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San Jose food
pantry raises
funds to pay for
pricey city permit
SEE PAGE 4

Opera San José
presents flamenco-
infused production
of Bizet’s Carmen
SEE PAGE 8

Right to vote?
San Jose councilmembers seek to 
extend voting rights to noncitizens

– SEE PAGE 14

A
t this year's Silicon
Valley DECA confer‐
ence, three local jun‐

iors from San Jose placed 1st
in the Franchise Business
Plan division.

The juniors from Basis In‐
dependent Silicon Valley
(BISV) chose Dairy Queen as
their franchise pick at this
year’s conference held at the
Santa Clara Marriott   Janu‐
ary 7‐9. Last year the juniors
chose Krispy Kreme. 

What is DECA state com‑
petition?

DECA conferences are tar‐
geted, highly‐focused learn‐
ing experiences for students
and advisors that support

National Curriculum Stan‐
dards and the development
of 21st Century Skills. The
State Career Development
Conference (SCDC) is the
biggest and most exciting
California DECA event of the
year.

There were more than
600 students total in atten‐
dance and they competed in
more than 20 different busi‐
ness related events.

Students earn medals for
their test score, a role play
interview with a local busi‐
ness professional and earn a
spot at the DECA state com‐
petition which will be held
in March.

By William Bellou
Publisher

A
t the Evergreen School
District Board of Trustees
meeting held Thursday,

January 13, Superintendent Aw‐
ards were presented to commu‐
nity partners, staff, parents and
volunteers who played a critical
part in ensuring Evergreen stu‐
dents were front and center in
dealing with the Covid pandemic
this past year. 

“I want to personally thank all
of you and present the Superin‐
tendent Awards for your exem‐
plary community services, dedi‐
cation and commitment to our
students and the entire Evergreen community,”
said Dr. Emy Flores, Evergreen School District Su‐
perintendent.  

Flores wanted to acknowledge key individuals
and organizations before leaving the district for
her new job as Superintendent of West Covina Uni‐
fied School District. Recipients of the Superinten‐
dent Award are: 

Staff
Chris Quick, ESD Nurse; Mary Escobar, LeyVa

Health Clerk; Bernadette Marcias, Teacher, Car‐

olyn Clark School; Elizabeth
Fong, Teacher, Silver Oak School;
and Jennifer Oien‐Chen, K. Smith,
Speech Therapist.

Community Partners
Councilmember Maya Es‐

parza, District 7; Councilmem‐
ber Sylvia Arenas, District 8;
William Bellou, Evergreen Times;
Josh Barousse, San Jose Spotlight;
Stacey Johnston, PEER Foundation;
and Second Harvest Food Bank.

Parents & Volunteers
Evergreen Council of PTA’s,

Marie Truong, Nancy Keo, Mad‐
havi Cupta, MyLinh Chan, Nikunj
Perekh, Madhu Janardan, and
Lakshmi Kongara.    

In her farewell letter to the community, Dr. Flo‐
res said, “My heart is filled with gratitude and
sadness as this is the last district parent newslet‐
ter that I send to you as your Superintendent.
Again, I want to thank members of the Board of
Trustees for the continuous support, our district
Cabinet and Management Team members, our
teachers, and support staff for being such an
amazing team to help navigate our district
through school consolidations, pandemic school
closures, distance learning, and reopening our

schools. You are some of the hardest‐working,
compassionate and caring people I have had the
honor of working with. And thank you to our stu‐
dents and families who have taught me so much
as a school leader; I am grateful for each lesson
that I have learned from each of you. We have so
much to celebrate in the Evergreen School Dis‐
trict. I feel so blessed to have been part of this
community. I will greatly miss our students and
their families and staff members who make this
district a truly great place to educate children. 

Thank you for entrusting me with your chil‐
dren, schools, and community! 

Evergreen School 
District Board of
Trustees appoints 
Betando Interim 
Superintendent
Experienced education
leader to serve in temporary
role until June 30, 2022

A
t its board meeting on Janu‐
ary 13, the Evergreen School
District Board of Trustees ap‐

pointed veteran education leader
Steve Betando (pictured above) to
serve as Evergreen School District’s
Interim Superintendent, following
the departure of Superintendent
Dr. Emy Flores, who accepted a Su‐
perintendent position in West Cov‐
ina Unified School District.

At the same meeting, the Ever‐
green School District Board of 

See BETANDO, page 17

Pictured (left to right) are DECA Conference first place winners Neetika Mishra, Riya Pai, and
Aashirya Rai.

Three local high school juniors are first place winners at Silicon Valley DECA conference

ESD Superintendent Awards presented
to community partners, staff, parents
and volunteers at board meeting  

Parent volunteer Nikunj Perekh,
who presented many innovative ed-
ucation ideas, was among the reci-
pients of the Evergreen School Dis-
trict Superintendent Award.   

William Bellou, publisher of the Evergreen Times,
was recognized as a valued community partner by the
ESD Superintendent Awards.
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T
he San José – Evergreen Community Col‐
lege District (SJECCD) board of trustees
has appointed a new interim chancellor,

unanimously selecting Dr. Raúl Rodríguez
during a vote in late December. 

Rodríguez (inset), who most re‐
cently served as interim superin‐
tendent/president of Hartnell Col‐
lege, began in his position at SJEC‐
CD on January 18.

Prior to his role at Hartnell, Dr.
Rodríguez served for one year as
the interim president at East Los
Angeles College. From 2010 to
2019, he served as chancellor of
Rancho Santiago Community Col‐
lege District, one of the largest
community college districts in California with
an enrollment of more than 60,000 students
and a workforce of more than 4,000 employees.   

“We are very fortunate to have such a highly
skilled and experienced leader as Dr. Rodríguez
to serve as interim chancellor,” said SJECCD
Board President Bob Livengood. “My colleagues
on the board and I are confident that Dr. Ro‐
dríguez is the versatile, creative, and passionate
leader we need to lead the District during this
challenging period.”

Community and professional service has
been a priority of Dr. Rodríguez’s throughout
his career. He is currently on the board of the
National Community College Hispanic Council
and on the board of stewards of the Frank Lloyd
Wright Foundation. Dr. Rodríguez previously
served for eight years as a board member of the
Santa Ana Chamber of Commerce, for three
years on the Orange County Taxpayers Associa‐
tion, and for three years on the International
Consortium for Educational and Economic De‐
velopment. In 2012 he was elected to the board
of the Chief Executive Officers of the California
Community Colleges and appointed to the exec‐
utive board of the CSU Fullerton Doctor of Edu‐
cational Leadership Program. In addition, Dr.
Rodríguez has been a member of the League of
United Latin American Citizens and served as a
board member on multiple non‐profit organiza‐
tions, including the Boys & Girls Club, Goodwill,
Junior Achievement, and the United Way. 

