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facebook.com/ElkRiverTrading 
1703 Huntsville Hwy., Fayetteville, TN 37334

931-297-2170
Tues. - Fri. 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. • Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

$50 Down
Places most any item in our  
FREE 90 Day Layaway. 

PA R T N E R S  W I T H  O U R

We Pay CASH for your  
Guns, Jewelry &  
Electronics

Community “Take what you need,  
leave what you can”

Elk River Trading Company proudly supports 
our community. After our store opened in 
January 2018, we have supported local schools, 
community groups, law enforcement agencies 
and fire departments.

Early last year, we proudly installed a Blessing 
Box on the front steps of our store. This provides 
our community with an anonymous, easy source 
of food and supplies for those temporarily in 
need. A Blessing Box relies on the community 
to keep it filled with canned foods, small snacks, 
toiletries, socks, diapers and baby formula.

As the next closest known Blessing Box is more 
than 40 miles away, persons in need have driven 
from the far reaches of this community to 
obtain enough supplies to assist them until their 
temporary financial crisis has ended or until 
they can obtain approval for traditional food 
assistance programs.

We are asking everyone to help their fellow 
community members by helping keep the 
Blessing Box filled by donating food and 
supplies. Simply place your donated items in the 
box. The Blessing Box program’s motto is “Take 
what you need, Leave what you can.”

We do all this to help make our community 
stronger and better each day.

Top Brands Such As:
Louis Vuitton
Kate Spade
Coach
Burberry
Michael Kors

Styles
You’ll 
Love

Located inside Elk River Trading Company

• Area's largest selection of 
  authenticated pre-owned 
  Louis Vuitton handbags
• Nice selection of pre-owned 
  fashion handbags & fashion 
  accessories



GOOD NEWS LINCOLN COUNTY • VOL II 3



4 GOOD NEWS LINCOLN COUNTY • VOL II

Table of Contents
10  A Game, A Coach, and A Lot of Heart
 Louis Thompson

12 A Passion For Community
 Lucy Carter Williams

16 A New Outlook Changes Everything 
 Montie Dangerfield

18 Our Town's Best Friend
 Greg McArthur

20 The Simply Fabulous Singers
 Community Singing Group

24 Off to the Races
 Cindy Harwell

28 Saving Lincoln County's Memories 
 Paul Henry

32 Life-Long 4-Her 
 Janet Hale

34 The Life of Serving
 David Bagley  

36 Teaching Students Into Leaders
 Jack Jean

40 Nursing During a Global Pandemic
 Heather Smith

44 An Inspiration On and Off the Court
 Fitzgerald Hopkins

46 A Round of Applause
 Mickey Johnson

48 Difference Makers in Lincoln County
 Tina Hudson

50 The Heart of a Community
 Cary Sullivan

52 The Sweet Spot
 Eagin Evans

54 Small Gestures with Big Impacts
 Charles Gleghorn

56 In Memory
 Freddie McKinney

MANAGING EDITOR Wesley Bryant | ART DIRECTOR Will Kelly 
PHOTOGRAPHS James Jordan | LAYOUTS Melissa Hyde & Brianna Brubaker



GOOD NEWS LINCOLN COUNTY • VOL II 5

WE ARE MAKING
A DIFFERENCE

We believe in supporting our community, and below are a few of 
the organizations that we support with our time and our giving.

www.bolconline.com 931-433-1708
Bank of Lincoln County
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You’re local. We’re local. 
We have your local interest at heart.
✓✓  Personal Service
✓✓  Quick Approvals
✓✓  Historically Low Rates
✓✓  Large Selection of Mortgage Options

Kelly Richardson NMLS #992978
931.433.5855 or 931.433.9124 • Apply Online: fnbforyou.com

W hat if we had a better way to spread Good News? To tell the stories 
of community, love, and growth. The constant stream of bad news was 
having a negative impact on everyone, including myself. I didn't think it 

could get any worse. Then, 2020 happened.
 It forever changed our world—but you already know that. You know the stories 
of heartbreak, arguments, battle, and anger… but have you heard these stories? 
Stories of love, faith, joy, and perseverance. Have you heard the good news the 
people around you have to offer?
 Good news is all around us, and Exchange Media Group wants to share it with 
you. They eat in the same restaurants you do. They drive on the same roads you do. 
Lincoln County is full of good news just waiting to be shared.
 It's with great honor that Exchange Media Group and I present to you: Good 
News Lincoln County: Volume II. These are stories of the heroes in our town.

WELCOME TO GOOD NEWS

W E S L E Y  B R YA N T
MANAGING EDITOR
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800-234-1234 | redfcu.org

Visit redfcu.org for great loan rates.
Auto  |  Boat  |  RV  |  Motorcycle  |  ATV  |  Jet Ski

Must be an RFCU® member to obtain a loan. Rates are determined by an evaluation of the 
applicant’s credit, FICO score and loan terms. Credit and collateral subject to approval. Rates, 
terms, and conditions are subject to change without notice. Other restrictions may apply. RFCU 
is an Equal Credit Opportunity Lender.

Great Rates
Next Adventure!

for your

GR8 R8
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Honoring & Celebrating 
Every Life

213 E. Market St, Fayetteville, TN 37334
931.433.2544 • obituary line 931.433.2233 • higginsfh.com

Charles Higgins • Clay Higgins • Chris Ross

Advance Planning
Funerals • Burial 
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3D Mammography is now available at Lincoln Medical Center.
Lincoln Medical Center is proud to off er the latest technology in breast cancer detection. 3D 

Mammography off ers our patients better visualization for all breast densities, allowing better accuracy 
with fewer unnecessary callbacks - all in a faster exam time. Patients can now self-refer and request a 

3D mammogram screening by calling Lincoln Medical Center at 931-438-1100.

Better, Earlier Detection
for all breast densities

Greater Accuracy
due to better visualization

Fewer Unnecessary
Callbacks

Faster Exam Time
& shorter compression

Lincoln Health System now off ers a 
more accurate screening exam for the 
fi ght against breast cancer.

Why Choose
3D Mammography?

It’s Time
to Schedule Your
3D Mammogram!
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L ouis Thompson has spent an extensive amount of his 
life involved with football. With his years of playing 
and then coaching, he has a grand total of 44 years 

of football experience. 
 Coach Thompson’s journey with football started 
early in his life. It began when he joined his local high 
school team and led them to not one but two state 
championships. He then went on to play under Coach 
Bear Bryant at the University of Alabama and was on 
two national championship teams. After graduating from 
Alabama, he accepted a job coaching at Dadeville High 
School, thus his coaching career began. From there, he 
would go on to coach at Lebanon High School, Austin 
Peay State University, and Unicoi County High School, 
all before he landed at Lincoln County High School. It is 
here that he would spend 22 years of his coaching career 
leading the Falcons. 
 Within this time, he led the team to their second and 
third state championships. Equally as impressive, within 
his 22 years of coaching the Lincoln County football team, 
he took the Falcons to appear at the playoffs 20 times. He 
also served as president of the Tennessee Athletic Coaches 
Association in 1990. Then he was head coach of the 
Tennessee-Kentucky All-star game in 1991. 

 He was also an assistant coach in the East-West Shrine 
Bowl in 2003. However, all good things must come to an 
end and after his long career, Coach Thompson closed 
that chapter of his life and officially retired from coaching 
in 2013. 
 Thompson’s legacy lives on through the countless 
players he coached over the past few decades. He was 
inducted into the TSSAA Hall of Fame in 2005. This is 
a testament to his success in his career and in the way he 
built relationships with those around him. 
 Billy Joe Evans, Thompson’s friend of 30 years said that 
“Louis being inducted into the hall of fame speaks volumes 
because it is so much more than just winning. It is about 
good character and how well liked you are. He was ethical 
in his ways of dealing with people.”
 Although Thompson’s official work is over, his 
impact has not ceased. He continues to spend his days 
contributing to the growth of the community by coaching 
a local golf team along with holding some leadership roles 
within the county.
 To put it simply, he enjoys being around people and 
people enjoy being around him. We have not seen the last 
of Coach Thompson’s positive impact all around Lincoln 
County, the state of Tennessee, and the entire country. -GN

A Game, A Coach, 
and a Whole Lot of Heart
Louis Thompson's legacy in football goes beyond 
the borders of Lincoln County.

