Mayor addresses
recent string of
retail robberies with
use of surveillance
SEE PAGE 4

Peace of mind
High School student starts

Evergreen Dementia Foundation

to help community —

SEE PAGE 6

San Jose’s ADU &
program is a successful /"T

model for speedingup | ?% | '
housing production
SEE PAGE 17

YOUR BEST

SOURCE OF

GOMMUNITY
NEWS FOR

OVER
Y[ARS

Almaden

SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ® ALMADENTIMES.COM

Times

DEC. 10 - DEC. 23, 2021 m VOL. 34, NO. 25

Viraj Pandey

of Almaden
Valley declared
afinalist in the
2021 3M Young
Scientist Lab
Challenge

iraj Pandey of Almaden

‘ } Valley has been de-

clared a finalist in the

2021 3M Young Scientist Lab
Challenge.

Viraj,aseventh grader who
attends Bret Harte Middle
School in Almaden, synthe-
sized and innovatively applied
graphene quantum dots
(GQDs) to help track endan-
gered species.

The 3M Young Scientist
Challenge is the nation’s pre-
mier science competition for
grades 5-8. This one-of-a-kind
video competition has spar-
ked a sense of wonder and
discovery in hundreds of
thousands of students and
enhanced science, innovation
and communication across
the United States.

“This competition is an
amazing opportunity to be
heard and getrecognized and
might take my project to the
nextlevel so I can implement
my idea in a real-world set-
ting and on real test subjects,
“Pandey said. “This could be
the beginning of a long jour-
ney and this challenge might

See PANDEY, page 6

Crime prevention
in Almaden Valley

SJPD Lieutenant Brent McKim said burglaries have recently increased locally as well

as citywide.

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer
Ithough Almaden Valley is a rel-
Aatively safe area, burglaries, car
break-ins and package theft are
still an issue.

Councilmember Matt Mahan said
although residents are fortunate to have
less crime in their neighborhood, any
type of criminal activity makes people
feel violated and unsafe.

San Jose Police Department officers
updated residents on crime prevention
tactics at a Inside City Hall/Almaden
Valley Community Association meeting
in November.

Lieutenant Brent McKim, bureau of
field operations, said burglaries have
recently increased locally as well as city-
wide. As people sheltered in place and
worked from home during the pan-
demic, home and car break-ins and pack-
age theft decreased, McKim said, while
commercial and school burglaries
increased. But as people returned to
work, this trend reversed.

McKim recommends residents take

precautions such as ensuring burglar
alarms are working and cover the sec-
ond story of homes.

“We've had break-ins into the mas-
ter bedroom upstairs where valuable
are stored,” he said. “They enter a win-
dow at the back of the house and no
alarm goes off.”

Lights, Locks and Landscaping

Because of this, SJPD Crime Preven-
tion Specialist Jorge Casillas recom-
mends not hiding valuables or med-
ication in the master bedroom. When
it comes to security, Casillas said resi-
dents should consider their lights, locks
and landscaping. He said burglars don’t
want to spend more than 60 seconds
breaking into a home so anything that
discourages them is helpful, including
having a radio or tv and lights on to
seem like someone’s home.

The officers suggested residents make
sure theirhome surveillance video cam-
eras are working and know how to
download and forward video footage to
the police department so cases can be
solved quickly. (Continued, page 7)

13-year old scientist
develops new scalable,
reusable shipping box

By William Bellou
Publisher

A young San Jose scientist in the making is right here in Silicon
Valley!

Aadrit Talukdar (pictured above), a 7th grader at BASIS Inde-
pendent Silicon Valley, placed in the Top 10 of the 3M Young Sci-
entist Challenge in partnership with Discovery Education.

Aadrit developed a scalable and reusable shipping box that can
be used for online order shipments to reduce or eliminate the use
of oversized boxes and excess packing materials.

Aadrit was among thousands of students participating in the
competition nationwide and only 10 finalists are chosen based on
their passion for science, spirit of innovation and ingenuity, and
effective communication skills.

The 3M Young Scientist Challenge is known as a top event that
brings together young people with new ideas and innovations to
solve problems faced by societies by using engineering and sci-
entific knowledge.

“I've always been interested in exploring new ideas through sci-
entific experiments,” Aadrit said. “Since March last year, life has
been different for me just like everyone else in this world trying
to cope with the COVID-19 pandemic. Our family was relying more
and more on online orders, and I started wondering if there is a
better way to minimize this waste of materials. So I created a scal-
able and reusable shipping box.”

“If I go for post-graduate studies, [ hope to be close to finishing
my work and working on projects that benefit society. I hope to
be a good person and a good citizen,” said Aadrit.

Aadrit said he is very humbled to have been chosen to be part
of this incredible journey.

“I'm very excited to begin working with my mentor, Ms. Mary
Brown, to make my idea a reality,” Aadrit said. “She has already
given me so many insights for the project that I cannot wait to
work on this great adventure.”
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Therese Swan
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Sale Pending

$2,800,000 | 4Bed | 3.5Bath
2875 Sq Ft | 10.114 Sq Ft Lot

Amazing Views from Almaden Country View Estates. Multi-level
home on a quiet cul-de sac with spectacular views from backyard,
kitchen, family room and master bedroom. Living room with
stunning fireplace, formal dining room, kitchen with wood flooring,
tile counters, and plenty of cabinetry, family room with door to

the backyard with fabulous views of the surrounding hills. Three-
car attached garage. San Jose Unified School District: Williams
Elementary School, Bret Harte Middle School and Leland High
School.

The Swan has been the
#1 Agent in Almaden
Valley each year for the
last 12 years as measured
by Dollars per Agent Per
Year. And 2020 was no
exception. She is the only
Almaden Valley specialist
to have been nationally
ranked and recognized
twice by

The Wall Street Journal/
RealTrends for being in
the Top 250 Agents in
the US. Additionally,

) . ——r— — o
Swan is consistently EE ‘ |
among the Top 100 = B =
Agents in the SF Bay : : I] : :

Area.

If you are thinking of - o

selling your home,

now is the time to

start planning. ' — :

Call me as soon as
possible.

COMPASS
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Situated on a quiet street in lovely Blossom Valley, this beautiful home has been updated
with numerous modern touches and features an entertainer’s dream of a back yard. With
plenty of living space and a bright, airy atmosphere throughout, the home allows for
comfortable home living and remote work. Multiple guest rooms can be easily be converted
into any type of room you wish, making this home the ultimate source for letting your
imagination run wild. Close to major thoroughfares, outdoor spaces, shopping, dining, and

more, this home will let you experience South Bay living at its finest.

Home Summary

* Three bedrooms and two full bathrooms
1,556 square feet of living space
Situated on a 6,213 square foot lot
Attached two-car garage
Part of wonderful Blossom Valley community

] ‘-

Direct 4084484488 Cell 4083156186
‘ jjones@cbnorcalcom  www. jackie jonessells.com 1096 Blossom Hill Rd #200, San Jose, CA. 95123

DRE #00595786 x Infofnation eered relable, buf nof gu
2signed, Photogr 1
ight © 2021 BRE Marketing. Inc. All Rights Reserved
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The Untapped Potential of Young Voters:

Online presentation to feature research
project by high school senior Claire Zhu

By William Bellou
Publisher

he League of Women Voters,
T Fremont, Newark, and Union

City is sponsored a recent
online presentation featuring a fas-
cinating research project by high
school senior Claire Zhu.

Zhubecame enthralled with the
idea of whatwould happenifmore
young people voted. Zhu and
league member Julie Dunkle dis-
cussed her groundbreaking work
in student-led voter registration
drives.

The 2020 Presidential election
demonstrated that youth voters
are beginning to emerge as a pow-
erful force in American politics.
Historically young voters have par-
ticipated significantly less than
other age groups in US elections.
However, according to the highly
respected and non-partisan group,
the Center for Information and
Research on Civic Learning and
Engagement (CIRCLE) at Tufts Uni-
versity, 50% of Americans
between the ages 18-29 voted in
the 2020 election. This was one of
the highestrates of the young vot-
ing since voting rights were
extended to 18 year olds in 1972.

A few years ago when Zhu’s
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older sister became eligible to vote
she talked a lot about social and
political issues, including the
importance of voting. Likewise Zhu
tried to talk with her friends about
these issues; however no one
shared her interest in the topic.
She then began looking at the con-
sistently low youth turnoutin pres-
idential elections and to wonder
how the political landscape of our
country would be differentif more
young people voted. So she decid-
ed to independently design and
implement a research project to
answer the question, "How does
Youth Turnout impact Presiden-
tial Elections?"

Her findings show, indeed, youth
turnout can significantly impact
Presidential Elections, especially in
battleground states. Her research
is quite impressive, detailing the
factors thatinfluence youth voting
behavior, and then goes on to offer
five concrete actions to improve
youth turnout.

While conducting her research,
Zhu volunteered with the League
of Women Voters Fremont Newark
Union City (LWVFNUC) Youth
Voter Movement. The program,
developed and coordinated by
league member, Julie Dunkle who
has been highly successful in reg-
istering over 7000 high school stu-
dents to vote.

When asked what was the most
importantlesson learned from her
research project Zhu replied, “I
learned how crucial it is for youth
to be active and connected, espe-
cially in matters where they can
make a big difference. By proac-
tively reaching out to experts and
civic groups, I not only became
more knowledgeable aboutyouth
voting but also the importance of
taking action and advocating for
something you value.” Zhu is now
applying to colleges for next year
with the intent of studying politi-
cal science with an emphasis on
data analysis.
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San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo speaks about a recent string of retail robberies outside Oakridge Mall. Photo by Tran Nguyen

San Jose mayor, law enforcement address recent
string of retail robberies with use of surveillance

By Tran Nguyen
Courtesy of San Jose Spotlight
acing a spate of organized recent retail thefts
F and robberies, San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo and
local enforcement are looking for ways to beef
up security during the holidays—including use of sur-
veillance technology.

