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John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Learn to be a good listener. Your
ears will never get you in trouble.

—Frank Tyger

When you hear Katie Britt discuss
the problems facing Alabama resi-
dents, you see and hear the emotion
of the 39-year-old candidate running
for the Republican nomination for
United States Senate.

And that emotion is genuine. It
comes from her heart. It results from
Britt’s travels across Alabama and
her unique ability to listen to under-
stand, and not to reply, the many
issues on the minds of Alabamians.

So important is that understanding
that Britt spent more than six months
listening to what the people of this
state had on their minds, and on their
hearts.

“I’ve had opportunities to sit across
from good people across this state
as they told me their stories,” Britt
said. “I’ve heard from veterans who
have lost some of their brothers/sis-
ters from combat to suicides.
They’ve shared problems with the
Veterans Administration.

“I’ve listened to mamas who’ve
essentially lost their sons to opioid
use and/or mental illness. Then they
are no longer able to take care of
their kids. These problems are very

Britt visits Russellville as part of
busy campaign schedule 

for U.S. Senate

Local schools return for spring with
‘manageable’ COVID-19 numbers

See ‘BRITT,’ page 9

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Both locally and statewide, COVID-
19 numbers have taken a nasty
upward turn since Christmas, but
Franklin County and Russellville City
Schools students either have, or will,
return as scheduled from their holi-
day break.

In the seven-day period from
January 3-10, 2022, there were 190
new COVID-19 cases in Franklin
County, out of 539 total residents
tested. So far in 2022, 292 Franklin
residents have tested positive, and
that’s less than one-third of the way
through the first month of the year.

The county’s death total from

COVID is 113, with 60 of those com-
ing in 2021. There have been no
COVID related deaths so far this
year, according to the Alabama
Department of Public Health.

Russellville City Schools students
returned to class January 5th.
According to RCS Superintendent of
Education Heath Grimes, the sys-
tem’s COVID-19 numbers were in
the range of what he expected.

“We came back with some definite
COVID absences, but it’s not really
much different than other times. It’s
not unmanageable or high enough
where you have to consider the
remote learning option,” Grimes said.

As of January 10th, RCS had 95

See ‘SCHOOLS,’ page  3



“In Memory of our loved ones...”
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works

and Franklin Memory Gardens
Alvin Lee Prince, 77, of Russellville, passed away on

Saturday, January 8th. Pinkard Funeral Home is assisted the
family.

Unita Ann Baccus Thornton, 80, of Phil Campbell, passed
away on Friday, January 7th. Interment at Ashridge Cemetery.
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RV BOE approves two resignations
at January 6 meeting

students/faculty/staff out with quarantine, Grimes said. Of those 95, 29
were confirmed positive for COVID-19.

In order to consider a return to virtual or remote learning, the system would
need to meet a threshold of at least 15 percent positive, and the numbers are
far from that level.

“As we have said all
along, it’s important to our
board, our administrators
and me that we want to be
in school as much as pos-
sible,” Grimes said. “There
are times we’ve pushed the
limit when the numbers
climbed, but that generally
mirrors projections of what
we’re seeing in this state.”

Franklin County students
will return to class this
Friday, January 14th. This
is the second consecutive
year Superintendent Greg
Hamilton and his board
have extended the
Christmas break an addi-
tional two weeks as a
response to an expected
spike in post-holiday
COVID numbers.

“It worked effectively last year, so when we did our calendar for this year
last February, we approved a COVID-19 calendar. We moved up the begin-
ning of school, starting the first day of August,” Hamilton said. “We can
extend the end of the school year or lessen Fall Break. There are different
ways of getting the required number of hours (1,080) in.”

Faculty returned to work Monday. Hamilton said he had received one report
of a faculty members absent due to COVID.

In addition to mitigating the risk of COVID, the delayed return for the spring
semester also helps with the risk of flu, Hamilton explained.

