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Almaden families
on the lookout

for Santa!

NORAD continues to
track Santa Claus

Almaden families are on the
lookout for Santa!

Yes, we know, it’s hard to
believe that the Christmas Day
is here!

Perhaps you have some last-
minute shopping left to do
tonight and some meal prepa-
ration, butafter that ... Woo-hoo!

As Santa’s gets ready to visit
Almaden Valley, how do you
keep the kids calm and reassured
thatSanta’s on his way on Christ-
mas Eve?

Go online to make sure St. Nick
and the reindeer are on sched-
ule.

Here are a few places you and
little ones can visit together.

For the young and the young
atheart, NORAD hosts the “offi-
cial” tracker website, noradsan-
ta.org The interactive site also
featuresavideo arcade, alibrary
of fun facts and a playlist of
Santa’s favorite holiday classics.
NORAD has also introduced a
new mobile app.

For those who would like to
make an old fashion phone call
to check up on Mr. Clause, the
Santa Operation Center (877-
466-6723) opens at 4 a.m. Dec.
24.

Google is also in the tracking
game, santatracker.google.com,
and its activities include a Santa
selfie, a dance class and snow-

See SANTA, page 7

'BEST DAY EVER'

Superheroes
| spread good
holiday cheer

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer
Kindergarten students at Alex Anderson Ele-

mentary School in San Jose couldn’t believe
their eyes when a group of superheroes
dropped in for a visit.

“This is the best day ever!” shouted the kids.

Batman, Superman, Captain America, Captain
Marvel and Thor arrived ready to spread good
cheer. They were accompanied by the Mandalo-
rian, much to the excitement of the young Star
Wars fans.

Interacting with the kindergarteners came nat-
urally to Sean Bassett, who played the Mandalo-
rian, as he has a five-year-old daughter. He remem-
bers seeing costumed characters when he was
young, including his father who dressed as Darth
Vader to bring joy to children.

Bassett said being able to follow in his father’s

Captain America, Thor, Superman, Batman, the Mandalorian and Captain Marvel brought joy to kinder students
at elementary schools throughout San Jose this holiday season.

footsteps and do something for kids meant a lot
to him.

The children’s faces lit up even more when the
superheroes gifted them with teddy bears. David
Watkins, dressed as Batman, was delighted to hear
the children’s squeals and peals of laughter.

“It feels great seeing the kids’ expressions,”
Watkins said. “This is why we’re all here.”

Watkins was grateful other heroes joined him

in uplifting the kid’s spirits, especially during the
pandemic.

“It's good they see people who still want to
show love and support,” he said.

The superheroes were also able to distribute
teddy bears, donated by Raley’s Nob Hill, to stu-
dents at Horace Cureton, Earl Frost, Hayes and Oak
Ridge Elementary Schools.

See HEROES, page 7

Graystone Elementary Girl Scout troops make this year 's Family lemg Tree Wish Drive a success

More than 106 gifts
and $500 in online

donations generated
By Stefanie Bellucci
Special to the Times
his holiday season, Girl Scout
TTroops 61416 and 62942 at
Graystone Elementary School
in Almaden Valley were once again
able to bring the Family Giving Tree
Holiday Wish Drive to their school.
Both local troops, consisting of a
total of 28 girls in both 4th and 5th
grade, have hosted the wish drive at
Graystone for three consecutive
years. While last year was done
entirely online, this year saw the

many of the girls were headed to the
Family Giving Tree warehouse to vol-
unteer their time. They will spend
their two hour shift sorting toys,
matching gifts to wish cards and pro-
viding any other warehouse help as
needed.

Family Giving Tree is a Bay Area
nonprofit that conducts two drives
each year to benefit children, one for
holiday gifts and one for filled school
backpacks. Their goal is to help the
many children living in poverty in
the Bay Area.

During the 2020 holiday season,
even with the pandemic, Family Giv-
ing Tree was able to fulfill over 73,000
wishes and strives to do even more

return to in person wish cards and
gift collection.

After the wish drive in 2020 gar-
nered only mediocre participation,
the Girl Scouts were thrilled with the

outpouring of gifts in 2021. The rea-
son is, the Girl Scouts were back to
school in person enabling them to
make signs to post to advertise the
wish drive and also to be able to make

morning announcements with details.
The final results included 106 gifts
provided, 2 gift cards and over $500
in online donations.

During the week of December 13th

this year.

The girls of Girl Scout Troops
61416 and 62942 feel honored to
partner with Family Giving Tree to
help provide a happier holiday sea-
son for local children.
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Sale Pending

$2,800,000 | 4Bed | 3.5Bath
2875 Sq Ft | 10.114 Sq Ft Lot

Amazing Views from Almaden Country View Estates. Multi-level
home on a quiet cul-de sac with spectacular views from backyard,
kitchen, family room and master bedroom. Living room with
stunning fireplace, formal dining room, kitchen with wood flooring,
tile counters, and plenty of cabinetry, family room with door to

the backyard with fabulous views of the surrounding hills. Three-
car attached garage. San Jose Unified School District: Williams
Elementary School, Bret Harte Middle School and Leland High
School.

The Swan has been the
#1 Agent in Almaden
Valley each year for the
last 12 years as measured
by Dollars per Agent Per
Year. And 2020 was no
exception. She is the only
Almaden Valley specialist
to have been nationally
ranked and recognized
twice by

The Wall Street Journal/
RealTrends for being in
the Top 250 Agents in
the US. Additionally,

) . ——r— — o
Swan is consistently EE ‘ |
among the Top 100 = B =
Agents in the SF Bay : : I] : :

Area.

If you are thinking of - o

selling your home,

now is the time to

start planning. ' — :

Call me as soon as
possible.

COMPASS

ity lows. License Numbers 79009 and 01272467, All material presented in !
Il may be made without notice. No statement is made as to acgagacy of T deschig
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Realtor®
408.315.6186

Jjones@cbnorcal.com | www.JackieJonesSells.com
CalREXF00595756 COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE | 1096 Blossom Hill Rd. #200, San Jose, CA 95123
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A look at the San Jose city

council candidates running
for office in 2022

By Lloyd Alaban
Courtesy of San José Spotlight
n less than six months, San
I]oseans will go to the ballot box
to pick their next councilmem-
bers and mayor.

Numerous candidates have
already pulled papers, including
Cindy Chavez, Dev Davis, Jonathan
Royce Esteban, Matt Mahan and Raul
Peralez who are vying to become
San Jose’s next mayor.

Here’s a roundup of the candi-
dates who have declared so far in
the race by office. (Candidates have
until March 11 to file to run for polit-
ical office in San Jose.)

Half of the City Council’s seats —
all the odd districts — are up for
election this cycle. Districts 1, 3 and
5 are open seats, with the current
officeholders terming out, while Dis-
tricts 7 and 9 have two incumbents
running for reelection: Maya Esparza
and Pam Foley, respectively. The pri-
mary is set for June 2022.

The biggest seat up for grabs this
cycle is mayor. Sam Liccardo is
terming outin December 2022 after
eight years as the city’s top elected
official and a previous eight years rep-
resenting District 3.

With nearly half the 11-member
City Council potentially changing,
June’s results could shift council
power back toward business inter-
ests or strengthen labor’s narrow 6-
5 majority. San Jose is generally
divided between the two political
powerhouses — the business lobby
and labor unions — and the busi-
ness-aligned leaders lost their major-
ity lastyear when progressive Coun-
cilmember David Cohen unseated
conservative incumbent Lan Diep in
District 4.

The top two vote-getters in each
race will head to a runoffin Novem-
ber unless one candidate wins by
more than 50 percent in June.

Mayor

Next year’s biggest prize already
has four big-name candidates in the
race: Councilmembers Dev Davis ,
Matt Mahan and Raul Peralez and
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Santa Clara County Supervisor Cindy
Chavez. Also in the mix: former
Nevada congressional candidate
Jonathan Royce Esteban.

Davis, who won reelection to her
council seat in November, has
pushed hard in recent weeks against
SB 9, a state bill that allows home-
owners to build additional units in
single-family neighborhoods. She’s
made preserving these suburban
neighborhoodsa cornerstone of her
campaign.

Mahan, who was sworn into his
first term of any political office in
December 2020, launched his cam-
paign for mayor in September in
whathe called a “revolution of com-
mon sense.” Part of that revolution
includes building up to 5,000 pre-
fab units on 50 acres of public land,
improving policing by holding rogue
officers accountable for misconduct
instead of defunding police and
building housing around transit .

Chavez, who has served on the
Board of Supervisors since 2013, has
the longest political tenure of any-
one in the field. One of labor’s most
seasoned insiders, she was a vocal
leader in the fight to close Reid-
Hillview Airportamid concerns that
leaded fuel was poisoning the com-
munity.

Peralez, a former teacher and
police officer, is terming out after
eightyearsrepresenting downtown
San Jose. He helped launch a busi-
ness recovery task force to help
downtown businesses weather the
pandemic. The son of an immigrant
and the first in his family to gradu-
ate college, Peralez said homeless-
ness has been his number one pri-
ority.

Here’s the rest of the mayoral field

Also in the race is Tyrone Wade,
a former marriage and family crisis
counselor who used to run a home-
less shelter. Wade wants to imple-
mentserious criminal justice reform,
including community policing and
review the San Jose Police Depart-
ment’s use of force policy. Wade’s
first priority would be to reform the
children protective services system,
he told San José Spotlight.

Another contender is Brian Smith,
apolitical unknown who lives in East
San Jose.

District 1

Planning Commissioner Justin
Lardinois was the first candidate to
declare for the West San Jose seatin
April . He's joined by the president
of the San Jose Downtown Founda-
tionboard, Ramona Snyder. The dis-
trict’sincumbent, Vice Mayor Chap-
pie Jones, terms out next year.

Snyder’s Facebook campaign page
is light on details, but she’s been a
force in downtown for years. She is
aformer chair of the city’s Arts Com-
mission and was part of the team
that helped build a playground at
Sherman Oaks Elementary School.

See CANDIDATES, page 9
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A Macy’s employee was injured during a thwarted organized cie incident at estfield Oakridge Mall.
Macy's employee injured in organized
retail crime incident at Oakridge Mall

ed organized crime incident at Westfield
Oakridge Mallin San Jose atapproximately 6:10
p-m. on Saturday, Dec. 18.

