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San Jose mayoral
candidate fund
raiser triggers
COVID-19 case

By Jana Kadah
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

A
recent fundraiser for San Jose mayoral
candidate Dev Davis has resulted in one
confirmed COVID case, and a few others

feeling symptoms.
The fundraiser, hosted by Davis’ campaign

team was held at an Almaden mansion owned
by Harmoz Barandar, where roughly 100
people attended on Dec. 17. 

There were no vaccination checks in place,
and little to no people were wearing masks in
the indoor space according to attendees.

On Tuesday evening, Davis’ campaign team
sent an email to attendees about the con‐

firmed case, as per county protocols.
“We sent out an email as soon as we were

aware of the positive case,” Davis said. 
She has not learned of any more positive

cases since, Davis said, but two people
reported feeling symptoms. Davis is also
awaiting her test results, as of Wednesday

morning.
“We took the measures that we thought

were prudent for an indoor event, there was
a lot of space available for people and obvi‐
ously, masks are always encouraged at every
event,” Davis said.

See FUNDRAISER, page 13

A Friday fundraiser for San Jose mayoral candidate Dev Davis, who represents Willow Glen on the San
Jose City Council, has resulted in one confirmed COVID case, and a few others feeling symptoms.

New redistricting map
does not split Willow
Glen neighborhoods

By Eli Wolfe
Article courtesy of 
San José Spotlight

A
fter months of intense
debate and controversy,
Santa Clara County has tak‐

en an important step to finalize
its political boundaries for the
next decade.

The Board of Supervisors vot‐
ed 3‐2 on Tuesday to advance a
map known as draft 90195,
introduced by Supervisor Cindy
Chavez. The map is a variation of
the Yellow Map, a controversial
option advanced by a coalition of
civil rights and labor groups.
Supervisors considered eight
other maps during their meeting,
mostly variations of the Yellow
Map.

Supervisors Chavez, Susan

Ellenberg and Otto Lee voted in
favor of the 90195 Map. Supervi‐
sors Mike Wasserman and Joe
Simitian voted against it.
Chavez’s map is a modified ver‐
sion of the Yellow Map, previous‐
ly known as the Unity Map.

The 90195 Map has a popula‐
tion deviation of 4.1%, meaning
it has a relatively equal number
of people living in each of the
county’s five districts. It’s similar

to the Yellow Map in that it cre‐
ates a “majority‐minority” Asian‐
Pacific Islander district in District
3, and maintains a Latino influ‐
ence district in District 2.

Critically, the map removes Los
Gatos and Almaden Valley from
District 1 and places them in Dis‐
trict 5—a point of controversy
that has prompted fierce debates
in past meetings and legal ques‐
tions from opponents. The map

also unites Evergreen, does not
split the Willow Glen neighbor‐
hood and uses barriers like the
Capitol Expressway and the
Guadalupe River to create natu‐
ral district boundaries.

Chavez expressed confidence
in the 90195 Map’s positive
attributes. She acknowledged the
challenges of the redistricting
process, noting every tweak to an
existing boundary line can have
significant consequences for res‐
idents.

“Every time you touch a census
tract it has a ripple effect on
another area,” Chavez said. “So
these were really challenging to
put together.”

Moving the lines
The Yellow Map, introduced

months ago by groups including
Silicon Valley Rising Action,
Asian Law Alliance and the San
Jose/Silicon Valley NAACP, upset
opponents who claimed it would

See MAP, page 12

The Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors meeting chambers. File photo

Santa Clara County lawmakers choose new political map

S
ymphony San Jose presents
American Masters January Jan.
22 at 8:00 p.m. and Sunday,

January 23 at 2:30 p.m.  at the Cali‐
fornia Theatre, 345 South First
Street in downtown San Jose.

Four composers, whose works
defined America in the ‘30s and
‘40s, come together on one grand
program: George Gershwin, Aaron
Copland, Leonard Bernstein, and
Duke Ellington.

Copland’s expansive, optimistic
Appalachian Spring became known
as “the quintessential American
sound.” In fact, all four composers
could stake that claim. Gershwin
and Bernstein each gave us a bril‐
liant mix of symphonic music, jazz
and Broadway. 

Duke Ellington’s stunning reflec‐
tion on Black history from slavery
to the Harlem Renaissance is con‐
sidered one of the greatest exam‐
ples of long‐form jazz. Drawing on
the blues, soaring gospel music,
work songs, swing, and more,
Ellington created an all‐American
orchestral masterpiece.

Conductor: Tito Muñoz
The Program:  
Aaron Copland: Appalachian

Spring; George Gershwin: Cuban
Overture; Leonard Bernstein: On
the Town (Three Dances); and
Duke Ellington: Black Brown &
Beige

Tito Muñoz, conductor: Praised
for his versatility, technical clarity, 

See SYMPHONY, page 2

Photo of Tito Muñoz courtesy of the
artists and Symphony Silicon Valley

Symphony San
Jose presents
American Masters
Jan. 22-23
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Times Community News

OP-ED

I saw them
kissing

I always wondered why Paris is
considered the city for lovers.  

As I get older, I begin to realize
that perhaps many in our world
forget the wonder of kissing.

Holding hands in some ways
fades as each decade passes and
sometimes partners walk behind
one another.

At the local shopping mall, look‐
ing up while going down an esca‐
lator I happened to view a chance
encounter which made me smile.

It was a girl and guy both in their
teens, going up the moving stairs
and she turned around to hold her
man.  You see, their heights seem
to match as she stood a stair above
him.  It was all unexpected for him
and one could visibly see he was
dazed in this somewhat out of
place experience.

How I admire her courage to
plant a kiss on him while pressing
in and all the while facing back‐
ward while traveling up.

It was a sight to see and she and
he both measured the time of the
kiss as they rapidly reached the
top peaking once to not fall down
and have a kissing catastrophe,
while all the while smiling at each
other and going back to kissing
each other for one more time on
the way up.  Maybe they knew
that the best place to secretly kiss
was in full view of all because no
one seemed to notice or if they
did, everyone seemed to not want
to reveal it. 

This experience is perhaps the
most important in one’s life and
all unscripted with daring and
gallantry.  How many such
moments have been thwarted by
fear to never take place. 

I did not want to spy as they
walked to the right out of sight
but my eyes took in how gleefully
he took his arm and like a square‐
dance tethered it into hers.  The
girl  started a chain reaction of
happiness with an innocent boy
who perhaps had never been
kissed before and he certainly
could not have found a better
tutor.

My memories I am afraid have
become numbed over time but I
could reflect decades ago of my
personal experiences to find my
smile once again.  