“I am thankful to the board of trustees for
placing their confidence in me to lead SJECCD,
where the District’s values of opportunity, equi‐
ty, and social justice align with my personal val‐
ues as an educator,” Dr. Rodríguez said. “I’m
honored to have the opportunity to work along‐
side the dedicated faculty, classified profession‐
als, and administrators at SJECCD.”

An educator for more than 35 years, among
Dr. Rodríguez’s previous positions held are vice
president of instruction and interim president
of San José City College (SJCC), roles that he held
from 1994 to 1996.

“I know a lot has changed at SJCC since my
time there, including the construction of numer‐
ous new buildings and other development of the
campus, but in some ways this is like a home‐
coming. I’m excited to re‐familiarize myself with
SJCC and Evergreen Valley College,” he said.

Dr. Rodríguez earned a doctorate degree in
psychology from the University of California,
Santa Cruz. He also holds a master’s degree in
school and applied psychology from Fairfield
University and a bachelor’s degree in liberal
studies from Bowling Green State University in
Ohio. He is also a graduate of the Harvard Insti‐

tute for Educational Management.
“With the ongoing pandemic and other issues

impacting community colleges, there are cer‐
tainly many challenges ahead, but many oppor‐

tunities to enhance the educa‐
tion and services that we are
providing to the greater San José
and Milpitas communities as
well,” Dr. Rodríguez said.

The SJECCD board of trustees
is scheduled to consider Dr. Ro‐
dríguez’s contract during its reg‐
ular meeting on January 25. It
will conduct a nationwide search
for the next SJECCD chancellor
this spring.

SJECCD names Dr. Raúl Rodríguez
new interim chancellor

SNHU Announces Fall
2021 President's List

Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU)
has named two Evergreen Valley residents to
the Fall 2021 President's List. The recipients
are Lisa Av and Marisa Kuyava. 

Full‐time undergraduate students who have
earn a minimum grade‐point average of 3.7 are
named to the President's List. Full‐time status is
achieved by earning 12 credits; undergraduate
day students must earn 12 credits in the fall or
spring semester.

Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU)
is a private, nonprofit institution with an 89‐
year history of educating traditional‐aged stu‐
dents and working adults, serving more than
160,000 learners worldwide.  U.S. News &
World Report reports SNHU as one of the

fastest‐growing universities in the US.

Charlize Tungol of 
Evergreen Valley named
to Emerson College Fall
2021 Dean's List

Charlize Tungol of Evergreen Valley is
among the students named to Emerson Col‐
lege's Dean's List for the Fall 2021 semester. 

Tungol is ma‐
joring in Jour‐
nalism and is a
member of the
Class of 2025.
She graduated
from Evergreen
Valley High
School in 2021.

The require‐
ment to make
Dean's List is a
grade point av‐
erage of 3.7 or
higher for that
semester.

Based in Boston, Massachusetts, Emerson is
known for its experiential learning programs in
Los Angeles, the District of Columbia, the
Netherlands, London, China, and the Czech Re‐
public as well as its new Global Portals, with the
first program launching this fall in Paris. The
College has an active network of more than
51,000 alumni who hold leadership positions in
communication and the arts. 
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ValleyCurrents
cur-rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.
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By Lorraine Gabbert
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

A
fter facing closure for having to pay San
Jose up to $15,500 for a special use per‐
mit, a local food pantry has raised

enough funding overnight to remain open.
The Lighthouse Ministries Food Pantry,

which serves families, seniors, disabled and
unhoused people, was told by the city it would
have to raise funds for a permit or cease oper‐
ations on Feb. 14. 

City spokesperson Cheryl Wessling said the
cost of the special use permit is necessary for
environmental and planning review, public
notification and outreach and a public hear‐
ing, all which require staff. Complaints from
neighbors about driveways being blocked and
other parking issues related to the food
pantry can be addressed in the permitting
process.

The city threatened to charge the food
pantry $2,500 a day until the permit is paid
for. If the permit was not paid for by that
deadline, the city would charge a reinspection
fee of $231. 

A day after San José Spotlight wrote about
the potential closure, the GoFundMe cam‐
paign to save the food pantry exploded, with
one anonymous contributor donating $10,000.
The campaign had raised $16,662 as of Tues‐
day night.

A longtime San José Spotlight reader
reached out to “Community” actress Yvette
Nicole Brown on Twitter, asking her to
retweet the article to raise support and funds
for the food pantry to her nearly 500,000 fol‐
lowers. Brown retweeted the article, helping
to bring more attention to the issue.

The food distribution center, located at E.
Julian and 17th streets in San Jose, feeds more
than 1,000 people a day six days a week, pro‐

viding fresh fruit and vegetables, bread, eggs
and dairy to those in need.

Pastor Ralph Olmos said he couldn’t believe
the outpouring of support Lighthouse re‐
ceived. Now the food pantry that so many rely
on can keep its doors open, he said.

“It’s amazing,” he told San José Spotlight on
Tuesday afternoon. “The people are speak‐
ing.”

Olmos said the Lighthouse volunteers ex‐
pressed excitement throughout the day as the
GoFundMe total kept rising.

“I want to say thank you to everyone who’s
taken the time to show support for Light‐
house,” he said. “I feel a lot of gratitude in my

heart that the people are embracing us.”
Olmos said he will use the funding to pay for

the permit and improve the look and feel of
the farmer’s market‐style food pantry.

Lighthouse Distribution Center manager
Tony Covarrubias said Tuesday it’s a blessing
that people are willing to step up to help keep
the food pantry running. He said they’re giv‐
ing food back to the people who thought
they’d have to go without it.

“From the bottom of my heart, I’m really
grateful,” Covarrubias told San José Spotlight.
“There are still people out there who care,
who have a good heart to help others who are
less fortunate.”

San Jose food pantry raises funds to pay for pricey city permit

A Lighthouse food pantry volunteer and Pastor Ralph Olmos unload a truck. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.

Food pantry patrons state the "Pantry" helps them get by on limited retirement funds and produce is healthy for them but often is expensive to buy.  
Photos by Lorraine Gabbert. 

BBB issues 
warning about
apple airtag; 
devices being 
exploited by
stalkers, thieves

I
t’s designed to help you keep
track of your Apple devices, but
the Apple AirTag has a dark

side, too.
Apple’s small disc allows you to

link all your Apple devices so you
can locate them at any time. The
problem is crooks are using Air‐
Tags to “mark” cars they intend to
steal and scammers are using the
AirTags to stalk their victims. 

