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As the semester progresses, you can help your student continue to succeed by equipping
them with useful tools that help them focus and personalize their education.

By StatePoint

Having the right tech
tools can make homework
and studying easier. Not
only can it reinforce what
was learned in the class-
room, it can also help your
child delve further into the
subject. Here are five such
tools to consider:
• Study hour: While dis-

tractions have existed for
every generation of stu-
dents, never have there
been so many at their fin-
gertips than today. How-
ever, you can help your
child carve out uninter-
rupted, quality study time
with an app such as OFF-
TIME, which allows users
to block their phone for
pre-programmed chunks
of time.
• Math tools: If your

child is taking higher-level
math courses, the impor-
tance of having an intui-
tive, menu-driven calcu-
lator can’t be overstated.
Knowing instinctively how
to locate such functions as
finding an intersection, or
converting between frac-
tions and decimals, can
give your child more con-
fidence while completing
homework assignments.
It can also improve their
speed and accuracy dur-

ing tests. The graphing
calculators from Casio al-
low users to move between
menus fluidly for more ef-
ficient problem-solving.
The brand also offers re-
sources to help familiarize
students with their calcu-
lator. Its education website
features tours, product vid-
eos and reference guides,
as well as step-by-step
guidance through sample
functions and activities. To
learn more, visit casioedu-
cation.com.
• College test prep: Stu-

dents can substantially
boost their college en-
trance exam scores using
free online tools. In ad-
dition to its study tools
that complement pre-K-12
coursework in nearly ever
subject, the non-profit
Khan Academy also of-
fers test-takers personal-
ized SAT preparation with
proven results, including
tips, strategies and tailored
study plans for their indi-
vidual needs.
• Customizedmusic edu-

cation: For piano students,
the practice time afforded
in their music class may
not be sufficient. Having
a keyboard at home, par-
ticularly one designed for
learners, can help your stu-
dent truly master the in-

strument. The LK-S450 Ca-
siotone Keyboard, for ex-
ample, acts as a personal
teacher with its Key Light-
ing System that guides the
player through each piece
by illuminating the keys in
sequence. Users can prac-
tice at their own pace, as
the instrument gives mu-
sicians the option to slow
a song’s tempo or break
it down by selecting only
the left-hand or right-
hand part. Built-in scores
and MIDI capability open
up a world of possibilities.
Plus, with the freedom to
change the key of a song
or even turn favorite mu-
sic into a backing track
with the “cancel melody”
or “cancel accompani-
ments” functions, practice
sessions can be creatively
customized by learners.
• Reading inspiration:

Inspire young readers to
develop a love of reading
with a Goodreadsmember-
ship. This free site allows
readers to connect with
friends on a literary level
and to track and review
the books they’ve read and
would like to read. Deliver-
ing personalized book rec-
ommendations to its us-
ers, it’s an excellent place
to discover new authors
and expand one’s horizons.

TECHNOLOGY

Five tech
tools to make
homework
easier

Call today for more information on
our Early Childhood through

12th grade programs

610 933 3635 ext 108

*Educating the whole child
with a developmentally
appropriate curriculum

*Locally sourced organic lunch
program

*Over 400 acres of campus
utilized for integrated
outdoor learning

*Creating strong foundations
for a lifetime of learning

kimberton.org
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By Metro Creative

School offers muchmore
than a top-notch educa-
tion. Being an engaged stu-
dent involves learning les-
sons in the classroom but
also participating in the
myriad activities that be-
gin once the dismissal bell
has rung.
Participation in extra-

curricular activities should
be a consideration for ev-
ery student because of the
vast array of benefits such
pursuits provide. Informa-
tion published in the Bran-
don University Journal of

Graduate Studies in Educa-
tion indicates that partic-
ipation in extracurricular
activities positively corre-
lates with students’ devel-
opment both academically
and personally.
Research shows being

involved in afterschool
clubs and sports promotes
greater character devel-
opment, improved aca-
demic success, good time-
management techniques
and leadership skills and
greater interest in commu-
nity involvement.
Every school offers some

type of extracurricular ac-

tivity, from school bands to
academic clubs to volun-
teer groups to sports. The
National Center for Edu-
cation Statistics says these
activities offer students op-
portunities to learn many
valuable lessons, including
group responsibility and
the value of competition.
Students who partici-

pate in extracurricular ac-
tivities also can be exposed
to a diverse array of people
and cultures.
Some activities also help

students develop theirmen-
tal and physical strength.
The NCES notes that par-

ticipation in extracurricu-
lar activities can foster a
strong sense of connection
between students and their
schools, which can reduce
the likelihood of school
failures and dropout rates.
Extracurricular activi-

ties also are the gifts that
keep on giving, particu-
larly as they relate to fu-
ture academic success.
Crimson, an admissions

support company special-
izing in increasing accep-
tance to highly regarded
institutions, says extracur-
riculars are a critical part
of a student’s university ap-

plication. Involvement in
clubs and more provides
a clearer picture of who
a student is outside of the
classroom and offers an op-
portunity to showcase vari-
ous skills and interests.
Furthermore, diversify-

ing one’s interests through
extracurricular activities
broadens a person’s world
view and improves self-es-
teem. These are benefits
that can ultimately help
students become well-
rounded persons and suc-
cessful professionals.
While people are quick

to view extracurriculars

for the academic advan-
tages they provide, one of-
ten overlooked benefit is
the social benefits of these
pursuits. One of the best
and easiest ways to make
friends is through extra-
curricular activities. Fel-
low participants share the
same interests and that
can lay a solid foundation
for lasting friendships.
Students who view ex-

tracurriculars as vital com-
ponents of their school ex-
periences can reap the
rewards of being active
members of their campus
communities.