“There is a flu aspect to this. Before COVID, the flu was rampant when we
came back from Christmas break, and this has helped with that. But our pri-
mary focus now is COVID,” Hamilton said.

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Russellville City Board of Education approved the resignation of two
employees and the employment of one new employee at a special called
meeting held January 6th.

The resignations of Barry Reach, Russellville High School teacher, and
Jaden Peek, an aide at Russellville Elementary, were accepted, as was the
employment in position of Kaleb Hood as a science teacher at RHS.

The next regular meeting of the board will be Thursday, January 27, 2022,
at 8 a.m., with the work session on Monday, January 24, at 3:30 p.m.



Human Trafficking Awareness Day
designed to share message about
second-largest crime in the world

For updates on news and sports throughout the week,
visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other
creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Page 4
January 12, 2022

113 Washington Ave. NW
Russellville, AL 35653

256-332-0255

The Franklin Free Press is published weekly by
Pilati Investments, Inc.

Our publication is mailed to our readers at no charge.

Publisher
John Pilati

Executive Editor
Brady Petree

E-mail: franklinfreepress@yahoo.com
Sales Representatives

John Pilati
Content Contributors

John Pilati, Brady Petree, Christian Medina, Ree Shannon,
Doug Green, Rebecca Thomason, Sheryl Hamilton,

Ashley Cummins, Gail Motes
Graphic Design

Jason Hill

Correction Policy
The Franklin Free Press strives for excellence and accuracy, and

we will be pleased to correct any error in our newspaper. To
request a correction or clarification, call or e-mail our office. 

Letters to the editor
The Franklin Free Press is published by 

hometown people, for hometown people. We urge contributions of all kinds,
including guest columns, picture submissions, cartoons or letters to the

editor. Send any letters to our office via U.S. Postal Service or e-mail, and
we will gladly publish them. Letters must be signed and contain the
hometown and phone number of the author. The Franklin Free Press

reserves the right to edit letters for style, length and content.

Franklin 
Free Press

Copyright Information
Published by Pilati Investments, Inc. Copyright 2018

All materials and content are copyrighted by the Publisher
This publication may not be reproduced, in whole or in part, by any method,

without the express written permission of the Publisher.

Don’t forget
to visit us
online at

www.franklin
freepress.net!

Submitted to the FFP

Human trafficking is the fastest growing and second largest criminal activi-
ty in the world. Alabama’s I-20, I-85, I-10 and I-65 are major corridors for
human trafficking, and specifically I-20 has been identified as the “superhigh-
way for human trafficking in the United States.”

These interstates bring significant trafficking activity into Alabama. To
heighten awareness, the Alabama Human Trafficking Task Force sponsored
Alabama Human Trafficking Awareness Day on January 11, 2022. The eighth
annual Alabama Human Trafficking Awareness Day aligns with the national
observation. 

In conjunction with the statewide awareness day, a media campaign will
educate citizens about human trafficking; raise awareness about human traf-
ficking; outline victim identifiers; and explain how to report potential human
trafficking situations. 

Human Trafficking is a form of modern-day slavery where people profit from

SEE ʻAWARENESS,  ̓page 5
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PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with the Alabama Abandoned

Motor Vehicle Act, Alabama Code Sections 32-
13-1 through 32-13-8, the following motor vehi-

cle will be sold for cash at 10:30 a.m., on
February 23, 2022, at M&N Wrecker & Service
Center, 11833 Hwy. 43 South, Russellville, Al,

35653. Seller reserves the right to reject any bid
and the right to bid. 

2003 Ford Expedition XLT
1FMPU16L73LA27348

the exploitation of others. Victims of human trafficking can be men, women
or children of all races, nationalities and socioeconomic backgrounds. 