People across the country ‐ and
especially in Los Angeles and the
Bay Area ‐ are reporting the prob‐
lem. They receive a notification on
their iPhone that an unauthorized
device has been detected near

See AIR TAG, page 6
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Air Tag
Continued from page 4
them. One woman said she found the
AirTag taped to the inside of her duffel bag;
another said it was attached to the bumper
of her car. Other times the small discs have
been surreptitiously slipped into hand‐
bags, pockets and between car seats with‐
out the owner’s knowledge.

“The Air Tag is a great tool for keeping
track of our devices, which we often have a
habit of misplacing, but it also brings up
data security and privacy issues,” says
Steve McFarland, President & CEO of the
Better Business Bureau of Los Angeles &
Silicon Valley. “Too often we’re seeing them
misused by people with malicious intent.”

McFarland says, “It’s important to be
alert and as soon as you see a notification
that an unknown device has been detected,
turn off your location services, contact Ap‐
ple and contact local police.”

The BBB of Los Angeles & Silicon Valley
hasn’t yet received complaints from con‐
sumers about the abuse of AirTags, and Mc‐
Farland says that’s probably because most
people are going to law enforcement if they
suspect they’re being followed. 

Apple publishes a guide to device and
data security and news stories have been
popping up with great frequency. McFar‐
land urges consumers to pay attention to
those online warnings and always check
their personal belongings carefully. 

HEALTH

Eye drops offer 
new option to 
reading glasses

A
new eye drop could make mis‐
placed reading glasses a thing of the
past.

The new eye drop, called Vuity, is now
available by prescription that improves
close‐range vision without affecting long
–range vision. The application is a once‐a‐
day   treatment.

“For anybody who doesn’t want to fid‐
dle with reading glasses, this might be a
really helpful alternative,” said Dr. Scott
Mac‐Rae, an ophthalmologist at the Uni‐
versity of Rochester’s Center for Visual
Science. 

The new drug was approved by the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration in late Oc‐
tober. 

More than 88% of adults 45 years or
older in the US have problems with close‐
range vision, a condition known as pres‐
byopia that typically worsens over time. 

To focus on close objects, the eye’s lens
must change shape, yet it becomes less
flexible as people age, making this process
difficult.’
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Presented live at the California
Theatre in downtown San Jose

F
iery flamenco joins brilliant singing
to ignite Bizet’s iconic opera, Carmen,
in a vibrant Opera San José produc‐

tion conducted by Music Director Joseph
Marcheso, with reimagined stage direc‐
tion by Lillian Groag. 

In a new collaboration with the ac‐
claimed Flamenco Society of San José,
dance, singing, and drama will come to‐
gether to tell the passionate tale of a defi‐
ant heroine whose rebellious quest for
freedom defies societal expectations of
women and seals her tragic fate. 

The opera will feature Nikola Printz as
Carmen, Noah Stewart as Don José, Anne‐
Marie MacIntosh as Micaëla, Eugene Bran‐
coveanu as Escamillo, Leo Radosavljevic
as Zuniga, Peter Morgan as Morales, Tere‐
sa Castillo as Frasquita, Stephanie Sanchez
as Mercédès, Jared V. Esguerra as Remen‐
dado, and Rafael Porto as Dancairo. The
lauded CANTA (California Academy of
Novel and Traditional Arts) children’s cho‐
rus, led by Jose Chuy Hernandez, will also
take the stage. 

Set in 1820, Carmen will be sung in
French, with English supertitles, with per‐
formances February 12 – 27, 2022
(dates/times below) at the California The‐
atre, 345 South 1st Street, San Jose. 

For more information or to purchase tick‐
ets ($55–$195), the public can visit op‐
erasj.org or call (408) 437‐4450 (open Mon‐
day through Friday, 9:00am–5:00 pm). 

Note to audiences: The production of
this opera features depictions of violence,
the sound of a gunshot, and haze. Perform‐
ances: 7:30pm, Saturday, February 12;
2:00pm, Sunday, February 13; 7:30pm,
Thursday, February 17; 2:00pm Sunday,
February 20; 7:30pm; Friday, February 25;
and 2:00pm; Sunday, February 27.  Tick‐
ets: $55–$195

Editor’s note: Beginning February 4,
2022, the City of San Jose and Opera San
José will require proof of up‐to‐date vacci‐
nation for COVID‐19 for everyone ages 12
and up – including a booster shot at least
one week prior for eligible patrons – for
entry into the California Theatre. For a full
description of Opera San José’s COVID‐19
safety and health protocols please visit op‐
erasj.org/health‐and‐safety/.

Opera San José presents vibrant,
flamenco-infused production of
Bizet’s Carmen Feb. 12 – 27

Carmen Cast and Creative:
Conductor: Joseph Marcheso,
Director: Lillian Groag. Pictured:
Carmen: Nikola Printz (top
left), Don José: Noah Stewart
(top right), Escamillo: Eugene
Bracoveanu (bottom left),
Frasquita: Teresa Castillo (bot-
tom, middle), and Remendado:
Jared V. Esguerra (bottom,
right). Photos: Operasj.com
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Whether it’s with a phone call, planning for
the future or by placing an order, please
support our advertisers! They make the

Evergreen Times possible!

Aborn Pet Clinic
ADT

Allergy and Asthma Associates
Almaden Law

Church on the Rock
Compass Real Estate - Shawn Ansari

Evergreen School District
Evergreen Valley College

Grace Church
Jackie Jones - Coldwell Banker

Kindercare
Mexico Lindo
Mr. Peabody’s

N. Jeanette Campa - Jabez Realty
Nothing Bundt Cakes

Opera San Jose
Ramirez Realty Team

Santa Clara County Public Health
San Jose Chamber Music Society

San Jose Youth Symphony
Silver Creek Academy

SOS Auto Repair
Valley Transportation Agency

Valley Water

Times News

W
ith traffic congestion costing U.S.
drivers an average of 36 hours
and $564 during 2021, the per‐

sonal‐finance website WalletHub just re‐
leased its report on 2022's Best & Worst
States to Drive in. 

To determine the most driver‐friendly
states in the U.S., WalletHub compared
the 50 states across 31 key metrics. The
data set ranges from average gas prices
to rush‐hour traffic congestion to road

quality.

Driving in California 
(1 = Best; 25 = Avg.):
• 45th – Share of Rush‐Hour Traffic Con‐

gestion
• 15th – Traffic Fatality Rate
• 48th – Car Theft Rate
• 50th – Avg. Gas Prices
• 27th – Auto‐Maintenance Costs
• 44th – Road Quality

Best & Worst Driving States

Report: 2022's Best & Worst States to Drive in 



One person killed in a two‑
vehicle collision on South
White Road and Almond Drive 
Excessive speed blamed as cause of crash

A
two‐car crash in San Jose resulted in one person dy‐
ing and two others being injured in Evergreen on
January 12, according to police.