As I get older, my leg bones
seem to need oil to move, I under‐
stand more clearly now why in
Paris the act of public kissing is
applauded.  Maybe secret glances
by passers by have the strength to
reawaken fond remembrances of
long‐ago romantic interludes
inside their sacred souls. 

Such chance sights bring hope
and joy in our world to know that
people can find happiness in con‐
necting with someone they might
fall in love with and know that
such things cost no money but
only take simple courage to
achieve. 

Holding hands is most impor‐
tant followed by kissing.  Perfume
and after shave take command of
all air particles.  There is no better
joy in being with the one you love
and having the inner mechanisms
of emotions not follow directions,
teasing mercilessly the logic in
one’s mind while writing the sim‐
plest of love letters to come.

But of course, such mail written
in ink, is perhaps a thing of the
past.

I only know for sure, that it’s
good to witness girls and guys
kiss in 2021 and hold hands with‐
out masks too.

You see, I saw them kissing and
it made me smile.

Kevin Larsen
San Jose

ASK THE DMV

Check some stress 
off  your list and utilize
some of DMV’s 
convenient services

‘T
is the season to…wait in line! Whether it’s at the
grocery store, the post office or the mall, we’ve
all been there – but don’t let the DMV be one of

those places. 
Now you can add DMV to the “nice list” for not having

to wait in line for some online services. 
Q: I saw a DMV Now kiosk at my local grocery

store. What is used for and how can I use it? Can I
use it if I can’t make it to the DMV office before the
holidays?

A: Yes! If you are unable to make it to the DMV before
the holiday season, you can use one of the hundreds of
DMV Now kiosks located throughout the state to help
complete your vehicle registration renewal, submit
proof of insurance, receive a driver or vehicle record,
and more. 

DMV Now kiosks are convenient and allow you to
conduct transactions quickly and efficiently. Simply
scan your document, pay the fees using a card or cash
(where available) and then print your registration card
and sticker, planned non‐operation acknowledgment,
and more, right on the spot. 

DMV kiosks are freestanding self‐service touch‐
screen devices that guide you through various DMV
transactions, from registration renewal and payment to
submitting proof of insurance. To locate a convenient
kiosk near your, visit: www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/loca‐
tions/kiosks. 

Q: My car registration is out of date and I don’t
have time to visit the DMV before the holidays. Can
I renew my registration online?

A: Yes! Skip the line this holiday season and renew
your vehicle registration online. The DMV offers a vari‐
ety of online services that make completing your DMV
business easy and efficient, from renewing vehicle reg‐

istration to changing your address, or driver’s license
renewal – and much more! Find a www.dmv.ca.gov
portal/dmv‐online you guessed it, online! 

In addition to online services, the DMV offers other
methods for completing select transactions to help
reduce your trips to the DMV and save you time this
holiday season, including DMV kiosks and Business
Partner Automation (BPA) locations:

Our Business Partner Automation (BPA) program
authorizes qualified partners to process vehicle related
transactions, including vehicle registration and titling,
from their remote locations. Learn more about the BPA
program visit   www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/vehicle‐indus‐
try‐services/business‐partner‐automation‐program
and what transactions can be processed. 

For more information or answers to questions not

listed here, please visit www.dmv.ca.gov

Kids are now 
learning math on
their phone
New ways of instantly breaking
down math solving 
approaches with cyber help

A
sk any middle or high school student which
subject is the hardest to find quality help with
online, and you will undoubtedly hear that

Math remains the most challenging. Backing this up,
a recent survey of students  showed that math is the
number one subject in 35 states that students are

struggling with this year alone,
making up 35% of the ques‐
tions alone on Brainly’s plat‐
form. 

This is why Brainly, the
world’s largest online learning
platform and homework help
community, created Math
Solver, their online feature
focused specifically on provid‐
ing step‐by‐step solutions to
complex math problems.

Math Tutor is available for free as part of Brainly’s
suite of learning tools and is accessible to all 350M
users across 35 countries, on supported mobile and
tablet devices.

Math Solver, was created to remove the confusion
and anxiety from mathematics and provide users
with a clear path to solving even the most difficult
algebra problems. By simply taking a photo of the
problem, or writing it into your mobile device’s
touchscreen, Math Solver instantly provides a
detailed step by step explanation or a graphic visual
of the solution. Math Solver’s straight forward, step
by step walkthroughs have also been created to help
parents, who are often just as stumped as kids are
when it comes to assisting with math study.

“During the last year, Brainly continues to be an
integral part of how students are learning, with the
shift to virtual education,” said Patrick Quinn, resi‐
dent parenting expert at Brainly. “Math has always
been the most active topic on Brainly so we know just
how helpful this product will be for Brainly users.”

If your kid is struggling with Math, you know that
they are certainly not alone. These top five states are
the ones who struggle with math the most: Florida,
Georgia, Arizona, Nevada and North Carolina. 

For more personal assistance with all other sub‐
jects, Brainly Tutor offers one‐on‐one instant access
to qualified teachers to help solve problems and
answer questions in real time. With Math Solver and
Brainly Tutor, Brainly provides support to both stu‐
dents and parents looking for help outside of the
classroom.

Symphony
Continued from page 1
and keen musical insight, Tito Muñoz is internationally
recognized as one of the most gifted conductors on the
podium today. Now in his fourth season as Music Direc‐
tor of the Phoenix Symphony, Mr. Muñoz previously
served as Music Director of the Opéra National de Lor‐
raine and the Orchestre symphonique et lyrique de Nan‐
cy in France. Prior appointments include Assistant Con‐
ductor positions with the Cleveland Orchestra, Cincin‐
nati Symphony Orchestra, Cincinnati Chamber Orches‐
tra and the Aspen Music Festival.

One of America’s most prolific composers, Duke
Ellington is credited with over a thousand works. He
often called them ‘American Music’ rather than jazz.
Ellington’s 30‐year collaboration with composer‐
arranger‐pianist Billy Strayhorn produced not only
countless songs but several long‐form compositions ‐
suites more at home in concert halls than in, say,
Harlem’s famed Cotton Club. The greatest of these is
Black Brown & Beige.

Symphony San Jose is supported in part by a Cultural
Affairs grant from the City of San Jose. Box office: Call
408.286.2600; www.symphonysanjose.org Or visit the
Box Office between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday at 325 South First Street in downtown San Jose,
between San Carlos and San Salvador Streets.
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ValleyCurrents
cur|rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.
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IN MEMORY

Mary Joann
Gunsaulis
March 22, 1924-
December 1, 2021 

M
ary (Maria Giovanna Mar‐
torano) was born in San
Jose and grew up in Willow

Glen. She was married to Clifford
Gunsaulis in 1951 until his death in
August 1989. 