By Kennedee McAdams
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LO U I S  T H O M P S O N
Lincoln County Falcons Football Coach
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Coldwater, Lincoln County native Lucy Carter 
Williams began working with her hometown 
newspaper, the Elk Valley Times, in 1988 and 

never looked back. The publication is part of a group 
of newspapers owned by a company called Lakeway 
Publishers incorporated. 
 Williams said she gained a lot of experience from 
working with different newspapers in and out of college. 
She eventually became an Elk Valley Times editor, which 
she said allowed her to help her family. In explaining why 
she continued to be a part of the publication, Williams 
said, "I just fell in love with it," and that she did not 
want to give it up. She worked with the newspaper for 
32 years. Williams eventually hired her sister-in-law 
Sandy Williams, who helped her continue to publish the 
newspapers for the 32 years. 
 As an editor, she edited news stories that writers 
sent to her. She covered front-page stories, city and local 
government news, county government news, county 
school board information, and hard news stories. In 
addition, she covered the crime beat for some time. She 
also served as publisher of the newspaper. Williams' main 
goal was to inform the community about what their 
governing bodies are doing and how they affect them.

 Williams said she had a great mix of people on staff 
and was passionate about informing the county about 
what was happening. She said, "They all had one thing 
in common, and that is that they loved Lincoln County." 
One thing Williams enjoys about the group is that they 
had a good team dynamic. 
 For Williams, giving back to the community is not 
a foreign task. She is a member of the rotary club and 
has also been a part of the county toy drive for 33 
years, and it is the 55th year that the toy drive has 
been in operation. 
 Joe Collins started the toy drive in 1966 to benefit 
local foster children. It is a partnership between the Elk 
Valley Times newspaper, the local Fire department, and 
the federal rotary club. Trucking companies around the 
county partner together to drive trucks to transport toys. 
Williams said the organization receives monetary 
donations for the toys as well as store-bought toys. The 
organization helped bring in 536 children's toys last 
Christmas. Adults who grew up in foster care and local 
churches and schools help contribute to the toy drive.
 Williams said the toy drive will always be nearest 
and dearest to her heart. She and her sister-in-law 
Sandy Williams pull applications and shop for children 

A Passion for 
Community
Lucy Carter Williams makes an impact on Elk Valley Times 
Newspaper as well as the Lincoln County Toy Drive.

By Jeriah Brumfield
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“She not only does the things we all do, but she goes above 
and beyond with her contributions.”

- Marisa Thornton 

LU C Y  W I L L I A M S
Elk Valley Times
 & Lincoln County Toy Drive

with special needs, which is an addition to the work she 
is doing with the toy drive. Williams said what she enjoys 
most is witnessing what the toys mean to children who 
otherwise may not receive gifts. She also enjoys receiving 
letters from families expressing their appreciation for 
what the organization is doing for the community. 
 Marisa Thornton describes Williams as a "go-
getter" and someone that she looks up to. Thornton said 

that Williams is an asset to the community, "She not only 
does the things we all do, but she goes above and beyond 
with her contributions." Thornton became friends with 
Williams because she participated in the rotary club.
 Williams said she is grateful for the community 
and the work they've done and that the organization's 
goal is to "show children and their families that they 
are cared about." -GN
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we believe hellos  
are better in person.  
after all, we’re  
practically neighbors.
simple human sense®

BAGLEY & BAGLEY 
INSURANCE
102 College St. E

FAYETTEVILLE  •  931.433.3933
bagleyandbagley.com

If addiction is 
part of your story,
help is just a call away.

Changes Recovery, LLC
Dr. Paul Haidak, M.D.
4140 � orton Taylor Parkway, Suite D Fayetteville TN

(931) 434-8109

WWW.BONEYARDAUTOSALVAGE.COM

LOOKING FOR THAT SPECIAL PART?
LET US DIG IT UP FOR YOU!

• We sell used auto parts
• We buy unwanted 
 or junk cars

• Locally owned & operated

156 Molino Rd., Fayetteville • (931) 433-3472

We Are A Full Service 
Used Auto Parts Provider

Call Us For Pricing 
931-433-3525

Serving Lincoln & the surrounding counties, including Northern Alabama.

412 Franklin Ave. S.
Fayetteville, TN

Helping Our Helping Our 
Community Community 
GROWGROW

Small & Small 
Oil Co.SSSS&& Established 1947
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M ontie Dangerfield is an encourager by nature. 
She centers her life around things that bring 
positive energy, and she carries this way of living 

into her teaching style. Dangerfield has been an educator 
for 20 years now. She started out teaching middle schoolers 
but has since transitioned to teaching high school English. 
Along with teaching at our local high school, she is also a 
fitness instructor. 
 Dangerfield’s desire to be certified to teach classes 
began five years ago. She has always loved to dance—plus, 
staying physically active was essential for good health. So 
she took these two passions and combined them into a 
career. Dangerfield believes in enjoying one’s workouts, and 
if you do, you are more likely to stick with it. 
 “Music is my passion, and incorporating dance 
movement is a win-win for me when it comes to getting a 
great workout,” Dangerfield said. 
 Gyms are fun for some people, yes. However, this does 
not apply to everyone. In Dangerfield’s case, she was never 
a fan. Because of her lack of fondness for gyms, she strives 
to keep her personal classroom fun for everyone, ensuring 
that all students feel that they have a safe space they can go 
to work out. 
 Dangerfield prioritizes both spirit and a good workout. 
She feels that her classes should be a reflection of herself: 
happy and fun! 
 “My dance fitness classes are a reflection of my spirit; 
if we aren't having fun while working out together, then 
I'm not reaching my goal as an instructor,” she said. “It's 
important to me that people feel uplifted, supported, and 
encouraged in my dance fitness classes.” 
 She has designed her classrooms to be a judgement-
free zone. She strives to ensure that all students feel 

comfortable. She does this by ensuring there is no 
competition between students. Instead, everyone is chasing 
after the same goal: health. Her style of teaching provides 
a new outlook on physical activity. It is one that speaks of 
positivity and celebrates the body for its ability to move. 
 

Dangerfield carries this same positivity into her teaching 
career as well. She is upbeat and helpful to all students and 
fellow teachers alike. She is always ready to help and is 
seen as a strong motherly figure to all of her students. Her 
colleagues agree.
 “She has strong expectations for her students—
something I'm proud that all our English department has—
and she is widely loved and respected by students and fellow 
teachers alike, and always with a million-dollar smile,” her 
colleague and fellow English teacher Jack Jean said. 
 Dangerfield’s optimism is one thing she has conveyed 
to all aspects of her life, especially her teaching career. She 
enjoys life and believes this enjoyment should not cease in 
the classroom. Regardless if she is teaching high schoolers 
or showing individuals how to dance their heart out, you 
can be sure that you will find Montie Dangerfield with an 
idealistic spirit and a smile on her face. -GN

A New Outlook Can 
Change Everything
Positivity in the classroom and the gym 
can heal the body, mind, and spirit.

By Kennedee McAdams

“It's important to me 
that people feel uplifted, 

supported, and encouraged 
in my dance fitness classes.” 
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M O N T I E  DA N G E R F I E L D
English Teacher - Lincoln County High School
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I f you have spent any amount of time on the square in 
Fayetteville, odds are you have been greeted by Greg 
McArthur. With a ballcap on his head and a handheld 

CD player in tow, there he is zipping around to socialize 
with the town.
 Greg is what some may call a creature of habit. He’s 
an early riser—on the square each morning before most 
roosters even have the chance to crow. Rain or shine, Greg 
is opening doors and giving hugs. Like clockwork, Owen 
Bagley and his children have an exchange with Greg each 
morning on their way to school. Once they spot him on the 
square, they give him two honks, roll the window down, 

Our Town's  
Best Friend
Greg McArthur warms hearts, rain or shine.

By Julia Eads

G R E G  M C A R T H U R
Fayetteville's Best Friend

and wave. In response, Greg waves and shoots them back 
a thumbs up. The interaction is simple. However, to Owen 
and his children, it means the world. It is how they jump 
start each day on a bright and positive note. Greg is known 
for little yet meaningful interactions just like with countless 
people in Fayetteville. Lincoln County would not be as 
hospitable if sweet Greg were not in it.
 Greg makes it his mission to intentionally connect 
with others as often as possible. Wherever people are, Greg 
wants to be as well. Owen joked, “Greg is the only man I 
know that hates weekends and holidays because not many 
people are on the square and most of his friends are gone.” 
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But in all seriousness, Greg has been making friends all 
over the square for over 20 years. 
 The lovely ladies who work down at the courthouse are 
some of his best friends and, like Owen, have the pleasure of 
seeing Greg each day. At the courthouse, Greg will greet the 
staff by name, open their doors, escort them to the elevator, 
and will even push the elevator buttons to ensure people 
arrive on the correct floor. His kindness is unparalleled. 
He has even been known to bring birthday cards when 
somebody has a birthday to help celebrate his pals! 
 Greg is one of those people who naturally make 
you feel loved as if you've known him your entire life. 