The crash was reported at 8:07 a.m. Wednesday morning
in the area of South White Road and Almond Drive.

One person was pronounced dead at the scene while two
others were taken to a hospital with moderate injuries, po‐
lice said.

An investigation by the San Jose police revealed that a
GMC sports utility vehicle was traveling at a high rate of
speed northbound on South White Road in the number two
lane when it hit a Toyota minivan preparing to make a left‐
hand turn onto South White Road from Almond Drive.

The adult male Toyota driver was pronounced deceased
at the scene, while an adult female passenger was taken to
a local hospital with minor to moderate injuries. 

The adult male driver of the GMC was taken to a hospital
with injuries that were not life‐threatening. 

Police said because of the excessive speed the GMC driv‐
er would be booked for vehicular manslaughter after being
discharged from the hospital.

Anyone with information on the crash was urged to con‐
tact Detective O’Brien #3527 of the police department’s
Traffic Investigations Unit at 408‐277‐4654.

Another collision reported
On January 7, 2022, at approximately 8:30 PM, Officers

responded to a traffic collision involving a vehicle and a
pedestrian in the area of Senter Road and Capitol Ex‐
pressway. The preliminary investigation revealed the fol‐
lowing:

An unknown year and make, possibly blue or green, ex‐
tended cab truck was traveling northbound on Senter
Road in the number one lane just north of the intersection
with Capitol Expressway. The truck struck an adult male
pedestrian that was crossing Senter Road from west to
east across lanes of traffic. The pedestrian was outside of
any marked crosswalk. 

The unknown vehicle and driver fled the scene after the
collision and have not been located or identified. 

The pedestrian was transported to a local hospital with
life threatening injuries. On January 14, 2022, the pedes‐
trian succumbed to his injuries and was pronounced de‐
ceased. 

This is the 5th fatal collision and the 5th victim of 2022.
This is also the 3rd pedestrian fatality of 2022.

The identity of the victim will be released by the Santa
Clara County Coroner's Office after they confirm the vic‐
tim’s identity and notify next of kin.

Anyone with information on this investigation is urged
to contact Detective Aldinger #4183 of the San José Police
Department's Traffic Investigations Unit at 408‐277‐
4654.

Submit crime tips and remain anonymous by using the
P3TIPS mobile app, calling the tip line at (408) 947‐STOP,
or on www.svcrimestoppers.org. If the information you
submit leads to an arrest, you are eligible for a cash re‐
ward from the Silicon Valley Crime Stoppers Program.
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PWRcell, Generac’s fully-integrated 
solar + battery storage system, stores 
solar energy that can power your whole 
home during utility power outages and 
save you money on your electric bill.

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL 
OFFER!*

(877) 920-0653

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.
Solar panels sold separately.
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TENNIS TIPS

Seven tips to
annoy your
opponents 

By Ken DeHart
Do you play Ugly Tennis ‐

and win?
As much as I would like to

smash ground strokes and
serves like the pros do, I don't
have the practice time or the
skill level ‐ YET! 

But guess what; even the
pros annoy their opponents.  They hit
ground strokes and serves that annoy
their opponents on purpose. Often
time the way to win a match is not to
play the game you would like to play,
but play a game that your opponent
does not like to play against.

We all play pretty well when our op‐
ponents hit wonderfully predictable
balls with nice power that are just like
the balls we hit in practice or in a les‐
son.  While these shots make us feel
like real players, they do not often win
because those are the shots my oppo‐
nents practice against.

Annoying shots, or as Brad Gilbert
so perfectly put it, "Winning Ugly" de‐
stroys an opponent’s rhythm. These
shots make it challenging for an oppo‐
nent to rip winners and over power
you.  In fact they often do not like to
play against you.  They usually explain
at the end of the match, after they have
lost to you, I just couldn't hit my shots
today.  I smile and think to myself, be‐
cause I didn't let you.

Here are some famously annoying
or ugly shots you should add to your
game to make opponents fear you.

1. A soft loopy serve (or a kick
serve) that bounces above their strike
zone.

2. A weird sidespin serve that trails
away from them or curves into their
body.

3. A surprisingly fast serve following

a series of off speed serves that catch‐
es the opponent off guard.

4. A loopy high return of a serve or
ground stoke that makes the oppo‐
nent move backwards  to return your
shot. This often results in them hitting
the ball short to you so you can attack.

5. A short underspin chip shot or
drop shot that makes your opponent
have to sprint to the net to retrieve the
ball. Follow that up with a lob over

their head so they have to re‐
treat and chase the ball down.
When they go back, you come
to the net to use an overhead,
volley or approach shot to win
the point.

6. A series of shots to the op‐
ponent's backhand until you

receive a short ball.  Now you hit wide
to their forehand side to run them off
the court (should they happen to get
to the forehand shot, then a smart shot
again to their backhand and you con‐
trol the court).

7. When you receive a ball that lands
short enough in your court, quickly
follow your shot to the net as a sur‐
prise tactic. Make them feel the pres‐
sure of you taking away their space to
place the next shot. With this tactic
they usually panic and miss their at‐
tempted passing shot.

If you practice any of these 7 annoy‐
ing tips, you will have weapons to de‐
stroy an opponent’s confidence,
change the momentum in a match and
improve your match play results.

A word of caution, it is important to
practice any of these tactics in your
practice matches so you will feel com‐
fortable using them in your next im‐
portant match. You will love hearing
your opponent complaining after your
victory how they just couldn't get
their shots to work today!

Here's to an annoyingly successful
improvement in your game.

Ken DeHart, USA High Performance
Coach, serves as Director of Racquets,
Alpine Hills Tennis & Swimming Club.
He is a PTR Hall of Fame, PTR Interna‑
tional Master Professional, and USPTA
Master Professional. You may contact
Ken at 408.892.3806; or email: kende‑
hart@ aol.com; ken@alpinehills.us
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Huseni: A Ragam
with folk roots
By Veena Krishnan

I
t’s been a while since I’ve written
about a ragam, so let’s dive into
one, which in fact, is an allied

ragam of the one I wrote about previ‐
ously, Anandabhairavi.

Huseni is a janya raga of the 22nd
melakartha ragam, Karaharapriya. I
will go deeper into the classification
of ragams and the Carnatic notation
scheme
showed in
the image
in a later
article.
Huseni is
allied to
the ragams
Bhairavi,
Mukhari,
and
Anandab‐
hairavi. At
times, it
can sound 
very similar to these ragams, but
there are some distinct differences in
Huseni. This ragam is purely phrase
– oriented, meaning that a select set
of phrases are commonly used when
rendering this ragam. Huseni is con‐
sidered to be a very difficult ragam to
handle particularly because it is easy
to get diverted into other ragams in‐
cluding major ragams such as
Bhairavi.