“I'mreleasinga proposal with colleagues for invest-
ment in automated license plate readers and other
surveillance tech that will assist in the arrest and
apprehension, as well as deterrence, of several organ-
ized crime rings engaged in burglaries and robberies
we’ve all read about,” Liccardo said last week outside
Oakridge Mall.

The proposal will go before the San Jose City Coun-
cil next week for consideration.

Regional retailers are reeling from a string of organ-
ized thefts and robberies that happened over the
weekend, when large groups of people hit department
stores, cannabis dispensaries, a jewelry shop and
high-end clothing stores.

San Jose car thefts on the rise, beating national
trends In San Jose, thieves struck a Lululemon store
in Santana Row Sunday night, stealing more than
$40,000 in merchandise. At the same time, another
group hit the Westfield Valley Fair mall and took
$7,000 worth of items from a sunglasses store, accord-
ing to the San Jose Police Department. Two people
also attempted to rob Macy’s at Valley Fair last night.
Police have arrested two suspects in the case.

Officials said the recent string of thefts and rob-
beries are coordinated and planned by organized
crime rings.

“The San Jose Police Department has already made
arrests in these retail robberies... and there are more
arrests that are coming,” Santa Clara County District
Attorney Jeff Rosen said. “Prosecutors in my office
have already begun charging and will charge to the
fullest extent of law.”

Rosen also spoke of concerns of copycat thieves in
light of recent robberies.

“I do think these are crimes of opportunity, things
criminals think of as soft targets,” he said. “We’re try-
ing to set the message straight that there are conse-
quences for doing this and you’ll spend a lot of time

behind bars”

Big box stores in San Jose have long dealt with
shoplifting, an issue that started to run rampant after
voters approved Prop. 47 in 2014. The law brings
shoplifting from a felony to a misdemeanor for all thefts
less than $950. Many stores have since adopted poli-
cies prohibiting employees from pursuing shoplifters
to avoid endangering customers and employees.

Liccardo clarified that the penalties for robbery are
much more serious, as that is defined as using force
or threat of using force.

In response to the rash of retail thefts in the Bay
Area, Gov. Gavin Newsom promised Monday the state’s
budget next year will include substantial funding for
cities to address retail theft and called for local may-
ors to “step up” in addressing the issue.

Bay Area prosecutors also announced an alliance
this week to combat the series of organized retail
crimes. The alliance includes San Mateo, Contra Costa,
Alameda, San Francisco, Marin, San Joaquin, San Mateo
and Santa Clara counties. The alliance plans to pool
investigative tools together and share information
among all jurisdictions.

Contact Tran Nguyen at tran@sanjosespotlight.com
or follow @nguyenntrann on Twitter.

Santa Clara County District Attorney Jeff Rosen said SJIPD
has already made arrests in a recent string of retail rob-
beries. Photo by Tran Nguyen.
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COMING SOON

Coming Soon!! Prime Country Club Location
Custom 5 bedroom home with theater room, gourmet chefs kitchen, sparkling pool and

so much more. approx. 4000 SF of living space. This one won’t last long!
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Coming Soon!! Country Club

4 bedrooms, 2 baths, gourmet kitchen and sparkling pool.

Call us for more information about either property.
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1270 Echo Ridge Court - $1,785,000 6933 Castlerock Drive - $2,650,000 854 Bucks Lake Court - $582,000 1299 Littman Drive - $ 2,625,000
represented buyer represented hoth parties represented buyer

WE PUT THE “FULL” IN FULL SERVICE!

Mark’s Mobile: 408.425.2848 Madeline’s Mobile: 408.506.5393

Email: info@thechiavettas.com B Webpage: www.thechiavettas.com
410 N. Santa Cruz Avenuve - Los Gatos, CA 95030  Madeline CaBRE# 01238932 Mark CaBRE# 013764000
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Daleep Singh Pannu, founder of Evergreen Dementia Foundation and Truth Seeker Clothing LTD.

HOLIDAYS AT THE AINSLEY HOUSE

Jﬂagny of Zﬂgef(f?wuiﬁwm

High School student Daleep Singh Pannu starts
Evergreen Dementia Foundation to help community

Holiday Teas, Tours, Boutique, Events, and Fun

NOVEMBER 18-DECEMBER 19, 2021

Holiday Unguided Tours & Boutique:
Thurs-Sun 11am-3pm
Photos with Santa:
Dec 4, 2am-12pm
Holiday Champagne Lunch Teas:

Dec 2-5/ Dec 9-12, 12pm-2pm
Holiday Evening Open Houses and Boutique:
Dec 16 & 19, 5:30pm-8pm

Tea Reservations Open November 1

www.campbellmuseums.com

Toy Drive

Free Workshop
Donate New Unwrapped
TOYS/BOOKS to attend the
FREE Workshop!

Almaden Neighborhood Church
19550 McKean/Rd, San Jose, CA 95120 Dec 1
Saturday10:30AM - 12PM
CALL 408-341-9510 or Email - losgatos@snapology.com
for mare locations and drop off times.

By Kevin Larsen
Times Staff Writer
(( tart with an idea, make it a move-
Sment, then seek it.” This is the
motto of High School student
Daleep Singh Pannu.

He became interested in the world of
dementia when he began noticing such signs
present in his grandfather.

Itis a world he began to explore because
someday he plans to pursue medicine and
explore the neurosciences.

On October 17 after extensive prepara-
tion, he gave a well-received presentation
of what dementia is to those who speak
Punjabi and English at the Sikh Gurdwara
(a community hall and religious center).
His motivation spread awareness about
dementia in the community. The audience
was fascinated.

He began to come to the realization that
the Punjabi culture knew little about this
disease. Pamphlets were handed out and
a follow up question and answer session
was done. He started a new organization
to spread awareness and was brave enough
to state that someday we will find a cure.

He leads people to resources from all
organizations working to educate in help-
ing fight dementia. He setup a clothing com-
pany (Truth Seeker Limited) to fundraise
in which proceeds go to help the organiza-
tions that educate and do research on
dementia

Dementia and me

On his website (truthseekerltd.com)
Daleep Singh Pannu states: “I had to grap-
ple with the reality of my grandfather's
diagnosis years ago. As I struggled to find
the truth and ways to cope, I found that a
few main resources were the most helpful.
So, as a means of thanks, we donate all our

proceeds to those organizations; the
Alzheimer's Association, Lewy Body Demen-
tia Association, and my own group; Ever-
green Dementia Foundation, dedicated to dis-
seminating resources in the Punjabi lan-
guage to help out people in my own com-
munity.”

Clear your fog about a variety of neu-
rodegenerative issues

In his Evergreen Dementia Foundation
website (evergreendementia.org) Daleep
Singh Pannu writes about many in Evergreen
not understanding what dementia is. He
states, “In the US, dementia, Parkinson's,
and Alzheimer's research isn't focused on
in hospitals. It is especially lacking in the
Punjabi diaspora - only about 10% of all cases
are diagnosed in Punjab. Evergreen Demen-
tia is here to change that. An organization
run by a student, Evergreen Dementia uses
videos, pamphlets, and a variety of other
multimedia to fight for the awareness and
rights of those with neurodegenerative dis-
eases, and to clear the fog about these issues
- and maybe even find a cure.”

Then he also writes something heartfelt
and poignant and says, "Dementia is scary.
The thought of being cooped up in a shell
only you can understand, seeing things only
you can see. Demons only you can fight, but
the disease has taken away all your
weapons."

Editor’s Note: Look for more information
from Daleep Singh Pannu in upcoming issues
of the Evergreen Times. He is helping our
community in many ways.

Pandey

Continued from page 1
be the reason I will get there!”

Grand Prize

The top prize in the 2021 3M Young Sci-
entist Lab Challenge is a check for $25,000
along with a one-of-a-kind 2 day/1-night
destination trip Titled: America’s Top Young
Scientist. The top 10 finalists will each
receive $1,000.

When Viraj was asked what he hopes to
be in 15 years, he replied, “I hope to be a
27-year-old scientist working in the field of
physics or chemistry and hopefully con-
tributing to the world through my research.
I believe in applying science to unravel the
puzzles we see in nature. There is still so
much to know, so much to cure, so much to
prove. Maybe I will discover something that
will benefit every human in the world and
every field of science.”
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Times Cover Story

Matt Mahan

SAN JOSE CITY COUNCIL
DASTRICY Y0

Councilmember Matt Mahan said crime makes people feel violated and unsafe.

Crime prevention

Continued from page 1

Mostimportantly, they said to get to know
your neighbors and report suspicious peo-
ple.

“If you see something, say something,”
Casillas said. “It’s up to you and your neigh-
bors to keep your neighborhood safe.”

McKim said a burglary was interrupted
when a neighbor saw someone hop a fence
and called the police. He recommends resi-
dents call 911 if they see a suspicious per-
sonlookingin cars, scoping the area or steal-
ing a package.

“It all starts with the 911 call,” he said. “If
acrime happens to you, call the police. That’s
how we allocate resources and identify crime
trends.”

Reporting details related to a crime or sus-
picious person is essential, Casillas said. For
instance, note the time of day, color and type
of vehicle, if it's missing a hubcap, bumper
stickers or has a cracked window. Be aware
of people’s skin tones, tattoos, piercings, way
of talking and walking, he added.

With the Christmas season have come an
increase in robberies, including at shopping
centers and Oakridge Mall. McKim recom-
mends shopping in pairs, keeping purses
and bag secure and being aware of your sur-
roundings.

“Note people watching you,” he said.
“Crooks want to catch you by surprise. If
you see someone suspicious, report them
to security.”

To prevent crimes of opportunity, Casil-
las recommends hiding a purse, wallet or
package in your trunk before arriving at a
parking lot.