EXTRACURRICULARS

There are many benefits
to extracurricular activities

Saint Francis Academy...

Teaching God’s children since 1743

• Full Day academic programs for

Kindergarten and PreK 4

• Smart Boards and 1:1

Chromebooks in the classrooms

• Affordable Monthly tuition

Caring and safe
environment that

helps students grow
intellectually, socially,

and spiritually

668 Pine Street, Bally

Phone 610-845-7364

www.mbsbally.org
contact Carolyn Graczyk

Cgraczyk@mbsbally.org
Registration is open for PreK 4 and Kindergarten.

CALL FOR A TOUR!!

Virtual Open Houses
PK-1st Grade January 27 | 5:30-6:30 pm
Middle School February 3 | 6:00-7:00 pm
2nd-5th Grade February 1- | 6:00-7:00 pm
Register at montgomeryschool.org today!

Right
from theStart
Join us for a virtual open house
and see how meeting the specific foundational needs
of young students helps them learn how, when,
and where they learn best – right from the start.
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By StatePoint

If you’re like the major-
ity of parents, you both
value the importance of a
college degree, while har-
boring anxiety about the
price tag.
In a recent College Ave

Student Loans parent sur-
vey conducted by Barnes
& Noble Insights, 85% of
parents agree that earn-
ing a degree is more im-
portant than ever. At the
same time, most parents
surveyed agree that the
cost of college is more of
a financial burden than
in previous years, that
the cost is surprisingly
high, and find paying to
be stressful.
As you begin making

your financial plans, con-
sider these tips:
• Build a smart college

list: Encourage your child
to apply to a mix of pri-
vate and public schools

as sometimes merit aid
from private universities
can make costs compara-
ble to public options. By
applying to a variety of
schools, you can compare
financial aid award pack-
ages and identify a school
that’s not only a good ac-
ademic and social fit, but
a good financial fit as well.
• Apply for financial

aid: Create a spreadsheet
listing financial aid dead-
lines and requirements,
which vary by school and
state. You can check with
your school’s financial aid
office to learn what paper-
work is needed.
Oct. 1 marked the day

you could begin filing the
FAFSA (Free Application
for Federal Student Aid).
Complete the FAFSA this
fall and every year your
child attends college. Do-
ing so is the key to unlock-
ing scholarships, grants,
work-study and federal

student loans. This also
was the date you could
begin filing the CSS Pro-
file, an online application
that nearly 400 colleges,
universities, professional
schools, and scholarship
programs use to award
more than $9 billion in fi-
nancial aid annually.
• Look for scholarships:

Have your college-bound
student seek out and ap-
ply for reputable scholar-
ships. Be sure to read the
fine print to understand
the terms. One easy one
to apply for is the Col-
lege Ave Student Loans
$1,000 monthly scholar-
ship sweepstakes.
• Review your finances:

The overwhelming major-
ity of parents (97%) plan
to help pay for their child’s
college education, accord-
ing to the College Ave sur-
vey. Of those, 62% plan to
draw from their income
and savings to do so.Make

time this fall to review
your financial resources
to determine how much
you can contribute with-
out sacrificing your retire-
ment goals. You may need
to get creative. For exam-
ple, 1 out of 10 parents sur-
veyed find extra income
from a side hustle.
• Prep your student:

Many students learn their
first money management
lessons in college. Give

your child the financial
know-how needed to hit
the ground running. Dis-
cuss how to create and
stick to a budget, how to
build an emergency sav-
ings account, and how to
avoid peer pressure when
it comes to spending. For
example, just because
a friend is dining out
or traveling frequently,
doesn’t mean your child
has to do the same. Also,

discuss how they can con-
tribute to their education
costs. Creating financial
goals now will help set
your child up for finan-
cial success.
• Get savvy: As you nav-

igate the financial road to
college, stay savvy by ref-
erencing the free tips, re-
sources, guides and fi-
nancial expert advice
available at collegeavestu-
dentloans.com/blog.

COLLEGEPLANNING

Tips to kick-start the financial road to college

STATEPOINT

College costs can surprise many families. Don’t get caught off guard. To get financially
prepared, use the year ahead to explore all your financing options and formulate a plan.