To garner support, mayors across the state have been asked to sign
proclamations in observance of National Human Trafficking Awareness
Month in January. Thus far, municipalities who declared January 2022 as
Human Trafficking Awareness Month via proclamations were Aliceville,
Brundidge, Gadsden, Grove Hill, Monroeville, Orange Beach, Tarrant, the
Town of Hodges, the Town of Ohatchee, the Town of Pisgah, the Town of
South Vinemont and the Town of Susan Moore. Alabaster, Athens, Huntsville
and Madison will be signing proclamations later in the month. 

Several municipalities have also been designated Trafficking Free Zones
as defined by the U.S. Institute Against Human Trafficking. Trafficking Free
Zones are an initiative focused on reducing the demand for trafficked victims
via organizational training, signing a written pledge, enacting policy changes
and publicly sharing the commitment to help end trafficking. Lee County as
well as Alexander City/Dadeville, Birmingham, Camp Hill, Center Point,
Cullman, Gardendale, Homewood, Hoover, Irondale, Mountain Brook,
Northport, Opelika, Oxford, Pinson, Trussville and Vestavia Hills have been
declared Trafficking Free Zones. 

Alabama Human Trafficking Summit Human Trafficking Awareness Month
will be capped off by the 8th Annual Human Trafficking Summit sponsored by
the Alabama Human Trafficking Task Force (END IT ALABAMA). The
one_day event is being held on February 4, 2022, at the Renaissance Hotel
Montgomery. To learn more about the Summit, visit https://www.enditalaba-
ma.org/summit.



Florence Lauderdale Animal Services and local rescues
are working with Franklin County to help save many

abandoned animals to give them a chance at a new life. Save Our
Strays needs donations called into Russellville Animal Clinic, to pay
for veterinary services, spay/neuter and medical treatment for every-
thing from heartworms to Parvo. There are also boarding expenses
for the animals due to their medical treatment. No amount of dona-
tion is too small. This group has saved many cats and dogs, and they
need the community's help. Call Russellville Animal Clinic and tell
them you're donating to the Save Our Strays Account. Their phone
number is 256-332-2254.

In celebration of the 120th anniversary of Red Bay First
Baptist Church, the homecoming committee is seeking

120 people who will commit to reading the Bible all the way through
in 2022. Please join us in reading and asking your friends, neigh-
bors, and co-workers to join us in this endeavor. Your life will be
transformed. There are day-by-day reading calendars for January in
the church office. You can also find reading plans on the internet.

Russellville Masonic Lodge 371 is selling Boston Butts
for Super Bowl weekend. Butts are $30 each and may

be pre-ordered by dialing 256-810-1970. Pickup is Saturday,
February 12, between 8-10 a.m., at the Lodge on Coffee Avenue.

Email your event information to us at franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Have an event we can help publicize? Call us at 256-332-0255.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net. Send
your letters to the editor and other creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.



Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon
panels, letters to the editor and other cre-

ative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

And don’t forget to check us out online at
www.franklinfreepress.net!

Saturday, January 15th
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Tim James formally kicks off
third attempt to win Republican

gubernatorial nomination
John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Greenville businessman Tim James officially kicked off his campaign for the
Republican nomination for governor at a ceremony held on the steps of the
Alabama Capitol Wednesday morning.

James, the son of former Gov. Fob James, ran unsuccessfully for the posi-
tion in 2002 and 2010.

James’ platform calls for Alabama to become a national leader in ‘preserv-
ing America’s godly heritage while also focusing on key issues to transform
our state into an economic powerhouse.’ 

Although his formal announcement didn’t come until this week, James
began stumping across the state in December, and he has a familiar face
working with him on his campaign, former Alabama Republican Party
Chairman Bill Armistead.

In an interview with the Alabama Daily News in December,  James said his
strategy will focus on what he believes are mistakes by the state’s
Republican leadership, including passing a medical marijuana bill as well as
attempts to expand gambling legislation.

“This (2021 medical marijuana) law is nothing more than a vehicle to sell
marijuana in Alabama,” James said. 

While the legislation forbids the use of recreational marijuana, James
believes it will have the effect of making it easier for recreational users to get
marijuana into their hands.