He is as many people would say, “a staple of the 
community” whether it be on the square or under the 
Friday night lights at Falcon football games. He is 
always around and always displaying such kindness. 
Wherever you run into Greg, he is guaranteed to 
put a smile on your face and brighten your day. If 
you haven’t had the pleasure of meeting Greg yet, 
head to the square. Sit down at Honey’s and grab a 
hamburger or walk down to the Local Cafe for a cup 
of coffee. Greg should be making his rounds all over 
town soon and if you're lucky you might even meet 
your new best friend of a lifetime. -GN

Wherever you 
run into Greg, 
he is guaranteed to 
put a smile on your face 
and brighten your day.
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I f you’ve seen the Fabulous Fifties Show, you’ve seen the 
music group Simply Fabulous. It is the backup group 
that is more than a backup group, and their participation 

in the show has spanned over 30 years. Their participation 
has helped raise hundreds of thousands of dollars for the 
American Cancer Society and the Multi-County Cancer 
Support Network.
 Not all of the current members have been there from 
the start, but all of them have been singing with Simply 
Fabulous for well over a decade. Lincoln County trustee 
Mary Jane Porter has been a part of the group for 27 years, 
singing and playing the keyboard. She can’t imagine a life 
without being a part of the show.
 “This has been a part of my life for so long,” Porter said.

 Simply Fabulous didn’t always have a name. The group 
began by singing in the Fabulous Fifties Show, but after 
being invited to sing everywhere from birthday parties to 
funerals to the Lincoln County Fair, they decided they 
needed something to call themselves.
 “I think somebody just said, well, you’re just simply 
fabulous,” Bagley & Bagley employee Sharon Williams 
said, “and it just kind of stuck.”
 The members of Simply Fabulous love to sing, but to 
many, the help they provide is just as important. As music 
is a passion of theirs, it is a perfect way to give back.
 “We see a lot of the people that come in requesting 
help,” Williams said. “...They’re struggling so just knowing 
and seeing the people that we’re helping... that means a lot.”

The Simply Fabulous Singers 
of the Fabulous Fifties Show
Singing community members serve those around them.
 
By Sara McClaran
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 D&J River Farms owner Josh Ogle believes that their 
ministry is not only in the money they raise but also the joy 
they bring and the healing power of music.
 “With everything that’s going on in the world today 
and not to mention the division in our country, I believe 
music and specifically the ministry of music can help 
bridge the gap and reconcile the negativity that seems to 
be forefront everywhere you look,” Ogle said.
 Many of the members of Simply Fabulous have been 
touched by cancer themselves, so they understand what 
those they aim to serve are going through.
 “I lost my mother to cancer when I was 7 years old,” 
Porter said. “I have always wanted to make sure l gave back 
to help those who are and have battled this.”

 Most of all, the members of Simply Fabulous 
love spending time together and working together  
in harmony.
 “They’re just another family to me,” Williams said, 
“It’s been a blessing for all of us to have found each 
other and just get to share what we all love doing.”
 Simply Fabulous has no intention of going away, 
especially after their many years of service. They intend 
to be there for every Fabulous Fifties Show, as backup 
singers, soloists, and stars.
 “If our group can provide support, help, care, and 
love and lift spirits with our music,” Bigham said, “then I 
pray we can continue to lift hearts and bring joy to each 
and every one for a long time.” -GN

S I M P LY  FA B U LO U S
Community Singers
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THE RIGHT LOAN 
LIFTS YOU HIGHER.
When you’re ready to expand,
you need a lender who thinks big.

Take your operation further with 
real estare loans tailored to your needs.

Visit E-FARMCREDIT.COM/REAL-ESTATE
or call 931-433-3511
to start a conversation. 

4 Chenault Ford Road
Fayetteville, TN 37334

s.

Fayetteville
931-433-4508

Petersburg
931-659-9324

Car Care Center
931-433-7171

1205 Winchester Hwy.
Fayetteville, TN 37334

PROUDLY SERVING 
OUR COMMUNITY

Since 1938 Strong Bros. 
Liquor Store
1605 Huntsville Hwy.
Fayetteville, TN 
931-433-4100

Pour Yourself A Glass

Downtown Fayetteville, 113 Main Ave. S.
931-297-2739 • www.whereeveryoneisalocal.com

Mon. - Wed. 10:30 A.M. - 8 P.M.
Thurs. - Sat. 10:30 A.M. - 9 P.M.

DINE IN • TAKE OUT • DELIVERY
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WWW.HOWARDBENTLEY.NET

WE ARE ALWAYSWE ARE ALWAYS
AT YOUR SERVICEAT YOUR SERVICE

1600 Huntsville Highway • Fayetteville, TN 37334
931-433-1585 • 931-433-2532 • 1-800-654-1597
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H arness racing has been a part of the Lincoln County 
Fair for over 100 years. To say that the races are a 
significant part of Lincoln County's history would 

be a considerable understatement. The Lincoln County 
Fair is the only fair held in Tennessee that offers harness 
racing, and Harness racers come from Kentucky, Georgia, 
Florida, Mississippi, Alabama, and many other states for 
such a memorable event.
 One person who has played a pivotal role in keeping 
the races alive is Cindy Harwell. Harwell owns a beauty 
shop formerly known as Salon 201. She is located at 211 
Main Avenue Street, where she and her hairdressers enjoy 
doing clients' hair, nails, and makeup. Harwell became 
enthusiastic about working with the County Fair whenever 
she and a co-worker started attending harness races on 
Saturdays. One of her clients had previously been president 
of the fair. 
 Harwell began working under David Putman in the 
early ‘90s, where she became more involved in volunteering 
with harness racing. When asked to accept the position of 
clerk of the course, Harwell started immediately. Her job 
consisted of taking horse papers home to her living room 
and working on them by hand on her living room floor. 
She later learned to do her work on the computer program, 
which made her job a lot simpler. Harwell would often take 
one week off of work during the races to volunteer. She 
helped feed fair entertainers in the kitchen and provided 
any other services that helped keep the races running. 
 Harwell said the races are where adults and children 
come together, grab their snacks and cheer on their favorite 
racers. On Tuesday, they have senior citizen day, and on 
Saturdays, they interview and present an award to the 
longest living fan in the audience.
 One year ago, Harwell passed the torch on her job. 
In explaining what inspired her to decide to hand her job 

over, she said, "It is time for the younger generation to step 
in." Harwell said she has no regrets about handing over 
the office job and is always ready to lend a helping hand 
whenever the staff needs her. Anna Catherine Osteen 
described Harwell as "loving, lots of fun, and creative." In 
stating what separates Harwell apart from others is her 
drive. She said, "She just never stops." Osteen said that 
in observing Harwell and her work ethic, she could see 
Harwell's passion in everything she does. Anna Catherine 
Osteen started temporarily  working under Harwell.   
 Harwell has gotten to know and love many racers, 
which she believes makes the event more meaningful. 

Harness racer Freddie Patton attends the races from 
Clinton, Mississippi. Eventually, his children took part in 
the races, and now his grandchildren are starting to attend. 
She explained that they might not know Patton personally, 
but they know him as a racer, and they expect him to come. 
Harwell said the audience members have specific racers 
that they like to see, and when they don't show up, the 
audience is disappointed. The races and the audience's 
relationship with the racers give the audience something to 
look forward to. 
 Harwell is always overjoyed to see people of all ages 
enjoying the event. Senior citizens lined up around the race 
track, watching and anticipating the event. Harwell said 
harness racing is always better at local fairs and that she 
would continue to participate in the Lincoln County Fair 
for as long as she lived. -GN

Off to the Races
Commemorating Cindy Harwell and the impact 
she has made on the local county fair. 
By Jeriah Brumfield

"Loving, lots of fun,
and creative."
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C I N DY  H A R W E L L
Owner, Salon 211
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11 HIGHLAND RIM RD • FAYETTEVILLE, TN 37334
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with
SEE US FOR KUBOTA 

HAY TOOLS!
BV 4180

RA 108CR

We Service What We Sell!

409 Lincoln Ave. S., Fayetteville, TN 931-433-5869 bradfordappliancetn.com1 433 5869 bradfordappliancetn com

We Buy Estates or Sell � em For You!

We Salute Everyone Who Is 
Making A Di� erence!

931-652-3964 
503 Oak St., Fayetteville, TN 37334
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We’ll help you make more connections 
with buying customers.

Grow Your Business

exchange-inc.com or 1-800-247-7318

Contact Us to Start Growing

Our research defi nes 
your audience. So you 

can build new customers. 

STRATEGY

Our professional 
designers make your 

brand stand out.

CREATIVE

Be found online with 
websites that work 

across all platforms.

WEBSITES

Get in front of your buyers 
through digital and print 

ads that convert.

MARKETINGB B B
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“You're taking a shot of a 
moment in time that will 

never exist again.” 