Open
House

St. Teresa of
Calcutta
Education
Center

Sunday,
January 30th
1pm-2:30pm

256 Swamp Pike,
Schwenksville, Pa 19473
www.stcschool.com
610-287-2500

National Blue Ribbon School of
Excellence
Archdiocese of Philadelphia
School of Distinguished Instruction
Middle States Accredited
PA Certified Faculty
Foreign Language Program
Full Day Kindergarten
After School CARES
Summer Camp

2022-2023
Registration
for School and

Child Care
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By Media-Providence Friends
School

Med ia -P rov idenc e
Friends School in Me-
dia, Delaware County,
has announced the ex-
pansion of its preschool
program, opening to
students age 2 for the
2022-23 school year.
This inaugural class

of preschool 2-year-olds
will join the preschool
3 and 4 classes for a
whole-child, Quaker-val-
ues based Friends edu-
cation in the heart of
downtown Media.
From age 2 through

grade 8, MPFS awak-
ens the passion and po-
tential of all individuals
within a welcoming, di-
verse community led by
Quaker values.
Preschool: beginning

at age 2
Research shows that

the younger school years
are the most crucial in
developing a student’s
positive attitude to-
wards learning.
Beginning with the

2-year-old program and
carrying into the lower-
and midd le - s chool
grades, MPFS strives
to develop an indepen-
dence, resilience, confi-
dence and curiosity that
sets its graduates apart,
all while waking up in
the morning excited to

go to school.
Within a secure and

stimulating learning en-
vironment, MPFS pre-
school and specialist
teachers engage chil-
dren’s natural curiosity,
helping to build their
confidence as they dis-
cover the world and find
joy in learning.
Association with a

larger learning insti-
tution not only gives
preschoolers access to
building facilities such
as the library/media
center and full gym, but
it also affords daily op-
portunities for them to
interact with older stu-
dents and adults who
are role models, mentors
and true friends.
Being known and

cared for within a
strong, supportive com-
munity empowers these
youngest students to
take risks in their learn-
ing, to grow in indepen-
dence and joyfully em-
brace their own individ-
uality.
MPFS’ preschool is a

sequential three-year
program beginning at
age 2 that encompasses
social, emotional, phys-
ical and cognitive devel-
opment.
In a school day bal-

anced between free play
and learning through
thought fu l ly s t ruc -

tured multi-sensory les-
sons, the child-centered
curriculum provides a
strong foundation in
basic skills in literacy,
math, science, social
studies, art, physical
education, Spanish and
music.
Par t icular empha-

sis is placed on the in-
tentional teaching of
self-care, conflict reso-
lution and other social
and emotional skills de-
signed to foster commu-
nity building as well as
confidence and happi-
ness in each child.
Learn more about

Early Childhood at
MPFS at www.mpfs.org/
academics/earlychild-
hood.
For questions about

this or any of the school’s
programming, contact
Director of Admissions
and Programming An-
gela DiMaria at 610-565-
1960, ext. 104..
The MPFS campus

and admissions office
remains open during
the COVID-19 outbreak
and continues to accept
applications on a rolling
basis.
Prospective families

are invited to register
for its next live Virtual
Open House at mpfs.
org/rsvp. To learn more,
visit our website, www.
mpfs.org.

MEDIA-PROVIDENCEFRIENDSSCHOOL

Media-Providence
Friends School adds
preschool program
for 2022-23

COURTESY OF MEDIA-PROVIDENCE FRIENDS SCHOOL

Preschool 3and 4classes at Media-Providence Friends School can’t wait to welcome
their 2-year-old friends.

Media-Providence
Friends School

MEANINGFUL LEARNING, PURPOSEFUL LIFE

Virtual Open House: February 25 at 10AM
R S V P t o d a y a t m p f s . o r g / r s v p

Now E n r o l l i n g S t u d e n t s A g e 2 - G r a d e 8

14 MEDIANEWS GROUP| EDUCATIONGUIDE | JANUARY 2022



By Metro Creative

Busy schedules, hybrid
learning and demanding
coursework have affected
students’ academic perfor-
mance over the last year-
plus. The months since a
pandemic was declared in
March of 2020 have been
unlike any other, and con-
fronting the academic
challenges of the pan-
demic may have adversely
affected some students’
grades.
A recent report from

the Fairfax County Pub-
lic Schools Office of Re-
search and Strategic Im-
provement in Virginia
found the number of mid-
dle and high school stu-
dents with two or more
failing marks increased
by 83% percent in the first
quarter of the 2020-2021
school year compared to
the year prior.
But students’ grades

may slide or they may find
certain school work overly
challenging even in nor-
mal years. Since many par-
ents have not seen a peri-
odic table or had to solve
high school math prob-
lems in decades, tutors
may be just what students
need to regain their aca-
demic footing.
Failing grades are not

necessarily the most nota-
ble indicator that students
can benefit from the ser-
vices of a tutor. The Princ-
eton Review says 25% of
high school students say
homework is their big-
gest source of stress, and
homework progress can
help parents determine if
it’s time to call in a tutor.
Students who find their

homework is taking too
long, particularly double
or triple the amount of
time it once required, may
need some extra help. Here
are some additional indi-
cators that a tutor may be
needed.

• Declining test scores:
Some students are simply
poor test takers, but a
gradual or sudden decline
in test scores may indicate
students are having trouble
mastering material. Teach-
ers can pinpoint if certain
concepts are overly chal-
lenging to students and
notify parents if there are
any problem areas.