It is said that Huseni is derived
from folk traditions and you definite‐
ly can notice this when listening to
krithis in this ragam. Some interest‐
ing phrases  that contribute to the
folk resemblance can be heard in the
video linked at the end of the article.
A unique feature of Huseni is that it
employs the use of shuddha dhai‐
vatam, or lower dha, in some phras‐
es. Although it is a rare ragam, many
have composed krithis in this ragam. 

Some popular krithis are Rama
Ninne Nammi by Sri. Thyagaraja and
Kanakamayam by Maharaja Swathi
Thirunal. Also, Muttuswami Dikshi‐
tar composed a set of group – krithis
called the Panchalinga Kshetra
krithis (More detail in a future arti‐
cle) where Sri. Kaalahastheesa set to
Huseni is one of the krithis. Check
out this YouTube video to hear a ren‐
dition of Sri. Kaalahastheesa by San‐
gita Kalanidhi D K Jayaraman and his
disciples: https://youtu.be/HjLPg‐
GNTPss

Huseni is a beautiful ragam that
has links to folk music and brings joy
to rasikas at all times.

This is the Aarohanam and 
Avarohanam of Huseni.

Times Community

About 
Carnatic 

Music
By Veena Krishnan
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Times News

By Tran Nguyen
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

A
pair of San Jose councilmembers are
proposing a measure that would al‐
low immigrants who are not U.S. cit‐

izens to participate in local elections.
The measure, which requires voter ap‐

proval, would give more than 200,000
noncitizen residents in San Jose a right to
select new lawmakers and weigh in on dif‐
ferent policies in future local elections.
New York City became the largest city to
enact a similar law last month, while San
Francisco passed a law in 2016 to allow
noncitizen parents to vote in school board
elections.

Councilmembers Magdalena Carrasco
and Sylvia Arenas, who are spearheading
the efforts, introduced the landmark pro‐
posal Friday—just days before the City
Council is scheduled to vote on changes to
the city’s charter.

“This is a novel idea, but not a new
idea,” Carrasco said at a news conference
Monday, adding it’s unfair that the immi‐
grant community pays taxes and con‐
tributes to the economy without having a
say on local policies. “We need to make
sure that the voice of our noncitizen com‐
munity is not suppressed or erased…
They deserve the right to vote for those in
power.”

The proposal to extend
voting rights in San Jose to all
city residents—including
those who are undocument‐
ed, on a work visa, or
“Dreamers”—has been years
in the making. The effort was
postponed under the Trump
administration, which stone‐
walled and attacked the path
to citizenship for many, law‐
makers said.

“Racist policies from the Re‐
publican party have blocked immigration
reform for decades,” Arenas told San José
Spotlight. “It’s our obligation to find ways
to honor the role that immigrants play in
our community—let’s not allow national‐
ists to determine who matters in local San
Jose elections.”

The pair of policymakers is asking for a
special study session to explore the meas‐
ure, but no date has been set yet.

“We are not going to have all the answers
tomorrow,” Carrasco told San José Spot‐
light. “But this is the time to do it.”

The City Council will vote on a host of po‐
tential city law changes Tuesday, including
shifting the timing of mayoral elections,
adding more council districts and  increas‐
ing police oversight. Voters will still have
the final say on the changes at the primary
and general elections this year.

‘Here I live, here I vote’
Local community organizations and ac‐

tivists are rallying behind the plan. Eva
Heredia, a leader with community group
Services, Immigrant Rights, and Education
Network, led a chant at the event Monday:

“Here I live, here I vote.”
Heredia, a San Jose resident with two

children, said the immigrant community
has disproportionately been hit by the pan‐
demic, as they have been the backbone that
kept Silicon Valley moving. As a legal per‐
manent resident, Heredia still can’t vote
until she becomes a naturalized citizen.

“I’ve always heard the American saying
no taxes without representation. Unfortu‐
nately… I live that reality,” she said. “It is
time for (my) voice to be heard and taken
into account.”

The following are some reader respons‐
es to article as commented on Spotlight
website (Efforts made to post both sides of
the argument)

Opinion: Safe San Jose, No and NO. Vot‐
ing should be a Right of Citizenship – and
Citizenship should be a goal that Legal Im‐
migrants should aspire to attain.  Why
would we want Legal Citizens of a Foreign
Country voting in U.S. elections?

Opinion: This is a very sensible move.
Honestly, I would be a little surprised if it
significantly affected the outcome of any
elections, but it’s a good gesture towards
the immigrants that the city relies on

Opinion: One of the rights afforded to
all of us is the right to vote. If you want to
vote, become a US citizen as some of my

dearest friends. One of their reasons was
so they could vote.  Carrasco and Arenas
never disappoint in bringing some of the
most ludicrous ideas ever proposed after
being elected to the City Council. This one
was the latest. HOPEFULLY, they will both
be voted out of office.

Opinion:  I’ve always heard the Ameri‐
can saying no taxes without representation.
Unfortunately… I live that reality,” Very
well said. 200,000 residents of San Jose live
in this state. They work hard, raise their
families, serve their communities and pay
their taxes but they have no political voice
in the place they call home. This would be
an amazing move – true democracy.

Opinion:  Please don’t spend tax payer
dollars on this idea. The right to vote is for
US citizens only. I do not support this idea.

Opinion:  A non‐citizen who pays taxes is
a non‐citizen who has a job.  That should be
a sufficient benefit in and of itself for non‐
citizens (who also have access to educa‐
tional and emergency public services).          

Opinion: Fully commit to the country
and you too can enjoy all the benefits.

San Jose councilmembers seek to 
extend voting rights to noncitizens

San Jose Councilmember Magdalena Carrasco proposes a measure that would allow immigrants
who are not U.S. citizens to participate in local elections. Photo by Tran Nguyen.

“Racist policies from the
Republican party have
blocked immigration 
reform for decades.” 

– Sylvia Arenas
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TECH JARGON OF THE WEEK

Foundation
Models
By Shubhi Asthana 

H
ave you ever stumbled into a conversa‐
tion where everyone is speaking
around this “techie” word – and even af‐

ter you’ve broken in, it is difficult to under‐
stand the unfamiliar jargon and acronyms?
Well, there’s no need to sweat it. Let us teach
you the meaning of some commonly used tech
words:

Foundation Models
Last year the Stanford Institute for Human‐

Centered Artificial Intelligence (HAI) started a
new interdisciplinary initiative – The Center
for Research on Foundation Models (CRFM).
The initiative aims to make fundamental ad‐
vances in the study, development, and deploy‐
ment of foundation models.