Employees and police stopped 15 would-be male
and female thieves who swarmed into a Macy’s store
in San Jose. While attempting to thwart the thefts an
assailant kicked one employee in the head during the
fracas, authorities said.

Loss prevention employees called 911 to report
thata group of individuals was stealing merchandise
and trying to leave the store, according to police.

The incident came amid a string of mass retail thefts
in the Bay Area that have created major challenges
for law enforcement.

While two female loss-prevention employees tried
to detain atleast one person, some other group mem-
bers returned and assaulted one of the employees,
“pulling her hair, knocking her to the ground, and
kicking herinthe head,” according to the release from
police spokesperson Sgt. Christian Camarillo.

The store employee’s injuries were “minor to mod-
erate,” and she was treated by paramedics at the scene.
Because the attempted theft included violence, the
incident was classified as strong-armed robbery, a
felony, according to police.

When the first officer arrived and helped the Macy’s

! Macy’s employee was injured during a thwart-

employee handcuff the person, a “previously unin-
volved adult female” approached at a very close dis-
tance, according to police. The officer ordered her to
stay back and notinterfere, but she refused, and when
the officer tried to arrest her, “she physically resis-
ted by swinging her arm” at the officer. Police said
they do not know whether she had any connection
to the robbery suspects.

Suspect escapes

While officers were arresting her, the person the
officer had tried to handcuff fled, and there were no
arrests of anyone from the group, police said. More
officers arrived and helped with the investigation,
and more than $1,000 worth of merchandise was
recovered, according to the release.

“This incident illustrates the challenges for police
departments across the state responding to large
groups of suspects during organized retail theft inci-
dents,” Camarillo said in the news release. “Law
enforcement continues to see these organized groups
become more brazen, willing to use violence and carry
firearms.”

Police are requesting help from the public to identi-
[y the people involved in the theft and assault on the
Macy’s employee. Tips can be provided anonymously
via the P3TIPS mobile app, calling the tip line at (408)
947-7867, or on www.svcrimestoppers.org.

Let's Have a
Real Christmas

Instead of running wild for gifts
Why not try to heal some rifts
Call a friend that you've neglected
Maybe someone you've rejected!

Speak to a neighbor you've ignored
Use a handshake and not a sword.
Help a family in distress

Instead of stuffing up yourself
Stuff that old turkey on the shelf.
Don’t buy dad beer that’s iced
To celebrate the birth of Christ!

Let yourself become the manger
For the Child who’s now a stranger.
You be the one to show the love

Be that example from Above!

You've tried for years in many ways

This will even help you with stress!

Tell your spouse you really love them
Let them know that they are a gem.
Hug your children like you mean it
Make up for times when you didn’t!

To celebrate the Christmas days!
Let’s all celebrate right this year
I'm sure it will spread lots of cheer!

Frank Shortt
Christmas 2021
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win e eene . #10 Small Team in the USA

COMING SOON

Coming Soon!! Prime Country Club Location
Custom 5 bedroom home with theater room, gourmet chefs kitchen, sparkling pool and

so much more. approx. 4000 SF of living space. This one won’t last long!
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Coming Soon!! Country Club

4 bedrooms, 2 baths, gourmet kitchen and sparkling pool.

Call us for more information about either property.

B iz~ T s o "E =
1270 Echo Ridge Court - $1,785,000 6933 Castlerock Drive - $2,650,000 854 Bucks Lake Court - $582,000 1299 Littman Drive - $ 2,625,000
represented buyer represented hoth parties represented buyer

WE PUT THE “FULL” IN FULL SERVICE!

Mark’s Mobile: 408.425.2848 Madeline’s Mobile: 408.506.5393

Email: info@thechiavettas.com B Webpage: www.thechiavettas.com
410 N. Santa Cruz Avenuve - Los Gatos, CA 95030  Madeline CaBRE# 01238932 Mark CaBRE# 013764000

COLDWELL
BANKER

REALTY

Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the F
dwell Banker Global xury logo are service marks are registered or pending registrations owned by idwell Banker Real Estate LL(

3ir Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated. Coldwell Banker, the dwell Banker Logo, Coldwell Banker Global Luxury
JIBRE License #01908304
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THE VILLAGES
GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB

The Best Kept Secret in Silicon Valley

e Country Club Living

¢ 18 and 9 Hole Golf Courses

¢ Tennis, Bocce and Pickle Ball
¢ Fitness Center

¢ 4 Swimming Pools with Spa

e Library & Post Office

* Many Clubs & Organizations

% -
2
1%

Dee Ramirez

Realtor Lic # 00683945

REALTY TEAM 408.440_761 7

Email: Dee@DeeRamirez.com

SAN JOSE e )
kw GATEWAY Website: www.DeeRamirez.com

KELLERWILLIAMS Office: 2925 The Villages Parkway * San Jose * CA + 95135
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Times Cover Story

The original trio, Steve Lam as Superman, Dan Nltschke as Captaln America and David Watkins as Bat-
man, have been bringing joy and teddy bears to children for six years.

Heroes

Continued from page 1

It all started when Watkins wanted to give
back to Kaiser Permanente Santa Clara Med-
ical Center after having a cancerous tumor
removed. In 2016, dressed as the Caped Cru-
sader, he was joined by friends Steve Lam as
Superman and Dan Nitschke as Captain Amer-
ica in visiting children in pediatric ICUs. With
billowing capes, the three marched down cor-
ridors to brighten the day for kids spending
the holidays in the hospital.

Watkins was especially moved when the
mother of a little girl thanked him profusely,
saying her daughter hadn’t smiled in weeks.
He resolved to make the visit an annual holi-
day tradition and his friends were more than
happy to join him.

In following years, more superheroes
answered the call. With COVID recently keep-
ing them from visiting hospitals, they turned
to schools.

Watkins said he’s happy to be able to con-

tinue to help kids and show people care.

“It takes a long time to get into these cos-
tumes,” he said, “but it makes all the differ-
ence.”

Principal Sarah Kates-March said it was nice
for the kids to see life can still be magical. She
told the superheroes she was grateful to them
for bringing joy to children who hadn’t had a
lot to look forward to lately.

“These days with COVID...happiness is the
greatest gift,” she said. “I can’t imagine a bet-
ter gift around the holidays.”

Instructional Assistant Gretchen Siri said it
was exciting for the kids to see some of their
heroesin person. Sirialso appreciated their giv-
ing out gifts.

“Some of these kids might not be getting too
much for Christmas,” she said. “So, this is real-
ly nice for them.”

Lam said when he hands a child a bear and
sees their smile and the excitement in their
eyes, there’s nothing like it. Nitschke agrees.

“Seeing their joy, [ want to spend the rest of
my life doing this,” he said.

The superheroes were as excited to give out teddy bears as the children were to receive them. Anderson
Elementary School Principal Sarah Kates-March joined the superheroes in making the moment magical.

Santa

Continued from page 1

flake coding. And don’t forget Santa enthusi-
asts can track his annual flight on Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram, and YouTube!

If your household has become dependent on
Alexa for everything, just say, “Alexa, open Santa
Tracker,” and you’ll be updated with Santa’s
progress.

And for the on-the-go family, OnStar sub-
scribers can receive updates as you're driving
to grandma and grandpa’s house.

The Santa Tracker program started in 1955,
when a local Sears store in Colorado Springs
printed a newspaper ad that invited kids to call

a certain phone number to talk to Santa. The
number was misprinted, and the calls ended
up going to the Continental Air Defense Com-
mand, NORAD's predecessor.

The colonel on duty thatnightrealized the mis-
take. He ordered his officers and his troops to start
tracking Santa using their systems and telling the
kids where Santa was throughout the night.

"While the tradition of tracking Santa began
purely by accident, NORAD continues to track
Santa," according to the website. "We're the
only organization that has the technology, the
qualifications, and the people to do it. And, we
love it! NORAD is honored to be Santa's official
tracker!"

Happy tracking! And don’t forget the milk
and cookies!

3>I<$ A PERFECT HOLIDAY GIET

Nestled within the hills of historic
New Almaden, the Alamitos Vineyards
Great wines pay an homage Estate enjoys panoramic views of the
. . Almaden Reservoir, allowing you to explore,
nd her
to history and heritage taste, and discover the unique beauty of the

San Jose countryside.

YOUR
ALMADEN
WINE TASTING
AND EVENT
VENUE

23505 ALAMITOS RD |

ALAMITOSVINEYARDS.COM

\

SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA | 408-380-2230

Allergy & Asthma Associates of
Santa Clara Valley Research Center

You might
be the one
we are
looking for!

Do you suffer from asthma, chronic cough,
migraines, or peanut or cat allergy? Renowned
doctors here in the San Jose area are conducting
clinical trials that offer free medical treatment
and compensation ranging from $450-$1600 for
time and travel.

Contact our research center:
408/553-0709
kma@allergycare.com

Visit our website at
www.allergycare.com.
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DIRECTV
stream

GETYOURTV TOGETHER

GET THE BEST OF LIVETV
& ON DEMAND WITH

i* NO ANNUAL CONTRACT

DIRECTV STREAM Device (sold separately)

Get HBO Max” included for first 3 months
with CHOICE™ or ULTIMATE package:

*Subject to change. HBD Max auto-renews after 3 moaths at then prevailing rate (cumrently $14.99/mo.),
unless you change or cancel, Req's you o select offer.

CHOICE" PACKAGE
Live TV Channels

‘84"

See below for details.

No annual contract required, No hidden fees
The best of Live TV & On Demand on all your favorite screens

Stream on 20 devices at once in your home—including your
TVs, tablets, smartphones and other connected devices*

*Minimum internet speed of BMbps per stream for optimal viewing. All 20 DIRECTV streams must be on the same home
network and a compatible router is required. Certain channels are excluded. Limit 3 concurrent out-of-home DIRECTV
streams. Restrictions apply. See directv.com/20streams for details.

Access HBO Max only through HBO Max app or hbomax.com HBO Max also includes HBO channels and On Demand on DIRECTV STREAM. Data rates may apply for app download/usage. Offer not available to
DIRECTV and U-verse TV customers switching to DIRECTV STREAM. See back for details.