“Hide things before you park and be vig-

Anatomy of a residential burglary:

Burglars typically want to spend no more than
60 seconds breaking into your home.

ilant who may be watching,” he said.

Side shows

Mahan said street racing and side shows
have plagued Almaden Valley with hotspots
by Bret Harte Middle School, Leland High
School and Safeway supermarket on Cam-
den Avenue.

By working closely with the City Council
and District Attorney’s office, SJPD has been
successful in reducing this activity, McKim
said.

He said with resources provided by the
City Council, the police department imple-
mented a racer enforcement detail focused
on racing. Officers are trained to spot rac-
ing activities and empowered to impound
cars and cite offenders. Promoters and
bystanders have been charged as well, he
said.

McKim said officers have written 50-60
citations and towed numerous cars at a sin-
gle event. He said cars can be impounded
for 30 days, and fines start at a few hundred
dollars and increase per infraction.

“If we see a vehicle, we can get a warrant
to tow it wherever it is,” he said. “These are
great tools we can use to tamp this down.”

To increase safety, the police department
recommends residents know their neigh-
bors, create neighborhood associations and
host Neighborhood Watch meetings with
input from police officers.

Neighborhood associations create a sense
of community and give officers a way to com-
municate with residents, Casillas said.

For emergencies call 911. From a cell
phone, for emergencies call 408-277-8911
ortext911. Call 408-277-8900 for past crimes
or to report suspicious activity. Call 408-
535-3500 toreportabandoned vehicles, pot-
holes, broken streetlights, graffiti, illegal
dumping or to schedule a free junk pickup.

S —
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Jorge Casillas

Anything you can do to discourage them or extend the
time it takes for them to break in, will usually send
them somewhere else.
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:%i A PERFECT HOLIDAY GIFT

Great wines pay an homage

to history and heritage

YOUR
ALMADEN
WINE TASTING
AND EVENT
VENUE

23505 ALAMITOS RD

\ |
ALAMITOSVINEYARDS.COM

SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA

Nestled within the hills of historic

New Almaden, the Alamitos Vineyards
Estate enjoys panoramic views of the
Almaden Reservoir, allowing you to explore,
taste, and discover the unique beauty of the
San Jose countryside.

408-380-2230

\

Allergy & Asthma Associates of
Santa Clara Valley Research Center

You might
be the one
we are
looking for!

Do you suffer from asthma, chronic cough,
migraines, or peanut or cat allergy? Renowned
doctors here in the San Jose area are conducting
clinical trials that offer free medical treatment
and compensation ranging from $450-$1600 for

time and travel.

Contact our research center:
408/553-0709
kma@allergycare.com

Visit our website at
www.allergycare.com.
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THE VILLAGES
GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB

The Best Kept Secret in Silicon Valley

e Country Club Living

* 18 and 9 Hole Golf Courses

¢ Tennis, Bocce and Pickle Ball
* Fitness Center

e 4 Swimming Pools with Spa
e Library & Post Office
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Dee Ramirez

Realtor Lic # 00683945

T 408.440.7617

Email: Dee@DeeRamirez.com

SAN JOSE ey .
kW SRR Website: www.DeeRamirez.com

KELLERWILLIAMS Office: 2925 The Villages Parkway * San Jose * CA + 95135
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Times Community News

San José Chamber Orchestra
presents Happy New Year 2022

A Sunday Salon like no other!

an José Chamber Orchestra (SJCO) will
S present Happy New Year 2022 (A Sun-
day Salon like no other!), Sunday, Jan-

uary 2,2022 at 3 p.m. at the St Francis Epis-
copal Church, 1025 Pine Avenue, San Jose.

Musicwill include compositions by Chopin,
Krommer, Jessie Montgomery, Mozart,
Prokofiev, Gershwin and Michael Touchi con-
ducted by Barbara Day Turner. Featured
artists include Jon Nakamatsu, pianist, Jon
Manasse and Alec Manasse, clarinetists.

The Program:

Serge Prokofiev: Overture on Hebrew
Themes

Jessie Montgomery: Strum for string
orchestra

W. A. Mozart: Larghetto from Clarinet
Quintet

Frederic Chopin: Romanze from Piano
Concerto in e minor

Franz Krommer: Allegro from Concer-
to for two Clarinets, opus 35

George Gershwin: I Got Rhythm (arr.
Michael Touchi)

Michael Touchi: Fantasia on Klezmer

Barbara Day Turner, conductor

Maestra Barbara Day Turner is the founder
and music director of the San José Chamber
Orchestra. An ardent advocate for new music,
she has premiered more than 200 new works
with San José Chamber Orchestra alone, as

well as leading the first performances of 5
American operas. Named a 2012 Silicon Val-
ley Arts Council “On Stage” Artist Laureate,
Maestra Day Turner completed 15 seasons
as Music Administrator and Conductor of
the Utah Festival Opera and Musical The-
atre . She has conducted numerous musical
theatre works and operas in the US, and
guest conducted in Germany and Mexico.

Venue

SJCO is now performing at the newly ren-
ovated performance space at St. Francis Epis-
copal Church in Willow Glen. The flexible
purposing of this space is beautiful, inviting
and located in alovely part of town near lots
of great places to eat in the nearby down-
town Willow Glen core. It also is easy to get
tojustoff Highway 280 and Meridian Avenue,
and has ample free neighborhood parking.

Ticket price: $50. Senior $45 for age 62
and above, age 22 and under all seats $15,
proofofvaccination and masks required. No
tickets sold at the door. Tickets and infor-
mation: sjco.org 408 295-4416. Email:
sjco@sbcglobal.net

The seating is comfortable, the room has
greatacoustics, and the in-house keyboards
are excellent.

The San José Chamber Orchestra is fund-
ed in partby grants from the City of San José,
Office of Cultural Affairs and Silicon Valley
Creates in partnership with the County of
Santa Clara and the California Arts Council.

Maestra Barbara Day Turner

IN MEMORY
Sydney Lee
Melbourne

October 23,1936 - November 12 2021
New Almaden

ydney Lee Melbourne passed away
Sfrom lung cancer on Nov. 12, 2021

at the age of 85.

Syd (aka Lee) was born in
San Francisco and was raised
in Daly City and Burlingame,
CA.He was in the great grad-
uation class of 1955. He vol-
unteered for the Army right
after graduation and served
in peacetime Germany. He
wasin the 3rd Armored Divi-
sion and played football. After
the Army, he went on to
Compton College, once again
to play football.

ly, historic and beautiful community.

He was always a great dad who exposed
his daughters to such diverse things and
took his grandsons on many adventures.

Syd was a man of many interests. He
was very knowledgeable about most
sports; the Giants, Yankees, Cal, Olympics,
the Tour de France were special favorites.
He loved vacationing over much of the
west and had a special love for Yosemite,
wildlife and wildflowers. He ran 10ks, and
a few marathons and hiked many miles
in Quicksilver - often picking
up artifacts and litter along
the way.

He is survived by his wife
of 62 years, Peggy (né Carter),
his daughters Julie Melbourne
- Weaver and Dawna Mel-
bourne and Julie’s son’s Pre-
ston Melbourneweaver (Sa-
mantha) and Lee Melbourne -
Weaver.

Syd had good friends in all
parts of his journey. He will
be missed by many.

Syd met his wife Peggy
while at Compton. He graduated with a
teaching credential from San Jose St. He
taught at schools in the Oak Grove School
District - the longest time at Bernal.

Syd, Peggy and their daughters moved
to their beloved New Almaden in 1970
where they enjoyed 51 years of bliss. Syd
was a much loved member of that friend-

Donations can be made in
Syd’s name to the New Almaden Com-
munity Club PO BOX 4 New Almaden Ca
95042 or donationsin Syd’s honor to spon-
sor a student trip to Washington, D.C. If
you would like to donate, send a check
payable to Bernal Washington, D.C.
Fundraiser c/o Nadene Russell, 613
Heatherkirk Ct., San Jose, CA.

Ry 1
¥ Rebuilding Togety,
“ Wl silicon Valley
2019

Now more than ever, we have come to appreciate the importance of a safe place to call
home. At RTSV, as a nonprofit we are proud to provide critical and safety repairs at no cost
to our local neighbors in need across Santa Clara County. But we can't do it without you.

Ways to get involved

Volunteers Joined us, safely, for Rebuilding Day, April 17 & 24, 2021, as
an individual volunteer or with your corporate or community group.

Contractors We work with contractors that possess CA contractor
specialty (Class C) in painting, plumbing, HVAC, roofing or electrical.

Donate Sign up to sponsor an upcoming neighbor in need build or

donate at www.rtsv.org today

Together, we've
completed 50,000 repairs
for our most vulnerable
community members in
the last 30 years

.

Silicon Valley
Celebrating

o vears [

Rebuilding Together Silicon Valley
408-578-9519
1701 South Seventh Street #10, San Jose CA, 95112

rtsv.org | Facebook | Instagram | Twitter
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Final vote on final three redistricting maps to be held December 14

By Matt Mahan
Special to the Times
hanks to the work of the Redistricting Commission,
Tthe San Jose City Council will be voting on the final
three maps recommended over the next two Council
meetings.

The last two redistricting hearings will occur after 6 p.m.
at the next two Council meetings. This is your final chance
to have your voice heard on this once-a-decade decision. I
encourage all of our neighbors to speak up and be heard.
This decision will impact how the city is shaped for the next
ten years.

In the final meetings of the commission, hundreds of res-
idents called in advocating for two of the three maps being
presented to Council. Some, including the South Bay Labor
Council, created the Unity map which proposes the most
aggressive changes to our city boundaries. If adopted, Dis-
trict 10 would lose the VEP Community Association (Vista
Park, Carson and Parkview) and surrounding neighbor-
hoods in the northern third of the district and would pick
up about one-third of District 2, stretching south along the
Santa Teresa Ridge. With this map, the downtown area

would also be split across two districts, reduc-
ing its voice in the political process, just as we
are seeing significant new investment in our
urban core. Willow Glen and other neighbor-
hoods may be splitbetween these two districts.
The Unity Map received the least amount of
support by the Redistricting Commission with
atally of 6 - 5.