Let us understand this concept more close‐
ly, which is a paradigm shift in AI. 

Foundation models are machine learning al‐
gorithms that have been trained on board data
at a massive scale that can be modified to per‐
form a broad variety of functions. From tech‐
nological point of view, these models are large
neutral networks trained using self‐super‐
vised learning. 

The researchers at CRFM published a de‐
tailed report “On the Opportunities and Risks
of Foundation Models” to explain this concept
further. The authors explained the term “foun‐
dation models” as follows:

‘A foundation model is itself incomplete but
serves as the common basis from which many
task‐specific models are built via adaptation. ‘

These training models are not exactly new.
In the world of Natural Language Processing

(NLP), models like BERT, RoBERTa, BART have
been built on this concept. What’s innovative
in Foundation models is the scale at which
these models are created. Current foundation
models have hundreds of billions or even tril‐
lions of parameters, and they are trained on
hundreds of gigabytes of data. 

These models could process or generate
text, images, code, and potentially any other
types of data. The foundation model can also
be multi‐modal, meaning it can work with sev‐
eral modalities (content‐types) at once, e.g.,
CLIP and DALL·E models from OpenAI work
with both image and texts.

At present, we are identifying many open
questions and potential risks around the foun‐
dation models. Some critics mentioned that
these foundation models already exist today
as ‘large language models.” It is also worth
mentioning that large language models have
the potential to mislead the machine learning
platform by introducing misleading patterns.
Yet the opportunities are very promising
around this concept. These powerful AI tech‐
niques are evolving with full steam as com‐
mercialization of the machine learning algo‐
rithms take place. 

What is in the future for foundation mod‑
els?

The thought process started in the NLP field
and is spreading to other fields and content
types: images, sound, videos, analytical data,
unstructured text and so on.

It should bridge the gap between the heavy‐
resourced companies that work on enterprise
machine learning models and the others who
cannot afford training such solutions on their
own, instead relying on published or produc‐
tized solutions from former companies. 

Do you enjoy reading this column?  Send in
your comments or feedback to the author at
shub.saxen@gmail.com. Shubhi Asthana works
as a Research Senior Software Engineer at the
IBM Almaden Research Center, San Jose.
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shawn.ansari@compass.com

(408) 348-9197
sahar.binesh@compass.com

DEE RAMIREZ
Realtor Lic. #00683945

(408) 440-7617
Dee@DeeRamirez.com
www.DeeRamirez.com

Senator Cortese’s bill to combat online sexual exploitation and trafficking moves forward
S

tate Senator Dave Cortese (D‐Silicon Valley) made
the following statement regarding his bill SB 435,
The Ending Online Sexual Trafficking and Exploita‐

tion Act, passing through the Senate Judiciary Commit‐
tee on Wednesday, January 12th. 

SB 435 which is meant to “put an end to human traf‐
ficking in the digital age” is sponsored by the California
Women’s Law Center and supported by a broad coali‐
tion of advocates for ending sexual assault and exploita‐
tion including the Audrie Pott Foundation, the Coalition
Against Trafficking in Women, Democratic Activists for
Women, the Enough Is Enough Voter Project, Equality
Now, Feminist Majority, the Santa Clara County Demo‐

cratic Party, the Silicon Valley Democratic Club, and
Women’s March San Jose. 

“The coalition behind SB 435 is committed to empow‐
ering victims of ‘digital trafficking’ and ending online
sexual exploitation as swiftly as possible. I’m apprecia‐
tive of my colleagues for listening to survivors of this
type of online abuse and for advancing this important
measure.”

“I want to be very clear – this bill only seeks to elimi‐
nate the circulation of online content of a sexual nature
that is shared, distributed, or uploaded against a per‐
son’s will as well as the sharing of child sexual abuse
material online. Victims of this form of exploitation de‐

serve some form of recourse and our civil code, as it
stands, simply doesn’t afford them that. SB 435 is a first‐
in‐the‐nation bill to end the trafficking of nonconsensu‐
al digital sexual material that has become increasingly
pervasive nationwide.”

“Victims of this form of exploitation
deserve some form of recourse and our
civil code, as it stands, simply doesn’t af‑
ford them that.”

– Senator Dave Cortese



Betando
Continued from page 1
Trustees also approved the request for pro‐
posals to begin the process of hiring a consult‐
ant to assist in the permanent Superintendent
search process. Once a search firm is hired,
then the district will announce its search
process.

Betando recently retired after serving eight
years as the Superintendent of the Morgan Hill
Unified School District (MHUSD). Mr. Betando
has consulted with education agencies, includ‐
ing the Santa Clara County Office of Education
and Evergreen School District. His recent work
during the 2021‐2022 school year has focused
on leadership development, institutional ca‐
pacity building, and managing special projects. 

One of Betando’s current projects includes
the coordination of public and private health
agency partnerships to operate vaccine clinics
in schools throughout the County. Mr. Betando
also serves aspiring human resource adminis‐
trators as the current Director of the Associa‐
tion of California School Administrators’ Per‐
sonnel Academy.

“I am encouraged by the dedicated and long‐
time staff who have worked hard to support all
departments and programs,” said Betando. “I

am also impressed with the community sup‐
port. I have appreciated getting to work with
Dr. Flores and I see many initiatives under her
leadership guiding Evergreen schools and stu‐
dents with high expectations and toward
greater success. Evergreen’s emphasis on equi‐
ty is significant and should be a tenant for your
next permanent Superintendent,” he contin‐
ued.

Evergreen School District’s Board of Trus‐
tees considered applications who were inter‐
ested in serving as the Interim Superintendent.
“Mr. Betando’s depth of experience both as a
Superintendent and his other leadership posi‐
tion, joined with his expertise in leadership de‐
velopment and capacity building are key rea‐
sons why the Board of Trustees selected him as
the Interim Superintendent,” said Board Presi‐

dent Chris Corpus. “Under his leadership, our
district continues to offer excellent educational
programs and prioritize student and staff safe‐
ty with COVID‐19, and continues to advance
our equity initiatives,” he continued.

An educator with 37 years of experience, Mr.
Betando got his professional start as a class‐
room teacher at Kennedy Elementary in the
Franklin‐McKinley School District. His varied
experience as a teacher (elementary, second‐
ary, higher education) and as a site administra‐
tor, includes eight years as a principal. His dis‐
trict administrator experience consists of as‐
sistant superintendent positions over three di‐
visions (Education Services, Human Resources,
and Business Services), along with eight years’
service as a Superintendent. Over the course of
his career, Mr. Betando presented before State

and Federal legislative bodies to influence law
change in support of public education. He
taught for new teacher induction programs,
courses on Education Finance and Law for the
University of the Pacific, and a variety of other
seminars and workshops at State and National
conferences.