Contact Your Local DIRECTV Dealer

408.882.9465

DIRECTV
PREFERRED
" DEALER

UARANTEED

Life Insurance
up to $15,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

Cash to help pay your funeral, medical bills
or other final expenses.

* Guaranteed acceptance ages 45 to 85"
* No medical exam, no health questions
* Lock in your rate for life

Call for your FREE Information Kit

1-877-864-3769 %50

or go to life55plus.info/almaden

Here's th

S the Insurance ki you
asked f
Asked for - plus yoyur

Plus - you'll also get a FREE
Final Wishes Planner!

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies.
6236 Benefits reduced first two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: LT7T00K; TN: LT70TN).
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Times Community News

SJPD investigates shooting
at Westfield Oakridge Mall

an Jose Police Officers responded to

Westfield Oakridge Mall located on

Blossom Hill Road for a shooting inci-
dent that occurred on Monday, Dec. 20 at
approximately 5:48 p.m.

Several 911 callers reported gunshots
being fired inside the mall near the Forev-
er 21 store. Witnesses reported atleast one
shooting victim. At the time of the incident
the mall was crowded with Christmas shop-
pers and the scene quickly turned chaotic.

The first officers to arrive were on scene
in less than two minutes. Based on prelim-
inary information they responded as if there
could possibly be an active shooter in the
mall.

Police utilized protocols to deal with a
possible active shooter. Officers quickly
deployed into the mall and reported that
there was no active gunfire occurring.

Astheincidentevolved, police confirmed
that a shooting had occurred. Evidence of
a shooting was located near the reported
scene, but the shooting victim could not be

located after multiple hours of searching.

Mall employees and shoppers were asked
to shelter in place while police conducted
a search for suspects and victims.

Asthe search was occurring, police escort-
ed everyone from the mall.

Several agencies responded to assist with
thisincident, including SanJosé Fire Depart-
ment, Santa Clara County Sheriff's Office,
California Highway Patrol, Santa Clara Coun-
ty Emergency Medical Services, and many
other first responders who were first on
scene.

Anyone with information regarding this
incident is asked to call our detective
bureau at 408-277-3835.

Submit crime tips and remain anonymous
by using the P3TIPS mobile app, calling the
tip line at (408) 947-STOP, or on www.
svcrimestoppers.org. If the information you
submit leads to an arrest, you are eligible
for a cash reward from the Silicon Valley
Crime Stoppers Program.
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Elementary School

Cahalan Rark

Police closed local freeway offramps and access to Oakridge Mall during their response to the shoot-

ing on Dec. 20.

TECH JARGON OF THE WEEK
Al Code of Ethics

ave you ever stumbled into a conver-
H sation where everyone is speaking

around this “techie” word - and even
after you've broken in, it is difficult to under-
stand the unfamiliar jargon and acronyms?
Well, there’s no need to sweat it. Let us teach
you the meaning of some commonly used tech
words:

Al Code of Ethics

Al promises a smarter world - a world
where finance algorithms analyze data better
than humans, self-driving cars save millions
of lives from accidents, and medical robots
eradicate disease. But machines aren’t perfect.
Whether an automated trading agent buys the
wrong stock, a self-driving car hits a pedes-
trian, or a medical robot misses a cancerous
tumor - machines will make mistakes that
severely impact human lives.

Codes of ethics serve arole in any field that
impacts human lives, such as in medicine or
engineering. Tech organizations like the Insti-
tute for Electronics and Electrical Engineers
(IEEE) and the Association for Computing
Machinery (ACM) also adhere to codes of ethics
to keep technology beneficial, but there is a
greater need of a concrete ethical framework
to guide all researchersinvolved in Al's devel-

opment.

An Al code of ethics is a formalized speci-
fication guiding the human-generated design
of intelligent Al agents and the autonomous
behavior of those systems. Al ethics is cate-
gorized in the first case as roboethics and in
the second case as machine ethics.

The code of ethics, like the social contract
for humans, is designed to support the com-
mon good of humans and the world we live
in. As such, it seeks to prevent artificial intel-
ligence developers from purposely designing
Al systems for destruction of humans and the
habitat that supports us. Similarly, it seeks to
ensure that machine behavior will not evolve
in ways that threaten humans.

Isaac Asimov, the science fiction writer, fore-
saw the potential dangers of autonomous Al
agents long before their development, and
developed The Three Laws of Robotics as a
means of limiting those risks. The first law
forbids that robot actively harm humans or
allow harm to come to them through refus-
ingtoact. The second law orders them to obey
humans unless the orders were not in accor-
dance with the first law. The third law orders
robots to protect themselves, insofar as doing
so is in accordance with the first two laws.

Do you enjoy reading this column? Send in
your comments or feedback to the author at
shub.saxen@gmail.com. Shubhi Asthana works
as a Research Senior Software Engineer at the
IBM Almaden Research Center, San Jose.



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ® ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Times Community News

Candidates

Continued from page 4

Lardinois, who has served on the commis-
sion since July 2020, is also a former member
of the city’s Housing and Community Devel-
opment Commission. His priorities include more
affordable housing, more opportunities for first-
time homebuyers, sanctioned encampments
and safer streets for cyclists and pedestrians.

District 3

Peralez terms out next year and is running
for mayor. The downtown seat has flip-flopped
between labor and business interests over the
years—before Peralez, Liccardo represented
District 3 and before him Chavez held the seat.
She headed the South Bay Labor Council.

Health care professional and former Con-
gressional candidate Ivan Torres and attorney
Elizabeth Chien-Hale have already declared for
the seat. They’ll be joined by Gulf War veteran
and 2006 City Council Candidate Dennis Kyne,
Miles Christopher Linden and Irene Smith.

Kyne,a 15-year Army veteran and insurance
worker, previously ran for the seat in 2006.
Similar to his prior campaign, Kyne’s top pri-
ority is ending the homelessness crisis in the
city.

Linden declared his candidacy last month. San
José Spotlight couldn’t find a website or other
campaign materials for him.

Smith has lived in the downtown area since
1989, according to her campaign website. She’s
looking for a different solution to homeless-
ness with alot more coordination between the
county and state.

“No group knows what the other is spend-
ing or how the programs might work togeth-
er. There has been no coordination, no master
plan,” she says on her website.

District 5

One of the most highly-anticipated council
races is the fight for the East San Jose seat.

Three longtime politicians have already
declared for the East San Jose crown: Santa
Clara County Board of Education Trustee Peter
Ortiz , Planning Commission Chair Rolando
Bonilla , and former Assemblymember Nora
Campos, who held the seat from 2001 to 2010.

Ortiz won election to the Board of Education
in 2018, and has kept active in East San Jose’s
small business community. He wants to launch
paid job training programs for the district’s

unemployed residents, sanctioned encamp-
ments and alternative policing, such as com-
munity patrols.

Bonilla, a former City Hall insider, created a
grant program in February to help East San
Jose small businesses during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Earlier this year, he asked the City Coun-
cil to spend millions in East San Jose for eco-
nomic recovery and pressured the council to
increase illegal dumping fees .

Campos is no newcomer to politics. Both she
and her brother, Xavier, have represented Dis-
trict 5 on the City Council. Her latest comeback
centers around supplying East San Jose busi-
nesses with resources to survive the pandem-
ic.

Radio anchor H.G. Nguyen is the latest to join
the race.

Nguyen doesn’t have an official campaign
website, but she has been active in the city’s
Vietnamese community. She hosts San Jose Co
Gi La, a local Vietnamese language radio sta-
tion.

Nguyen and husband Thuan Nguyen ran the
Vietnamese American Chamber of Commerce
of Santa Clara Valley, according to a report by
the Silicon Valley Business Journal .

District 7

Incumbent Councilmember Maya Esparza,
former director of Destination: Home ‘s home-
less veterans campaign , has filed for reelec-
tion.

Esparzawill face two Vietnamese Americans
for the East San Jose seat: San Jose Fire Cap-
tain Bien Doan and East Side Union High School
District Board President Van Le . Esparza is
expected to draw significant support from the
city’s labor camp.

Esparza defeated former Councilmember
Tam Nguyen in 2018 leading to a loss in Viet-
namese representation — compounded by
Diep’s loss in 2020. Vietnamese leaders are
eager to win back a seat for their community.

District 9

After coasting to victory in 2018, incumbent
Pam Foley officially announced her run for
reelection on Thursday. She currently has no
competition, according to the city’s filings.

“Ithas been an honor to represent the neigh-
bors of District 9 on the San Jose City Council,”
Foley said in a statement. “We have been able
to accomplish so much—but we still have much
more to do.”
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Windows and Patio Doors!

m 50 Money Down

$0 Interest

' 50 Monthly Payments
for 12 months’

BUY ONE, GET ONE

Call by May 31

for your FREE consultation.

RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULLSERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

Become a Published Author.

We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing: Trusted by Authors Since 1920

Book manuscript submissions currently being
reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consultation,
Production, Promotion and Distribution

Call for Your Free Author’s Guide
1-844-593-0381

or visit dorranceinfo.com/almtimes

'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 5/31/2022. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/ patio door 40% off, and
12 months $0 money down, $0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 1/1/2022 and 5/31/2022. 40% off windows
and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all
interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal
and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list
price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request.
Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. "Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2022
Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. RBA12848 *Using U.S. and imported parts.
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Together, we've
completed 50,000 repairs
for our most vulnerable
community members in
the last 30 years

Now more than ever, we have come to appreciate the importance of a safe place to call
home. At RTSV, as a nonprofit we are proud to provide critical and safety repairs at no cost
to our local neighbors in need across Santa Clara County. But we can’t do it without you.

Ways to get involved f , m‘k

b
V4! Siicon valley
eals
Celeprating 30 ¥ ’

Rebuilding Together Silicon Valley
408-578-9519
1701 South Seventh Street #10, San Jose CA, 95112

rtsv.org | Facebook | Instagram | Twitter

Volunteers Joined us, safely, for Rebuilding Day, April 17 & 24, 2021, as
an individual volunteer or with your corporate or community group.
Contractors We work with contractors that possess CA contractor
specialty (Class C) in painting, plumbing, HVAC, roofing or electrical.
Donate Sign up to sponsor an upcoming neighbor in need build or
donate at www.rtsv.org today.
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New playground equipment designed

to assist handicapped children

By William Bellou
Publisher
he Almaden Lake Playground Project, which will replace
Tthe existing playground, hillside slides and nature
paths, has received a $20,000 grant from the Kiwanis
Children’s Fund.