• Poor time management
or focus: Students who
are struggling may have
their attention drift or they
put off doing tasks because
they don’t grasp the as-
signments.

• Lack of homework help
at home: Parents may
have prior commitments
during the times of day
when their children are do-
ing homework. Even when
parents are home, they may
discover that the concepts
covered in school are not
being taught in the ways
parents learned them and
they may have difficulty
assisting their children.
Tutors can step in and help
students when parents
cannot.

• Learning disorder:
Certain students learn
differently from others due
to a diagnosed or undiag-
nosed learning disorder.
A child who is struggling
with reading, phonics,
spelling, and writing may
have dyslexia, according
to the tutoring experts at
Dyslexia Practitioner NJ.
Tutors who specialize in
learning disorders can as-
sess and address learning
conflicts and tailor instruc-
tions in ways that can help
students overcome those
challenges.

• Students shut down
or say they hate school:
Disinterest in school or

expressions of hating going
to school may be indica-
tive of academic struggles
in the classroom, says the
Princeton Review. Some
students get so frustrated
they simply give up. Tutors
can solve learning puzzles
and help get students back
on track and reignite their
interest in school.
Tutors can be valuable

resources for students who
need some one-on-one at-

tention to master general
learning concepts or rein-
force skills for key tests or
projects.

METRO CREATIVE CONTENT

Tutors can be valuable
resources for students

who need some one-on-
one attention to master

general learning concepts
or reinforce skills for key

tests or projects.

EDUCATION

When it’s time to call in a tutor
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www.HolyChildRosemont.org

Providing a s tudent-centered l earning e xperience 
where i nquiry, e xploration, a nd c uriosity a re v alued

Independent C    atholic C    o-Ed P    reschool - G rade 8 
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ByCourtney
Diener-Stokes
ForMediaNews Group

Two of our region’s
independent schools are
unique because of their
approaches to education that
take much more than the
mind into consideration.
While each of them has

its own unique philosophy
steeped in history, they
also share an underlying
foundation that’s rooted in a
student’s well-being.
While the pandemic

has shone a light on the
importance of tending to
one’s overall wellness, the
Kimberton Waldorf School
in Chester County and the
Academy of Notre Dame de

Namur in Delaware County
have been way ahead of their
time in addressing this.
Coincidentally, both

of these private college-
preparatory day schools
welcomed new leadership
at the start of the 2021-2022
school year.

Waldorf education
Dr. Brad Kershner, dean of

school at KimbertonWaldorf
School, a co-ed school for
children in early childhood
through high school located
in Kimberton, moved his
family fromDurham, N.C., to
take on the position.
He shared his draw to

Waldorf education.
“Waldorf education is

really special because it is

built upon a really deep and
thoughtful understanding
of what it means to be a
humanandachild,”Kershner
said. “It’s so special to have
such a comprehensive and
thoughtful, broad vision of
the whole growth process.”
Similarly, Dr. Laura

Hotchkiss, head of school
at Notre Dame in Villanova,
relocated from Los Angeles
to oversee all internal and
external elements of the all-
girls’ Catholic school.
Hotchkiss shared aspects

of Notre Dame that most
attracted her: “The unique
positioning of the school
through the care and
attention. The heart, mind
and body education.”

Givegirls a space
Hotchkiss said the

Academy was founded to
give girls a space where their
voices could be heard and
where they could be given
an opportunity to lead. They
persist in preserving their
mission that was established
when the school was founded
in 1856.
Catering to young women

in grades 6 through 12, the
overarching goal beyond
academics is to lift up all
women so that they can then
lift up their communities.
“Girls are the voice here

and they lead everything we
do,” Hotchkiss said. “More
competence leads to more
confidence.”
The social, emotional

and mental well-being of
the Academy’s students
is prioritized in campus
ministry, through their
mental health program and
advisory.
“We focus on heart, mind

and body,” Hotchkiss said.
“Our students can lead and
have a voice when they are
well.”
The necessity of three

facets is also what grounds
the curriculum of Kimberton
WaldorfSchoolat its400-plus-
acre campus. In their case, it

EDUCATION

UNIQUE PHILOSOPHIES ARE DRIVING
EDUCATION AT TWO PRIVATE SCHOOLS

Kimberton is a co-educa-
tional independent private
school for early childhood
through 12th grade lo-
cated in Kimberton, Chester
County. It’s a place where
academics, nature and
the arts converge to form
a holistic curriculum that
represents a 100-year heri-
tage of Waldorf education.
Graduates of Kimberton
are encouraged to respond
to the needs of the world
around them and are ac-
complished in the fields of
medicine, law, social justice,
environmental science, busi-
ness and the arts, among
others. There are 1,000Wal-
dorf schools in 64countries
around the globe.
For more information:
www.kimberton.org

ABOUT ACADEMY OF
NOTRE DAME DE NAMUR
Notre Dame is an inde-
pendent all-girls Catholic
college-preparatory school
in Villanova, Delaware Coun-
ty. Since 1856, the school
has educated, empowered
and inspired young women
for a lifetime of leader-
ship and service guided by
their Catholic faith and an
abiding trust in God. Their
graduates are leading and
contributing to medicine,
art, law, science, education
and business throughout
the world setting the stan-
dard for social responsibil-
ity through their lives and
actions.
For more information:
www.ndapa.org

ABOUT KIMBERTON
WALDORF SCHOOL

COURTESY OF THE ACADEMY OF NOTRE DAME DE NAMUR

Dr. Laura Hotchkiss, center, head of school at the Academy
of Notre Dame de Namur, pictured with students.