Betando has his Bachelor of Arts in Psychol‐
ogy with a minor in Special Education, as well
as a Master of Arts in Education, Administra‐
tion, and Supervision. He is an alumnus from
San Jose State University, and he did his gradu‐
ate work at California State University, Stanis‐
laus, and the University of the Pacific. As an ac‐
tive supporter of proactive groups for commu‐
nity benefit, Mr. Betando is also an advocate for
the visual and performing arts, health‐related
causes, and environmental advocacy.
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Minimum wage 
in Silicon Valley 
going up in January

Paychecks for minimum wage earners
will increase effective Jan 1, 2022 in San
Jose when hourly rates go from $15.45 to
$16.20.

After voters approved Measure D to
bring wages from $8 to $10 in 2012, six oth‐
er cities in Santa Clara County also adopted
their own increases. A decade later, San
Jose is trailing behind all of them—almost
$1 less than the highest rate in the region.

Palo Alto will hike its minimum wage to
$16.45, while Santa Clara, Los Altos and Cu‐
pertino all raise the pay floor to $16.40.
Both cities had a minimum wage of $15.65
in 2020.

Seven other cities in the county— Camp‐
bell, Morgan Hill, Gilroy, Monte Sereno, Los
Altos Hills, Saratoga and Los Gatos—are
lockstep with the state's wage hike, which
bumps the $14 hourly rate to $15 at busi‐
nesses with 25 or more employees.

While the increased wages might help lo‐
cal businesses hire and retain more people,
the new wage increase could also drive
some employers to cut positions to accom‐
modate the increased expenses. Others are
worried about an increase in prices due to
higher wages, adding to the recent rise of
inflation. 
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Board of Supervisors ap‑
points Tshaka Campbell
as 2022‑23 Santa Clara
County Poet Laureate 
Campbell becomes the seventh 
person to serve in this honorary
role

T
he Board of Supervi‐
sors for the County of
Santa Clara has ap‐

pointed San José resident
Tshaka Campbell to the
honorary post of Santa
Clara County Poet Laureate
for a two‐year term ending
Dec. 31, 2023. 

“Poetry inspires us, as
well as sheds light upon the
emotional side of the human condition,”
said County Librarian Jennifer Weeks. “The
Library is a repository for the written word
as well as a public space for poets to per‐
form their work and future poets to learn
the art form. We look forward to hosting po‐
etry events with Tshaka during his term as
County Poet Laureate.” 

Campbell is the curator of “Beautiful
Black Books” as part of Poetry Center San
José. He also conducts lectures, workshops
in creative writings, spiritual verse, and
other related topics. He is a talented poet,
author, and musician.

“Words hold great power to entertain, to
inform, and to help us grow,” said Supervi‐
sor Mike Wasserman, President of the Santa
Clara County Board of Supervisors and
Chair of the Library Joint Powers Authority
Board. “The County of Santa Clara wel‐
comes our new Poet Laureate and we look
forward to the important contributions he
brings to inspire a love and appreciation for
poetry in our communities.”  

Campbell was recommended to the
Board following the call for applications,
and a two‐step review process organized by
the County of Santa Clara, Silicon Valley Cre‐
ates (SVCreates), and the Santa Clara Coun‐
ty Library District (SCCLD).  

“SVCreates is a proud partner in Santa
Clara County's Poet Laureate program and
has been since its inception. This is one of
several SVCreates programs that highlight
the importance of the arts in our communi‐
ty and works to ensure access to arts expe‐
riences for all in our county,” said Connie
Martinez, Chief Executive Officer of Silicon
Valley Creates. “We are thrilled that Tshaka

Campbell has been selected
this year to demonstrate
the power of poetry and its
relevance to contemporary
lives.”  

Campbell has authored
four books (Tarman, Muted
Whispers, Tunnel Vision
and Stuff) and released
three music albums (One,
Bloodlines, and Skin vol.1).
Campbell has collaborated
on a number of musical

projects in the House, Jazz, and Blues gen‐
res, as well as appeared in national com‐
mercials.  

“I am standing on the shoulders of those
who have held the post in the past, so I am
both honored and humbled to be chosen,”
Campbell said. 

Campbell is the seventh poet laureate to
be appointed by the County of Santa Clara
Board of Supervisors. Nils Peterson was the
County’s first Poet Laureate (2009‐2011),
followed by Sally Ashton (2012‐13), David
Perez (2014‐2015), Arlene Biala (2016‐17),
Mike McGee (2018‐19), and Janice Lobo
Sapigao (2020‐21).  

Campbell looks forward to implementing
multiple programs aimed at spreading and
socializing the impact of poetry within our
communities. One of these initiatives, "In
Our Words", will invite local youth/stu‐
dents to write poems that capture the im‐
pact the last two years have had on them.
Their work will be published in an antholo‐
gy and displayed at select installments
around the county. 

A presentation will take place at 9:30 a.m.
on Tuesday, February 8 during the Board of
Supervisors’ meeting to formally introduce
Campbell. He will read a selection of his
work as part of the invocation.  
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6804 Shadow Mountain Ct - $2,700,000 1230 Diablo Way - $1,840,000 844 Bucks Lake Court - $715,000 1286 Chateau Drive - $2,575,000

1080 Micro Court - $2,520,000 6603 Mount Royal Drive - $2,155,000 1299 Swinging Gate Court - $ 2,625,000 6857 Castlerock Drive - $2,900,000

1270 Echo Ridge Court - $1,785,000
represented buyer

6933 Castlerock Drive - $2,650,000 854 Bucks Lake Court - $582,000
represented both parties

1299 Littman Drive - $ 2,625,000
represented buyer
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and Af-
firming Congregation, and
celebrate members of the
LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM,
with communion open to
all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-

tions, informative lec-
tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all
in a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.or
g or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always,
right after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, wor-
ship and giving to our lo-
cal community. We are
proud to be UCC, Open
and Affirming (O&A) and
welcome members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco

Night Ministry, Second
Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities Re-
sponding to End Poverty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00
AM followed by fellow-
ship and refreshments.
1st Sunday in Worship:
Holy Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of be-
lievers, a family of all
ages, where each mem-
ber feels welcomed,
loved, valued and em-
powered to serve. Chil-
dren are especially wel-
comed and cherished as
an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Congre-
gational Church of Almaden
Valley, UCC. The Episcopal
Church in Almaden offers
the following regular oppor-
tunities for worship: Sun-
day at 7:30AM and
10:45AM, Holy Commun-
ion service. Each Sunday
service is followed by a
coffee hour for friendship
and conversation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave, 
San Jose, CA 95148.
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine holy book that
guides Muslims to prac-
tice Islam. 
Please visit our website to
learn more. 
Jazāk Allāhu Khayran!