PAU L  H E N R Y
Local Photographer & Teacher
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K entucky native Paul Henry never ceases to express 
his commitment to Lincoln County by exhibiting 
his skills in photography and videography to 

showcase the beauty of the community. With experience 
in film, drone piloting, and videography, Paul Henry has 
captured some of the most meaningful and memorable 
images that will live on forever. 
 In the early part of his career, Paul worked with 
Sandy and Lucy Williams to publish Elk Valley Times 
newspapers. He has been editing and uploading footage 
for 21 years. Paul said he has always had a taste for imagery 
and photography. 
 Paul enjoys working behind the scenes to produce 
top-quality work to continue to help the community 
shine. "Everything I do is from a community standpoint," 
he said. Paul shot films in the '80s and later shot black 
and white photography. 
 "He's just a great guy. A super community person," 
Famous Fifties member and close friend of the Paul Family, 
Mickie Bigham, stated. Bigham said she enjoys watching 
Paul capture photos of the Fabulous Fifties group. "You'll 
always see him show up at events, and he'll have his camera 
there ready to take pictures." 
 In explaining what inspires him to take photos, Paul 
said, "You're taking a shot of a moment in time that will 
never exist again." He never misses a moment to snap 
photos of community events, organizations, sports teams, 
and breathtaking sunsets resting above cotton fields. 
 Paul has gained a wide range of experiences from 
his time in Lincoln County. Some of Paul’s most famous 
photos are of horse races, County Fairgrounds, and capital 
buildings. Some of his most memorable shoots consist of 

mainstream artists like RnB artist Whitney Houston. 
His favorite people to shoot photos of are country 
singers like Keith Urban and Billy Ray Cyrus at the 
CMA Festival in downtown Nashville. 
 Paul is not just an excellent photographer, but 
he is also an outstanding educator. He takes much 
pride in teaching the younger generation how to 
build photography skills. He travels to a different 
middle school each week with the LEAPS Program, 
where he teaches sixth, seventh, and eighth graders 
cellphone photography. 
 Paul credits much of his success to his two parents 
Bob and Martha Henry. The Henry Family has been 
nothing short of supportive to Lincoln County. Growing 
up with two parents who dedicated their lives to impact 
the county, Paul experienced firsthand what it was like 
to be a part of a loving and caring community. Some of 
Paul’s fondest memories lie on the Falcon Football field. 
 Martha Henry was a member of the Falcon Club, 
and Paul and his father used to capture photos and 
videos together at Lincoln County football games. Paul 
said his parents enjoyed working and dedicating their 
work to the community. Bigham described the family as 
"Good folks, living in small communities, contributing 
to their communities, and just living life." 
 Paul hopes to continue shooting photography, 
as well as to inspire younger generations to pursue 
photography. He plans to continue to enhance his skills 
in drone imagery throughout the rest of his career. In 
capturing each image, Paul portrays Lincoln County in 
photographs that the community can look back on and 
admire for years and years to come. -GN

Saving Lincoln 
County's Memories
Paul Henry captures the light in Lincoln County.

By Jeriah Brumfield
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County Mayor Bill Newman salutes County 
O�  cials & Commissioners who serve you!
Counttyy MaCounttyy Ma
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County Mayor - Bill Newman
Chancery Court Judge - J.B.Cox
Circuit Court Clerk - Lisa Simmons
Circuit Court Judge Part I - Forest A Durard - Jr.
Circuit Court Judge Part II - Wyatt Burk
Clerk & Master - Rebecca Bartlett
County Ag Extension Agent - Dan Owen
County Clerk - Phyllis Counts
Director of Zoning & Planning - Nancy Harris
Director of Technology - Matt McAulli� e
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District Attorney - Robert (Rob) Carter
Election Commission - Shelia Allen
Emergency Management Agency Director - Doug Campbell 
Finance Director - Vicky Trentham
General Sessions Judge - Andy Myrick
Public Defender - Donna Orr Hargrove
Register of Deeds - Randy Delap
Sheri�  - Murray Blackwelder
Superintendent of Roads - Tim Gill
Superintendent of Schools - Dr. Bill Heath
Tax Assessor - Tammy Painter
Trustee - Mary Jane Porter
Veterans Service O�  cer - Tammy McConnell
Civil District 1 - R. Stephen Graham, David Sanders, Danny Walker
Civil District 2 - Ben Brown, Grady Reavis, John Thorpe
Civil District 3 - Jack Atchley, Kate Guin, Mark Mitchell
Civil District 4 - Randy Bradford, Charles Hunter, Steve Spray
Civil District 5 - Stephanie Eady Britt, Shirley Danger� eld, Anthony Taylor
Civil District 6 - Doug Cunningham, Pat Haynes, Tori Ogle Young
Civil District 7 - Ricky Bryant, Glen Douglas, Steve Guntherberg
Civil District 8 - Donny Ogle, Ronald Jean, Darren Holland

931-438-4492

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • Recreational • Development

www.bmaprop.com

110 Franklin Ave. N.
Fayetteville, TN

Licensed in TN & AL

Bob Malone
Owner/Broker, GRI
Cell 931-993-1163

Jim Cashion
Broker

Cell 931-652-8070

Makinsie Gi� ord
Realtor

Cell 931-652-2215

Walt Patrick
Realtor

Cell 931-993-3284

Cindy McWhirter 
Tyler Realtor

Cell 931-993-8582

Sylvia McAlister
Realtor

Cell 256-508-2908

Kaila H. Gentry
Principal Broker, GRI

Cell 931-607-8269

575 Lynchburg Hwy., Mulberry, TN 37359
Mike � omas, owner

931-993-9710 • www.southernironworks.com
Custom Ornamental Iron

Residential & Light Commercial

Free 
Estimates To Our Everyday Heroes We SayTo Our Everyday Heroes We Say 

THANK YOU!THANK YOU!
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Jai EasonJai Eason
NMLS ID #541284

Je�  WhitmoreJe�  Whitmore
NMLS ID #531359

Tammy GrahamTammy Graham
NMLS ID #531382

Call on us for any of your financial needs!

firstcommercebank.net

304 College Street W.
Fayetteville, TN

931-438-0559

4641 Nashville Hwy
Chapel Hill, TN

931-364-7888

500 N Ellington Pkwy
Lewisburg, TN

931-359-4322

• Checking & Savings Accounts
• Certi� cate of Deposit
• Mortgage Loans

• Consumer & Business Loans 
• Farm Loans and More

During a Time of Uncertainty, We are Here to Help.

Compassionate skilled nursing & 
short-term therapy services that touch 
llves, from generation to generation.

Proudly serving Lincoln County for 20+ years!

LynchburgNursing Center.com

40 Nursing Home Rd.
Lynchburg, TN 37352

931.759.6000
For rental of facilities, contact Heather McCormick (931) 433-5855

Bob Stidfole, President  | Farris Beasley, Vice President
Pat Hopper, Secretary | Mark Mitchell, Treasurer

521 Main St. South | www.fl cmuseum.com
Hours: Thurs.-Sat. 12:30-4:30 PM May-November

Visit the Fayetteville-Lincoln County

MUSEUM
formerly “Old Borden Milk Plant”

Available for
Weddings, Receptions, 

Reunions, etc

Serving Moore and surrounding counties for over 25 Years.

Owner ~ Je�  Gamble

1630 Fayetteville Hwy.
Lynchburg, TN 37352 
931-759-4444

LynchburgLynchburg
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Thank You
To Our Everyday Heroes
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JA N E T  H A L E
Special Education Assistant
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I f you’ve been a part of 4-H in Lincoln County, you 
know Janet Hale. A self-proclaimed lifelong 4-Her, 
Janet has been working with the 4-H extension service 

for almost all of her professional career.
 “I don’t think anybody who knows Janet Hale does not 
like Janet Hale. Everybody who knows her has to love her, 
because she’s just that kind of person,” said former 4-H 
parent and program assistant Cathy Helms. Helms said 
that even when Hale was not officially involved with 4-H, 
she was volunteering her time anyway she could. Even after 
Hale officially retired from 4-H, she continues to work as a 
special-education assistant.