Mary worked for Alum Rock
Union School District as a Cafeteria
Manager at Cassell & Dorsa School.
Together they had three children,
David Gunsaulis (Chyrl) Linda Gun‐
saulis Loesch (Donald) & Sue Avila.
Grandchildren, Christopher Loesch
(Tara) Jennifer Loesch (Brett Cole),
Joseph Avila (Amy), Kimberly Avila
(Paul Coutts) Jason Avila (Joanna),
Michael Avila, Ken Maurer (Ros‐
alie), Trisha Gunsaulis. Great‐
grandchildren, Gabriella, Leeann,
Lyla, Emma, Andrew, Preston, Gian‐
na, Kenny Gunsaulis‐Maurer Jr.
(Stephanie), Cody, Danielle, Tyler,
Ryan, Ethan, Ashlynn and Kylie.
Great‐great‐grandchild: Kenny Mau‐
rer III. Many nieces and nephews.

Rosary was held on December 28,
at Lima Family Erikson, 710 Willow
Street, SJ 95125. Funeral Mass was
held at Sacred Heart Church, 325
Willow Street on December 29. Cel‐
ebration of Life will be held in early
2022. 

San Jose 
mayoral 
candidate wants
to upend state
housing law

By Eli Wolfe
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

A
San Jose mayoral candidate is cam‐
paigning against a controversial state
law to alter zoning in single‐family

neighborhoods.
Willow Glen Councilmember Dev Davis has

repeatedly hammered SB 9 on social media
and in a recent op‐ed for opening residential
neighborhoods to higher‐density develop‐
ment. She became the first person in the state
to sign an initiative for a 2022 ballot measure
to amend the state constitution to give local
land use laws precedence over those passed
by the state.

“The state making land‐use decisions with‐
out giving us additional money for our infra‐
structure is frankly unfair. By essentially nul‐
lifying that document it silences our commu‐
nity voices,” Davis told San José Spotlight,
referring to the city’s general plan.

SB 9, which goes into effect in January
2022, allows homeowners to divide proper‐
ties into two lots that must be at least 1,200
square feet each and build up to four units
per lot. Davis, who announced her mayoral
candidacy this summer, argues the law is
detrimental to neighborhoods because it has
no provision for affordable housing and will
add massive stress to local infrastructure, such
as sewers and roads.

“It’s just really important for San Jose to
build the density where we have planned for it,
and with public input,” she said.

Davis’ comments have drawn swift condem‐
nation from proponents of the law, who say it’s
imperative San Jose densify housing and use
the law as a stepping‐stone toward building up
the affordable housing stock.

Zoning power
San Jose is struggling to meets its housing

goals in a booming but unaffordable residen‐
tial market. San Jose officials promised to build
25,000 new homes—10,000 affordable—by
2023, but the city is well below that threshold.

San Jose mayoral candidate opposes
state housing legislation

Alex Shoor, executive director of Catalyze SV
who was speaking in his capacity as a housing
advocate, noted roughly 94% of San Jose resi‐
dential land is zoned only for single‐family
homes, which restricts where taller buildings
can be located.

“Any councilmember who wants to solve the
housing crisis needs to look at the developers,
needs to look at their colleagues and con‐

stituents and say, ‘we have to build taller
buildings, and we have to build them all over
the city,’” he told San José Spotlight.

He noted multiplex buildings are already
well represented throughout the South Bay
and integrate well in the housing landscape.

Kiyomi Yamamoto, staff attorney with the
Law Foundation of Silicon Valley, said oppo‐
nents of SB 9 mischaracterize how it will affect
cities. The foundation is part of a coalition in
support of SB 9 and a similar local initiative
called Opportunity Housing.

“Local jurisdictions still have zoning power,”
said Yamamoto. She added she’s disappointed
to see misinformation spreading about SB 9,
including assertions that it will negatively
impact tree canopy and infrastructure.

“Hopefully we can have a fact‐based conver‐
sation and at least a realistic view of what this
actually means for our neighborhoods,”
Yamamoto told San José Spotlight.

Davis argues SB 9 will ramp up congestion in
neighborhoods, which won’t further the city’s
climate goals. She also objected to the idea that
she’s trying to obstruct housing for other peo‐
ple.

“I have supported and advocated for every
affordable housing project that has come
before me and advocated for the ones in my
district as well,” she said.

Inclusion, not exclusion
Roberta Moore, a broker associate who

serves on San Jose’s 2040 General Plan Task
Force, says Davis’ detractors are ignoring valid
concerns, including the possibility that SB 9
won’t create more affordable housing oppor‐
tunities.

Moore says high development fees will
deter people from using the law to build more
homes. Instead, she claims SB 9 will be used to
build more rental units in residential family
neighborhoods.

“That does not create equity—sorry, it does‐
n’t,” she told San José Spotlight.

Sandy Perry, president of the Affordable
Housing Network of Santa Clara County, says
he’s in favor of SB 9, even though he believes it
won’t create many affordable homes in the
long run. But he takes issue with Davis’ stance
against a policy designed to expand housing
opportunities.

“We have to practice inclusion, not exclu‐
sion, if we’re going to survive as a community,”
Perry said. “As long as we continue to push
people out, try to exclude people and not let
certain people live in certain neighborhoods…
our city is going to continue to be torn apart.”

Contact Eli Wolfe at eli@sanjosespotlight.
com or @EliWolfe4 on Twitter.

A San Jose home going through renovations is pictured in this file photo.

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book!

Dorrance Publishing: Trusted by Authors Since 1920

Book manuscript submissions currently being reviewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, Production, Promotion and Distribution

Call for Your Free Author’s Guide 
1-844-593-0381

or visit dorranceinfo.com/almtimes
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6804 Shadow Mountain Ct - $2,700,000 1230 Diablo Way - $1,840,000 844 Bucks Lake Court - $715,000 1286 Chateau Drive - $2,575,000

1080 Micro Court - $2,520,000 6603 Mount Royal Drive - $2,155,000 1299 Swinging Gate Court - $ 2,625,000 6857 Castlerock Drive - $2,900,000

1270 Echo Ridge Court - $1,785,000
represented buyer

6933 Castlerock Drive - $2,650,000 854 Bucks Lake Court - $582,000
represented both parties

1299 Littman Drive - $ 2,625,000
represented buyer
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Times Local News

By Jana Kadah
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

S
an Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo (pic‐
tured right) painted a realistic pic‐
ture of the city’s failures while high‐

lighting a hopeful future at his State of the
City address on Thursday, Dec. 23.

In his seventh annual address, and sec‐
ond virtual speech, Liccardo discussed the
city’s biggest issues. He focused on home‐
lessness, public safety, community resili‐
ency and environmental improvements.

The city’s biggest failure in Liccardo’s
eyes—homelessness.