James said he stands ready to protect Alabama small businesses and
working families against modern ‘woke’ efforts to “wage a culture war on the
bedrock elements of America’s foundation: faith, family and freedom.”

The most recent Republican Primary, in 2020, saw just under 725,000
Alabamians cast ballots. James said he will conduct a grassroots effort in his
campaign, which is expected to be significantly underfunded when compared
to Ivey’s campaign funds.

His message to voters is that the state’s Republican leadership is broken,
and he is the best candidate to fix it.

“The Republican leadership in large part are what we call RINOS
(Republicans in Name Only) or Democrats disguised as Republicans,”
James said to the Alabama Daily News last month.

COURTESY PHOTO
James started his campaign for the Republican nomination for governor
in a ceremony on the steps of the state capitol on Wednesday morning.



For updates on news and sports throughout the week, visit us
online at www.franklinfreepress.net!

PHOTO BY JOHN PILATI
U.S. Senate candidate Katie Britt  received a $5,000 campaign contribu-
tion Monday from the Independent Community Bankers of America
Political Action Committee. Britt was in Russellville for a campaign stop
at Russellville's Best Western Hotel. She is seeking the Republican
nomination for Sen. Richard Shelby's seat. Shelby, for whom Britt
served as Chief of Staff, is retiring at the end of his term early next year.
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‘BRITT,’ from page 1

PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with the Alabama Abandoned

Motor Vehicle Act, Alabama Code Sections 32-
13-1 through 32-13-8, the following motor vehi-
cle will be sold for cash at 10:30 a.m., on March

2, 2022, at M&N Wrecker & Service Center,
11833 Hwy. 43 South, Russellville, Al, 35653.
Seller reserves the right to reject any bid and

the right to bid. 

2005 Nissan Altima SE
1N4BL11D15C335772

real. And there was no better way to spend the first six months of my cam-
paign than listening to people affected by these issues,” she added.

Britt, a Coffee County native, is married to Wesley Britt, a former University
of Alabama lineman who went on to play for the New England Patriots. They
live in Montgomery with their two children, Bennett and Ridgeway.

Britt served as deputy press secretary and Chief of Staff for Shelby. A grad-
uate of the University of Alabama School of Law, she practiced law with
Butler Snow, LLP, a position she left to serve as Shelby’s deputy campaign
manager and communications director in 2015.

Britt visited Franklin County Monday, including a campaign stop in
Russellville at the Best Western Inn. Britt’s grassroots campaign has seen
her make several campaign stops in Franklin County so far. Red Bay City
Councilman Brad Bolton introduced Britt at Monday’s campaign rally.

“You will not find a more business friendly, pro-business candidate than
Katie Britt,” Bolton said. “My heart lies with community banking and there’s
no better protector of the community banking model than Katie Britt.”

Britt grew up near the United States Army’s Fort Rucker, where she learned
to appreciate the contribution of our country’s military.

“Every day I saw the sacrifice of the men and women serving our country,”
Britt said. “We need leaders who will never leave behind our soldiers on the
battlefield. 

“When they return home, we must treat our veterans like the first-class cit-
izens they are. These men and women gave us their very best—now it’s our
turn to give them ours,” she added.

Britt spoke to a room full of supporters for just over 20 minutes. She shared
the issues she’s learned are important to Alabamians and discussed ways to
solve them. She discussed the border crisis, the nation’s opioid crisis and the
dangers of vaccine mandates.

“I never thought we’d live in a country where the President says in order to
work and provide for your family, you have to have a shot in your arm,” Britt
said. “Is he requiring those coming across the border to get the vaccine? No.
What about welfare recipients? He says there’s a federal nexxus with work-
ers. Well, what about welfare recipients? There’s definitely a federal tie there.
Do they have to receive the vaccine? Once again, no.

“We have leaders today governing through fear and control. I choose faith
and freedom,” Britt added.