 “She’s been very, very involved in the community 
and her church,” Helms said. In fact, Janet Hale and her 
husband Darrell spent many of their summers with their 
4-H kids, taking them to camps or conferences throughout 
the country for most of June and July.
 “Mrs. Janet and her husband Mr. Darrell kind of 
became like second parents to those of us who stayed in 
it from fourth all the way into our college years... It takes 
somebody who will love... their core group of kids to hit 
the road the day that school gets off in the summer and 
pretty much stay with those kids all summer long,” said 

A Life Lived for Others
 
Changing lives in the community through 4-H.
by Sara McClaran

“She’s been very, very 
involved in the community 

and her church.” 

former 4-H participant Melanie Kelso. “They’re definitely 
a Lincoln County treasure.”
 Kelso has known the Hales for over 30 years, ever since 
they moved to Lincoln County in 1987, and said that the 
Hales had 4-H kids who were now state legislators, and 
local business owners. In fact, seeing that impact on youth is 
one of Janet’s favorite things about 4-H.
 “I had one young lady that was very shy and hid behind 
her mom the first time or two she participated in 4-H,” 
she said. “She later became a state winner in the clothing 
project and started her own business later on in life in the 
textiles industry.”
 It hasn’t all been give, for Janet Hale. She said that the 
biggest thing she has learned from her time in 4-H is that 
every child is unique in both learning style and personality 
– and that every child matters.
 “It’s the most rewarding either volunteer or paid job 
that you can have, to work with youth – and of course 
with their parents and with community leaders. You are... 
just working with a whole package within a community,” 
she said. “We still have a really active program in Lincoln 
County, and have... a wonderful 4-H agent in Dan Owen 
and I would encourage parents if they don’t know about 
4-H to to visit with him – and it of course starts in fourth 
grade and goes through 12th grade, and then like me, 
you can be a lifelong 4-Her by working with them and 
volunteering with them. So once a 4-Her, you can always 
be a 4-Her.”
 The youth who had the honor of having Janet as their 
mentor have made impacts all over the country. Because of 
Janet, their lives are forever impacted for the better. -GN
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DAV I D  B AG L E Y
Retired President of 

Bagley & Bagley Insurance Company
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T he saying “we need more people like you in the 
world” is commonly reserved for the generous 
and most considerate citizens of society. Lincoln 

County has one of those people. 
 David E. Bagley is a Christian man, family man, and 
volunteer. Born in 1954, Bagley has lived in Fayetteville 
all his life. He has been retired from his family insurance 
business for about three and a half years. The business, 
Bagley & Bagley Insurance, was created in 1907 by 
Bagley’s grandfather and great uncle, and it offers 
various types of insurance. David began working for 
the company in 1974 at just 20 years old, joining the 
third generation of Bagleys to work for the company. 
Before retiring, he had been serving as president of the 
company for about 30 years. His sons Owen and Adam 
help make up the fourth generation. David’s sister, Cary 
Sullivan, also works there with other family members.
 David said his favorite part about the family business 
was meeting new people. 
 “I’m very much a people person, and I enjoyed 
meeting and being able to help people,” David says. 
 David strongly believes in his duty to help others. 
During his lifetime, he participated in feeding programs 
such as Hands of Mercy. For about 30 years, David 
was also an affiliate of the Fayetteville Rotary Club, a 
civic service organization that works on projects to help 
the community. Currently, David volunteers to deliver 
food to senior citizens from the Lincoln County Senior 
Citizens Center.
 “I was always raised up that you give back twice as 
much to the community as the community gives to you,” 

The Life of Serving 
David Bagley is always there to serve 
the people of Lincoln County.

By Gabriel Grant Huff

David says. “I tried to give every bit of that back to my 
community. I love Fayetteville—Lincoln County. It’s 
been good to my family, and I’d like to try to return the 
favor to the community.” 
 David is very involved in his home church: First 
Presbyterian Church. David has served as treasurer for 
at least the past 20 years. One thing he loves doing is 
joining the church’s mission trips to Guatemala, where 
he helps install water systems in places such as churches, 
schools, and hospitals. David says he has been on six 
to seven trips with the last one occurring right before 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The mission trips have been 
placed on hold due to the virus, he says. 
 Joseph Hamilton, David’s fellow church member, 
says David plays an important role in the church and its 
mission trips. 
 “He’s a very important part of the mission trip in 
that he’s one of the people that actually teaches the 
people that we go and install for,” Hamilton says.
 David says he is happy with the relationships he has 
with his family, including his wife, Cyndi. They have 
been married for 44 years. 
 “He’s self-giving and caring, but he just cares so 
much about everything around him,” Mary Ann Marsh, 
David’s cousin, says.
 David’s future goal is to continue his volunteer 
work and maintain great relationships with family and 
friends. If there is one thing everyone could learn from 
him, David says it would be how to treat others. 
 “Treat every person the way that you want to be 
treated,” David says.  -GN
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JAC K  J E A N
Engilsh Teacher,

Lincoln County High School
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S itting in an English classroom in Lincoln County 
High School, a student is listening to the teacher. 
The student looks up to the teacher as a role model, 

impressed at all the teacher has accomplished and his 
intelligence. On the first day of class, the student walked 
into the classroom like any other classroom in the hallway. 
The teacher was just another teacher. And it was just 
another English class… but not for long. The teacher was 
different. This class was not like the others. The student 
may not realize it at first, but as the teacher carried on day 
to day, the student realized the compassion and inspiration 
that naturally flowed from the teacher at the podium. Like 
reading a novel that’s more impressive after every turn of 
the page, the class catches on that this teacher is one you 
will remember for your entire lifetime. But not only for the 

student… but the student’s parents. And maybe even their 
parents have sat in the same classroom coming to the same 
realization as the school year continued—this teacher is 
one who comes once in a lifetime, like a rare shooting star.
 This is the story countless families in Lincoln County 
can tell. The lifetime and career of Mr. Jack Jean has 
spread from Lincoln County, throughout the state, and 
throughout America over the decades like a hit novel that 
inspires people from coast to coast. LCHS, and our county, 
would not be the same without Mr. Jean’s presence.
 “I knew I loved to teach,” Mr. Jean said. “I taught 
a lot at church.”

Teaching Students 
into Leaders 
Mr. Jack Jean at Lincoln County High School is a 
teacher who students remember for a lifetime.

By Wesley Bryant

“Everything you do in  
Mr. Jean's classroom is 

worth your time” 

 The talent of teaching doesn't come naturally to all, 
but it did to Mr. Jean. As a teen, he was teaching adult 
Bible classes to members of Washington Street church 
of Christ. He knew he loved to teach and with the 
opportunities at his church community, he was able to 
find his natural talent. 
 “When I was a teenager I worked on the church bus 
program—that was teaching kids who were picked up on 
the bus around Fayetteville to come to church,” he said. 
 Mr. Jean went on to achieve many more 
accomplishments in his professional career of 38 
years. Among those accomplishments is being named 
“Lincoln County School District’s Teacher of the Year,” 
not once… but twice.
 “Everything you do in Mr. Jean’s classroom is worth your 
time. I’m three years into college and still thinking of him 
every day in my English classes,” former AP-English student 
Sara Koonce said. After Mr. Jean’s class, Sara tested out of 
English college courses, essentially skipping those English 
college courses for more advanced English classes. Other 
students have gone on to have lives of success; one student 
wrote a #1 novel read by hundreds of thousands of readers.
 “Over a dozen of my former students are now teachers 
in my school,” Mr. Jean wrote in his statement of success. 
“Many more are also principals and other administrators, 
teachers, professors, business leaders, and other successful 
individuals in our city and county and beyond. I am now 
teaching many students whose parents I also taught. I 
am thankful for the opportunity to add my educational 
contributions to those of dozens of our fine educators in 
Fayetteville and Lincoln County who work every day to 
broaden the experiences and enrich the lives of students in 
our community.”
 Mr. Jean continues to teach at Lincoln County High 
School, blessing students who walk through the doorway 
that looks like any other. His classroom still holds life-
changing education for semester after semester. -GN
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203 South Main Avenue • Fayetteville, TN 
931-433-2582 or 877-293-2582
www.Norman-Furniture.com Serving You Since 1960

In-Home Design • Custom Orders • Furniture & Accessory Placement
Holiday & Event DHoliday & Event Déécor • Update Interiorcor • Update Interior

The brands you love The brands you love 
at the price you want!at the price you want!

REDECORATE • REVIVE • REDESIGN

� ank You 
TO THE VOLUNTEERS 
IN OUR COMMUNITY

931-438-9595

Keeping FamiliesKeeping Families
Together at HomeTogether at Home
Serving Lincoln, Maury, Giles, Lawrence, & Marshall Counties

A Medicare Certi� ed 
Home Care Agency

Skilled Nursing | Physical � erapy | Occupational � erapy
Speech � erapy | Social Worker |  Personal Care

Private Duty (hourly) Nurses | Certi� ed Nursing Aides

2310 � ornton Taylor Pkwy, Suite A | Fayetteville, TN 37334

Shop Online: bumblebeebabyandkids.company.site

109 Main Ave. S.
Fayetteville, TN (on the square)

(931) 675-0312
Mon. - Fri. 10AM - 5PM, Sat. 10AM - 2PMLocally owned & operated

S.

B�  ReadyB�  Ready
For Fa� For Fa� 
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★
Back Row Le�  to Right: Tonya Allen, Je�  Alder, Roger Martinez & Donna Hartman. 
Front Row le�  to right: Danny Bryant, Michael Whisenant & Dorothy Small.

