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John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

After more than 28 years’ service
as Associate Pastor of Worship and
Senior Adults, Bert Fowler will soon
retire from First Baptist Church
Russellville.

Fowler’s last Sunday service in
Russellville will be December 26. His
first Sunday as part of the FBC staff
came on August 29, 1993.

Fowler and his wife Carole will
retire to Tuscaloosa to be closer to
their children and grandchildren.
Both Bert and Carole have extended
family in and around Tuscaloosa,
Fowler said.

There will be a church wide recep-

tion for Fowler on Sunday, January
9, from 1:30-3:00 p.m., in the
Fellowship Hall.

For FBC Pastor Bro. Chase Dowdy,
now in his second year at the church,
Fowler has been a source of wis-
dom, guidance and a shining exam-
ple of someone with a servant’s
heart.

“Bert has been a mainstay at First
Baptist Church Russellville. He’s
someone who’s been faithful to  the
Lord and faithful to the church,”
Dowdy said. “I can always count on
Bert for answers to any questions
about our members or what worked
well in the church in the past, or what
didn’t work well.

Heart of a servant - Fowler 
retiring from Russellville 

First Baptist Church

Lawsuit filed in November
2020 inmate death case

See ‘FOWLER,’ page 8

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

A lawsuit has been filed against the
City of Russellville, Keller EMS,
Russellville Police Department Chief
Chris Hargett and three police offi-
cers, as a result of the  death of an
inmate at the city jail last November.

The suit was filed by Carrie Willis,
as administrator and personal repre-
sentative of the Estate of Dylan Kyle
Lane, her son, who was found
deceased in a cell on November 15,
2020, by Russellville Fire and
Rescue personnel. Lane was 22 at
the time of his death.

The legal action was filed in
Franklin County Circuit Court on
November 30, 2021, by Birmingham
attorney Stephen D. Heninger.

Lane was arrested on November
13, 2020, on a misdemeanor warrant
and taken to the Russellville City Jail.
According to the lawsuit, Lane was
placed in a cell with other inmates
“who were known (or should have
been known)” to possess illegal
drugs. 

The following day, jail officials
called Keller EMS to come to the city
jail to conduct a “well person check”
at 4:02 p.m. According to the com-
plaint, the call was described as
“non-emergency to check a prisoner
who took some drugs.”

At that time, plaintiff alleges her
son’s heart rate was 136 with blood
pressure of 175/125. The complaint
further states that EMS personnel
recommended Lane be transported

See ‘LAWSUIT,’ page  5



“In Memory of our loved ones...”
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works

and Franklin Memory Gardens

Martha Anita Burney Poe, 80, of Phil
Campbell, passed away on Wednesday,

December 15th. Interment at Bear
Creek Cemetery.

Dorothy Irene Widener, 75, of Phil
Campbell, passed away on Saturday,
December 18th. A memorial service

will be held at a later date.
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Resident says he’s target of 
REB manager’s harassment

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

A local resident believes he is the target of harassment by Russellville
Electric Board General Manager Charles Canida and he wants the commu-
nity to know his story.

A Russellville police officer came to Jackson’s house December 2nd after
Canida filed a report the previous day alleging Jackson came onto private
property to take photos of him and REB employees cutting trees at a resi-
dence on North Jackson Avenue.

Jackson said he took the photos because he believes the trees are located
on private property, were not interfering with utility lines and, as a result,
Canida should not have authorized their removal. 

RPD Chief Chris Hargett confirmed Canida filed a report on December 1
where Canida alleged Jackson  came onto private property to take photos of
him and REB workers.

After the report was filed, an officer came to Jackson’s home the following
morning to notify him about a report of harassment, Hargett said. 

Jackson said he showed the photos he took to that officer and to RPD
Investigator Jake Tompkins the next day. Hargett said the photos were taken
from the roadway and not on private property and there was no evidence of
Jackson harassing anyone.

“As long as you don’t go onto private property, you can take photos of work
being done in public view,” Hargett said. 

The Code of Alabama defines Criminal Surveillance in Section 13A-11-32,
as the “intentional engaging in surveillance while trespassing in a private
place.” 