The playground project is designed for children, parents
and adults of all ages and physical abilities to play together
and socialize with each other in a highly diverse environ-
ment within the Almaden Valley community.

“Members of the Kiwanis Club of Almaden Valley are excit-
ed to have received this grant, which will assist in our effort
to help children thrive, prosper and grow,” said Clay Marr,
Almaden Kiwanis Club Board Member: “We know kids need
Kiwanis, in our community and in communities around the
world.”

Inclusion

The new playground equipment is designed to give hand-
icapped children a chance to play with children of any abil-

ity and allow them to get to know each other. Caregivers,
grandparents and any adult can also interact with this high-
ly inclusive demographic and everyone benefits by giving
and sharing in normal fun and interaction. By sharing this
experience, we can build the future full of hope and well-
being.

[} Q'\‘!
WASNGY,
AL LAY~

= E 24
e N

Phone: 408-268-8530

Amy L. Horowitz Attorney at Law

Almaden Law Group provides
estate planning
and probate services.

Amy is committed to delivering high value services
at a reasonable price. She establishes a comfortable,
compassionate and trusting relationship with her clients.

Contact Almaden Law Group
to schedule a free initial
office consultation.

Almaden Law Group
6501 Crown Boulevard, Suite 200

Email: amy@almadenlawgroup.com
www.almadenlawgroup.com
Now accepting all major credit cards

Playground & Nature Area

Grants from San Jose City and Santa Clara County assist-
ed in getting the Almaden Lake Playground Project, started.
Now Grants and donations from service organizations and
the community expand the playground beyond the initial
grant funding and help to invest in a Playgarden & Nature
Area. This will create a space where children and adults of
all abilities can gather locally.

Clay said the project was selected based on community
need. “We worked with city leaders and other nonprofits
to identify their needs and help provide something that will
really benefit kids and their families and friends in our com-
munity.”

Kiwanis Club of Almaden Valley is also working with the
City of San Jose, the Almaden Valley Rotary Club and sev-
eral other service organizations on the project”, he said.

The Kiwanis Club of Almaden Valley is also supporting
the following projects:

The Kiwanis Special Games: An all-day Special Olympics-
type eventwhere handy capped studentathletes from around
Santa Clara County participate in a variety of modified sports
activities, winning ribbons for their efforts. It has been going
on for over 33 years.

Turnaround Scholarships: Provides financial rewards
to ‘at-risk’ high school seniors who have made admirable
changes in their lives, allowing them to graduate and go on
to attend college or other accredited training programs.

Kiwanis Key Clubs at Pioneer and Leland High Schools.

Playground at Parma Park: Maintenance in partnership
with Parks & Rec

Teen Challenge

Second Harvest Food Bank

Family Giving Tree

The Almaden Kiwanis Club currently holds fund-raisers
to support the projects, including the gala evening for Turn-
Around Scholarships, food stands at Almaden Lake for the
July 4th celebrations and supporting Registrar of Voters in
all local, state, and national elections.

Clay, who has been a member of the Kiwanis Club of
Almaden Valley for 5 years, says the club welcomes new
members. The club meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m.

“The community is welcome to join us at a service proj-
ect and find out if Kiwanis is right for you,” Clay said. “We
have a great time and enjoy planning our fundraisers. Our
meetings often feature a speaker or incorporate some of the
youth programs we sponsor.”

“Kids need Kiwanis, now more than ever before, and this
Playgarden is an example of how our club can meet a need
in our community,” said Clay. “If you would like to find more
about this amazing project, please visit https://kiwanis-
clubofalmadenvalley.com and click on the READ MORE

button in the right-hand column.

Help needed

“The Almaden Valley Playgarden & Nature Area will become
a wonderful destination gathering place for our communi-
ty, said Clay. “We strongly encourage you to join us by donating to
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ASK THE DMV
Check some stress off

your list and utilize some of
DMV’s convenient services

( Tis the season to...wait in line! Whether it’s at the grocery store,

the post office or the mall, we've all been there - but don’t let
the DMV be one of those places.

Now you can add DMV to the “nice list” for not having to wait in line
for some online services.

Q: I saw a DMV Now kiosk at my local grocery store. What is
used for and how can I use it? Can I use it if I can’t make it to the
DMV office before the holidays?

A: Yes! If you are unable to make it to the DMV before the holiday
season, you can use one of the hundreds of DMV Now kiosks located
throughout the state to help complete your vehicle registration renew-
al, submit proof of insurance, receive a driver or vehicle record, and
more.

DMV Now kiosks are convenient and allow you to conduct transac-
tions quickly and efficiently. Simply scan your document, pay the fees
using a card or cash (where available) and then print your registra-
tion card and sticker, planned non-operation acknowledgment, and
more, right on the spot.

DMV kiosks are freestanding self-service touchscreen devices that
guide you through various DMV transactions, from registration renew-
al and payment to submitting proof of insurance. To locate a conven-
ient kiosk near your, visit: www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/locations/kiosks.

Q: My car registration is out of date and I don’t have time to visit
the DMV before the holidays. Can I renew my registration online?

A: Yes! Skip the line this holiday season and renew your vehicle reg-
istration online. The DMV offers a variety of online services that make
completing your DMV business easy and efficient, from renewing vehi-
cle registration to changing your address, or driver’s license renewal
- and much more! Find a www.dmv.ca.gov portal/dmv-online you
guessed it, online!

In addition to online services, the DMV offers other methods for com-
pleting select transactions to help reduce your trips to the DMV and
save you time this holiday season, including DMV kiosks and Business
Partner Automation (BPA) locations:

Our Business Partner Automation (BPA) program authorizes qual-
ified partners to process vehicle related transactions, including vehi-
cle registration and titling, from their remote locations. Learn more
about the BPA program visit www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/vehicle-indus-
try-services/business-partner-automation-program and what trans-
actions can be processed.

For more information or answers to questions not listed here, please
visit www.dmv.ca.gov

Times Local News

Kids are now
learning math on
their phone

New ways of instantly breaking
down math solving
approaches with cyber help

subject is the hardest to find quality help with

online, and you willundoubtedly hear that Math
remains the most challenging. Backing this up,arecent
survey of students showed that math is the number
one subjectin 35 states that students are struggling
with this year alone, making up
35% of the questions alone on
Brainly’s platform.

This is why Brainly, the
world’s largest online learning
platform and homework help
community, created Math
Solver, their online feature
focused specifically on provid-
ing step-by-step solutions to
complex math problems.

Math Tutor is available for

! sk any middle or high school student which

free as part of Brainly’s suite of learning tools and is
accessible to all 350M users across 35 countries, on
supported mobile and tablet devices.

Math Solver, was created to remove the confusion
and anxiety from mathematics and provide users with
a clear path to solving even the most difficult alge-
bra problems. By simply taking a photo of the prob-
lem, or writing itinto your mobile device’s touchscreen,
Math Solver instantly provides a detailed step by step
explanation or a graphic visual of the solution. Math
Solver’s straight forward, step by step walkthroughs
have also been created to help parents, who are often
just as stumped as kids are when it comes to assist-
ing with math study.

“During the last year, Brainly continues to be an
integral part of how students are learning, with the
shift to virtual education,” said Patrick Quinn, resi-
dent parenting expert at Brainly. “Math has always
been the most active topic on Brainly so we know
justhow helpful this product will be for Brainly users.”

If your kid is struggling with Math, you know that
they are certainly not alone. These top five states are
the ones who struggle with math the most: Florida,
Georgia, Arizona, Nevada and North Carolina.

For more personal assistance with all other sub-
jects, Brainly Tutor offers one-on-one instant access
to qualified teachers to help solve problems and
answer questions in real time. With Math Solver and
Brainly Tutor, Brainly provides support to both stu-
dents and parents looking for help outside of the
classroom.

Editor’s Note: To learn more go to Brainly.com

Playground

Continued from previous page
this worthwhile projectand pro-
moting this effort with your
friends and family!”

You will also find more infor-
mation about the Kiwanis Club i |
of Almaden Valley on our Face-
book page https://www. facebook.com/kiwanis almadenvalley/

The Kiwanis Children’s Fund raises money and provides support for
Kiwanis clubs around the world for projects related to childhood health
and nutrition, education and literacy and youth leadership develop-
ment. Visit: www.kiwanischildrensfund.org for more information.

About Kiwanis International

Founded in 1915, Kiwanis International is a global organization of
clubs and members dedicated to serving the children of the world.
Kiwanis and its family of clubs, including Circle K International for uni-
versity students, Key Club for students age 14-18, Builders Club for
students age 11-14, K-Kids for students age 6-12 and Aktion Club for
adults with disabilities, annually dedicate more than 18.5 million serv-
ice hours to strengthen communities and serve children. The Kiwanis
International family comprises more than 537,000 adult and youth
members in 85 nations and geographic areas.

Visit kiwanis.org for more information.

IN MEMORY
William (Bill)

Jackson

November 1941 -
December 2021
Resident of San Jose

illiam (Bill) Jackson pas-
Wsed away peacefully after
a 10 year battle with Park-

inson’s Disease.

In 1964 Bill married his child-
hood sweetheart, Cynthia (Cynie)
Witbeck. “Best thing I've ever
done.” Soon after his San Jose State
graduation, Bill began his teaching
career. He taught science at Dart-

. mouth Middle School for 34 years
and coached a variety of sports for
many of those.

Bill and Cynie’s greatest joy was
raising two wonderful sons, Tom
and Mike, who grew into great men
and made them proud. They
brought twospecial ladies into our
family, Jill and Tamra, plus 5 mag-
nificent grandkids, Logan and
Delaney (Tom and Jill) and Ava,
Owen, and Cole (Mike and Tamra).
They provided new joys, laughter,
and pride! Bill and Cynie moved to
The Villages Golf Community 23+
years ago, providing time to make
great friends, play golf, and enjoy
years of travel.

A private gathering will be held
for family as per Bill's wishes. “I've
lived a good life. No regrets.”

Silicon Valley Reads 2021

www.siliconvalleyreads.org
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le with young children, but teaching

them to have a healthy relationship
with money from a young age is important
to lots of parents around the globe.