The other leading map is the Community Map.
This map prioritizes keeping together “com-

0), it appears that the Community and Unity
Maps are the top two contenders that are being
called for by the public. Again, this is an impor-
tant opportunity for neighbors to engage and
have their voices heard. Please consider join-
ing the San Jose City Council on December 7th
and 14th after 6 p.m. if you'd like to advocate
for a specific map.

As your Councilmember, I am recommend-
ing that the Council adopt the Community Map,

munities of interest” such as neighborhoods
and commercial zones with similar needs, and
minimizes the number of residents whose rep-
resentation will change when the new map is
adopted next year. Essentially, this map moves
district boundaries at the edges just enough to
rebalance for population growth. The Commu-
nity Map was largely supported by community members
and neighborhood associations with a favorable vote by the
Redistricting Commission of 9-2.

While the Commission’s own D-Map is still moving for-
ward (and received the most votes by the commission 11-

District 10
Report

Matt Mahan
Councilmember,
District 10

as it was clearly powered by people, not poli-
tics. Neighbors from throughout San Jose came
together to put together the Community Map,
and we deserve to keep our neighborhoods
together.

Please feel free to email my office at dis-
trict10@sanjoseca.gov if you'd like more infor-
mation on the upcoming Council meetings, including Coun-
cil agendas, or have feedback for me on any of the items
before the Council.
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Phone: 408-268-8530
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Almaden Law Group
6501 Crown Boulevard, Suite 200

Email: amy@almadenlawgroup.com
www.almadenlawgroup.com
Now accepting all major credit cards

Amy L. Horowitz Attorney at Law

Almaden Law Group provides
estate planning
and probate services.

Amy is committed to delivering high value services
at a reasonable price. She establishes a comfortable,
compassionate and trusting relationship with her clients.

Contact Almaden Law Group
to schedule a free initial
office consultation.

Life-changing
flights flown by
pilots with big hearts

Reid Hillview a critical anchor for “Angel
Flights - Pilots Flying People in Need”

urgent life-saving medical care and no nearby doctor
or hospital can provide treatment.

An Angel Flight volunteer pilot answers the call and
donates their aircraft, piloting skills and time, and all flying
costs to help families in need.

Angel Flight missions include: transportation for patients
needing treatmentand care they cannotreceive locally, doc-
tors traveling to remote areas to render aid, domestic vio-
lence victims needing relocation, veterans traveling for pros-
thetics, and numerous other humanitarian causes.

Reid Hillview Airport has become one of the mostimpor-
tant centers of this humanitarian work with its close prox-
imity to Stanford and University of California - San Fran-
cisco Hospitals.

There are 36 active Angel Flight pilots based at the air-
port and they have flown 1,628 lifetime missions with 120
flights so far through September 2021. Roughly one in six
Northern California Angel Flight pilots call Reid Hillview home.

If developers and their political allies are successful in
closing the airport, far fewer of these lifesaving missions
will be possible.

More information on the community effort to preserve
and enhance Reid Hillview Airport can be found at
www.savereid hillview.org

The call goes out with a request; someone needs non-
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San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo spurs Silicon Valley Reads 2021

support for local businesses with
Launch of #ShopLocalSJ Campaign

ayor Sam Liccardo rang
M in the holiday season

with a campaign to
encourage shopping and dining
at local, small businesses and to
remind business owners of City
resources available to those
struggling from ongoing eco-
nomic impacts of the pandemic
on Friday, Nov. 26.

These initiatives include a vir-
tuallocal business directory and
digital resources for small busi-
nesses.

“Despite the hopes of a robust
recovery from the pandemic,
many small businesses still strug-
gle to stay afloat. By spending
our dollars here in San José this
holiday shopping season, we can
each do our part to show appre-
ciation to the hardworking shop-

Italian American Heritage
keepers and staff that keep our
city vibrant,” said Mayor Sam Lic- . F oun d at i on

cardo. “I encourage everyone to
#ShopLocalS] and support our

small business community.” = .

Asthe holidays approach, poli- "y FE STA D 1 NATALE
cies to support small business- "o /
es include: o

« #ShopLocalSJ, a social media - 12 noon, Thursday, December 16, 2021
campaign to encourage residents . IAHF Hall, 425 N Fourth St, San Jose, CA 95112
to shop and dine locally during :
the holiday season to support
establishments facing continued

financial stress as a result of the MENU

pandemic. Residents are encour- . L. .

aged to post photos and positive Assorted Antipasti with herbed garlic bread;
reviews of local businesses with ; Insalata mista (with marinated artichokes);

the hashtag #ShopLocalS] on
social media.
¢ Digital directory to high-

Pasta Bolognese;
Salsiccia Brasato with Finocchio & green onions;

light small businesses through Y Piselli alla Fiorentina (peas sautéed in creamy
the area. Community members tomato/mushroom sauce with diced ham);
who are not active on social
. . : . Dessert.
media can help identify their
favorite local businesses by vis- Disclosure: This menu may be subject to minor adjustments.
iting siliconvalleystrong. org/ 7 Vegetarian pasta option in butter-sage sauce is available.
shoplocal and submit the busi- | & o
nesses’ information for the online | =S $25 per member; $30 per non-member; and
directory.

$8 per child 7-12 years old

¢ Small businesses that do not
have a comprehensive digital -
presence can connect with Get L s
Virtual for resources and guid- : Open Seatlng
ance free of charge. Get Virtual )
will pair local businesses with e Go online to pay, or call 408-293-7122,
college students trained in entre- e
preneurship, digital marketing,
and web development to build
out their online presence. Busi-
nesses can contact ‘Get Virtual’
by visiting siliconvalleystrong.
org/shoplocal and click on “I
need help getting my business v
online.” i

Individuals interested in lend-
ing their technical expertise to the
program can sign up to help by
contacting info@ getvirtual.org.

or send in a check payable to the IAHF.

After December 14, waiting list only!
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WATER-WISE

The Challenge Of Clay: Hydrophobia

By Matthew Frazier
Garden Center & Nursery
Consultant/Water Manager

nthe years have worked in gar-
Iden centers and nurseries...
Hardware stores and home-
improvement centers with a-
ttached garden centers. One of the
most common conversations [

have had, and continue to have,
with customers, whether they are
contractors, landscapers, home-
owners, renters and etcetera... [s
theissue of purchasing herbicides
and applying large volumes of
these chemicals to their gardens
and landscapes.

The clay soil we have here in

Santa Clara County/Santa Clara
Valley presents several challenges.
One of which is that weeds, also
known as volunteers, emerge
when and where most of us don’t
want them. The temptation is to
spray them with potent chemicals
which promise to eradicate them
and make our gardens and land-
scapes closer to being pristine, at

least for short periods of time.
One of the advices I dispensed
to customers for a very long time
(Continued next page)
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& SAHAR BINESH

COMPASS
(408) 529-4574

shawn.ansari@compass.com

(408) 348-9197
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BOERNER
COMPASS

(408) 921-7619
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Susan.boerner@compass.com

DONNA CASTILLO

Realtor
DRE#02006775

r/é

408-821-1291

homes@donnacastillo.com
Keller Williams

JACKIE
JONES

coLbweLL
BANKECR OO

(408) 315-6186

www.jackiejonessells.com
jjones@cbnorcal.com

MARK & MADELINE
CHIAVETTA

COLDWELL
BANKECR O

(408) 425-2848

www.thechiavettas.com
info@thechiavettas.com

| AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

THERESE
SWAN

COMPASS

tswan@tswan.com

DRE: 01355719

(408) 656-8240

AlmadenTimes Real Estate
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B s DEE RAMIREZ
y .

Realtor Lic. #00683945

kw SAN JOSE
GATEWAY
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(408) 440-7617

Dee@DeeRamirez.com
www.DeeRamirez.com
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408-661-0203

www.jabez-realty.com
jeanette@jabez-realty.com
Cal BRE 01327014
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was to purchase forty-pound bags
of solar salt (water softener salt)
and dissolve the pellets or crys-
talsin boiled water and dump that
solution onto the areas most affect-
ed by weeds, given they would not
be growing anything in that space
for some time. This advice turned
out to be erroneous and harmful.

A term I learned along the way,
in attending classes, in-person and
via Internet, was that salts make
our soil “hydrophobic” or resist-
ant to infiltration. My last article
addressed the challenge of infil-
tration with clay soil. In conjunc-
tion with this challenge is the prac-
tice of using herbicides which leave
harmful residues which impact
beneficial insects and pollinators.

Many of the weeds we see in our
gardens, landscapes, and turf
lawns actually serve a purpose.
Many of them flower and bring
beneficial insects and pollinators.
When herbicides are applied, the
salts within dry out the soil and
make it unfit to let native and nat-
ural vegetation thrive. The idea of
letting weeds emerge is one that
does notbode well with those who
strive to keep their gardens and
landscapes devoid of such plants.

Composts and mulches have
long been advocated as an alter-
native to herbicides. A three-inch
layer of mulch is what was rec-
ommended to me from instruc-
tors of these classes and online
webinars. Sunlight allows the
weed seeds to germinate and
emerge around the plants we do
want. By adding mulch to the areas
around the plants, we allow the
soil to retain its moisture while
minimizing sunlight exposure. A
radius of four to six inches from
the stalks and trunks is what I was
advised.

and trunks of our desired plants
will create a natural and safe alter-
native to a chemical treatment. If
any weeds do emerge, pulling
them will be far easier, given that
the roots will be loosely anchored
in damp or moist soil.

