the 
Scenes Tour. Admission 
to Madame Tussauds 
Wax Museum. Price 
is $1,025. per person 
double occupancy with 
a $75.00 deposit due 
upon signing.

MACKINAC IS-
LAND - SEPTEMBER 
10 - 18, 2022

  Trip includes 9 
days and 8 nights - 14 
meals - Guided tour of 
Mackinaw City - Visit to 
Mackinaw City.  Visit to 
Mackinac Island includ-
ing a guided Carriage 
Tour.  Boat ride through 
the Soo Locks and free 
time and sightseeing 
in Sault Sainte Marie.  
Admission to Colonial 
Michillmackinac.    Price 
is $899.00 per person 
double occupancy with 
a $75.00 deposit due 
upon signing.

WHITE MOUNTAIN 
HOTEL AND RESORT 
- DECEMBER 4 & 5, 
2022 -

  Trip includes 1 night 
lodging - 3 meals (Grand 
Sunday Brunch) - 2 
different entertainment 
shows, Austrian Sleigh 
Ride through Jackson 
Village, Chocolate Tour, 
shopping and much 
more. $100.00 deposit 
due upon signing. Total 
price not available at 
this time. 
Fo r  ques t ions  and 
detai led information 
on these trips, please 
call:Claire - 207-784-
0302 or Cindy- 207- 
345-9569.

WANTED
Odd jobs 

and Gig work
Ret i red  teacher  and 
counselor looking for odd 
jobs and Gig work.
Trained and experienced 
in babysitting, Petsitting, 
senior/adult care and 
cleaning.
Contact: Missy 207-253-
9762 or allinoneservices1@
yahoo.com
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DIRECT SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS NEEDED
Full-time in Auburn starting at $16 per hour!

• Career Advancement Opportunities
• Student Loan Assistance 

• Tuition Reimbursement • Generous Paid Time Off 
• Verizon & Sprint Cell Phone Discounts

Please visit www.suprwink.org/careers to learn more!
(207) 871-1211 x2209 or e-mail recruitment@spurwink.org

Fryeburg Academy Candlelight Concerts  

 FRYEBURG — The 
Fryeburg Academy Band 
and Chorus will present the 
annual Candlelight Con-
certs on Sunday, Decem-
ber 12th  at 4:00 and 7:00 
at the Leura Hill Eastman 
Performing Arts Center. As 

always, this is a free com-
munity event, but reserva-
tions are required to attend 
due to limited seating. Vis-
it  www.fryeburgacademy.
org/pac  to make reserva-
tions, or call the box office 
at 207-544-9066. In order 

to keep our doors open, 
facemasks are required 
inside the building during 
all events. The LHE/PAC 
is located at 18 Bradley 
Street in Fryeburg, Maine 
on the campus of Fryeburg 
Academy. 

$273 Million in Unclaimed 
Property that could belong to You

Maine Treasurer, 
Henry E.M. Beck wants 
to remind Mainers that the 
Office of the State Treasur-
er is holding hundreds of 
millions of dollars in un-
claimed property that may 
belong to them. Unclaimed 
property consists of money 
and other financial assets 
that are considered lost or 
abandoned when an owner 
cannot be located after a 
specified period of inactiv-
ity. It includes items such 
as bank accounts, uncashed 
checks, life insurance poli-
cies, unpaid wages, stocks 
and dividends, refunds, 
and safe deposit box con-
tents. Unclaimed property 
does not include real estate, 
animals or vehicles. Mil-

lions of dollars are turned 
over annually to the state 
of Maine by entities who 
cannot locate the owners. 
There is no fee charged to 
process your unclaimed 
property claim. 

The total unclaimed 
funds in Maine 1979-2021 
are $274.4 million as of 
June 30. The total num-
ber of accounts available 
is over 4.0 million. Cash 
that has been received 
for FY21 7/1/20-6/30/21 
was $31.4 million. The 
number of claims paid for 
FY21 7/1/20-6/30/21 was 
28,601 claims: $16.7 mil-
lion. The average claim 
amount was $585.00. The 
largest personal claim paid 
for year 2021 for July 1, 

2020 to June 30 2021 was 
$377,400.00. Just go to 
www.maineunclaimed-
property.gov and search by 
your name.

The Office of the Trea-
surer of State is established 
in Article V, Part Third of 
the Constitution of the State 
of   Maine. The core duties 
of the Treasurer’s Office 
are debt management, cash 
management, trust fund ad-
ministration and unclaimed 
property administration. 
Other major tasks assigned 
to the Treasurer are di-
rectorships on many of 
Maine’s quasi-governmen-
tal debt issuing agencies 
and distributions under the 
Municipal Revenue Shar-
ing Program. 
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