With this in mind, financial experts from
money.co.uk have compiled alist of their top
10 tips for teaching your children about
money.

[ hope you find this release useful. If you
do use any of the tips provided, we ask that
you provide a clickable link to www.

Finance can be a difficult topic to tack-

money.co.uk/share-dealing.htm who com-
missioned them.

1. Start with the basics of money and
finance

How you introduce money to your chil-
dren will partly depend on their age. A good
place to startis getting children comfortable
handling cash and coins. Explain to them
how money is used to buy things and that it
must be earned before it can be spent.

2. Speak openly about small financial
decisions

SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ®m ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM
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The importance of establishing a healthy relationship with money from a young age

Start getting your child involved with minor
financial decisions, such as which brands
and items to buy when shopping. In this way,
your child is able to understand the deci-
sions you make while also feeling in control
of certain financial choices. Older children
could also help with budgeting while shop-
ping if you ask them to keep a running total
of the items you buy. Not only will this help
their math skills, but it can also help them
to understand how small items can still add
up in price and not everything is affordable

on a budget.

3. Try simple games and toys with
younger children

Creating easy monetary games such as
counting pennies can help your child under-
stand the value of different denominations
of money. Try using a pile of 1 cent coins and
asking your child to match the number of
coins to the price of a higher value coin, such
as 10 cents or 25 cents.

4. Set a good example with your own
finances (See next page)
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Finances, continued

There’s no two ways about it, children
learn money habits from their parents.
Showing them small activities such as check-
ing the receipt after your shop or putting
money into savings can start developing
positive habits from a young age. Encour-
age your child to ask questions without
repercussion in this setting. While you might
notnecessarily have all the answers, open-
ing up a dialogue is a healthy way for your
child to learn more about finance.

5. Use pocket money as an incentive
for small tasks

Using pocket money as an incentive to
do chores around the house not only helps
you, but it also helps your child learn more
about the value of money and what it takes
to earn it. Creating a simple plan with a set
amount of money for different tasks, along
with caps per week or month, is a great
way to help your child start understanding
where money comes from.

6.Use pocket money to teach children
how to save

Alongside teaching children the rela-
tionship between work and money, house-
hold chores and pocket money is also a
great opportunity to show children how to
save. If your child has shown interest in a
more expensive purchase, you could set
them up with an old-fashioned piggy bank
where they can ‘deposit’ their earnings or
chart for them to fill out so they can track
how much money they have.

7. Reward them by learning about
interest

Paying small amounts of interest on the
money your child has saved is a helpful way
to encourage them to keep saving. Older chil-
dren will be delighted to learn that the inter-
est they earned last week can be used to
earn more interest if they save until next
week.

8. Use trips to the shop to learn about
saving vs. spending

Another practical way to teach a child
about the benefits of saving is by visiting
shops. Allow them full control of their own

money on the understanding that if they
don’thave enough they won’tbe able to bor-
row any more. The more they feel in con-
trol of their own finances, the more they
will be able to make sensible decisions when
it comes to spending or saving.

9.Use digital tools with older children

There are a whole range of online tools
for teaching older children about online
banking and using cards for payments. One
of the leading products on the market is
GoHenry, which is suitable for those aged
six and up, costs $3.99 a month and allows
parents to set strict spending limits, mon-
itor what their kids are buying and where
they are spending their money.

10.Teach older children aboutselling
old toys for extra money

Ifyou don’t want to give your child pock-
etmoney, teaching them about ways to earn
money for themselves is a helpful alterna-
tive. When they’re old enough, you could
ask your child to go through their old toys,
booksand clothesand setaside which ones
they’d like to sell. You can then sell these
on their behalfthrough online auction sites
such as eBay or Facebook Marketplace. Not
only is this a great way for your child to feel
independent in earning their own money,
it presents an opportunity to also discuss
how to use the internet safely.

Salman Haqqji, personal finance expert
from money.co.uk, speaks about why teach-
ing children how to handle money from a
young age is so beneficial.

“Creating an environment in which you
are able to speak more openly with your
children about your financial decisions is
vital to engaging them from a young age on
the value of money. Showing them how to
make choices when shopping will set up
good habits and understanding of manag-
ing money.”

Haqqi also states: “It'simportant to make
sure your lessons are age-appropriate and
thatyou continue to involve and teach your
children about money as they grow. A
healthy relationship with finances starts at
a young age, and children learn most of
their habits from their parents.”

but I’'m never alone.
I have Life Alert.

One press of a button
sends help fast, 24/7,
even when you
can't reach a phone.

AS SEEN ON

Life Alert

For a FREE brochure call:

1-866-405-1873

San Jose Center for the
Performing Arts

RIVERDANCE 25TH ANNIVERSARY SHOW AS YOUVE NEVER SEEN IT BEFORE.

IMMERSE YOURSELF IN THE EXTRAORDINARY POWER AND GRACE OF IT'S MUSIC
AND DANCE-BELOVED BY FANS OF ALL AGES. FALL IN LOVE WITH THE MAGIC OF
RIVERDANCE ALL OVER AGAIN.

PRICE: $70.00 SEATS WILL BE ASSIGNED WHEN TICKETS ARE PAID FOR.
TRANSPORTATION ON YOUR OWN.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING, CALL DONNA AT 408 266-4238 OR
EMAIL US AT: DSMITH25118[n SBCGLOBAL.NET

PLEASE VIEW BROADWAY SAN JOSE'S SAFE AND CLEAN COMMINTMENT AT:

http://broadwaysanjose.com/information/safe-clean-commitment
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Trust Mexico Lindo for your next
group outlng or prlvate party!

Experience the taste of authentic made from scratch Mexican food while dining
at Mexico Lindo for your next group outing or private party! We offer an indoor
and/or outdoor dining experience and a full bar. Our location is the perfect venue
for all of your small and large private dining events including birthday parties,
school reunions, anniversaries, work outings, and more!

San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo is pictured in this file photo.

Proposed congressional
boundaries could split San Jose

5635 Silver Creek Valley Road
San Jose, CA 95123

Reservations: 408.270.5463

Sun - Thursday 11am - 9pm
Friday - Saturday 11am - 10pm
For event info contact: Michelle@MexicoLindoS).com

Follow us on Instagram for updates & weekly specials: @mexicolindosc
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WasH Your HANDS:

After you cough, sneeze or use the bathroom.
Before you fouch your eyes, nose & mouth.

After you touch dirty tissues or dirty surfaces.
Before you prepare food and before you eat.

Wosh your honds with soap &
warm water -0R- clean your honds with
alcohol-based hand cleaner.

Santa Clara County

PUBL'C
HEALH

By Eli Wolfe
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight
an Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo is urging
S a state commission not to adopt polit-
ical boundaries that would potential-
ly weaken the power of Silicon Valley’s
biggest city.

Liccardo is asking the California Citizens
Redistricting Commission to not approve a
map that will split San Jose across four con-
gressional districts. Most of the city is now
located in the 19th District under Rep. Zoe
Lofgren.

“None of the four San Jose districts would
have a majority of San Jose residents, so
California’s third largest city would become
the only major city without a congressper-
son primarily representing the city’s col-
lective interests,” Liccardo said in a state-
ment.

States are charged with redrawing polit-
ical boundaries once every decade to make
sure a relatively equal number of people

arerepresented in each district. The process
occurs on the local level, too: Santa Clara
County is about to approve a new map of
its five supervisorial districts, and San Jose
is still tinkering with its lines.

California has to establish its final map
of political boundaries by Dec.27. The com-
mission is meeting Tuesday for discussion
and to receive public comments.

Shaking up Silicon Valley

The latest iteration of California’s con-
gressional map would dramatically shake
up Silicon Valley. It would split San Jose into
the 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th districts.
Cupertino, Sunnyvale and Santa Clara would
be split from Mountain View and Palo Alto.

Lofgren, who was not available for com-
ment, would have her district shifted fur-
ther south. She would have constituents in
King City and Salinas in neighboring Mon-
terey County. Rep. Jimmy Panetta, based in
thatregion, would have a district with hun-
dreds of thousands of South San Jose resi-

San Oakland i
gresssn o 13
“Francisco’ —
5an Leandro racy
Livermore
ressioaMaten 4 Frémont;
Rec
San Mateg : *
Surnyva
4 San Jose
res
Safita Cruz )
Gikroy
Santa Cruz
Watsonville

The current congressional district boundaries for Silicon Valley. Image from California Citizens Redis-

tricting Commission.



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ® ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Times Local News

San
Francisco
Livermore
San Mateo Fremont
5; (X
San Jose
Janta L'aa
ﬁa_nra'[_'l.ir

Salinas

Oakdale

Modesto
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Atwater
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Soledad
Greenfield
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The proposed new congressional district boundaries for Silicon Valley. Image from California Citi-

zens Redistricting Commission.

dents.

Liccardo said farmworkers in the Salinas
Valley and coastal residents in Monterey
deserve to have a representative who lives
close by.

“(They) deserve the full attention of a con-
gressperson who does not need to drive an
hour north to a district office located near
the world headquarters of Adobe, Western
Digital or Zoom,” he said in a statement.

Commissioner Isra Ahmad told San José
Spotlight the state Redistricting Commission
follows six criteria for redrawing congres-
sional boundaries: districts must be of equal
population; comply with the federal Voting
Rights Act; be contiguous; minimize the divi-
sion of cities, counties and neighborhood
communities of interest; and ensure each
Senate district has two complete and adja-
cent Assembly districts. The commission
does not consider how maps will affect
incumbents or candidates.

“Our mission here is to really prioritize
communities and center communities of
interest in these maps,” she said.

Terry Christensen, a retired political sci-
ence professor at San Jose State University,
said it’s difficult to see what communities of
interest the commission considered when
crafting the congressional districts. As an
example, he said it doesn’t make sense to
redraw lines that place Edenvale and Ever-
green together, and Palo Alto with Half Moon
Bay.

“The mayor is right that it would be best
to have a single San Jose-dominant district,”
Christensen told San José Spotlight. “On the
other hand, if the city is split into four dis-

tricts we could, at least in theory, have not
one but four representatives.”

