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Jenks Trojans Celebrate Another 
Oklahoma Football Championship

By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

Another state football champi-
onship trophy is in the books for 
Jenks. The Trojans captured the 
2021 Class 6AI title  Dec. 4 with 
a 30-15 win over rival Union at 
Chad Richison Stadium on the 
University of Central Oklahoma 
campus in Edmond.

Senior linebacker Ethan Bil-
grein (6-0, 204) contributed to 
the win leading the team with 11 
tackles in the game.

“It felt amazing”  Bilgrein said. 
“Especially to do it a second 
time. But I think what made it 
really special, it was my senior 
year and it was the last time I was 
going to be with those guys and 
it ended on a really good note.”

Jenks also won state last year, 
meaning back-to-back champi-
onships for the program. It is also 
the 15th title in 26 seasons and 
18th overall in school history.  

Bilgrein credits his perfor-
mance to his teammates and 
coaches.

“It is definitely not just me,” 
he said. “The key to that is just 
the whole defense. Especially 
(defensive coordinator) Coach 
(Adam) Gaylor for setting up the 
game plan for us to make tackles 
and put us in the right position 
and the big guys on the line, tak-
ing double teams, playing their 
hearts out so I can get one shot at 
the running back.”

Junior running back Jaiden Car-
roll (5-9, 175) led Jenks on the 
offense. He rushed for 147 yards 
on 27 carries. Fellow back Jalyn 
Stanford ran for 100 yards on 
eight handoffs.

The rival Redhawks scored 

the first two touchdowns, jump-
ing out to a 15-0 lead in the first 
quarter.  

“There was a little bit of frus-
tration at first,” Bilgrein said. “A 
lot of emotion was being thrown 
around everywhere, but when we 
went back to sit on the bench, 
Coach Gaylor gave us a speech 
and it was the calmest I’ve ever 
seen him. He told us ‘We’ve been 
here. It’s no problem. We just got 
to play Trojan defense and we’ll 
be fine.’ And that just calmed us 
all down and we went out there 
and played our game.”

By playing their game, Jenks 
never yielded another point to 
Union. Freshman quarterback 
Shaker Reisig (5-11, 183) scored 
on a 26-yard run to cut the deficit 
to 15-7 before halftime. Reisig 
added another TD from one yard 
in the third quarter, but a failed 
two-point conversion still kept 
Union in front.

Jenks took the lead for good as 
senior Glenver, also known as 
Glenny, Jones (5-8, 142) recov-
ered a fumble in the end zone on 
offense, making it 20-15 before 
the quarter ended. 

In the last period, senior Max 
Pakvan  (6-2, 180) booted a 26-
yard field goal, then junior de-
fensive back Ty Walls (6-0, 167) 
put a stamp on it with a 31-yard 
return of a pick-six.

Stopping the long passes was a 
key for the defense to shut Union 
out the rest of the game, Bilgrein 
said.  

“We knew they weren’t going 
to be able to drive the ball all the 
way downfield,” he said. “They 
were going to make some mis-
takes and they did. Everytime 
they drove the ball, they threw 
a pick, they did something. Af-
ter those first two plays, we just 
knew we had to stop long balls 
and we played our game.”

Beating the Redhawks in the 

final made winning the champi-
onship more memorable.

“That rivalry definitely makes 
it a lot more special of a game,” 
Bilgrein said. “Just the hype be-
hind it and everything. It made 
everything around it special. 

“We grew up watching these 
backyard bowls (which the rivalry 
is known as) at these big stadiums 
like at TU. We grow up and it’s 
kind of like a rivalry around here 
that is well known,” he added. 

Bilgrein is grateful that he has 
become a part of the Trojan foot-
ball legacy. 

“It is a huge part of my life,” 
he said. “I’ve played football for 
Jenks since I was 10 years old and 
it’s crazy that it’s over. It feels 
like it went by within a snap of a 
finger. It is definitely something 
I’ll remember for the rest of my 
life, especially to go out there and 
win two state championships and 
two get pictures on the wall. It is 
something I’ll remember.” 

Victory Over Union
Adds to School’s
Amazing Success

TROJAN TROPHY:  Jenks play-
ers host the championship trphy 
after the victory over Union.

POTENT OFFENSE:  Joey Havir hands the ball off to his teammate as 
he led the Trojans to the state championship.  
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KUDOS of the MONTH: Restore Hope Ministries

In a continuing effort to sup-
port individuals and families 
struggling with housing insta-
bility during the COVID-19 
pandemic, Restore Hope has 
distributed $759,715 in Housing 
Stability Grants to six regional 
organizations in northeastern 
Oklahoma.

The funds are to be used to in-
crease capacity and support for 
a variety of programs, including 
Emergency Rental Assistance 
Program  (ERAP)  partnership 
expansion at Broken Arrow 
Neighbors, Catholic Charities of 
Eastern Oklahoma, Tulsa Dream 
Center, Owasso Community Re-

sources, Housing 
Solutions Tul-
sa and the Tul-
sa Day Center. 

All these or-
g a n i z a t i o n s 
will be work-
ing as direct 
partners of 
Restore Hope 
to prevent homelessness, and 
to help transition community 
members from homelessness 
into housing. 

Broken Arrow Neigh-
bors will be offering ERAP 
application assistance over the 
phone, and Catholic Charities 

will be provid-
ing language 
assistance to 
Spanish speak-
ing applicants.  

“Since March, 
there has been 
an overwhelm-
ing need for 
housing sup-

port,” said Jeff Jaynes, execu-
tive director of Restore Hope, 
which has distributed more than 
$21 million in ERAP funds  
this year. “Partnering with 
these six organizations who are 
already committed to increas-
ing housing stability through 

various programs and partner-
ships was a natural extension of 
our work.” 

Founded in 1978, Restore 
Hope Ministries seeks to restore 
families in financial crisis to 
economic and spiritual vitality. 
By reducing hunger, preventing 
homelessness, and promoting 
hope, Restore Hope works every 
day to fight poverty and restore 
hope for families in need in Tul-
sa County. 

To learn more about Restore 
Hope, go to www.restorehope.
org or follow @RHMTulsa on 
Twitter, Instagram, and Face-
book. 
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VOLUNTEERS IN SERVICE:  Members of the Rotary Club of Tulsa are all smiles as 
they volunteered to raise funds for the Salvation Army during the holiday season.  

GTR Media group photo

ALL SMILES.  This year’s Tulsa Area United Way annual campaign chairs Karen Keith 
and Tim Lyons celebrate as the UNITE campaign raised over $25 million for community 
needs.  See page 4 for more information about the campaign.

Courtesy photo

http://archwellhealth.com
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Greenwood Rising Historical Marker 
Dedicated in Remembrance of 1921

The final project of the 1921 
Tulsa Race Massacre Centenni-
al Commission was dedicated in 
November. Six boundary markers 
will ensure visitors know they are 
entering the historic Greenwood 
District and remind people that the 
Greenwood District encompasses a 
large area of Tulsa than is common-
ly recognized.

Commissioners, Greenwood 
leaders and elected officials attend-
ed a short dedication ceremony 
at the first marker at the corner of 
Archer and Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard.

The following individuals spoke 
during the event:  

Sen. Kevin Matthews, 1921 Tulsa 
Race Massacre Centennial Com-
mission Founder and Chair; Cassia 
Carr, Deputy Mayor, City of Tulsa; 
Jessica Lowe-Betts, Chair, Green-
wood Rising Board of Directors; 
Sam Combs, Vice Chair, Green-
wood Rising Board of Directors; 
Phil Armstrong, Interim Executive 
Director, Greenwood Rising; and 
Rev. Dr. Eric Gill, Pastor of Op-
erations for Metropolitan Baptist 
Church.

Greenwood Rising is the lega-
cy project of the 1921 Tulsa Race 
Massacre Centennial Commission. 
The Commission began in 2015 un-
der the leadership of Senator Kevin 
Mathews dedicated to a vision of a 
stronger and more just Tulsa. 

The Greenwood Rising History 
Center and other projects of the 
1921 Tulsa Race Massacre Centen-

nial Commission (including these 
Historic Boundary Markers) will 
educate Oklahomans and Ameri-
cans about the Race Massacre and 
its impact on the state and Nation; 
remember its victims and survi-

vors; and create an environment 
conducive to fostering sustainable 
entrepreneurship and heritage tour-
ism within the Greenwood District 
specifically, and North Tulsa gener-
ally. 

GTR Media Group photo

STANDING TALL:  Community leaders gathered to dedicate the first 
of six historic boundary markers surrounding the Greenwood District. 
From L to R: Nathan Koob and Stephen Dinnen with Selser Schaefer 
Architects who designed the boundary markers; Sam Combs, vice chair, 
Greenwood Rising; Phil Armstrong, interim executive director, Green-
wood Rising; Komari Crisp, Booker T Washington student and Youth 
and Race Leadership Forum 2020 participant; Sen. Kevin Matthews, 
chair and founder of the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre Centennial Commis-
sion; and Dep. Mayor Cassia Carr, City of Tulsa.

GTR Media group photo

LIGHTS ON IN GREATER TULSA:  Holiday lights are shining 
brightly throughout greater Tulsa. Above, visitors enjoy the opening 
night of the holiday lights in Broken Arrow’s Rose District.  

GTR Media group photo

HONORING VETERANS: Un-
cle Sam led the Tulsa Veterans Day 
Parade in downtown Tulsa.  The 
2021 theme of this long-standing 
parade was “Never Forgotten” 
which, this year, remembered the 
20th anniversary of the attacks on 
9/11.    The 2021 parade focused on 
bringing attention to 9/11 and vet-
erans’ service after the attacks.  The 
parade had a special fly-over at the 
beginning by the WW II Airborne 
Demonstration Team. New this year 
was the ending of the parade at the 
newly designated Veterans Park 
which was the previous Centennial 
Park on 6th Street at Peoria.  The 
corporate sponsor this year was 
OneOK.

http://misshellens.com
http://ludgerscatering.com
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The Tulsa Area United Way 
reached the goal for its annual cam-
paign, raising $25,493,060 for the 
community. The goal announced 
in September was $25,370,129 to 
work back towards pre-pandemic 
funding levels of the 59 partner 
nonprofits.

United Way announced the grand 
total at the UNITE celebration, 
held on Nov. 18, at the Herman 
and Kate Kaiser YMCA.

“The community coming togeth-
er to reach this goal represents the 
true power and beauty of living 

united. We wanted this campaign 
to be light for hope, a reminder for 
the community that better days are 
ahead when we unite for a com-
mon goal,” said Alison Anthony, 
President and CEO. “This amount 
will address real needs and goes 
a long way toward easing some 
of the greatest challenges in our 
area.”

“What’s remarkable is just two 
weeks ago we needed over $1.8 
million to reach this goal. What a 
testament to the generosity of so 
many that we could rally and raise 
the needed amount,” said Coun-
ty Commissioner Karen Keith, 
co-chair of the Tulsa Area United 
Way campaign.

The campaign will fund Tul-
sa Area United Way’s 59 partner 
agencies in the areas of education, 
health/safety and financial stabil-
ity, as well as several community 
collaborative projects and social 
innovation grants that address 
complex challenges, beginning on 
Jan. 1, 2022.  

“We are blessed to live in a 
community that comes together 
so generously and with such a 
focus on helping one another,” 
said Tim Lyons, president and 
CEO of TTCU Federal Credit 

Union and 2021 campaign co-
chair. “Tens of thousands of in-
dividuals, along with more than 
900 companies and organizations 
showed their dedication to help-
ing others through participation 
in this United Way campaign – 
all in the second year of a pan-
demic.”  

Members of the United Way’s 
Campaign Cabinet, as well as 
other volunteers and contributors, 

gathered at the YMCA to learn 
about the success of this year’s 
campaign. The family-oriented 
event gave attendees an opportu-
nity to explore the newly renovat-
ed facility and featured outdoor 
games, a hamburger cookout and 
s’mores. 

The program introduced the vol-
unteer campaign teams and re-
vealed the goal was reached before 
cheering supporters.   

In the last 97 years, the local 
United Way has invested $850 
million in the community.  

This year’s campaign will be 
celebrated, and high-performing 
company, business and organiza-
tional campaigns will receive rec-
ognition at the Tulsa Area United 
Way’s annual Live United Awards 
and Luncheon, on Tuesday, March, 
8, 2022, at the Cox Business Con-
vention Center.
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2021 Has Been A Year To Be Remembered
By G.T. BYNUM
Mayor of Tulsa 

One year ago, I delivered my 
State of the City address to a vir-
tual audience. This year in No-
vember, I delivered my 2021 State 
of the City address in person to a 
crowd I have missed seeing since 
the start of the pandemic. 

As mayor, I get to be a part of 
incredible teams working to move 
our community forward, and there 
hasn’t been a single accomplish-
ment that didn’t involve a lot of 
Tulsans who worked to make 
those achievements a reality.

2021 was another year of uphill 
battles that included dealing with 
a once-in-a-century pandemic, the 
effects that pandemic had on em-
ployment, civil unrest not seen in 
60 years, a polar vortex that threat-
ened lives and the very water sys-
tem we rely on, and a ransomware 
attack on our systems that tested 
our resolve. 

I work with 3,500 city employ-
ees who represent some of the best 
public servants in America. This 
year, these employees worked 
through  sub-zero temperatures to 
fix waterline breaks, a ransomware 
attack that affected their ability to 
conduct regular business duties for 
a period of time, and a workforce 
shortage. 

Yet through it all ,our employees 
and residents reminded me that 
with each successive crises that 
arose, we have people here who do 
not get distracted and discouraged. 
When I look out my office at City 
Hall today, I see cranes in the sky 
and an expanding social and busi-
ness landscape. 

Tulsa is enduring a period of his-
toric growth and investment, and 
though this year has had its share of 
challenges, it’s never been a more 
exciting time to serve this city and 
watch our hard work pay off. 

One of the biggest things we did 
this year was establishing a new 
mechanism for economic devel-
opment in Tulsa. We did this by 
launching the Tulsa Authority for 
Economic Opportunity (TAEO) – 

a move that merged multiple au-
thorities, boards and commissions 
to streamline and strengthen how 
we approach economic develop-
ment by allowing us to expand our 
impact by eliminating inefficien-
cies and increases resources. 

We also commemorated the 100th 
anniversary of the Tulsa Race Mas-
sacre, and this summer we com-
pleted the first phase of the 1921 
Graves Investigation at Oaklawn 
Cemetery with the archeological 
exhumation of 19 remains, all of 
which were processed at the on-site 
lab and temporarily re-buried while 
DNA analysis and plans for a per-
manent burial location continue.  

There have been so many amaz-
ing things that have happened in 
Tulsa over the last year. We wel-
comed our 600th citizen to Tulsa 
City Hall, we passed a balanced 
budget, we worked together to dis-
tribute COVID-19 relief funds to 
those who most needed them, we 
began the largest publicly funded 
road project in our history with the 
start of construction on the 81st to 
91st Yale Ave. widening project, 
and much more. 

As we continue to build on our 
successes and face challenges 
head on, I want to thank everyone 
who is doing their part to help 

build the kind of globally com-
petitive, world-class city that we 
set out to establish when I came 
into office. 

Courtesy photo

STATE OF THE CITY:  Mayor Bynum delivers the State of the City ad-
dress in person in 2021 after delivering it virtually due to COVID in 2020.

From Tulsa’s Mayor

Tulsa Area United Way Raises More Than 
$25 Million To Address Community Needs

GTR Media Goup photo

VOLUNTEER CELEBRATION:  Volunteers in this year’s United Way campaign proudly display the total 
amount raised to help those in need. 
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For the past 21 months the Tulsa 
County Board of 
County Commis-
sioners has been 
focused on the 
countywide effects 
of the pandemic to 
individuals, fam-
ilies, small busi-
nesses, and gov-
ernment services.  
While we certainly 
are not back to the 
life before the pan-
demic, much prog-
ress has been made 
to restore, re-
build, and recover 
from the dramat-
ic impacts of the 
countywide public 
health emergency. 

As we look ahead 
on what we can ex-
pect and plan for 
in 2022, there are 
many opportuni-
ties before us. 

We will con-
tinue to allocate the $63 million 
of American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funds which we received 

last May. Then, in May of 2022, 
we will receive 
another $63 mil-
lion of ARPA 
funds. With the 
hopes that the 
most immedi-
ate needs of the 
community and 
businesses from 
the pandemic 
will have been 
addressed by 
the spring, Tul-
sa County will 
turn its attention 
to the capital 
improvements 
which can be 
funded with this 
second tranche 
of ARPA funds. 

Some of the 
important capital 
needs we hope to 
address in 2022 
are: (1) repairs 
to the County 
Courthouse; (2) 

possible relocation of the Tulsa 
County Election Board to pro-
vide better services in a larger and 

healthier environment; (3) county 
road and bridge repairs that have 
been delayed; and (4) possible 
expansion of broadband services 
to county facilities . Other capital 
improvement needs may also be 
included.

In addition to being good stew-
ards of our public facilities and 
being watchful on the continuing 
impacts of the pandemic, we will 
turn our attention to the next legis-
lative session, set to begin in Feb-
ruary, 2022. 

The main piece of legislation 
which we will be supporting is the 
County Modernization Act. Coun-
ty governments are still beholding 
to the approval of the legislature 
when it comes to providing new 
and better county services and 
programs. Unlike cities which can 
self – govern and managing their 
own internal affairs, counties are 
still seen as an extension of state 
government. Hence the approval 
of the Legislature is required for 
even the most mundane expansion 
or creation of modern services.  

The current requirement, when 
a county wants to improve opera-
tions, is if there is no current law 

which allows it, then the answer 
is NO, the county can’t do it. This 
stifles innovation, creativity, re-
sponsiveness, and modernization 
of government.  

The County Modernization Act 
would state that unless there is a 
law which prohibits what a coun-
ty wants to do to improve its op-
eration, then the Board of County 
Commissioners can approve new 
initiatives, policies, and programs.  
Every state around Oklahoma al-

lows their counties this governing 
independence and its time Oklaho-
ma did as well. 

This past year has placed coun-
ty government in a leadership role 
previously not seen by the citizens 
of Tulsa County. Thanks to the 
outstanding county personnel and 
the commitment by the Commis-
sioners to step up when needed, 
county government enters 2022 
ready to continue to serve the citi-
zens of Tulsa County. 
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From Tulsa 
County

By COMMISSIONER
RON PETERS

Tulsa Regional Chamber on Commissioner Peters’ Retirement
Courtesy MIKE NEAL
TRC President and CEO

All of us at the Tulsa Regional 
Chamber congratulate Commis-
sioner Ron Peters on his retire-
ment. He has served the public well 
in many capacities, and we thank 
him for his many years of service to 
the Oklahoma House of Represen-

tatives and the Tulsa County Com-
mission. He has been instrumental 
in so much of what the chamber 
does, from advocacy to economic 
development to tourism. 

He was one of two state legisla-
tors who suggested we create what 
became the OneVoice Regional 
Legislative Agenda. He also sug-
gested that we travel to the state 

capitol and the U.S. Capitol to 
personally advocate for public-pri-
vate priorities, which we now do 
regularly. 