To convict a person of Criminal Surveillance, the State must prove beyond
a reasonable doubt the person engaged in surveillance, did so while tres-
passing in a private place and did so intentionally. Conviction of 13A-11-32
carries up to a six month jail sentence and a fine up to $3,000.

Hargett said the matter was closed as there was no indication any law was
broken.

For Jackson, though, that’s not good enough.
“I didn’t do anything wrong. I didn’t say anything to (Canida), the property

owner or any employees,” Jackson said. “He’s made me feel like he’s after
me for some reason and I don’t understand why. I’ve never done anything to
him. 

“I want people to know. I’m tired of it. Why would a manager go down there
and tell the police a lie just to try and get me locked up? I want someone to
answer that. I’m not stupid. If I said something to him he would have had me
locked up and I know that. This is just not right, and people need to know,”
he added.

This is not the first time police have visited Jackson in response to a com-
plaint from REB. 

Jackson, who retired from his meter reader position with Russellville
Utilities six years ago, said police served him with a notice banning him from
any Russellville Utilities property several years ago after an incident at a local
business where Jackson spoke with Cummings. The content of what
Jackson said remains disputed, but Jackson said he told Cummings that he
“made a lot of people happy” when the city council turned over operations of
the Park and Recreation Department to Russellville City Schools. Jackson

See ʻHARASSMENT,  ̓page 9

PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with the Alabama Abandoned Motor Vehicle Act,

Alabama Code Sections 32-13-1 through 32-13-8, the following motor
vehicle will be sold for cash at 10:30 a.m., on January 12, 2022, at M&N
Wrecker & Service Center, 11833 Hwy. 43 South, Russellville, Al, 35653.

Seller reserves the right to reject any bid and the right to bid. 

2017 Kia Soul
VIN# KNDJN2A24H7880026

1988 Ford LGT Convt.
2FDLF47M7JCA26838

2003 Hond ULX
1HGCM563X3A048797



For updates
on news and

sports, visit us
online at

www.franklin-
freepress.net!

Ministry collecting items
for hygiene bag outreach

Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels, letters to the
editor and other creative submissions to

franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t 
forget to visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

A northwest Alabama ministry is looking for donations for hygiene bags that
will be distributed this month.

Shaken Outreach, a Christian ministry “with a heart for serving and wor-
shiping God,” is asking for the following items to fill the hygiene bags:
Drawstring bags, toothpaste, toothbrush, mouthwash, deodorant, bar soap,
razors, single packs Kleenex, feminine products, bottled water and reusable
insulated cups.

Any donation, large or small, is welcome. Other items being collected and
donated include can openers and canned food, preferably with pop top lids.

Additionally, the ministry is collecting coats and jackets of all sizes, along
with purses/bags/backpacks, that will be donated as part of an outreach.
With winter ahead, these items will come in handy for people who can really
use them.

To learn more about Shaken Outreach, or to arrange to make a donation of
items, visit the ‘Shaken Outreach’ page on Facebook.
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‘LAWSUIT,’ from page 1
to the hospital, but that a police officer told Lane if he agreed to be trans-

ported to the hospital he would have to serve an additional three days con-
finement in jail once he was released.

The complaint alleges Lane refused the transport but also refused to sign
a ‘Medical Care Refusal’ form, so the officer signed it for him. EMS person-
nel left without transporting Lane for further care.

On Sunday, November 15, 2020, RFD personnel responded to the jail
where Lane was lying in a cell by himself, with no pulse and not breathing.
The complaint alleges ‘significant rigor mortis and lividity’ had already set in.

According to jail records, Lane was observed eating breakfast around 5
a.m., by jail personnel.

When contacted by the FFP about the lawsuit, Hargett said the matter has
been referred to the city’s attorneys and he could not comment due to there
being pending litigation.

Last year, Hargett told the FFP Lane was observed unresponsive in his cell
and jail officials contacted 911. After Lane was pronounced dead, Hargett
said the Alabama Law Enforcement Agency was called to conduct the inves-
tigation.