Palo Alto Councilmember Greg Tanaka
says Liccardo is right to be upset about San
Jose splitting into multiple districts. Tana-
ka, who is running for Congress, is similar-
ly concerned with how redistricting will
potentially split the handful of tech-heavy
cities that form the heart of Silicon Valley.

“They basically carved out Cupertino, Sun-
nyvale and Santa Clara away from Mountain
View and Palo Alto—the traditional Silicon
Valley cities,” Tanaka told San José Spotlight.

He noted some of the tech cities are being
mixed into districts with rural communities,
such as Pescadero and La Honda. Tanaka is
worried these new political boundaries will
break up Asian communities in Silicon Val-
ley, diluting their voting power. This concern
has been echoed in local redistricting bat-
tles, with political leaders saying some maps
will harm Asian American voting power.

“I don’t think (the commission) was pre-
serving communities of interest—I think
they were trying to keep the same racial bal-
ance as ten years ago,” Tanaka said, refer-
ring to atime when Silicon Valley had a high-
er proportion of white residents.

Ahmad noted communities of interesthave
to be defined by geography. This makes it
difficult when considering how to preserve
regions unified by adominantindustry, such
as tech.

“When we say Silicon Valley is a tech com-
munity of interest, where is it? Does it run
from Palo Alto to Santa Clara or Sunnyvale,
or does it run all the way to San Francisco?”
she said.
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RVshare

Earn up to $20,000 by renting
your RV through RVshare!

Learn more and sign up for free today
> rvrent.org/evrgrn

LIFE LINE SCREENING,

The Power of Prevention

Are you at risk for stroke or
cardiovascular disease?

Screenings are easy, painless and non-invasive.

Call Life Line Screening at
833-334-0139

Special Offer for Readers
5 screening
package for
$149
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Call to get an ADT Security System +
Get a $100 ADT Visa Reward Card FREE’

ADT's 24/7 monitoring plus top of the line security cameras help ensure your loved
ones are safe — whether you're out and about or in the next room.

$100 ADT Visa
Reward Card

FREE

*With 36-month monitoring contract. Early termination and installation fees apply. Reward card issued
by MetaBank®, N.A., Member FDIC. Card terms and expiration apply. For full terms, see below.

Call today to speak with a home security expert

1-877-326-1543

*§100 ADT Visa Reward Card: Requires 36-month monitoring contract starting at $28.99/mo. (24-month monitoring contract n California, total fees from $695.76), and enrollment in ADT EasyPay. Requires
minimum purchase price of $449, One (1) Visa Reward Cord valued ot $100 is redeemable seven (7] days after system is installed, wherein on email is sent to the customer's email address associated with
their account with a promo code. The customer must validate the promo code on the website provided in the email and a physical card will be sent in the mail. Installation must occur within 60 days of
offer expiration dote to receive card. Applicable to new and resale scle types only. Card is issued by MetaBank", N.A., Member FDIC, pursuant to o license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. No cash access or recurring
payments. Can be used everywhere Visa debit cards are accepted. Card valid for up to 6 months; unused funds will forfeit after the valid thru date. Card terms and canditions apply.

Interactive Services: ADT Command Interactive Solutions Services (*ADT Command”) helps you manage your home environment and family lifestyle. Requires purchase of an ADT alarm system with
36-month monitoring contract ranging from $45.99-959.9%/me. with GSP (4-month momtonng contract in Californi, total fees mngmg $1,103.76-$1,439.76), enrollment in ADT EasyPay, and a compatible
device with Internet and emoil occess. These interactive services do not cover the ope ¢ of any household t/systems that are connected to the ADT Command equipment. All
ADT Command services ore not available with allinteractive service levels. All ADTCommond services may not be available in all geogruph:c areas. You may be required to pay odditional charges to purchase
equipment required to utilize the interactive service features you desire.

General: Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm verification. System remains property of ADT. Local permit fees may be required. Prices and offers
subject to change and may vary by market. Additional toxes and fees may apply. Satisfactory credit required. A security deposit may be required. Simulated screen images and photos are for illustrative
purposes only.

©2021 ADT LLC dba ADT Security Services. All rights reserved. ADT, the ADT logo, 800.ADT.ASAP and the product/service names listed in this document are marks and/or registered marks. Unauthorized
use is strictly prohibited. Third-party marks are the property of their respective owners. License information available at www.ADT.com/legal or by calling 800.ADT.ASAP. Licenses: AL 233, 234, 438,
506, 1519, CA ACO7155, 974443, PPO120288; FLEFODOTIZ1; LA F1639, F1640, F1643, F1654; MA 172C; NC Licensed by the Alarm Systems Licensing Board of the State of North Caroling; 2736-C5A, 2397-C5A,
2381-CSA; NJ Burg & Fire Business Lic. #34BF00048300, 200 Eost Park, Ste. 200, Mt. Lourel, NJ 08054; NY 12000305415; PA 090797; M 1501951, DF-CD-NP-Q421

ADT
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It’s easy & FREE e 7

to get rid of your junk

Environmental Services

S5Jenvironment.org/junkpickup
Report illegal dumping: 408-535-3500

Help keep our neighborhood clean!

SAN JOSE

CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY

The Santa Clara County Supervisors voted 3-2 to approve the 90195 Map, introduced by Supervisor Gindy Chavez.

Santa Clara County lawmakers choose new political map

New redistricting map

unites Evergreen Valley

By Eli Wolfe
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight
fter months of intense debate and con-
Atroversy, Santa Clara County has taken
an important step to finalize its polit-
ical boundaries for the next decade.

The Board of Supervisors voted 3-2 on
Tuesday to advance a map known as draft
90195, introduced by Supervisor Cindy
Chavez. The map is a variation of the Yel-
low Map, a controversial option advanced
by a coalition of civil rights and labor groups.
Supervisors considered eight other maps
during their meeting, mostly variations of
the Yellow Map.

Supervisors Chavez, Susan Ellenberg and
Otto Lee voted in favor of the 90195 Map.
Supervisors Mike Wasserman and Joe Simit-
ian voted against it. Chavez’s map is a mod-
ified version of the Yellow Map, previously
known as the Unity Map.

The 90195 Map has a population devia-
tion of 4.1%, meaning it has a relatively
equal number of people living in each of the
county’s five districts. It's similar to the Yel-
low Map in that it creates a “majority-minor-
ity” Asian-Pacific Islander district in District
3, and maintains a Latino influence district
in District 2.

Critically, the map removes Los Gatos and
Almaden Valley from District 1 and places
them in District 5—a point of controversy
that has prompted fierce debates in past
meetings and legal questions from oppo-
nents. The map also unites Evergreen, does
notsplitthe Willow Glen neighborhood and
uses barriers like the Capitol Expressway
and the Guadalupe River to create natural
district boundaries.

Chavez expressed confidence in the 90195
Map’s positive attributes. She acknowledged
the challenges of the redistricting process,
noting every tweak to an existing boundary
line can have significant consequences for
residents.

“Every time you touch a census tract it
has aripple effect on another area,” Chavez

said. “So these were really challenging to put
together.”

Moving the lines

The Yellow Map, introduced months ago
by groups including Silicon Valley Rising
Action, Asian Law Alliance and the San
Jose/Silicon Valley NAACP, upset opponents
who claimed it would dilute conservative
power in District 1 by cleaving off Almaden
Valley and Los Gatos.

Gerrymandering accusations

Several community leaders accused the
map of gerrymandering because it would
exclude two candidates from the District 1
election-former San Jose Councilmember
Johnny Khamis and Los Gatos Vice Mayor
Rob Rennie. They also raised last-minute
legalissues and claimed Chavez should have
beenbarred from voting due to alleged con-
flicts of interest.

Chavez said the 90195 Map improves on
the Yellow Map by reducing the population
imbalance between districts and improv-
ing contiguity and compactness of borders—
criteria required by state and federal law
for jurisdictions engaged in the once-in-a-
decade redrawing of political lines.

Wasserman reintroduced the EE 2.0 Map,
an option discarded at a November meet-
ing. He said it deserved consideration
because it has the lowest population imbal-
ance of any proposal at 1.2%. He said the
county currently hasa 17.2% deviation, well
above the state guideline of 10%.

“lattribute a lot of that to the fact we did-
n't start with the lowest deviation possible
11 years ago,” Wasserman said.

Residents still unhappy

Residents in favor of Chavez’s map large-
ly echoed what has been said of the Yellow
Map: that it will provide better representa-
tion to communities historically marginal-
ized in county politics.

“It provides our citizens with equity
because of the fact that we will have a voice
in South County as opposed to the way it’s
set up now,” said resident Marty Estrada.

Several residents spoke in favor of the EE
2.0 Map, arguing it has the lowest

See MAP, next page
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Photo of Tito Mufioz courtesy of the artists and Symphony Silicon Valley
Symphony San Jose presents American Masters:
Gershwin, Copland, Bernstein, Ellington Jan. 22-23

MastersJanuary Jan. 22 at 8:00 p.m.and

Sunday, January 23 at 2:30 p.m. at the
California Theatre, 345 South First Street in
downtown San Jose.

Four composers, whose works defined
America in the ‘30s and ‘40s, come togeth-
er on one grand program: George Gershwin,
Aaron Copland, Leonard Bernstein, and Duke
Ellington.

Copland’s expansive, optimistic Appalachi-
an Spring became known as “the quintessen-
tial American sound.” In fact, all four com-
posers could stake that claim. Gershwin and
Bernstein each gave us a brilliant mix of sym-
phonic music, jazz and Broadway.

Duke Ellington’s stunning reflection on
Black history from slavery to the Harlem
Renaissance is considered one of the great-
est examples of long-form jazz. Drawing on
the blues, soaring gospel music, work songs,
swing, and more, Ellington created an all-
American orchestral masterpiece.

Conductor: Tito Muiioz

The Program:

Aaron Copland: Appalachian Spring

George Gershwin: Cuban Overture

Leonard Bernstein: On the Town

(Three Dances)

Duke Ellington: Black Brown & Beige

Tito Murioz, conductor: Praised for his ver-
satility, technical clarity, and keen musical
insight, Tito Mufoz is internationally rec-
ognized as one of the most gifted conduc-

Symphony San Jose presents American

tors on the podium today. Now in his fourth
season as Music Director of the Phoenix
Symphony, Mr. Mufioz previously served
as Music Director of the Opéra National de
Lorraine and the Orchestre symphonique
etlyrique de Nancy in France. Prior appoint-
ments include Assistant Conductor posi-
tions with the Cleveland Orchestra, Cincin-
nati Symphony Orchestra, Cincinnati Cham-
ber Orchestra and the Aspen Music Festi-
val.