110 Elk Ave. S., Fayetteville, TN 37334
931-433-6154 • www.fayettevilletn.com

City of Fayetteville

 Aldermen

Mayor

Danny Bryant
Dorothy Small
Tonya Allen

Je�  Alder
Roger Martinez
Donna Hartman

Michael Whisenant

GOOD NEWS!
This ad paid for by a local drug dealer at 
no cost to the taxpayers on behalf of the 

Lincoln County Sheri�  Department.
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B eing a nurse has never been an easy job, much less 
being a nurse during a global pandemic. Needless 
to say, working in the medical field over the last 

two years has become more demanding than ever. From 
understanding how to beat a new virus to treating more 
patients with less help, there seems to be one hoop 
after another to jump through for these public servants. 
Heather Smith is a nurse who specifically has stood 
out among the rest with her steadfastness and positive 
attitude. She has worked many long hours through this 
pandemic and has always shown love and care to patients 
as well as her co-workers.
  Although nursing has always been in the back of 
Smith’s mind, she has not always been in the medical field. 
She actually taught for 15 years at Riverside Christian 
Academy. However, after she had the opportunity to 
stay home with her father when hospice was present, she 
decided there is no time but the present time to chase her 
dream career. As heart wrenching as it was to see her dad 
pass, it only furthered her confidence that she should be 
in the medical field. Between her dad passing and her 
grandmother’s encouragement, she finally decided to take 
her shot and go to nursing school.
  Now, with six years as a full-time nurse at Lincoln 
Medical Center under her belt, nursing is not just a career 
for Smith. It is so much more. She loves her patients and 
treats them as if it were her own family member in the 
bed. In fact, when Smith was in nursing school, that's the 
one thing that her grandmother was constantly drilling 
into her mind. She would say, “Whoever is in that bed is 
your family member. They are your brother, sister, mother, 
and father. Care for them as such.” Smith has taken that 
charge to heart and has given each family and each day her 
complete and total effort. 
  Smith admitted that the past two years have been 
incredibly stressful for her and her co-workers alike. In 
addition to all of their normal roles and responsibilities, the 
nurses have had to become the in-between person when the 

family is separated from the patient. They have had to become 
better communicators, more emotionally supportive, and 
more involved overall. Instead of complaining about the new 
workload, Smith has said it has been incredibly rewarding to 
fill the gap for the patients and their families. Something she 
always tells them is “education keeps fear away.” She pleads 
with them to please ask questions and warns them not to 
go anxiously spiraling through the internet for answers. She 
reassures families that there is not a dumb question. She 
was willing to sit down and talk details over and over until 
patients and their families felt better and understood what 
was going on medically.

 

Although some restrictions at hospitals have been lifted, 
Smith expressed that COVID-19 truly has shown 
her firsthand the importance of family connectivity. 
The priority of safety for all comes with caveats. 
Unfortunately, there were many times she had to be 
with people as they passed from life to death because 
they were too sick or had given up. Smith saw firsthand 
the will to live in people significantly increased when 
they are able to hear and see their family members, 
even if only through a window or phone screen. Smith 
continued, “Family or loved ones can keep a person’s 
heart going when they don’t want to.” For Heather 
Smith, her co-workers are the family that kept her going 
through this pandemic. She is forever grateful for her 
amazing team and workplace and she said she would not 
be the nurse she is today without them by her side. -GN

Nursing During 
a Global Pandemic
Our friends and family make all the difference.

By Julia Eads

“Family or loved ones can 
keep a person's heart going 
when they don't want to.” 
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H E AT H E R  S M I T H
Nurse, Lincoln Medical Center
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• Salted Caramel
• Whipped Orange
• Southern Bread Pudding
• Brown Sugar & Cinnamon
• Peaches & Cream
• Peppermint Mocha
• Banana Pudding

Spirits of Tennessee, LLC
Find a location near you! 
www.sipjacksonmorgan.com  • info@spiritsoftn.com

Southern Tennessee Southern Tennessee 
Whiskey CreamWhiskey Cream

...as only your local funeral home can.

Serving Our 
Community

508 West College St. 
Fayetteville, TN 37334
Offi ce: 931.433.4511
Funeral Info: 931.438.2956
www.gallantfuneralhome.comom

DALY & SON CAR CARE

25600 MAIN ST.
ARDMORE, TN 38449
931.427.4651

NIKKI ABERNATHY

MECHANIC WORK • BRAKE SERVICE • NEW & USED TIRES

HOFFMAN 
LAND SURVEYING

931-433-3343 

Mark Ho� man
TN LIC. #2605

• Accurate
• Timely
• Professional

www.ho� manlandsurveying.com

Always Look For 
The Good Side

3 Prospect Rd., Faye� eville, TN 37334
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Ask us about
Easy Bill Pay!

richardsonwaste@gmail.com

Quality service since 1963
931-433-6634

Richardson Waste Removal LLC & Richardson Waste Removal LLC & 
Richardson Waste Solutions LLC Richardson Waste Solutions LLC 

Weekly Trash Service
• Residential 
• Commercial 
• Industrial

Roll-Off  Containers
• Construction • Demo Debri 
• Commercial • Industrial 
• General Clean-Up • Recycling

We Salute � e People In Our Community 
Who Make a Diff erence

www.richardsonwaste.comwww.richardsonwaste.com

Make A Difference 
In Someones Life

• Physical, Speech, Occupational,
  & Respiratory Therapies
• Unit Specializing in Dementia Care
• Specializing in Skilled & Long Term Care

Administrator - Lisa Veteto
Director of Admissions - Jennifer Mitchell

faymark@twinrivershc.com
elkriverhroffayetteville.com

4081 Thornton Taylor Pkwy.
Fayetteville, TN 37334

931-433-9973HEALTH & NURSING OF FAYETTEVILLE 

CARS INKCARS INK Ben Brown - Owner

Phone: (931) 433-2627 • Fax: (931) 433-4254 • Cell: (931) 607-9171
1602 Huntsville Highway • Fayetteville, TN 37334 • carsink1@yahoo.com

Quality 
Vehicles
for the Road 
Ahead.

Carter's at Stonebridge
Full Service Pharmacy 
Drive � ru
6 Eldad Rd. • Fayetteville, TN 37334

931-438-0760

Carter's Drug Store
Gifts & Jewelry for All Occasions
Open 365 Days A Year
106 S. Elk Ave. • Fayetteville, TN 37334

931-433-1511

Locally owned and operated Locally owned and operated 

More Than Your Local Pharmacy...
We Are Your Neighbors!
Your Hometown Pharmacy & Gift Shop



4 4 GOOD NEWS LINCOLN COUNTY • VOL II

S ometimes you meet someone, and you just know 
that they will do great things. Well, this is the case 
with Fitzgerald Hopkins and many who have had 

that privilege of meeting him can testify to this. Fitzgerald 
cares for kids in many ways, some may even go as far as 
to say his life and passions are centered around watching 
young adults walk into their full potential. "Coach Fitz" 
uses basketball as an avenue to show the next generation 
what they’re capable of. 
 One of the various ways he demonstrates this 
is by his teaching career. He is currently a teacher at 
Fayetteville High School. It is here that he spends his 
days teaching personal finance. At the high school, he 

is also the assistant basketball coach for the boy’s 
team. While he is both a teacher and a coach, it 
doesn’t even scratch the surface for all the ways he 
is impacting the kids in the area using basketball. 
 Along with teaching and coaching, Coach 
Fitz owns an elite basketball training organization 
called 3G Reps. The main goal of the business 
is “to help athletes at all levels develop their 
fundamentals and skills and basketball IQ.” It is 
through this business that he does basketball skills 
training with local athletes anywhere from first 
grade and up. However, he does not stop here. 
 Traveling is also something that is often in the 

An  
Inspiration
On and Off  
The Court
Coach Fitz brings our community together  
by encouraging students through basketball.