In an earlier article, I advocat-
ed the planting of native flowers,
shrubs, trees, and vines: Those

Times Feature

native to Santa Clara Valley. Or, at
least those native to a compara-
ble climate or zone within Cali-
fornia. Further... Naturally occur-
ring weeds of this valley help pro-
vide food and shelter to beneficial
insects and pollinators. The term
“Insectary Plants” is often used to
describe those plants which actas
conduits for these beneficial
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insects and pollinators.

The challenge many of us face
ishaving enough, or any, free time
to tend to our gardens and yards.
With the pressures of working long
shifts and consecutive days with-
out ample breaks or rest, doing
this is a challenge.

I encourage each and all of us to
spend time in our gardens and

yards, taking the few extra min-
utes, to survey what is occurring.
There is no harm in letting these
volunteers (weeds) emerge and
create an environment which is
conducive to a balance in Nature.
To reach Matthew Frazier, email
kitchenfrazier@hotmail.com
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Gifts for Pets

Photo courtesy of Getty Image:

A Festive Fit
for Reptiles

preading holiday cheer with loving gifts is a

tradition for many people, and families often

include their pets in the fun to make those happy

moments even brighter. Festive apparel, toys,
treats and more can help pet parents show appreciation
to their animal friends throughout the season.

From dogs and cats to reptiles, guinea pigs and
other lovable pets, a retailer like PetSmart has gift
ideas that can delight pets of all shapes and sizes.
Plus, with the option to “buy now, pay later” through
Afterpay, pet parents have more flexible payment
options when shopping online or in stores.

Consider some of this season’s top holiday gifts
for pets, and find even more gift ideas and stocking
stuffers at PetSmart.com or in stores.

The productlabels on these her-
bicides claim the soil will be ready
to plant soon afterwards but in
reality, the chemicals and salts
within these herbicides linger for
a long time afterwards, making
the prospect of growing new flow-
ers, shrubs, trees, and vines a chal-
lenge. These plants may grow but
the quality of the soil will have
been compromised.

When these salts within the her- S 5 =

bicides begin to infiltrate into the : , Y
. dg/},g’/& B’ug]’d} b
M COLLECTION. 4 § %

Comfy pajama sets don’t
just have to be for friends
and family. Fun, seasonal
attire can also help make
reptilian pets a part of the
festivities. Options like this
/ & Bright Lumberjack
me pro. ... T
ir bearded dragon with
warm, comfortable and
adorable outfit you can
easily slip on and off.

A Kitty
Countdown
Advent Calendar

soil, water has a much more diffi-

cult time moving through that soil: Pamper Your Pup

—— ;

Hydrophobia. Using black plastic s FEUNE SO FESTIVE WITH T o it iade e _ with New Shampoo
sheeting in autumn and winter, 1 . T T(' - ) =2 - nice list this year, you BURT’S Freshen your pet’s coat

dcl lastic sheetingi . - \ — /U can include him or BEES before guests arrive with
and clear plastic sheeting In spring 25-Day Advent Calendar for Cats her in the countdown - a 2-in-1 shampoo and
and summer, over these areas : with the Merry & I puppies conditioner. Despite the

i is- Bright Holiday Advent 2-in-1 tearless hustle and bustle of the

affected by weeds, will trap mois Calendar for cats shampoo & season, the Burt’s Bees 2-in-

: : conditioner
featuring a 25-day witn

countdown with one i
toy for each day.

With daily surprises
including glittering ball
and bell toys or catnip,
the calendar provides
plenty of opportunities
for your kitty to hunt,
stalk, swat and pounce
all season long.

ture and cook the weeds below.
After which time we can add a
three-inch layer of mulch and the
disintegrated weeds will add nitro-
gen to the soil.

Ittakes along time to thoroughly
flush the residual salts from her-
bicides. Leaving a layer of mulch
a few inches away from the stalks

| Tearless Puppy Shampoo
& Conditioner can keep your
pet’s coat clean and shiny

all season long. Made with
nourishing buttermilk to
soothe skin and soften fur,
the shampoo allows you to
groom your pet with gentle,
natural ingredients.

oL

95.7% NATURAL

25 COUNT
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Trust Mexico Lindo for your next
group outlng or prlvate party!

Experience the taste of authentic made from scratch Mexican food while dining
at Mexico Lindo for your next group outing or private party! We offer an indoor
and/or outdoor dining experience and a full bar. Our location is the perfect venue
for all of your small and large private dining events including birthday parties,
school reunions, anniversaries, work outings, and more!

5635 Silver Creek Valley Road
San Jose, CA 95123

Reservations: 408.270.5463

Sun - Thursday 11am - 9pm
Friday - Saturday 11am - 10pm

For event info contact: Michelle@MexicoLindoS).com
Follow us on Instagram for updates & weekly specials: @mexicolindosc
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Charlie and the Chocolate Factory

Saturday, January 22, 2022, @2pm
At the San Jose Center for the Performing Arts

Roald Dahl’s amazing tale is now San Jose’s golden ticket! It's the perfect recipe
for a delectable treat: songs from the original film, including “Pure Imagination,”
“The Candy Man,” and “I've Got a Golden Ticket,” alongside a toe-tapping and
ear-tickling new score from the songwriters of Hairspray.

Willy Wonka is opening his marvelous and mysterious chocolate factory...to a
lucky few. That includes Charlie Bucket, whose bland life is about to burst with
color and confection beyond his wildest dreams. He and four other golden ticket
winners will embark on a mesmerizing joyride through a world of pure
imagination. Now’s your chance to experience the wonders of Wonka like never
before — get ready for Oompa-Loompas, incredible inventions, the great glass
elevator, and more, more, more at this everlasting showstopper!

Transportation: On your own
Date/Time: Saturday, January 22, 2022 @2pm
Price: $85
Seats will be assigned when tickets are paid for.

If you are interested in going, email us at dsmith95118@sbcglobal.net or call
Donna at 408.266.4938

Please view the Broadway San Jose’s Safe & Clean Commitment at:
https://broadwaysanjose.com/information/safe-and-clean-commitment/

Trips to Waikiki Beach can be more
irbnb. -

affordable with hotels than with

Report: The top locations where you can save
money by staying in a hotel over an Airbnb

Top 5 US locations where Airbnb
is the most affordable option

over an Airbnb in Yosemite you can
save 68%?

With lodging thought to take up over a
quarter of domestic travel expenditures,
the travel experts at Bounce analyzed the
prices of Airbnb and hotel listings in 80 top
travel destinations, across the US and the
world, revealing the US destinations where
staying in a hotel is the most affordable
accommodation option.

If you're looking to visit the stunning
Hawaiian paradise of Waikiki Beach, you
could save 72.9% by staying in a hotel over
an Airbnb. The average nightly price of a
double hotel room near Waikiki Beach is
just $74, while for a similar Airbnb stay, it
would costyou $271! For a 72.9% markup,
holiday-goers would be better off choos-
ing the traditional option.

Renowned for its clear blue lakes, and
mountains with beautiful views, visitors to

D id you know that booking a hotel

the Grand Teton National Park have no

shortage of things to do, but where you
sleep can have a major impact on your bill.
The research found an overnight stay near
the park would typically cost just $231 in
a hotel but a whopping $847 in an Airbnb.

Ranking third for hotel savings is
Yosemite, which sees an average hotel cost
of $206, in comparison to Airbnb's average
of $646!

You can view the full research here:
https://usebounce.com/blog/hotel-vs-
airbnb

If you're planning a trip to the historical
city of Boston, your wallet would thank you
for choosing to stay in an Airbnb. A night
in a double room of a hotel will typically
cost tourists $397, whereas it’s only $172
for Airbnb. Meaning you could save over
100% by making the right decision.

Home to one of the richest histories of
conservation parks in the country, Zion is
flooded with tourists. Stopping overin a hotel
would dent your wallet more than an
Airbnb. Hotel rates average at $456 per
night, whereas it's almost half the price for
an Airbnb ($284).

Here are the top 10 USlocations where you can save money by stay-

ing in a hotel over an Airbnb.

Average nightly Average nightly

Rank Destination, State Airbnb price hotel price Difference
1 Waikiki Beach, Hawaii $271 $74 73%
2 Grand Teton National Park, Wyoming $847 $231 73%
3 Yosemite, California $646 $206 68%
4 Nashville, Tennessee $612 $202 67%
5 Savannah, Georgia $435 $199 54%
6 Las Vegas, Nevada $567 $281 50%
7 Yellowstone, Montana $456 $229 50%
8 Houston, Texas $277 $143 48%
9 Asheville, North Carolina $346 $205 41%
10 Jackson Hole, Wyoming $513 $336 35%

The research also revealed the top 5 US locations where staying in
an Airbnb is the most affordable option:

Average nightly
Rank Destination, State Airbnb price
1 Boston, Massachusetts $172
Zion National Park,
2 Utah $284
3 Maui, Hawaii $426
4 Seattle, Washington §229

5 Kauai, Hawaii $488

Average nightly
hotel price Difference
$397 131%
$456 61%
$625 47%
$263 15%
$561 15%
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Report: 2021
Holiday Budgets
by US City

ithlastyear’s holiday spending hav-
Wing increased 8.3% despite the

COVID-19 pandemic, the personal-
finance website WalletHub has released its
2021 “Holiday Budgets by City” report, as
well as accompanying videos and expert
commentary.

WalletHub also released its free tool that
calculates personalized holiday budgets for
all WalletHub members between now and
Dec. 25, 2021.

To help consumers avoid post-holiday
regret, WalletHub used several key metrics,
such as income, age and savings-to-month-
ly expenses ratio, to estimate the maximum
spending amounts for consumers in each of
570 U.S. cities.