Long-form Jazz: The Rich Legacy of Duke
Ellington

One of America’s most prolific composers,
Duke Ellington is credited with over a thou-
sand works. He often called them ‘American
Music’ rather than jazz. Ellington’s 30-year
collaboration with composer-arranger-
pianist Billy Strayhorn produced not only
countless songs but several long-form com-
positions - suites more at home in concert
halls than in, say, Harlem'’s famed Cotton
Club. The greatest of these is Black Brown
& Beige.

Symphony San Jose is supported in part
by a Cultural Affairs grant from the City of
San Jose.

Box office: Call 408.286.2600; www.sym-
phonysanjose.org Or visit the Box Office
between 10 a.m.and 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday at 325 South First Street in down-
town San Jose, between San Carlos and San
Salvador Streets just one-halfblock from the
California Theatre.
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ASSISTED LIVING MEMORY CARE INDEPENDENT LIVING

HOME CARE

aPlace forAhce

~ ¥ AR

Find the right senior living
option for your mom or dad with

our personalized process
A Place for Mom simplifies the process of finding

senior |iving at no cost to your family. Our service is
free, as we're paid by our participating communities
and providers.

aPlaceforMom.

THE PLACE FOR SENIOR LIVING ADVICE

Connect with us at 1-855-382-2655

ASSISTED LIVING MEMORY CARE INDEPENDENT LIVING HOME CARE

Map

Continued from previous page
population deviation and maintains cultur-
al continuity in South County.

“South County fundamentally differs from
therestof Santa Clara County in thatour res-
idents do not enjoy the job growth, trans-
portation services orincome level as the rest
ofthe county,” said Gilroy Mayor Marie Blank-
ley, adding the addition of four San Jose com-
munities to her district will dilute repre-
sentation of rural residents.

David Noel, president of the Erikson Neigh-
borhood Association, unsuccessfully urged
a last-minute recusal before the vote.

“I respectfully ask Supervisor Chavez to
abstain from voting on district maps given

her close association with the groups that
funded and created the map,” Noel said. Sev-
eral conservative leaders claim Chavez should
have been barred from voting on the Yellow
Map because she previously worked for South
Bay Labor Council and Working Partnerships
USA, both of which participated in creating
the map. They also claim there is a conflict
of interest because Chavez participated in a
fundraiser for Morgan Hill Mayor Rich Con-
stantine, who is running for the District 1
supervisor seat.

The board asked the county surveyor to
prepare a description of the adjusted super-
visorial boundaries, and for County Counsel
to report back on Dec. 14 with a resolution
of the redistricting plans.

Contact Eli Wolfe at eli@sanjosespot-
light.com or @EliWolfe4 on Twitter.

Mr. Peabody's

The Most Powrfu[ Green Cleaning On the Planet

Carpet & Upholstery cteanmg

Complete Carpet Cleaning,
Stone Polishing and Repair

(408) 444-9437
Serving Evergreen Valley since 1999
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Even from a distance,
please support this paper
by supporting our
advertisers.

Please support our
advertisers! They make the
ALMADEN TIMES possible.

ADT
Almaden Law
Almaden Senior Association
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TENNIS TIPS

Three mistakes that can make your serve slower

By Ken DeHart

Mistake #1 - Not having a target

All ball sports require having a tar-
get, somewhere to throw, hit or kick
the ball to. “In the court” is nota good
target for intermediate or advanced
players. The mind needs more defi-
nition to recruit the correct muscles
to direct your serve to a selected tar-
get.

The 5 tactical priorities of serving are:

¢ Get the ball in play

¢ Control the direction

e Determine the depth

¢ Choose the spin

o Select the speed

AlL 5 of these priorities apply to all level of
servers - they just get more specificas the play-
ers skill level increases,

Tips for beginners (2.5 and up)

1. Get the ball over the net

2. Direct the ball into the appropriate deuce
or ad court

3. Depth is not a key component at this level

4. Spin is best achieved by striking the side
of the ball to cause the ball to have a side-spin
thatwill help the ball come down into the court

5. Speed is not as important at this level but
will be at the next two levels

Tips for Intermediates (3.0-4.0)

1. Getthe ball over the netat various heights

2. Divide the service courts in half length
wise then direct your serve to the left or right
of the deuce or ad court to your opponents
forehand or backhand

3.Depth becomes more importantatthislevel
Preference is deeper into the service box so
the opponents cannot move forward to attack
your serve. An occasional shortserveisagood
change of pace to keep your opponent off bal-
ance

4. Spin comes into play big at this level. The
spin helps to keep the faster serves in the serv-
ice court. The spin means the opponent must
know how to handle the spin as it contacts
their racquet to avoid an error

5. Speed is a key factor here - but too many
players try to serve too fast for their ability to
control the serve. Vary the speed to keep the
opponent off guard like a good baseball pitch-
er-vary the speed, spin and location to be suc-
cessful.

Tips for Advanced (4.5-5.5)

1. The percentage of first serves put in play
becomes critical at this level. Don't give your
opponenttoo many looks atyour serve - espe-
cially the second serve. Hitting a second serve
at this level puts huge pressure on the server
and allows the returner to be more aggressive

2. Direction is huge here and becomes very
specific. Short and wide to the deuce court,
fast and into the body or up the center to the
“T” are important decisions. Variety is very

important to keep the receiver guess-
ing as to the location you will use.

3. Depth is a determining compo-
nenthere and needs to be used in con-
junction with direction when serving.
Anything short will usually result in
the server being puton defense orlos-
ing the point outright.

4. Spinis essential to make the serve
“heavy”, keep the ball in play as serve speed
increases and to make the ball move around
as the opponent receives it.

5. Speed is usually quite high here (90-130
mph) but speed doesn't matter if it is not in
play, in the right direction, right depth and con-
fusing spin to make it put pressure on the
receiver.

Mistake #2 -Too much grip pressure

Most players try to grip the racquet handle
tighter to make the serve go faster.

e Actually the opposite is true, the more
relaxed the grip pressure the faster the rac-
quet can be accelerated toward the ball.

e The hand needs to be able to accelerate
the racquet head faster than the hand could
normally move.

» On a scale of 1-5, with 1 being the most
relaxed and 5 being the tightest, the grip ten-
sion should be around 2-3 for the best speed
on your serve.

e Try serving while holding the grip with
only 2 or 3 fingers and the thumb. You will feel
the natural acceleration of the serve motion.

Mistake #3 - Not practicing

Your serve will not get better by its self.. It
is the most important shot in your game.

o [t starts every point.

 Taking a few practice serves before you
start to play will not help your serve get better.

o [tis your first chance to put the ball in play
the way you want it to be introduced.

o It is one part of the game you can practice
by yourself.

* How can your serve get any faster with-
out taking a lesson and hitting the practice
courts?

» When practicing ground strokes - instead
of dropping the ball to start the point, hit and
easy spin serve to start each point. This way
youare always practicingyour serve and return
asyou practice working on your ground strokes.
Don’t wait to the last part of practice to prac-
tice your serve. Practice in increments all
throughout your practice session.

« Hit the courts to practice to improve your
most important shot in your game

Ken DeHart, USA High Performance Coach,
serves as Director of Racquets, Alpine Hills Ten-
nis & Swimming Club. He is a PTR Hall of Fame,
PTR International Master Professional, and
USPTA Master Professional. You may contact
Ken at 408.892.3806; or email: kendehart@
aol.com; ken@alpinehills.us
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In San Jose an unsafe and perhaps unstable sinkhole has been discovered after a recent houseless abate-
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ment (removal) took place for clean-up and tree cutting.

'Hotel Sinkhole’ discovered
along creek in San Jose

Dangerous secret
living quarters found

By Kevin Larsen
Times Staff Writer
ome call them snake holes, swallow
S holes or sinkholes. They can show up
out of nowhere and in some cases
devour houses. Certain conditions are need-
ed for them to form.

In San Jose an unsafe and perhaps unsta-
ble sinkhole has been discovered after a
recent houseless abatement (removal) took
place for clean-up and tree cutting.

Sinkholes are cavities and or pits that can
be formed when rain or other sources of
water erodes the underground rock layers
to create spaces. These holes could have
been formed long ago perhaps over a hun-
dred years.

Suchunderground holes are dramaticand
dangerous for they can stay intact but when

LY

they gettoo bigand there is not enough sup-
port, the ceiling may suddenly collapse cre-
ating a hole on the surface. Underground
water can erode sediments and spall the cav-
ern walls.

Along Creek near roads and homes

This newly discovered hole is hidden so
that if a person or wild animal were to fall
into it, they might not be able to get out.

The water company (or tree clearing com-
pany) came months ago during pandemic and
removed lots of gigantic old growth euca-
lyptus trees in this area. An A-Frame was
put over the hole.

Plight of the houseless

One resident said, “ya, they live in there,
itkeeps them warm and offers shelter. Some
steal from stores, get caught, go to jail and
have that happen over and over again.”

Another person said that they knew of a
young lady who was kicked out of her house

See SINKHOLE, page 21
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The camera was lowered into the sinkhole to capture the interior living quarters of the cavern
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SOS Aut0 REPAIR

SOS Anniversary Special!
Up to $30 off thru December 2021

Print or mention this ad.

Discount pricing is available on repairs before taxes & any applicable fees. Special discount excludes, oil changes, tires

& batteries. Offer cannot be combined with any other offers. No cash value. Must present coupon or mention this ad

at the time of write-up. Coupon will not be accepted at time of pick-up. One-time use per person only!

Discount program: $10 off ($100-$149); $15 off ($150-$199); $20 off
($200-$299); $30 off ($300 & up).

408-477-2242
3519 San Felipe Rd.
San Jose, CA 95135

www.sosautorepair.com
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SANJOSE

CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY

During COVID-19

V' TAKE BREAKS

v FOCUS ON YOUR HOBBIES
v EXERCISE REGULARLY

v CALL FRIENDS AND FAMILY

v GET PLENTY OF SLEEP

V' CHOOSE HEALTHY FOODS

Feeling Anxious? Lonely? Scared? There's help.