“I take responsibility for that failure and
for every unhoused neighbor who is in
camps in our parks, our creeks and our
sidewalks,” Liccardo said. “It’s the failure
of decisions predicated on the belief that if
we just keep doing the same things the
same way, eventually progress would
come, contrary to the palpable evidence in
our streets.”

The city’s 2019 homeless count showed
San Jose had more than 6,000 unhoused
residents—a figure that rose 42% from
2017 to 2019. It’s also a figure many hous‐
ing advocates believe is much higher after
two pandemic years and the end of the
state eviction ban.

Liccardo said the city helped 4,900
homeless residents find permanent hous‐
ing since the pandemic’s start, but the
proof of growing homelessness is in the
streets as many roads, parks and creeks
are still riddled with tents and makeshift
homes.

San Jose mayor focuses on COVID‑19
recovery in State of the City speech

Sandy Perry, a housing advocate and
president of the Affordable Housing Net‐
work of Santa Clara County, said the
homeless crisis is “without a doubt” the
city’s biggest failure.

“The lack of affordable housing is the
city’s problem, but I just don’t agree with
their approach because they’re long on
transitional housing or temporary hous‐
ing and they’re short on permanent solu‐
tions,” Perry told San José Spotlight.

Liccardo touted new, innovative solu‐
tions like transforming motel rooms into
interim housing sites and building addi‐
tional prefabricated homes. His goal for
next year is to construct 1,000 quick‐build
apartments and convert 300 motel rooms.

He advocated for quicker, temporary
solutions to be more cost effective and get
people off the street quicker—noting
2016’s Measure A “gave too many false
hope that it would solve homelessness.”

“In reality, the first apartment complex
funded with that 2016 measure didn’t
open its doors in San Jose until 2020,” the
mayor continued.

Public Safety
Liccardo spoke of solutions to improve

public safety “without a gun or a badge,”
like halting police enforcement in high
schools and expanding the community
service officer program. He also pointed
to a program started this year that sends

behavioral and mental health specialists
on calls with police.

But advocates within the criminal jus‐
tice system like Raj Jayadev from Silicon
Valley De‐Bug said the mayor has done
the opposite by increasing funding to
police through the purchase of different
surveillance technologies without invest‐
ing in alternatives.

“It’s really, quite frankly, insulting
knowing that people are dying on the
street and they’re buying new technolo‐
gies that exacerbate the suffering,”
Jayadev said. 

“We’re seeing just an escalation of peo‐
ple that are having more and more real
interactions and dangerous interactions
with police.”

The mayor said San Jose police are the
most thinly‐staffed department com‐
pared to other major cities in the U.S.,
which is why he said he didn’t listen to
protestor calls to defund the police.

“Our neighborhoods invariably tell us
that they want to see more police patrols
in their neighborhoods, not fewer,” Lic‐
cardo said.

Environment and community 
The mayor also discussed plans to cre‐

ate a more sustainable future—noting the
recent vote to make San Jose carbon neu‐
tral by 2030— the first city in the U.S. to
set such a goal.

He also pointed to the 400 miles of bike
lanes recently completed and the installa‐
tion of 2,000 publicly accessible car charg‐
ers for electric vehicles..

Liccardo celebrated the city’s invest‐
ments to curb the digital divide. The city
helped connect more than 100,000 resi‐
dents to free Wi‐Fi and equipped more
than 60,000 students with laptops, the
mayor said.

“We continue to pull together to con‐
front unprecedented challenges,” Liccar‐
do said. “For all our challenges, San Jose
has never shone brighter.”

He concluded by saying San Jose is the
envy of all other cities because of its inno‐
vations and opportunities.

“I’ve provided you with a glimpse of
some of our work so far and of our work
together in the year ahead,” Liccardo said.
“I hold my service to you as my greatest
professional honor I relish the privilege of
continuing to serve you.”

In annual speech, San Jose mayor says
homelessness is city’s ‘biggest failure’
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R
esearch can today reveal the most
popular US national parks on TikTok,
and Yosemite National Park is the 3rd

most popular on the app.
The team at ParkSleepFly analysed the

view counts on TikTok of national park
hashtags in the US (& around the world) to
reveal the most popular national parks on
the app.

You can view the full research here: park‐
sleepfly.com/blog/the‐tiktok‐national‐
park‐index 

It is no secret that Yellowstone National
Park draws in tourists from all over the
world thanks to its incredibly photogenic
landscapes and its unique variety of scener‐
ies: from mountainous landscapes to

waterfalls and forests! This may explain
why the national park is the most popular
on TikTok, with 630.3 million views, 339
million views ahead of second place.

Second place winner Denali National
Park (pictured above) is instead known
precisely for Denali, the highest peak in
North America! The national park received
291.5 million views on TikTok overall.

The national park in the US (& the world)
with the lowest number of views on TikTok
is Kobuk Valley National Park in Alaska,
with only 124 views. 

The research also looked at the most pop‐
ular national parks around the world on
TikTok, with 7 US national parks making
the top 10 globally.

Times Travel

Report: Most popular US 
national parks on TikTok

Top 10 US national parks on TikTok:

Top 10 US national parks in the world on TikTok:



California's new
composting law:
what you need 
to know

By William Bellou
Publisher

O
n Jan. 1, a new law requiring Califor‐
nians to separate organic waste
from the rest of their trash will start

being phased in. 
The groundbreaking new law will forev‐

er change the way we dispose of our
organic waste, in particular, kitchen
scraps.

Senate Bill 1383 requires all residents
and businesses to separate such “green”
waste from other trash, but the program
will be rolled out gradually for homes and
businesses in the coming months.

Fines can be levied for failing to separate
organic refuse from other trash. But those
charges aren’t scheduled to begin until
2024. CalRecycle, the state agency over‐
seeing the change, has lots of information
about the new requirements on its web‐
site: www.calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/
slcp/education

Beginning in 2024, state law will allow
fines for those who contaminate their
organic waste. A first offense could cost
you $50 to $100, with third and subse‐
quent offenses costing up to $500.

Here are some frequently asked ques‐
tions about the new requirements.

Isn’t garbage just garbage? Why are
California lawmakers requiring us to
separate organic waste from the rest of
our trash?

Scientists have found that organic waste
dumped into traditional landfills decom‐
poses and creates methane, a super‐pollu‐
tant with as much as 80 times the Earth‐
warming potency of carbon dioxide.

When do I need to begin separating
my kitchen waste from other trash?

The opening date for organics diversion
varies, depending on where you live. 

Are there alternatives to having the
kitchen and yard waste trucked away?

Yes. Food scraps can be composted at
home or taken to friends or family who
compost or to a community compost loca‐
tion. 