In support of the chamber-led 
Tulsa’s Future regional economic 
partnership, Commissioner Peters 
was part of multiple company re-
cruitment efforts, including Ma-
cy’s and Milo’s Tea, as well as the 

Whirlpool expansion. 
Commissioner Peters was also 

instrumental in the facility up-
grades to Expo Square, as well 
as development of the LaFortune 
Park Tennis Center to be one of the 
nation’s best facilities. 

Most recently, he helped provide 
CARES and ARPA funding to sup-
port the pandemic recovery work 

of Tulsa Regional Tourism and the 
Tulsa Office of Film, Music, Arts 
& Culture. 

He has always been a reliable, 
thoughtful and pragmatic public 
servant who cares deeply for his 
colleagues, constituents and our 
entire community. We wish him 
all the best as he begins this new 
chapter of his life.

Tulsa County Commissioner Ron Peters 
Announces Plan to Retire in January

Tulsa County Commissioner Ron 
Peters has announced his plans to 
retire. Peters, a longtime public 
servant as County Commissioner 
and former Oklahoma State Repre-
sentative, plans to resign from the 
Board of County Commissioners 
(BOCC) office in mid-January. 

“It’s been a great honor to serve 
Tulsa County residents these many 
years,” Peters said. “Between my 
career as a business owner, then in 
the Oklahoma House of Represen-
tatives and these past eight years at 
Tulsa County, I’m looking forward 
to spending more time with my 
family, while playing some golf.”

Peters named District 3 Depu-
ty Commissioner Vicki Adams as 
acting Commissioner to serve out 

the remainder of his term, which 
continues through 2022. Adams 
has served as deputy commissioner 
since 2013.

“Commissioner Peters is a true 
statesman who has worked tire-
lessly to improve the lives of Tul-
sa County residents,” Adams said. 
“We’ve worked together for more 
than 31 years, but these past eight 
years have been the most gratifying 
as we pushed Tulsa County govern-
ment toward success. I’m honored 
and deeply grateful for his trust to 
continue his legacy of service.”

Peters served as an Oklahoma 
state representative for 12 years 
before running for Tulsa County 
commissioner. Before his public 
service work, Peters was co-owner 

of a public relations firm. Prior to 
that he worked for Cities Service 
Oil and Gas and later for Occi-
dental Petroleum Corp., where he 
directed government and public af-
fairs efforts.

“Among my proudest achieve-
ments are investments and improve-
ments at Expo Square and the Tulsa 
County Fairgrounds to ensure it’s as 
productive for Tulsa County in 2050 
as it was in 1950. Another is LaFor-
tune Park, which continues to be 
among the best all-around parks in 
the nation. We’ve also led legislative 
efforts to modernize laws that estab-
lish county government in Oklaho-
ma, which hasn’t seen many updates 
since statehood.

“During these last eight years, our 

focus was on modernizing and re-
structuring county government,” 
Peters said. “When we got here, the 
answer to a lot of questions was, 

‘We’ve always done it that way.’ 
We started challenging that notion 
from day one, and I’m very proud 
of Tulsa County’s progress.”

Deputy Commissioner Vicki Adams 
To Serve the Term Through 2022

GTR Media Group photo

GREAT SERVICE: District 3 County Commissioner Ron Peters stands 
in the Tulsa County offices in downtown Tulsa. Peters has held his coun-
ty commissioner seat since 2013 and plans to retire at the end of 2021. 

Many Opportunities Await Tulsa County in 2022

http://aircoservice.com
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As we continue to contend with 
social situations in tight surround-
ings and large-group gatherings, 
such as theatre events, I want to 
acknowledge event 
organizers and 
venue manage-
ment who put the 
safety of their au-
diences first. I’m 
happy that this 
holiday season 
we have many 
reasons to cele-
brate. I hope you 
and your friends 
and family will 
enjoy this time of 
year with these 
fun and festive 
options. 

A special out-
door experience 
awaits at the 
BOK Center with 
its annual Winter-
fest. Visitors can 
venture out on 
9,000-square feet 
of ice for skate dates through Jan. 
3. Take a ride in a carriage while 
sipping hot chocolate. It’s all part 
of the fest, now in its 14th year. 

Another dazzling outdoor adven-
ture begins at Tulsa Botanic Gar-
den. The Botanic Garden of Lights 
includes music, train rides and 
thousands of lights. The Garden is 
open nightly (except for Dec. 24 
and 25) through Jan. 2.

Two hallowed traditions continue 
at the Tulsa PAC with Tulsa Bal-
let’s “The Nutcracker” (through 
Dec. 19) and American Theatre 
Company’s “A Christmas Carol” 
(Dec. 10-23). A new magnificent 
“Nutcracker” production debuts 
this month. It is a collaboration of 
two highly admired Tulsa Ballet 
resident choreographers, Val Ca-
niparoli and Ma Cong. 

I have seen American Theatre 
Company’s “A Christmas Carol” 
a couple of dozen times. Really. 
I love this musical version, cre-
ated over 40 years ago by Robert 
Odle and Richard Averill. It is 
the perfect outing for family and 
out-of-town guests. Karl Krause 
owns the role of Scrooge, and the 
set is so very picturesque. I also 
like that it is playing until Dec. 
23. Even your young ones will 
be entertained by the ghosts, the 
music, the gorgeous set, the many 
children in the cast and the uplift-
ing story. 

After Scrooge, the churlish teens 
in “Mean Girls” won’t seem so bad. 
Broadway and Celebrity Attrac-
tions are back in 2022 with Tina 
Fey’s splashy and energy-driven 
coming-of-age musical comedy, 

Jan. 4-9. It is based on Fey’s 2004 
film and opened on Broadway in 
2018. “Mean Girls” features mu-
sic written by Fey’s husband, Jeff 

Richmond, who 
penned the score 
for Broadway’s 
“ U n b r e a k a b l e 
Jimmy Schmidt.” 
Lyrics are by Nell 
Benjamin (“Le-
gally Blonde”) 
and direction by 
Casey Micholaw 
(“The Book of 
Mormon” and 
“The Drowsy 
Chaperone”). The 
show is recom-
mended for ages 
10 and up. 

Theatre Tul-
sa presents “The 
Sound of Music,” 
Jan. 14-30 at the 
Tulsa PAC, show-
casing all those 
memorable Rodg-
ers and Hammer-

stein songs we can sing my heart.
Other notable January produc-

tions at the PAC are magician and 
mentalist Hayden, Jan. 14-15, and 
two Tulsa Symphony productions 
--- “Folk Dances: ‘London’ Sym-
phony’” on Jan. 15, with Daniel 
Hege conducting. The concert 
highlights music by Bartok, Brit-
ten and Vaughan Williams. 

The score to “Star Wars: A New 
Hope” will be performed by the 
Tulsa Symphony, Jan. 29. while 
the audience enjoys the film in 
high-definition on a big screen. 

World Stage Theatre has brought 
some interesting and evocative 
dramas to the PAC in recent years. 
They present “The Song of Jacob 
Zulu,” Jan. 27 through Feb. 6. This 
piece was honed by Steppenwolf 
Theatre in 1993 and nominated 
for six Tony Awards. The story 
follows a man during the time of 
South African apartheid who is 
charged with a terrorist act. The 
music was written by Ladysmith 
Black Mambazo.

Warming up a late January eve-
ning, Signature Symphony con-
tinues its concert series at the 
VanTrease PAC with “Love and 
Obsession, the Beatles to Berlioz,” 
Jan. 22. 

Country artist Jake Owen per-
forms at the River Spirit on Jan. 
21. Comedienne Fortune Feimster 
takes the stage Jan. 27, and Wil-
lie Nelson and Family headlines 
on Jan. 29. A featured guest for 
the Willy Nelson event is singer 
Dan Smalley. Nelson also will be 
joined by his sister, daughters and 
sons. The group covers songs by 

Nelson, and also George Harrison, 
Hank Williams, Kris Kristofferson 
and others. 

The Cox Business Center wel-
comes Latin music newcomer 
and romantic leading man Jay 
Wheeler, Jan 22. One of the hot-
test stand-up comedians in the biz, 
Taylor Tomlinson, appears at the 
Center on Jan. 28. Tomlinson was 
a finalist in “Last Comic Standing” 
and just finished her second come-
dy special for Netflix.

Ventriloquist/comedian Jeff 

Dunham lifts winter woes on Jan. 
29 at the BOK Center. It takes a 
comic of immense stature to fill 
even a third of that arena. Dunham 
is irreverent and politically in-
correct, taking jabs at institutions 
and people (including himself) 
with the help of his puppets, Wal-
ter, Peanut, Bubba J and Achmed 
the Dead Terrorist, among others. 
Dunham is a native Texan who at-
tended Baylor and worked his way 
up the comedy chain. He enjoys 
great popularity in both the U.S. 

and Europe. This appearance is 
part of his “Seriously!?” tour.

Rocking the BOK on Jan. 30 is 
the popular L.A.-based band Tool. 
Formed in 1990, Tool is known 
for its progressive rock, or “art 
rock.” They won a “Best Metal” 
performance Grammy in 2020 for 
their album “7empest.” The group 
Blonde Redhead will open for the 
band.

Have a warm and fabulous hol-
iday season. I wish you the very 
best of everything in 2022!
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VARIETY

Show Buzz

By NANCY HERMANN

                                                                                918-687-3625          

Celebrate the Best of Family Holiday Traditions!
• Thousands of lighted displays • Holiday Hayride • Train Rides

okcastle.com 

Now - New Years Eve 5:30 pm - 10 pm

Celebrate the Season with Entertainment

A CHRISTMAS CAROL:  Amer-
ican Theatre Company reprises a 
holiday tradition with its beloved 
“A Christmas Carol,” playing at 
the Tulsa PAC through Dec. 23. 

THE NUTCRACKER:  Tulsa Ballet returns to the PAC in December 
with the debut of an all new “Nutcracker” production.

MEAN GIRLS:  Broadway’s hilarious “Mean Girls,” written by Tina Fey, opens the new year with 
laughs Jan. 4-9. 

http://hamlethams.com
http://okcastle.com
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Celebrate the best of family hol-
iday traditions at The Castle of 
Muskogee! Take a leisurely drive 
through the Castleton Village, 
which is filled with thousands of 
holiday lights and displays. The 
drive through is FREE, and do-
nations are gratefully accepted. 
Guests may also view the lights 
from an old-fashioned hayride or 
from the rail car of the festive Cas-
tle Train, both of which provide 
visitors with a unique experience 
through the Castle displays. Also 
in the Village area, the little ones 
may ride the cutest holiday ponies 
in town! For a taller vantage point, 
Cletus the Camel will be here to 
provide rides around the Village 
area. Just want to hang out and 
snap photos? Grab a bag of Kettle 
Corn and enjoy the festive envi-
ronment of the Castle gates before 
you head inside. 

Once inside The Castle, guests 
may warm up and enjoy a variety 
of family holiday activities: Craft-
ing ornaments in Santa’s work-
shop, Wax Hands and Make Your 
Own Candle, Stuff it Up – Plush 
Adoptions ... and so much more! 
Discover handmade creations for 

the special people on your holiday 
list. We encourage guests to visit 
The Christmas Shoppe for home 
holiday displays or holiday keep-
sakes. Join us in Rudolph’s Cafe 
for a light supper or snack, hot 
chocolate and treats! 

New for 2021: Many will tour 
the lights for the love of holiday 
joy. The Castle also offers a not so 
traditional holiday treat. In addi-
tion to the Castle’s holiday Cata-
combs and Torture Chamber Mu-
seum, guests may venture through 
the Sandy Claws Haunt. This is for 
our fans of thrill that would like to 
continue the chills throughout this 
holiday season! Visit http://okcas-
tle.com for a complete schedule of 
nightly activities. 

In nearby Honor Heights Park, 
the “Garden of Lights” attracts 
thousands of visitors. The cele-
bration includes a drive-through 
display of over a million shimmer-
ing lights exhibited throughout the 
park. Christmas lights are placed 
on trees, bushes and structures 
throughout the park to enhance 
the natural beauty of the gardens, 
waterfalls and ponds. Gates open 
at 5:00pm nightly, and the event is 

free on Mondays and $5 per vehi-
cle Tuesday- Sunday. 

Castle Christmas and Garden of 
Lights event hours and prices: 

Drive through the lights at 
both locations. The Castle drive-
through is complimentary, how-
ever, we do appreciate donations. 
Honor Heights has a fee of $5 
with both cards and cash accept-
ed. If you would like information 
on a season pass, please contact 
the Parks Department. Both drive-
through events are open nightly 
from Thanksgiving through New 
Year’s Eve, 5:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Holiday Activities Out-
side in The Castle’s Village 
Tractor-drawn Hayrides - This 
ride starts in the parking lot of The 
Castle and travels through the vil-
lage on a different route from the 
car drive-through. Departs every 
half hour. Cost is $5.00 per person, 
children 1 under are free. Fri, Sat, 
Sun* 

Castle Train – Enjoy the lights 
with a tour from the conductor 

himself! $10 per passenger. Kids - 
Under 1 are free. Weekends from 
Thanksgiving to New Year’s*. If 
you would like to book the train 
throughout the week, please call 
918.687.3625 or email info@ok-
castle.com to reserve. Group rates 
available. 

Pony rides – A holiday favorite! 
$5 per child. Fri, Sat, Sun*. The 
cutest Christmas ponies in town! 
Camel rides – Live like a Wise-
man. Camel rides $5. This is for 

both the young as well as the 
young at heart. Holiday Activities 
inside The Castle 

The Castle’s additional events 
are open Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday – Nov 26th through Dec 
12th, Nightly- Dec 15th-Dec 31st. 
Please check the Calendar at http://
okcastle.com for a detailed sched-
ule of each night’s activities. 

For more information please vis-
it: okcastle.com or www.cityof-
muskogee.com 
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Call 1-877-563-0380
 to order item 296X

or visit 
HaleGroves.com/H2YF24

* Only $23.99 (reg. $37.99) plus 
$5.99 shipping and handling per pack 

to 48 contiguous  states. Some restrictions 
may apply.  IC:  H2YF24

Fruit Favorites Gift Box

SAVE $15!
Reg. Price $37.99

ONLY

$2399*

Special, limited-
time offer!

Fruit so fresh, 
it’s still on the tree 

when you order!
Our best-loved citrus and orchard fruits.

Call now and

SAVE 43%!
*Plus $5.99 handling per pack to the 48 contiguous states. 

Limited time o� er, good while supplies last. 
Not valid with any other o� er. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

Field or European Hunt
Private or Corporate

T Diamond Hunts
Pheasant • Quail • Chucker

918-244-0958 • 918-467-4177

Castle Christmas at The Castle of Muskogee and 
The Garden of Lights at Honor Heights Park Open

Some Things You Maybe Didn’t Know About Santa  

By BOB LEWIS 
Contributing Editor 

 
There are two endearing sym-

bols of Christmas. One is a huge 
star shining brightly on a humble 
manger to announce the arrival of 
Jesus Christ, the most important 
baby ever born in the history of 
mankind to Christians. 

The other is a fuzzy-faced fellow 
who symbolizes and expression of 
love that is a hallmark of the holi-
day season. 

One of the most recognizable 
individuals in the world, Santa 
Claus along with his eight rein-
deer, devote their Christmas Eve 
hours to delivering presents to 
good children around the world 
every year.

Just about everybody knows this 
jolly gentleman is married to Mrs. 
Claus, but some people may have 
a few questions, like is he a real 
person? Just how old is he? And 
when is his birthday? 

For the answers to these ques-
tions and more, put out some milk 
and cookies, turn on your favorite 
Christmas tunes, and get ready 
to learn a few things you maybe 
didn’t know. 

How old is Santa? 
According to the blog Email 

Santa, the North Pole resident 
is 1,750 years old as of 2021. In 
fact, the origins of Santa Claus 
can be traced all the way back to a 
monk named Saint Nicholas, who 
was born between 260 and 280 A. 
D. in the village of Patara, which is 
part of modern-day Turkey. 

Long before he became Santa 

Claus, there were many legends 
around Saint Nicholas perform-
ing acts of kindness for needy 
kids. Another legend involves him 
praying for sailors who were being 
threatened by a powerful storm and 
ensuring their safe return. Because 
of these and other fabled deeds, he 
became known as a protector of 
children and sailors. That’s why 
people around the world contin-
ue to honor him with the Feast of 
Saint Nicholas on Dec. 6. 

What does Santa look like? 
Don’t be too quick to reply, be-

cause the answer to this question 
depends on where it is being asked. 
Since Santa is a worldwide figure, 
his physical appearance varies by 
geographic location. The one we 
know and love in this country was 
created in 1931 when Coca-Cola 
commissioned illustrator Had-
don Sundblom to paint Santa for 
its Christmas advertisements. 
Those paintings established him 
as a warm, happy character with 
human features, including rosy 
cheeks, a white beard, twinkling 
eyes and laughter lines. 

When is Santa’s birthday? 
SantaClaus.com says Santa’s 

birthday is on March 15. How ex-
actly they know that is a question 
yet to be answered. But just to be 
safe, it might be a good idea to 
mark it on your calendar for next 
year. 

How did Santa Claus get his 
name? 

According to TIME, the leg-
end of Saint Nicholas continued 

to be passed around through-
out Europe in the 16th and 17th 
centuries. In the Netherlands, 
St. Nicholas Day was observed 
by someone dressing up as the 
saint and going door-to-door giv-
ing children small gifts. In other 
areas he is recognized as Father 
Christmas. 

How the legend of Saint Nicho-
las made its way to North Amer-
ica remains a bit of a mystery. In 
the 1770s, one New York news-
paper referenced “St. Nicholas, 
otherwise called Santa Claus,” 
which is the first known refer-
ence to Santa Claus in the United 
States. 

The author of Christmas: A Bi-
ography, Judith Flanders, said 
the large populations of Swiss 
people who settled in New York, 
North Carolina, and Pennsylva-
nia are probably the reason we 
know Santa Claus by that name 
today. “They came from regions 
that marked St. Nicholas’ Day, 
and St. Nicholas in various di-
alects of Schweizer Deutsch, 
or Swiss-German, which re-
ferred either to Semichas or San-
ti-Chlaus.” And of course, it’s 
easy to see how “Santi-Chlaus” 
might have evolved into “Santa 
Claus” over time. 

How old is Mrs. Claus? 
According to Email Santa, Mrs. 

Claus is just a bit younger than her 
husband. She’s 1,139 years old. 
And don’t forget to wish her a hap-
py birthday after you’ve opened 
your gifts this year. Her birthday 
is on Christmas Day, the same as 
Lord Jesus, according to the web-
site. 

What is the Economic impact of 
Christmas? 

Our economy depends on Christ-
mas spending because it boosts 
production, creates jobs and in-
creases the nation’s Gross Do-
mestic Production. And we are not 
alone there. Christmas is typically 
the largest economic stimulus for 
many nations around the world at 
a record breaking $1.002 trillion. 
Economists note this is an upward 
trend has been gaining momentum 
for years. In 2014, the overall fig-
ure was $842.37 billion, meaning 
that Christmas spending increased 
by $160 billion in just seven years. 

Pretty good for a jolly old gen-
tleman who is fed tons of cookies 
and gallons of milk every Christ-
mas Eve.