The complaint alleges Keller EMS officials were negligent in not providing
“reasonable and necessary medical care” to Lane. The allegations against
the three officers are based on their alleged failure to pat down or search
inmates for possession of drugs at the time of their confinement.

An additional count of the complaint alleges violation of Lane’s civil rights
by the alleged “delibrate indifference to the serious medical needs of (Lane).”

Russellville City Attorney Danny McDowell said Thursday he was aware of
the complaint being filed but had no comment.

“We do not try cases through the media or comment on pending litigation,”
McDowell said.

PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with the Alabama Abandoned Motor Vehicle Act,

Alabama Code Sections 32-13-1 through 32-13-8, the following motor
vehicle will be sold for cash at 10:30 a.m., on January 26, 2022, at M&N
Wrecker & Service Center, 11833 Hwy. 43 South, Russellville, Al, 35653.

Seller reserves the right to reject any bid and the right to bid. 

2004 Chrysler Town and Country Van
vin 2C4GP54L54R544985

2014 Chevrolet Sonic LT 1G1JC6SB2E4153453

2015 Lincoln MKZ
3LN6L2LU4FR629096

2015 GMC Terrain
2GKFLYE36F6350241

2015 Chevrolet Trailblazer
1GNDS13S222171913



Florence Lauderdale Animal Services and local rescues are working with
Franklin County to help save many abandoned animals to give them a

chance at a new life. Save Our Strays needs donations called into Russellville Animal
Clinic, to pay for veterinary services, spay/neuter and medical treatment for everything
from heartworms to Parvo. There are also boarding expenses for the animals due to their
medical treatment. No amount of donation is too small. This group has saved many cats
and dogs, and they need the community's help. Call Russellville Animal Clinic and tell
them you're donating to the Save Our Strays Account. Their phone number is 256-332-
2254.

Food Giveaway - Groceries will be given out while supplies last! Thursday,
December 30, 2021 2:00 p.m. Please stay in your vehicle and use social

distancing.  Russellville First United Methodist Church (Corner of Madison and
Washington).

Russellville Masonic Lodge #371 is selling Smoked Hams for Christmas.
Hams are $30 each and may be pre-ordered by dialing 256-810-1970.

Pickup is Thursday, December 23, between 8-10 a.m., at the Lodge on Coffee Avenue.
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Email your event information to us at franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Russellville Electric Board holds
four-minute business meeting

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Russellville Electric Board held a four-minute business meeting
Thursday morning that saw the board approve November 2021 bills and the
November 2021 meeting minutes before adjourning with no other business
conducted.

The meeting date and time was changed from the REB’s customary busi-
ness meeting held  the third Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m.

After sending a request to be notified of all future board meetings pursuant
to the Alabama Open Meetings Act, the Franklin Free Press was notified of
two meetings in the month of December.

They included this morning’s business meeting and a special called meet-
ing set for Thursday evening at 6 p.m., at the Marriott Shoals Conference
Center. That meeting, for which invitations were sent to employees and
selected guests, is described as the “Annual Safety Dinner” on invitations
sent to invited guests.

Agenda items on the Annual Safety Dinner meeting include comments from
REB General Manager Charles Canida, and a presentation from Kevin
Chandler with the Tennessee Valley Authority.

In attendance at the Thursday morning meeting, held at the Russellville
Electric Board Warehouse, included board members James McDuffa, Nick
Willis, Bill Jackson and Chad Wells, along with Canida.

The FFP spoke with two former members of the Russellville Electric Board
who both said they did not recall a business meeting where the board didn’t
consider any business and that such a meeting would be highly unusual.
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Visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!

‘FOWLER,’ from page 1
“People know his heart and see a servant and that’s how I can best

describe Bert—he has the heart of a servant. Christ said He came not to be
served but to give His life as a ransom for many. Bert has that heart of serv-
ice and a heart to love people and God and serve both and that’s one dis-
play every day,” Dowdy added.

Fowler, a Montgomery native, is the son of Albert & Kitty Fowler. He is a
1974 graduate of Sidney Lanier High School in Montgomery. Fowler
received a B.S., and a M.A., in Music Education from the University of
Alabama. He later received a Master of Church Music  from Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary in
Fort Worth, Texas. 