What about food that’s still edible?
Where should it go?

SB 1383 proposes increasing by 25%
the amount of edible food that supermar‐
kets and other large outlets preserve. (It
does not require residents or small busi‐
nesses to recycle edible food.) The surplus
goes to food banks. Businesses can learn
more about donations by visiting Food‐
DropLA. com .

Who’s going to pay for all this?
You are. A survey by the League of Cali‐

fornia Cities found that most local govern‐
ments expect refuse collection rates to
increase less than 20%, with 1 in 5 cities
saying they expect charges to go up more. 

Times Local News

Beginning in 2024,
state law will allow
fines for those who
contaminate their 
organic waste. A first
offense could cost you
$50 to $100, with third
and subsequent 
offenses costing up 
to $500.
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M
ore than 1 in 3 Californians avoid
posting about politics on social media
for fear of being ostracized, survey

finds.
• Almost 2/3 want all their social media

posts automatically erased when they die.
• 38% say they used their spare time during

the course of the pandemic to clear their
accounts of any embarrassing post. 

If it seems like social media platforms are a
hotbed for hatred and hostility, it’s because
(at least one) appears to have been designed
in this way. Indeed, a leaked memo from Face‐
book a couple of years ago stated: "Our algo‐
rithms exploit the human brain’s attraction to
divisiveness." This was further followed in
October, when a whistleblower explained
how the company seeks to sow division
between users, which is why those who utilize
social media platforms would do well to steer
clear of posting contentious topics.

Religion and politics are notoriously divi‐
sive topics. And nowadays, when people post
controversial viewpoints on social media,
they’re more likely to blow up on the internet
given that the algorithms are designed to do
precisely that. 

Moreover, given how divided our nation is
politically, a simple post can bait thousands of
other users to comment. Redact.dev, a unique

software that allows you to scan your social
media history and automatically remove any
contentious posts, conducted a survey of
5,444 social media users across the U.S. This
discovered that more than a third (35%) of
Californians avoid posting about politics on
their social media accounts for fear of being
ostracized by the online community. It
appears women are slightly more concerned
about these fears than men.

The survey also discovered that many want
their online legacies removed entirely once
they’re no longer around to manage their
social media profiles. Sixty percent of social
media users in California think their entire
post history should be completely erased in
the event of their death. Perhaps this is
because more than 1 in 10 (13%) users are
concerned about existing social media con‐
tent posted in the past, that might now be con‐
sidered contentious… Some platforms, like
Facebook, allow users to appoint a legacy con‐
tact, who will have certain rights to the
account when the original users die. Google
also allows users to plan their post‐mortem
account management by sharing certain data
with a trusted contact via the Inactive Account
Manager.

As our knowledge and worldview expands,
oftentimes our thoughts and opinions evolve

alongside. This may explain why almost half
(46%) of users say they’ve gone back through
their social media history and found their old
posts, which are totally different to the opin‐
ions they currently hold today. This might also
explain why 25% say they’ve set their social
media accounts to ‘private’ when job hunt‐
ing…

Lockdown presented many with an oppor‐
tunity to complete tasks that may have been of
lower priority before the pandemic, but still
needed to be done sometime. More than a
third (38%) of social media users say they
used their spare time during the course of the
pandemic to clear their accounts of any
embarrassing posts.

‘If you’re concerned about your social
media history bearing a negative effect on
your future, such as job prospects or your
post‐mortem legacy, it could be worthwhile
for your own peace of mind to go through
your accounts and start afresh,’ says a
spokesperson from Redact.dev. ‘This will
allow you to alleviate stress about any content
you may have posted in the past, which differs
from your current thoughts and opinions.’

Survey results illustrated in the following
infographic: www.redact.dev/blog/digital‑
death‑cancel‑culture

Survey: More than 1 in 3 Californians avoid posting
about politics for fear of being ostracized
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2022 Hiring
Trends 

By Angela Copeland
Special to the Times

T
he New Year is here!
Just like last year,
the world has chan‐

ged. 
Our personal lives and our work lives will

continue to look much different than they did
in 2019. We've found a new normal. So, what
does this mean for hiring in 2022? There are
a few trends you should be on the lookout for. 

Find Your Style: One of the great things that
has come out of the pandemic is remote work.
But, remote work isn't for everyone. The good
news is, not every company is remote. This
means that you, the job seeker, have an
opportunity to decide which working style
works the best for you. I firmly believe this
split of in office, remote, and hybrid work
environments will stick around long after the
pandemic is over. This is the time to pick your
perfect work environment. 

Extend Your Search Area: In the past, if
there were no jobs in your local area, you had
two choices. You could stay with your current
employer, or you could move. But, remote
work breaks down the barrier of distance. If
you're in a small market, you can now fish for
jobs anywhere in the country. This opens up
the possibilities. In some cases, it can also
mean an increase in salary. If you're looking

for remote opportunities, look beyond your
local market. And, just because a job posting
has a city attached to it does not mean there's
no chance of remote work. 

Try New Roles: The job market is tight right
now. Companies are having a tough time find‐
ing talent. This means that when a company
tries to find a perfect candidate, they very
likely will come up empty handed. For the job
seeker, this is great. If you've thought of trying
a new career field, this is the time to try. Hir‐
ing managers are much more likely to give an
underdog applicant a shot when it's hard to
find the perfect candidate. 

Remote Learning: For years, companies
have expected their employees to take charge
of their education. When employees stay at an
organization for fewer years, the company
has less incentive to invest in training. They
expect you to show up, ready to work. The
problem is, in a remote world, it can be hard
to increase your skills and knowledge. It's like
you're on an island, focused only on your
existing work. But, there are many free online
courses available. Use them to keep yourself
up to date while you're growing your career. 

Whatever you do, don't sell yourself short
in 2022. I know that the last two years have
been scary. We've faced a lot of unknown
together, and in quite an isolated fashion. But,
companies are still hiring. And, you are still
valuable. Accept that what is normal has
changed. Make a new set of goals for the New
Year, and let's move forward together. 

Angela Copeland, a career expert and
founder of Copeland Coaching, can be reached
at copelandcoaching.com.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Does cherishing life
require abolishing
abortion?

Dear Editor,
Life begins at the point of concep‐

tion.  No one can deny that after a
human being is conceived it will
develop into the very same being as
those debating this issue.  

What astounds me is that those
who favor abortion went through an
identical development stage as the
being they are condemning to death.
Would these very same people agree
that a similar choice should have
been made about their own exis‐
tence?  How many human lives have
been lost that could have added to
our society in so many ways?