24/7 Santa Clara County Behavioral Health Services Call Center: (800) 704-0900

24/7 Suicide and Crisis Hotline: (855) 278-4204
Crisis Text Line: Text RENEW to 741741
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LEARNING CENTERS

Virtual Tours
Available

1081 Foxworthy Avenue,
San Jose, CA 95118

(408) 265-7380

KndeC re offers

ue, expertly designe ed early education programs
e we I:'k to school-age chidren up to age el2,

H for infants as yo 9056
www.Kindercare.com o o ldes preschool and pre-kindergarten programs.
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AlmadenTimes

WHEN JOURNALISM IS
NOT PRESENT TO SERVE
COMMUNITIES, BAD
THINGS HAPPEN.

Trained journalists report authentic,
credible information. And we fight
for those who produce genuine news!

Almaden Times
Serving the community since 1986

Source: University of
North Carolina School
of Media & Journalism
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Cooking area and pan left untouched.

Sinkhole

Continued from page 19

for doing drugs. She ended up in the creek
because her family wanted nothing to do
with her.

Others have stated that prostitution may
be a part of the way of life with some home-
less individuals. Social workers may need
to play a heavier role.

To be fair, there are also hard workers
who are homeless. The rent of rooms and
need for good credit ratings can block peo-
ple from obtaining a place to live.

Tent may have hidden secret den for
years

Perhaps a tent was placed over the hole
and the houseless group of people used the
sinkhole by entering the tent for years on
end. When the frosts come (we can see it
on the lawns and roofs and even cars) per-
haps the warmth of the enclosed clay walls
raised the temperature to a warmer hos-
pitable state.

The summer heat may have also offered
achoice to go to the underground cave cool-
ingarea. The rectangular carving out of the
floor could have been an area for a mat-
tress.

At “Hotel Sinkhole” the toilets don’t flush,
room service never answers but the robins
cheerfully offer wake up reminders for the
guests.

Tolive underground isa choice. The sink-
hole ceiling could collapse for landscape
truck tracks can be found on the powder
dust ground as they rolled over the hidden
underground area the size of a swimming
pool. Ifthe dirtis 3’ thick that would equate
to tons of rock falling into the cavern.

During the exodus of the abatement while
the large old growth trees were cut, those
who custodian the creek took time to place
a warning over the hole but perhaps found
it too expensive to fill it with sand.

For now, the area is clear and there is
only a solitary A-Frame put out over the
secretsubterrain hole. When the rains come
perhaps changes in the soil will occur. Ifit
opens up it could swallow someone.

Ifthe A frame is removed, someone might
fall into the unseen chasm and have to yell
for help hoping a passerby would hear.

Perhaps it’s true that the first step one
should take in finding a sinkhole is to keep
far away from it.

RECORD SALE IN OAK CANYON
FOR A 3 BEDROOM HOME
SOLD in 1 DAY - $352,000 Over Asking * Multiple Offers
1517 Foster Court - Almaden Valley

Thinking About Selling? Start with Shawn

Elegant Shea-built home with 1900+ Sq. Ft. of living space, and a nearly 9300 Sqg. Ft. lot. Situated on a quiet cul-de-sac, enjoy
modern amenities, luxurious comfort, and a serenely landscaped backyard, in the prestigious Oak Canyon neighborhood of
Almaden. Experience an open concept modern style chef's kitchen with Cambria quartz countertops, Sapele wood cabinets,
smart Bosch appliances, and Puronics reverse osmosis water filtration system. High tech features include solar power, Haiku

ceiling fans, sun tunnels, whole house fan, Fleck water softener, Samsung W/D, Eternal tankless water heater, and a 3-car garage
with EV charging port & Danby freezer. Top Union District schools, and proximity to trails, parks, shopping and FWYs.

Shawn Ansari

REALTOR® | DRE#01088988

MS, e-PRO, Certified SRES,
SFR, Probate

Top Producer, Compass Real Estate

M: 408.529.4574

shawn.ansari@compass.com
www.ShawnAnsari.com

Maximize the value of
your home with
Compass Concierge.

COMPASS

© Compass 2021 | All Rights Reserved by Compass | Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of Califonia operating under multiple entities. License Numbers 01991628, 1527235, 1527365, 1356742, 1443761, 1997075,
1935359, 1961027, 1842987, 1869607, 1866771, 1527205, 1079009, 1272467. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in
price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418

Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz

No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!

We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.

Our ministries/activities
include:

* Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.

» A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.

* Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.

Our activities flow from
our core values:

* Extravagant Joy

» Passionate Faith
 Loving Respect

* Deep Connectedness

« Intentional Growth

» Shared Laughter

Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC

6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
WWW.Ccavucce.org.

We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (0&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.

Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion

2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck

Sunday.

Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837

www.bibleroad.org

We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.

Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

The Almaden Senior Association mem-

bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn-
ing opportunities, new experiences, and

new adventures.

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso-
ciation offers discounts and opportunities

to enjoy ...

o exercise classes for all levels of ability;
¢ lunches and other social programs
organized and run by members of the Associ-

ation;

¢ book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
e trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Muse-
um in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120. The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org

At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

Super
denlors

independent - engaged - connected

As a member you're encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non-profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected

We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All

volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa-
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica-
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro-
grams you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that

will enhance your life and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com

SomT

l Evergreen [slamic Center

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,

San Jose CA 95148.
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you".

Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?

A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine book that guides
Muslims to practice Islam.
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak™ the English mean-
ing is " May Allah (swt)
protect you and your family".
Please visit our website to
learn more.

FIRST CHURCH
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose. (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com

Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together. Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds. We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every

Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute

(408) 791-7772

After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8am., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

@

thepoint.church

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM

Spanish Service:
11:00 AM

Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM

Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM

Mandarin Service:
11:00AM

Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-

nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Qur
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

God iy One
Safex
Rab lk Hai

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.

San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning. Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world. At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world. Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals. We also encour-
age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk

the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd.,

San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562.
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org

We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.0 - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations:

St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass

St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall

Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igho Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM

Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM

The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM

For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing
ads, call
408.483-5458
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Because it's not advisable to move Grandfather
Clocks for repair, we will come to you!
Please give us a call today and well be happy to
come out and take care of your “home’s heartbeat.”

M&L Watch & Clock Repair
3218 S White Rd., SJ CA 95148
(408) 270-6080

Shoe Repair

M &L Jewelers

Jewelers & Watch Repair

0
S I2I0080 7

No Shoe is Ever Too Old!

Ring sizing - Watch bands
Watch hatteries - Engraving
Stong replacement & More!

Ask about our exclusive watch battery warranties!

(408) 2706080

3218, White Rd. San Jose, CA

Hours:

Mon-Fri
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Saturday
9:30 am - 4:00 pm

Mon.Fri. 10am-Tpm, Sat, 10am-5pm

2850 Quimby Rd. Suite 100+ 270-0850

The Bath or Shower You've Always Wanted

IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

* Replacement Tubs

* Replacement Showers
* Walk-in Tubs

* Low-Barrier Showers
* Soaker Tubs

* Accessories and more!

may apply. Expires JAN 15, 2022.

* Tub-to-Shower Conversions

BATH &
SHOWER

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions

customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2021 BCI Acrylic, Inc.

500 OFF

No Payments &
No Interest
For 18 Months™

OFFER EXPIRES 12.31.2021

Military & Senior
Discounts Available

CALL NOW!

(844) 988-1663

Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party financing is available for those
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Call to place your
ad today!
408-494-7000

Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than
300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses.

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great
combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices!
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F;
Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am—12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Cost Estimator

Cost Estimator
Prepare cost estimates for construction projects.
Master's in civil engineering.
JKL Construction Services, Inc.
751 S. Bascom Ave, San Jose, CA 95128

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-
Demand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Premium Chan-
nels at No Charge for One Year! Any-
time, anywhere. Some restrictions
apply. W/ 24-mo. agmt TV price high-
er in 2nd year. Regional Sports Fee up
to $8.49/mo. is extra & applies. Call
IVS 1-408-688-5490

The bathroom of your dreams for as
little as $149/month! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options available. Qual-
ity materials & professional installa-
tion. Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE
virtual in-home consultation now and
SAVE 15%! Call Today! 1-844-988-
1663

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for

Your Free Author™s Guide 1-866-603-
1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
gvergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free information kit!
Call 855-977-5344

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Gash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
877-864-3769 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/almaden

Auto Detailing

Diamond Auto Detail
San Jose
Has your car or truck lost its luster? Are you embarrassed to
be seen in it? Let us bring back the shine with buffing, polish-
ing, color sanding, complete interior treatment, engine steam
clean, overspray, paint sealant and more. Appointment is
required, please be sure to call ahead to get on her schedule.

Rocio Salcedo
(408) 294-4135
74 S Autumn St
San Jose, CA 95110



Therese Swan
408.656.8240 =

tswan@tswan.com 55 ) 4
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

DRE 01355719 Che Oowan

THE
LEADING

THE THOUSAND

THE TOP PERFORMERS

Sale Pending

$2,800,000 | 4Bed | 3.5Bath
2875 Sq Ft | 10.114 Sq Ft Lot

Amazing Views from Almaden Country View Estates. Multi-level
home on a quiet cul-de sac with spectacular views from backyard,
kitchen, family room and master bedroom. Living room with
stunning fireplace, formal dining room, kitchen with wood flooring,
tile counters, and plenty of cabinetry, family room with door to

the backyard with fabulous views of the surrounding hills. Three-
car attached garage. San Jose Unified School District: Williams
Elementary School, Bret Harte Middle School and Leland High
School.

= 1136 Starling
=zt View Court

The Swan has been the
#1 Agent in Almaden
Valley each year for the
last 12 years as measured
by Dollars per Agent Per
Year. And 2020 was no
exception. She is the only
Almaden Valley specialist
to have been nationally
ranked and recognized
twice by

The Wall Street Journal/
RealTrends for being in
the Top 250 Agents in
the US. Additionally,
Swan is consistently
among the Top 100
Agents in the SF Bay
Area.

start planning.

Call me as soon as
possible.

COMPASS
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