GTR Media group photo

SANTA’S WELCOME:  Santa welcomes visitors to Woodland Hills 
Mall in Tulsa.  

St. Nick FAQs Answered

http://www.noc.edu
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YWCA Tulsa in partnership with 
the Mayor’s Commission on the 
Status of Women has announced 
the winners of the 2022 Pinna-
cle Awards honoring exceptional 
women of Tulsa.

The winners are:
Anna C. Roth Legacy Award: 

Joy Harjo, the 23rd Poet Lau-
reate of the United States, is a 
member of the Mvskoke Nation 
and belongs to Oce Vpofv (Hick-
ory Ground). She is the second 
poet to be appointed a third term 
as U.S. Poet Laureate.  Harjo is 
the author of nine books of poet-
ry, two award-winning children’s 
books, several screenplays; and 
three plays. Harjo has produced 
seven award-winning music al-
bums including Winding Through 
the Milky Way, for which she 
was awarded a NAMMY for Best 
Female Artist of the year. Harjo 
is a chancellor of the Academy 
of American Poets, holds a Tul-
sa Artist Fellowship, directs For 
Girls Becoming, an arts mentor-
ship program for young Mvskoke 
women, and is a founding board 
member and Chair of the Native 
Arts and Cultures Foundation. She 
has recently been inducted into the 
American Academy of Arts and 
Letters, the National Native Amer-
ican Hall of Fame, and the Nation-
al Woman’s Hall of Fame.

The Anna C. Roth Legacy Award 
is named after Anna C. Roth, who 
founded YWCA Tulsa in 1914.

Arts and Humanities: Connie 
Cronley, Cherokee author, grew up 
in Nowata, lives in Tulsa and has 
been writing for most of her life. “A 
Life on Fire,” a biography of Kate 
Barnard is Cronley’s fifth book. 
Cronley’s career includes working 
as a writer for Tulsa Tribune, Tul-
sa People, and Oklahoma Monthly, 
serving as Executive Director of 
Iron Gate, and Managing Director 
of Tulsa Ballet Theatre, and a com-
mentator on Public Radio 89.5.

Community Service: Brenda 
Alford is a descendant of Tul-
sa Race Massacre survivors and 

Black Wall Street entrepreneurs. 
A proud third-generation gradu-
ate of Booker T. Washington High 
School, she served as Chair of the 
Mass Graves Public Oversight 
Committee at the request of May-
or G.T. Bynum. Alford also serves 
as a board member at Greenwood 
Rising, and as a 1921 Tulsa Race 
Massacre Centennial Commission 
member.

Corporate Business: Kuma Rob-
erts is a leader in the Tulsa com-
munity, mobilizing companies and 
individuals to courageously create 
space for dialogue about diversi-
ty, equity, inclusion, and justice. 
Roberts is the Chief Diversity & 
Inclusion Officer at Arrowhead 
Consulting and worked for Tulsa 
Regional Chamber for 10 years as 
Executive Director of Talent At-
traction, Retention & Mosaic, and 
most recently as Vice President of 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion.

Education: Dr. Deborah Gist is 
superintendent for the second larg-
est school district in our state — 
Tulsa Public Schools – and leads 
our city’s public-school teachers 
in the education of approximately 
35,000 students in grades pre-kin-

dergarten to 12th grade in 77 dis-
trict and public charter schools. She 
is the first female superintendent 
in the district›s history. During her 
tenure at TPS she has steadily in-
creased the percentage of students 
meeting their math and reading 
growth projections, collaborated 
on the development and delivery of 
Tulsa Race Massacre curriculum, 
and increased the graduation rate 
by more than 11 percentage points.

Entrepreneur: Wendy Wil-
liams is the owner of Health and 
Safety Education Consultants 
Training Center, an approved State 
of Oklahoma Health Department 
nurse aide registry program. Wil-
liams recognized there was a need 
to increase the number of training 
centers to help students become 
certified nursing assistants and en-
ter other health service entry lev-
el careers. She is also the founder 
and president of Eastern Oklaho-
ma Black Nurses Association, a 
local chapter of the National Black 
Nurses Association, Inc.

Health & Wellness: Zaida Kep-
ford-Castro moved to Tulsa 17 
years ago from Tijuana, Mex-
ico. She is a servant leader who 
has promoted understanding and 
collaboration among minority 
groups: training Morton Clinic 
departments on how to work with 
the Hispanic community and pro-
viding pro-bono translation and 
interpretation services to Oklaho-
mans Against Human Trafficking, 
Tulsa County Sheriff’s Office, 
Tulsa Police Department, Xavi-
er Clinic, Little Lighthouse, and 
Sooner Start. She currently leads 
a health collective promoting 
access to sex education and pro-
moting healthy relationships with 
Amplify Tulsa.

Rising Star: Amairani Perez Cha-
mu is the Hispanic Resource Cen-
ter Coordinator at Tulsa Public Li-
brary, creating programs for all 24 
branches and locations across Tul-
sa County, and overseeing orders 
and purchases of Spanish materials 
for the entire system. She is Board 
President for the Tulsa Global Dis-
trict and is the Tulsa Director for 
Dream Action Oklahoma. She has 
led countless DACA clinics and 
Know Your Rights campaigns and 
has spoken with state senators to 
ensure the rights of the immigrant 
community in Tulsa.

The Rising Star Award recogniz-
es a young woman who already 

has made notable contributions in 
her field.

Corporate Champion: AAON is a 
publicly traded company headquar-
tered in Tulsa, and the representa-
tion of female leaders starts at the 
top. AAON has been recognized 
by 2020 Women on Boards as an 
Oklahoma “W” Company for hav-
ing 20 percent or more company 
board seats held by women. AA-
ON’s eight-member board of di-
rectors includes two women, or 25 
percent. Manufacturing companies 
often fall short in female represen-
tation: women make up 24 percent 
of the manufacturing workforce na-
tionally. AAON trends higher than 
the national average, with women 
making up 29 percent of its work-
force. AAON has been recognized 
as a Mosaic Top Inclusive Work-
place by the Tulsa Regional Cham-
ber and has also signed the Tulsa 
Pay Equity Pledge.

Each honoree upholds the legacy 
of the Pinnacle Awards, which is 
reflected in women who are role 
models in their professions, take 
risks on behalf of others, perform 
community service, and advocate 
for women’s issues.

“Each year when we announce 
the Pinnacle Awards winners, I 
am honored to recognize these 
Tulsa women’s achievements in 
many areas, including health, 
education, arts, business and 
community service,” Mayor G.T. 
Bynum said. “These women rep-
resent the excellence and diver-
sity that make our city strong, 
enriching our community and 
extending their influence beyond 
our city limits.”

YWCA Tulsa’s CEO, Julie Davis 
shared, “It’s an honor to be able 
to tell the stories of women who 
are fearless change agents in our 
community. These women are cre-
ating a Tulsa that is More -- more 
inclusive, more representative, 
more creative, and more powerful 
because of their work.”

Winners will be honored on 
Thursday, March 31, 2022. The 
Pinnacle Awards is a celebration 
of the investment that women are 
making in our community every 
day. It also supports the work that 
YWCA Tulsa leads to empower 
women and eliminate racism. To 
sponsor the Pinnacle Awards or 
get more information about this 
event, visit www.ywcatulsa.org/
get-involved/pinnacle-awards/

History of the Pinnacle Awards
In 1987, the Pinnacle Awards were 

established by the Mayor’s Com-
mission on the Status of Women to 
celebrate the important contribu-
tions of women to the City of Tulsa. 
The presentation of these awards 
honored women who were exem-
plary leaders in the Tulsa commu-
nity and demonstrated both pro-
fessional success and commitment 
to service. In 2015, the Mayor’s 
Commission on the Status of Wom-
en forged a partnership with YWCA 
Tulsa’s event Women of the Year 
recognizing women who were role 
models and embodied their mission 
of eliminating racism, empowering 
women, standing up for social jus-
tice, and helping families.   

 
About YWCA Tulsa

YWCA Tulsa is on a mission to 
eliminate racism, empower wom-
en, and promote peace, freedom, 
dignity and justice for all. We fo-
cus on eliminating barriers for and 
investing in the success of wom-
en, girls and people of color. Each 
year YWCA creates real change 
in the lives of more than 10,000 
women, men, and children through 
our Health Equity and Wellness 
programs and Immigrant and Ref-
ugee Services. For more informa-
tion, visit www.ywcatulsa.org

 
About the Mayor’s Commission 
on the Status of Women

The Mayor’s Commission on the 
Status of Women acts as the central 
clearinghouse and coordinating 
agency for activities and informa-
tion relating to women. The com-
mission is charged with helping 
women develop a collective voice 
to influence public policy and ef-
fect positive changes in their lives, 
in addition to stimulating research 
in the area of women’s legal rights; 
educating the community on the 
status of women by publicizing in-
formation on women’s rights and 
obligations; reviewing the range 
of services available to women to 
enable them to fully contribute to 
society through their homes and 
participation in community life; 
and to strengthening existing ser-
vices and assisting public, com-
mercial, cooperative or voluntary 
agencies in pursuing needed ser-
vices. For more information about 
the Mayor’s Commission on the 
Status of Women, see the City of 
Tulsa website.
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A Place for Mom has helped over a million families find 
senior living solutions that meet their unique needs.

There’s no cost to you! 
(855) 746-7559

 ! We’re paid by our partner communities

Call today to connect with a 

SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR      
INDEPENDENT LIVING  •  ASSISTED LIVING  •  MEMORY CARE

2022 Pinnacle Award Winners Announced

GTR Media Group photo

EXCEPTIONAL GROUP:  This year’s Pinnacle Award Winners with Mayor Bynum are, from left, Amairani Perez, Joy Harjo, Kuma Roberts, 
Wendy Williams, Zaida Kepford-Castro, Brenda Alford, Mayor Bynum, a representative from AAON and Stephanie Regan, Connie Cronley and 
Deborah Gist.

http://millerhospicetulsa.com
http://anagotuylsa.com
http://akins.com
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In a room filled with the aromas 
of baked bread and spicy curry, I 
met owner Thang and sister, Cing 
Boihguite. The interesting Laizom 
Market, located in South Tulsa 
County near Bixby at 12141 South 
Elm in Jenks, shares the beauty of 
Burma and the culture of South-
east Asian cuisine. 

Like America’s Heartland, Bur-
ma is as unspoiled as sentimental 
poets claim. Though, in its cruel-
ty, not beauty are many stories of 
those who have fled the regime. 
The brutal militia junta that gov-
erns Myanmar came to power in 
1962 under the leadership of Gen-
eral Ne Win. Claiming to “soothe” 
ethnic tensions in the fractious na-
tion, home to more than 100 ethnic 
groups, the regime began a cam-
paign to eradicate all opposition. 
Spying, beatings, jailing, torture, 
and disappearances became rou-
tine. Immobilized and disconnect-
ed by-laws restricting travel and 
the prohibitive cost of automobiles 
and cellular service, many in Bur-
ma are held hostage, their shackles 
are the national borders that keep 
them in. 

Thang’s mother, father, two sis-
ters, and three brothers came to 
Tulsa eleven years ago in pursuit 
of the American Dream, escaping 
Myanmar formerly known as Bur-
ma. “Many people have left be-

cause of the conflict between the 
Myanmar army and ethnic armed 
groups.”  

As I take in the aromas of san-
dalwood and roasted peanuts, it is 
the breath of a nation that fills the 
room. 

Finding opportunities for pros-
perity and success, Thang and his 
family have retained their cultural 
identity while connecting us as a 
community. Cing “feels free here 

in Tulsa.” 
She is 28 years young and hap-

pily married to her husband, a 
Burmese refugee. They have two 
girls, ages seven and six who at-
tend Jenks Elementary and a boy 
who is one.

Many who call Tulsa home find 
comfort in cuisine that reminds 
them of their friends and family 
who could not make the journey. 

Laizom Market makes certain 

their products are accessible, au-
thentic and transparent. Recog-
nizing the need for consumers to 
be informed, Cing provides flavor 
and sourcing information about 
dishes, treats and teas which hail 
from Myanmar and neighboring 
countries India, Thailand, Laos 
and China. 

The trend to seek new varieties 
and explore new flavors such as 
local favorite Sour Pickle Tea, 

Thai Tea, Sweet Corn, Banana 
Sauce and Pure Butter Shortbread 
Cookies are found exclusively at 
Laizom Market.  Fresh Veggies 
arrive at the market on Mondays! 

Come visit Laizom Market lo-
cated at 12141 South Elm in Jenks 
and discover Asia. 
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Laizom Asian Market Offers Array of
International Cuisine in Greater Tulsa

FRIENDLY WELCOME:  Laizom Asian Market owner Thang Boihguite and his sister Cing welcome cus-
tomers to their store at 121st Street and Elm in Jenks. 

Owners Share
American Dream

AMPLE PRODUCTS:  Laizom 
Asian Market offers a wide array 
of  unique Asian products.
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GTR Media Group photo

LIGHTS ON AT GUTHRIE GREEN:  Music was alive with the Clark Gibson Quintet 
during the “Lights on at Guthrie Green” event in downtown Tulsa Dec. 3.  The event was 
sponsored by OU Health Physicians.  

http://merlnorman.com
http://www.oktagagent.com/barnes/
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A larger-than-life bronze monument hon-
oring the nation’s veterans was unveiled on 
the Northeastern State University Tahle-
quah campus on Veterans Day.

Veterans, legislators, higher education 
officials and the public gathered east of 
Seminary Hall recently to mark this year’s 
Veterans Day and unveil the new “NSU 
Veterans: Serving and Communicating 
Through the Decades” monument and pla-
za.

Oklahoma National Guard Director of 
Joint Staff and NSU alumnus Brig. Gen. 
Jon Harrison said it is appropriate to be cel-
ebrating Veterans Day at NSU and to dedi-
cate the new veterans monument and plaza.

“We are gathered to convey our nation’s 
gratitude for those who risked their lives 
for the land, the people and the ideals they 
love,” Harrison said during the ceremony. 
“Today, here in Tahlequah, we come to-
gether to honor and recognize all of our 
American service members past and pres-
ent and salute them for their service to our 
country both in uniform and out.”

NSU President Steve Turner said stu-
dents, faculty and staff of NSU have al-
ways responded when the nation called, 
adding today there are close to 300 veter-
ans and their family members enrolled at 
the institution. He said the university is 
proud of its veterans and that led to conver-
sations about what can be done to portray 
this pride.

“Based on NSU’s history of military in-
volvement it is fitting to dedicate this mon-
ument as a permanent and visual way to 
say thank you to veterans of the past, pres-
ent and future,” Turner said.

Standing around 12-feet tall the new vet-
erans monument designed and sculpted by 
Oklahoma sculptor Joel Randell, is com-
prised of six bronze figures arranged on a 
representation of the world. Randell’s de-
sign was chosen after a specially appointed 
presidential committee reviewed a number 
of submissions.

Provost and Vice President for Academic 
Affairs Dr. Debbie Landry said while the 
committee was formed in 2018, the conver-
sation about having a monument like this 
on campus started long before that. Landry, 
who is a retired Marine, said in doing some 

research for our veteran centers and loung-
es it was discovered that throughout NSU’s 
history many students and employees have 
answered the call.

Randell said each branch of the U.S. 
Armed Forces are represented and the ar-
rangement of the figures on the world sig-
nifies the United States’ widespread role 
throughout history.

Representing the Army is a WWI Chero-
kee Code Talker. A Vietnam War-era Ma-
rine trudging through a rice-patty field was 
chosen to represent this branch. A Gulf 
War-era catapult officer, better known 
as a “Shooter” was chosen to represent 
the Navy as part of the monument. He is 
depicted providing the distinctive pose 
shooters make when signaling a pilot to 
take off.

A modern-day female officer represents 
the Airforce as part of the monument. She 
is shown walking with a flight helmet in 
hand having successfully completed anoth-
er mission. Randell said in terms of rank 
she is also the highest-ranking officer on 
the monument.

The U.S. Coast Guard is also represent-
ed by a modern-day service member. He is 
depicted as being lowered from helicopter 
by cable, in a heroic effort to save someone 
from peril in the ocean.

At the center of monument, represent-
ing the home front and national guard, is 
a woman carrying the American flag and 
holding a lamp high as a guide for the way 
home. At the top of the flag, Randell said is 
a symbol to represent the newest branch of 
the military, the Space Force.

Randell said the lantern will also be lit at 
night. He added he chose some amber lens-
es for the lantern to give a nice warm glow.

“This wonderful monument here on the 

campus of Northeastern State is a tribute 
to all of those who have served, many of 
whom have given their lives to support the 
values of this country. We’re so proud of 
Northeastern State and all of those who 
have served,” Oklahoma State Regents for 
Higher Education Chancellor Dr. Allison 
Garrett said.

Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation 
Chuck Hoskin Jr. said he particularly likes 
this monument because it’s not memori-
alizing a single person who proved them-
selves in the field of battle but it is depict-
ing a collective of people who have fought 
for this country in different branches and 
from different walks of life.

“There are values around which we can 
and should rally and when people come to 
this monument, they will be filled, I think, 
with a sense of pride and an opportunity to 
reflect not on an individual military hero, 
but on the collective effort to protect free-
dom and secure peace,” Hoskin said.

Along with NSU institutional funds, sup-
port for the monument and plaza came in 
the form of donations from both individu-
als and area organizations including Cher-
okee Nation Businesses, Grand River Dam 
Authority, Lake Region Electric Company, 
Northeast Oklahoma Public Facilities Au-
thority, Northeastern Oklahoma Communi-
ty Health Centers, Tahlequah Community 
Fund, NSU Alumni Association and NSU 
Foundation.

“Our time and efforts are never wasted 
when we recognize and honor our veterans 
and the men and women currently serving 
in the armed forces,” Randell said. “My 
hope is that this monument will likewise 
inspire young men and women to also 
serve and communicate down through the 
ages to come.”
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EDUCATION

E D U C A T I N G  O K L A H O M A ’ S
W O R K F O R C E  F O R  7 5  Y E A R S

APPLY TODAY.
Financial Aid Available
OSUIT.EDU | 918.293.4680
Okmulgee, OK

NSU Unveils Veterans Monument on Vets Day

NSU VETERANS MONUMENT: NSU 
unveiled a new monument titled “NSU 
Veterans: Serving and Communicating 
through the Decades” on Veterans Day. 
The monument was created by Oklahoma 
Sculptor Joel Randell and is located east 
of Seminary Hall on the NSU Tahlequah 
campus.

SALUTING VETERANS: From left at the veterans event are Dr. Steve Turner, Regent 
Eric Fisher, Regent Amy Anne Ford, Regent Lake Carpenter, Regent Jane McDermott, Re-
gent Susan Winchester, Artist Joel Randell, Senator John Haste, Board Chair Regent Connie 
Reilly, Regent Chris Van Denhende, Regent Joy Hofmeister and Regent Gary Parker
 

U.S. Dept. of Defense Awards 
$6 Million STEM Grant to OSU

Oklahoma State University’s College 
of Engineering, Architecture and Tech-
nology has been awarded the largest 
university grant in history from the U.S. 
Department of Defense. 

The $6 million grant, which will be 
administered over the next four years, 
is for development and implementation 
of additional STEM education programs 
for schools with economically disadvan-
taged or underrepresented students. The 
goal is to create a pathway for successful 
careers in engineering and innovation.