Abortion today is used primarily as
a birth control of convenience be‐
cause people are too self‐centered to
take precautions.  They prefer their
own pleasurable self‐indulgence
over the care and sanctity of the life
they created.  What ever happened to
taking responsibility for one's
actions in this country?  Is it too much
to ask a woman who has conceived to
place the child into adoption?  Nine

months of discomfort is nothing com‐
pared to life in prison for voluntary
manslaughter! And what about con‐
senting to sex with a male; is that part
of the equation too?  Or has abortion
just become another extension of the
women's liberation movement start‐
ed in the late 60's which coincidently
boosted membership on or about the
same date as Roe V. Wade?

Does the father of the child have a
say in this?  And what about the con‐
stitution of the United States?  Are
not all people conceived in this country
deserving of life, liberty and the pursuit
of happiness?  I believe abortion is a
crime against humanity and should be
outlawed. We need to overturn the Roe
v. Wade decision and get back to cher‐
ishing life in this country.  For a country
that murders its children cannot be far
from self‐destruction.

Back in 1973 a Supreme Court
decision {Roe v. Wade} legalized
abortion by a 7‐2 vote. 

Six of the seven justices in the
majority were Republican appoint‐
ees. The only Democrat appointee,
Byron White, voted against Roe v.
Wade. Back then the Republican mot‐
to was government is best that gov‐
erns least. Hence the Republicans
giveth and the Republicans taketh
away. 

Joe Bialek
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By Lloyd Alaban
Courtesy of San José Spotlight

I
n less than six months, San Joseans will go
to the ballot box to pick their next coun‐
cilmembers and mayor. 

Numerous candidates have already pulled
papers, including Cindy Chavez, Dev Davis,
Jonathan Royce Esteban, Matt Mahan and Raul
Peralez who are vying to become San Jose’s
next mayor. 

Here’s a roundup of the candidates who
have declared so far in the race by office. (Can‐
didates have until March 11 to file to run for
political office in San Jose.)

Half of the City Council’s seats — all the odd
districts — are up for election this cycle. Dis‐
tricts 1, 3 and 5 are open seats, with the cur‐
rent officeholders terming out, while Districts
7 and 9 have two incumbents running for
reelection: Maya Esparza and Pam Foley,
respectively. The primary is set for June 2022.

The biggest seat up for grabs this cycle is
mayor. Sam Liccardo is terming out in Decem‐
ber 2022 after eight years as the city’s top
elected official and a previous eight years rep‐
resenting District 3.

With nearly half the 11‐member City Coun‐
cil potentially changing, June’s results could
shift council power back toward business
interests or strengthen labor’s narrow 6‐5
majority. San Jose is generally divided
between the two political powerhouses — the
business lobby and labor unions — and the
business‐aligned leaders lost their majority
last year when progressive Councilmember
David Cohen unseated conservative incum‐
bent Lan Diep in District 4.

The top two vote‐getters in each race will
head to a runoff in November unless one can‐
didate wins by more than 50 percent in June.

Mayor
Next year’s biggest prize already has four

big‐name candidates in the race: Councilmem‐
bers Dev Davis , Matt Mahan and Raul Peralez
and Santa Clara County Supervisor Cindy
Chavez. Also in the mix: former Nevada con‐
gressional candidate Jonathan Royce Esteban.

Davis, who won reelection to her council
seat in November, has pushed hard in recent
weeks against SB 9 , a state bill that allows
homeowners to build additional units in sin‐
gle‐family neighborhoods. She’s made pre‐
serving these suburban neighborhoods a cor‐
nerstone of her campaign.

Mahan, who was sworn into his first term of
any political office in December 2020,
launched his campaign for mayor in Septem‐
ber in what he called a “revolution of common
sense.” Part of that revolution includes build‐
ing up to 5,000 prefab units on 50 acres of pub‐
lic land, improving policing by holding rogue
officers accountable for misconduct instead of
defunding police and building housing around
transit .

Chavez, who has served on the Board of
Supervisors since 2013, has the longest politi‐
cal tenure of anyone in the field. One of labor’s
most seasoned insiders, she was a vocal leader
in the fight to close Reid‐Hillview Airport amid
concerns that leaded fuel was poisoning the
community.

Peralez, a former teacher and police officer,
is terming out after eight years representing
downtown San Jose. He helped launch a busi‐
ness recovery task force to help downtown
businesses weather the pandemic. The son of
an immigrant and the first in his family to
graduate college, Peralez said homelessness
has been his number one priority.

Here’s the rest of the mayoral field
Also in the race is Tyrone Wade, a former

marriage and family crisis counselor who used
to run a homeless shelter. Wade wants to
implement serious criminal justice reform,
including community policing and review the
San Jose Police Department’s use of force poli‐
cy. Wade’s first priority would be to reform the
children protective services system, he told
San José Spotlight.

Another contender is Brian Smith, a political
unknown who lives in East San Jose.

District 1
Planning Commissioner Justin Lardinois

was the first candidate to declare for the West
San Jose seat in April . He’s joined by the pres‐
ident of the San Jose Downtown Foundation
board, Ramona Snyder. The district’s incum‐
bent, Vice Mayor Chappie Jones, terms out
next year.

Snyder’s Facebook campaign page is light
on details, but she’s been a force in downtown
for years. She is a former chair of the city’s Arts
Commission and was part of the team that
helped build a playground at Sherman Oaks
Elementary School.

Lardinois, who has served on the commis‐
sion since July 2020, is also a former member
of the city’s Housing and Community Develop‐
ment Commission. His priorities include more
affordable housing, more opportunities for
first‐time homebuyers, sanctioned encamp‐
ments and safer streets for cyclists and pedes‐
trians.

District 3
Peralez terms out next year and is running

for mayor. The downtown seat has flip‐
flopped between labor and business interests
over the years—before Peralez, Liccardo rep‐
resented District 3 and before him Chavez held
the seat. She headed the South Bay Labor
Council.

Health care professional and former Con‐
gressional candidate Ivan Torres and attorney

Elizabeth Chien‐Hale have already declared
for the seat. They’ll be joined by Gulf War vet‐
eran and 2006 City Council Candidate Dennis
Kyne, Miles Christopher Linden and Irene
Smith.

Kyne, a 15‐year Army veteran and insur‐
ance worker, previously ran for the seat in
2006. Similar to his prior campaign, Kyne’s top
priority is ending the homelessness crisis in
the city.

Linden declared his candidacy last month.
San José Spotlight couldn’t find a website or
other campaign materials for him.

Smith has lived in the downtown area since
1989, according to her campaign website.
She’s looking for a different solution to home‐
lessness with a lot more coordination between
the county and state.

“No group knows what the other is spend‐
ing or how the programs might work together.
There has been no coordination, no master
plan,” she says on her website.