By Kennedee McAdams
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cards for Fitzgerald. He will frequently venture to 
different colleges in and out of state to do a similar type 
of training. He recently started something new; in the 
upcoming season, he will run a junior pro basketball 
league that is open to students from kindergarten to 
eighth grade. This opportunity will allow students from 
not only Tennessee but also Alabama to participate. 
This is exciting for the students because it will allow 
them to play with various kids from inside their county 
and the surrounding counties as well, sharpening their 
skills with people from other communities.
 Community is important and so is passion. 
Coach Fitz has mastered the art of combining 

the two in order to bring individuals together. He is a 
role model to many and an inspiration both on and off 
the court. 
 Betsy Thomas, a mother of a nine-year-old  player 
whom Coach Fitz coaches says, “Coach Fitz is fully 
committed to teaching and mentoring student athletes 
in our community. He is an excellent role model for all 
of his students and encourages hard work, dedication, 
respect, and self-discipline on and off the court.” 
 Fitzgerald Hopkins's impact in the surrounding 
area does not go unnoticed. His drive to inspire children 
through basketball has already changed the lives of many—
and many more for years to come. -GN

F I T Z G E R A L D  H O P K I N S
Basketball Coach
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A ctor and Director Mickey Johnson has been 
instrumental in contributing to the county through 
his delicious desserts, breathtaking artwork, and his 

phenomenal acting and directing skills. Johnson has been a 
member of the Carriage House Players Performing Arts 
Theater organization for over 20 years, where he continues 
to direct and produce show-stopping performances. 
 Carriage House Players Theater has played a pivotal 
role in the community of Fayetteville. With numerous 
productions and activities set to launch per year, the 
organization is nothing short of unifying for friends 
and family of all ages. It has been a successful and well-
known organization in the county for 34 years and 
counting. The organization is still rising in support, with 

just over 2,100 followers and over 2,000 likes on their 
Facebook page. 
 Fabulous Fifties member Brenda Wilkes said they decided 
to open a theater organization because only one out of three 
schools offers a theater program. Though the organization 
produces shows in the museum on Main Avenue, leadership 
purchased a building in downtown Fayetteville to renovate and 
help community members create art of all forms. They have 
four theater performances each year, with two singing groups 
performing twice a year. Both Wilkes and Johnson have been 
committed to the Carriage House organization since the late 
'80s and early '90s. Before moving to Fayetteville, Johnson spent 
a lot of his time working in Huntsville and North Alabama. 
 Johnson's remarkable acting skills have afforded him lots 

A Round of Applause 
Honoring Mickey Johnson and the lasting impact he has made 
on the community for over 34 years.

By Jeriah Brumfield
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of experience in the realm of theater and production. He played 
Colonel Mustard from “CLUE: On Stage” and the Grand 
Duke in "Cinderella's Glass Slipper." He wrote and directed 
"Frankenstein… A Monster Among Us," a play on the famous 
Halloween movie "Frankenstein." In addition, in 2020, Johnson 
performed in Carriage House Player's production of “12 Angry 
Jurors.” He helped to direct “Sarah, Plain and Tall,” as well as 
“An Old Fashioned Christmas.” 
 He has helped with fundraiser nights at Shoneys as a 
server and is well-known for his tasty treats, like his Sun Drop 
Cakes that he showcases at the Slawburger Festival held by the 
Carriage House Players.
 Wilkes said Johnson is an integral part of both the 
community and the organization and has a lot of background 

and experience. "He has a background in art, management, and 
theater. All of those come into play." Johnson was an art major 
in college, and his knowledge and enhanced skill set did not go 
to waste. Aside from acting and directing, Johnson spends a lot 
of his time assisting the organization with fundraisers and other 
community activities. 
 A small-town man, Johnson is always prepared to lend a 
helping hand to fulfill any needs the community may have. "If 
he's in the leadership role, he will take the lead," Wilkes described. 
"If he is not in the leadership role, he will provide any assistance 
he can." The director is very committed to the organization and to 
helping them progress. Wilkes said the community should know 
that Johnson continues to do his best to help them achieve their 
goals and live out their theater dreams. -GN

M I C K E Y  J O H N S O N
Carriage House Players 
Actor & Director
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T I N A  H U D S O N
Volunteer,  

Hands of Mercy Center
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W hat began as a soft whisper from God to 
one woman’s heart has slowly grown into a 
countywide ministry. Like most churches 

aim to do, Hope Assembly of God was looking for ways 
to love and serve their community in a tangible way. 
Church member Tina Hudson knew a very practical way 
to be the hands and feet of Jesus was to simply make 
sure people had enough food. Thus, the Hands of Mercy 
food bank was organized. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Although it started out in 2006 as a ministry being 
supported and run solely by Hope Assembly of God, it has 
grown and developed into much more. When Hudson’s 
father, Randy Cowan, passed away, she was put in charge of 
liquidating his real estate properties. There was one property on 
Easy Street that seemed like it would not go anywhere! Hudson 
and her mom, Betty Lawrence, both felt and agreed that they 
were supposed to do something special with the property. They 
brought an idea to their pastor and the rest is history.
 Men from their church rallied around the women 
and undertook a remodeling job of the building to make 
it suitable for a food pantry operation of this size. When 
they were finished, they dedicated the building in memory 
of Hudson’s father Randy Cowan. Cowan was a very 
generous man and would have been delighted with the 
building going to this cause. Today, Hands of Mercy is 
located at 101 Easy Street in Fayetteville. It is an active 
501(c)(3) non-profit corporation and is now supported 
by multiple local churches, community organizations, 
businesses, grants, and individuals. 

Difference Makers  
in Lincoln County
 
A food bank that shares the good news of Jesus Christ.

Tina Hudson knew 
a very practical way to be 

the hands and feet of Jesus.

  Hands of Mercy Center is open on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 9 to 3 p.m. Clients who qualify for aid 
can come in and receive free groceries each month to 
help fill in the gap where paychecks or food stamps will 
not suffice. Many people depend on this help and are 
grateful, returning clients. Another extension of Hands 
of Mercy is their Weekend Feeding Program known as 
BOBS (Bags of Blessings). This is a bag or backpack 
filled with non-perishable food. These bags are sent 
home from school with critical-needs children every 
single week. The children are discreetly identified by 
the school counselors and teachers. Hands of Mercy 
volunteers pack about 200 bags each week and take 
them to the schools every Thursday. To date, every 
school in the city and county are receiving bags!  
 Additionally, Hands of Mercy offers several Mobile 
Food Pantries throughout the year. Food is given away 
to the first 250 families present at the events. The food 
bank has no intention of slowing down. Instead, they 
are growing and hoping to be able to help with more 
individual tasks like helping clients obtain a driver's 
license and supplementing more utility bills.
  Hands of Mercy is a volunteer and donor-based 
organization. They are confident that anyone can help in 
one way or another. Below are a few ways you can help: 
Donate food items such as individually wrapped cracker 
packs and any snack items. Donate funds. Donations can 
be sent to PO Box 1215, Fayetteville, TN 37334-1215. 
Volunteer your time. Packing bags, delivering food, and 
working at the pantry are all ways to help. Additionally, 
every Thursday a delivery truck must be emptied on site 
and able-bodied volunteers are always needed! Lastly, 
the ministry always welcomes prayer partners. They ask 
that you specifically pray for God’s blessings, protection, 
and favor for each child, family, school, volunteer, and 
staff member. For additional information feel free to call 
at (931) 433-4263 or visit their Facebook page. -GN

By Julia Eads
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C A R Y  B AG L E Y  S U L L I VA N
Third-generation partner, Bagley & Bagley Insurance
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T he success of a community is dependent upon 
the people within it and how much work they are 
willing to do to support it. Cary Bagley Sullivan is 

no stranger to this concept and has done so much for the 
Fayetteville community. 
 Cary, daughter of the late Sam and Evelyn Bagley, has 
lived in Fayetteville her whole life. She is married to Dexter 
Sullivan and has three daughters and six grandchildren, 
who she hopes all come to love and support Fayetteville as 
much as she does. Two of Cary and Dexter’s daughters and 
their husbands have started their own businesses and their 
youngest daughter is involved in helping the children of 
Lincoln County as well as other surrounding counties. 
 Cary is the third-generation partner of a family-owned-
and-operated independent insurance agency located on the 
downtown square. Bagley & Bagley has been in business in 
downtown Fayetteville since 1907 and they are now within 
their fourth generation of family ownership. 
 In seeking to continue to build upon the successes 
of her community and be as involved as possible, Cary 
actively supports any and everything in Fayetteville 
and Lincoln County. She has served as president of 
the Chamber of Commerce, chairperson of the First 
Presbyterian Church Child Care Board and was a member 

of Alpha Kappa. Cary also served on the committee for 
the Host of Christmas Past event and was instrumental 
in starting a fundraiser for cancer research, The Fabulous 
Fifties Show. The show will be celebrating its 35th year 
in the spring. Countless cancer survivors have benefitted 
from the hard work of the Fabulous Fifties Show over the 
past three and a half decades.
 “Make things better than how you found them,” is 
Cary’s motto. She strongly believes in and encourages 
everyone in the community to get involved and to be active 
in the care and wellbeing of those around them. Whatever 
any individual does in the community, big or small, can 
make a huge difference in the future as well as potentially 
encourage others to do the same. 
 If you would like to be more involved in Lincoln 
County and support the community that supports you, and 
in the words of Cary, leave it better than you found it, make 
sure you reach out to local businesses and organizations 
and ask what you can do to help. You can also join local 
Facebook pages and groups. Make it a goal to seek out 
a need within Lincoln County and help meet it. Create 
events and fundraisers that can encourage the community. 
Follow in the footsteps of Cary and her incredible impact 
to make Lincoln County a better place. -GN

The Heart of a Community
Make things better than how you found them.
By Jada Robison
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E AG I N  E VA N S
School Counselor
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E agin Evans has been the school counselor at 
Highland Rim School since 2010, yet her passion 
for helping others dates much further back. 