PRIVATE»PAGE6

Details: DonauSchule.org
610 644-5823

You have always wondered how German
‘works’ and sounds; for adults and teens.

German Kindergarten class
enrolling NOW - ages 3 to almost 5.

Classes begin
September 10, 2022.

German Language
for Teens and Adults
at The DonauSchule

held at the school rooms of the
Paoli Presbyterian Church,

225 S.Valley Road,
Paoli 19301.

Ardmore United Methodist
Preschool

200 ARGYLE ROAD ARDMORE PA 19003

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

610-642-5741

PROGRAM AGES:
2 YEARS & 7 MONTHS

3 YEAR OLD
4 YEAR OLD (PRE-K)

Convenient pick up
and drop off at the door,

greeted by our
wonderful teachersMUSIC, SCIENCE,

GYM CLASSES

ONCE A WEEK

AMAZINGOUTDOORPLAY AREA

CONTACT: AUMPRESCHOOL@VERIZON.NET
WWW.AUMPRESCHOOL.COM

Hours:8:50 am-11:30 am
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It’s not too late!
Apply now for Fall 2022!

shanahan.org | admissions@shanahan.org
610-343-6206

Save the Date
& Visit this Spring!
7th Grade Practice Exam | March 5th

7th GradeVisitation Day | March 24th

Spring Personal Tour Day | April 9th

Shadow Day by Request

Three Reasons to Visit
Bishop Shanahan this Spring
Bishop ShanahanHigh School (BSHS) is more than just a
high school. It is an experience that offers young men and
women an educational journey of academic excellence, rich
extracurricular opportunities, and a community that radiates
the Christ-centered values of love, respect, and responsibility.
Now is the time to start your admissions journey to become a
Shanahan Eagle. There are many opportunities to visit in the
months ahead.

After an exciting fall sports season, upcoming winter and
spring sports games are a must-see.Winter sports include
boys’ and girls’ basketball, boys’ and girls’ ice hockey club,
swimming/diving, and boys’ and girls’ indoor track club.
Spring sports feature baseball, boys’ and girls’ lacrosse, boys’
rugby 15s, girls’ rugby 7s, softball, boys’ tennis, and boys’
and girls’ track and field. Last season, the girls’ lacrosse team
claimed the Ches-Mont League title as well as its first ever
PIAADistrict 1 2AChampionship, and later competed in the
state playoffs. Visit shanahan.org/teams to see all of the BSHS
teams’ schedules.

BSHS will be hosting its one-day exclusive Practice Scholarship
Exam onMarch 5th from 8:00 AM to 11:30 AM. This is an
excellent opportunity for 7th graders to prepare for the 8th
Grade Scholarship Exam which will be held in October 2022.
Last year, Shanahan offered ten renewable scholarships for
the top scorers of the 8th Grade Scholarship Exam. Seventh
Grade Visitation Day follows soon after onMarch 24th. This
fun day offers personalized tours of the school, one-on-one
time with current students, an activities fair with club and
sport leaders, and interactive games for peer-to-peer action.

The last exclusive opportunity to visit Shanahan arrives on
April 9, the Spring Personal Tour Day. Attendees experience
a first-hand look at BSHS with a Shanahan ambassador
accompanying them on a customized tour.

For these opportunities andmore, connect with the BSHS
Admissions Team at shanahan.org/whybshs or
admissions@shanahan.org.
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paadvertising@medianewsgroup.com

With our help the
solution is easy.

BEGIN YOUR

BRANDYWINEYMCA
295 Hurley Road
Coatesville, PA 19320

JENNERSVILLEYMCA
880 W. Baltimore Pike
West Grove, PA 19390

KENNETTAREAYMCA
101 Race Street
Kennett Square, PA 19348

LIONVILLECOMMUNITYYMCA
100 Devon Drive
Exton, PA 19341

OCTORARAYMCA
104 Highland Road, Suite 1
Atglen, PA 19310

OSCARLASKOYMCA
1 E. Chestnut Street
West Chester, PA 19380

UPPERMAINLINEYMCA
1416 Berwyn-Paoli Road
Berwyn, PA 19312

WESTCHESTERAREAYMCA
605 Airport Road
West Chester, PA 19380

branches of the
YMCA of Greater Brandywine

• Preschool andChildcare
6 weeks to 5 years

•Montessori
18 months to 6 years

• Kindergarten
4 years and 7 months
by August

• Before andAfter
School Care
Kindergarten to 6th Grade

YMCAGBW.ORG/YMCA-ACADEMY

JOURNEY!
Your entire family will find educational
and enriching offeringswhile pursuing

an active life.