As she contemplated whether to enter the 2022 Republican Senate race,
Britt already knew Rep. Mo Brooks would be in the mix, complete with his
endorsement from President Donald Trump. Early numbers showed her trail-
ing Brooks by a wide margin, but as her campaign built momentum, those
polling disparities declined significantly.

A December 2021 poll has Brooks at 31 percent, Britt at 26 percent and
Mike Durant at 15 percent. What once was a 25 percent margin between
Brooks and Britt is now five percent.

“I decided, through prayer and with my family, there was too much at stake
for our state just to sit on the sideline. It was clear we need someone who will
fight for our values and also make sure the hard-working people of Alabama
have a seat at the table,” Britt said. “People are sick of do nothing, ineffec-
tive career politicians. They want someone who will actually get something
done.

“As a senator’s Chief of Staff, I had a front row seat to the challenges and

opportunities of this state. Together, we can see some incredible things hap-
pening from the Shoals to the Shores. We need regulations rolled back so
we can create good jobs in Alabama. I’ve seen first-hand how the Senate
works and I’ll take that experience with me but most importantly I’ll be the
voice for Alabama’s Christian, conservative values and actually move the
needle,” she added.

For more information on Britt, including her bio, vision for Alabama and
thoughts on issues, visit www.katiebrittforsenate.com.



JOB OPPORTUNITY

Contractor looking for
workers for Diana’s
Workforce. $11/hour

manual labor and pack-
ing posts. Must be able
to lift 65-85 pounds and
work weekends. Please
call (256)-324-0222 for

more information.

Kitchen Help Needed.
Full-time or part-time.

Pilgrim’s Place
Barbecue. Call 256-332-
1007 or apply in person.

Farm Help Needed.
Full-Time Job. Call

Thomas James at 256-
627-5672.

Looking for someone to

hang a ceiling fan on a
20 foot ceiling. (256)-

320-6833.

Seeking sewing 
services in the

Belgreen/Russellville
areas! If you can help,
please call (216)-956-

5658.

FOR FREE

Free Firewood. You pick
it up. Call Mary at 205-

494-3668.

FOR SALE

1998 Ford F150 Truck
For Sale. $1,600. Call

256-668-2584.

1992 Chevrolet
Silverado Z71 Rear End
for sale. $300. 4-Wheel

Clutch $150. Drive
Shaft $100. Call 256-

668-2584.

Trailer and house on
3.75 acres of land. 905
Railsplitter Road in Phil
Campbell. Call (574)-

214-6074 for more infor-
mation! 

Sanyo with Manual

Remote & Stand. HDMI
input. Works. $50. Call

256-398-2255.

Candle Making Supplies
For Sale. Pan, Pot,

Round-Square Mold,
Wicks, Dye,

Thermometer. $50 for
all. Call 256-398-2255.

Eight dog crates for
sale. Call (256)-332-
0205 for sizes and

price.

Girls denim jeans. Sizes
10, 12, 14, & tall. GAP,

Old Navy, The Flirt,
Wrangler, Rider & Levis.

Call (256)-332-0205.

Mikasa 80 piece of
Nature’s Garden

Dishes. DA 906 Blue
Freesia. Safe for dish-
washer & microwave.
$145. Call (256)-332-

0205.

Girls shoes. Keds, size
9, 8 pair. $5 each. Born,
size 10, 8 pair, $5 each.

Call (256)-332-0205.

Girls GAP denim jacket.
Size small. $10. Call

(256)-332-0205.

2 Deer hunting climbing
stands, 6 deer hunting

ladder stands. Call
(256)-332-0205 for

prices.

Coffee table with wood-
en top. $50. Call (256)-

332-0205.

Large two-door oak
wardrobe with shelves.
$225. Call (256)-332-

0205.

Nice gentleman’s chest.
Brown wood. $225. Call

(256)-332-0205.