Caring for others is not a line in her job description but 
more like a fiber of DNA ingrained in her very being. 
Although being other-centered comes naturally to Evans, 
there are experiences and influences that further nurture 
this quality. For starters, growing up going to church and 
being out on mission trips grew the desire to help meet the 
needs of others. Then in later years, sitting in her college 
Educational Psychology class, gleaning from her professor 

further confirmed her desire to help people on a deeper 
level. Lastly, while working on her Master’s degree in 
School Counseling at Middle Tennessee State University, 
Evans worked at Haven of Hope, a women and children’s 
shelter. Her time at the shelter provided the opportunity 
to learn the needs of people and taught her how to care 
for those needs in a real and immediate way. All of these 
experiences led Evans down the path, up the sidewalk, and 
through the front door at Highland Rim School.
  As the full-time school counselor, Evans cares for, 
teaches, and counsels about 800 students ranging from 
pre-K to eighth grade. She sees students come in with 
“sweet little baby teeth” and leave as teenagers. For 
the younger children, Evans teaches guidance lessons 
on topics such as self-esteem, manners, kindness, and 
responsibilities. For the older kids, the lessons grow more 
complex like bullying behavior, academic success, changing 
families, assertiveness, friendships, conflict resolution, 
peer pressure, and career education. Before students in the 
8th grade transition into high school, Evans helps them 

develop a four-year plan. She also hosts group counseling 
sessions on a regular basis. A former student recalled an 
exercise dubbed the “Hot Seat” that Mrs. Evans had them 
participate in during class time. One person would be in 
the hot seat and the rest of the class would write positive 
and affirming words around the person sitting in the chair. 
This exercise, and many others like it, make a monumental 
difference in the lives of students each year.
  Talking about her role, Evans expressed, “the most 
rewarding part is when the students come back the same 
day or years later and tell me I helped them through that 
time and how they appreciate it.” One of her tiniest students 
once told her, “Thank you for gluing back my broken heart.”  
 While this is the upside of her role, the heavier part of 
being a counselor is hearing the adversities that students 
in her school and community have gone through or are 
currently going through. It's a double-edged sword as 
Evans takes great delight in being their safe person. Evans 
feels this is more than her job, but rather her calling.
 “I truly believe I was made for this. I feel like I’ve just 
been put here to help people,” Evans said.
  As if doing her job wasn’t enough, Evans continues to find 
ways to help children both inside and outside of the school 
walls. Eight years ago, Evans founded a girl’s encouragement 
group called Socialites. The group meets once a month and 
is open to middle school girls all over the community. It is a 
time for the girls to eat, hang out, play games, listen to guest 
speakers, and talk about the struggles of being a teenage girl.  
 In addition to this group, Evans helps coordinate resources 
for children whose needs are not being met at home. She says, 
“I am blessed to be in a position where I can work with others 
and line up families with services and people willing to lend 
a helping hand.” A few of the most prominent connections 
are Clothe Our Kids, Hands of Mercy, and Lincoln County 
Family Resource Center. With their help and the help of so 
many organizations, individuals, and churches, kids all over the 
community get the opportunity to live a better life. It’s people 
like Eagin Evans who make a difference in the lives of children 
in Lincoln County every single day. -GN

The Sweet Spot
Where one's passion and gifts are in perfect alignment.

By Julia Eads

“Thank you for gluing back 
my broken heart.” 
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H elping the community has always seemed to be 
second nature for Charles Gleghorn. He has 
positively impacted the people of Lincoln County 

in countless ways. Gleghorn has been in the business of 
banking for 61 years. He first called Lincoln County Bank 
home as the president and CEO. In 2000, he sold the bank 
started his next one, Bank of Lincoln County, in 2002. He 
also was the president and CEO. While his daughter now 
holds that position, he remains as the chairman for the 
bank. But he is not only responsible for those banks, he 
was also responsible for starting North Alabama Bank in 
1989, where he still remains as the chairman.
 Within his life, he has managed to use his influence 
in various areas to benefit all types of people in the 
community. One of the large ways he has helped the 
community is through pushing for the establishment of 
a satellite campus of Motlow. Tullahoma had yet to have 
a community college prior to the newly installed satellite 
campus. Motlow, though existing for some time, was never 
fully accessible to those located in Tullahoma due to the 
commute. However, this obstacle no longer stands in the 
way—allowing a community college option to now be 
available to those in Tullahoma. This has opened many 
doors for all age groups and has allowed for education to 
feel more obtainable. In support of the school, Charles 
annually puts on a golf tournament that fundraises 

money, all of which goes towards Motlow. Along with his 
investment in the education side of the community for 
both Fayetteville and Tullahoma, he has also benefited the 
book lovers in the area by acquiring the necessary funding 
for the local library.
 Charles Gleghorn has sat on the Fayetteville 
Housing Board for 30 years as the chairman. It is here 
that he has been able to push for residents to find 
affordable housing. In honor of his work, they built the 
Charles Gleghorn Community Center, a space that is 
now used as an event area.
 Many would commend Charles for his acts of 
kindness through the years; however, Charles views 
it slightly differently. He accredits his faith for 
being the thing that pushed him through all of the 
ups and downs throughout his life. He simply feels 
blessed to be able to help others. He expressed that 
there is value in what you are able to do for people 
and it is here that you can find joy throughout life.  
 Out of all of his accomplishments, Charles is most 
proud of his family. He was married for 51 years to his wife 
Joy. He has two children and seven grandchildren. He truly 
is a family man. He clings to his simple life as a country 
boy, living on a farm, and loving his family around him. 
Charles Gleghorn has found happiness through helping 
others, in both big and subtle acts. -GN

Small Gestures  
with Big Impacts
 
A Community Center, Banks, and Housing: 
Charles Gleghorn has changed our community for the better.
By Kennedee McAdams
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C H A R L E S  G L E G H O R N
BOLC & North Alabama Bank Chairman
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O nce a year, the annual harness 
races commences in Lincoln 
county. This race is a legendary 

staple for the area, and in that same way 
Freddie McKinney was a legendary staple 
for volunteering at the races. Freddie had 
worked for the harness races since he was 
16 years old. He was consistent in his 
commitment to tending to the needs of 
the race year after year. His dedication to 
the race began in the late 90s when Ruthie 
Jean, the president of the horse races at the 
time, hired him as the official plumber of 
the event. Then, he started volunteering in 
any instance that rose up. He began placing 
the blankets on the horses and holding the 
winning horses while their photos were 
being taken. This grew to him helping with 
the horses on a consistent basis; eventually 
he started sitting at the gate that leads 
to the track. He would jump up after 
every race to go and help. This became a 
consistent occurrence and everyone else 
working the event always knew they could 
rely on his dedication. 
 In 1955 after his graduation, Freddie 
immediately went to work. He started out by 
working for James Scott, which eventually 
opened the door to his career of plumbing. 
Freddie McKinney was in the business of 
plumbing for quite some time, and along 
with working as the official plumber at the 
races, he was also the official plumber of the 

local nursing home and for many residents 
in town. In 2016, he was selected as the “best 
plumber” in Lincoln County’s Finest survey 
of the Elk Valley Times’s Readers. 
 Freddie's legacy goes beyond the 
harness races. He frequently volunteered at 
his church and was known for the way he 
helped local people. He was the kind of man 
who would show up for the community in 
any way he could. His career and volunteer 
work are all things to be noted; however, his 
upright character is what made him stand 
out in the crowd. Freddie accredited a lot 
of his values to William Lee Raby. Raby 
saw great potential in Freddie and taught 
him how to ethically go about situations in 
his life. Freddie was known by many as an 
honest and loving man. Cindy Harwell, a 
friend of Freddie, referenced his character 
by saying, “I would have to say that Freddie 
[was] a kindhearted gentle giant since he 
[stood] well over six foot.”
  Freddie truly made Fayetteville a better 
place. He had a sweet and pleasant spirit 
to him, making him enjoyable to everyone 
around him. His willingness to pour out 
his time and energy into volunteering in 
various ways has been a huge benefit to the 
community. Freddie McKinney has and 
always will be an example of what it looks 
like to live a life of servanthood.
 His legacy will carry on in Lincoln 
County for decades to come. -GN

In Memory of  
Freddie McKinney
A man who lived a life of willingness.

By Kennedee McAdams
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F R E D D I E  M C K I N N E Y
A Local Legend
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1822 B HUNTSVILLE HWY. • FAYETTEVILLE, TN  
931-433-6081 • WWW.SPRAYSJEWELERS.COM 

Financing Available, WAC

Fine Jewelry  •  Quality Jewelry Repair

REJOICE ALWAYS  
pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances;  

for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.