He and Carole have two chil-
dren, Andrea Sartain (Hunter) and
Daniel (Brandi). The Sartains have
three children, Ensley, Camden
and Hunter, Jr. (with the Lord).
The Poss family has three chil-
dren, Braxton, Brody and Eliza
Grace.

Fowler first felt the Lord’s call to
music ministry when he was a
high school senior. His profession-
al experience includes service at
churches in Tuscaloosa and Brent,
Alabama, and Fort Worth, prior to
his joining First Baptist Russellville
in 1993.

Fowler has been active in his
community. He volunteered to do
filming for RHS football and the
coach’s show. He’s the long-time
emcee for the Franklin County
Watermelon Festival. Fowler
taught music appreciation at
Northwest-Shoals Community
College as well as guitar and
voice lessons to dozens of young
people.

“I hope I am leaving something
positive here in this community.
I’ve always enjoyed being a part of
the Russellville community,”
Fowler said.

When pastors come to a new
church, there’s no definite timeline as to how long their tenure will be.
Fowler is thankful he and Carole were able to raise their children in
Russellville and said the community will always be special to him.

“This is a great, tight-knit community with an outstanding school system.
We love the way the community rallies around the school, and I don’t think
you could ask for a better place to raise our kids,” Fowler said. “For us to be
able to spend so much time in Russellville is a blessing. The average tenure
of a minister at one church is a little less than 28 years, so we’ve been
blessed to make friendships and relationships here and we’ll miss it a lot,” he
added.

Fowler said it was through extensive prayer that he and Carole decided it
was time for him to retire. The COVID-19 pandemic has dramatically impact-
ed his ministry, limiting or preventing the choir from being part of weekly serv-
ices and trips and activities with the senior adults also came to a stop once
the pandemic set in.

“It’s been really stressful and has really changed what I did in my ministry,”
Fowler said. “We’ve had to learn new technology to be able to live stream
and so much is being done differently now. I still enjoy doing it but it’s really
different from what I love doing the most, and that’s music.

“We had a Christmas brunch last Tuesday (for the senior adults) and that
was an emotional time. I’m 65 and with our grandkids getting older and all
our family in the Tuscaloosa/Northport area, it’s just the right time to move
on,” Fowler added.

COURTESY PHOTO
Fowler, who has served for more than
28 years as Associate Pastor of
Worship and Senior Adults at First
Baptist Church Russellville, is retiring
with his last service being on
December 26th.



For updates on news and sports throughout the week, visit us
online at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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‘HARASSMENT,’ from page 3
said that was the only comment he made and he received the notice bar-

ring him from the property and from communicating with REB employees. 
Jackson ran for Russellville City Council District Three, Cummings’ seat, in

2016, but Cummings won the election over his two challengers without a
runoff.

There were never any charges filed from the incident. The FFP attempted
to contact Cummings to get his account of the incident but as of press time
was unsuccessful in reaching him.

Jackson said during his tenure with Russellville Utilities, he had no issues
with Canida and that changed only after he retired and ran for city council.

“I’m tired of him trying to push me around and I’m not going to take it any-
more. I’m tired of being told I can’t do this or that. I am a Russellville resident
and a paying utility customer in this city,” Jackson said. 

Jackson said the owner of the property he rents asked about a tree locat-
ed on the city right of way in front of his home being trimmed  by REB but
was told it wasn’t close enough to a power line.

Although he hasn’t been on Russellville Utilities property since being
served with the no trespass letter, Jackson doesn’t believe it’s legal to ban
someone from a public building where customers go to pay their bills.

“If I have to go onto that property to pay my bill, I will. I’ve not done anything
to any of them and I want people to know what they’ve done to me,” Jackson
said.

With the most recent complaint filed by the REB manager, Jackson
believes the situation has turned into a pattern of harassment.

“If I was threatening him or saying anything out of the way, I could under-
stand this, but I never said anything like that to (Cummings) and I haven’t had
any contact with Charlie Canida,” Jackson said.

Jackson said he has contacted an attorney to receive  advice as to how to
protect himself from further accusations and is considering legal action in
response thereto.

Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon
panels, letters to the editor and other cre-

ative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

And don’t forget to check us out online at
www.franklinfreepress.net!



For updates on news and sports through-
out the week, visit us online at

www.franklinfreepress.net!

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Contractor looking for
workers for Diana’s

Workforce. $11/hour man-
ual labor and packing

posts. Must be able to lift
65-85 pounds and work
weekends. Please call

(256)-324-0222 for more
information.

Kitchen Help Needed.

Full-time or part-time.
Pilgrim’s Place Barbecue.

Call 256-332-1007 or
apply in person.

Farm Help Needed. Full-
Time Job. Call Thomas

James at 256-627-5672.

FOR FREE

Free eggs! Chicken,
ostrich, quail, pheasant

and many more! Call
(256)-856-4139 for more

information.

Free Firewood. You pick it
up. Call Mary at 205-494-

3668.

FOR SALE

For sale: T-shirt busi-
ness/equipment/mono-
gramming equipment is
for sale (heat presses,
printers, silhouette vinyl

cutter), the business
Facebook page (2,100
members), embroidery
machine and supplies,

tons of inventory, a shelf,
and also several rolls of
vinyl. Please call or text
256-668-0421 for more

info!

Trailer and house on 3.75
acres of land. 905

Railsplitter Road in Phil
Campbell. Call (574)-214-

6074 for more informa-
tion! 

Sanyo with Manual
Remote & Stand. HDMI
input. Works. $50. Call

256-398-2255.

Make Christmas Candles!
5 10-pound blocks of
Candle Wax For Sale.
Paid $25 each. $95 for

all. Call 256-398-2255.

Candle Making Supplies
For Sale. Pan, Pot,

Round-Square Mold,
Wicks, Dye,

Thermometer. $50 for all.
Call 256-398-2255.

Eight dog crates for sale.
Call (256)-332-0205 for

sizes and price.

Girls denim jeans. Sizes
10, 12, 14, & tall. GAP,

Old Navy, The Flirt,
Wrangler, Rider & Levis.

Call (256)-332-0205.

Mikasa 80 piece of
Nature’s Garden Dishes.

DA 906 Blue Freesia.
Safe for dishwasher &
microwave. $145. Call

(256)-332-0205.

Girls shoes. Keds, size 9,
8 pair. $5 each. Born,

size 10, 8 pair, $5 each.
Call (256)-332-0205.

Girls GAP denim jacket.
Size small. $10. Call

(256)-332-0205.

2 Deer hunting climbing
stands, 6 deer hunting

ladder stands. Call (256)-
332-0205 for prices.

Coffee table with wooden

top. $50. Call (256)-332-
0205.

Large two-door oak
wardrobe with shelves.
$225. Call (256)-332-

0205.

Nice gentleman’s chest.
Brown wood. $225. Call

(256)-332-0205.

Cemetery plot for sale at
Franklin Memory

Gardens, Waterloo Road
in Russellville. Located on
Prayer Side of Cemetery.

$1200. Call 256-668-
7004.

Two women’s bicycles,
rode very little. $40 each
for them. (256)-324-2407

Fresh chicken eggs:
$1.50/dozen. Fresh duck
eggs: $2/dozen. (256)-

324-2407.

For sale! Chainlink fence.
About 300 feet in length.

$25 takes the entire thing!
Call (256)-856-4139.

PETS

Three Chiweenie Dogs
Free to Good Home. One

female, two male. Also
have Long Haired Female
Chihuahua Free to Good

Home. Very friendly with
kids. Call 256-668-4352.

FOR RENT

1 BR Apartment For Rent.
Furnished. Private

Entrance, Patio. Call 256-
332-5081 or 256-627-

1916. (1)

2 BR Apartment For Rent.
Large Yard. Covered

Patio, Central Air. Call
256-332-5081 or 256-

627-1916. (1)

RV For Rent. 1 BR.
Cedar Ridge

Campground. No pets.
No smoking. Call 267-

240-6958.