Cemetery plot for sale
at Franklin Memory
Gardens, Waterloo

Road in Russellville.
Located on Prayer Side

of Cemetery. $1200.
Call 256-668-7004.

Two women’s bicycles,
rode very little. $40

each for them. (256)-
324-2407

Fresh chicken eggs:
$1.50/dozen. Fresh

duck eggs: $2/dozen.
(256)-324-2407.

FOR RENT

1 BR Apartment For
Rent. Furnished. Private

Entrance, Patio. Call
256-332-5081 or 256-

627-1916. (1)

2 BR Apartment For
Rent. Large Yard.

Covered Patio, Central
Air. Call 256-332-5081
or 256-627-1916. (1)

RV For Rent. 1 BR.
Cedar Ridge

Campground. No pets.
No smoking. Call 267-

240-6958.

Franklin Free Press
Classified Rates

Yard Sale Rates: FREE,
Deadline Monday at
Noon; Real Estate-

Homes, acreage, lots
for sale or rent. $25 for
six consecutive weeks.
Up to 40 words per ad;
Vehicles, Boats, RVs,
Motorcycles for sale.

$15 for six consecutive
weeks. Up to 25 words
per ad; Pets For Sale

only $10 for six consec-
utive weeks. Up to 25
words  per ad; Free of
Charge: Lost & Found,
Giveaways, and Items
Under $100 (Private

Parties Only).15-word
limit; Commercial

Classified Rates: $25
for Businesses, 15

words or less for six
weeks. Ads exceeding

word limit add $10 per
additional 15 words.

The number in paren-
theses represents the

number of times the ad
has appeared. Call us

at 256-332-0255 to
place, cancel or renew

your ad. Payment is
required in advance of

publication for ads.



Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other creative
submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com. For updates on news and sports throughout the week, visit

www.franklinfreepress.net!
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Heading into the Franklin County varsity basket-
ball county tournament, the Belgreen Bulldogs
were able to notch two key wins to add to their
resumé before attempting to repeat again as the
champions of Franklin County boys basketball.

A win over 4A New Hope and 1A 5th-ranked
Covenant Christian has the Bulldogs battle-tested
before their first tipoff of the tournament on
Thursday night against the winner of the afore-
mentioned Tharptown/Vina matchup.

Belgreen 47 Covenant Christian 40
This matchup is giving off major

Alabama/Clemson 2016-2019 rivalry vibes this
season. Both teams continually ranked inside of
the 1A top-ten polls with each team eyeing a trip to
Birmingham in the not-so-distant future fighting
back and forth for any advantage they can get.
The first two games between Belgreen and
Covenant Christian ended with a win apiece for
both squads with the Bulldogs getting the first win
in the series earlier in the season and Covenant

Picking up some key wins
Staff reports

The Russellville Lady Golden Tigers varsity bas-
ketball team secured a 60-52 win over 4A Central
last week thanks in part to three different Golden
Tigers scoring in double digits on the night.

Jenna Whitfield led the scoring charge for
Russellville with 15 points to go along with three
assists, also leading in that category. Ella
Copeland and Jacey Moore each scored 11 points
on the night as Copeland also had two assists to
her credit and Moore had seven rebounds in the
win.

Jayna Poss scored nine points and brought in six
rebounds against Central as Leah Rushing (three
assists) and Maddy Green each finished with four
points.

Avery Watts scored three points to go along with
five rebounds and Anna Beth Oliver scored three
points for the Lady Golden Tigers.

Wednesday

at 4 PM

Lady Golden Tigers
secure win 

over Central

PHOTO BY KYLE GLASGOW
The Bulldogs currently sit at number four in the ASWA 1A boys basketball poll. And after wins
over Covenant Christian and 4A New Hope, Belgreen has their sights set on a county title.
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See ʻWINS,  ̓page 13
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‘WINS,’ from page 11
Christian notching a win in the Bracy Invitational Tournament.
And in the third meeting (and potentially the final meeting before what

feels like their predes-
tined meeting down the
road in the postseason),
it was the Belgreen as
the Bulldogs took the
series lead with a 47-40
win.