The following are some highlights from
the report:

Average Consumer Profile of San Jose:

» Monthly Income: $9,133

» Monthly Expenses: $6,288

e Savings: $17,211

o Age: 36.7

¢ Monthly Income-to-Monthly Expenses
Ratio: 1.45

 Savings-to-Monthly Expenses Ratio: 2.74

o Average Holiday Budget for 2021: $1,293

Holiday Budget by the

top 50 US Cities

1 Flower Mound, TX $3,427
2 Sunnyvale, CA $3,085
3 The Woodlands, TX $3,073
4 Sugar Land, TX $3,029
5 Mountain View, CA $2,959
6 Ellicott City, MD $2,950
7 Naperville, IL $2,941

’l 7 . P
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8 Bellevue, WA $2,927
9 Carmel, IN $2,806
10  League City, TX $2,778
11 Milpitas, CA $2,710
12 Allen, TX $2,688
13 Pearland, TX $2,669
14 Maple Grove, MN $2,577
15  Cary, NC $2,541
16 Troy, MI $2,524
17 Plymouth, MN $2,499
18  Arlington, VA $2,434
19  Newton, MA $2,399
20  Columbia, MD $2,379
21 Rochester Hills, Ml $2,338
22  Palo Alto, CA $2,276
23 Arlington Heights, IL $2,260
24 Pleasanton, CA $2,248
25  San Ramon, CA $2,231
26 Weston, FL $2,228
27  Santa Clara, CA $2,219
28  Eagan, MN $2,166
29  Cambridge, MA $2,157
30  Frisco, TX $2,133
31 Shawnee, KS $2,130
32 Alexandria, VA $2,054
33 Plano, TX $2,044
34 Somerville, MA $2,038
35  Livonia, MI $1,998
36 San Francisco, CA $1,981
37 Rockville, MD $1,927
38  Seattle, WA $1,906
39  Highlands Ranch, CO $1,904
40  Kirkland, WA $1,902
41 Centreville, VA $1,892
42 Fremont, CA $1,878
43 Richardson, TX $1,857
44 Fishers, IN $1,834
45 Yorba Linda, CA $1,817
46 Livermore, CA $1,797
47 Qverland Park, KS $1,779
48  Cedar Park, TX $1,770
49  San Mateo, CA $1,767
50  Farmington Hills, Ml $1,753

For the full report, visit:
https://wallethub.com/edu/holiday-bud-
gets-by-city/16912
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Earn up to $20,000 by renting
your RV through RVshare!

Learn more and sign up for free today
> rvrent.org/evrgrn

LIFE LINE SCREENING,

The Power of Prevention

Are you at risk for stroke or
cardiovascular disease?

Screenings are easy, painless and non-invasive.

Call Life Line Screening at
833-334-0139

Special Offer for Readers
5 screening
package for
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SOS Auto REPAIR

408-477-2242
3519 San Felipe Rd., San Jose
www.sosautorepair.com

It’s easy & FREE

to get rid of your junk

SJenvironment.org/junkpickup

Help keep our neighborhood clean!  Report illegal dumping: 408-535-3500
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Ciy of San Joseﬁ pilot project

improves recycling behavior

Services Department has conducted

asuccessful pilot program to improve
residents’ recycling behavior by providing
recycling cart lids with trilingual (English,
Spanish and Vietnamese) labels showing
what is recyclable and what isn’t.

The labels in the pilot were molded into
the cart lids and feature images of recy-
clables and non-recyclables along with
easy-to-understand text in English, Span-
ish and Vietnamese.

The program, conducted this spring, sam-
pled recycling material from nearly 5,000
single-family homes along five collection
routes in north and east San Jose where
the graphic labels had been distributed.
The contamination rates along those routes
dropped by an average of 20 percent.

The citywide contamination rate in 2020
was 51 percent. The average contamina-
tion rate for the 4,767 homes in the pilot
project was 73 percent.

Recycling contamination occurs when
garbage or other nonrecyclable material
is placed inrecycling carts and when recy-
clable containers are not emptied of food
and liquid. It makes sorting recyclables
and finding a market for them more chal-
lenging and expensive for processors,
which can lead to higher rates for resi-
dential customers.

“Our pilot program shows we can make
a big difference in recycling behavior by
providing residents with information right
where theyrecycle,” said Kerrie Romanow,
Director of the Environmental Services
Department. “We will be rolling out more
ofthese cartlids in phases, beginning with
the most contaminated routes.”

The study determined the cart lids with
educational information were particular-
ly effective at decreasing contamination in

The City of San Jose’s Environmental

areas with very high contamination rates.
The largest decrease occurred among 956
households on a route whose contamina-
tion rate, which was 81 percent before the
pilot, dropped by 35 percent.

Recycling contamination worsened dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic, as San José
residents spent more time at home and
generated more waste. During the period
of April-December 2019 to April-Decem-
ber 2020, single-family homes generated:

* 8 percent more garbage

¢ 17 percent more recycling

* 33 percent more recycling residue (non-
recyclable material removed from recy-
clables during the sorting process)

While the amount of garbage increased,
the City did not see an increase in resi-
dents’ requests for larger garbage carts,
which means some residents likely placed
extra garbage in their recycling carts. Envi-
ronmental Services encourages residents
to upsize to a larger garbage cart when
needed and recommends purchasing Extra
Garbage Stickers for occasional use when
they have more garbage than their cart can
handle. Residents can visit sanjoseca.
gov/311,dial 3-1-1 orcall (408) 535-3500
torequestlarger carts. Extra Garbage Stick-
ers are available at City Hall and San José
Safeway and Lucky stores.

The pilot was part of a comprehensive,
trilingual Recycle Right outreach campaign
to inform residents about how to recycle
properly.

Among the campaign’s many features is
San]oseRecycles.org, a website that
includes arecycling guide that shows what
goes where, tips and articles, and a vari-
ety of other resources. The website has
garnered more than 500,000 users since
its 2019 launch.
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San Jose's ADU program is a successful
model for speeding up housing production

By William Bellou
Publisher

What are ADUs?

ADUs are Accessory Dwelling Units and
are also known as granny units, in-law flats,
secondary units, and backyard cottages.
They are now approved by San Jose plan-
ning department due to a severe housing
shortage and can be innovative and afford-
able. Some can install them too for extra
rental income purposes.

While there is currently an intense debate
about the densification of single-family home
zoning to multi-unit zoning, a housing ini-
tiative called “Opportunity Housing”, den-
sification of single-family lots with Acces-
sory Dwelling Units (ADUs) has been legal
for many years.

San Jose City Staffhas created a preap-
proved ADU vendor list and pre-
approved plans to choose from so that
people who are interested in building an
ADU can have trusted plans and con-
tractors to choose from. City staff also
launched a Building Permit Services web-
page in March 2020 to accommodate vir-
tual online appointments. These process-
esareall aimed at streamlining ADU pro-
duction to help alleviate the housing
shortage.

$25,000 grant program launched

There is more good news on ADU'’s.
The California Housing Finance Agency,
CalFHA, has an ADU grant program to

In 2017, San Jose Mayor Sam Lic-
cardo, along with the San Jose City
Council, worked to simplify and
reduce permitting fees of ADUs
as a path to deliver naturally
affordable housing to our hous-
ing stock. Instead of being met
with massive opposition, the com-
munity generally accepted den-
sification through ADUs, so much
so that this program has become
a model for speeding up housing
production.

Some two story ADUs now
approved by City of San Jose

To accelerate ADU production,

SJ City Council reduced regula-
tions to allow for ADUs on small-
er lots, allowed for two-story
ADUs, increased the ADU square
footage limit from 750 sq. feet to
1200 sq. feet, and even allowed
for an amnesty program for unau-
thorized buildings to receive retroactive
approval. For ADUs that are 750 square
feet or below, the State eliminated park
and school fees and the City reduced
additional fees that are normally col-
lected to subsidize low-income housing.

Zero percent loans offered

Earlier this year, the San Jose Scaling
Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) pilot pro-
gram was launched to create an innova-
tive financial program offering a 0% inter-
est loan to 20-30 San Joseans to build
backyard homes. The pilot program is
designed to reduce costs, speed con-
struction, and ease permitting challenges,
according to Mayor Liccardo.

San Jose City staff also came up with
many ideas to streamline the process,
such as assigning an ADU Ally to help
deal with permitting problems and to
educate the public about the process of
building ADUs. The ADU Ally, Sarah Shull,
has conducted numerous community
meetings, both virtual and in-person,
with council members and is currently
producing a video to help prospective
ADU customers understand the impor-
tance of working through our ADU Uni-
versal Checklist.

Photo: actonadu.com

For ADUs that are 750 square feet or below, the
State eliminated park and school fees and the City
reduced additional fees that are normally collected to
subsidize low-income housing.

reimburse up to $25,000 in costs asso-
ciated with the construction of an ADU.
For more information about the CalFHA
Grant program and other ADU resources,
visit the ADU Corner provided by the
Santa Clara County Association of REAL-
TORS®.

Eliminating fees and simplifying the
process have yielded massive increases
in the number of ADUs being permitted
in San Jose. In fact, permits for ADUs
haveincreased from 35 per yearin 2016
to 349 in 2020. This year, the Planning
& Building Department has already
received 350, with an entire quarter
remaining in the year. Thisisa 1000%
increase in ADU permits!

While San Jose’s efforts to spur devel-
opment with their ADU programs may
not solve our housing supply struggles
alone, there is a basic lesson that needs
to be learned by their concerted efforts.
If we want to increase our housing sup-
ply, we need to reduce fees and stream-
line regulations.

Tolearn more aboutthe ADU program,
visit: www.sanjoseca.gov/business/
development-services-permit-center/
accessory-dwelling-units-adus
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ASSISTED LIVING MEMORY CARE INDEPENDENT LIVING HOME CARE
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aPlacefor Alice
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Find the right senior living

option for your mom or dad with

our personalized process
A Place for Mom simplifies the process of finding

senior |iving at no cost to your family. Our service is
free, as we're paid by our participating communities
and providers.

aPlaceforMom.