President Kayse Shrum spoke at an an-
nouncement event OSU DISCOVERY 
in Oklahoma City. 

Other speakers included U.S. Rep. 
Frank Lucas, Oklahoma City Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Sean McDaniel, 
OSU representatives, Vice Director of 
Oklahoma City Air Logistics Complex 
Wade Wolfe, and a ninth-grader from 
ASTEC Charter Schools. 

Sen. Jim Inhofe provided comments 
via a video, which were shown at the 
event. 
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The impact of your job can be felt across 
your life. The wrong job can impact happi-
ness, home life and 
even mental out-
look. The saying 
of Chinese philos-
opher Confucius 
comes to mind. 
“Choose a job you 
love, and you will 
never have to work 
a day in your life.” 

A great exam-
ple of choosing 
a job you love is 
Tulsa Tech gradu-
ate James H. Neel 
M.D., F.A.C.S. 
Neel is a Cardio-
thoracic and Vas-
cular Surgeon at 
Ascension St. John. 
His Tulsa Tech sto-
ry doesn’t start like 
every other. Grow-
ing up on a sod 
farm in Bixby, Neel 
came to Tulsa Tech 
as an adult student. 
His dreams of be-
ing a doctor were put on hold following 
college.

“I went to college and got pretty distract-
ed playing baseball and goofing off,” Neel 
said with a grin. “I did not make the kind of 
grades that I should have, so when I gradu-
ated, I didn’t have the grades or the degree 
to even think about medicine.”

Neel says it was then he had to take a deep 
look inside. He talked with his mentors, 
considered his options and decided to go 
back to school, all with an eye on his dream 
of being a doctor. 

“I figure while I am getting my grades up, 
I might as well get as much experience and 
exposure in medicine as I can,” Neel said. 
“The best way I could think of was going 
to Surgical Technology school. By the time 
I started medical school, I had worked in 

the operating room (O.R.) for almost three 
years.”

At Tulsa Tech, Neel was able to 
learn from professionals, taking 
part in instructor Mildred Hill’s 
first-ever evening Surgical Technol-
ogy class. Surgical Technologists 
provide surgeons with the sanitary 
tools and equipment they need to 
complete procedures. It was with-
in that program where he found a 
wealth of knowledge.

“My Tulsa Tech instructors were 
outstanding,” Neel said, smiling. 
“They are people who are doing 
what they are teaching all day, ev-
ery day and they are experts in their 
field.”

 It also propelled him down a 
path to medical school. The Surgi-
cal Technology credits were able 
to count toward his overall grade 
point average, in a sense raising his 
grades. After spending three years 
and scrubbing in for thousands 
of surgeries, Neel started medical 
school. 

His time at Tulsa Tech opened the 
doors to the O.R. with knowledge, 
skills and overall comfort level in a 

high-pressure situation, which helped create 
an advantage over his peers. However, be-
yond the O.R. skills and knowledge, Neel 
says his time at Tulsa Tech taught him hu-
mility. 

“Just because you are a surgeon in the 
O.R., you are the captain of the ship, but 
that does not mean you get to treat people 
poorly,” Neel said frankly. “As a surgical 
technologist, you are lower on that totem 
pole. I had instruments thrown at me. I had 
people curse and yell at me when you make 
honest mistakes, we all do, and it never mo-
tivated me.”

It is those lessons that Neel keeps with him 
to this day.

“We don’t treat people that way. I don’t 
yell in the O.R., I don’t curse, we don’t 
throw instruments. It is a team,” Neel said. 

“I can’t do my job without everybody in the 
room doing their job. My job is no more im-
portant.”

Neel attributes that the essence of being 
a team was something instilled by Hill, for 
whom he still has a soft spot in heart for, all 
these years later. 

“Every time I would see Mildred Hill until 
the day she retired, I stop everything I am 
doing, I go over and give her a big hug. I 
love that woman like she was my own kin,” 
Neel said, grinning ear to ear.

Her impact is evident in how he speaks of 
her and how he uses the lessons she taught 
him to make sure he is the best educator he 
can be. The boy who grew up on a sod farm 

in Bixby, now happy to have his dream job 
here in Tulsa, a dream that Neel says shows 
the importance of education.

“Tulsa Tech helped me get to where I do 
what I love for a living,” Neel said, smiling. 
“I got most people beat. I love going to work 
every day.  I love what I do, and the way I 
got there was furthering my education.”

If you are looking for a new career or want 
to Make Your Own Path to your dream job, 
Tulsa Tech can help. With more than 80 ca-
reer training options, we have one that fits 
your interests. Log on to tulsatech.edu to get 
started or give us a call at (918) 828-5000. 
Your dream career could be just a few min-
utes away.

  GTR Media Group: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group
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News From
Tulsa Tech

By DR. STEVE TIGER
Superintendent

T R A I N  F O R  A  C A R E E R  
I N  H E A L T H C A R E

Broken Arrow Campus 
4000 W. Florence St.

Lemley Memorial Campus 
3420 S. Memorial Dr.

Owasso Campus 
10800 N. 140 E. Ave.

Peoria Campus 
3850 N. Peoria Ave.

Riverside Campus 
801 E. 91st St.

Sand Springs Campus 
924 E. Charles Page Blvd.

(918) 828-5000
info@tulsatech.edu

Prepare for your future and learn the skills to achieve your goals. Apply online  

at tulsatech.edu/apply or for more information, call (918) 828-5000.

» Over 90 Career Majors     » State-of-the-Art Classes & Labs      
» No Tuition for H.S. Students     » Affordable Tuition for Adults

AT TULSA TECH,  WE 
HELP STUDENTS GET  

ON THE PATH TO A 
SUCCESSFUL CAREER

Tulsa Community College 
Announces $2.25M Grant 
U.S. Dept. of Education

Tulsa Community College has been award-
ed the distinguished Title III Strengthening 
Institutions Program Grant for $2.25 mil-
lion from the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion. One of the largest grants a community 
college can receive, it supports institutions 
serving a high number of students from 
lower socioeconomic backgrounds.

With flexibility on how the money can 
be spent, TCC will use it to build compre-
hensive wraparound services for students 
leading to higher course completion, re-
tention from semester to semester, and col-
lege graduation rates.

“As a college, we’ve made tremendous 
strides to graduate more students and saw 
a 22 percent increase in our graduation rate 
over the past five years. Our work has not 
stopped and with an additional $2.25 mil-
lion, TCC can concentrate and expand ac-
ademic supports for students to increase 
retention and success in college and in life,” 
says Leigh B. Goodson, TCC president & 
CEO.

In a news conference on Thursday, Nov. 
18, TCC explained the grant will focus on 
three areas. TCC will embed tutors in de-
velopmental reading and writing cours-
es and embed Success Coaches in sec-
tions of the College Success course. This 
allows TCC to add additional Success 
Coaches, which has already produced posi-
tive student retention results and at the same 
time, will greatly expand the use of embed-
ded tutors in courses.

“This semester we have embedded tutors 
in a handful of sections working with about 
120 students. Beginning next Fall, we will 
increase those numbers to include about 

1,500 students each semester by 2026,” 
says Dr. Paula Willyard, dean of communi-
cation, English, & world language.

The third area adds a career component 
because it is essential students have early 
exposure to their chosen career path as they 
get started in college, rather than waiting 
until the end as they graduate.

TCC, with a work ready and transfer fo-
cus, is an important element within the Tul-
sa area to provide training and education 
to meet the needs of the region. The grant 
allows the College to support individu-
als where they are today and develop tomor-
row’s workforce.

“This is an investment in our community 
and ensures our companies have skilled and 
trained employees. I applaud the proactive 
work TCC is doing as well as the partner-
ships the College continues to build to pro-
duce more graduates resulting in a stron-
ger and more vibrant community,” says 
Cassia Carr, Tulsa deputy mayor, who also 
spoke at the news conference.

In recent years, TCC has intentionally 
designed a student experience with more 
student support services such as academ-
ic advising, funded in part through a $20 
million campaign and private donors. The 
$2.25 million Title III Strengthening Insti-
tutions Program Grant will expand and sus-
tain those efforts to support students so they 
can pursue their dreams of earning a college 
degree.

The timing of this grant, while not direct-
ly related to the pandemic, allows TCC to 
be proactive in responding to the needs of 
current and future students and any ongoing 
repercussions.

Tulsa Tech Graduate Dr. James H. Neel
Takes Road Less Traveled to Medical Career

Courtesy Tulsa Tech

APPRECIATING FORMER INSTRUCTOR: Dr. James Neel stands with his former in-
structor Mildred Hill in the new Surgical Technology lab at Tulsa Tech’s Health Sciences Center.
 

http://tulsatech.edu
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JENKS AREA NEWS

BANOUET
2022 JENKS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

& AWARDS CELEBRATION

January 20, 2022
River Spirit Casino Resort
6:30 p.m. | Dinner and Program

More information can be found at jenkschamber.com. For
reservations and sponsorships, contact Brittany Jenkins
at brittany.jenkins@jenkschamber.com or 918.299.5005

Join us for an evening of celebration to
recognize the many achievements of the

business community.

PRESENTED BY

‘Trojans Read the Way’ Bookmobile a Success

A grassroots effort by Jenks Pub-
lic Schools educators to provide 
access to books and literacy sup-
port during the summer and their 
vision to expand the program into 
a dedicated bookmobile led the 
Jenks Public Schools Foundation 
to support the Trojans Read the 
Way literacy initiative. The ini-
tiative raised the funds needed to 
transform a retired Jenks school 
bus into a fully functional book-
mobile.

In 2019, a group of educators 
determined a population of Jenks 
Public Schools students may not 
have access to books during the 
summer months. To provide these 
students with equitable access to 
books, multiple teachers volun-
teered their time and resources 
to load donated books into a van, 
travel to nearby apartment com-
plexes, and offer books to fami-
lies. 

The makeshift bookmobile was 
well received, and families lined 
up each week to take home a se-
lection of books. 

These teachers presented the 
positive outcomes of their sum-
mer literacy effort to the Jenks 
Board of Education, along with 
their vision of expanding the pro-
gram.

Jenks Public Schools Founda-
tion leaders heard their request 
and approved a Trojans Read the 
Way funding initiative. 

In February 2020, the founda-
tion issued a call to action at its 
annual dinner and auction, raising 

funds to repurpose a retired Jenks 
school bus into the Trojans Read 
the Way Bookmobile.

Jenks carpenters removed the 
interior seating and worked with 
the Trojans Read the Way team to 
create a colorful interior equipped 
with bookshelves, seating, and a 
generator to provide air condi-
tioning during the hot summer 
months.

Once the interior of the book-
mobile was completed, a Jenks 
business produced a wrap with a 
fun design to cover the bus. The 
Jenks Public Schools Foundation 
logo is proudly included in the 
design.

Funds raised for the initiative 
also provided a permanent canopy 
for the bookmobile. A call for do-
nated books was made throughout 
the district with Trojans Read the 
Way donation receptacles placed 
at all school sites. 

Several Foundation board 
members also offered to place 
receptacles at their businesses. 
Thousands of books have been 
collected.

“Jenks Public Schools Founda-
tion leaders and the Trojans Read 
the Way team all agree that the 
Trojans Read the Way literacy 
program was extremely success-
ful,” said foundation executive 
director Elizabeth Inbody. “It has 
grown from a grassroots effort 
of delivering books out of a van 
to an air conditioned, colorful, 
inviting bookmobile where stu-
dents can experience the joy of 

selecting a book that will become 
part of their own home library. 
The number of students served 
increased dramatically, and three 
times as many books were giv-
en away with the addition of the 
bookmobile.”

During the summer of 2021, 
more than 2,300 books were dis-
tributed to students and families. 
An average of 150 students were 
served each week, greatly ex-
panding equitable access to learn-
ing for Jenks students during the 
summer months. 

The Trojans Read the Way team 
has plans to increase the impact 
of the program going forward by 
adding additional routes and tak-
ing the Bookmobile out to serve 
families during holiday breaks.

 

Program Offers Literary 
Support During Summer

Courtesy photo

JENKS CHAMBER GIVING EVENT:  The Jenks Chamber of 
Commerce Women in Business program annually chooses a non-profit 
organization to benefit at its Giving event. This year’s event benefited 
Palmer’s Tulsa Women & Children Center, a non-profit that provides 
treatment for substance abuse and addiction, and promotes sustained 
recovery for adolescents, women and their families.  Pictured is Liz 
Neas, Palmer executive director. To learn more, visit palmer-tulsa.org.
 

Courtesy photo

http://ok4saving.org/offer
http://jenkschamber.com


By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

Football is not the only fall sport 
in which Jenks won a state cham-
pionship in 2021. The Trojan vol-
leyball squad captured its first in 
seven years when it beat Norman 
North, 3-2 (25-21, 16-25, 21-25, 
25-16, 15-7) in the Class 6A final 
Oct. 19 in Shawnee. 

As the scores indicate, the victo-
ry did not come easy. Jenks found 
itself down 2-1 after dropping the 
second and third sets of the match.

“It was definitely a huge chal-
lenge,” senior middle blocker 
Mikiah Perdue said. “After you 
lose those two sets, you know you 
have to give it your all for that 
third one, that deciding match to 
whether you’re going to go for five 
or if the match is over. We all had 
to come together and have a seri-
ous ‘Come to Jesus’ moment. We 
just needed to reset our minds and 
get in that mental state of ‘We can 
do this, if we get to work and play 
Jenks volleyball the way we know 
how to.’”

And play Jenks volleyball they 
did. 

“They (Norman North) were a 
challenge. They’re a great team.” 
Perdue added. “We all believe that 
if we’re playing our best volley-
ball going into the state tourna-
ment, it’s a clean slate. Anybody 
can beat anybody. It doesn’t matter 
if you beat them earlier in the sea-
son or they beat you, if you play 
your best volleyball, you can beat 
anybody. We knew that Norman 
North was a great team, but we 

also knew we could beat them if 
we played our best volleyball.”

Perdue also elaborated more on 
what took place within the team 
pep talk between sets three and 
four, in what she said was a key 
moment for the team.

“I got the team together and we 
all talked about what we need to 
do,” Perdue said. “We all closed 
our eyes and envisioned ourselves, 
winning that state title, playing 
our best, getting kills and get-
ting digs. We manifested that win 
and I think after we came out of 
those moments, where we all just 
came together. You could feel that 
snap, that turnaround, that men-
tal change within ourselves. You 
could feel the energy switch from 
negative to positive.”

Ultimately, it led to that glorious 
moment of being state champions. 

“It feels unreal. I’m absolute-
ly ecstatic about it,” Perdue said. 
“Going into the season, I don’t 
want to say that I didn’t expect 
we would win, but we did. I didn’t 
expect the team to gel and mesh 
the way that we did. Throughout 
the season we had our ups and 
our downs, but towards the end 
of the season, we were picking 
up turbulence towards that state 
tournament. I could really feel the 
team coming together and it felt 
unreal, like a seriously amazing 
experience and I’m so glad to have 
earned that state championship 
with my teammates.”

Perdue will be playing college 
volleyball next year at Union 
University in Jackson, Tenn. She, 
along with teammate Megan Sa-

lyer, were the only seniors on this 
year’s team. Perdue believes the 
chances of Jenks winning it all 
again next year are favorable.  

“That means it’s basically go-
ing to be the same exact team,” 
she said. “I think they’re set up to 
win two (state titles) in a row and 
hopefully, just build from there 
and keep rolling and win more and 
more. All the girls on the team are 
so amazing and really deserve it. 
I’m hoping for good things from 
them.”
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JENKS SPORTS
Trojans Celebrate Class 6A State Volleyball Crown

Courtesy  Mikiah Perdue

CHAMPIONSHIP CELEBRATION:  Jenks Coach Tanna Smith celebrates with her team after winning the 
Class 6A state volleyball championship in October..

Title Is Program’s First in Seven Years

http://jenksps.org
https://www.facebook.com/laizommarket/
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SPORTS
ORU Celebrates Mike Carter Athletic Center

The Oral Roberts Universi-
ty Athletic Department broke 
ground on the new Mike Car-
ter Athletic Center in November. 
It is the third of four new build-
ings to begin construction on the 
growing campus.

“This is truly a transformational 
day for ORU Athletics,” Athletic 
Director Tim Johnson said. “This 
athletic center will be the corner-
stone for the future of the athletic 
department and will impact every 
student-athlete for years to come. 
ORU’s Athletic facilities will be 
among the best in the country 
while providing our student-ath-
letes all the resources to compete 
and win at the highest levels. We 
cannot thank the ORU Board of 
Trustees, our donors, and Pres-
ident Wilson enough for their 
commitment to athletics and our 
student-athletes. The future is 
now for ORU cthletics!”

The Mike Carter Athletic Cen-
ter is estimated to cost more than 
$15 million and will be built debt 
free. The building will be located 
on the southeast side of the Ma-
bee Center and construction will 
take approximately 18 months to 
complete. The facility will house 
a 10,000-square-foot sports per-
formance area with turf and a 
fueling station allowing multiple 

teams to train at the same time. 
A new Eli Academic Center will 
have open study space as well as 
individual and group study rooms 
and a team room large enough for 
100 people. In addition, two, full 
size practice courts are being built 
for the men’s and women’s bas-
ketball teams along with adminis-
trative and coaches offices.

“The Mike Carter Athletic Cen-
ter exhibits the excitement sur-
rounding ORU athletics,” ORU 
President Dr. William M. Wilson 
said. «This facility will provide 
a quantum leap forward for our 
program. Our student-athletes 
will continue to develop in their 
sport and in all aspects of their 
academic life. The new athletic 
center is a message to the elite 
student-athlete, there is no place 
like ORU.”

The building’s namesake is for-
mer Athletic Director Mike Car-
ter. Hired initially at ORU on 
November 4, 1994, he was the 
fourth-longest tenured athletic 
director running a NCAA Divi-
sion I program at the time of his 
retirement. He guided the Golden 
Eagles to nine Commissioner’s 
Cups, winning 153 regular season 
and tournament titles, and sent 84 
teams to NCAA Championships, 
including ORU’s magical run to 

the NCAA Sweet 16 last March.
ORU athletics has shown tre-

mendous growth and the center 
will be at the forefront of its move 
into the future. ORU has already 
made significant upgrades to the 
Mabee Center consisting of new 
blue seats, new arena lights and 
sound system and exterior paint 
and glass to match the current 
look of campus in order to better 

the fan experience.
Over the last five years, ORU 

has made extensive additions 
and improvements to its campus. 
Construction of the Global Learn-
ing Center, the Nursing and En-
gineering Complex, the Stovall 
Center for Entrepreneurship and 
Niko Njotorahardjo Hall have all 
been completed, while a new Wel-
come Center, library and Media 

Arts Center are in various stages 
of planning and construction.

For the latest information on 
ORU Athletics, follow the Gold-
en Eagles on Facebook, Twit-
ter and Instagram, or go to www.
ORUAthletics.com. Fans can also 
receive updates on the team by 
downloading the ORU Athletics 
app from the App Store or Google 
Play Store.