Franklin Free Press
Classified Rates

Yard Sale Rates: FREE,
Deadline Monday at
Noon; Real Estate-

Homes, acreage, lots for
sale or rent. $25 for six

consecutive weeks. Up to
40 words per ad;

Vehicles, Boats, RVs,
Motorcycles for sale. $15

for six consecutive
weeks. Up to 25 words
per ad; Pets For Sale

only $10 for six consecu-
tive weeks. Up to 25

words  per ad; Free of
Charge: Lost & Found,

Giveaways, and Items
Under $100 (Private

Parties Only).15-word
limit; Commercial

Classified Rates: $25 for
Businesses, 15 words or

less for six weeks. Ads
exceeding word limit add

$10 per additional 15
words. The number in

parentheses represents
the number of times the

ad has appeared. Call us
at 256-332-0255 to place,
cancel or renew your ad.
Payment is required in

advance of publication for
ads.

NOTICE
IN THE PROBATE COURTS OF MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ADOPTION PETITION OF:

TIMOTHY AND ANDREA EWART
CASE NO.:

8739
STATE OF ALABAMA )
COUNTY OF MADISON )

NOTICE TO:  SKYLER SHANE VANDIVER
FATHER OF S.I. VANDIVER, DOB MAY 21ST, 2020

Please be advised that a Petition for Adoption, in the above-styled mat-
ters have been filed in the Probate Court of Madison County by Timothy and

Andrea Ewart and that on the 10th day of February, 2022 at 1:30 p.m., these mat-
ters have been set for a hearing on the same in said Probate Court in Madison

County, Alabama. Should you intend to contest this adoption, you must file a writ-
ten response within thirty (30) days of the date of the last publication herein, with
counsel for said Petitioners, whose name and address are shown below and with

the Clerk of the said Probate Court.

Coby McEachern Boswell, Esq.
Attorney for Petitioner

1000 Church Street. NW
Huntsville, AL 35801

(256) 534-8799

Southwood Gardens Apartments
Are you looking for an apartment that is closer to Walmart, the grocery stores,

drug stores, and doctors? Are you 55 years of age or older drawing disability or
62 or older, if you are, then  Southwood Gardens Apartments is where you need to
be!! Besides being close to Walmart, we are also close to all surrounding church-

es and businesses! 

Rent is based on income. Water is furnished, you only pay electric!
Apartments are 1 bedroom on ground level furnished with: Carpet, Blinds, Central

Heat & Air, Stove, Refrigerator, Laundry room onsite, and Maintenance on call.

Southwood Gardens Apartments are accepting applications. We have some
vacant apartments now. If you are interested or know of someone who is, please

send them our way.

We have new Management!
Apply at on-site rental office

Monday-Friday
8:00am-4:30pm

100 Southwood Gardens 
Russellville, Al 35653

(256)332-9027

“Owner does not discriminate against 
persons with disabilites.”
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The Alabama High School Athletic Association
announced its new seven-classification system for
the athletic seasons of 2022-23 and 2023-24, and
when it comes to Russellville High School, not
much has changed.

The Russellville varsity football team was once
again placed in 5A Region 8 with A.P. Brewer,
Ardmore, East Limestone, Fairview, Lawrence
County and West Point High Schools.

With only a seven-team Region 8, Coach John
Ritter’s team will play four non-region games
including Grissom, Deshler, Mars Hill and Athens
High Schools.

The Golden Tigers will open at Grissom on
August 19, 2022, followed by aa road game at
Deshler (Aug. 26), home vs. Lawrence County

(Sept. 2), at West Point (Sept. 9), home vs. East
Limestone (Sept. 16), home vs. Mars Hill (Sept.
23), home vs. Brewer (Sept. 30), a bye week, fol-
lowed by road games at Ardmore (Oct. 14), at
Fairview (Oct. 21) and home vs. Athens (Oct. 28).

Russellville’s varsity volleyball team will compete
in 5A Area 15, with Brewer, Lawrence County and
West Point High Schools.

Region classifications for winter and spring
sports will be announced after the championship
games are complete for those sports.

Of the 56 schools in Class 5A, Russellville has
the 11th largest enrollment with 556 students in
grades 9-11 plus eighth-grade hold-back students.
The largest 5A enrollment is Elberta High School
with 583.