Enrichment programs are available for all ages:

As the largest provider of licensed childcare in
Chester County, our expertise is unparalleled.
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By MediaNews Group

Kutztown University
recently established its Pell
Promise scholarships to help
students in need.
Beginning in the 2022 fall

semester for newly accepted
students, the KU Pell
Promise scholarship covers
the entire cost of student
tuition and mandatory fees
after the student’s federal
grants (Pell and SEOG)
and Pennsylvania state
grants, as well as additional
institutional scholarships
that have been awarded.
The Pell Promise is

Kutztown University ’s
c o m m i t m e n t t o
undergraduate students to
close the gap between merit
andneed-based aid received,
tuition and fees.
To be eligible for the KU

Pell Promise, studentsmust:
• Be admitted into an

undergraduate program for
your first bachelor’s degree.
• Be classified as a

Pennsylvania resident; and
qualify for in-state tuition.
• Be eligible for Pell Grant

and PA State Grant (state
application required).
• Be an incoming

freshmanwith a cumulative
high school GPA of 3.0 or
above (on a 4.0 scale), or an
incoming transfer with a
cumulative college GPA of
3.0 or above.
• Be enrolled full-time

at the end of the drop/add
period each semester.
This award requires that

a studentmaintain full-time
enrollment up to 18 credits
per semester. To maintain
eligibility, students must
remain in good standing

and continue to meet the
eligibility requirements
listed above.
Students can receive

the scholarship for eight
consecutive semesters for
new students (six semesters
for transfer students).
At the end of each

academic year, students
must earn at least 24 new
credits with a 2.5 or higher
GPA.
Students must file the

FAFSA every year and
remain Pell and PA State
grant eligible to renew the
KU Pell Promise. Students
are automatically considered
when they apply to KU
and submit a completed,
processed FAFSA to KU.
Questions can be directed to
KU’s Office of Financial Aid
at financialaid@kutztown.
edu.

KUTZTOWNUNIVERSITY

COURTESY OF KUTZTOWN UNIVERSITY

KU creates scholarships for
Pell Grant eligible students

MAJOR IN DISCOVERING
YOURSELF

An excellent education at an affordable price.

130+ exceptional majors available in your backyard.

289-acre campus with outstanding, safe facilities.

80% of students receive some type of financial aid.

Academic opportunities like internships, research
and study abroad.

www.kutztown.edu
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is the head, heart and hands
that Kershner referred to
with deep reverence. Despite
the school’s 80-year history
grounding the curriculum,
Kimberton is continually
reflecting on and refining it
with what Kershner referred
toas “responsible innovation.”
“Waldorf curriculum is an

evolving lineage of thinking
about how to educate and
how to teach in a way that is
really going to help children
grow in a holistic way,” he
said. “It’s about how do we
stay grounded in our hands
and hearts in addition to our
heads.”

Honorandnurture
The intentional way the

curriculum and experiences
progress for each child from
early childhood throughhigh
school at Kimberton is aimed
tohonorandnurture the lived
experience of children.
“It’s a school environment

that really allows us to keep
the things that should be
top priorities to be the top
priority,” Kershner said. “We
don’t allow things like the
goals of test scores to get in
the way of the things that are
most important.”
Instead, Kershner said

that paying close attention
to the health of the school’s
community is of utmost
importance.Healsodiscussed
how this comes intoplaywith
thebenefits of being a smaller
school.
“It means that everyone is

known really well, seen and
heard by their teachers,” he
said.
Hotchkiss shared benefits

of individualizedattentionshe
sees inhaving smaller classes,
andhow this approachbuilds
purposeanda loveof learning
at Notre Dame.
“Mastery happens in the

middle and high school, but
it’s what they do beyond
that builds purpose,”
Hotchkiss said. “It’s a deeper
learning experience if we are
showing them the real-world
application.”

Engaged inwork
On their 30-plus acre

campus, each area of their
academic programs has a
space and a place. Their
interiors are designed to
enable students to see fellow
students engaged in their
coursework.
“In our STEM LEED

certified building, girls
can see girls doing science,
mathematics and computer
programming,” Hotchkiss
said. “Our fine arts building
has a dance studio and a
choral concert stage.
She added that it’s an

opportunity for the girls to
see each other differently as
they evolve at the school.
“When my girls see

other girls doing it, they see
themselves doing it,” she said.
Hotchkiss also strives

to lead by example for her
students.
“Something I have always

elevated in my girls as a
working mom is how am I
role modeling this life to be a
happy,well-balancedperson,”
she said.

Integratingmath, art
Kershner and his wife are

the parents of a 12-year-old
daughter in sixth grade at
Kimberton.
“She started the year with

a geometry unit, and it’s
such a great example of the
curriculum,” he said. “It was
deep study, but also a unit of
study where they did a lot of
art — the integration ofmath
andartwasmind-blowing for
her.”
In addition, Kershner’s

daughter is learning physics,
geometry and the ancient

history of multiple cultures.
Regardless of grade, children
atKimbertonworkwith their
hands often.
“Our children have

gardening, various kinds
of art and various kinds of
music,” Kershner said. “It’s a
balance in the sense of math,
reading and writing and also
different kinds of arts.”
Over the past few years,

Kimberton’s high school
program has added lots of
new courses.
“We have a course of math

and social justice where
we look at social problems
through a quantitative and
mathematical lens,” Kushner
said.