However, the win didn’t
come easy for the
Bulldogs. Covenant
Christian outscored the
Bulldogs in the first quar-
ter by a 10-7 margin as
Adrian Reaves led the
way in scoring for
Belgreen by knocking
down a three-pointer.
Will Bonner and Canaan
Stough each scored two
points in the quarter.

More of the same
ensued in the second
quarter as the Eagles
were able to outpace
Belgreen 13-9 to carry a
23-16 lead into halftime
over the Bulldogs. Will
Bonner did all of the
scoring in the quarter for
Belgreen with nine
points in a preview of
what was to come in the
second half.

A dominant third quar-
ter from the Bulldogs pri-
marily hinged on a 16-
point scoring effort from Will Bonner which included three three-pointers
and going a perfect 5-5 from the free throw line.  Collin Bonner was able
to get on the board with his first points in the contest in the third quarter
with five points.  Belgreen outscored Covenant Christian 21-6 to give the
Bulldogs their first quarter-ending lead of the game of 37-29.

Carrying an eight-point lead into the final quarter, the Bulldogs were able
to stave off a comeback bid by Covenant Christian to seal off the huge win
on the night despite being outscored 11-10. Will Bonner capped off a stel-
lar night by going 6-6 from the charity stripe in the fourth quarter to lead all
scorers with 33 points on the night. Collin Bonner scored four points in the
quarter to give him nine points on the night.

Belgreen 48 New Hope 45
Adding to the already impressive resumé of wins that they’ve accumulat-

ed this season, the Bulldogs were able to add on one more win with a vic-

PHOTO BY CHRISTIAN MEDINA
Over the last three games, Will Bonner (above)
has averaged 27.6 points per game.

See ʻWINS,  ̓page 15
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Send your guest columns, recipes,
cartoon panels, letters to the editor and other creative submissions to

franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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Russellville Varsity Baseball 
program to host winter camp

‘WINS,’ from page 13

Submitted to the FFP

The Russellville High School baseball program will host a winter baseball
camp on Monday, January 17th from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. The camp will be held
at the Russellville High School baseball facility and the cost for the camp will
be $85 with a $10 discount for siblings.

The camp is open for any players in the surrounding area and for those
interested in the camp, please contact Russellville HIgh School.

tory over 4A New Hope.
Much like the Covenant Christian game, the Bulldogs found themselves

behind in the early going, only to mount a comeback in the second half.
New Hope outscored Belgreen 14-11 in the first quarter as the Bulldogs

got six points from Will Bonner and five points from Collin Bonner who went
1-2 from the free throw
line.

The Bulldogs were able
to cut into the New Hope
lead, making it a 24-23
lead for the Indians head-
ed into the locker room.
Collin Bonner scored six
points in the quarter while
Will Bonner went 3-4
from the free throw line
and Cole King scored two
points as he was a per-
fect 2-2 from the line.

The third quarter saw
the margin remain the
same as both Belgreen
and New Hope scored 15
points in the quarter,
meaning that the Indians
would carry a one-point
lead into the final quarter.
Will Bonner scored ten
points in the third quarter
as Austin James knocked
down a three-pointer and Collin Bonner scored two points.

Lockdown defense from the Bulldogs managed to keep the Indians at bay
as Belgreen held New Hope to just six points in the fourth quarter, all while
outscoring them 10-6. The Bulldogs got two points from Adrian Reaves while
Will Bonner followed up his third quarter scoring outburst with an eight-point
showing to lead the Bulldogs to securing the win.

Will Bonner finished the game with 27 points while Collin Bonner scored 13
points for the Bulldogs. Adrian Reaves and Austin James each knocked
down a three-pointer while Cole King chipped in with two points in the win.

The Bulldogs currently sit at 16-3 while being ranked 4th in 1A according to
the latest ASWA polls.
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