District 5
One of the most highly‐anticipated council

races is the fight for the East San Jose seat.
Three longtime politicians have already

declared for the East San Jose crown: Santa
Clara County Board of Education Trustee Peter
Ortiz , Planning Commission Chair Rolando
Bonilla , and former Assemblymember Nora
Campos , who held the seat from 2001 to 2010.

Ortiz won election to the Board of Education
in 2018, and has kept active in East San Jose’s
small business community. He wants to launch
paid job training programs for the district’s
unemployed residents, sanctioned encamp‐
ments and alternative policing , such as com‐
munity patrols.

Bonilla, a former City Hall insider, created a
grant program in February to help East San
Jose small businesses during the COVID‐19
pandemic. Earlier this year, he asked the City
Council to spend millions in East San Jose for
economic recovery and pressured the council

to increase illegal dumping fees .
Campos is no newcomer to politics. Both she

and her brother, Xavier, have represented Dis‐
trict 5 on the City Council. Her latest comeback
centers around supplying East San Jose busi‐
nesses with resources to survive the pandem‐
ic.

Radio anchor H.G. Nguyen is the latest to
join the race.

Nguyen doesn’t have an official campaign
website, but she has been active in the city’s
Vietnamese community. She hosts San Jose Co
Gi La, a local Vietnamese language radio sta‐
tion.

Nguyen and husband Thuan Nguyen ran the
Vietnamese American Chamber of Commerce
of Santa Clara Valley, according to a report by
the Silicon Valley Business Journal .

District 7
Incumbent Councilmember Maya Esparza,

former director of Destination: Home ‘s home‐
less veterans campaign , has filed for reelec‐
tion.

Esparza will face two Vietnamese Ameri‐
cans for the East San Jose seat: San Jose Fire
Captain Bien Doan and East Side Union High
School District Board President Van Le .
Esparza is expected to draw significant sup‐
port from the city’s labor camp.

Esparza defeated former Councilmember
Tam Nguyen in 2018 leading to a loss in Viet‐
namese representation — compounded by
Diep’s loss in 2020. Vietnamese leaders are
eager to win back a seat for their community.

District 9
After coasting to victory in 2018, incumbent

Pam Foley officially announced her run for
reelection on Thursday. She currently has no
competition, according to the city’s filings.

“It has been an honor to represent the
neighbors of District 9 on the San Jose City
Council,” Foley said in a statement. “We have
been able to accomplish so much—but we still
have much more to do.”

A look at the San Jose city council candidates running for office in 2022

Superheroes
spread good
holiday cheer

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

K
indergarten students at Alex Ander‐
son Elementary School in San Jose
couldn’t believe their eyes when a

group of superheroes dropped in for a visit. 
“This is the best day ever!” shouted the

kids.
Batman, Superman, Captain America, Cap‐

tain Marvel and Thor arrived ready to
spread good cheer. They were accompanied
by the Mandalorian, much to the excitement
of the young Star Wars fans. 

Interacting with the kindergarteners
came naturally to Sean Bassett, who played
the Mandalorian, as he has a five‐year‐old
daughter. He remembers seeing costumed
characters when he was young, including his
father who dressed as Darth Vader to bring
joy to children. 

Bassett said being able to follow in his
father’s footsteps and do something for kids
meant a lot to him.

The children’s faces lit up even more when
the superheroes gifted them with teddy
bears. David Watkins, dressed as Batman,
was delighted to hear the children’s squeals
and peals of laughter. 

“It feels great seeing the kids’ expres‐
sions,” Watkins said. “This is why we’re all
here.”

The superheroes were also able to distrib‐
ute teddy bears, donated by Raley’s Nob Hill,
to students at Horace Cureton, Earl Frost,
Hayes and Oak Ridge Elementary Schools.

Principal Sarah Kates‐March said it was
nice for the kids to see life can still be magi‐
cal. She told the superheroes she was grate‐
ful to them for bringing joy to children who
hadn’t had a lot to look forward to lately.

“These days with COVID…happiness is the

greatest gift,” she said. “I can’t imagine a bet‐
ter gift around the holidays.” 

Instructional Assistant Gretchen Siri said
it was exciting for the kids to see some of
their heroes in person. Siri also appreciated
their giving out gifts. 

“Some of these kids might not be getting
too much for Christmas,” she said. “So, this is
really nice for them.”

Lam said when he hands a child a bear and
sees their smile and the excitement in their
eyes, there’s nothing like it. Nitschke agrees.

“Seeing their joy, I want to spend the rest
of my life doing this,” he said.

Pictured above: Captain America, Thor, Super-
man, Batman, the Mandalorian and Captain
Marvel brought joy to kinder students at elemen-
tary schools throughout San Jose.
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Map
Continued from page 1
dilute conservative power in District 1 by
cleaving off Almaden Valley and Los
Gatos. 

Gerrymandering accusations
Several community leaders accused

the map of gerrymandering because it
would exclude two candidates from the
District 1 election–former San Jose Coun‐
cilmember Johnny Khamis and Los Gatos
Vice Mayor Rob Rennie. They also raised
last‐minute legal issues and claimed
Chavez should have been barred from
voting due to alleged conflicts of interest.

The Santa Clara County Supervisors
voted 3‐2 to approve the 90195 Map,
introduced by Supervisor Cindy Chavez.

Chavez said the 90195 Map improves
on the Yellow Map by reducing the popu‐
lation imbalance between districts and
improving contiguity and compactness of
borders—criteria required by state and
federal law for jurisdictions engaged in
the once‐in‐a‐decade redrawing of politi‐
cal lines.

Wasserman reintroduced the EE 2.0
Map, an option discarded at a November
meeting. He said it deserved considera‐
tion because it has the lowest population
imbalance of any proposal at 1.2%. He
said the county currently has a 17.2%
deviation, well above the state guideline
of 10%.

“I attribute a lot of that to the fact we
didn’t start with the lowest deviation
possible 11 years ago,” Wasserman said.

Residents still unhappy
Residents in favor of Chavez’s map

largely echoed what has been said of the
Yellow Map: that it will provide better
representation to communities histori‐
cally marginalized in county politics.

“It provides our citizens with equity
because of the fact that we will have a
voice in South County as opposed to the
way it’s set up now,” said resident Marty
Estrada.

Several residents spoke in favor of the
EE 2.0 Map, arguing it has the lowest pop‐
ulation deviation and maintains cultural
continuity in South County.

“South County fundamentally differs
from the rest of Santa Clara County in that
our residents do not enjoy the job
growth, transportation services or
income level as the rest of the county,”
said Gilroy Mayor Marie Blankley, adding
the addition of four San Jose communities
to her district will dilute representation
of rural residents.

David Noel, president of the Erikson
Neighborhood Association, unsuccessful‐
ly urged a last‐minute recusal before the
vote.