Facility Named in 
Honor of Former
Athletic Director

GTR Media Group photo

APPRECIATIVE THANK YOU:  Recently retired ORU Athletic Director Mike Carter, foreground, gives 
thanks to ORU students, employees, alumni and supporters during the ceremonial ground breaking for  the 
Mike Carter Athletic Center in November.  At the lectern is ORU President Dr. William M. Wilson.  

GTR Media Group photo

INNOVATIVE FACILITY:  The $15 million  Mike Carter Athletic Center will house a 
10,000-square-foot sports performance area with turf and a fueling station allowing mul-
tiple teams to train at the same time.  

https://oruathletics.com/
http://allstarsportscomplex.com
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Victory Christian Conquerors Win Fifth
Consecutive State Volleyball Championship
By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

Victory Christian’s nickname is 
the Conquerors. It lived up to that 
name when it won a state champi-
onship in volleyball for a fifth con-
secutive year in October.

The local private school won the 
2021 title with a win against Re-
gent Prep in the Class 4A final, 
winning three sets to two (25-23, 
23-25, 25-20, 19-25, 18-16).

“It blows my mind that we’ve 
done this because I’ve never expect-
ed to win four rings before,” senior 
outside hitter Bella Wakley said. 

Along with fellow senior team-
mates Jessa Gilyard, middle 
blocker and Hannah Warlick, an-
other outside hitter, Wakley is the 
first class in the program to win a 
state title in all four years of their 
high school careers. 

“For this to happen to me chang-
es my life, my future, my high 
school career and everything,” 
Wakley said. “It’s been amazing 
to have all these teammates by 
my side. I could not have done it 
without my them. We all could not 
have done it without the coaches. 
We could have not won four rings 
without them pushing us.”

With players having graduated 
and a new class coming in annu-
ally, campaigning for another state 
championship every season is al-
ways a challenge. 

“I think it’s a blessing because 
almost every year we had to restart 
our team,” Gilyard said. “Because 
the seniors who had gone were like 
the main players on the court, each 
grade had to step up each time. It’s 
crazy every time they’ve stepped 
up to play.”

“God did bless us,” Wakley said.
But this year the challenge was 

greater, the girls said. 
“We had a lot of younger peo-

ple,” Wakley said “Most of the 
people that played were mainly 
seniors, but only three of us had 
varsity experience.”

“We almost had to start fresh,” 
Gilyard said. 

The No. 1 Lady Conquerors 
struggled early in the year having 
lost two of their first three match-
es. But they went through the rest 
of the season going 34-1 for a 35-3 
finish.

“It was like we were very deter-
mined to not let our streak down. 
We were really determined to keep 
it going,” Gilyard said.

“We always have a target on 

our back. We clicked really well 
at the end of the season,” Wakley 
said. 

Victory won at the Class 5A lev-
el in 2017, the first year of their 
current run. The following year, it 
was moved down to 4A, where it 
also won state. It then went back 
up to 5A the next two seasons, 
winning in that class again. This 
year, it was back down to 4A. 

When it reached the state tour-
ney, the Lady Conquerors won 
in the semifinals against Lincoln 
Christian, a three-time state cham-
pion, having won 3A in 2018 and 
4A the next two years. It was the 
fourth time this season Victory 
beat Lincoln.

“The semifinal against Lincoln 
was tough, because it was the 

fourth time we played them this 
year,” Victory coach Dan Donahue 
said. “We smoked them the first 
two sets and then they beat us in 
the third set, then we smoked them 
in the fourth set. It’s hard to beat 
any good team four times.”

“They (Lincoln) know how you 
play, so we had to work around 
that,” Gilyard said. “We had to 
change our defense sometimes in 
the middle of the game to work 
around any strategy they used 
against us. When playing Regent 
we learned where they hit the most 
and we had to move our defense 
around for that.” 

Victory also played Regent, 
ranked second, for a fourth time 
for 2021 when they met in the fi-
nal. Regent was the last team Vic-

tory lost to back on Aug. 31. It beat 
the Lady Rams in their next two 
meetings in September.

“I thought it was very challeng-
ing,” Wakley said. “We didn’t 
have our best game. But we played 
hard and we were determined not 
to lose and everybody was giving 
it their all, even though not all of 
us played our A game. But it was 
probably one of the most challeng-
ing games we had this year for 
sure.” 

“I think it was more of a mental 
challenge, because we are a pretty 
good team,” Gilyard said. “When 
you are mentally out of it, that’s 
when it gets us. But we all came 
together and stayed focused on it. 
We didn’t give any last points at 
the end.”

Photo Courtesy of Dan Donohue

STATE CHAMPIONS:  The Victory Christian volleyball team is all smiles as they celebrate their fifth consecutive state championship.  

Harry Lentz for GTR Media Grouo

HURRICANE STRENGTH:  Tulsa basketball is off to an interesting start this 
season.  Above, during the 64-58 win over Oregon State in Tulsa,,Keyshawn Em-
bery-Simpson, left, and Rey Idowu go up for baskets against the Ducks.  

http://cajuned.com
https://tulsahurricane.com
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Two Tulsa Sports Events Nationally Recognized 
Two Tulsa Sports Commission 

events, the 2020 Big 12 Wres-
tling Championship and the 2020 
USA BMX Grand Nationals, were 
named Champions of Economic 
Impact in Sports Tourism. 

Sports Destination Management, 
the leading publication with the 
largest circulation of sports event 
planners and tournament direc-
tors in the sports tourism market, 
unveiled the winners of the 2020 
and 2021 Champions of Eco-
nomic Impact Awards in Sports 

Tourism Presented by Traveling 
Teams. This year’s winners are re-
sponsible for contributing a more-
than-welcome boost of over $400 
million to the national economy 
over the past two years. 

 The following are quotes from 
participating organizations:

Big 12 Conference 
“We appreciate the effort and co-

ordination among all our partners 
in being able to stage the 2021 Big 
12 Wrestling Championship,” said 

Bob Burda, senior associate com-
missioner for communications. “It 
took an extraordinary team effort 
to safely achieve the level of suc-
cess and impact made during such 
a difficult time.”

 
USA BMX 

“After the meticulous planning 
and painstaking details it took to 
host a safe and worthy event for 
BMX sports in 2021, it truly is an 
honor to be recognized as a cham-
pion,” said Shane Fernandez, pres-

ident and chairman of USA BMX, 
“Afterall, that was our goal. To 
champion for everyone who en-
trusts us to deliver what many call 
the Greatest Race on Earth no mat-
ter the challenge. And expect noth-
ing less in 2022, as we unveil our 
Tulsa-based headquarters and Hall 
of Fame.” 

Tulsa Regional Tourism 
“Receiving multiple awards of 

this caliber reflects the tremen-
dous work the Tulsa Sports Com-

mission has been doing over the 
last decade,” said Ray Hoyt, pres-
ident of Tulsa Regional Tourism. 
“Dual national recognition rein-
forces to event planners that Tul-
sa is one of the best destinations 
in the country to host a sporting 
event, a major goal of Tulsa Re-
gional Tourism. As our momen-
tum continues to bring in even 
larger events, more and more 
people will come to Tulsa and ex-
perience what our unique city has 
to offer.” 

University of Tulsa Cross Country Runner Scott Beattie 
Named American Athletic Conference Runner of the Year

Scott Beattie claimed American 
Athletic Conference Men’s Run-
ner of the Year honors, capping a 
fantastic cross-country season, the 
league announced recently. 

Beattie is the second University 
of Tulsa athlete to earn the award 
since it was first announced by 
popular vote in 2017, after Patrick 
Dever was honored last season.

“We wouldn’t be where we’re 
at without Scott Beattie,” head 
coach Steve Gulley said. “He’s 
been a backbone of our program 
and has worked so hard. Scott has 
been a big contributor to our suc-
cess the past four years, so we’re 
excited he is getting a bit of the 
limelight.” 

Beattie paced the Golden Hurri-
cane in four of the five meets he 
competed in this season, taking 
11th at the Cowboy Jamboree and 
18th at the prestigious Wisconsin 
Nuttycombe Festival.

Beattie became the fourth differ-
ent Hurricane runner, fifth overall, 
to finish as the individual men’s 
champion at the American Cross 
Country Championships, navigat-
ing the Lakeland, Fla. course in 
23:49.2 to claim the gold medal. 
He had finished runner-up the pre-
vious three seasons. 

“He’s been a big team runner 
his whole career,” Gulley said. 
“There have been times where 
he’ll ask, ‘What does the team 

need from me at this meet?’ So 
now it was nice to sit there and 
tell him to go and win the race 
and bring glory to the team. We’re 
happy he gets to achieve this and 
even more happy he’s getting the 
attention he’s deserved. He’s sac-
rificed for the good of the team in 
the past.”

The senior from Newcastle, En-
gland finished the 2021 campaign 
with an all-region performance 
at the NCAA Midwest Regional 
10K, logging a third-place finish 
in 30:23.2.  He then helped Tulsa 
to a sixth-place finish at the NCAA 
Division I Cross Country Champi-
onships, crossing the line in 58th-
place with a 10K time of 29:45.2.

Courtesy photo

HURRICANE PACER:   Scott Beattie of Tulsa leads all runners in the 
American Athletic Conference.

Myrtle Beach Bowl TU’s 23rd Bowl Game
When the Tulsa Golden Hurri-

cane, representing the American 
Athletic Conference,  face the 
Old Dominion Monarchs of Con-
ference USA in the 2021 Myrtle 
Beach Bowl in Myrtle Beach, 
South Carolina, it will be the  
23rd bowl game in TU’s football 
history.  

The game is scheduled to be 
played at Coastal Carolina’s 
Brooks Stadium on Monday, Dec. 
20, at 1:30 p.m. (CT).

This is just the second year of 
the Myrtle Beach Bowl. Last 
year’s inaugural game was won 
by Appalachian State, 56-28 over 
North Texas.

The Myrtle Beach Bowl appear-
ance is the 12th bowl game in the 
last 19 years for the Hurricane. 
Head Coach Philip Montgom-
ery takes his fourth team into a 
bowl game in his seven seasons, 
including the 2015 Independence 
Bowl, 2016 Miami Beach Bowl 
and the 2020 Lockheed Martin 
Armed Forces Bowl.

This is the first meeting on the 
gridiron between Tulsa and Old 
Dominion. The Myrtle Beach 

Bowl is just the second bowl 
game in the short history of the 
Old Dominion football program.

Tulsa has fielded a football team 
since 1895, while ODU began its 
football program as an FCS pro-
gram in 2009. 

The Monarchs transitioned to 
the FBS in 2013, entered Con-
ference USA in 2014, and made 
the school’s only other FBS bowl 
game appearance in the 2016 
Popeyes Bahamas Bowl, defeat-
ing Eastern Michigan by a 24-20 
score.

“We’re excited for the oppor-
tunity to continue our season at 
the Myrtle Beach Bowl against a 
very good Old Dominion football 
team. We look forward to repre-
senting our university, the city of 
Tulsa and the American Athletic 
Conference in Myrtle Beach,” 
said Montgomery.

“Old Dominion has done such 
an outstanding job in building a 
solid foundation for its football 
program in such a short time since 
adding the sport and moving to 
the FBS level,” Montgomery add-
ed. “It should be a tremendous 

matchup between two teams that 
finished their regular seasons ex-
tremely strong.”

Tulsa goes into the Myrtle Beach 
Bowl with an overall 6-6 record. 
The Hurricane is on a three-game 
winning streak, defeating Tulane, 
Temple and SMU, winning two of 
those games on the road. Old Do-
minion also comes into the con-
test with a 6-6 record and is on a 
current five-game winning streak.

The contest features a Tulsa 
team that averages 436.3 total 
offensive yards to rank second 
in the American Athletic Confer-
ence, while defensively the Hur-
ricane has held its opposition to 
381 yards, ranking fifth in The 
American.

The Monarchs, coached by Ricky 
Rahne (pronounced Ronnie), fin-
ished the season in third place in 
the C-USA East Division with a 
5-3 record. ODU has averaged 
28.5 points and 385 yards pr game, 
while the Monarchs defense has al-
lowed just 28 points and 372 yards 
per game.

The game will be televised on 
ESPN.

 

Senior is Second Hurricane to Earn Honor

http://cartridge-smart.com
http://www.anchorpaint.com
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GTR 2021 COMPOSITE FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
DATE VISITOR HOME

Aug. 27 Bishop Kelley 28 Poteau 35
 Mans. Timberview 14 Bixby 69
 BT Washington 51 Southmoore 7
 Broken Arrow 42 Mansfield Legacy13
 Victory Christian 13 Cascia Hall 28
 McLain 12 Central 36
 Western Heights 0 East Central 54
 F.W. All Saints 17 Holland Hall 36
 Jenks 20 Mansfield Summit 14 
 Checota 21 Metro Christian 41
 Owasso 45 Edmond Santa Fe 22
Sept.2  UC Davis 19 TU 17
Sept. 3 Sand Springs 34 Bishop Kelley 13
 Bixby 23 Jenks 15
 BT Washington 39 Dell City 26
 Broken Arrow 28 Union 38
 Cascia Hall 7 Holland Hall 45
 Central 50 Memorial 7
 East Central 30 Hale 0
 Edison 13 Sapulpa 61
 Tahlequah 49 McLain 0
 NOAH 17 Metro Christian 46
 Fayetteville 42 Owasso 48
 Pawhuska 33 Victory Christian 39
Sept. 4 OU 40 Tulane 35
 Missouri State 16 OSU 23
 Rice 17 Arkansas 38
 Emporia State 38 NSU 7
Sept. 10 Bishop Kelley 6 Bishop McGuinness 49
 Broken Arrow 3 Owasso 35
 Berryhill 35 Cascia Hall 7
 Memorial 0 Edison 35
 Tulsa NOAH 48 Oklahoma Union 28
 Jenks 22 Union 0
 McLain 0 Ponca City 37
Sept. 11 TU 23 OSU 28
 Western Carolina 0 OU 76
 Texas 21 Arkansas 40
 NEO Trinity Valley
 Missouri Southern 17 NSU 21
Sept. 17 Stillwater 14 Bixby 42
 Edison 0 BT Washington 2
 Summit Christian 48 Barnsdall 0
 Memtorial 6 East Central 20
 Lincoln Christian 58 Trinity Christian 13 
 Holland Hall 37 Metro Christian 7
 Vertigris 24 Victory Christian 21
Sept. 18 OSU 21 Boise State 20
 OU 23  Nebraska 16
 TU 20 Ohio State 41
 Georgia Southern 10 Arkansas 45
 NEO Kilgore
 Pittsburgh State 48 NSU 13

DATE VISITOR HOME

Sept. 24 McAlester 19 Bishop Kelley 0
 Bixby 71 Bartlesville 0
 BT Washington 20 Choctaw 29
 Broken Arrow 19 Westmore 12
 Heavner 0 Cascia Hall 47
 Rejoice 56 Salina 14
 Rogers 42 East Central 6
 Coweta 56 Edison 7
 Hale 0 Collinsville 71
 Holland Hall 41 Mannford 0
 Enid 6 Jenks 49
 McLain 12 Salisaw 34
 Memorial 8 Sapulpa 47
 Okmulgee 14 Metro Christian 50
 Union 10 Owasso 7 OT
 Victory Christian 58 Morris 7
Sept. 25 Kansas State 20 OSU 31
 West Virginia 13 OU 16
 Arkansas State 34 TU 41
 Texas A&M 10 Arkansas 20
 Navaro NEO
 NSU 49 Lincoln 48 OT
Oct. 1 Bishop Kelley 55 Durant 7
 PC West 6 Bixby 81
 Bartlesville 0 BT Washington 63
 Jenks 31 Broken Arrow 14
 Cascia Hall 49 Spiro 14
 East Central 6 McAlester 62
 Shawnee 34 Edison 7
 Tahlequah 61 Hale 6
 Central 14 Holland Hall 50
 McLain 6 Poteau 51
 Memorial 0 Claremore 26
 Metro Christian 44 Henryetta 0
 Norman North 28 Owasso 70
 Union 35 Putnam City 7
 Kiefer 42 Victory Christian 58
 Houston 45 TU 10
Oct. 2 Baylor 14 OSU 24
 OU 37 Kansas State 31
 Arkansas 0 Georgia 37
 Ellsworth NEO
 Central Missouri 41 NSU 10
Oct. 7 Central Oklahoma 49 NSU 9
Oct. 8 Edison 0 Bishop Kelley 41
 Bixby 70 Choctaw 7
 BT Washington 37 Sand Springs 31
 Broken Arrow 47 Edmond Memorial 14
 Cascia Hall 28 Vian 35
 Central 46 Mannford 7
 East Central 0 Coweta 57
 Hale 14 Pryor 66
 Holland Hall 48 Vinita 12

DATE VISITOR HOME

Oct. 8 Norman 21 Jenks 49
 Ft. Gibson 60 McLain 8
 Glenpool 40 Memorial 0
 Beggs 24 Metro Christian 22
 Owasso 41 Edmond North 3
 Mustang 10 Union 48
 Victory Christian 50 Haskell 6
Oct. 9 Texas 48 OU 55
 Memphis 29 Tulsa 35
 Arkansas 51 Ole Miss 52
 NEO Tyler JC
Oct. 14 Bishop Kelley 55 Rogers 34
 Sand Springs 14 Bixby 58
 PC West 6 BT Washington 61
 Yukon 14 Broken Arrow 45
 Panama 7 Cascia Hall 49
 Central 6 Vertigris 48
 Shawnee 43 East Central 10
 Durant 42 Edison 32
 Holland Hall 37 Berryhill 13
 Jenks 35 Edmond Santa Fe 14
 Broken Bow 44 McLain 0
 Pryor 38 Memorial 0
 Metro Christian 7 Victory Christian 62
 Southmoore 8 Owasso 52
 Union 56 Moore 14
Oct. 16 OSU 32 Texas 24
 TCU 31 OU 52
 TU 32 South Florida 31
 Auburn 28 Arkansas 23
 NEO Cisco
 NSU 24 Missouri Western 57
Oct. 22 East Central 12 Bishop 48
 Muskogee 14 Bixby 56
 Ponca City 10 BT Washington 41
 Edmond Santa Fe 42 Broken Arrow 47
 Cascia Hall 40 Pocola 8
 Berryhill 33 Central 18
 Edison 17 McAlester 52
 Claremore 55 Hale 12
 Jay 8 Holland Hall 42
 Jenks 48 Yukon 14
 McLain 16 Stilwell 46
 Memorial 7 Collinsville 71
 Metro Christian 35 Morris 0
 Mustang 14 Owasso 43
 Union 30 Norman North 14
 Okmulgee 12 Victory Christian 77
Oct. 23 OSU 21 Iowa State 24
 OU 35 Kansas 23
 UAPB 3 Arkansas 45
 Gordon’s Prep NEO
 NW Missouri 59 NSU 7

DATE VISITOR HOME

Oct. 29 Bishop Kelley 14 Coweta 28
 Bixby 66 Ponca City 13
 Muskogee 21 BT Washington 54
 Broken Arrow 28 Norman 13
 Cascia Hall 41 Rowland 20
 Central 32 Inola 28
 Durant 13 East Central 35
 Edison 35 Rogers 28
 Hale 14 Glenpool 44
 Holland Hall 7 Vertigris 12
 Edmond Memorial 0 Jenks 44
 McLain 12 Hildale 45
 Tahlequah 55 Memorial 0
 Kiefer 12 Metro Christian 38
 Owasso 49 Moore 28
 Southmoore 0 Union 42
 Victory Christian 59 Henryetta 8
Oct. 29  Navy 20 TU 17
Oct. 30 Kansas 3 OSU 55
 Texas Tech 21 OU 52
 NM Military Inst. 17 NEO 7
 NSU 0 Washburn 34
Nov. 5 Shawnee 14 Bishop Kelley 55
 Bixby 61 BT Washington 20
 Enid 7 Broken Arrow 55
 Keys 22 Cascia Hall 42
 Jay 22 Central 44
 East Central 26 Edison 32
 Memorial 34 Hale 0
 Holland Hall 59 Inola 3
 Westmoore 14 Jenks 49
 Muldrow 21 McLain 6
 Metro Christian 42 Haskell 12
 Owasso 56 Punam City North 7
 Edmond North 7 Union 42
 Beggs 26 Victory Christian 27
Nov. 6 OSU 24 West Virginia 3
 TU 20 Cincinnatti 28
 Mississippi State 28 Arkansas 31
 NEO 21 Blinn College 8
 Fort Hayes State 64 NSU 6
Nov. 13 TCU 17 OSU 63
 OU 14 Baylor 27
 TU 20 Tulane 13
 Arkansas 16 LSU 13
 NSU 10 Nebraska-Kearney 56
Nov. 20 OSU 23 Texas Tech 0
 Iowa State 21 OU 28
 Temple 10 TU 44
 Arkansas 35 Alabama 42
Nov. 27 OU 33 OSU 37
 TU 34 SMU 31
 Missouri 17 Arkansas 34

Tulsa Men’s Soccer Sweeps Every
American Conference Honor Possible

The Tulsa men’s soccer team 
claimed every American Athlet-
ic Conference honor possible this 
season, including Offensive Player 
of the Year (Alex Meinhard), De-
fensive Player of the Year (Mari-
ano Fazio), Midfielder of the Year 
(Henry Sach), Goalkeeper of the 
Year (Alex Lopez), Rookie of the 
Year (Alex Lopez), Coaching Staff 
of the Year (Tulsa) and Team Fair 
Play Award (Tulsa).  The Golden 
Hurricane also placed five stu-
dent-athletes on The American 
all-conference first team, one on 
the second team and one on the 
all-rookie team, as announced by 
the league office.