THE PLACE FOR SENIOR LIVING ADVICE

Connect with us at 1-855-382-2655

ASSISTED LIVING

MEMORY CARE INDEPENDENT LIVING HOME CARE

Mr. Peabody's

The Most Powerful Green Cleaning On the Planet

Carpet & Upholstery Cloaiig®

Complete Carpet Cleaning,
Stone Polishing and Repair

(408) 444-9437
Serving Evergreen Valley since 1999
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Even from a distance,
please support this paper
by supporting our
advertisers.

Please support our
advertisers! They make the
ALMADEN TIMES possible.

ADT
Almaden Law
Almaden Senior Association
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Tech Jargon of the week

Zero Knowledge
Protocol

ave you ever stumbled into a conversa-
H tion where everyone is speaking around

this “techie” word - and even after you've
broken in, it is difficult to understand the unfa-
miliar jargon and acronyms? Well, there’s no
need to sweat it. Let us teach you the meaning
of some commonly used tech words:

Zero Knowledge Protocol

Zero Knowledge Protocol (ZKP) is a way for
doing authentication where no passwords are
exchanged, which means they cannotbe stolen.
This is important in today’s world because it
makes your communications so secure and pro-
tected thatnobody else can find out whatyou're
communicating about or what files you are shar-
ing with each other.

ZKP allows you proving that you know some
secret (or many secrets) to somebody at the
other “end” of communication without actual-
ly revealing it. The very term “zero knowledge”
originates from the fact that no (“zero”) infor-
mation aboutthe secretisrevealed, butthe sec-
ond party (called “Verifier”) is convinced that
the first party (called “Prover”) knows the secret
in question. Why would you need to prove you
know the secret without telling it? When you
don’t trust the other person, but still need to
persuade them that you know it. So, what does
the process look like?

Letusassume thereisablind person and two

balls, one black and one white. You then would
like to prove to the blind person that these balls
are indeed of differing colors without reveal-
ing the individual colors of each ball.

For this, you ask the blind person to hide
both balls under the table and bring one ball
backup foryou to see. After that, he should hide
the ball back under the table and then either
show the same ball or the other one. As aresult,
you can prove to the blind person that the col-
ors are different by saying whether he changed
the balls under the table or not.

Obviously, the other person might think that
you were just lucky and is not yet completely
convinced that both balls have indeed differ-
ent colors. ZKP solve this problem by repeat-
ing the experiment repeatedly. After every
round, your chance of being consistently right
by pure luck goes down by half. So, with 5
rounds, you have a 1 in 32 chance of success-
fully faking. With 10 rounds, itis 1in 1024, and
with 20 rounds, itis about one in a million. This
way one can reach any probabilistic level of
proofthatis desired, although an absolute cer-
tainty can never be achieved.

Actual ZKP do not deal with balls, of course,
but proof the validity of any kind of data. This
includes financial data or personal data (pass-
words, names, etc.).

Summarizing, ZKP protocols are not magic.
But by understanding how they work; you can
add some ‘magical’ security measures to your
architectures.

Do you enjoy reading this column? Send in
your comments or feedback to the author at
shub.saxen@gmail.com. Shubhi Asthana works
as a Research Senior Software Engineer at the
IBM Almaden Research Center, San Jose.

but I’'m never alone.

I have Life Alert.

One press of a button

sends help fast, 24/7,
even when you
can't reach a phone.

Life Alert

For a FREE brochure call:

1-866-405-1873
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"A project this big, this
important, with this
much land and this many
different types of buildings
absolutely needs and
should have affordable
housing on-site,” Shoor
said.

Cambrian Park
Plaza inches
toward
redevelopment

By Lorraine Gabbert
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight
ambrian Park Plaza is a step closer to
C redevelopment with the release of its
draft environmental report.

Located at the intersection of Union and
Camden avenues in San Jose with its iconic
carousel sign, the reimagined single-story
shopping center, which dates back to the
1950s, is along way from approval. An esti-
mated completion date for the proposed
urban village design is not expected until June
2026.

The project is complex and complicated.
[t requires annexation from Santa Clara
County into San Jose, which will begin review
in mid-2022. This will place the develop-
mentinto District9, represented by San Jose
Councilmember Pam Foley.

The 18-acre development also requires
an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) to
address noise and air pollution, traffic and
the impacts onland, vegetation and wildlife.
Residents have can submit public comments
until Jan. 3.

The design will include 305 apartments,
48 single-family homes with 27 attached
accessory dwelling units and 25 townhomes.
The village will also provide a 229-room
hotel, a senior living center and four acres
of open space. Foley has requested the devel-
oper build affordable housing.

Alex Shoor, executive director of Catalyze
SV, which advocates for sustainable, equi-
table and vibrant places, said its members
would like to see the village include a sports
facility, public Wi-Fi and more open space.
Although the group appreciates the vibran-
cy itwill bring, it strongly objects to the lack
of affordable housing.

“Aproject this big, this important, with this
much land and this many different types of
buildings absolutely needs and should have
affordable housing on-site,” Shoor told San
José Spotlight.

The draft EIR found “no significant and
unavoidable impacts” to the environment or
utility systems from this project. It states all
impacts can be reduced to “less-than sig-
nificant” under California Environmental
Quality Act standards by implementing prop-
er mitigation measures.

Some residents remain skeptical. Mary-
lyn Anderson, who has lived in the area for
38 years, said the complex will overwhelm
the neighborhood and utilities.

“Every unit requires more electricity and
water,” she said. “We don’t have enough
water now and have constant brownouts.”

Other residents in the area worry about
trafficand the overall aesthetics of the neigh-
borhood.

Peter Clarke, amember of Friends of Cam-
brian Park Plaza, said residents would like
to see lower building heights and have con-
cerns about increased traffic from com-
muters. He said it’s unlikely people who can
afford to live at the village will choose pub-
lic transportation rather than drive. Clarke
also doesn’t agree with the city’s plans to
add a cut-through street through the pro-
posed park.

“We’d like families to be able to let kids
run around without worrying there’s a
speeding car coming,” he said.

Monica Mallon, chair of the Cambrian Com-
munity Council and San José Spotlight trans-
portation columnist, said the planned retail
and park will attract people in the sur-
rounding areas, creating traffic issues. She
said residents are also unhappy with the
proposed height of the buildings and want
them to be one or two stories.

“In Cambrian, there aren’talot of tall build-
ings,” she said. “I live in a two-story build-
ing, and it stands out.”

The purpose of the EIR is to have a con-
versation, Foley said. She’s hosting a virtu-
al town hall at 6:30 p.m. on Dec. 13, and will
bejoined by city staffand the project’s devel-
opers to provide information and answer
questions.

“It's an opportunity to gain feedback,”
Foley told SanJosé Spotlight. “It'simportant
we listen to our community and work with
them on what they’d like to see. We need to
be thoughtful and hear people’s concerns.”

Cambrian Park Plaza is under new own-
ership as Weingarten Realty was recently
acquired by Kimco Realty Corp., but Kimco
has retained Weingarten to continue the
plaza’s revitalization.

Since 2019, Weingarten has worked close-
ly with Foley’s office on redesigning the plaza
based on resident feedback, Foley said. This
includes moving taller buildings to the cor-
ner, creating underground parking for 1,000
cars to make the space more inviting and
preserving the beloved carousel sign.

Foley envisions the redeveloped Cambri-
an Park Plaza as a walkable community gath-
ering place.

“This is a wonderful opportunity to cre-
ate housing and commercial uses in a sig-
nature project,” she said. “It’'s going to be the
gateway to Cambrian.”
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SOS Aut0 REPAIR

SOS Anniversary Special!
Up to $30 off thru December 2021

Print or mention this ad.

Discount pricing is available on repairs before taxes & any applicable fees. Special discount excludes, oil changes, tires

& batteries. Offer cannot be combined with any other offers. No cash value. Must present coupon or mention this ad

at the time of write-up. Coupon will not be accepted at time of pick-up. One-time use per person only!

Discount program: $10 off ($100-$149); $15 off ($150-$199); $20 off
($200-$299); $30 off ($300 & up).

5

408-477-2242
3519 San Felipe Rd.
San Jose, CA 95135

www.sosautorepair.com

With the
Cambrian Sympheny
Musical Director.

L Scott Krijnen

56 Years of Magic

Avrtistic Director Linda Hurkmans

December10 -12 & 17 - 19
Center for the Performing Arts
Tickets and Additional Information
www.sjdt.org
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| KinderCare

LEARNING CENTERS

Virtual Tours
Available

1081 Foxworthy Avenue,
San Jose, CA 95118

(408) 265-7380

KndeC re offers

ue, expertly designe ed early education programs
e we I:'k to school-age chidren up to age el2,

H for infants as yo 9056
www.Kindercare.com o o ldes preschool and pre-kindergarten programs.
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AlmadenTimes

WHEN JOURNALISM IS
NOT PRESENT TO SERVE
COMMUNITIES, BAD
THINGS HAPPEN.

Trained journalists report authentic,
credible information. And we fight
for those who produce genuine news!

Almaden Times
Serving the community since 1986
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Symphony San Jose presents American Masters: Gershwin, Copland, Bernstein, Ellington Jan. 22-23

can Masters January Jan. 22 at 8:00

p.m. and Sunday, January 23 at 2:30
p.m. at the California Theatre, 345 South
First Street in downtown San Jose.

Four composers, whose works defined
Americain the ‘30s and ‘40s, come togeth-
er on one grand program: George Gersh-
win, Aaron Copland, Leonard Bernstein,
and Duke Ellington.