Service to theworld
Kimberton sees the

education for the child in
the context of having a deep
understanding as to what is
happening in the world.
“They can be of service

to the world if they have a
healthy self-understandingas
to what is the meaning and
purpose of their life,” he said.
The importance of this

particularly comes into play
for Kimberton’s high school
students. Kushner pointed
out that Waldorf high school
education was way ahead of
its time.
“If you look at what’s

happening in the world
today, youwill see concerning
increases in mental health
issues in teens,” he said.
“What we do is help our
teenagers and young adults
to be self-actualizing people
who staypositive andhopeful
and oriented to dowell in the
world.”

Private
FROMPAGE2

COURTESY OF KIMBERTON WALDORF SCHOOL

Gardening is a part of the curriculum at KImberton Waldorf
School, and harvested crops grown on campus are used for
their organic lunch program.
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By MediaNews Group

The Pennsylvania Cyber
Charter School’s (PA Cyber)
legacy of nearly 20,000
graduates proves that a
unique online education
works for many. Over the
past two decades, PA Cyber
has grown and evolved —
right alongwith its students
— becoming one of the
largest, most experienced
and most innovative online
public schools in the nation.
If it becomes necessary

to try a “different way to
school,” consider enrolling
your child at PA Cyber.
Looking for better school/

life balance? About 11,500
students have selected PA
Cyber for the 2021—2022

school year. They may
choose live instruction or
a more self-paced format.
They can choose a class
schedule to best suit their
lives outside of school.
They can complete their
schoolwork at home, at
grandma’s house, or perhaps
even take school on the road
to their next tournament.
At PA Cyber, families

embrace the flexibility of
allowing the school to fit
the student— instead of the
student having to fit into the
school.
Founded in 2000, PA

Cyber is headquartered in
Midland, Beaver County,
andmaintains nine regional
offices throughout the
state that serve as hubs

for enrollment, orientation
and year-round social and
school-related activities.
PA Cyber students receive

one-on-one at tent ion
from their teachers and
academic advisors, who
are readily available to
help make each student’s
learning experience great.
Extensive course offerings
allow students to grow from
a solid foundation in core
curriculumwhile unlocking
their own personal interests
through electives.
Students may choose

from more than 70 clubs
and workshops where they
are encouraged to interact
and explore various skill
sets.
PA Cyber is open for

enrollment to any school-
age child residing in
Pennsylvania and does
not charge tuition. Every
student receives a laptop,
printer and all the necessary
textbooks and support
materials to enrich the
educational process.
“I was completely taken

back by howmuch PACyber
provided — technology and
books — in addition to
a significant education,”
said Class of 2021 graduate
Gabby Appel.
The f lexibility of PA

Cyber’s blended courses
“allowed for so many more
cool opportunities,” she
explained. “I experienced
growing up without the
weight of an 8-hour school

day.”
Students get to interact

with their peers in-person
at regional offices, on
field trips, in clubs and
workshops and at summer
camps. They party at prom
and celebrate graduation
together. The regional
offices host enrichment
activities, events, and
classes.
Through themanyFamily

Link field trips, families can
build an important social
network. All these events
provide students with
chances to spend time with

others who share similar
interests. Many virtual
extracurricular activities
are routinely offered as well.
PA Cyber welcomes

students of all types to
join its community. Just
like all public schools in
Pennsylvania, PA Cyber
meets the curriculum
requirements of the
PennsylvaniaDepartment of
Education and is accredited
by the prestigious Middle
States Association. Formore
information, visit pacyber.
org or call 724-643-1180.

PENNSYLVANIACYBERCHARTERSCHOOL

PA Cyber is an alternative school
for students in grades K-12

COURTESY OF PENNSYLVANIA CYBER CHARTER SCHOOL
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By StatePoint

The pandemic has
deeply impacted learning
experiences for students
acrossAmerica.As educators
andstudents return to school
this year, they will continue
to navigate these challenges
as they look for ways to
redefine learning.
The pandemic also put a

stark spotlight on inequities
in the sciences and science
education, especially the lack
of equal access. The good
thing is that this has sparked
an increased awareness and
a desire for change to begin
addressing these issues.
With new norms of

educational learning still
being defined, we have a real
opportunity to find creative
andengagingways to expose
young and diverse thinkers
to the vast world of science

around them.
One of the ways to do this

is by connecting science to
the things kids are already
passionate about — sports,
music, dance, art, gaming,
or anything else theymay be
interested in.
America’s favorite rapping

teacher,DwayneReed, shares
creative ways educators and
parents can help kids find a
“way-in” to science that will
ignite theirpassion forSTEM
learning and make science
more approachable:

1.ExtendSTEMbeyond
theclassroom

Showkidshowtoapply the
scientificmethod in theirday-
to-day lives and activities.
As individuals, we make
observations daily and ask
questions — or hypothesize
—basedonwhatweobserve.