“Individual awards all come down 
to team awards,” Head Coach Tom 
McIntosh said.  “Obviously the in-
dividual deserves the award, but it 
is a byproduct of how the team per-
forms.  The coaching award is also 
a reflection of the players because 
the only reason we get recognized 
is because our players and team 
have done so well.  I am also very 
proud of the Team Fair Play Award 
as that has been a point of empha-
sis this season.  It shows our level 
of discipline and self-control, our 
individual responsibility and our 
poise when it comes to yellow and 
red cards.”

Meinhard, who was a unanimous 
selection as the Offensive Player of 
the Year and to the all-conference 
first team, is a sophomore forward 
from Tartu, Estonia.  Meinhard 
has a team and conference-best 12 
goals and 26 points on the season, 
while ranking second in game-win-
ning goals (4) and third in shots 
(48) in the league.  He also ranks 

first in penalty kicks (1.00), eighth 
in total goals, ninth in shot accura-
cy (0.625), 13th in game-winning 
goals and 14th in total points in the 
nation.

A senior from Sevilla, Spain, 
Fazio was named as the Defensive 
Player of the Year and was a unan-
imous selection to the all-confer-
ence first team.  Fazio has started 
in all 15 games this season, has one 
goal for two points, and has been 
instrumental in all seven of TU’s 
shutouts.  

Sach, a senior from Benitachell, 
Spain, was tabbed as the Mid-
fielder of the Year and picked up 
all-conference first team accolades.  

He has started in 14 games, has 
two goals and two assists for six 
points, and ranks first in the nation 
in penalty kicks (1.00).  

A freshman from Madrid, Spain, 
Lopez was named as Goalkeep-
er of the Year (along with South 
Florida’s Kazuna Takase) and 
Rookie of the Year and picked up 
both all-conference first team and 
all-rookie team honors.  Lopez 
has logged 1246 minutes between 
the posts, picking up 33 saves for 
a 0.750 saves percentage and al-
lowing 11 goals for a 0.79 goals-
against average.  He ranks 21st 
in goals-against average, 62nd 
in saves percentage and 110th in 

goalie minutes played in the na-
tion, and first in goals against av-
erage and third in saves percentage 
in the league.

Bromstedt, a fifth-year senior 
defender from Parkville, Mo., was 
named to the all-conference first 
team.  He has started in 14 games 
this season and has one goal and 
three assists for five points.  He has 
attempted 10 shots, six of which 
were on goal, and has been instru-
mental in all seven of TU’s shut-
outs.  

A sophomore forward from Pla-
no, Texas, Henry-Scott picked up 
second-team all-conference recog-
nition.  He ranks 36th in game-win-

ning goals (3), 69th in total goals 
(7) and 117th in total points (16) 
in the nation, and third in game 
winners and fifth in both goals and 
points in the league.

Tulsa Head Coach Tom McIn-
tosh, along with assistant coaches 
Jose Robles and Chase Robertson, 
graduate assistant Owen McCork-
le, volunteer assistant Raudel Fi-
erro-Perez and student assistant 
Ray Saari were tabbed as The 
American Coaching Staff of the 
Year.  TU also earned the Fair 
Play Award, which is given to the 
team with the fewest accumulated 
fouls, yellow cards and red cards 
in league play.

Courtesy University of Tulsa

SUCCESSFUL TEAM:  TU’S 2021 soccer team finished the season 16-2-1 overall and 8-1-1 in American Athletic Conference play.  They went 
deep into the NCAA tournament before bowing out to West Virginia. 
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THE ECONOMY

Jon Haverfield
4821 S Peoria Ave
Tulsa, OK 74105

918-712-9717

Craig Dietert, AAMS®

9175 S Yale, Ste. 120, 
Tulsa, OK  74137
918-493-3136

Kim Coon,  
AAMS®, CRPC®

104 W 41st St
Sand Springs, OK 74063

918-245-4280

Kilby Legg
12141 S Elm St, Ste 111

Jenks, Ok 74037
918- 299-3768

Beau Driggers
28648 E 141st St So
Coweta, OK 74429
 918-279-0900

Tanya Butler
2478 W. New Orleans St.
Broken Arrow, OK 74011

918-259-9066

Matthew Fleske
12338 E. 86th St. N
Owasso, OK 74055
918-272-7301

Dewayne Willis, CFP®

2123 S Atlanta Pl Ste 201
Tulsa, OK 74114

918-745-0260

Ralph Andrade
750 S. Cherokee, Ste. E

Catoosa, OK 74015
918-266-4524

Leland Nissley
8116 S. Harvard Ave.,

Tulsa, OK 74137
918-481-3401

Rich Keel
13330 S. Memorial Ste. 2

Bixby, OK 74008
918-369-2500

Bill Gordon, AAMS®

4821 S. Peoria Ave.
Tulsa, OK  74105
918-712-9717

Tammy Moore, AAMS®

7147 S. Yale Ave.,
Tulsa, OK 74136

918-488-8999

Tanya R Butler 
Financial Advisor
2478 W New Orleans St 
Broken Arrow, OK 74011-1590 
918-259-9066

tulsachamber.com/partnersinprosperity

NOMA (North of Market) Planned for
Mixed Use Development in Midtown Tulsa

The City of Tulsa and ITULSA, 
LLC unveiled plans in November 
for a new mixed-use development 
on the northwest corner of 11th St. 
and Lewis Ave.

NOMA (North of Market) is a 
planned $60 million development 
slated to open in 2023, featuring 
modern apartments with luxury 
amenities, curated retail, restau-
rants and a neighborhood gather-
ing space.  

“I want to thank ITULSA for 
helping bring this transformation-
al project to this portion of Route 
66,” Mayor G.T. Bynum said. “As 
more projects along Route 66 start 
taking shape, especially around 
the 11th and Lewis area, I’m ea-
ger to see what additional oppor-
tunities are made available to our 
residents and visitors who want to 
take in the possibilities our Mother 
Road has to offer.”  

Construction has begun on the 
four-acre development, which 
meets the growing demand for 
housing, public spaces and walk-
able destinations in the Tulsa Mar-
ket District. NOMA’s mission is 
to create an elevated living and 
neighborhood experience through 
a culture of innovation, explora-
tion and new encounters.  

“The accelerated growth in the 
area presents exciting opportuni-
ties for new development on Route 
66,” said Chris Ellison, CEO of 
ITULSA. “NOMA will provide 
additional opportunities for people 
to live, work and do business in the 
area, while also expanding public 
space for the growing community 

and new opportunities for locally 
owned businesses. Welcome to the 
new heart of Tulsa!”  

Residential plans include 256 
one, two and three-bedroom apart-
ments with amenities that include 
co-working spaces, a fitness cen-
ter, rooftop clubhouse with dining 
room and lounge, hotel-style lob-
by, bike storage room, a shaded 
dog park and indoor dog wash fa-
cility, pool with cabanas and grills, 
multiple greenspace courtyards 
and dedicated parking for resi-
dents and businesses.  

“NOMA will serve as a catalyst 
for increased development along 
Tulsa’s Route 66 and will make 
the Tulsa Market District compet-
itive with other major markets,” 
said Brad Carson, President for the 
University of Tulsa. “This project 
benefits Tulsa in its pursuit of tal-
ent and the retention of intellectual 
capital.”  

Community spaces will include 
11,000 square feet of retail and 
restaurant space, a central neigh-
borhood gathering space com-
plete with trees, native plantings 
and festive lighting (dubbed the 
“Route 66 living room”), planned 
public art and added lighting and 
security for the area. NOMA is 
within walking distance to a ma-
jor grocery store, retail and restau-
rants, and will have front-door 
access to Tulsa’s new Aero BRT 
system. It is located within min-
utes of downtown Tulsa, the Uni-
versity of Tulsa, two major health-
care complexes, and Utica Square.  

“I am thrilled to support this de-

velopment in my district,” added 
Rep. Monroe Nichols, D-Tulsa. 
“NOMA is transforming a vacat-
ed concrete parking lot into hous-
ing and adding public space for the 
neighborhood and visitors to con-
nect and experience the new Tulsa 
Market District.”  

The development is supported 
by experienced design and con-
struction teams and is funded in 
part by a $5 million development 
agreement with the Tulsa Author-
ity for Economic Opportunity 

(TAEO). The design team is led 
by the highly experienced mixed-
use architecture design firm, Hord 
Coplan Macht (HCM), along with 
Wallace Design Collective, MDP 
Engineering Group, and Planning 
Design Group. Construction is 
by multifamily expert Strategic 
Construction, Ltd. Financing is 
by Mason Joseph Company, Inc. 
Additional development and con-
struction consultation is provided 
by Cornerstone Development and 
Red Dog Construction.  

About ITULSA
ITULSA, LLC was formed by 

Chris W. Ellison to design and con-
struct NOMA, an elevated living 
and neighborhood experience. The 
primary goal of this development 
is to transform a 4-acre desolate 
parking lot into a flagship neigh-
borhood hub focused on walkabil-
ity and community engagement by 
building residential density, add-
ing additional commercial space 
and creating public spaces for 
neighbors to gather. 

GTR Media Group photo

DEVELOPER DISCUSSION:  NOVA developer Chris W. Ellison, founder of ITULSA LLC, explains his 
project during the opening press conference event.  At left is Monroe Nichols, Oklahoma House of Represen-
tatives, District 72  and at right is Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum.

http://edwardjones.com
http://tulsachamber.com


 The Tulsa Financial Empowerment Cen-
ter (FEC) celebrates one year since launching 
the first center of its kind in Tulsa that offers 
one-on-one financial counseling at no cost.  

 “Thanks to the FEC I’ve been able to set 
manageable financial goals, and I no longer 
feel anxious when I check my bank account 
balance,” said Bria Brown-King, an FEC client. 

Since its launch on December 10, 
2020, FEC financial counselors have 
helped more than 170 clients and held near-
ly 500 sessions. Because of the program, 
clients have built $57,397 in savings and 
reduced their debt by $31,866. 

“The City of Tulsa is part of a network of 
cities that are embedding financial empow-
erment in city services and in communities. 
We are proud to offer a service that is for 
everyone including– individuals, families, 
college students, small business owners, 
retirees, and everything in between,” said 
Krystal Reyes, the Chief Resilience Offi-
cer at the City of Tulsa. “And we look for-
ward to growing the program in year two 
to serve more Tulsans and deepen our part-
nerships.”  

The City of Tulsa, along with Goodwill In-
dustries of Tulsa, are celebrating this mile-
stone with the dozens of local partners who 
help spread the word of the FEC and make 
referrals to the program. The FEC is part of 
the Resilient Tulsa Strategy to help Tulsans 
build financial resilience.  

 “Goodwill Tulsa is honored to be the non-
profit partner with the City of Tulsa in the 
Tulsa Financial Empowerment Center,” said 
Karla Davis, Goodwill Tulsa’s Vice Presi-
dent of Administration. “This first year has 
brought many opportunities for FEC Coun-
selors to help our neighbors meet their fi-
nancial goals. We are looking forward to the 
second year of service; of making financial 
counseling available to more of our neigh-

bors who need some direction and account-
ability to reach their financial goals and be-
come more financially resilient.” 

Counselors are available to provide ser-
vices in English, Spanish, Zopau and in oth-
er languages through Language Line.  

For more information about the FEC and 
to schedule an appointment with a financial 
counselor at no cost, visit: www.goodwill-
tulsa.org/fec or call 918-802-7279. 

Before I address the global en-
ergy outlook for 2022, I want to 
thank all of those who have been 
an important part of my journey in 
the energy industry in 2021. Many 
thanks to readers of my columns, 
blogs, magazine articles, presen-
tations, and radio/podcast inter-
views. A special thanks to GTR 
News/Forrest Cameron! Also my 
appreciation to Emmanuel Sulli-
van/Oilman Magazine, all the lis-
teners of my National Energy Talk 
podcast, Shawn Wilson, Butch 
Black, and the Exploring Energy 
Team! 

It was great to be back on the 
speaking circuit, including pre-
sentations at York College, (York, 
Nebraska), National Association 
of Royalty Owners Annual Con-
vention, Professional Petroleum 
Data Management Association’s 
Houston Expo, and the World 
Trade Summit in Oklahoma. A 

highlight of 2021 was attending 
the World Pe-
troleum Con-
gress in Hous-
ton. 

My presenta-
tions in 2021 
focused on stra-
tegic optimiza-
tion and devel-
oping pathways 
to our energy 
future, empha-
sizing natu-
ral gas/LNG, 
hydrogen, in-
f r a s t ruc tu re , 
and the digital 
transformation. 

As an advisor 
to IngenuitE, 
Inc., I continue 
to be encour-
aged by the 
opportunities 
for the energy 
industry in the 
IT world. 

As compared to 2020, 2021 
was truly a time of uncertainty 

and challenges, to say the least. 
Many of the is-
sues continue to 
exist. The future 
of regulations, 
executive orders, 
tax issues, fiscal 
and monetary 
policies, interna-
tional trade is-
sues, COVID-19 
vaccination out-
comes, supply 
and demand of 
energy, and pri-
vate/public edu-
cation challenges 
are some of the 
numerous issues 
before us. 

Energy educa-
tion is needed 
more than ever. 
Nothing moves 
without ener-
gy. We need to 
work together to 

provide energy efficiency and en-
vironmental preservation. The oil 
and gas industry is strongly need-

ed for necessary energy usage and 
petrochemical products.

As I state in my book, America 
Needs America’s Energy: Creat-
ing Together the People’s Energy 
Plan, “Future generations are de-
pending on us to keep the Amer-
ican dream alive. For too long 
we in America have been wasting 
time blaming the energy industry 
or the government for failure to 
adopt a national energy strategy, 
when we should be responsible for 
creating the plan. As consumers of 
energy, we must drive the process, 
evaluating how we can best lever-
age our natural resources here at 
home to ensure long-term energy 
independence and security. Amer-
ican citizens must take individual 
responsibility for the state of this 
great nation, striving to protect the 
land we call home.”

It is my strong belief, that cur-
rent infrastructure and pipelines 
must be maintained along with the 
implementation of an energy tran-
sition. The concerns before us are 
the challenges of accessibility, af-
fordability, efficiency, availability, 

reliability, cyber security, sustain-
ability, and energy security. There-
fore, energy supply must match up 
with energy demand. 

There are many moving parts 
that will impact the energy out-
look for 2022, including weather, 
geopolitics, digital transformation, 
supply chain, OPEC+, and semi-
conductor chips.

Investments are needed in the 
oil and gas industry to achieve 
ultimate results. The selling of oil 
from the strategic petroleum re-
serves is only a bandaid approach. 
A strong energy workforce, which 
includes America’s energy, all 
forms, are needed more than ever. 
Innovation and technology will 
lead us to pathways of a brighter 
future. 

America needs America’s En-
ergy. Visit National Energy Talk 
Podcast and to www.MarkStans-
berry.com to learn more. 

Mark A. Stansberry is Chairman 
of the GTD Group, an award win-
ning author and Energy Advocate. 
National Energy Talk podcast.
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Want to Purchase
Mineral & Other 
Oil/Gas Interests.

Send details to:
PO Box 13557

Denver, CO 80201

By MARK A. STANSBERRY

Looking Forward:  Global Energy Outlook 2022

Supermercados Morelos Opens 
Fifth Store in Greater Tulsa

Tulsa Financial Empowerment Center Offers No-Cost Council

Supermercados Morelos has 
opened its fifth grocery store in the 
Tulsa Metro region with the Broken 
Arrow location. It is the ninth loca-
tion in Oklahoma  

Supermercados Morelos is Okla-
homa’s largest Hispanic grocery 
store chain with now nine locations 
across the state of Oklahoma. Ac-
cording to the company, “Super-
mercados Morelos is deeply com-
mitted to the communities it serves 
and currently partners with over 20 
community organizations to help 

develop initiatives that will impact 
our cities for generations to come 
in the areas of: education, family 
well being, cultural preservation 
and Nutrition.”

The Broken Arrow store is located 
at Oakwood Plaza (2011 W. Hous-
ton St.) The official ribbon cutting 
was held Dec. 3 with the official 
Grand Opening Day and celebra-
tions being held the next day.  Su-
permercados Morelos invited the 
community to take part in the Fiesta 
themed opening day celebration. 

City of Broken Arrow Mayor 
Debra Wimpee and other officials, 
as well as Tulsa Regional Cham-
ber and Broken Arrow Chamber 
of Commerce officials assisted the 
welcoming ceremony, followed by 
an afternoon of giveaways, free 
food and live entertainment.

“Supermercados Morelos is 
looking forward to being a contrib-
uting force to the City of Broken 
Arrow’s economy,” said Francis-
co Ibarra, CEO of Supermercados 
Morelos.