Phil Campbell High School remains in 3A Region
8 for football, with Clements, Colbert County,

AHSAA reclassification
Staff reports

Heading into the final two weeks of the year, the
Belgreen Bulldogs are trying to cap off a success-
ful first half of the season before the calendar flips
over to 2022. 

Taking part in the Times Daily Classic while also
squaring off against area opponents, the Bulldogs
were able to reach a double-digit win total. 

Belgreen 64 Phillips 33
The Bulldogs were able to improve to 2-0 in area

play in the 2021-22 season as they came away
with a victory over the Phillips Bears last Tuesday
night.

Jumping out to a quick 20-13 lead in the first
quarter, the Bulldogs got eight points from Collin
Bonner while getting six points from Austin James
who knocked down a pair of three-pointers in the
quarter.

Collin Bonner scored six points in the second
quarter that saw the Bulldogs outscore Phillips 17-
11 to give Belgreen a 37-24 lead heading into half-
time. Will Bonner scored seven points in the sec-
ond quarter while Cole King scored four points.

The third quarter was a strong defensive show-
ing from the Bulldogs as they held the Bears to
just one made field goal while outscoring Phillips
10-2. The Bulldogs would carry a 47-26 lead into
the fourth quarter.

Will Bonner led all scorers in the third quarter
with eight points. 

Jordan Wright scored six points in the fourth
quarter as the Bulldogs cruised to their second
area win of the season by a 64-33 final. Collin
Bonner and Canaan Stough scored four points
each in the quarter.

Will Bonner led all scorers in the game with 19
points while Collin Bonner scored 18 points.
Canaan Stough scored eight points with Jordan

See ʻBULLDOGS,  ̓page 13

Wednesday

at 4 PM

Bulldogs maintain 
perfect area record

PHOTOS BY CHRISTIAN MEDINA
One of the region changes include the Golden Tigers welcoming newcomer Fairview and former
region member West Point into the fold on the gridiron. Other changes include juggernaut Mars
Hill joining 3A region 8 alongside the Phil Campbell Bobcats.
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For updates on news throughout the week, visit www.franklinfreepress.net!

Job Opportunities

Franklin County Water Service Authority (FCWSA) is accepting completed
applications with accompanying resumes for the following positions until 4 pm

on Wednesday, December 22, 2021:

*Licensed Grade IV Water Treatment Plant Operator

*Meter Reader/Laborer

Applications may be obtained via email request to beverlyscott@fcwsa.net or
picked up at the drive-up window at the office in Belgreen.

No telephone calls, please. 

FCWSA is an equal opportunity employer and does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability or any other

protected class of individuals in employment or provision of services.
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‘BULLDOGS,’ from page 11
Wright and Austin James scored six points each. 
Belgreen 62 Hackleburg 35
Collin and Will Bonner both put on an impressive first half performance in the

Bulldogs area win over Hackleburg to remain perfect on the year in area play.
The senior forward and guard scored 20 points (Collin) and 12 points (Will)

each across the first two quarters to help the Bulldogs jump out to a command-
ing 34-19 first half lead. 

An 18-8 outscoring by Belgreen enabled the Bulldogs to extend their lead to a
very comfortable 52-27 lead leading into the fourth quarter. 

Austin James did most of the heavy lifting in terms of scoring for the Bulldogs
in the quarter, scoring nine points while knocking down a pair of three-pointers.
Collin Bonner added four points to his total on the night while Will Bonner
knocked down a three-pointer in the third quarter. 

The fourth quarter was more of the same from Belgreen as they closed out their
area win on a 10-8 outscoring to seal the game for the Bulldogs. 

Canaan Stough scored four points in the quarter while Adrian Reaves and Cole
King scored two points each. 

Collin Bonner scored 24 points to lead all scorers in the game while Will Bonner
scored 15 points. Austin James finished with nine points in the game and
Canaan Stough scored six points.