Parents andeducators can
foster an inquisitivemindset
bychallengingkids toexplore
the world around them. This
creates fun and relatable
learning experiences inside
and outside the classroom.

2.Connectpersonal
passions toSTEM
learning

When students lack
confidence in a particular
subject , it can feel
intimidating. As a result,
they can often have a hard
time seeing themselves as
successful in that subject or
can lose interest altogether.
As teachers andeducators,

we want to encourage our
kids and show them they can
be anything they want. One
of the ways to do this is by
connectingwhat theyalready
love to something they are

not as confident in. STEM is
a perfect example of this.
Showstudentshowscience

can be applied to their other
interests, including sports,
music, dance, gaming, art
or anything else they may
be passionate about. By
helping connect the dots for
students, they can turn their
passions into something that
canbenefit theworld around
them.

3.Keepapulseonnew
educational resources

Stay updated on new
resources and information
that could positively impact
your students. The great
thing about this is that
teachers and parents can
both get involved.
A few ways you can stay

up to date are reading blogs,
educational articles, and

looking for resources on
social media. One learning
resource to check out is
3M’s Science at Home video
series. This online library
of DIY science experiments
uses common household
items to help make STEM
learning fun and accessible
while showing kids they can
connect science to just about
anything.
Teachers will also note

that the step-by-step
resources include national
science teaching standards
for easy lesson planning.

4.Challengekids to try
somethingnew

Challenge kids to put
themselves into roles they
may not naturally see
themselves in. Provide
encouragement, resources,
and confidence to get them

to the next level.
Withabit of creativity, you

canopentheir eyes toawhole
world of opportunities they
may not be thinking about.
Make STEM learning feel

relatable and fun — even if
it’snewfor them. It’s all about
reframing the way students
look at the world and giving
them assurance and an
opportunity to explorewhat’s
around them.
The importance of

maintaining a stable and
engaging learningexperience
for students remains a
priority. And with just a few
creative learning techniques
and models, educators and
parents can ensure their
students are connected,
actively learning, and feeling
encouraged both in and out
of the classroom.

STEM

Here are some creative ways to encourage STEM learning

By MediaNews Group

Albright College is
building a new state-of-
the-art collegiate esports
facility at the corner of 13th
and Richmond streets in
Reading, in collaboration
with Nerd Street Gamers,
the national espor ts
infrastructure company,
and CSL Esports, a Playfly
Sports company.
The new esports venue

will make professional-
grade gaming equipment
available to community
members — from casual
gamers and those new to
the esports scene, to high
school teams and esports
tournament organizers.
Nerd Street and CSL

Esports are known for
launching the largest
collegiate esports league
in North America — the
National Association of
Collegiate Esports (NACE)
Starleague.
“When paired with

access ible fac i l i t ie s ,
collegiate esports programs
create new opportunities
for prospective students,
enhance the school
curriculum and serve
as a backbone to the
surrounding communities,”
said John Fazio, CEO of
Nerd Street. “We’re excited
to continue our national
rollout with our second
partner school, Albright
College, to develop a state of
the art esports facility that

will house their school’s
team, provide advanced
education opportunities
to their students, and be a
hub for innovation in the
surrounding community.”
Totaling approximately

10,000 square feet, the
Albright facility will
c ont a in t e chnolog y,
equipment and experiences
for gamers and esports
enthusiasts. In addition
to classrooms and private
rooms for Albright College’s
esports team, the new
venue will serve as a fully
functioning Nerd Street
Localhost.
Nerd Street Localhosts

provide the highest quality
gaming equipment and
peripherals, including

PCs, consoles, keyboards,
headphones and more.
The Albright College
esports hub will also
boast a stage for high
intensity competitions and
a production studio for
content creation.
“We are thrilled about

this partnership and the
expanded athletic and
academic opportunities
that it brings to our students
at Albright College,” said
Albright President Dr.
Jacquelyn S. Fetrow. “Not
only will it be a catalyst
for our growing varsity
esports team and our
Gamers Guild student club,
it will inspire synergies
with our computer science
department, enhance our

game and simulationmajor,
provide hands-on learning
experiences for our Science
Research Institute high
school students and others
interested in the esports
industry. This will be a
welcoming, exciting new
venue for the surrounding
community.”
“With these investments,

Albright College is firmly
establishing itself as

a preeminent esports
program in the region,”
said CSL Esports Head
of Business Development
and Berks County native
Cha r l e s O ’Donne l l .
“ T h e m e a n i n g f u l
implementation of the
esports curriculum will
help create a pipeline for
students who are keen
on making a career in
the burgeoning esports

ALBRIGHTCOLLEGE

REGIONAL

COURTESY OF ALBRIGHT COLLEGE

Albright College is building a new collegiate esports facility.
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ATOPNATIONAL
COLLEGE -WSJ/TIMES

EXCEED YOUR EXPECTATIONS

www.albright.edu • BA/BS degrees for traditional and adult students, MA/MS in education
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