GTR Media Group photo

OPENING DAY:  Francisco Ibarra, CEO of Supermercados Morelos, 
gets ready to cut the ribbon at his Broken Arrow location.  At right hold-
ing the ribbon is B.A. Mayor Debra Wimpee and at left with the ribbon 
is Miss Rooster Days.  Others participating are representatives from the 
Tulsa Regional Chamber and the Broken Arrow Chamber of Commerce. 

http://pawprintsltd.com
http://guaranteedtulsa.com
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GTR CLASSIFIEDS
To place a GTR classified ad, please email advertising@gtrnews.com, or call 918-254-1515

Autos WAnted

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! 
Help and Support our Veterans. Fast - 
FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. 
Call 1-800-245-0398

Get cash for your used or junk car 
today. We buy all cars, trucks, and 
SUVs. Free pick up. Call.  1-888-
985-1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 
and Newer! Any Condition. Running 
or Not. Competitive Offer! Free Tow-
ing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 
1-888-416-2330.

Business services

ATTENTION MERCHANTS: Pay 
Zero Percent Processing Fees! Elim-
inate Monthly Merchant Processing 
Fees With Cash Discount! Boost Your 
Revenue! Find Out How! Call 866-
422-7434 CashDiscounts.com

educAtion

Train online to do medical billing! 
Become a Medical Office Profession-
al at CTI! Get trained & certified to 
work in months! 888-572-6790. (M-F 
8-6 ET)

employment

The Association of Community Pub-
lishers (ACP) is searching for an Execu-
tive Director. If interested, visit afcp.org 
or ifpa.com and click on the “Executive 
Director Search” link for more details.

For sAle

Searching for products to resell? $50 
Laptops, $30 TV’s, $10 Smart Phones, 
$4 Jeans. Liquidations from 200+ 
leading liquidators. Visit: Closeout-
sOnline.com

HeAltH & Fitness

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. Covers 350 
procedures. Real insurance - not a 
discount plan. Get your free dental 
info kit! 1-888-623-3036 www.den-
tal50plus.com/58 #6258

Attention oxygen therapy users! Ino-
gen One G4 is capable of full 24/7 ox-
ygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free 
info kit. Call877-929-9587

STD Testing - 100% Confidential 
- Test for 14 Most Common STD’s - 
Quick & Discreet - FDA Approved - 
Visit: HealthTestFinder.com

HeAltH & Fitness

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save 
money on diabetic supplies! Conve-
nient home shipping for monitors, test 
strips, insulin pumps, catheters & more! 
To learn more, call now! 877-810-0063

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 
CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablam-
os Español

Stroke & Cardiovascular disease are 
leading causes of death according 
to the AHA. Screenings can provide 
peace of mind or early detection! Call 
Life Line Screening to schedule a 
screening. Special offer 5 screenings 
for $149. 1-833-549-4540

Stroke & Cardiovascular disease are 
leading causes of death according 
to the AHA. Screenings can provide 
peace of mind or early detection! 
Call Lifeline Screening to schedule a 
screening. Special offer 5 screenings 
for $149. 1-833-549-4540

Home improvement

Update your home with beautiful new 
blinds & shades. Free in-home estimates 
make it convenient to shop from home. 
Professional installation. Top quality - 
Made in the USA. Free consultation: 
877-212-7578. Ask about our specials!

miscellAneous

Attention: If you or a loved one 
worked around the pesticide Roundup 
(glyphosate) for at least 2 years & has 
been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma, you may be entitled to 
compensation.855-341-5793

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month 
w/12-mo agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask 
how to bundle & SAVE! Geo & svc re-
strictions apply. 1-888-796-8850

Attention Active Duty & Military Veter-
ans! Begin a new career & earn a Degree 
at CTI! Online Computer & Medical 
training available for Veterans & Fami-
lies! To learn more, call 888-449-1713

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts available. 
Call: 855-761-1725 

miscellAneous

Best satellite TV with 2 year price 
guarantee! $59.99/mo with190 chan-
nels and 3 months free premium movie 
channels! Free next day installation! 
Call 844-842-4469

Business owners. Eliminate credit card 
processing fees 100%, pass on a legal 
4% non-cash charge to the customer. 
Chainstores welcome. 337-849-8083

Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65 
Channels. Stream news, live events, 
sports & on demand titles. No con-
tract/commitment. 1-866-825-6523

Dish TV $64.99 190 channels + $14.95 
high speed internet. Free Install, smart 
HD DVR & voice remote. Restrictions 
apply. 1-833-872-2545.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Le-
afFilter, most advanced debris-block-
ing protection. Schedule free estimate. 
15% off Purchase. 10% Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts. Call 1-855-995-2490

The Generac PWRcell solar plus bat-
tery storage system. Save money, 
reduce reliance on grid, prepare for 
outages & power your home. Full in-
stallation services. $0 down financing 
option. Request free no obligation 
quote. 1-855-270-3785

GENERAC Standby Generators. The 
weather is increasingly unpredictable. 
Be prepared for power outages. FREE 
7-year extended warranty ($695 val-
ue!) Schedule FREE in-home assess-
ment. 1-844-334-8353 special financ-
ing if qualified.

GET UNLIMITED ACCESS TO 
AMERICA’S BEST SHOPPING-
CLUB AND CLAIM YOUR FREE 
$50 TARGET OR WALMARTGIFT 
CARD TODAY. OFFER ONLY 
AVAILABLE TO THE FIRST500 
CALLERS OF THIS AD! CALL 
TODAY, DON’T DELAY! CALL 
1-800-207-6290. ASK ABOUT HOW 
YOU CAN GET AFREE $50 TAR-
GET OR WALMART GIFT CARD 
THAT YOUCAN USE TODAY WITH 
YOUR SHOPPING CLUB! LIMIT-
EDOFFER. DON’T WAIT, CALL 
1-800-207-6290 NOW

Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-quality 
rechargeable Nano hearing aids priced 
90% less than competitors. Nearly in-
visible! 45-day money back guarantee! 
833-669-5806

miscellAneous

HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 
SECONDS. Don’t wait! Protect your 
family, your home, your assets NOW 
for as little as 70¢ a day!  Call 866-
409-0308

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast in-
ternet no matter where you live. 25 
Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited Data 
is Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & 
Internet. Free Installation.  Call 866-
499-0141

Looking for assisted living, memory 
care, or independent living? A Place 
for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-833-386-1995 today!

Long distance moving: White-glove 
service from America’s top movers. 
Fully insured and bonded Let us take 
the stress out of your out of state move. 
Free quotes! Call:855-606-2752

New authors wanted! Page Publishing 
will help self-publish your book. Free 
author submission kit! Limited offer! 
866-951-7214

Never pay for covered home repairs 
again! Complete Care Home Warranty 
covers all major systems & appliances. 
30-day risk free. $200.00 off + 2 free 
months! 1-866-395-2490

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIB-
SON, FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s 
to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL 
TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Protect your home w/home security 
monitored by ADT. Starting at $27.99/
mo. Get free equipment bundle includ-
ing keypad, motion sensor, wireless 
door & windows sensors. 833-719-
1073

Receive local off-market motivated 
seller leads with the click of a button 
at www.homeownersmotivatedtosell.
com

Stop worrying! SilverBills elimi-
nates the stress & hassle of bill pmts. 
Household bills guaranteed to be paid 
on time as long as appropriate funds 
are available. No computer necessary. 
Free trial/custom quote 1-855-703-
0555

Update your home with beautiful new 
blinds & shades. Free in-home esti-
mates make it convenient to shop from 
home. Professional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. Free con-
sultation: 877-212-7578. Ask about 
our specials!

WAnted to Buy

Wants to purchase minerals and other 
oil and gas interests. Send details to 
P.O. Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201

Reader Advisory: The National Trade As-
sociation we belong to has purchased the 
above classifieds. Determining the value of 
their service or product is advised by this 
publication. In order to avoid misunder-
standings, some advertisers do not offer 
employment but rather supply the readers 
with manuals, directories and other ma-
terials designed to help their clients es-
tablish mail order selling and other busi-
nesses at home. Under NO circumstance 
should you send any money in advance or 
give the client your checking, license ID, 
or credit card numbers. Also  beware of 
ads that claim to guarantee loans regard-
less of credit and note that if a credit re-
pair company does business only over the 
phone it is illegal to request any money 
before delivering its service. All funds are 
based in US dollars. Toll free numbers may 
or may not reach Canada. 

Discount applied at time of purchase. Terms and Conditions Apply. * Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required.  Receive a free 
American Standard Cadet Toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe Shower. Offer valid only while supplies last. Limit one 
per household. Must be fi rst time  purchaser. All offers subject to change prior to purchase. See www.AmericanStandardBathtubs.com for other restrictions and 
for licensing, warranty, and company information. * CSLB B982796; Suffolk NY:5543IH; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in Nassau NY,  
Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

✓EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
Only American Standard has OVER
140 years of experience and offers 
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

✓SUPERIOR DESIGN!
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 
wide door, built-in safety bar and 
textured � oor provides a safer bathing 
experience.

✓PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN®

TECHNOLOGY
✓LIFETIME WARRANTY!

The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 
bath AND installation, INCLUDING
labor backed by American Standard.

✓44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS!
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

Lifetime Warranty!
Finance Options Available*

FREE!
An In-Home 

Evaluation Will 
Be Scheduled
At Your Earliest 
Convenience

FREE!
Savings Include an 
American Standard 
Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

855-449-2860
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/tulsa

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Walk-In Tubs

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
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%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer report-
ing agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system 
in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  
DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 
2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
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The Oklahoma Foundation 
for Excellence, a statewide char-
itable organization that recog-
nizes and encourages academic 
excellence in Oklahoma’s public 
schools, has announced the ad-
dition of 12 new members to its 
Board of Trustees.

Appointed to serve three-year 
terms are Casey Gilliam, edu-
cator and community volunteer, 
Edmond; Stephen G. Butler, 
assistant dean for Advancement 
and External Affairs, Oklaho-
ma City University Law School, 
Oklahoma City; Dr. Sonja J. 
Hughes, vice president, Strate-
gy & Service Excellence, Aetna, 
Oklahoma City; Sheryl Lovela-
dy, executive director, Oklahoma 
Afterschool Network, Oklahoma 
City; Marion Paden, executive 
director, Leadership Oklahoma, 
Oklahoma City; Jennifer Dil-
ley, senior vice president and 
chief strategy officer, American 
Heritage Bank, Sapulpa; Mike 
Boynton, Oklahoma State Uni-
versity men’s basketball coach, 
Stillwater; Annie Chang, con-
cept and story lead, Gitwit Cre-
ative, Tulsa; Michael Epps, vice 
president, Network Manage-
ment, Zayo Group, Tulsa; Mel-
vin R. Gilliam Sr., associate vice 
president, SpiritBank, Tulsa; Dr. 
David Kendrick, chair, Depart-
ment of Informatics and assistant 
provost, OU Health Sciences 
Center, Tulsa; Jennifer Loren, 
director of the Cherokee Nation 
Film Office, Tulsa.

Three of the new trustees – But-
ler, Chang and Kendrick– received 
Oklahoma Foundation for Excel-
lence Academic All-State Awards 
when they were high school se-
niors. 

“It is our honor to welcome such 
exemplary community leaders 
to our Board of Trustees,” said 
Jami Rhoades Antonisse, presi-
dent of the Oklahoma Foundation 
for Excellence. “Our foundation 
and our work on behalf of public 
education in Oklahoma will be 
strengthened by their talents and 
contributions.”  

One of the keys to the founda-
tion’s success is the leadership of 
its 180 trustees. They are leaders 
in business, education and public 
service who represent every region 
of the state and help promote the 
foundation’s mission and its pro-
grams.

The Oklahoma Foundation for 
Excellence was founded in 1985 
by then U.S. Sen. David L. Boren 
to strengthen support for public 
education in Oklahoma. Through 
its flagship Academic Awards 
Program, the foundation has pre-
sented more than $5.1 million in 
cash awards to honor outstanding 
public school students and edu-
cators. Through its Oklahoma 
School Foundations Network, 
the foundation provides training 
and networking opportunities 
to more than 200 public educa-
tion foundations across the state. 
 Among its other initiatives, the 
Foundation for Excellence co-
ordinates a summer fellowship 
program to send Oklahoma fifth- 
and eighth-grade teachers to the 
Colonial Williamsburg Teacher 
Institute. Through its statewide 
mentoring initiative, the foun-
dation supports the development 
of quality youth mentoring as a 
positive step toward academic 
success.

Since 1987, the Oklahoma 
Foundation for Excellence and 
its partners have invested more 
than $12.6 million in teacher 
grants, scholarships and awards 
directly benefiting Oklahoma 
public school teachers and stu-
dents.

Oklahoma State Universi-
ty-Tulsa has welcomed four new 
members to the Oklahoma State 
University-Tulsa Board of Trust-
ees this year to fill several vacan-
cies. Lance Lively, Luke Strawn, 
Billy Taylor and Ginger Koll-
mann were each appointed by 
Oklahoma Governor Kevin Stitt 
and confirmed by the State Senate.

Kollmann, the most recent ap-
pointee, is an executive director 
and head of J.P. Morgan’s Private 
Bank in Oklahoma, handling all 
aspects of the region’s operations 
while managing a team of bankers 
and investment professionals. She 
also spent 12 years in the com-
mercial and wealth management 
divisions at the Bank of Oklahoma 
and earned bachelor’s degrees in 
management information systems 
and management from Oklahoma 
State University. Kollmann re-
places John O’Connor, who was 
appointed as the state attorney 
general by Gov. Stitt in July.

Strawn is the CEO of FirsTi-
tle and AllFirst. He also served 
as president of McGraw Realtors 
and was vice president for The 
Lending Partners and Home Team 
Mortgage, both of Dallas. Strawn 
is a member of the Young Presi-
dents Organization and Leadership 
Tulsa and has recently served on 
the board of Down Syndrome As-
sociation of Tulsa. Strawn replac-
es Brett Lesley, whose seven-year 
term expired in June.

Taylor is the CEO of Armstrong 
Bank and the CEO and vice chair-
man of Ironhorse Financial Group, 
as well as a member of the OS-
U/A&M Board of Regents. Tay-
lor graduated from OSU with an 
agriculture degree. He replaces 
Tucker Link on both the OS-
U/A&M Board of Regents and the 
OSU-Tulsa Board of Trustees.

Lively has been a financial ad-
visor at Edward Jones in Tulsa 
for more than 17 years. He also 
serves on several other boards, in-
cluding the Sand Springs Chamber 
of Commerce and Green Country 
Federal Credit Union. He earned 
a Master of Business Administra-
tion from OSU in 2010. Lively re-
placed the late Sen. Charles Ford 
after his retirement from the board 
in April.

The OSU-Tulsa Board of Trust-
ees consists of nine members, with 
seven appointed for seven-year 
terms by the governor and ap-
proved by the Oklahoma Senate as 
well as two who are also members 
of the OSU/A&M Board of Re-
gents. 

The new trustees join board 
chair Pete Patel, vice chair Scott 
Vaughn, secretary Dr. Chad Phil-
lips, Dr. Trudy Milner, who is also 
chair of the OSU/A&M Board of 
Regents, and Michael Coonce.

Oklahoma State University-Tulsa 
is the metropolitan branch campus 
of a modern land-grant university 
that prepares students for success. 
Founded in 1999, OSU-Tulsa’s 
downtown campus offers bache-

lor’s, master’s and doctoral degree 
programs and graduate certificates 
geared toward working adults. For 
more information on OSU-Tulsa, 
visit tulsa.okstate.edu.
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BUSINESS & PEOPLE NOTESOklahoma Foundation 
For Excellence Names 
Elizabeth Inbody
Executive Director
 Elizabeth Inbody, a Tulsa-ar-

ea education and nonprofit 
leader, has been named execu-
tive director of the Oklahoma 
Foundation for Excellence, a 
statewide nonprofit that recog-
nizes and encourages academic 
excellence in Oklahoma’s pub-
lic schools.

 Inbody will take the helm of 
the Foundation for Excellence 
on Jan. 3, 2022, after serving 
seven years as executive direc-
tor of the award-winning Jenks 
Public Schools Foundation. She 
succeeds Emily Stratton, who 
recently retired after serving 22 
years as executive director.

“I am grateful for the oppor-
tunity to continue Emily’s leg-
acy of advancing outstanding 
educational initiatives through-
out Oklahoma,” Inbody said. 
“I share her passion for pub-
lic education and for the pur-
suit of academic excellence in 
Oklahoma public schools. I am 
motivated and honored to be 
joining such an accomplished 
organization.”

Jami Rhoades Antonisse, 
president of the Oklahoma 
Foundation for Excellence, said 
the foundation board and staff 
are thrilled to welcome Inbody 
as the new executive director.

“Elizabeth Inbody brings a 
wealth of experience as a non-
profit leader and executive di-
rector of one of the state’s larg-
est and most successful public 
school foundations,” Antonisse 
said. “Her knowledge and ex-
perience, coupled with her 
commitment to excellence in 
public education, will be great 
assets for the future of our 
foundation and for our state’s 
public schools.”

While at the Jenks Public 
Schools Foundation, Inbody 
completed a five-year STEM 
learning initiative to fund and 
support STEM learning labs at 
six Jenks Public Schools’ sites. 
She increased the foundation’s 
funding to Jenks Public Schools 
by 580 percent and created a 
strong strategic relationship 
between the foundation and the 
Jenks Public Schools’ leader-
ship team, teachers and staff.

Prior to joining the Jenks Pub-
lic Schools Foundation, Inbody 
served as communications and 
events coordinator for Cross-
town Learning Center of Tulsa. 
She began her professional ca-
reer in retail and served as the 
lead buyer of ladies’ apparel for 
Harold’s Stores for eight years.

Inbody is a past member of 
the Oklahoma Foundation for 
Excellence Board of Trustees 
and has served on its Academ-
ic Awards Banquet, Oklahoma 
School Foundations Network 
and Executive committees. She 
currently serves on the Discov-
ery Lab Children’s Museum 
Board of Directors and is an ac-
tive member of the Jenks Rota-
ry Club and the Jenks Chamber 
of Commerce. Inbody is a grad-
uate of Leadership Jenks and 
Leadership Tulsa.  She is an ac-
tive member at her church, her 
sorority alumni organization, 
and the Jenks National Charity 
League. Inbody graduated from 
the University of Oklahoma 
with a Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree in mar-
keting. She and her husband, 
Brian Inbody, a shareholder 
at Hall Estill law firm, are the 
parents of one son and three 
daughters.

ELIZABETH INBODY

GINGER KOLLMANN

LUKE STRAWN

BILLY TAYLOR

LANCE LIVELY

Trustees Appointed  
To OSU-Tulsa Board

http://hummingbirdelectric.com


In reviewing the many Tulsa 
buildings about which I’ve writ-
ten, I’ve found 
four art deco struc-
tures that were not 
addressed and de-
serve attention in 
this column: The 
Mayo Motor Inn, 
La Maison, the 
Morrow Geophys-
ical Building and 
the Midwest Eq-
uitable Meter Co. 
Building.  These 
buildings were 
constructed in the 
later years of the 
art deco popularity 
which began in the 
boomtown years 
of the 1920s.