“I respectfully ask Supervisor Chavez
to abstain from voting on district maps
given her close association with the
groups that funded and created the map,”
Noel said. Several conservative leaders
claim Chavez should have been barred
from voting on the Yellow Map because
she previously worked for South Bay
Labor Council and Working Partnerships
USA, both of which participated in creat‐
ing the map. They also claim there is a
conflict of interest because Chavez par‐
ticipated in a fundraiser for Morgan Hill
Mayor Rich Constantine, who is running
for the District 1 supervisor seat.

The board asked the county surveyor
to prepare a description of the adjusted
supervisorial boundaries, and for County
Counsel to report back on Dec. 14 with a
resolution of the redistricting plans.

Contact Eli Wolfe at eli@sanjosespot‑
light.com or @EliWolfe4 on Twitter.
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Fundraiser
Continued from page 1

An individual at the event who pre‐
ferred to remain anonymous said the
doors and windows in the house were
open, which likely helped curb the
spread.

“But I would have felt better if there
were at least vaccination checks, mask
wearing measures or at least other meas‐
ures in place, so that at least we can
reduce the risk,” the individual said.

The fundraiser hosted many longtime
South Bay politicos including former San
Jose Councilmember Johnny Khamis; Tim
Beaubien who was formerly with the San‐
ta Clara County Association of Realtors
along with its current CEO Neil Collins;
San Jose Downtown Foundation board
president Ramona Snyder who is running
for the San Jose District 1 seat and San
Jose District 3 candidate Irene Smith.

The anonymous guest continued that
they have since tested negative from a
rapid test, but is still feeling weary.

“I got nervous after the fact realizing
that I have to quarantine myself for holi‐
days, and it’s a really terrible feeling to

have this happen right before the holiday
season,” the individual said. “Our county
is at 80% fully vaccinated, so I mean,
there’s statistically at least a one to five
chance that somebody there was not.”

Davis said this fundraiser was not
unlike other fundraisers hosted around
the city and county, however she will be
doing things differently moving forward.

“I think we will probably not have any
more indoor events,” Davis said.  “And I
hope the weather will get better so that
we can have outdoor events going for‐
ward in the campaign.”

Davis said this
fundraiser was not
unlike other fundraisers
hosted around the 
city and county, 
however she will be
doing things differently
moving forward.
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BOERNER

(408) 921-7619
compass.com/agents/susan-boerner/

Susan.boerner@compass.com

THERESE 
SWAN

tswan@tswan.com
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

DRE:  01355719

(408) 656-8240

JACKIE 
JONES

(408) 315-6186
www.jackiejonessells.com

jjones@cbnorcal.com

SHAWN ANSARI
& SAHAR BINESH

(408) 529-4574
shawn.ansari@compass.com

(408) 348-9197
sahar.binesh@compass.com

MARK & MADELINE
CHIAVETTA

(408) 425-2848
www.thechiavettas.com
info@thechiavettas.com

N. JEANETTE CAMPA
BROKER
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www.jabez-realty.com

jeanette@jabez-realty.com
Cal BRE 01327014

DEE RAMIREZ
Realtor Lic. #00683945

(408) 440-7617
Dee@DeeRamirez.com
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Shortage of bus drivers keeping
VTA from offering full services

VTA’s weekday transit ridership has
reached 47% of pre‐COVID levels as
of November 2021 – a marked

increase over the 30% recovery rate this
time last year. 

The improvement in ridership comes
after the agency fully restored daytime
weekday operations in its October 11
schedule update. 

The bulk of recent ridership growth is
concentrated on VTA’s Frequent Bus lines,

which are seeing nearly two‐thirds of nor‐
mal rider counts back onboard. Weekday
bus ridership overall has risen to 52% of
pre‐pandemic levels. The rates of weekday
ridership recovery broken down by service
category are as follows:

• Frequent: 59% of pre‐COVID weekday
ridership recovered

• Local: 50% of pre‐COVID weekday rid‐
ership recovered

• Rapid: 49% of pre‐COVID weekday rid‐
ership recovered

• Light rail: 31% of pre‐COVID weekday
ridership recovered

• Express: 25% of pre‐COVID weekday
ridership recovered

“The need for reliable, safe public transit
has continued to ring true throughout the
pandemic,” said VTA Chief Planning and Pro‐
gramming Officer Deborah Dagang. “And the
trajectory for VTA’s service restoration aims
to improve service for everyone, especially
those who rely on it most.”

The rate of VTA’s weekday ridership
recovery is accelerating. While most years
see a dip in riders between October and
November, this year saw an increase in that
timeframe as bus ridership remained
steady and light rail increased by nearly
1,000 passengers. 

The accelerated recovery speaks to the
effectiveness of investing in the system’s
core service, which was a cornerstone of
the New Transit Service Plan that launched
in December 2019. 

This ridership return is both local and
regional. Routes like the Rapid 500
between Berryessa BART and Downtown
San Jose/ Diridon saw weekday ridership
nearly double in September 2021, com‐
pared to June 2020 when BART service
launched in North San Jose.

To date, the amount of transit service VTA
is offering is at 90% of pre‐pandemic levels.
A shortage of bus operators is keeping VTA
from running full service. 

VTA recovers nearly half of pre-pandemic weekday ridership
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some
supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the

school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 
combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 

Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 
Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:

info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

Cost Estimator

JewelryClocks

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-
Demand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Premium Chan-
nels at No Charge for One Year! Any-
time, anywhere. Some restrictions
apply. W/ 24-mo. agmt TV price high-
er in 2nd year. Regional Sports Fee up
to $8.49/mo. is extra & applies. Call
IVS 1-408-688-5490

The bathroom of your dreams for as
little as $149/month! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options available. Qual-
ity materials & professional installa-
tion. Senior & Military Discounts Avail-
able. Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual
in-home consultation now and SAVE
15%! Call Today! 1-844-988-1663
Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-

1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
855-977-5344

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
877-864-3769 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/almaden

Notices

Remodeling

TimesClassifieds

Cost Estimator
Prepare cost estimates for construction projects. 

Master's in civil engineering. 

JKL Construction Services, Inc. 
751 S. Bascom Ave, San Jose, CA 95128

Diamond Auto Detail
San Jose

Has your car or truck lost its luster? Are you embarrassed to
be seen in it? Let us bring back the shine with buffing, polish‐
ing, color sanding, complete interior treatment, engine steam
clean, overspray, paint sealant and more. Appointment is
required, please be sure to call ahead to get on her schedule.

Rocio Salcedo
(408) 294‑4135
74 S Autumn St
San Jose, CA 95110

Auto Detailing

January 31, 2022.
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