Belgreen 51 Brooks 57
Playing in the annual Times Daily Classic, the Bulldogs squared off against 4A

Brooks in the first round of the tournament.
The Bulldogs jumped out to a quick 16-14 lead after the first quarter thanks in

part to five points from Will Bonner and four points from Canaan Stough. 
However, the second quarter is where the Lions would take control, outscor-

ing the Bulldogs 9-6 after a
very well-defended quarter
from both sides. The Lions
would carry a narrow 23-
22 lead into halftime.

Will Bonner scored four
points in the quarter for
Belgreen. 

Brooks would be able to
extend their lead after out-
pacing the Bulldogs 15-9
in the third quarter due to
Knute Wood scoring eight
points in the quarter for the
Lions. Collin Bonner
scored six points in the
third quarter while Will
Bonner scored three points
in the quarter as Brooks
held a 38-31 lead entering
the fourth quarter.

In the fourth quarter, the
Bulldogs would actually
outscored h Lions 20-19
but it would be too little too
late as the Lions were able
to maintain their lead and take the win.

Will Bonner scored eight points in the final quarter to give him 24 points on the
night while Collin Bonner scored ten points for the Bulldogs. Adrian Reaves
scored six points, Cole King scored five points and Canaan Stough scored four
points.

Belgreen 65 Wilson 48
Following their loss to Brooks, the Bulldogs would again square off against a

4A opponent, this time it was against Wilson in the consolation bracket of the
Times Daily Classic. 

The first half was rather close as the Bulldogs were able to maintain a 26-24
lead headed into halftime. 

Collin Bonner scored 16 points in the first half to lead all scorers as Will Bonner
had five points in the half with Adrian Reaves scoring four points.

A monster third quarter is where the Bulldogs began to pull away from Wilson.
Outscoring the Warriors by a whopping 25-6 in the quarter, Belgreen was able to
carry a comfortable 51-30 lead into the fourth quarter. 

Collin Bonner continued his scoring rampage, scoring 11 points in the third
quarter as Will Bonner scored nine points. Adrian Reaves also chipped in with
five points in the quarter including a three-pointer.

Despite being outscored 18-14 in the final quarter, the Bulldogs lead was large
enough to withstand the comeback bid and bring their Times Daily Classic record
to .500 with the 65-48 win.

The leading scorer on the night was Collin Bonner who had 29 points while Will
Bonner scored 17 points. Adrian Reaves scored nine points and Cole King
scored six points.

The Bulldogs record on the season after Saturday, December 18th, sits at 10-
2. 





Don’t forget to visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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‘RECLASSIFICATION,’ from page 11
Colbert Heights, Elkmont, Lauderdale County and Mars Hill High Schools.
Class 2A Region 8 includes Red Bay, Tharptown, Falkville, Hatton,

Lexington, Lindsay Lane Christian Academy, Sheffield and Tanner High
Schools.

Vina’s Class 1A Region 8 opponents include Addison, Cherokee,
Hackleburg, Meek, Phillips, R.A. Hubbard, Shoals Christian and Waterloo
High Schools.

In volleyball, Belgreen  will compete in 1A Area 14 with Hackleburg and
Phillips High Schools.

Tharptown volleyball was placed in 2A Area 15 with Hatton, Lexington,
Mars Hill and Sheffield High Schools.

Red Bay volleyball will compete in Class 2A Area 11, with Lamar County,
Sulligent and Winston County High Schools.

Phil Campbell’s Class 3A Area 15 volleyball opponents will be Colbert
County and Colbert Heights.

High school classifications are redone every two years to reflect updated
enrollment information. The AHSAA divides schools into seven classifica-
tions from 1A-7A. The 32 largest high schools comprise Class 7A. Class 6A
has 57 schools, Class 5A 56 schools, Class 4A 62, Class 3A 60, Class 2A
60 and 62 in Class 1A.

Classification is based on each public school’s enrollment in grades 9-11
plus eighth-grade hold-back students.

Private schools are classified differently. Each private school students
counts as 1.35 students for classification purposes. Additionally, a ‘compet-
itive balance success factor’ is also applied to private school sports teams
which win championships.

More than 190,000 Alabama student athletes are expected to compete in
AHSAA sports over the next two years. 

Full realignment information is available on the AHSAA website, at
www.ahsaa.com.
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