The Mayo Mo-
tor Inn at 416 S. 
Cheyenne Ave. 
was built in 1950 
as a covered parking amenity for 

tthe Mayo Hotel. The architectural 
firm of this small two level parking 

garage was Leon 
B. Senter and As-
sociates. At the 
center of the east 
façade was origi-
nally a control of-
fice which serves 
now as a small 
retail shop with 
main vehicle in 
and out entranc-
es on either side. 
Corners of this 
shop are rounded 
in a streamlined 
manner and bal-
anced by a tall art 
deco neon sign 
centered above. 
The buildings 
exterior is fin-
ished in a smooth 
white stucco 
punctuated with 

upper-level black steel casement 

windows. The north elevation 
is highlighted by a large painted 
mural sponsored by “Film/Music/
Arts/Culture”.

La Maison at 1736 E. 11th St. was 
originally a small dry cleaners’ es-
tablishment. Today it houses a cus-
tom lamp and lighting company. 
The ground floor is faced in terra 
cotta tile and orangish tan brick. 
At the second floor the exterior 
has been refinished in cream col-
ored stucco. The north elevation, 
the main front, is a series of Tudor 
arched storefronts with black mar-
ble bases and dark blue stained-
glass transoms and sidelights. The 
arches are framed in terra cotta.

The long streamline art deco 
building at 3345 S. Harvard Ave. 
was built in 1948 and was original-
ly called the Morrow Geophysical 
Building. A massive stucco fas-
cia emphasizes its long one-story 
look and is augmented by a bright 
horizontal painted stripe located 
directly below the fascia’s sof-
fit. The rest of the exterior is fin-
ished in two colors of stucco with 
strongly rounded north and south 
corners. A massive semi-circular 
arch frames the main entrance and 
was probably the product of a later 
remodel. After it’s Morrow Geo-
physical era, the building was the 
headquarters for Tulsa’s American 
Red Cross. After some subsequent 
changes in ownership, it was pur-
chased by its current owners and 
is occupied by Tulsa Spine and 
Rehab, Midtown Dentistry, and 
Cannon Oral Surgery. A spacious 
centered lobby runs east and west 
thru the building to front and rear 
parking. Little of the original inte-
rior remains.

A review of the fourth build-
ing, the Midwest Equitable Meter 
Company concludes this column. 
It is now located at 3130 Charles 
Page Blvd. in Tulsa’s west indus-
trial district which has seen more 
prosperous days, the building was 
built in 1929. It was the work of 
architectural firm Rush Endicott 
and Rush and designer Bruce Goff. 
This architectural firm was respon-
sible for the Page Van Lines Build-
ing, the Tulsa Club Building, The 
Guarantee Laundry Building, and 
the Spotlight Theater Building. The 
Boston Avenue Church Building 
which also received the input of 
RER opened the same year.

The building’s exterior is an 
interplay of two colors of brick 
utilizing alternate courses of cor-
beling and 2 ½ courses of soldier 
brick to form a fascia. The struc-
ture’s footprint is a narrow rectan-
gle with a series of tall windows 
(now boarded up) at the long sides. 
A V-shaped parapet crowned with 
a pointed stone block featuring, in 
raised letters, Midwest Equitable 
Meter Company highlights a small 
single door main entrance.

  CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
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On Architecture

By ROGER COFFEY, AIA
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Four Historic Art Deco Buildings Preserved

GTR Media Group photo 

MAYO MOTOR INN:  The Mayo Motor Inn at 416 S. Cheyenne Ave. 
was built in 1950 as a covered parking amenity for the Mayo Hotel. The 
architectural firm of this small two-level parking garage was Leon B. 
Senter and Associates. 

GTR Media Group photo 

MORROW GEOPHYSICAL BULDING:  The long streamline art 
deco building at 3345 S. Harvard Ave was built in 1948 and was orig-
inally called the Morrow Geophysical Building.  This photo shows the 
entrance to the elongated structure.

GTR Media Group photo 

MIDWEST EQUITABLE METER COMPANY:  This 1929 build-
ing was designed by the architectural firm Rush Endicott and Rush and 
its designer Bruce Goff. This architectural firm was responsible for the 
Page Van Lines Building, the Tulsa Club Building, the Boston Avenue 
Methodist Church and more.

GTR Media Group photo 

LA MAISON:  La Maison at 1736 E. 11th Street was originally a small 
dry cleaners’ establishment.  The building features terra cotta tile and 
orangish tan brick, cream colored stucco and a series of Tudor arched 
storefronts with black marble bases and dark blue stained-glass tran-
soms and sidelights. The arches are framed in terra cotta.

Richard Lloyd Jones, Jr. 
Airport Name Being Changed 
To Tulsa Riverside Airport

The Tulsa Airports Improve-
ment Trust’s Board of Trustees 
has approved a resolution to 
change the name of the Richard 
Lloyd Jones, Jr. Airport to Tulsa 
Riverside Airport. 

After surveying pilots, tenants, 
and other key community stake-
holders, TAIT decided to return 
to the airport’s original name to 
assist with clarification in regards 
to its airport code (RVS) as well 
as geographic location. 

Richard L. Jones, Jr. was the 
longest tenured board member 
of Tulsa Airport Authority, serv-
ing from 1948 to 1978, many of 
those years serving as Chair of 
the Board of Trustees. On July 22, 
1978, the Tulsa Riverside Airport 
was renamed the Richard Lloyd 

Jones, Jr. Airport to recognize his 
devoted service. In his thirty years 
of service on the Board of Trust-
ees, Jones saw Tulsa International 
Airport transform to the existing 
modern terminal facility it is to-
day. He was a strong advocate for 
the building of the Tulsa River-
side Airport to support the growth 
of general aviation traffic in the 
Tulsa area. TAIT will continue 
to recognize Richard L. Jones, Jr. 
and his impact on Tulsa’s rich avi-
ation history by highlighting him 
in a new airport history display in 
Tulsa International Airport’s main 
Schwab Hall. 

The airpost is managed by Tul-
sa Airports Improvement Trust, 
which also manages Tulsa Inter-
national Airport. 

http://www.dandiguarantee.com


  GTR Newspapers: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group

 Mid-Dec. 2021 to Mid-Jan. 2022 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS Page 23

EVERYTHING YOU NEED.
EVERYWHERE YOU GO.
Every great journey begins with a first step. When 

you start a relationship with Central Bank, you’ll 

immediately have access to a community bank 

with comprehensive offerings, cutting-edge 

technology and leading-edge banking solutions. 

We have all the tools you need to move, manage 

and maximize your money with ease, every step of 

the way. Discover what’s possible with Central Bank.  

We do banking better.

centralbank.net
Member FDIC

CENTRAL BANK OF OKLAHOMA CALENDAR • Dec. 12, 2021 – Jan. 15, 2022

High School Basketball at Its Best: Tournament of Champions Dec. 27 at BOK
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More Bank for Your Buck

IntroductIon to ProPos-
al WrItIng

Central Library
10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for 
more information.

Yoga for EvErY BodY
Central Library
6 – 7 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

dIgItal lIt-
EracY laB 
PEttIng Zoo 
- dll oPEn 
HousE for 

tEEns
Central Library

6 – 7 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for 
more information.
BIxBY tEEn Manga/
anIME cluB

Bixby Library
6 – 7 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

g.r.o.W. MoBIlE lI-
BrarY (gatHEr and rEad 
on WHEEls)
Gathering Place
8:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Visit gatheringplace.org for 
more information.

dog PlaY 
WEdnEsdaY
Gathering Place
All Day
Visit gathering-
place.org for more 

information.

doWn tHE raBBIt HolE: 
WEIrd fIctIon Book 
cluB
Tulsa Library – Vitual
10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

kWanZaa craft 
kIts

Suburban Acres Library
All Day

Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

BuIld a rEadEr 
storYtIME: 
BaBIEs
Hardesty Regional 

Library
10 – 10:20 a.m.

Visit tulsali-
brary.org for 
more informa-

tion.
YucHI languagE class
Zarrow Regional  Library
6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

lIfE-sIZE 
can-
dYland
Judy Z. 
Kishner 
Library
All Day
Visit tulsalibrary.org for 
more information.

BuIld a rEadEr storY-
tIME: faMIlY
Owasso  Library
10 – 10:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

2021 kWanZaa 
PrograM - 
cElEBratIng 
rEPrEsEntatIon, 
IdEntItY and 
dIvErsItY
Tulsa Library – Vitual
5 – 6:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org 
for more information.

Ian MoorE: Ian’s 
acoustIc cHrIst-
Mas tour tulsa
Tulsa Time House 
Concert
6:30 p.m.

Visit bandsintown.com for 
more information.

Btc BroadBand’s drIvE 
uP for a causE
BTC Broadband
11 a.m. – 3 p.m. p.m.
Visit btcbroadband.com for 
more information.
allMan faMIlY rEvIval
Tulsa Theater
7:45 p.m.
Visit tulsatheater.com for more 
information.

collEgE traInIng cEn-
tEr YoutH WIntEr caMP
Soccer City
Dec. 20 – 22 p.m.
Visit soccercitytulsa.com
for more information.

a drag QuEEn  
cHrIstMas
Tulsa Theater
8 p.m.
Visit tulsatheater.com for more 
information.

ok | JEnks – nEtWork-
Ing luncHEon
George’s Pub, Jenks
11:30 a.m.
Visit boldnetworking.com for 
more information.

sIlEnt nIgHt dEadlY 
nIgHt
Blackbird on Pearl
8 p.m.
Visit blackbirdonpearl.com for 
more information.

Paul BEnJaMan Band
Mercury Lounge
8 p.m.
Visit mercuryloungetulsa.com 
for more information.

Paul BEnJaMan’s 
sundaY nIgHt 
tHIng
The Colony
10 p.m.
Visit colonytulsa.com for more 
information.

cHrIs BlEvIns 
Band
Mercury Lounge
8 p.m.
Visit mercuryloun-
getulsa.com for more 
information.

JarEd tYlEr and 
frIEnds
Mercury Lounge
8 p.m.
Visit mercuryloungetulsa.com 
for more information.

PIlgrIM
Mercury Lounge
8 p.m.
Visit mercuryloungetulsa.com 
for more information.

WHIrlIgIg trIo JaM 
Band nIgHt
The Colony
8 p.m.
Visit colonytulsa.com for more 
information.

cHrIs coMBs trIo
The Colony
8 p.m.
Visit colonytulsa.com for more 
information.

sEtH lEE JonEs
The Colony
8 p.m.
Visit colonytulsa.com for more 
information.

Brandon clark’s sun-
daY sErvIcE
Mercury Lounge
4 p.m.
Visit mercuryloun-
getulsa.com for more 
information.

garY allan
The Joint-Hard Rock & Casino
8 p.m.
Visit hardrocktulsa.com for 
more information.

rogEr clYnE & 
tHE PEacE-
MakErs: 
HangovEr 
Ball

Cain’s Ballroom
7:30 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.
com for more infor-

mation.

tHE coMModorEs
Osage Casino
8 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

natE nEBErgall’s 
annual cHrIstMas 
sWEatEr PartY
The Vanguard
9 p.m.
Visit thevanguardtulsa.
com for more info.

WIntEr Won-
dErland
Gathering Place
Dec. 17 – 28
Visit gathering-
place.org for 
more info.
arvEst WIntErfEst
BOK Center
Through Jan. 3
Visit tulsawinterfest.com for 
more info.

oMalEYB: tulsa unsung 
lIvE rEcordIng
The Vanguard
8 p.m.
Visit thevanguardtulsa.com
 for more information.

toMMY stEWart’s dYEr-
Wulf, gravE nExt door, 
& gravEHuffEr
The Vanguard
8 p.m.
Visit thevanguardtulsa.com
 for more information.

kIngsMEn QuartEt
New Covenant Bible Church
7 p.m.
Visit ncbctulsa.org for more 
information.

davId MInEr and tHE 
rEasons to QuIt
Mercury Lounge
8 p.m.
Visit mercuryloungetulsa.com 
for more information.

tulsa flEa MarkEt
Expo Square
8 a.m.
Visit exposquare.com
 for more information.

21st rEd dIrt  
cHrIstMas
Cain’s Ballroom
6 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com
 for more information.

ron WHItE
River Spirit Casino
8 p.m.
Visit riverspirittulsa.com
 for more information.
WIllIaM clark 
grEEn WItH JosH-
ua raY WalkEr
Cain’s Ballroom
8:30 p.m.
Visit cainsball-
room.com
 for more informa-
tion.

MIkE rYan
Cain’s Ballroom
7 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com
 for more information.

rIvErfIEld rocks 2022
Cain’s Ballroom
6 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com
 for more information.

tulsa Honor  
orcHEstra’s  
HolIdaY concErt
Tulsa Honors Orchestra.
12 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

a cHrIstMas carol
American Theatre Co.
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

a cHrIstMas carol
American Theatre Co.
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

a cHrIstMas carol
American Theatre Co.
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

a cHrIstMas carol
American Theatre Co.
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

MEan gIrls
Celebrity Attractions
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

MEan gIrls
Celebrity Attractions
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

MEan gIrls
Celebrity Attractions
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

MEan gIrls
Celebrity Attractions
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

HaYdEn cHIldrEss
H2C Productions
8 p.m. • Jan. 14-15
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

tHE sound of MusIc
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m. • Jan, 14-15
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

folk dancEs
Tulsa Symphony
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

MEan gIrls
Celebrity Attractions
2 & 8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

MEan gIrls
Celebrity Attractions
1 & 6:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

a cHrIstMas carol
American Theatre Co.
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

a cHrIstMas carol
American Theatre Co.
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

a cHrIstMas carol
American Theatre Co.
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

a cHrIstMas carol
American Theatre Co.
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

a cHrIstMas carol
American Theatre Co.
7:30 p.m. • Dec. 17-18
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

tHE nutcrackEr
Tulsa Ballet
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

tHE nutcrackEr
Tulsa Ballet
7 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

tHE nutcrackEr
Tulsa Ballet
2 & 7 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

tHE nutcrackEr
Tulsa Ballet
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

tulsa oIlErs
vs. Kansas City
BOK Center • 7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

tulsa oIlErs
vs. Orlando
BOK Center • 7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

tulsa oIlErs
vs. Allen
BOK Center • 7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

tulsa oIlErs
vs. Allen
BOK Center • 7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

tulsa oIlErs
vs. Kansas City
BOK Center • 7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

tournaMEnt of  
cHaMPIons

BOK Center
Dec. 27 – 29
Visit bokcenter.com for 

more information.

goldEn HurrIcanE vs.
Alcorn State • 7 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

goldEn EaglEs vs.
TX-Arlington • 7 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

goldEn EaglEs vs.
Denver • 7 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

goldEn EaglEs vs.
South Dakota • 7 p.m.
Women’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

goldEn EaglEs vs.
Omaha • 7 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

goldEn EaglEs vs.
St. Thomas • 1 p.m.
Women’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

goldEn HurrIcanE vs.
North Texas • 5:30 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

goldEn HurrIcanE vs.
SMU • 7 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

goldEn HurrIcanE vs.
Temple • 6 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

goldEn HurrIcanE vs.
Houston • 5 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.
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AREA NEWS

By BOB LEWIS 
Contributing Editor 

 
An undeveloped, 102-acre tract of land in 

east Broken Arrow is slated to become the 
new home of Bell’s Amusement Park. 

That bit of news came as an early Christ-
mas present for legions of people who loved 
the original facility that was situated on the 
Tulsa Fairgrounds from 1951-2006. 

Third generation park owner Robby Bell 
said the new site at Kenosha and the Creek 
Turnpike will be about 10 times larger than 
what they had in Tulsa and will include a 
kiddy area, a world-class arcade, its favor-
ite rides and a 24-acre water park, which 
is about twice the size of Safari Joe’s H2O 
in Tulsa. When completed, Bell forecast 
the facility will attract 1-1.5 million peo-
ple a year and like the original park will 
be a source of jobs for local high school 
students.  

The family-owned operation began in 
1948 when Robby Bell’s grandfather, Rob-
ert Bell, built a mini-train around his home 
in Tulsa and ran some children’s rides at the 
Admiral Twin drive-in. In early 1951, the 
Senior Bell launched his fairgrounds park 
with a small collection of rides and attrac-
tions that included the original mini-train. 
The first adult offering was a bumper car 
attraction in 1955. Then a Tilt-a-Whirl and 
mini-golf course were added. High on the 
favorite rides list were Zingo and  Phantas-
magoria. 

It was operated by the founder’s son and 
Robby’s dad, Bobby Bell, before closing af-
ter 55 years in operation. 

While some eastside residents have ex-
pressed concerns about the noise and traffic 
the new park may generate, most Broken 
Arrowans are welcoming it with open arms. 

City Manager Michael Spurgeon said he’s 
pleased to have Bell’s as the latest invest-

ment in Broken Arrow. “When you live 
around 21st and Sheridan just down from 
Hoover Elementary, you spend a lot of time 
there,” he recalled. At the park’s announce-
ment ceremonies, Spurgeon told reporters, 
“Some of my fondest memories go back to 
the time that I spent in that amusement park 
on the Zingo, which to this day, I’m still 
scared of thinking about riding again.”  

Like Spurgeon, Dr. Eugene Peterson grew 
up a few blocks from the original Bell’s and 
has fond memories of the landmark. “I spent 
so much time riding Phantasmagoria I’m 
sure I left butt-prints on its seats,” he joked.  

Pollard’s next-door neighbor was Bill 
McVeigh who proudly claimed the title of 
“world champion” on the park’s amateur 
golf course. “I must have played it a zillion 
times,” he recalled, “and got pretty hard to 
beat.” 

Former Owasso resident Lesley Lang said, 
“To be honest, Bell’s wasn’t my cup of tea. 
But after seeing how much fun my niece, 

nephew and their friends were having, my 
perception changed.” 

Marylou Evens said she has warm mem-
ories of the park because her very first real 
date was a visit to Bell’s. Over the years, 
she said she returned for school outings, 
company picnics and to share the fun asso-
ciated with the place with her friends and 
family. 

Jim Edwards grew up in Broken Arrow 
but like many of his friends spent a con-
siderable amount of time at Bell’s. His fa-
vorite ride was Zingo. “There just weren’t 
many things to do in Broken Arrow in the 
1950s and 60s,” he said, “but there was al-
ways Bell’s and we knew we would have 
fun there.” 

Tulsa resident Barbara Trecek said simply, 
“I can’t wait.” 

Initial planning is currently underway. No 
timeline for the start of construction and 
opening the amusement park has been an-
nounced.

Home Improvement Outlet

COMING SOON TO BROKEN ARROW

728 W. New Orleans St.
Mon. – Sat. 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Sun. 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Proceeds from ReStore-Broken Arrow support Green Country Habitat for Humanity’s mission of building and providing access to a�ordable housing.

PaintFurniture Appliances+ + + ToolsCabinets Flooring+ +

greencountryrestore.org/restorebrokenarrow

New Bell’s Rekindling Fond Memories

Photo courtesy of the Tulsa Historical Society & Museum 

WEEE! – A highlight of Bell’s Amusement Park on the Tulsa Fairgrounds was an assortment 
of rides, highlighted by Zingo. The park, which closed in 2006, has announced plans to open a 
new, much larger operation on 102 acres at Kenosha and the Creek Turnpike in Broken Arrow. 

http://www.papamurphys.com
https://www.facebook.com/laizommarket/