Copland’s expansive, optimistic Appala-
chian Spring became known as “the quin-
tessential American sound.” In fact, all
four composers could stake that claim.
Gershwin and Bernstein each gave us a
brilliant mix of symphonic music, jazz and
Broadway.

Duke Ellington’s stunning reflection on
Black history from slavery to the Harlem
Renaissance is considered one of the
greatest examples of long-form jazz.
Drawing on the blues, soaring gospel
music, work songs, swing, and more,
Ellington created an all-American orches-
tral masterpiece.

Conductor: Tito Muiioz

The Program:

Aaron Copland: Appalachian Spring

George Gershwin: Cuban Overture

Leonard Bernstein: On the Town

(Three Dances)

Duke Ellington: Black Brown & Beige

Tito Mufioz, conductor: Praised for his
versatility, technical clarity, and keen
musical insight, Tito Mufioz is interna-
tionally recognized as one of the most
gifted conductors on the podium today.
Now in his fourth season as Music Direc-
tor of the Phoenix Symphony, Mr. Mufioz
previously served as Music Director of
the Opéra National de Lorraine and the
Orchestre symphonique et lyrique de
Nancy in France. Prior appointments
include Assistant Conductor positions
with the Cleveland Orchestra, Cincinnati
Symphony Orchestra, Cincinnati Cham-
ber Orchestra and the Aspen Music Fes-
tival.

Long-form Jazz: The Rich Legacy of
Duke Ellington

One of America’s most prolific com-
posers, Duke Ellington is credited with
over a thousand works. He often called
them ‘American Music’ rather than jazz.
Ellington’s 30-year collaboration with
composer-arranger-pianist Billy Stray-
horn produced not only countless songs
but several long-form compositions -
suites more athome in concert halls than
in, say, Harlem’s famed Cotton Club. The
greatest of these is Black Brown & Beige.

Symphony San Jose is supported in part
by a Cultural Affairs grant from the City
of San Jose.

Box office: Call 408.286.2600; www.
symphonysanjose.org Or visit the Box
Office between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday at 325 South First
Street in downtown San Jose, between
San Carlos and San Salvador Streets just
one-half block from the California The-
atre.

Symphony San Jose presents Ameri-

‘1
Al ‘

1517 Foster Court - Almaden Valley
3bed | 2 bath | 1,904 SF | 9,266 SF Lot | $1,748,000

Escape the hustle & bustle of Silicon Valley with this elegant Shea-built home with 1900+ Sq. Ft. of living space, and
a nearly 9300 Sq. Ft. lot. Situated on a quiet cul-de-sac, enjoy modern amenities, luxurious comfort, and a serenely
landscaped backyard, in the prestigious Oak Canyon neighborhood of Almaden. Experience an open concept
modern style chef's kitchen with Cambria quartz countertops, Sapele wood cabinets, smart Bosch appliances, and
Puronics reverse osmosis water filtration system. High tech features include solar power, Haiku ceiling fans, sun
tunnels, whole house fan, Fleck water softener, Samsung W/D, Eternal tankless water heater, and a 3-car garage with
EV charging port & Danby freezer. Other amenities encompass 5/8" Red Oak hardwood floors, Milgard dual pane
windows & doors, plantation shutters, fresh custom paint inside & out, top Union District schools, and proximity to
trails, parks, shopping and FWYs. Buyer to verify square footage (residence & lot) and schools.

Shawn Ansari

REALTOR® | DRE#01088988

MS, e-PRO, Certified SRES,
SFR, Probate

Maximize the value of
your home with
Compass Concierge.

Top Producer, Compass Real Estate

M: 408.529.4574

shawn.ansari@compass.com
www.ShawnAnsari.com

COMPASS

© Compass 2021 | All Rights Reserved by Compass | Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of Califonia operating under multiple entities. License Numbers 01991628, 1527235, 1527365, 1356742, 1443761, 1997075,
1935359, 1961027, 1842987, 1869607, 1866771, 1527205, 1079009, 1272467. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in
price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate. Equal Housing Opportunity.




PAGE 22 m ALMADEN TIMES = DEC. 10 — DEC. 23, 2021

SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ® ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Sk

d

=T RS
= QNN

21

VRN

CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418

Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz

No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!

We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.

Our ministries/activities
include:

* Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.

» A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.

* Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.

Our activities flow from
our core values:

* Extravagant Joy

» Passionate Faith
 Loving Respect

* Deep Connectedness

« Intentional Growth

» Shared Laughter

Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC

6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
WWW.Ccavucce.org.

We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (0&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.

Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion

2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck

Sunday.

Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837

www.bibleroad.org

We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.

Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

The Almaden Senior Association mem-

bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn-
ing opportunities, new experiences, and

new adventures.

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso-
ciation offers discounts and opportunities

to enjoy ...

o exercise classes for all levels of ability;
¢ lunches and other social programs
organized and run by members of the Associ-

ation;

¢ book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
e trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Muse-
um in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120. The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org

At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

Super
denlors

independent - engaged - connected

As a member you're encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non-profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected

We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All

volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa-
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica-
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro-
grams you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that

will enhance your life and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com

SomT

l Evergreen [slamic Center

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,

San Jose CA 95148.
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you".

Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?

A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine book that guides
Muslims to practice Islam.
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak™ the English mean-
ing is " May Allah (swt)
protect you and your family".
Please visit our website to
learn more.

FIRST CHURCH
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose. (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com

Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together. Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds. We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every

Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute

(408) 791-7772

After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8am., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

@

thepoint.church

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM

Spanish Service:
11:00 AM

Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM

Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM

Mandarin Service:
11:00AM

Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-

nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Qur
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

God iy One
Safex
Rab lk Hai

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.

San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning. Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world. At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world. Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals. We also encour-
age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk

the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd.,

San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562.
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org

We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.0 - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations:

St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass

St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall

Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igho Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM

Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM

The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM

For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing
ads, call
408.483-5458



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ® ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Times

TS GEETTEED

N 1 " ! \
Because it's not advisable to move Grandfather
Clocks for repair, we will come to you!
Please give us a call today and well be happy to
come out and take care of your “home’s heartbeat.”

M&L Watch & Clock Repair
3218 S White Rd., SJ CA 95148
(408) 270-6080

Shoe Repair

M &L Jewelers

Jewelers & Watch Repair
Ring sizing - Watch bands
Watch hatteries - Engraving
Stong replacement & More!

Ask about our exclusive watch battery warranties!

(408) 2706080

3218, White Rd. San Jose, CA
Mon.Fri. 10am-Tpm, Sat, 10am-5pm

0
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No Shoe is Ever Too Old!

Hours:

Mon-Fri
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Saturday
9:30 am - 4:00 pm

2850 Quimby Rd. Suite 100+ 270-0850

The Bath or Shower You've Always Wanted

IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

* Replacement Tubs

* Replacement Showers
* Walk-in Tubs

* Low-Barrier Showers
* Soaker Tubs

* Accessories and more!

* Tub-to-Shower Conversions

BATH &
SHOWER

Military & Senior
Discounts Available

CALL NOW!

(844) 988-1663

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions
may apply. This offer expires December 31, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party financing is available for those
customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2021 BCI Acrylic, Inc.

500 OFF

No Payments &
No Interest
For 18 Months™

OFFER EXPIRES 12.31.2021
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Call to place your
ad today!
408-494-7000

Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than
300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses.

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great
combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices!
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F;
Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am—12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Cost Estimator

Cost Estimator
Prepare cost estimates for construction projects.
Master's in civil engineering.
JKL Construction Services, Inc.
751 S. Bascom Ave, San Jose, CA 95128

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-
Demand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Premium Chan-
nels at No Charge for One Year! Any-
time, anywhere. Some restrictions
apply. W/ 24-mo. agmt TV price high-
er in 2nd year. Regional Sports Fee up
to $8.49/mo. is extra & applies. Call
IVS 1-408-688-5490

The bathroom of your dreams for as
little as $149/month! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options available. Qual-
ity materials & professional installa-
tion. Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE
virtual in-home consultation now and
SAVE 15%! Call Today! 1-844-988-
1663

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for

Your Free Author™s Guide 1-866-603-
1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
gvergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free information kit!
Call 855-977-5344

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Gash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
877-864-3769 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/almaden

Auto Detailing

Diamond Auto Detail
San Jose
Has your car or truck lost its luster? Are you embarrassed to
be seen in it? Let us bring back the shine with buffing, polish-
ing, color sanding, complete interior treatment, engine steam
clean, overspray, paint sealant and more. Appointment is
required, please be sure to call ahead to get on her schedule.

Rocio Salcedo
(408) 294-4135
74 S Autumn St
San Jose, CA 95110
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408.656.8240 =
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AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

DRE 01355719 Che Oowan

THE
LEADING

THE THOUSAND

THE TOP PERFORMERS

Sale Pending

$2,800,000 | 4Bed | 3.5Bath
2875 Sq Ft | 10.114 Sq Ft Lot

Amazing Views from Almaden Country View Estates. Multi-level
home on a quiet cul-de sac with spectacular views from backyard,
kitchen, family room and master bedroom. Living room with
stunning fireplace, formal dining room, kitchen with wood flooring,
tile counters, and plenty of cabinetry, family room with door to

the backyard with fabulous views of the surrounding hills. Three-
car attached garage. San Jose Unified School District: Williams
Elementary School, Bret Harte Middle School and Leland High
School.

= 1136 Starling
=zt View Court

The Swan has been the
#1 Agent in Almaden
Valley each year for the
last 12 years as measured
by Dollars per Agent Per
Year. And 2020 was no
exception. She is the only
Almaden Valley specialist
to have been nationally
ranked and recognized
twice by

The Wall Street Journal/
RealTrends for being in
the Top 250 Agents in
the US. Additionally,
Swan is consistently
among the Top 100
Agents in the SF Bay
Area.

start planning.

Call me as soon as
possible.
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