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning to-
gether.  Worship services
are at 10:00 AM at the Ho-
race Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship in-
cludes both contemporary
and traditional music, a
message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counseling,
and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every
Sunday at 11.00 am

Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond Av-
enue. You can reach the
school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 & 11:00
AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-
nity, promoting spiritual

growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We offer
children's religious edu-
cation (CREATE); Youth
Ministry (BLAST & X-
STATIC); Scripture Study
(day & evening); Se-
nior's Group and many
other adult ministries as
well. Saint Anthony
parish is located
in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and 1 - 4 p.m. For more
information, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or "stu-
dent." A Sikh is a practi-
tioner of the faith founded
in the 15th century by
Guru Nanak in Punjab of
old British India.  A Guru
who is a "teacher" or "en-
lightener" completes the
relationship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism is
monotheistic and stresses
the equality of all men and
women. Sikhs believe in
three basic principles;
meditating on the name of
God (praying), earning a
living by honest means
and sharing the fruits of
one's labor with others.
Currently there  are close
to one million Sikhs living
in the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs living
around the world. Sikhism
is the 5th largest religion
in the world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome all.
We pray daily for peace
and prosperity for every-
body in the world.  Come
to visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days
of the year and serves
complementary vegetari-
an meals.  We also en-
courage you to enter our
history room on site and
walk the beautiful

grounds. Learn more
about us and community
events we sponsor by vis-
iting our website;
http://www. SanJoseGur-
dwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com 
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an in-
clusive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as Dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ in
the footsteps of St. Fran-
cis, offering prayerful and
joyful liturgies; evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and serv-
ice opportunities to the
community. We offer spiri-
tual opportunities for all
ages, including children's
liturgy, dynamic E.C.H.O -
Jr. High, IGNITE - High
School and North Star -
Young Adult Ministries,
along with small faith
communities and opportu-
nities to help the poor and
marginalized of San Jose.
Our Preschool is the only
Catholic Preschool offer-
ing quality family oriented
service in the Evergreen
and Silver Creek areas.
Our Chapel, Gathering
Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
sion Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Garden
and Preschool are all lo-
cated at 5111 San Felipe
Rd. Please come join us
to worship at one of the
following times and loca-
tions: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may
grow and share our gifts
to help build God's Kingdom!

Get 
listed!

For Worship 
listing ads, 

call 408.483-5458

Want to 
submit a 

news item
for the 

Evergreen Times?
Press day: February 9, 2022

Deadline: February 6, 2022

Write to editorial@timesmediainc.com
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Times Community News

VILLAGES GC&C PROPERTIES
Age Restriction - Must be 55+

For Sale
2 Bedroom, 

2 Bath plus Den 
Upper Unit
View of the 
East Hills  
$715,000

For Rent
2 Bedroom 1 Bath No Stairs - $2,800 Mo. Lease

2 Bedroom 2 Bath Upper Unit - $2,900 

Lease Coming Soon
2 Bedroom 2 Bath, No Stairs, Golf Course Views.

N. JEANETTE CAMPA, BROKER
408-661-0203 
www.jabez-realty.com
jeanette@jabez-realty.com
Cal BRE 01327014

V
alley Water announced it is accept‐
ing applications for its 2022 Grant
Program.  Each year, Valley Water

provides critical funding for projects that
support the mission of providing safe,
clean water for a healthy life, environment
and economy. 

"We want to support projects that bring
change and make a difference in our com‐
munities," said Gary Kremen, Chair of Val‐
ley Water's Board of Directors. "Through
our Grants & Partnerships Program, we
are able to work with Santa Clara County
residents toward a common goal of pro‐
tecting and enhancing our water re‐
sources."

The Grants & Partnerships Program is
part of the Safe, Clean Water and Natural
Flood Protection Program, a parcel tax
Santa Clara County voters overwhelming‐
ly renewed in November 2020. For 2022,
Valley Water has a total of $1.4 million
available to award, with no minimum or
maximum amount for projects that fit into
the following categories:

● Water Conservation: Projects that re‐
search and identify devices, programs, and
strategies that can help save water and
promote conservation efforts.

● Pollution Prevention: Educational
programs, technical assistance, or other
means to reduce contaminants in water.

● Volunteer Cleanup Efforts and Educa‐
tion: Projects that assist with cleanup and
watershed stewardship activities, as well
as education and outreach about our wa‐
tersheds.

● Wildlife Habitat Restoration: Projects
that support or restore native plants and
animals. Examples include creating or en‐
hancing wetlands to remove non‐native,
invasive plants to protect threatened or
endangered species.

● Access to Trails and Open Space
Grants: Projects that provide and increase
access to open space and Creekside trails.

Valley Water highly encourages applica‐
tions from those working on projects that
promote equity and would reach areas
that have been historically underserved.
Valley Water is also interested in first‐time
applicants, and applicants that demon‐
strate financial stability.  

Applications are due by March 4, 2022.
Valley Water will host two virtual infor‐

mational workshops, where applicants
can learn more about the available grants
and their requirements: January 25 from
1:00 – 2:30 p.m. (RSVP – https://bit.ly/
Grants2022Jan25) 

To learn more about the program and
the available grant funding for 2022, visit
valleywater.org/grants 

Valley Water now accepting applications
for its 2022 $1.4M Grant Program 
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some
supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the

school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 
combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 

Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 
Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:

info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

Cost Estimator

JewelryClocks

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus tax-
es for 12months. Premium Channels
at No Charge for One Year! Anytime,
anywhere. Some restrictions apply. W/
24-mo. agmt TV price higher in 2nd
year. Regional Sports Fee up to
$8.49/mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS
1-408-688-5490

The bathroom of your dreams for as
little as $149/month! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options available. Quali-
ty materials & professional installation.
Senior & Military Discounts Available.
Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual in-
home consultation now and SAVE
15%! Call Today! 1-844-988-1663
Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-

1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
855-977-5344

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay fu-
neral and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
877-864-3769 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/almaden

Notices

Remodeling

TimesClassifieds

Cost Estimator
Prepare cost estimates for construction projects. 

Master's in civil engineering. 

JKL Construction Services, Inc. 
751 S. Bascom Ave, San Jose, CA 95128

Diamond Auto Detail
San Jose

Has your car or truck lost its luster? Are you embarrassed to
be seen in it? Let us bring back the shine with buffing, polish‐
ing, color sanding, complete interior treatment, engine steam
clean, overspray, paint sealant and more. Appointment is re‐
quired, please be sure to call ahead to get on her schedule.

Rocio Salcedo
(408) 294‑4135
74 S Autumn St
San Jose, CA 95110

Auto Detailing

Feb. 28, 2022.
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